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Soul of Marrakesh





  A GUIDE TO 30 EXCEPTIONAL EXPERIENCES




  WRITTEN BY FABRICE NADJARI AND ZOHAR BENJELLOUN




  PHOTOS BY ABDELAALI AIT KARROUM




  ILLUSTRATED BY ANNAELLE MYRIAM CHAAIB
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    JONGLEZ PUBLISHING




  Travel guides
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  ‘THERE ARE FEW CITIES IN THE WORLD THAT BEWITCH YOU AS POWERFULLY AND WITH THE SAME MAGIC AS MARRAKESH.




  THERE ARE FEW CITIES AND FEW COUNTRIES THAT GIVE SO MUCH.’




  PIERRE BERGÉ
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  How can you capture the soul of Marrakesh?




  For the two of us – both in love with Morocco and both journeying between Marrakesh and our respective countries of exile – this is at once one of the most intriguing and difficult questions. We’ve scoured the nooks and crannies of this captivating city in order to distil the most striking and unexpected experiences. Out of the more than 1,000 places and experiences we tested, we selected just 30.




  Yves St Laurent’s private library, the best orange juice in the legendary Jamaa el-Fna square, the most beautiful riads and the best restaurants far from the tourist crowds, the search of the perfect carpet, a night in a tent in the desert, a secret museum where everything is for sale ...




  Far from the well-trodden paths of Marrakesh, we invite you to immerse yourself in the more intimate side of this extraordinary city, discover its best-kept secrets and enjoy the most offbeat, intense experiences ... In the words of the Spanish writer and poet Juan Goytisolo, ‘If you let yourself fall under the spell of Marrakesh, everywhere else in the world will seem boring.’

  




  Rihlat saeida




  Bon voyage !
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  WHAT YOU WON’T FIND




  IN THIS GUIDE




  - the best place to ride a camel




  - all-inclusive hotels




  - how to pour mint tea




  - tips for haggling




  - a detailed map of the Medina




  WHAT YOU WILL FIND




  IN THIS GUIDE




  - the phone number of the best second-hand dealer in Marrakesh




  - a playlist of the best Moroccan sounds




  - local artists’ best-loved greasy spoons




  - the city’s most beautiful hidden corners and most charming riads




  - the locals’ favourite spots in the Medina




  - the best Arabica coffee ever




  - the art of making perfume




  SYMBOLS USED IN ‘SOUL OF MARRAKESH’
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  100–300
 Moroccan
 dirhams
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  300–500
 Moroccan
 dirhams
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  500–2,000
 Moroccan
 dirhams
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  You need a car
 to get here
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  Reservation
 recommended
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  Cash
 only
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  Ask a local!




  ____


   

  Opening times often vary,


  

  so we recommend checking them directly


  

  on the website of the place you plan to visit.






   

  #




  01


 

  THE MOST 
BEAUTIFUL RIADS




  Marrakesh has countless charming riads. But don’t worry, you won’t need to spend hours online to find that rare gem: we’ve compiled a selection of the best addresses for you.




  > Ksar Char-Bagh: the old Andalusian Palace




  Ksar Char-Bagh is a small private palace set in the heart of Marrakesh’s beautiful Palmeraie. From the large Moorish patio, you can admire the fountains and the citrus and olive groves that stretch as far as the eye can see in the hotel’s vast park. After dark, immerse yourself in the books in the art library or head to the old smoking lounge, which encourages visitors to share their secrets. A place brimming with history, where every passing day is a journey in itself.
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    © IGOR DEMBA
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    © KASIA GATKOWSKA
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    © IGOR DEMBA




  > Riad El Fenn: an oasis in the Medina




  Vanessa and Howell Branson became hoteliers somewhat by accident, opening El Fenn in 2004 after falling in love with it at first sight. Divided into several riads, El Fenn is considered one of the city’s most beautiful hotels, its every detail a perfect combination of luxury and authenticity. The decor, colours, fabrics and furnishings are constantly revamped to provide a new experience each time you visit. Make sure to check out the sumptuous rooftop, a perfect perch from which to gaze out over the Medina.
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