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Welcome to THE EVERYTHING® DOG BREED GUIDES


AS THE OWNER of a particular type of dog — or someone who is thinking about adopting one — you probably have some questions about that dog breed that can't be answered anywhere else. In particular, you want to know what breed-specific health issues and behavioral traits might arise as you plan for the future with your beloved canine family member.

THE EVERYTHING® DOG BREED GUIDES give you clear-cut answers to all your pressing questions. These authoritative books give you all you need to know about identifying common characteristics; choosing the right puppy or adult dog; coping with personality quirks; instilling obedience; and raising your pet in a healthy positive environment.

THE EVERYTHING® DOG BREED GUIDES are an extension of the bestselling EVERYTHING® series in the pets category which include The Everything® Dog Book and The Everything® Dog Training and Tricks Book. These authoritative, family-friendly books are specially designed to be one-stop guides for anyone looking to explore a specific breed in depth.


Visit the entire Everything® series at www.everything.com









THE EVERYTHING® Boxer Book

Dear Reader,

Growing up on a cattle and wheat farm in North Dakota, I was exposed to dogs at an early age — not only my father's herding dogs but also the many retrievers that hunters brought into the area. A chance encounter with a boxer changed my dog life. Previously enamored of herding and sporting dogs, I fell totally in love with a plain dun boxer bitch. From the moment I laid eyes on that dog, I knew that, someday, I'd own a boxer. As it turns out, they are now “my” breed.

From Cleo, whose white coat was a disqualifying factor in the show ring, to Huxley, my beautiful black brindle boy, each of my boxers has taught me more about this whimsical working breed. They bolt. They fight. They work either like a clown or a dream, like my Harpo, the breed's first UDX male. Harpo was so charismatic that he knew more people at the dog shows than I did! And they love, like my Gracie, the first puppy I bred, with a heart so big and true that it's breathtaking.

More than any other breed I've known, boxers need clear, consistent training to keep them out of trouble. Otherwise you'll find them chasing cars, eating the tires off your truck, or chasing the neighbors's cat, all with a look of total innocence. Enormously sensitive and intelligent, boxers also have a sense of humor. A wonderfully endearing and smart breed, they frequently exhibit the independence of cats. This book will tell you all you need to know about this fantastic, dynamic breed of dog — the boxer.
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Thanks, Dad, for giving me your great love of dogs.
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Height: Males 23–25 inches; females 21½-23½ inches



	

Weight: Males 65–80 pounds; females 50–65 pounds



	

Head: The muzzle is a third the length of the head; the bite is undershot; and the boxer has a black mask.



	

Ears: The ears are customarily cropped, cut long, and raised when alert. If uncropped, the ears should lie flat and close to the cheeks, falling forward when alert.



	

Expression: Intelligent and alert and curious.



	

Tail: Docked — 3 to 6 inches, and held erect.



	

Coat: Short, shiny, and healthy. Colors are fawn or brindle. White markings should not cover more than a third of the coat.



	

Topline: The back is short, straight, and muscular, slightly sloping when the boxer is at attention and leveling out when in motion.



	

Movement: The gait is firm yet elastic and smooth. It covers a lot of ground quickly and easily — athletic.



	

Temperament: The boxer is a hearing guard dog. He will initially exhibit curiosity and then fearless courage if threatened. He is playful and generally very patient and social with children. Intelligent, loyal, affectionate, and trainable, his curiosity remains a part of his personality throughout his life.
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Introduction

There I was, at the border of the Principality of Liechtenstein, staring at a dun-colored boxer bitch. I had never seen a dog like her. 1 stared at her, and she stared at me. The guard commented that she usually didn't take as much interest in strangers as she had in me. I don't know exactly how she felt about it, but for me, it was love at first sight. I knew from that day in 1976 that I'd fallen in love with a new breed of dog. Sure enough, I'm now on my twelfth boxer.

If there's one thing I've learned through my experience with boxers, it's that they need a job. If you don't give them one, they will make one up for themselves, and chances are you won't like it. A beautifully athletic member of the dogs classified by the American Kennel Club (AKC) as the Working Group, boxers give life their all. This is why they need clear, consistent training early on and throughout their lives in order to be the good dogs they really, truly are. Once you get through the silly stages in your boxer's life, you will have a companion dog second to none. You'll also have a working dog that can compete in conformation, obedience, or agility; a search-and-rescue or therapy dog; an assistance dog; and just an all-round great pet.

Boxers were the original Seeing Eye dogs. The breed was developed to work, which originally meant anything from herding to hunting to guard work. As a “gentle” guard dog, boxers alert on sound, and they attack via a body slam rather than with jaws and teeth.

You will learn all you ever needed and wanted to know about boxers right here in this book. First, you'll discover the history of the breed — where they came from and why. Next you'll learn about their breed characteristics, including the features that distinguish the boxer from other dogs. This book also covers health problems. Like all purebred dogs, boxers have several genetic issues that breeders can avoid with careful screening. You'll read about training issues; although they are highly intelligent, boxers do belong to the Working Group, which means they tend to have a somewhat flat learning curve. You'll find out what makes this breed so lovable and loyal and where you can find your own healthy boxer.





CHAPTER 1


Meet the Boxer


The link between humans and dogs dates back to prehistoric times. The earliest accounts of selective dog breeding come from ancient China, Egypt, and Mesopotamia. Broad-muzzled dogs are shown in carvings and paintings dating from about 4000 B.C. Dogs resembling boxers have been found in archeological grave sites around the world.


Boxer Popularity

A lesser mastiff-type breed called the bullenbeiser (“bull baiter”) can be traced back to the Assyrians (2300-600 B.C.), who went to war with heavy-headed, short-muzzled dogs with a powerful build and great courage. These dogs were also used to run down and hold game such as bear, boar, and bison until the hunter could slaughter the animal. Later, the bullenbeiser herded cattle, becoming one of the first dogs to do all the basic dog tasks — herding, hunting, and guarding.

Although the exact origins of the boxer are unknown, it is generally accepted that the breed descended from the bullenbeiser. According to the American Kennel Club, the boxer is a working dog that developed in Germany. Boxers were recognized as a breed in Germany in the late 1800s. The AKC registered its first boxer in 1904, and the first championship in the breed was finished in 1915.

Cropping and Docking

The decision to crop dogs' ears and dock their tails goes back to ancient times. These modifications helped the dog avoid injury while baiting bull, boar, bison, or stag. Long, thin tails are easily broken, and floppy ears are easily torn. They also helped ensure stability within the pack, as injured dogs often fight with or are attacked by other dogs. A dogfight might result in the loss of the quarry being hunted and could also result in an injury to a valuable working animal. Worse would be the damage to the cohesion of the pack.

Who Owned Dogs?

Before the early 1800s, dog ownership was a privilege that, in many parts of Europe, was restricted to land owners and noble-men. After the Napoleonic wars, during which many of Europe's large estates were broken up, the ordinary citizen could own dogs. A movement developed across the continent whose goal was to standardize many of the indigenous dogs into different breeds. This standardization resulted in the weimaraner (from the Weimar Republic), the viszla (from Czechoslovakia), and the dalmatian (from Dalmatia).

The Early German Boxer

The bullenbeiser was another of the many indigenous dogs that became standardized. Known for its ability to bring down stags, bulls, and even bear, the compact, muscular body of this medium-sized dog was aided by a strong undershot jaw. The bullenbeiser packed a lot of strength and power into a relatively compact package, and the breed's power and intelligence were highly prized.

A Bulldog Named Tom

In the 1830s, the Germans imported a British dog that strongly resembled the bullenbeiser. This white bulldog, named Tom, appears twice in the early German pedigrees and is probably responsible for the white markings in what would become the boxer. Tom more nearly resembled the modern American bulldog than the English bulldog, a look similar to the bullenbeisers of the time, so the decision to incorporate Tom in breeding programs was not as unusual as it might sound. The first boxer entered into the German studbook was a dog named Flocki, son of Tom, the white bulldog. Many early studbook entries were Tom's progeny.
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Boxers come in two colors: fawn and brindle. Fawn is a reddish- to a golden-brown color, like the coat of a young deer. The richer the color, the better. Brindle is a reddish to golden background striped with black. The stripes should be distinct and tend to form a unique pattern. A reverse brindle is a black base coat striped with red or gold.




Developing the Breed Standard

A breed standard is the list of elements a dog must have to be a desirable member of any particular breed, compiled by breeders, judges, and fanciers of the particular breed. The standard serves as a basis of comparison, a model of the ideal example of that breed. It describes the breed's physical characteristics, such as coat color, way of moving, conformation, size, and the number and size of teeth. Also described are the breed's ideal temperament, working ability, and intelligence, all expressed in terms of suitability for the breed's original purpose. The standard also lists minor and disqualifying faults of the particular breed — that is, the characteristics that would cost a particular dog points in the conformation show ring or that would result in his being disqualified from competition entirely. The current official boxer breed standard can be found in Chapter 2.
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If the boxer is German in origin, why is its name English?


There are two theories to explain this. One is that the word boxer came from the German word Boxl, which described various types of German dogs in existence around the time the boxer breed was being developed. The second theory is that the name “boxer” came from the characteristic way in which the boxer uses its front paws in playing or fighting.



Not every purebred dog meets the breed standard. Though an individual dog may have numerous faults, he should not be considered any less a member of the breed or any less loveable. A standard is an ideal of what breeders should strive to achieve, and the show ring is a determination of which dogs, in the judges' opinions, most closely meet that standard.

The Early Standard

In 1904, when the AKC registered the first boxer, most representatives of the breed where white or checked (a pinto pattern) rather than today's fawn or brindle.
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A studbook lists all of a breed's producing sires and dams (males and females) and thus provides a genealogical record for the breed. For most breeds, including boxers, the studbooks go right back to the very first dog considered to be a representative of the breed.



In the early days, solid black was a disqualification. The reason for this had something to do with “unacceptable” behavior on the part of a Herr Shactner, the owner of the black boxer, Graf Blitz von Grauding. White, on the other hand, could be registered and did not become a disqualifying fault until about 1936. It is speculated that white fell out of favor because of the boxer's wartime duties. The boxer was the original World War I German war dog; a white coat was a disability because the enemy could see it more easily at night. However, a dissenting opinion suggests that disqualifying the color white in boxers was one way to distinguish the breed from the English bulldog, which it then resembled.
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White was originally the only disqualifying fault of boxers in the conformation ring. Although solid black coats are no longer seen, white boxers are still quite common. When two boxers with white markings are bred, approximately one in four of the pups will be white. More than one-third white ground cover remains a disqualifying fault in the boxer conformation ring today.



The AKC Breed Standard

The Deutscher Boxer Club, formed in Munich in 1896, was the first German boxer club. In March of that year, the first boxers were registered and the first official boxer show was held. By January of 1902, a boxer breed standard was developed.

Until the 1940s, when the boxer became popular in the United States, Germany was instrumental in the development of the breed. The period from 1902 until 1911 saw great growth, development, and homogeneity in the breed. Less desirable traits became breed disqualifications through revisions of the written standard.


Frau Stockmann's Influence

The artist and sculptor Frau Friederun Stockmann was probably the single greatest influence on the world of American boxers. Her heartwarming autobiography, My Life with Boxers, exemplifies the European movement at the turn of the last century to champion a breed or indigenous type and promote it through showing and breeding. This work is described through her account of her life, including her struggles to help the breed survive the two world wars. Her autobiography includes stories of how she trained her dogs specifically to be of benefit to the war effort and details her heroism in caring for them under difficult situations, including barrages of enemy fire.
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Frau Stockmann's kennel name was Von Dom (sometimes called “Vom Dom”), meaning “of the cathedral.” It is believed that the kennel was named for her first boxer, Pluto, famed for his many dog-fights in the vicinity of Munich's cathedral.



Frau Stockmann's life was a study in determination and dedication to the breed, and she managed to survive both wars with at least some of her boxer kennel intact. However, she found that to survive and to enable her kennel to thrive, she was forced to sell her best dogs to America and Canada to support the others — perhaps to their benefit and the world of dog breeding today.

Sell the Best to Support the Rest

Frau Stockmann's philosophy was, “Sell the best to support the rest.” She recounts many times when a proven champion or a promising youngster was sold to pay for the lesser lights in the kennel. This policy continues today among many successful, ethical breeders. They sell their best boxers to support the rest of the kennel family.
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The foundation studs of American boxers are sometimes referred to as the Four Horsemen of American Boxers. They were all German-bred dogs: Sigurd Von Dom of Barmere, a fawn dog imported in 1939; Dorian von Marienhof of Mazelaine, a brindle dog imported in 1935; Lustig Von Dom of Tulgey Wood, a fawn dog imported in 1937; and Utz Von Dom of Mazelaine, a fawn dog imported in 1939. All four of these dogs can be found in most American pedigrees if traced back far enough.



The Original German War Dog

Frau Stockmann's husband Phillip, also an artist, was drafted early in World War I. Photographs of him in uniform on guard duty surrounded by numbers of boxers still exist today. The Stockmann's trained champion boxers and pets were both drafted by the German Army in World War I. Champions were the first to be taken since in those days, the German championship requirements included demonstrations of working ability, or what was then called “man work” (the equivalent of modern-day Schutzhund).
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In World War I, Phillip Stockmann led the Munich Boxer Club to mobilize all useable and fit boxers in the German Home Guard. The dogs helped guard against enemy snipers and enemy infiltrators who were firing on German soldiers during guard duty.



Accounts of boxers of the early 1900s stress the boxer's agility, power, speed, and intelligence, all of which proved invaluable against snipers and spies. Sniper attacks dropped substantially once soldiers began using boxers on patrol. In her book My Life with Boxers, Frau Stockmann expresses pride in the fact that she and her daughter spent a great deal of time training the dogs to do such things as carry messages between points, track, jump, fetch, discriminate scent, and attack an enemy.

One of the best of the original war boxers was CH Roll von Vogelsberg. His ability to discriminate scent and his good instincts helped him round up and hold whole groups of smugglers and snipers by himself until soldiers arrived to assist him. Roll was also known for catching live hand grenades out of the air. He survived World War I, so he must have been very intelligent and capable! That amazing ability to assess and handle dangerous situations still characterizes the breed today.


Boxer History in the United States

The very earliest unofficial accounts of boxers in the United States mention two boxers being shown at the Westminster Kennel Club Show in 1898. AKC Judge Charles G. Hopton remembers the two boxers being shown in New York City. Judge Frank Begler recalls rumors of boxers being shown in Chicago in 1904. The first recorded boxer to finish a championship in the United States was German Champion Damph von Dom in 1915, a dog that belonged to New York Governor Herbert G. Lehman and his wife.
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The boxer is known as a gentle or sometimes a hearing guard dog rather than a biting guard dog. While some boxers certainly will bite, boxers as a breed tend to guard by standing their ground. If pushed, they have been known to body slam assailants. Bitches as small as twenty-two inches have been known to slam a misbehaving horse to the ground.



The 1930s were a period of great development for the American Kennel Club and dog shows in general. Obedience regulations were adopted in 1936, and professional handlers were required to be licensed. By 1938, the AKC was issuing championship certificates. Because many of the top winning dogs were from Europe and not registered by the AKC, the AKC began offering cash prizes for American-bred dogs. As a result, many parent clubs of all breeds were formed in the 1930s, including the American Boxer Club (founded in 1935).

Although the early American boxer was greatly influenced by the German boxers, the people founding the American Boxer Club were more influenced by the Austrian boxer breeders, who followed a much plainer standard. When Austria revised its standard to be in line with Germany, the United States continued under the greater influence of the German Boxer Club. The American Boxer Club is still in existence today and is the parent club to the many local AKC boxer clubs around the nation.
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Some people are surprised to learn that boxers did not begin to catch on as a breed in the United States until the 1930s. Boxer popularity has since grown and attracted owners, breeders, and trainers with many different interests.



Boxers were the AKC's seventeenth most popular breed in the early 1990s. At the same time, the popularity of other guard dogs began to wane, including rottweilers, chow chows, pit bulls, Dobermans, and German shepherds. This may be because boxers, as a gentle guard breed, were perceived to incur less liability. What surprised many owners interested in the boxer's guard capabilities was the breed's high energy level. That drove some people who simply wanted a guard dog away from boxers and back to their more familiar (and lethargic) breeds.


Understanding the Boxer

The boxer is complex, intelligent, and frequently misunderstood. While we no longer have need of its bear-, bull-, and boar-baiting abilities, the breed retains its powerful mental and physical characteristics. This sometimes causes problems for boxers in a world that no longer has a need or outlet for their tremendous skills.
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The boxer is a dignified and intelligent breed.


All boxers need a job, and if they aren't given one, they will make one up. Thousands of boxers across the country end up in rescue programs every year because their owners failed to take these latent abilities into consideration when their boxers were still adorable puppies. As a result, they failed to provide these pups with the stimulation and education that every boxer needs to keep from getting into trouble. Without sufficient attention and training, boxers tend to exhibit problem behaviors, especially the following:


	
Aggression, usually the result of unrestricted territoriality



	
Unrestrained physical energy (such as jumping up and knocking people down)



	
Excessive barking



	
Uncontrollable and inappropriate chewing (as of furniture, car tires, linoleum flooring)





Your boxer's job doesn't have to be as dramatic or interesting as what his ancestors were used to doing every day. What he does need is basic obedience training (at least) so he knows how to be a canine good citizen. In essence, every boxer should be busy being a good, well-trained dog and a wonderful family companion.
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Every boxer needs to know the obedience basics: come, sit, stay, down, leave it, get off, and walk nicely on leash. In addition, your boxer should know how to get along with other dogs and should willingly accept handling and petting from anyone approved and introduced by the owner. These are basics skills every new dog or puppy should learn.



With all their sensitivity, complexity, energy, and drive, boxers generally need more of their owners' attention than other breeds that might settle down more readily after adolescence. Unlike those dogs, most boxers remain puppies until the end. This comes as a surprise to people familiar with other breeds who expect a mature dog to become a couch potato. First-time boxer owners are usually in for quite a shock.


Special Needs of the Boxer

The boxer is a short-coated bracycephalic breed. Unlike breeds with coats that act like a heated blanket in winter and a cool coat in summer, the boxer does not have much natural insulation because of its short coat. Coupled with its undershot jaw and smushed nose, this puts the boxer at great risk of overheating in hot, humid weather.
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Behavior that vets, trainers, and behaviorists might otherwise characterize as hyperactive in other breeds is, in boxers, just a normally high energy level. For this reason, boxers need extra play time, attention, and training.



All bracycephalic breeds have some difficulty breathing efficiently in extreme heat because of their shortened noses and the extra tissue that fills their nasal cavities and throats. (The extra folds on the outside of the muzzle are mirrored by extra folds on the inside.) As a result, you must always be sure that your boxer has ample fresh water and a cool place to lie down in summer.





CHAPTER 2


Looking for a Boxer


Before you fall for the first puppy you see, keep in mind that you have some important homework to do. Boxers, like many other breeds, have their fair share of genetic health problems. Their hearts, hips, thyroids, and spines are all subject to various issues, some of which are life threatening. Temperament is also something you have to evaluate thoroughly. This chapter describes how to find the boxer that's perfect for you.


Is the Boxer Right for You?

If you are interested in the boxer's history and you want a smart, loyal, energetic, opinionated, sensitive, strong dog, the boxer is just the breed you're looking for! You can expect to train your dog throughout his life to keep him mentally and physically stimulated. Without that kind of devoted attention, your boxer may become destructive or may begin to age before his time.

The first way to ensure success with a dog is to be sure you're getting a good example of the breed. Working with a reputable breeder is the best way to find a healthy boxer. Chapter 4 describes all the hallmarks of the reputable breeder. You can find one through the American Kennel Club (online at 
www.akc.org), your local AKC-affiliated boxer club, or by visiting an accredited show.
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In 2004, the boxer was the seventh most popular breed registered with the American Kennel Club. Over the last decade or so, boxers have risen in popularity from seventeenth to seventh. As the breed has become more popular, however, the number of boxer rescue organizations has increased dramatically as well.




The Official Boxer Breed Standard

The breed standard for the boxer describes the physical and temperamental characteristics of an ideal example of the breed.
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 Breed Standard

The current breed standard, as published by the AKC (and quoted from the organization's Web site), reads as follows:


General Appearance:


The ideal Boxer is a medium-sized, square-built dog of good substance with short back, strong limbs, and short, tight-fitting coat. His well-developed muscles are clean, hard, and appear smooth under taut skin. His movements denote energy. The gait is firm yet elastic, the stride free and ground-covering, the carriage proud. Developed to serve as guard, working, and companion dog, he combines strength and agility with elegance and style. His expression is alert and his temperament steadfast and tractable.

The chiseled head imparts to the Boxer a unique individual stamp. It must be in correct proportion to the body. The broad, blunt muzzle is the distinctive feature, and great value is placed upon its being of proper form and balance with the skull.

In judging the Boxer first consideration is given to general appearance and overall balance. Special attention is then devoted to the head, after which the individual body components are examined for their correct construction, and the gait evaluated for efficiency.


Size:


Adult males 23 to 25 inches; females 21½ to 23½ inches at the withers. Proper balance and quality in the individual should be of primary importance since there is no size disqualification.


Proportion:


The body in profile is square in that a horizontal line from the front of the forechest to the rear projection of the upper thigh should equal the length of a vertical line dropped from the top of the withers to the ground.


Substance:


Sturdy, with balanced musculature. Males larger boned than females.


Head:


The beauty of the head depends upon the harmonious proportion of muzzle to skull. The blunt muzzle is 1/3 the length of the head from the occiput to the tip of the nose, and 2/3 the width of the skull. The head should be clean, not showing deep wrinkles (wet). Wrinkles typically appear upon the forehead when ears are erect, and are always present from the lower edge of the stop running downward on both sides of the muzzle.


Expression:


Intelligent and alert.


Eyes:


Dark brown in color, frontally placed, generous, not too small, too protruding, or too deep-set. Their mood-mirroring character, combined with the wrinkling of the forehead, gives the boxer head its unique quality of expressiveness. Third eyelids preferably have pigmented rims.


Ears:


Set at the highest points of the sides of the skull, the ears are customarily cropped, cut rather long and tapering, and raised when alert. If uncropped, the ears should be of moderate size, thin, lying flat and close to the cheeks in repose, but falling forward with a definite crease when alert.


Skull:


The top of the skull is slightly arched, not rounded, flat, nor noticeably broad, with the occiput not overly pronounced. The forehead shows a slight indentation between the eyes and forms a distinct stop with the topline of the muzzle. The cheeks should be relatively flat and not bulge (cheekiness), maintaining the clean lines of the skull as they taper into the muzzle in a slight, graceful curve.


Muzzle and Nose:


The muzzle, proportionately developed in length, width, and depth, has a shape influenced first through the formation of both jawbones, second through the placement of the teeth, and third through the texture of the lips. The top of the muzzle should not slant down (downfaced), nor should it be concave (dishfaced); however, the tip of the nose should lie slightly higher than the root of the muzzle. The nose should be broad and black.


Bite and Jaw Structure:


The boxer bite is undershot, the lower jaw protruding beyond the upper and curving slightly upward. The incisor teeth of the lower jaw are in a straight line, with the canines preferably up front in the same line to give the jaw the greatest possible width.

The upper line of the incisors is slightly convex with the corner upper incisors fitting snugly in back of the lower canine teeth on each side. Neither the teeth nor the tongue should ever show when the mouth is closed. The upper jaw is broad where attached to the skull and maintains this breadth, except for a very slight tapering to the front. The lips, which complete the formation of the muzzle, should meet evenly in front. The upper lip is thick and padded, filling out the frontal space created by the projection of the lower jaw, and laterally is supported by the canines of the lower jaw. Therefore, these canines must stand far apart and be of good length so that the front surface of the muzzle is broad and squarish and, when viewed from the side, shows moderate layback. The chin should be perceptible from the side as well as from the front. Any suggestion of an overlip obscuring the chin should be penalized.


Neck:


Round, of ample length, muscular and clean without excessive hanging skin (dewlap). The neck should have a distinctly arched and elegant nape blending smoothly into the withers.


Back and Topline:


The back is short, straight, muscular, firm, and smooth. The topline is slightly sloping when the Boxer is at attention, leveling out when in motion.


Body:


The chest is of fair width, and the forechest well-defined and visible from the side. The brisket is deep, reaching down to the elbows; the depth of the body at the lowest point of the brisket equals half the height of the dog at the withers. The ribs, extending far to the rear, are well-arched but not barrel-shaped.

The loins are short and muscular. The lower stomach line is slightly tucked up, blending into a graceful curve to the rear. The croup is slightly sloped, flat and broad. The pelvis is long, and in females especially broad. The tail is set high, docked, and carried upward. An undocked tail should be severely penalized.


Forequarters:


The shoulders are long and sloping, close-lying, and not excessively covered with muscle (loaded). The upper arm is long, approaching a right angle to the shoulder blade. The elbows should not press too closely to the chest wall nor stand off visibly from it.

The forelegs are long, straight, and firmly muscled, and, when viewed from the front, stand parallel to each other. The pastern is strong and distinct, slightly slanting, but standing almost perpendicular to the ground. The dewclaws may be removed. Feet should be compact, turning neither in nor out, with well-arched toes.


Hindquarters:


The hindquarters are strongly muscled, with angulation in balance with that of the forequarters.

The thighs are broad and curved, the breech musculature hard and strongly developed. Upper and lower thigh are long. The legs are well-angulated at the stifle, neither too steep nor over-angulated, with clearly defined, well let down hock joints. Viewed from behind, the hind legs should be straight, with hock joints leaning neither in nor out. From the side, the leg below the hock (metatarsus) should be almost perpendicular to the ground, with a slight slope to the rear permissible. The metatarsus should be short, clean, and strong. The boxer has no rear dewclaws.


Coat:


Short, shiny, lying smooth and tight to the body.


Color:


The colors are fawn and brindle. Fawn shades vary from light tan to mahogany. The brindle ranges from sparse but clearly defined black stripes on a fawn background to such a heavy concentration of black striping that the essential fawn background color barely, although clearly, shows through (which may create the appearance of reverse brindling).

White markings, if present, should be of such distribution as to enhance the dog's appearance, but may not exceed one-third of the entire coat. They are not desirable on the flanks or on the back of the torso proper. On the face, white may replace part of the otherwise essential black mask, and may extend in an upward path between the eyes, but it must not be excessive, so as to detract from true boxer expression. The absence of white markings, the so-called plain fawn or brindle, is perfectly acceptable, and should not be penalized in any consideration of color. Disqualifications: Boxers that are any color other than fawn or brindle. Boxers with a total of white markings exceeding one-third of the entire coat.


Gait:


Viewed from the side, proper front and rear angulation is manifested in a smoothly efficient, level-backed, ground covering stride with a powerful drive emanating from a freely operating rear. Although the front legs do not contribute impelling power, adequate reach should be evident to prevent interference, overlap, or sidewinding (crabbing). Viewed from the front, the shoulders should remain trim and the elbows not flare out. The legs are parallel until gaiting narrows the track in proportion to increasing speed, then the legs come in under the body but should never cross. The line from the shoulder down through the leg should remain straight although not necessarily perpendicular to the ground. Viewed from the rear, a boxer's rump should not roll. The hind feet should dig in and track relatively true with the front. Again, as speed increases, the normally broad rear track will become narrower. The boxer's gait should always appear smooth and powerful, never stilted or inefficient.


Character and Temperament:


These are of paramount importance in the boxer. Instinctively a hearing guard dog, his bearing is alert, dignified, and self-assured. In the show ring his behavior should exhibit constrained animation. With family and friends, his temperament is fundamentally playful, yet patient and stoical with children. Deliberate and wary with strangers, he will exhibit curiosity, but, most importantly, fearless courage if threatened. However, he responds promptly to friendly overtures honestly rendered. His intelligence, loyal affection, and tractability to discipline make him a highly desirable companion. Any evidence of shyness, or lack of dignity or alertness, should be severely penalized.


The foregoing description is that of the ideal boxer. Any deviation from the above-described dog must be penalized to the extent of the deviation.



Disqualifications:


Boxers that are any color other than fawn or brindle. Boxers with a total of white markings exceeding one-third of the entire coat.

AKC Approval: February 11, 2005

Effective: March 30, 2005


Where to Look

The best source for a healthy boxer puppy is a reputable breeder, who is likely to be a member of an AKC-affiliated boxer club. Try paying a visit to a licensed show (all-breed or a boxer specialty) or trial, and make your way to the boxer ring. Certain dogs will catch your eye, and you can then seek out their owners or handlers for a reference to the breeder. This is a good way to find a breeder with a new litter “on the ground” or on the way. Refer to Chapter 4 for a list of questions you should be prepared to ask all breeders before you consider buying one of their dogs.
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The terms “dog” and “bitch” describe males and females, respectively. These are generic terms and should not be used or interpreted as an insult of any kind! These designations tell you where a dog fits in the show schedule, which is known as a “premium list.”



You should also ask to see the pedigrees of the dogs in line with the puppy you would like to own. Preferably the pedigree of your puppy should have at least one parent who was shown ten times or more in conformation or had a CD (Companion Dog) title from the AKC. Either will be a sufficient test of temperament so that you know the parents are of sound temperament. It is preferable that at least a quarter of the dogs in the last four to five generations have titles.

Longevity and Vitality

If a breeder cannot or will not answer questions about health or longevity, she might be hiding something, or she might not be experienced enough to know that there are at least four major health-related conditions that every boxer should be screened for and found clear of before it is bred. The only exception to this is if the breeder can prove definitively that she has many generations of boxers who live past ten years of age who are very vital and healthy. This is most important if you want to do performance events. The golden age of all obedience dogs tends to be from ages six to ten. If the puppy you are looking at comes from a line that is old at age six, you may want to pass on that puppy because there are lines which are filled with vitality until past ten which would be a better choice for competition purposes.




[image: illustration]



Be prepared for a reputable breeder to ask you many questions, such as these: Do you own or rent your home? Do you have a fenced yard? Will someone be home to house train the puppy in the early days? Do you have a veterinarian to treat the puppy? Do you want to show a boxer, or do you just want a pet? Will you take the pup to puppy classes? Can you afford to show a dog? Can you afford veterinary care for your boxer, including expensive specialized care?



Longevity (in a boxer, ten years old or older) and longevity with vitality (a dog that is infirm, arthritic, or chronically ill, is not particularly vital, but a dog that still plays, works and is in good physical shape meets this criteria) is the best health test in boxers, and there are long-lived lines out there. If you look, you can find them.

You can ask friends or people you see in obedience or agility rings where they have gotten their boxers if you like their dogs and their dogs have the performance attitude and longevity that you are interested in having for yourself. However, if you live outside of an area where there are many reputable boxer breeders, you might wish to call the American Boxer Club for information on clubs and breeders near you.

You can search the Internet as well, but when you do that you might want to ask for references from happy puppy buyers. You can contact any of the Internet resources and ask questions of breeders on any of the boxer lists or who belong to the American Boxer Club.

A Quality Puppy

A quality puppy is one that has the potential to be a healthy good tempered, positive representative of the breed. If one or both of the parents are breed champions, then you know that the puppy in question has correct type in its near genetic makeup and probably a good temperament.

If one or both has done an obedience title, then you know that the puppy has intelligence, biddability, and working ability in its near genetic makeup. Similarly, an agility title in the parents indicates that the puppy has good athletic ability.
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Type suggests those qualities that consistently distinguish one animal from another. Repetitive type is usually the result of inbreeding or line breeding. Biddability refers to how readily and willingly a dog can be trained.



A Good Breeder

A good, reputable breeder is one who has, to the best of her ability, had both parents health-screened before the breeding. A reputable breeder will stand behind her line and guarantee the health of the puppy for at least the first forty-eight hours, until you can take the pup to your vet.

A good breeder will tell you if there were any heart- or thyroid-affected individuals in either of the parent's littermates, parents, or grandparents. The same is true of hip problems, cancer, or any other disease or illness.

A good breeder should be able to tell you if there is spondylosis or degenerative myelopathy in the line (both causes of going down in the rear, a phenomenon that affects a lot of boxers). In other words, a reputable breeder will give you a full disclosure on the health and well being of her dogs. If the breeder can give you direct answers in all of these areas, she is probably a good, competent breeder. The puppy she sells you will probably be healthy.

In the end, a good, reputable breeder should be a constant resource for the puppy buyer for the boxer's entire life. Additionally, a good breeder will take your boxer back if you cannot keep him at any time during his life, for any reason. This shows that the breeder has the dog's best interests at heart.


Where Not to Look

First and foremost, you want to avoid any backyard breeder who is breeding just to make money without regard to the health, welfare, and well being of the boxers she is breeding and the breed as a whole. You also want to avoid anyone who does not screen for health-related issues, who does not know the boxer standard, is unfamiliar with the common boxer health problems, or who produces boxers with the genetics for common health problems.

Also, regardless of how cute they are, always avoid getting puppies from a pet store. These generally come with no health history on the parents, and therefore, no idea of what the pup's genetics are. If you have no clue about the puppy's genetics, you have no guarantee on the inherited health issues and you may not even get an AKC pedigree. In many cases, by buying a puppy that is not from health-tested parents, you are buying a lifetime of major veterinary bills with the pup. And while there are no absolute guarantees of health even if the parents and grandparents have passed all the boxer health screening tests, the chances are much better that you will have a boxer with better health longer if one or both of the parents were screened for the inherited health conditions that shorten the lives of many boxers and/or cost their owners a great deal of money to treat. Your boxer's health is too important to leave to a less-than adequate breeder.
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Always learn about a puppy's parents before selecting your boxer.



Finding a Healthy Boxer

Find out which lines live the longest with the greatest vitality. Some people will tell you that if you find any boxer line that lives past six, you are lucky, but that is not true. Many live to ten years of age and beyond with good health and vitality. This is the line that will be most likely to be able to provide you with the boxer puppy of your dreams.




[image: illustration]



You can ask your veterinarian if she knows of healthy long-lived lines of boxers that she may treat in his or her practice. This is one good way to find out from an objective outsider who is not involved with the dogs directly and who has nothing to lose by being honest about health issues and longevity. Your vet will only give you names of healthy dog's owners or breeders, and you won't have to wade through those that are not healthy and long-lived.



Again, by contacting the American Boxer Club for breeders in your area, or contacting a local boxer club, you will have a better chance of finding those lines that have greater health and longevity and those breeders who value health, type, and temperament. These are also the breeders who can help you raise a sound puppy and who can give advice on a number of breed-related health and behavioral issues.


Dog Ownership: A Family Affair

Before you even think about getting a boxer, the decision should be discussed with all members of the family, as everyone will need to be involved in the dog's care. All members of a household should attend the first puppy socialization classes and later basic obedience classes so everyone in the family learns how to deal with the boxer. That said, the adults in the family are really the ones who are ultimately responsible for the boxer.
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