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THE  American History Book 2nd Edition

Dear Reader,

In 1968, I enrolled as an undergraduate student at St. Lawrence University in Canton, New York. My strengths coming out of high school were in the area of mathematics and to a lesser degree, the sciences. Somewhere around the end of my sophomore year, I found not only my success in those areas beginning to wane, but my interest in the recorded stories of history becoming more keen. Needless to say, I graduated with a degree in history and education, and went on to teach American Studies for many years. The Everything® American History Book, 2nd Edition is my fourth publication.

I do not know where I was sidetracked from the studies of math and science, but perhaps it was one day picking up a book like the one you are reading and realizing that the story of history is fascinating! Be an active participant as you read! Let this book simply whet your appetite to look further, dig deeper, and enjoy the ride as you travel through the past and therefore, hopefully, better understand the present!





  
    
      

      
        To Randy Stafford, a friend, mentor, and kindred educator. We've had our ups and downs, but we're still playing together.
      

    

  
    
      

      Welcome to the EVERYTHING® Series!

      These handy, accessible books give you all you need to tackle a difficult project, gain a new hobby, comprehend a fascinating topic, prepare for an exam, or even brush up on something you learned back in school but have since forgotten.
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      Important sound bytes of information

      You can read an EVERYTHING® book from cover to cover or just pick out the information you want from our four useful boxes: e-facts, e-ssentials, e-stats, and e-questions. We literally give you everything you need to know on the subject, but throw in a lot of fun stuff along the way, too.
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      Quick handy tips

      We now have well over 300 EVERYTHING® books in print, spanning such wide-ranging categories as weddings, pregnancy, cooking, music instruction, foreign language, crafts, pets, New Age, and so much more. When you're done reading them all, you can finally say you know EVERYTHING®!
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      Facts and figures by the numbers
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      Solutions to common problems
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      Top Ten Fun Facts about America

      
        	Technically there are only forty-six states; Massachusetts, Virginia, Kentucky, and Pennsylvania are Commonwealths.

        	Ulysses S. Grant was once fined twenty dollars for speeding with his horse and carriage.

        	In 1916, Jeanette Rankin was the first woman ever elected to the House of Representatives. But though she could vote in Congress, woman's suffrage had not passed in the United States at that time.

        	Taft was the heaviest president at 332 pounds and once got stuck in a White House bathtub.

        	Maine is the only state whose name is one syllable.

        	Presidents Thomas Jefferson and John Quincy Adams both died on the same day, July 4th, 1826, the fiftieth anniversary of the Declaration of Independence.

        	Massachusetts is home to the body of water with the longest name in the U.S., Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg.

        	Both of James Madison's vice presidents died while he was in office.

        	Rhode Island is the smallest state in the U.S. but it has the longest name. The official name of the state is: Rhode Island and Providence Plantations.

        	Until Ronald Reagan (who was elected in 1980) all presidents who were elected in a year that ended in zero died or were assassinated while in office, these include Abraham Lincoln (1860), James Garfield (1880), William McKinley (1900), Warren G. Harding (1920), Franklin Roosevelt (1940), and John F. Kennedy (1960).

      

    

  
    
      

      
      Introduction

      IT HAS BEEN SAID that the study of history does not make you smart for the next time, but wise forever. As you start your journey through this book, keep in mind that a single history account cannot summarize the nation's past. The recording and resurrection of history relies on many sources, both primary — as with original documents — and secondary — as with a book such as the one in your hands. Perhaps The Everything® American History Book, 2nd Edition will stimulate you as a reader of history to pursue your heritage and therefore have a better perspective of what is to come!

      Just look at what Americans have accomplished in the short span of 225 years. With scientific and technological breakthroughs, cures for ailments and diseases, intellectual insights and artistic expressions, faith, fads, and fancy outfits, political involvement, obsessions, and foibles — the list never seems quite complete. Finally, always remember that the United States was founded upon the right of dissent and the responsibility of the citizen to hold those in power accountable for their actions.

      Chances are, your place in history is still evolving in a personal and collective sense. What better way to make a mark on American culture and move forward in a new millennium than by reading and learning about the highlights of what brought the country to this point in time!

      If you're still wondering whether American history can come alive for you, this book should convince you that it can. In these pages, you'll read interesting facts and explanations, revisit material you may have forgotten, and be challenged to explore many historical settings as they exist today. A unique component of this book are the sidebars, which reiterate a concept with a new twist and provide a snapshot of information that enhances the main text.

      Maybe this book will inspire you to further exploration of the nation's history. You might even plan your next vacation around some of the destinations and sights referred to in this book. For families with children, this book may help turn those children on to the richness of American history.
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      The Pre-Columbian Americas

      Long before the arrival of Christopher Columbus, the American continents had been home to a thriving indigenous population of perhaps 70 to 90 million people for more than 30,000 years. The first humans to inhabit North America most likely arrived from Asia by land bridge or sea, long before European contact.

      Some 35,000 years ago, when much of the northern oceans were massive glaciers and ocean levels were much lower, the Bering Strait land bridge connected northern Asia and Alaska.

      
Forensic Evidence

      Archaeologists and anthropologists generally agree that most of the people native to North America migrated from Siberia, likely pursuing animals such as the woolly mammoth, and then gradually spread to Central and South America. Recently, Ilya Zakharov, deputy director of Moscow's Vavilov Institute of General Genetics, conducted DNA testing to determine the exact origin of North American Native Americans. In an expedition he led in 1997, Zakharov went to the Ak-Dovurak region, 3,400 kilometers (2,108 miles) southeast of Moscow, and took hair samples from about 430 Tuvan people. An analysis of the DNA contained in the hair root was compared with Eskimos, Navajo, and Apache samples. High percentages of exact matches of the DNA between the Tuvan samples and those of Native Americans support the link between Siberia and North American peoples.

      
Early European Contacts

      Some believe that around the year 1000, the Norse explorer Leif Ericson, the second son of Eric the Red, who landed in Greenland in 982, found the North American shore, which he called Vinland (later called Newfoundland) for its profusion of wild grapes. The saga tells that he fitted out an expedition and sailed west, in an attempt to gather proof of the claims made by the Icelandic trader Bjarni Herjulfsson. In 986 Herjulfsson, driven far off course by a fierce storm between Iceland and Greenland, had reported sighting hilly, heavily forested land far to the west. Herjulfsson, though likely the first European to see the continent of North America, never set foot on its shores. Some believe Leif Ericson settled in Newfoundland, while others favor Nova Scotia, or even New England. In 1963, archaeologists found ruins of a Viking settlement in northern Newfoundland — a settlement that corresponds to Ericson's description of Vinland. Leif's brother Thorvald established a colony, but relations with the natives were poor. There are archaeological remains of native settlements in Newfoundland, and both Norse sagas and native oral history describe the encounters between the cultures. The inhabitants that the Vikings met were probably the Beothuk, though they may also have encountered the Micmac. Eventually, the Vikings were forced to flee. There is no other record of Europeans reaching the American continents until the time of Columbus.

      
        
          [image: illustration]
        

        The level of the oceans has risen nearly 395 feet since the last ice age, about 18,000 years ago. Since 1992, the ocean levels have been rising at a rate of one-eighth inch each year. Many scientists have concluded that the rise in the sea levels is a direct result of the warming of the planet, often referred to as global warming.

      

      
A Thriving Population

      It is believed that the American continents were populated with between 70 and 90 million people at the time of European contact: about 9 million in America north of present-day Mexico; 30 million in Mexico; 11 million in Central America; 445,000 in the Caribbean islands; 30 million in the South American Andean region; and 9 million in the remainder of South America.

      How the First Americans Arrived

      Scientists conclude that the indigenous people of the Americas probably migrated from eastern Siberia partly because of the physical characteristics of these Native Americans. They belong to the same human stock as modern Japanese, Koreans, and Chinese. The skin, eye, and hair color, broad face, and high cheekbones of many Native Americans are most like Mongoloids, a race indigenous to eastern Asia. Scholars have concluded that decreasing rainfall in eastern Asia reduced food resources, causing native peoples to move east for survival.

      The Great Ancient American Civilizations

      As these nomadic Asian hunters roamed southward, some 15,000 miles from Alaska to the Tierra del Fuego at the stormy tip of South America, they split into many different tribes, developing thousands of different languages and unique cultures. Among the great ancient American civilizations were the Aztecs in Mexico, centered around the city of Tenochtitlán, which today is Mexico City; the Incas in Peru, who numbered 7 million at their height; and the Maya in the Yucatán and Central America.

      A prime motivating factor for the Spanish conquistadores (conquerors) was their interest in siezing great quantities of precious metals such as gold and silver. Since the Mayan lands were poor in these resources, they held comparatively little initial interest for the Spanish, who were attracted instead to central Mexico and Peru by promising reports of the greater rewards. Within a period of fifteen years, the Spanish conquistadors Hernando Cortés and Francisco Pizarro gathered untold riches while conquering two native empires, the Aztec and the Inca.

      
The Legacy of the Great Civilizations

      By 1521, the mighty Aztec empire had fallen to the Spanish conqueror, or conquistador, Hernando Cortés. The destruction of the great Inca empire in Peru, twelve years after the similar fate of the Aztecs, brought to an effective end nearly 3,000 years of indigenous civilization in America. Although the Maya were able to preserve their own ways for a while because they were not unified in one state and were hard to suppress in the Yucatán jungle, by 1550 they were subdued and placed under the control of the Spanish king.

      Unfortunately, the Spanish, in their hunger for gold and silver, destroyed these cultures with an unprecedented thoroughness. The result is that there is relatively little to show now for these rich cultures and their highly skilled crafts.

      The Aztecs

      The Aztecs of central Mexico developed a writing and counting system based on pictographs in which each picture represented an object or the sound of a syllable. The Aztecs wrote using symbols. Thus the idea of death would be represented by a corpse wrapped for burial, night by a black sky and a closed eye, war by a shield and a club, or speech by a little scroll issuing from the mouth of the person who is talking. The Aztecs system of counting was based upon increments of twenties, as opposed to the modern system of counting by tens. Their counting system was based on the number twenty, in which one picture represented twenty items, another 20 × 20 (= 400) items, and so on. Archaeologists have learned to decode some of their writings, which describe historical events.

      Another contribution the Aztecs made to the world was their role in helping to introduce the use and cultivation of the cacao bean, which comes from an evergreen tropical tree. The seed of the cacao tree is used in making chocolate, cocoa, and cocoa butter. In addition, cacao beans were commonly used as currency in pre-Columbian Mesoamerica. In some areas, such as Yucatán, they were still used in place of small coins as late as the 1840s. Cacao appears to have originated in the Amazon basin about 4,000 years ago.

      The Maya

      Mayan settlement was extensive in the Yucatán Peninsula and stretched southward into Central America. The Maya were highly skilled mathematicians, astronomers, artists, and architects. They developed a calendar system based on 365 days using the observations of Earth's relationship to the sun. They kept track of the solar and lunar years and the cycles of the visible planets. They determined the spring planting and fall harvest time from their observations of Earth's rotation around the sun.

      
        [image: illustration]
      

      The Mayan symbol is the earliest known use of a zero placeholder. It is the Mayan equivalent of the Arabic zero (0), and it allowed the Maya the ability to distinguish between numbers like 23 and 203.

      Incas

      Incan contributions to future societies incorporated the technology necessary to build thousands of miles of roads throughout the South American rain forests. Agricultural contributions such as the use of terrace farming are still used today in mountainous areas. Terrace farming creates flat strips in the sides of hilly terrain and tiers the strips with rock walls. Medical advances of the Incan society included the performance of surgery and the use of herbal remedies to treat different illnesses.

      
The Original North Americans

      The indigenous people of North America were smaller scale cultures than the grand civilizations of the Maya, Aztecs, and Incas. Although the population was large (10 million), there was little uniformity. Tribes were thinly spread throughout the Northwest (Nez Perce and Flathead), Southwest (Ute and Paiute), Midwest (Sioux, Cheyenne, Comanche), Southeast (Cherokee, Choctaw), and Northeast (Iroquois, Huron).

      The tribes had different economies and languages, and some were warlike and others peace-loving. The Plains Indians were nomadic, using the tepee as a shelter, while the eastern Iroquois lived in far more substantial, permanent structures. This lack of unity among the tribes of North America certainly contributed to their inability to defend themselves from the European intruders. On some occasions tribes allied themselves with whites against other Native American nations. The French and Indian War (1754– 1763) saw the Huron tribes allied with the French and the federated Iroquois tribes siding with the British in the struggle for control of the North American continent. In most of these situations, Native Americans suffered the casualties of war without furthering their own long-term interests.

      
Unpremeditated Biological Warfare?

      There were many reasons that a population of 10 million that lived north of Mexico when Columbus came would be reduced to less than 1 million: clashing cultures; differing concepts of religion, property use, accumulation of wealth; superior weaponry in the hands of the Europeans; and human progress from “savagery to civilization.” All the factors contributed to the annihilation of indigenous civilizations in the post-Columbian centuries. But foremost was disease.

      
        
          [image: illustration]
        

        The United States Census Bureau defines an American Indian and Alaska Native as “a person having origins in any of the original peoples of North and South America (including Central America) and who maintain tribal affiliation or community attachment.” The 2000 census recorded 2,664,000 Native Americans and Alaska Natives living in the United States.

      

      The diseases of Europe seem to have been unknown to the American continents, and in their absence, Native Americans had no immunity to the germs and viruses. Perhaps the deadliest was the effects of being stricken with smallpox, which William Bradford of Plymouth described as “dying like rotten sheep.” In his book Invisible Armies, Dr. Howard N. Simpson concludes that the “Europeans were able to conquer America not because of their military genius, or their religious motivation, or their ambition, or their greed. They conquered it by waging unpremeditated biological warfare.”
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      Uncovering the Existence of the New World

      By the time Christopher Columbus sailed across the Atlantic Ocean, the civilizations on the American continents were already centuries old, so it makes less sense to say that Columbus discovered a new world than to say that he uncovered a very old one. As you read in Chapter 1, he was not even the first European to set foot in the Americas. This chapter further explores the events and consequences of Columbus's uncovering.

      
A “New” World

      When the uncovering of America is mentioned, Christopher Columbus immediately comes to mind. The explorer even has an official national holiday on the calendar, and scores of parades that celebrate his uncovering! Columbus is so significant in history that historians use his accomplishments to divide history into eras, making the time before 1492 “pre-Columbian.”
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          How many national holidays honor the name of an individual American?
        

        Presidents' Day is celebrated in February to honor two presidents, Abraham Lincoln and George Washington. The holiday is celebrated in the United States on the third Monday in February. Since becoming known as President's Day in 1971, the only two national holidays that honor an individual's name are Columbus Day and Martin Luther King's birthday.

      

      There are some who consider this recognition misplaced, as his attempts to reach the Far East were unsuccessful. Yet many people feel that celebration is appropriate when one considers, in the words of J. H. Parry, an authority of Spanish explorers, that “Columbus did not discover a new world; he established contact between two worlds, both already old.”

      Christopher Columbus was born near Genoa, in northern Italy, in 1451. Young Columbus began his seafaring career shortly after Portuguese navigators reached the Cape Verde Islands off the coast of West Africa in 1460. A few years later, he sailed commercial routes between Genoa and other Mediterranean ports before voyages to the Aegean island of Chios (near what is now Turkey), England, the Portuguese island of Madeira, and Guinea (on Africa's west coast). In between these journeys, he married and became a father.

      
Columbus Had a Hunch

      Around 1483, Columbus went to King John II of Portugal for endorsement of his plan to discover a new route to Asia by sailing west. Asia was the place to get what everyone wanted back then — spices. These were not simply the mildly aromatic pleasures that enhanced flavors — spices were essential for preserving food. But King John II rejected Columbus's petition. By 1485 and now a widower, Columbus moved with his son to Spain. Persistent as ever, he presented a plan the following year to Isabella of Castile and Ferdinand of Aragon, the queen and king of Spain. Again, Columbus was refused. However, in 1489 Queen Isabella listened to Columbus again. He left their meeting with hopes of organizing a future expedition, once Spain's war with the Moors was over.
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        It's often believed that Columbus had to work hard to convince the king and queen, as well as his crew, that Earth is spherical rather than flat. However, at the end of the fifteenth century, the idea of a round world was not a new concept. Even some ancient Greeks such as Aristotle were aware of Earth's roundness.

      

      Ready, Set, Sail

      Two years passed with no developments. Columbus grew frustrated with the delays and even prepared to leave Spain. Eventually he was summoned by Queen Isabella, who gave him the assurances he needed. Sure enough, the Moors surrendered in 1492, and the Spanish sovereigns approved Columbus's expedition to find a western route to Asia on behalf of Spain. Preparations in the Spanish port of Palos began in May with the requisitioning of three ships, and by August the Niña, Pinta, and Santa María set sail. The expedition was financed in part by royal money granted by the king and queen as well as Columbus's own private funding. What was in it for Columbus? The seafarer was commissioned with the promise that he would receive one-tenth of the profits from the expeditions, and he was granted several titles, including “Admiral of the Ocean Sea,” viceroy, and governor of whatever lands he discovered.
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        Ferdinand and Isabella had promised that the first man to sight land would get a yearly pension of 10,000 maravedis (Spanish gold coin). A few hours after midnight on October 12, 1492, Juan Rodriguez Bermeo, a lookout on the Pinta, spotted what was most likely an island of the Bahamas, but Columbus claimed to have spied land first and collected the reward himself.

      

      And over the horizon they went. After taking on supplies in the Canary Islands and sailing over the vast sea, on October 12, 1492, crewmembers of the Santa María sighted land. The natives they encountered called the land Guanahani, which Columbus later dubbed San Salvador. Historians still argue about the precise landing spot, but it was somewhere in the Bahamas.

      Columbus Miscalculated

      Columbus believed he had found Asia, but actually he'd miscalculated the distance, and a few other minor details. In fact, to say he misjudged would be an understatement. Some believe he underestimated Earth's size by 25 percent. Many people, including Columbus, thought the oceans were far smaller than they really are and that the land masses were much larger. His crew wasn't the least bit pleased that their journey took as long as it did. There were rumblings of mutiny.

      Believing he'd landed in Asia, or the Indies, Columbus called the natives he encountered “Indians.” Since he hadn't found the spices he was looking for, he kept sailing, encountering Cuba and Hispaniola (modern-day Haiti and the Dominican Republic). In a Christmas Day storm, the Santa María struck a coral reef, split open, and sank. The exact location of the wreck is unknown, but it's thought to be in the vicinity of today's Cap Haitien in Haiti.

      
The First Colony

      Columbus didn't know what to do with the survivors of the Santa María. The Pinta wasn't nearby, and the Niña, the smallest of the fleet, could not make room for the Santa María's crew. So in the end, Columbus decided to leave behind thirty-nine of his men to establish a colony he named La Navi-dad (Christmas), the first attempt at European settlement since the Vikings. Some actually volunteered to stay behind in the Caribbean outpost. Among them were a surgeon, a barrel-maker, an artilleryman, and a tailor, in addition to the many seamen who made up the crew.
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        Columbus sailed home triumphantly, bringing several Native Americans as proof of his successful expedition. Columbus made his way to the Portuguese king — the same monarch who once refused to support the admiral's voyage — before heading back to Spain. While in Lisbon, he wrote a soon-to-be-famous letter describing his Caribbean discoveries, and shortly thereafter appeared before Queen Isabella and King Ferdinand.

      

      These European settlers discovered not only a new land, but new ways of living and eating as well. For instance, the Arawak (Bahamas) and Taino (Caribbean) slept in hand-woven hamacas, or hammocks. Columbus's men discovered a new diet of corn (maize), sweet potatoes, and red chili pepper, and they learned to grow squash, pumpkins, and beans. Then there was the botanical novelty the inhabitants smoked — tobacco. In turn, the Arawak learned how to farm with cattle, pigs, and horses, which the Europeans later brought with them. However, with the novel comes the dreaded. The Native Americans had no resistance to European diseases, and many succumbed to smallpox, whooping cough, and measles. Diseases brought to the Caribbean by the Europeans contributed to the deaths of more than 3 million Native Americans between 1494 and 1508.

      
Columbus Returns

      After an absence of six and a half years, the Pinta reappeared in Hispaniola. When Columbus had departed years before, he'd left La Navidad unfortified, for he assumed the relations between his settlers and the Native Americans were amicable. Little did he suspect that the Spaniards would take to pillaging and plundering, and that the once-friendly Native Americans would retaliate in defense. No doubt some colonists also succumbed to illness and perhaps were unaccustomed to the tropical climate. On his return voyage in 1493, Columbus found no survivors at the settlement.

      Seventeen caravels (fast sailing ships) with nearly 1,200 men sailed as part of Columbus's second expedition. That second crossing was fairly uneventful, with another stop at the Canary Islands to take on provisions along with sheep, mares, goats, and pigs. Columbus set a more southerly course this time, aiming for unexplored islands he'd learned about. These included Dominica, Guadeloupe, Puerto Rico, and Jamaica.

      Unhappy that his first settlement site had been dictated by the shipwreck, Columbus chose to sail east to establish another new colony. But this time weather was a deterring factor. With trade winds so strong he could not safely continue sailing, he chose another site for his new settlement (still on Hispaniola), which he named La Isabela.

      Even after all this time, Columbus still believed that Cuba was a part of the Asian mainland and that he wasn't far off his original course. No doubt he was impressed by the verdant splendor of the Caribbean, but he was discouraged to find none of the golden treasures that Marco Polo had described from his journeys in Asia.

      
Poor Management

      Although he was supposed to be administering the lands he encountered, Columbus made a series of blunders, including leaving his brother in command of La Isabela. It's said he also adopted harsh measures against the natives and had a heavy hand when it came to disciplining his own men. Rather than sending gold back to the Spanish court, Columbus captured natives, sending them home to be sold as slaves. The Crown also authorized the encomienda system, which, instead of being a grant of land, was a grant of a type of slave labor. The natives revolted, skirmishes ensued at the colony, and Queen Isabella objected to the slaves, sending a royal commission to investigate the situation. Because of the criticism he received, Columbus established a new capital, calling it Santo Domingo. He then retreated to Spain to plan yet a third voyage.
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        In the ecomienda system, the Spanish conquistadors were given trusteeship over the native people they conquered. The conquistador could tax his trustees and summon them for labor on the land and in return he was to provide law and order and teachings in Catholicism. The system, however, was quickly corrupted and became a tool for oppression, ultimately forcing the natives into slavery.

      

      Not long before this time, a decree called the Treaty of Toledo, signed in 1480, had divided Portuguese and Spanish territories. This gave Portugal territorial rights to Morocco and other areas, and prohibited Spain from sailing beyond the Canary Islands.

      It is thought that Columbus may have intentionally reported the latitude of his discoveries incorrectly, knowing full well that these islands belonged to Portugal by the terms of the treaty. Remember, there was no love lost between Columbus and the Portuguese, who had rejected his voyage plans years before.

      But in 1493, Pope Alexander VI issued a papal bull (decree) that a line be drawn from north to south dividing the Atlantic Ocean. He decreed that all lands that were situated east of that line would belong to Portugal. Everything to the west would be property of Spain. This resulted in passing legal possession of the New World to Spain. It was quite convenient for Columbus that the new pope was Spanish!

      
The Final Voyages

      Competition among the explorers was growing intense. Portugal had sent Vasco da Gama on an expedition in 1497. He reached India the next year. It's thought that this provided the impetus for the sovereigns to approve a third journey for the admiral.

      Columbus sailed away on his third voyage to the New World in 1498. On this journey, he uncovered Venezuela and the islands of Trinidad and Margarita, and again visited Hispaniola, only to find revolts against his brother's rule. In 1500, in an effort to restore order and peace, Queen Isabella and King Ferdinand sent another governor to Hispaniola. Columbus was arrested and sent back to Spain. Somehow he managed to finagle authorization to undertake a fourth voyage.
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        The trip in 1502 was the fastest Columbus ever sailed. He organized the entire fleet in roughly four weeks, with the goal of circumnavigating the world. He left on May 9, 1502, only three months after the new “Governor of the Indies” had been sent off, but he was forbidden to return to Hispaniola.

      

      Columbus explored the Central American coast for nearly six months in search of the westward passage that remained elusive. He attempted to establish a gold-mining camp in Panama. The natives thwarted these plans, however. He and his men explored Martinique briefly and were shipwrecked off Jamaica, where they remained for a year awaiting rescue.

      Finally a ship sent from Hispaniola rescued them. Columbus then set sail for Spain, where he arrived in poor health. During his audience with King Ferdinand (the queen had passed on), he was rebuffed; the king revoked the admiral's rights and titles. On May 20, 1506, Christopher Columbus died, still hanging on to the notion that he'd reached Asia.

    

  
    
      3

      
      English, French, and Dutch Influences

      After Christopher Columbus, other explorers and expeditions established further colonies in the New World. French explorers led some of these expeditions, and the English some others. In fact, some of their explorations occurred almost concurrently. This chapter will discuss those early explorers and settlers and their permanent and not-so-permanent settlements. You'll also get a glimpse into how life in the new world survived in its first fledgling years.

      
The Roanoke Colony

      Sir Walter Raleigh, an English adventurer, writer, and explorer, was a prominent member of English society and, for a while, the favorite of Queen Elizabeth I. In 1584, Raleigh obtained approval from the queen to colonize America. He wasted no time sending out a reconnaissance voyage led by Philip Amadas and Arthur Barlowe, who returned full of enthusiasm, citing abundant resources and friendly natives.

      Bolstered with confidence, Raleigh then financed another sailing where he sent out 100 colonists in seven ships to establish a colony on Roanoke Island, off of what is known today as North Carolina. Sir Richard Grenville and Sir Ralph Lane led this expedition.

      They built a fort, constructed houses, planted crops, and searched for gold. But within a year, nature and the natives forced them back to England. The English settlers weren't used to hurricanes, and the Native Americans proved to be hostile neighbors. Even though they abandoned the area, this was the first Roanoke settlement, and the first English colony in America.
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        There are Native Americans now living in North Carolina who call themselves Croatan, and they often have English names. Some believe this is proof that the lost colonists were their ancestors. But English ancestry cannot be substantiated. The Fort Raleigh National Historic Site was established on Roanoke Island in 1941.

      

      Undaunted, a British man named John White arrived in Roanoke in 1587 with more colonists, including his daughter Eleanor Dare, who was about to give birth. When she delivered a baby girl, she named the child (quite appropriately) Virginia Dare, the first English baby born in the New World. After a few weeks, White sailed back to England to gather more provisions. Fighting between England and Spain delayed his return, but when he did sail back in 1591, he found a deserted colony with the word “Croatoan” carved on a tree post. There was no visible sign that a struggle had taken place, the settlers had simply disappeared. The fate of the colony, which became known as “the Lost Colony of Roanoke,” is still a mystery, with some suggesting the settlers were attacked and killed by the natives or by the Spanish troops. Others believe that the colonists went to live with the natives, or perhaps on nearby Croatoan Island.

      
Jamestown Settlement

      In 1605, two groups of London merchants who had combined the investments of many smaller investors petitioned King James I for a charter to establish another colony in Virginia. These two groups — prototypes of modern-day corporations — became the Virginia Company of London and the Plymouth Company.

      After receiving its charter, the Virginia Company organized its expedition, providing free passage to America in exchange for a contract under which the settlers agreed to seven years of indentured servitude. This became a popular arrangement. In December 1606, those who signed on (a total of 120) boarded three vessels — the Susan Constant, the Discovery, and the Godspeed.

      Under Way

      By May 1607, the 104 remaining settlers commanded by Captain Christopher Newport sailed their three rather frail vessels through the Chesapeake Bay and thirty miles up the James River to reach a parcel of densely wooded, swampy land. There, the settlers built Jamestown, England's first permanent colony, and like many other explorers before, they set out to find treasure.

      They arrived too late in the season to plant crops, and the swamps didn't help their chances of survival. Many of these genteel souls were not accustomed to manual labor, and neither were the valets who sailed with them. Everyone had to carve out homes in the wilderness. There was no choice but to adapt. And many did not. Within a few months, some settlers died of famine and disease, while others went to live with Native American tribes. Only thirty-eight made it through their first year in the New World.

      That these settlers survived at all is due in large measure to Captain John Smith, a former crusader and pirate turned gentleman. Smith was chosen to lead the Jamestown Colony in 1608, but became a bit of a dictator, ruling with harsh orders such as “no work, no food.” He turned the settlers into foragers and successful traders with the Native Americans, who taught the English how to plant corn and other crops.

      John Smith and Pocahontas

      Smith led expeditions to explore the regions surrounding Jamestown, and it was during one of these that the chief of the Powhatan Native Americans captured Smith. According to an account Smith published in 1624, he was going to be put to death until the chief's daughter, Pocahontas, saved him. (Pocahontas's real name was Matoaka. The Native American name “Pocahontas” means “playful one.”) From this the legend of Pocahontas sprang forth, becoming part of American folklore, children's books, and movies. But did it really happen?
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        In their very first years in Virginia, the British encouraged interracial marriage with the Native Americans in order to promote better relations. In Virginia, money was offered to white Virginians who would marry Native Americans. Few took advantage of the offer and later the English would forbid interracial marriage. Pocahontas would be one of the last Native Americans to be accepted into British-American society through marriage.

      

      Some historians believe the event did not actually occur because they say Smith did not mention this Native American woman or his release in any of the documents he wrote about the colony's first year. Smith's account of the capture was published in 1624, long after the supposed event took place, which leads some historians to believe Smith was just trying to create a good story.

      In 1614, John Smith returned to America, exploring and mapping the New England coast. He later sailed back to England with valuable furs and fish and became a prolific writer and supporter of American colonization. It's during this period that Smith penned The Generall Historie of Virginia, New-England, and the Summer Isles; and The True Travels, Adventures, and Observations of Captaine John Smith. Smith died in 1631.

      Evidence is scarce that Pocahontas actually helped John Smith, risking her life to save him. An account that is probably more accurate states that Smith participated in an initiation ceremony making him an honorary Powhatan tribesman. The Jamestown settlers did capture a young Pocahontas around 1612, returning her to their colony. In captivity, she caught the eye of John Rolfe, an Englishman, who later married her with the blessing of her father and the English governor. This established a peace with the Powhatans that lasted eight years. Pocahontas converted to Christianity and took the name Rebecca. In 1615, she gave birth to her first child, Thomas.

      With his bride and new son, Rolfe returned to England. Soon, Pocahontas captured the people's hearts. Just as she was preparing to return to Virginia in 1617, Pocahontas died of smallpox and was buried in the chapel of the parish church in Gravesend, England.

      
The Top Crop

      Although Pocahontas won the hearts of the English, tobacco also captured their attention. In 1612, colonists began growing tobacco, and it was a primary reason behind the Jamestown settlement's success. In fact, Jamestown became the capital of Virginia.
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        The tobacco plant in the Americas can be traced back more than 8,000 years. Native Americans eventually started smoking and chewing the dried tobacco leaves, and by the time Europeans came to North America, tobacco was growing in abundance in the Americas.

      

      Moreover, the tobacco crop attracted more settlers to the colonies, where they planted it in every available inch of fertile soil. But once indentured servitude ended, settlers were hard-pressed to maintain their tobacco and other crops. So, they began purchasing laborers from Dutch traders who kidnapped black Africans in their homelands, transported them against their will across the ocean, and sold them to plantation owners — the start of slavery in America.

      Relations with the Native Americans began to sour, for the natives frequently attacked Jamestown. In 1622, 350 colonists were killed. By 1644, a total of 500 had perished. In 1676, the colonists rebelled against the rule of Governor William Berkeley in what's known as Bacon's Rebellion. A group of former indentured servants, led by plantation owner Nathaniel Bacon, didn't think Berkeley was protecting them from Native American raids. When Bacon and his men formed a small army to punish the Native Americans, Berkeley denounced them as rebels. Marching against Jamestown in 1676, Bacon captured the town and burned it.

      Middle Plantation, in what is now Williamsburg, became the seat of colonial government in 1699, and Jamestown was left deserted.

      
The Dutch Arrive

      Hired by the Dutch to find the Northwest Passage to Asia, English explorer Henry Hudson sailed into the wonderfully sheltered bay at Manhattan Island, one of the greatest natural harbors in the world, in September 1609. Spurred by Hudson's tales of a fur-trading paradise, the Dutch West India Company colonized this new region in 1624, calling it New Netherlands. The following year, they established a Dutch trading post, named New Amsterdam, on Manhattan's southern tip. Soon, the Dutch began other settlements in the Bronx, Brooklyn, Queens, and Staten Island, building a fortification to protect the colony from potential English or Native American invasions. This wall encompassed the area we now know as Wall Street.
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          How did Coney Island get its name?
        

        The Dutch settled Manhattan in 1624 and inhabited Coney Island soon afterward. Since the Dutch word for rabbit was konijn and the barrier beach island had a large population of wild rabbits, this may have led to the name.

      

      In 1664, Peter Stuyvesant, then the governor, had to deal with a struggling colony where the lure of trading in spices or slavery was more lucrative for many Dutch. Then the British invaded. At first, Stuyvesant vowed to fight them, but when the leading merchants petitioned him to give up and not ruin their city, he relented. The new English governor offered free passage back to Holland for those who didn't wish to stay, but reportedly no one left. Two days later, on August 29, 1664, New Amsterdam was renamed New York after the Duke of York, as a birthday present from his brother King Charles.

      
A New England

      To fully understand this story, you need to understand its historical background. In the mid-sixteenth century, King Henry VIII had broken away from Roman Catholicism to establish the Anglican Church, otherwise known as the Church of England. But by 1600, during the reign of Elizabeth I (his daughter), this church also had its detractors. These reformers felt that the Church of England still resembled the Catholic Church too closely for comfort. They disliked the church government along with what they perceived as showy rituals. Because this group wanted to purify the church, they became known as the Puritans.

      Hard times had fallen on England, and these reformers suffered greatly from the ills of a bad economy with high unemployment and low wages. The Puritans blamed their lot on the Church of England, and they weren't shy about telling anyone so. King James I, who succeeded Elizabeth I, did not take well to this outspokenness, doing everything in his power to make the Puritans miserable.

      Most Puritans believed they could change the church and still belong to it. Others didn't think the Church of England could change, and they chose to create a separate congregation outside of the established church. They became known as the Separatists and suffered harsh treatment — which included not being able to attend universities or worship openly. Separatists were imprisoned and sometimes put to death. The English clergyman Robert Browne was influential among the group, and some of his followers became known as Brownists.

      A good many of these Separatists escaped to the Netherlands, where some became sailors aboard Dutch merchant ships. Others returned to England in 1620, but were still unhappy. The New World in America that people spoke of was simply too enticing to pass up. In a new land, the Separatists could worship as they pleased, create a truly religious society, and yet retain their English identity. It was this group that made up the core of the Pilgrims.

      Strangers among Them

      Planning their voyage, the Pilgrims recruited a number of others to join them. Approximately eighty “strangers,” who weren't Separatists or Puritans, decided to sail as well, but not for religious freedom. They sought better lives, adventure, shipboard jobs, and, of course, great wealth. Among these men were Captain Miles Standish and John Alden.

      The group, to set sail on two ships, had obtained a charter to settle in the Virginia Colony. These ships, the Speedwell and the Mayflower, were outfitted for their Atlantic crossings. Twice during the summer months they set sail, and twice they returned to England on account of the Speedwell. It wasn't exactly a seaworthy vessel. So the Mayflower headed out alone, sailing from Plymouth, England, in September 1620.

      The Mayflower spent two months crossing an angry Atlantic Ocean. To make matters worse, the maps the Pilgrims used weren't all that trustworthy. Those maps, along with the strong winds, took the sailors well north of the Virginia Colony (though some have speculated that the Pilgrims bribed Captain Christopher Jones to alter the Mayflower's course). On November 21, 1620, the Pilgrims reached Provincetown Harbor at the point of Cape Cod, Massachusetts.

      Signing the Mayflower Compact

      Although the Mayflower's passengers seemed happy to reach dry land, they were also concerned because their charter from the London merchants had sent them to Virginia. Some of the strangers aboard talked of breaking away from the group. Noting the dissension among them, the passengers drew up an agreement while anchored in the harbor. The Mayflower Compact was the first colonial agreement that formed a government by the consent of those governed, for the signers agreed to follow all “just and equal” laws that the settlers enacted. Furthermore, the majority would rule in matters where there was disagreement. That might seem simple today, but back then, this was a giant leap away from the tradition of royal and absolute rulers. The Mayflower Compact guided the colonists until they joined with the Massachusetts Bay Colony in 1691.

      Native American Aid at Plymouth Colony

      When the Pilgrims established Plymouth Colony, they chose this site for its farm fields, its supply of fresh drinking water, and the hill that enabled them to build a fort. But by early 1621, the Pilgrims were cold, hungry, and sick. They had arrived too late to plant crops, and with the snow, cold, and dwindling food supply, as many as half the colonists died.

      The hope of spring kept them going. So did a surprise in the form of a Native American named Samoset, who entered their settlement, speaking English. Samoset said he'd heard them speaking and learned their language, and evidently he saw the Pilgrims' needs. Soon he brought Squanto, another Native American friend and part of the tribe that had lived at Plymouth before the colonists' arrival, to serve as their guide, teaching them how to survive with new methods of farming and fishing. The Pilgrims learned to plant corn, fertilize their fields, and prosper in other ways as well.
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        Native Americans had celebrated autumn harvests for centuries. Early New Englanders celebrated Thanksgiving only when there was a plentiful harvest, but it gradually became an annual custom. During the American Revolution, the Continental Congress proposed a national day of thanksgiving, and in 1863, Abraham Lincoln issued the proclamation designating the fourth Thursday in November as Thanksgiving Day.

      

      Squanto acted as the interpreter between the Pilgrims and the great Chief Massasoit of the Wampanoag in southeastern Massachusetts. The two sides pledged not to harm one another, and by the following autumn in 1621, the Pilgrims celebrated their first harvest with their Native American neighbors. Both brought provisions for that first Thanksgiving feast, which lasted three days.

      
Massachusetts Bay Colony

      In 1623, the Council for New England issued a patent to the Dorchester Company, made up of English businessmen interested in trade, to settle in the American colonies. Cape Ann, along the Atlantic coast of Massachusetts, became a settlement, albeit one that didn't last longer than 1625. But the survivors, led by Roger Conant, founded Naumkeag (now Salem) in 1626.

      During this time period there were further settlements around Massachusetts, including the towns of Mount Wollaston (now Quincy), Wessagusset (now Weymouth), and Nantasket.

      In 1628, the Council for New England gave a group led by John Endecott a patent entitling them to land just south of the Merrimack River to just north of the Charles River, extending from sea to sea. This larger group of English Puritans settled on the shores of Massachusetts Bay. Between 1629 and 1640, more than 20,000 additional colonists made the crossing to settle in New England.

      The Settlement at Salem

      Endecott was soon sent to take over the settlement at Salem, and in 1629, King Charles I granted the charter for the Massachusetts Bay Colony. The first government was established in England, but in 1629, it moved to Massachusetts, and the government of the trading company soon became that of the colony. Men such as John Winthrop and John Cotton, along with other Puritan leaders, soon exercised absolute control, succeeding in their attempts to create a religious purpose for the colony they'd founded.

      Putting the religious reforms of the Puritans aside, Puritanism valued hard work, a good business sense, and the need for education. Over time, these traits came to represent what America was all about. In a negative sense, people still use the term puritanical to describe rigid morality or narrowness of mind.

      The Role of Religion in Colonial Life

      Because their beliefs were based on independent congregations, free of the church hierarchy that existed back in England, the settlers became known as Congregationalists. Attendance at Sunday services was mandatory, and with the work required to thrive in the colonies, that left little leisure time. There was no dancing, no real recreation. Ironically, life was reminiscent of times past. The punishment for any crime committed was harsh, and those who spoke out against the puritanical dictates were persecuted. Indeed, the Puritans proved to be as intolerant as the king they had fled. In 1636, Thomas Hooker led more than a hundred settlers from Massachusetts to Connecticut to escape what was perceived as the harsh rule of the Puritans.
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        The Quakers were banished from the colony when they dared to disagree, and others fled for religious and economic reasons to establish other New England towns. Among them was Roger Williams, a Puritan minister, who founded a settlement around 1635 that became the colony of Rhode Island.

      

      From 1629 to 1660, the Massachusetts Bay colonists were pretty much independent of English control, because the English Parliament and the king had their own power struggles. Elder colonists used their financial muscle to influence adjacent settlements, and in turn the Massachusetts Bay Colony dominated proceedings of the New England Confederation, a military alliance the colonists had formed to stave off attacks by Native Americans and Dutch settlers. Members of this confederation — Connecticut, New Haven, Plymouth, as well as Massachusetts Bay — agreed to retain their independence while helping each other's militias. However, when the English monarchy prevailed in 1660, King Charles II tried to exert his influence over the American settlements, especially the Massachusetts Bay Colony.

      The colonists were a persistent people, holding their own for many years. But after 1674, England tried once again to subdue the rebellious Massachusetts Bay colonists, charging that they had violated the Navigation Acts, among other misdeeds. In 1684, England revoked the Massachusetts Bay Colony's charter, and in 1691, the colony was granted a new royal charter that essentially ended the form of government the Puritans had created. The right to elect representatives was now based on property qualifications rather than church membership. The hysteria and wild accusations in Salem in 1692 further eroded the Puritanical influence.

      
Salem Witch Trials

      To fully grasp the witchcraft scare, you have to remember that the 1690s had its share of religious, political, and social dissension. The last thing these Puritan leaders needed was the accusations made in 1692 by two girls — nine-year-old Betty Parris and her eleven-year-old cousin Abigail Williams. These girls caused quite a stir, not only in the home of the Reverend Samuel Parris, but in the town of Salem itself.

      Betty and Abigail began acting quite strangely, running around the house, flapping their arms, screaming, and throwing themselves around the room. Local doctors were at a loss to explain their antics. Witchcraft became the diagnosis of their mysterious ailment.

      In Puritan times, the term “witch” was applied to a poor, old person who was also contentious. During this time, people were encouraged to turn each other in, and that led accused witches down an unpleasant path.
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        Nineteen people were executed in the wake of the Salem Witch Trials, until public opinion turned against the accusers and local judges. In 1696, the General Court adopted a resolution of repentance. Although the Puritan influence declined, the Congregational churches remained dominant in Massachusetts into the nineteenth century.

      

      Betty and Abigail identified the Parris family's West Indian slave, Tituba, as their tormentor, before adding other names such as Sarah Good and Sarah Osborne. As a black slave, Tituba was already at a disadvantage, Sarah Good was vulnerable to such accusations because she was homeless, and Sarah Osborne's morals were in question because she did not attend church.

      Many more of Salem's teenage girls began having fits, and the finger-pointing continued. Thus it was what we call today a true “witch hunt” and persecution of the worst kind.

      So-called witches reportedly had identifiable marks on their bodies — marks put there by the Devil himself — that professional witch finders could identify since the witches were insensitive to pain. The witch finders had monetary incentive to identify new subjects, as they were paid a fee for every witch conviction.

      
Life in New England

      Even with a royal governor, colonists got an early taste of independence. The Puritans' belief that communities were formed by covenants led to the creation of town meetings, the first democratic institution in America. At town meetings, every church member could speak, those who were male and held property could vote, and the decision of the majority ruled. In some towns, men who were not property holders could also vote. This democratic atmosphere later led to fewer restrictions regarding religious and personal freedoms.

      In the New England Puritan town, no one was more important than its minister. Ministers were expected to be well educated. Thus, Puritans laid the foundations of education in the colonies with America's first secondary school established in 1635. Harvard College (now Harvard University) began in 1636 as an institution to train ministers.

      Native American Skirmishes

      Most Native Americans were friendly to their colonist neighbors, some even welcoming the opportunity for trade and protection from other tribes. But the Pequot were a more aggressive group, and soon the friction became intense enough that it escalated into the Pequot War of 1637, the first major war fought in New England. Connecticut declared war on the Pequot, and the colonists launched a surprise attack that included setting a Pequot village on fire. Few Pequot survived in the aftermath. Some may have been sold into slavery, while others fled throughout New England.
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        King Philip's War between Anglos and the Wampanoag, Narragansett, and Nipmuck in the mid-1670s resulted in enormous casualties for both sides. Approximately one-sixteenth of the white male population of New England died in the fighting, and the total casualties, Anglo and Native, exceeded that of the French and Indian War, the Revolution, the War of 1812, the Mexican War, and the Spanish-American War.

      

      King Philip's War

      Another conflict with the Native Americans resulted in King Philip's War in 1675. The problem was that the colonists had encroached on native land, and as might be expected, the tribe retaliated. Philip was the chief of the Wampanoag tribe, and sufficiently provoked, he joined together with other Native Americans to fight the colonists.

      The colonies, as part of the military alliance called the New England Confederation, captured Native American women and children, destroyed crops, and defeated the southern New England tribes. The war continued throughout the winter of 1675, and by the following summer, Philip was killed. This ended the struggle, and peace ensued as colonists continued to expand their settlements.

      
Struggles with France

      Between the years 1689 and 1763, England and France were entangled in a struggle for supremacy. During this period, Massachusetts played a role in the skirmishes between England and France over dominance in North America. Each side used Native Americans and attacked each other's settlements. Many Massachusetts towns were destroyed, and many ships sunk; thousands of colonists were captured and killed. Here's a summary of the four North American wars waged by the English and French from 1689 to 1697, all a part of this larger European conflict.

      King William's War

      King William's War broke out in 1689 after England's William III entered the War of the League of Augsburg against France. Native Americans, provoked by the French to attack, ravaged the English settlements in New England and New York. Retaliating, New Englanders gained control of Port Royal, a key French post in Nova Scotia. Bloody border skirmishes ensued for at least six years until the Treaty of Ryswick in 1697 halted both sides, restoring Port Royal to the French. However, this war accomplished nothing, for the treaty merely declared that the prewar positions would remain. As a result, the unresolved tensions led to further fighting.

      Queen Anne's War

      Queen Anne's War broke out in 1701. English colonists captured and burned Saint Augustine, Florida (then Spanish territory). There were massacres at the hands of French troops and their Native American allies in the colonies, and troops also tried again to wrest away control of Port Royal. The British and colonists conquered Acadia in 1710, but failed to encroach on Quebec and Montreal. When the Treaty of Utrecht ended Queen Anne's War in 1713, it ceded Acadia, as well as Newfoundland and the Hudson Bay territory, to the British. Cape Breton Island stayed French.
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        Samuel de Champlain produced the first accurate chart of the Atlantic coast, from Newfoundland to Cape Cod, as well as maps of the Saint Lawrence Valley and the Great Lakes. Champlain also created a trading post in what is now Quebec City, and established the commercial and military alliances that endured to the end of the French regime in Canada.

      

      King George's War

      King George's War broke out in 1744. The French captured and destroyed a British fort at Canso, Nova Scotia, and they took prisoners to their fortress at Cape Breton Island. Fearing the French, the governor of Massachusetts enlisted further colonial aid. Thus a militia of 4,000 sailed in British ships and fought under the command of Sir William Pepperell, a Maine merchant. They took Louisburg from the French, who reclaimed it the next year. This war ended in 1748 with the Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle.

      The French and Indian War

      The French and Indian War finally decided the question of colonial control. It broke out in 1754 and lasted until 1763. In fact, all these early conflicts are sometimes collectively called the French and Indian Wars.

      Both Britain and France had built new frontier fortresses in the Ohio Valley. During these other conflicts, English traders had forged relationships with the tribes that had previously traded solely with the French. France concluded that it had better protect its own strategic interests with a series of forts from Lake Erie to present-day Pittsburgh.

      With more resources and a greater supply of troops, it would seem that Britain had the clear advantage. However, France had powerful Native American allies.

      Virginia's governor tried unsuccessfully to warn the French to get out of British territory. To get the message across, he dispatched an armed force under the command of George Washington to drive off the French. But the French had a surprise for Washington. They defeated his troops at the Battle of Fort Necessity in 1754, sending them back to Virginia. This officially started the French and Indian War.
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        The Treaty of Paris in 1763 ended more than a century and a half of French power in the New World. French control of Canada went to Britain, and France ceded all of its territories east of the Mississippi River to the British as well. Spain also gave Florida to the British.

      

      The following year, British general Edward Braddock with British regulars and colonial troops attempted to take Fort Duquesne (now Pittsburgh), but the French and Native Americans prevailed. There were some sporadic British victories. However, the French and Native Americans won battle after battle — at least until 1758, when British and colonial troops seized Louisburg as well as Forts Duquesne, Frontenac, and Ticonderoga. The British also claimed Fort Niagara, and that left French Canada open to attack.

      In winning this war, though, Britain doubled its national debt and took on more territory than it could easily manage. The British tried to compel colonists to pay for these campaigns against French Canada. As you can imagine, this did not sit well with the American colonies.
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