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  Praise for previous editions




  “[This book] uses detailed maps, lists the top ten attractions in each region, gives an extensive list of more conventional places to stay and eat (along with the more colorful, highlighted ones in the text), and points out spots worth a visit. The fresh look, level of detail, and helpful organization make the guide a must for any Kansas traveler.”




  —The Wichita Eagle




  “This little handbook offers a varied menu of historic sites . . . and natural attractions for the visitor to Kansas. . . . The book is an intriguing guide to many of the state’s unique points of interest. . . . For those who choose to stop and smell some roses, this little gem should serve them well.”




  —Western Library




  “Whether your trip into Kansas is for a weekend or a week, it is sure to be more enjoyable with this guidebook along. Covering a range of sights, the volume always includes a touch of the flavor and history of each region.”




  —St. Joseph (Mo.) News-Press




  Help Us Keep This Guide Up to Date




  




  We would love to hear from you concerning your experiences with this guide and how you feel it could be improved and kept up to date. Please send your comments and suggestions to:




  editorial@GlobePequot.com




  Thanks for your input, and happy travels!
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    All the information in this guidebook is subject to change. We recommend that you call ahead to obtain current information before traveling.
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  About the Authors




  




  Heartland native Patti DeLano has been traveling the globe since she was twenty. A flight attendant for Trans World Airlines for ten years, she gave up flying to raise a family. She and her late husband, Bob, a pilot for TWA, traveled extensively and, after his retirement, took to the roads in a motor home to see the small towns of America.




  Now she is spending time on the Gulf of Mexico—off the coast of Venice, Florida—on sailing vessel Serafina de Mare (Angel of the Sea), a 38-foot Islander Freeport, as she and her new husband, Tom, sail in search of off-the-beaten-path places along the coast of Florida and in the islands of the Caribbean.




  Kansas native Sarah Smarsh is an assistant professor of English at Washburn University in Topeka, where she teaches creative nonfiction writing. Smarsh, who holds an MFA in nonfiction writing from Columbia University, has written for The Huffington Post and Village Voice Media.
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  Introduction




  




  The Kansas landscape may prove a surprise if you were weaned on The Wizard of Oz. The real Heartland in Kansas, the state Dorothy and Toto couldn’t wait to come home to, has tall limestone monoliths, red buttes that mimic the Southwest, and flint outcroppings forming long, bony escarpments. There are rich, mixed forests, rolling hills, fast-flowing rivers, and bottomless springs.




  Once, prairie grasses blew like the ocean in billowing waves, with few natural landmarks; courses were set by the sun and stars. One woman, forced to move to Colorado, complained bitterly that her view of the sky was blocked by the Rocky Mountains. William Inge, Kansas playwright, echoed her sentiments when he said that in other places the “heavens are trimmed down like a painting to fit a smaller frame.” Here, “as far as the eye can see” is a long way; you sense the meaning of infinity.




  The endless skies can be an innocent blue, and then, like an unruly child, they can send havoc to a peaceful scene. Blizzards, tornadoes, hail, and relentlessly burning sun ride in on the Kansas winds, destroying crops as quickly as an Old Testament curse.




  But when it’s right, it’s right. Solid gold sunsets reflected in the summer wheat fields melt into the horizon. Acres of sunflowers and the sweet smell of prairie grass after a spring rain delight each of the senses. The ever-changing prairie is covered with the colors of its wildflowers: the sunflower, of course, and the buttercup, primrose, wild daisy, gayfeather, and wild onion—each a different color and each lasting only a few days.




  Wheat fields stretch mile after golden mile across the state. There are no crowds here. It takes the combined population of all seven Plains states to equal the population of New York City.




  The waves of prairie grasses reflect the prehistoric inland sea that once covered the state; the bedrock is salted with fossils of sharks and oysters with 3-foot shells. Kansas is a great place to hunt fossils, arrowheads, and—because of the openness of the terrain—meteorites. The largest Pleistocene meteorite ever found is here.




  This is a state known for its sunshine; western Kansas has been known to have as many as 300 clear days in a year. The mountains in nearby Colorado block the rain, making this part of the state sunny and dry. Temperatures may be warm (or even hot), but a low relative humidity in the western part of the state makes summer days more comfortable than you would expect and the nights cool and pleasant.




  Gentle sun, pleasant warm days, and cool nights make the spring and fall weather almost perfect. The many bed-and-breakfast inns get you out of the motel rut and onto working farms (some of them in Amish communities) or into elegant Victorian homes across the state, where a country breakfast means fresh eggs from the barn and bread made with wheat ground from the field next door. Kansas is the breadbasket of the world. Sheltered by the mountains, the Heartland beats a slow, steady rhythm year after year.




  Interstate 70 is more than a fast way to Colorado. It is a path rich with history. From 1830 to 1854 the region was Indian Territory. It was inhabited by Native Americans displaced from other parts of North America; by indigenous tribes, among them the village builders—the Pawnee, Osage, Kansa, and Wichita; and by nomadic hunters—the Cheyenne, Comanche, and Arapaho.




  Then, the Kansas-Nebraska Act gave the people of the territory the right to choose whether slavery would be permitted in the future state of Kansas. Many people came to try to influence the decision, among them abolitionist John Brown and the infamous Southern sympathizer William Quantrill and his band of marauders.




  The 1870s brought settlers. Both the Oregon Trail and the Santa Fe Trail cut through this state. The Santa Fe Trail was called “The Big Lonely,” and Kansas was the jumping-off place. It was where the railroads broke ground heading west and cattle drives from Texas ended. The Wild West was wildest in Cimarron and Dodge City, where you can relive the legend on Front Street, filled with the ghosts of buffalo hunters, railroad workers, cowboys, and drifters, the “baddest” of the bad guys laid to uneasy rest at Boot Hill Cemetery. Wild Bill Hickok, Bat Masterson, and Buffalo Bill Cody called Kansas home.




  Temperance leader Carry Nation swung her bar-busting hatchet here, too. But then, the women of Kansas have always been ahead of their time. The first female mayor in the country—in the world, they say—was elected here. The first woman to be elected to the Senate, the first black woman to be admitted to the American Bar Association, the first female dentist in the world, and Amelia Earhart, that brave lady of the skies, were from the state of Kansas.




  When Joan Finney served as governor (1991–1995), Kansas became the first state in U.S. history to have a female governor, a female senator (Nancy Landon Kassebaum), and a female congressperson (Jan Meyers) all at once. Dorothy would be proud to come home to today’s Kansas.




  There are canoe trails and hiking trails, bike trips and trail rides, and even a covered-wagon jaunt for real history buffs tough enough to measure themselves against our forebears as they journeyed west to claim the land.




  What can we say about Kansas? Plenty. Spend some time here, and you will understand why Dorothy and Toto wanted to leave the Land of Oz and return to the state that is called the Heartland.




  Welcome to Kansas!




  

    NORTHEAST KANSAS
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  Sure, Kansas has the reputation of being flat, but Northeast Kansas’s Smoky Hills, where the Kansas and Missouri Rivers meet, are anything but. From the bustle of Kansas City to the quiet of farmlands, these rolling hills offer a variety of lifestyles.




  Some of the suburban communities of Kansas City are stylish and sophisticated; others are small-town friendly. The city of Overland Park, for example, is a shopper’s paradise, with unusual shops offering designer clothes and upscale merchandise.




  But as you leave Kansas City and head west into Kansas, you will experience the dramatic change from big-city life to the quiltwork of fields and fences of the Kansas countryside. This is the most agriculturally productive section of the state, the soils thick and fertile.




  Greater rainfall in the eastern part of the state makes it favorable for a wider variety of crops than can be grown in the west. Northeast Kansas is an ideal location for growing fruit. In a good year, orchard-graced Doniphan County can produce more than four million pounds of apples.




  Northeast Kansas is also home to several Native American tribes: The Sac, Fox, Kickapoo, and Potawatomi have reservations in this area. From 1830 to 1854 the region was designated as Indian Territory. The Native Americans who inhabited the area were displaced from other parts of the country as relentless waves of settlers moved west. Kansas began to attract white settlers in the 1870s. Many of them were Mennonites from Russia, who brought the seeds of Turkey Red wheat. The seeds took well to the prairie soil, turning a wild and unsettled land into America’s breadbasket.
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  The river heritage here is strong. The Kansas (called the Kaw) and Missouri Rivers join here to rush together to the Mississippi. Meriwether Lewis and William Clark camped on the Kansas side of the Missouri River several times in June and July of 1804 while exploring the Louisiana Purchase.




  This region was crossed by settlers on the California, Oregon, and Santa Fe Trails. Businessmen and railroad tycoons made fortunes here in those early days and left grand homes to mark their journey through life in Kansas.




  Kansas City Metro Area




  




  Kansas City suffers from a split identity. Most of the metropolitan area is actually in Missouri, although a lot of people across the country think otherwise. Kansas City, Kansas, is a good-size city in its own right, with its own downtown and the Kansas Speedway, west of Kansas City near the junction of Interstates 70 and 435. Fans can watch NASCAR racing at the 1.5-mile tri-oval track as well as Indy cars. For information, check the Web site at www.kansasspeedway.com. For tickets, call (866) 460-RACE toll free.




  If the scent of cinnamon rolls, brownies, apple and cherry strudel, and cookies of all kinds calls you, look for MeMa’s Old-Fashioned Bakery at 1829 Village West Parkway, Suite T131. MeMa’s has—of course—povitica bread, too. If you have never tasted this Croatian delicacy, be sure to try it. Call (913) 299-9121 or (866) GET-MEMA.




  

    AUTHOR’S FAVORITES


  




  

    Davis Memorial




    Hiawatha




    Deanna Rose Children’s Farmstead




    Overland Park




    Downtown Lawrence




    Frontier Army Museum




    Fort Leavenworth




    Gates Bar-B-Q




    Kansas City




    Jalisco Restaurant




    Kansas City




    Perry State Park




    Ruchi Indian Cuisine




    Overland Park




    Sylas and Maddy’s Homemade Ice Cream




    Olathe and Lawrence


  




  

    kawriver


  




  

    The Kansas River is known as the Kaw River around here. The tribe the state was named for, the Kansa, is known as the Kaw Native American Tribe.


  




  The city is actually a consolidation of eight towns, so the streets are not in a grid pattern. There are many main streets and residential neighborhoods as well as several ethnic communities worth a visit, such as the Strawberry Hill neighborhood, a Slavic settlement. You can learn the history of these people at the Strawberry Hill Museum (913-371-3264) at 720 North Fourth St. A completely restored, high-Victorian–style home built in 1872, the museum houses ever-changing exhibits of Croatian artifacts from the peoples of Eastern Europe. The gift shop offers a variety of unique ethnic items. It is open on Sat and Sun from noon to 5 p.m. Admission is $7 for adults, $3 for children ages six to twelve, and free for those under six.




  Another part of the city’s melting pot is the Argentine District, a Mexican-American neighborhood. You can’t miss the Anthology of Argentina mural, painted on a wall more than 200 yards long, at Thirty-first Street and Metropolitan Avenue. Nearby, you’ll find the Jalisco Restaurant, which serves soft, handmade tortillas, homemade tamales, real Mexican chili with pieces of tender pork (no hamburger in this stuff), chicken mole, Mexican beer, and sopapillas for dessert. The 1411 South Twenty-sixth St. location is tricky to find, but worth the effort. The 5000 State Avenue site (913-287-9268) is more on the beaten path (and more crowded). The tortillas are made at the State Avenue restaurant. You can watch them being made one day a week. Call (913) 831-9001 for more information. Jalisco restaurants are open seven days a week. Hours at the State Avenue site are from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. Sun through Thurs and until. 10 p.m. on Fri and Sat. Hours at the Twenty-sixth Street location are from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. Mon through Thurs, until 10 p.m. Fri and Sat, and 1 to 4 p.m. on Sun.




  

    what’sinaname?


  




  

    The term Huron is not really the name of a Native American tribe but a somewhat derisive nickname bestowed by the French. The Wyandot people wore a traditional headdress that reminded the French of the bristly hairs on the back of a wild boar, or a huron in French.


  




  Because this region was Indian Territory for years, there are several places to do research on Native American genealogies. The Huron Indian Cemetery was established by the Wyandot Indians in 1843, after they were moved west from Sandusky, Ohio. The burial ground is in downtown Kansas City at Ann and Seventh Streets. Call (913) 321-5800.




  The historic White Church (913-299-4056), at 2200 North Eighty-fifth St., is the oldest established church in the state and includes an exhibit of Native American relics. A Delaware Indian cemetery is on the grounds. It is open weekdays from 7:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. Church services are still held here on Sun.




  Settlers came and began to push the Native Americans west. The Grinter Place State Historic Site (913-299-0373), at 1420 South Seventy-eighth St., was built around 1857 by Moses R. Grinter and his wife, Annie, a member of the Delaware tribe. Their family included ten children. Grinter is credited with being the first permanent white settler in what is now Wyandotte County, and one of the earliest settlers in Kansas.




  

    trivia


  




  

    Kansas City, Kansas, is the home-town of Olympic track and field champion Maurice Greene.


  




  The house is modeled after a Kentucky farmhouse built in 1800 by Grinter’s uncle. Structural timbers are made of native walnut. The woodwork inside is walnut and white pine hauled from Leavenworth with an ox team. Hours are 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Wed through Sat. Admission is $3 for adults, $1 for students. For more information, check the Web site at www.kshs.org.




  Kansas City is famous for its barbecue, and the Kansas side has its share of great places in both the city and the suburbs. Gates Bar-B-Q at 1026 State Ave. (913-621-1134) is one of the top choices in Kansas City; Ollie Gates has served some of the finest meat in the area for more than fifty years. Featuring 100 percent hickory-smoked meats to eat there or carry out, the restaurant also serves all the usual trimmings. Another Gates can be found at 103rd and State Line (913-383-1752). Hours are 10 a.m. to midnight Mon through Sat and until 10 p.m. Sun. Visit www.gatesbbq.com.




  You and the children will enjoy Fritz’s Union Station Railroad Restaurant at 250 North Eighteenth St., where food is delivered to each table by model train. Railroad paraphernalia is everywhere—on shelves, for sale behind the counter, and hanging on the walls. Each employee wears a ticking-striped engineer’s uniform, complete with cap. Children wear a paper engineer hat. Call (913) 281-2777 for more information. Hours are Mon through Sat 6 a.m. to 8:30 p.m., with train service beginning at 11 a.m.




  Chateau Avalon, 701 Village West Parkway in Kansas City, Kansas, is fairy-tale romantic. Sneak your honey off to this retreat and choose the dream you want to play out. The Camelot suite is kingly, to say the least. It has a bathtub fashioned to resemble Arthur’s ship and a round bedroom with a knight in armor and a 180-degree view. If you feel more like Cleopatra than Guinevere, the Egyptian palace is for you. Looking for something more manly? Ask for the Tahitian tree house or the Mayan rain forest, sure to impress her. Is a Venetian palace on your vacation list, or is a New York penthouse more your thing? The sixty-two-room hotel features other fanciful environments. Call (877) 522-8256 for more information. Weekends start around $169 per night.




  Leaving metro Kansas City, the drive south along State Line Road will take you to Fairway. The Shawnee Indian Methodist Mission (913-262-0867), at 3403 West Fifty-third St., Fairway, was established in 1830 by the Reverend Thomas Johnson and became a school for Native American children. The first territorial legislature met in these stately redbrick buildings in 1855. The Oregon and Santa Fe Trails passed through the mission complex, and it served as a camp for Union soldiers during the Civil War. There is a small admission charge for the recently renovated mission. Visit the state historical society’s Web page for hours and more information (www.kshs.org, click on Historic Properties) or e-mail shawneemission@kshs.org.




  

    TOP ANNUAL EVENTS


  




  

    MAY




    Riverbend Art Fair and Antique


    Airplane Fly-In




    Atchison




    (800) 234-1854




    JUNE




    Great Lenexa Barbeque Battle




    Lenexa




    (913) 888-1414




    JULY




    Amelia Earhart Festival




    Atchison




    (800) 234-1854




    AUGUST




    Civil War on the Western Frontier




    Lawrence




    (888) 529-5267




    Lawrence Busker Festival




    (785) 842-3883




    SEPTEMBER




    Grinter Applefest




    Kansas City




    (913) 299-0373




    SEPTEMBER–OCTOBER




    Lawrence Indian Arts Show




    (785) 864-2675




    DECEMBER




    Festival of Poinsettias




    Lawrence




    (785) 865-4499


  




  State Line Road also crosses the suburb of Mission Hills, filled with show-place mansions on acres of grounds. At about Forty-fifth Street and State Line Road is a cluster of very fine antiques shops on both the Kansas and Missouri sides of the street. You can spend an entire day browsing this area. Show-Me Antiques and Consignments (913-236-8444) is at 4500 State Line Rd. and is open Tues through Sat 11:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., as are most of the shops in the area. Many shops are located in buildings dating from the 1920s and 1930s and carry eighteenth- and nineteenth-century European and American furniture and accessories.




  If you leave Kansas City on U.S. Highway 69 toward the south, you’ll go through the city of Mission, a very upscale suburban community. There is no shortage of places to shop or eat.




  A nightspot you might want to visit is The Roxy at 7230 West Seventy-fifth St. There’s live music every night, a mix of classic rock ’n roll and blues. The Roxy is open seven days a week from 11 a.m. to 2 a.m. You can grab a quick burger here and enjoy the music. Call (913) 236-6211.




  If you’re leaving Kansas City toward the southwest on Interstate 35, you’ll pass through Merriam, Lenexa, and Olathe. At the turn of the twentieth century, Merriam was known as the playground of Kansas because of its amusement park. President Ulysses S. Grant dedicated Merriam Park in 1880, and for two decades, rail travelers came by the thousands to enjoy boating, baseball, tennis, a merry-go-round, and a zoo. The Hocker Grove area still has some of the beautiful summer homes of the wealthy families who visited from Chicago and Denver. Kansas City built its own amusement parks in the early 1900s, drawing away the tourists, but trolley service extended to the Hocker Grove neighborhood soon attracted many permanent residents.




  If you have a sweet tooth, Merriam today will be dear to your heart because of the gooey sweets produced by Sifers Candy Company, founded in 1903. Owner Russell Sifers and his son have become the fifth generation to use the original copper pots and recipe. One day in 1931, an employee (who, they say, sampled too much of the bourbon vanilla) botched a batch of marshmallow filling. The marvelous result was the Valomilk, known to Midwesterners as the favorite thing to find in their “dinner bucket” at school. These shells of blended light and Brazilian dark chocolate filled with super-sweet marshmallow goo are sold only in the Midwest and through a few specialty catalogs. There are no factory tours because there are only six employees (and even the boss gets in the way sometimes), and there is no outlet store. But once you’re hooked, you can order them by the box (in cool weather). Visit their Web site, www.valomilk.com.




  

    didyouknow?


  




  

    The state’s first newspaper was the Shawnee Sun, a monthly paper published in 1835 at the Shawnee Indian Methodist Mission. It was printed in the Shawnee language by the missionary Jotham Meeker. The first weekly newspaper was the Kansas Weekly Herald, published in Leavenworth in 1854.


  




  

    Brown v. Topeka Board of Education




    The city of Merriam has an interesting bit of history attached to it: Brown Park is named for Esther Brown, a local Jewish woman who led a court fight in 1946 at the Walker Grade School, now the Philadelphia Missionary Baptist Church (9430 West Fiftieth Terrace) to demand integration. This was one of nineteen known cases that preceded the Brown v Topeka Board of Education case, decided in 1954 by the U.S. Supreme Court, making segregated schools illegal across the country. Although Esther Brown was not one of the Browns named in that landmark case, she is honored for her extensive work and fundraising for the NAACP.


  




  The spicy food of India is yours to sample at Korma Sutra, 7217 W. 110th St. in Overland Park. The lunch buffet, from 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., has every kind of dish on it. Dinner is served from 5 to 9 p.m., and the menu is full of fascinating foods. The sauces are creamy; the food is spicy. You can try everything from tender boneless goat to a large selection of vegetarian specialties. Try lamb vindaloo (a mango cream smoothie is served to help with the burn) or simply butter chicken with saffron rice. All are served with fresh warm naan (bread). Save room for exotic desserts such as rasma lai—cheese with rose water—and pistachio or mango kulfi (ice cream), and end your meal with chai tea and a silver finger bowl with fresh lemons. Call (913) 34-kurri (345-8774).




  Shopping is the sport of choice in Overland Park, especially on 119th Street and 135th Street between Metcalf and Roe. The neighborhood is filled with designer shops, gourmet foods, huge health-food stores, and choices upon choices of places to spend money on anything you can imagine.




  Ice cream aficionados have disagreed forever on where to find the best ice cream. Sylas and Maddy’s Homemade Ice Cream in Olathe, at 11925 South Strang Line Rd., (913-393-3500) is one of the contenders. Owner Cindy England has a couple of favorites in the running: Maddy’s Mud (coffee, brownie pieces, and Oreos) and da Bomb (Oreos, cookie dough, and chocolate flakes). Named for the owners’ two pets, Sylas and Maddy’s has over a hundred varieties on rotation, available in a cup or a giant waffle cone. Hours are 12:30 to 9:30 p.m. during the week and noon to 10:30 p.m. on weekends. Another location—the original, actually—can be found in downtown Lawrence (785-832-8323).




  When you are ready to slip away from the shops for lunch, and if you have never had slow-cooked goat or have a craving for a hot and spicy chicken dish served with homemade flat bread, try the lunch buffet from 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. seven days a week at Ruchi Indian Cuisine. This restaurant, at 11168 Antioch Rd. (College and Antioch) in Overland Park, offers authentic, unusual, and delicious dishes from both north and south India. Dinner is served from 5 to 10 p.m. every day. Call Reddy at (913) 661-9088.




  In Overland Park, the Deanna Rose Children’s Farmstead (913-897-2360; www.opkansas.org), at 13800 Switzer, is a tribute to a local police-woman. Rose, who loved animals, was killed while making a routine traffic stop. This minifarm has every kind of farm animal you can think of. When members of the Epsilon Iota chapter of Beta Sigma Phi opened the park in 1977, they didn’t know how popular it would become. It soon grew beyond petting animals and looking at flowers.




  The City of Overland Park now operates the replica of an 1850 Kansas farmstead, complete with a dairy barn. The farmstead also has a nature trail through a wooded area with many native Kansas birds, including the great horned owl, red-tailed hawk, and grouse. A working windmill recirculates water through a tank, and vegetables and perennial flowers grow in a community garden. A chicken coop and farm equipment are on display. There’s even a fishing pond and pony rides. Horse-drawn wagon rides run 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. weekdays, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sat, and 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sun. Rides are $2. The children’s farmstead is open daily from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Apr 1 through Oct 31 and until 8 p.m. Tues and Thurs, Memorial Day to Labor Day. Admission to the facility is free.




  Eight times a week, fifty-two weeks a year, the New Theatre Restaurant, 9229 Foster, Overland Park, treats an audience of about 600 to Broadway comedies and musicals and five-star cuisine. Nationally known stars including Don Knotts, Loretta Swit, Bonnie Franklin, Jamie Farr, and Tom Poston have performed here. Five different shows are produced each year. Make reservations by calling (913) 649–SHOW seven days a week. For other information, check the Web site at www.newtheatre.com.




  

    ALSO WORTH SEEING


  




  

    Constitution Hall State Historic Site




    Lecompton




    Great Mall of the Great Plains




    Olathe




    Linn County Park




    at La Cygne Lake—near La Cygne




    Ottawa Antique Mall & Restaurant




    Ottawa




    Prairie Center




    Olathe


  




  Visit the Overland Park Arboretum and Botanical Gardens, 300 acres on the edge of Overland Park’s residential neighborhood. The seven ecosystems in the park can be enjoyed from asphalt walks and chip-and-bark trails. Walk past water gardens and through dense forests along Wolf Creek, which runs past 30-foot bluffs. A family of pileated woodpeckers draws a lot of visitors. A meadow features waterfalls, pools, a butterfly garden, and a wildflower collection. Less than ⅓ of the total acreage has been touched. The arboretum, 8909 West 179th St., is just west of Antioch Road, about ½ mile west of US 69, which is a continuation of Metcalf Avenue. The park is open daily from 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. Apr 10 through Sept 30 and until 5 p.m. the rest of the year. For more information call (913) 685-3604, or check the Web site at www.opkansas.org.




  Boulevard Drive-In Theatre at 1051 Merriam Lane (near I-35) is not only a very nice and well-maintained drive-in movie with Fri and Sat night triple features for one price, but—and this is the best part—a giant swap-and-shop flea market is open on the grounds on weekend days, year-round. The theater is open from Apr until Oct. Call (913) 262-0392.




  

    alongtheoregontrail


  




  

    Between the 1840s and the 1870s, about 300,000 hardy souls walked the Oregon Trail to the northwest in the greatest peacetime migration in world history. The 1,172-mile journey still makes an exciting tour. In Kansas the trail passes through the towns of Olathe, Lenexa, Lawrence, Topeka, St. Marys, Manhattan, Wamego, Westmore-land, Blue Rapids, and Marysville. The towns have historic sites that date from that great migration, and wagon ruts are still visible in several places.


  




  Old Shawnee Town, at 11501 West Fifty-seventh St. in Shawnee, has seventeen original and replica buildings from the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, as well as period gardens. See the first jailhouse in Kansas, dating from 1843, the 1878 Hart House, Amos Undertakers, All Faiths Chapel, Franke Barber Shop, and the Shawnee Fire Barn. Old Shawnee Town is open Tues through Sat from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Mar through Oct. Admission is $1 for adults, 50 cents for children ages six through twelve. For information call (913) 248-2360 or visit www.shawneetown.org.




  The Legler Barn Museum, at 14907 West Eighty-seventh St. Pkwy., Lenexa, was originally located on the old Santa Fe Trail. Using stone from the original barn, it was rebuilt and restored in the fifty-three-acre Sar-Ko-Par Trails Park. On the grounds of the barn is more history, including the old Frisco Railroad depot. The museum also contains a gift shop. Hours are Tues through Fri 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sat and Sun 1 to 4 p.m. Call (913) 492-0038 for information. There’s no admission fee, but donations are welcome.




  If you’re traveling with kids, be sure to stop at the Wonderscope Children’s Museum, at 5700 King in Shawnee. Kids can paint their faces, create an indoor sand castle, conduct water experiments or take in a puppet show. There also is a Small Wonders Play Space for kids age six months to two years. Hours are Tues through Sat from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sun from noon to 5 p.m.; Mar through Aug the museum is open seven days a week 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Admission is $7 for ages three to sixty-three, $6 for seniors, $4 for ages one to two and free for those under one. Call (913) 287-8888 or log on to www.wonderscope.org for more information.




  Olathe is home to the Prairie Center, where the rich natural history of Kansas has been preserved with 300 acres of native tallgrass prairie. Six miles of hiking trails wander through woodlands and across creeks and are open for cross-country skiing. A five-acre lake provides fishing, and the park is open daily from dawn to dusk at 26325 W. 135th St. (Note: There are no public buildings open here.) For more information contact the Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks at (913) 856-7669.




  Neon beer signs glimmer in the windows of Side Pockets, at 13320 West Eighty-seventh St., in Lenexa, but this is not your neighborhood bar and pool hall. It is a billiards parlor, and even though the players perhaps are drinking a beer, they are there for a serious game. Many players carry their own cues in cases as they come through the door. After 5 p.m. on weekdays, they pay $8 per hour for professional-size tables (only $1 per game for regular bar-size tables). You can hold the table for the evening, or if you are competitive, you can play at the challenge tables, where a better player can come after you. Prices are lower during the day and on weekends.




  There are twenty-four tables in the 10,000-square-foot hall, and it is filled with groups of women, men, and couples. You can have a sandwich or a steak dinner and watch the action while listening to the classic rock ’n’ roll from the jukebox. Hours are from 10 a.m. to 2 a.m. every day. Call Keith Robinson and Rich Hawkins at (913) 888-7665.




  Looking for some povitica? Find the Croatian bread at Strawberry Hill Povitica (913-631-1002, or 800-634-1002 toll free), at 8609 Quivira Rd., Lenexa. Hours are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mon through Fri, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sat. Visit the Web site at www.povitica.com.




  Everywhere in the state are reminders of the area’s history, and Olathe is no different, despite its nearness to metropolitan Kansas City. Just off Highway 7, about 3 miles north of town, is the lonely grave of a baby boy who died a century and a half ago on the Santa Fe Trail. Several years ago a Boy Scout troop cleaned the grave site and surrounded it with a small pipe fence. Sometimes fresh flowers can be seen on the grave of nine-month-old Asa Smith, born Nov 15, 1856, died Aug 30, 1857.




  Olathe has a fine collection of charming old homes within just a few blocks of each other on West Park Street (the city’s first street) and South Pine Street. West Park was part of the Santa Fe Trail and boasts some of the oldest homes in the county. For more information on the town, stop at the Olathe Convention and Visitors Bureau at 12051 S. Renner Blvd.




  Mahaffie Stagecoach Stop and Farm (913-971-5111), 1100 Kansas City Rd., Olathe, was the first “home station” (stop providing meals for travelers) on the Santa Fe Trail. It’s also the only remaining stop preserved and open to the public. Still standing on the fifteen-acre farmplace, which dates from 1865 and is on the National Register of Historic Places, are the original farmhouse, a wood-peg barn, and a stone icehouse. A stagecoach and prairie schooner are there, too. Open 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Wed through Sat, 1 to 4 p.m. Sun. Closed Jan, Feb, and all major holidays. Admission $5.25, children five through eleven $3. Log on to www.olatheks.org/mahaffie/about.




  Serendipity Accents, 233 South Cherry, Olathe, is in a historic 1870s home. You will find a unique array of home-decor boutique items, custom-painted furniture, and one-of-a-kind items from local artists, hand-painted glasses, baby clothes and christening gowns, and unusual jewelry made of pebbles and odds and ends from around the house. Serendipity is open Tues through Sat from 10 a.m. until 5 p.m. Call (913) 768-1818 or visit the Web site at www.serendipityaccents.com.




  The Dolphin Song in Gardner makes its home in a building at 102 South Elm, at the corner of Main and Elm Streets. It is an “environmentally conscious” shop, with hand-carved toys, pottery, jewelry, and crafts. Owner Linda Meisinger purchases many items through international programs dedicated to promoting cultural understanding with Eastern Europe and Asia. All merchandise is fair traded. Wander in and spend hours browsing from noon to 5 p.m. Wed through Fri and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sat. Call (913) 856-7513, or visit www.thedolphinsong.com.




  Experience old-time country education at Lanesfield School Historic Site (913-893-6645), 18745 South Dillie Rd. in Edgerton on U.S. Highway 56, a one-room stone schoolhouse built in 1869. It is the only structure left on the town site of Lanesfield, a mail stop on the Santa Fe Trail, and it has been restored to serve as a living-history classroom for Johnson County children. Hours are Tues through Sun from 1 to 5 p.m. Admission is free. See www.jocomuseum.org/visit.shtml.




  Tonganoxie wins the prize for the best town name in Kansas; it has a catchy sound to it that stays in your brain for days. Tonganoxie, Tonganoxie, your brain whispers to you over and over. So, of course, you have to stop in the heart of Tonganoxie for lunch at Bichelmeyer’s Steakhouse or you won’t be able to sleep tonight. It’s in the old Zoeller Mercantile building (circa 1907) at 427 East Fourth St. Matt and Vicki Bichelmeyer have been in the food business for a long time. Try the chicken-fried steak—or the chicken-fried chicken, for that matter—and enjoy the mashed potatoes and country gravy with it. Steaks, pork chops, and seafood are also on the menu. Hours are Mon through Thurs from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. and Fri, Sat until 10 p.m., and Sun noon until 8 p.m. Call (913) 369-2337 or visit www.bichelmeyes.com.




  

    trivia


  




  

    Several colleges were chartered in the 1800s when Kansas was a territory. Only three of these are still in existence. They are Baker University in Baldwin City, Highland Community College in Highland, and Benedictine College in Atchison.


  




  Kaw River Road




  




  Around Baldwin City are places that are worth the short drive. Douglas County State Fishing Lake has excellent fishing, sailing, canoeing, and boating 2 miles northeast of Baldwin City; the Ivan Boyd Prairie Preserve, 3 miles east of Baldwin City, is a good place to see virgin tallgrass prairie as well as the ruts carved by the thousands of wagons that traveled the Santa Fe Trail. The ruts are easier to see in early spring when the grass is short. Park at the roadside lot and walk.




  Another interesting stop in Baldwin City is Baker University. The Clarice L. Osborne Memorial Chapel on the campus was constructed in 1864 in Sproxton (pronounced prose-ton), England, and had fallen into disrepair. The university discovered the chapel was for sale, and with the help of a $1 million donation from R. R. Osborne, the chapel was disassembled, moved, and reconstructed. Named in memory of Osborne’s wife, it now stands as the spiritual heart of the campus.




  Interesting facts about the move: A time capsule was found in the cornerstone. The original pump organ and stained glass have been restored. New to the chapel is the English garden, which brightens the surrounding landscape. It is, as you would guess, very popular for weddings. Open to the public 6 a.m. to midneight on weekdays and 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. weekends if there are no functions.




  The former British prime minister Margaret Thatcher visited the campus in 1996 to dedicate the chapel. Thatcher’s father had served as a lay minister at the English chapel in the 1930s. Call (785) 594-4553 for more information.




  Also at Baker University is the Old Castle Complex, a three-story native limestone edifice built as a college in 1858. It could be seen for miles over the treeless prairie by the pioneers traveling the historic Santa Fe Trail. Noting Kansas’s prevailing southern winds, the nineteenth-century builders designed a concave south wall to withstand them. The Old Castle houses an outstanding museum.




  Other buildings of note on the campus include Case Hall, built of native blue limestone, and Parmenter Hall, a sandstone structure that is famous locally for the grasshoppers that stacked themselves as high as the building’s foundation—18 inches—during an 1870s plague of the insects. The Old Castle, Case Hall, and Parmenter Hall are all on the National Register of Historic Places.




  Both you and the children will enjoy the famous “train to nowhere,” which leaves Baldwin City, rain or shine, Apr through Oct. This excursion train runs on a line constructed in 1867 and travels to Norwood, crossing a 200-foot trestle 24 feet above a stream. The Midland Railway Depot, on the National Register of Historic Places, is next to the grain elevator at 1515 West High St. (8 blocks west of downtown Baldwin City).




  October is the busiest time for the railway; trains run hourly during the city’s Maple Leaf Festival and at special hours on Halloween (on which day arrival times are “spook-dependent”). Call (800) 651-0388 for fare information, or visit www.midland-ry.org.




  If you’re a history buff, ask at the chamber of commerce for a guided tour of Baldwin City. You will be put in touch with local experts on the Santa Fe Trail, on abolitionist John Brown, and on the Civil War. You can even find the site of the Battle of Black Jack, where Captain Pate and his Westport Sharpshooters tried but failed to capture John Brown.




  The Three Sisters Inn at 1035 Ames was built in 1905. It has been restored with elegance, charm, and antiques. There are four rooms with private baths; rates range from $99 to $149, including full breakfast. The innkeepers offer packages including gourmet picnic baskets to be enjoyed in the privacy of the gazebo, Victorian high tea, and massage. Check the Web site at www.3sistersinn.com for details, or call (785) 594-3244.




  The city of Lawrence on I-70 is more than just the home of the fierce University of Kansas Jayhawks. It is also a very livable city, nestled between the valleys of the Kansas and Wakarusa Rivers.




  

    Tax Night at the Lawrence Post Office




    Lawrence’s downtown post office, 645 Vermont St., has become the go-to place on April 15—not just because that tax deadline is looming, but also because the Tax Night festivities, a tradition for more than seventeen years, have gained national attention. What once was the impromptu idea of Steve Mason and his Alferd Packer Memorial String Band has become an annual event that draws quite a crowd. The bluegrass band, dressed in strange cowboy/Civil War costumes, plays contra dance numbers, waltzes, and bluegrass numbers laced with corny jokes. Outside, Mike Coffman simmers a pot of “Roadkill Stew” for hungry latecomers. There has even been a wedding to beat the deadline for a joint return. At 11:45 p.m. a balloon gaunt-let forms at the door to cheer in the very, very latecomers and the hand clapping matches the foot stamping as midnight approaches. At 11:55 the band plays the William Tell Overture—the Lone Ranger theme, for you youngsters—for the last hold-outs, and at the stroke of midnight, Postmaster Judy Raney locks the doors.




    See, paying income tax can be kinda fun.


  




  Drop by the Lawrence Visitor Information Center, 402 North Second St., located in a renovated Union Pacific depot dating from 1888. The center is at North Second and Locust Streets, just north of downtown along the Kansas River or about a mile south of exit 204 off I-70/Kansas Turnpike. Summer hours are Mon to Sat from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and Sun from 1 to 5 p.m.; hours are slightly shorter in winter but still daily. Call (785) 865-4499 for information. At www.visitlawrence.com, you will find a current calendar of events as well as information on accommodations, dining, attractions, and the city’s history.




  An entire neighborhood, bounded by Tennessee and Indiana Streets on the east and west and Sixth and Ninth Streets on the north and south, all within walking distance of downtown, is designated as a historic district. Old West Lawrence contains some of the finest nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century houses around. The architectural styles range from Italianate and Queen Anne to Gothic revival and neoclassical. The gentle slopes of the hills have an atmosphere of nineteenth-century New England, with broad lawns and brick and stone mansions. A map is available from the visitor center.




  The settling of Kansas was different from that of any other state because of the Kansas-Nebraska Act, which allowed settlers to vote and choose between being a free or slave state. Many came to Kansas Territory to make it free, and the result was violent border wars with neighboring (pro–slavery) Missouri. The number of pro–slavery proponents who crossed the border to Kansas resulted in a pro–slavery territorial government, but the anti–slavery people refused to obey the new legislature. A new constitution was written, and Kansas entered the Union as a free state in 1861. When the Civil War erupted, Kansas had the largest proportion of fighting men in the Union army.




  

    William Quantrill: Schoolteacher?




    At the age of only twenty-six, William Quantrill was the leader of the violent pro–slavery guerrillas called Quantrill’s Raiders Before conducting his infamous assault, Quantrill was a schoolteacher in the Lawrence system. He spent the school year of 1859-1860 living in the city to learn the local geography necessary to plan a successful assault on Lawrence. In August 1863 he assembled 450 men in Missouri and launched a perfect attack. The order was to burn every house and kill every man. Women and children were robbed but not harmed. Four hours of looting, burning, and murdering made Quantrill’s raid what many historians call the greatest atrocity of the Civil War. It left 85 women as widows and 250 children fatherless. Damage was estimated at $2.5 million.


  




  The sacking of Lawrence by the pro-South William Quantrill’s Raiders in August 1863 was one of many skirmishes along the Kansas-Missouri border. His band of marauders, including “Bloody” Bill Anderson, Dick Yeager, and the James Boys, laid Lawrence to ashes. More than 200 men and boys died, and the town was devastated. The bloodshed is remembered each August with living-history events during Lawrence’s Civil War on the Western Frontier.




  Set aside time to stroll historic downtown Lawrence, where shops, galleries, and eateries line Massachusetts Street (referred to as “Mass” here) from Sixth to Eleventh Streets. Lawrence is much more than a college town; it is a honeycomb of activity ranging from the familiar to the bizarre. You can have it all—from a massage at Salon di Marco and Day Spa to a tattoo at Big Daddy Cadillac’s. You can enjoy a bubble tea at House of Chá or a double martini at Teller’s. Or if you want more action than that, you can do a swan dive into a mosh pit at the Bottleneck. It’s all here: farmers and professors, wine-sipping artists, and beer-drinking sports fans.




  What’s more, almost everything is locally owned with a blue-million small shops carrying unique items. At Waxman Candles, 609 Massachusetts (785-843-8593), Bob Werts has been pouring candles for thirty years (his wares can be seen at www.waxmancandles.com, as well as at a Chicago location). Open Mon through Sat 9:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. and Sun noon to 5 p.m. Sarah Fayman at Sarah’s Fabrics, 925–927 Massachusetts St. (785-842-6198, www.sarahsfabrics.com), has offered quilting classes for nearly as long. Hours are Mon through Fri 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sat 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Sun 12:30 to 4 p.m. Au Marché, 931 Massachusetts St. (785-865-0876 or 877-386-5551) is the place to find European goods, from French soap to Belgian chocolates. Their hard-to-find products can be purchased at www.aumarche.com or during store hours, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Mon through Sat, until 8 p.m. Thurs, and Sun noon to 5 p.m. While at the Lawrence Antique Mall, 830 Massachusetts St. (785-842-1328), you might find something reminiscent of Grandma’s attic. Hours are Mon through Sat 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Sun 1 to 5 p.m. The Bay Leaf, at 717 Massachusetts St. (785-842-4544 or 800-894-8717), is a favorite for kitchenware and table settings. Hours are Mon through Sat 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., but owner Geri Reikhof keeps the place open on Thurs night until 8:30 p.m. and on Sun from noon to 5 p.m. Colorful murals are painted in the breezeways between the buildings in the 700 and 800 blocks. Nearby, you can shop for fine jewelry and crafts at Goldmakers, 723 Massachusetts St. (785-842-2770), open 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Tues through Sat, Thurs until 8 p.m., and Sun 1 to 5 p.m. Then walk to 919 Massachusetts St. to visit the Phoenix Gallery (785-843-0080), where local artists show ceramics, wood, jewelry, textiles, glass, prints, and much more. This colorful gallery specializes in custom stained glass; its Web site is www.phoenixgallery.biz.




  If you happen to be in town between the second weekend of April and the weekend before Thanksgiving, be sure to sample one of Lawrence’s greatest community treasures: the oldest, most booming farmers market in the state. Nearly a hundred vendors share their locally grown produce, grass-fed beef, baked goods, flowers and much, much more. The Saturday market, 7 to 11 a.m. in the public parking lot between 8th and 9th Streets and New Hampshire and Rhode Island Streets, is something of a social event for locals who greet one another with smiles, steaming coffee in hand. Smaller markets take place 4 to 6 p.m., Tues and Thurs from May to Oct, in the lot between 10th and 11th Streets on the east side of Vermont Street. Call Downtown Lawrence Inc. (785-842-3883) for information on the farmers markets, as well as store hours the businesses listed here.




  

    tributetodole


  




  

    The Robert J. Dole Institute of Politics in Lawrence honors Kansas’s World War II veterans and the career of this native son. It’s located on the western edge of the KU cam pus, at Fifteenth and Iowa Streets. Call (787) 864-4900 or visit www.doleinstitute.org.


  




  If you can’t make the open-air market, the next best place to sample local meats and veggies is Local Burger (714 Vermont), a unique take on a burger joint. Owner Hilary Brown made national news for her novel idea: fast-food staples like burgers and fries, made from fresh, local ingredients. Dozens of farmers within a hundred miles or so supply the beef, elk, buffalo, pork, turkey, tofu and fixin’s for this ethically minded restaurant with funky, ’50s-ish decor. Plenty of vegetarian, vegan and even gluten-free options line the menu, as well. Favorite sides include the Progressive Potatoes—organic taters fried in organic palm kernel oil—and the Master Cleanse Brown Rice with apple cider vinegar and garlic. Hours are 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. Mon through Sat and until 8 p.m. Sun. Call (785) 856-7827 or go to www.localburger.com.




  Around Twelfth Street and Massachusetts is South Park, where you can catch an outdoor band concert on a summer evening. The last concert of the summer always includes the 1812 Overture with real cannon fire and the ringing of church bells. On the other side of South Park is Footprints, 1339 Massachusetts St. (800-488-8316, www.footprints.com), known for its Birkenstocks and its murals by local artist Missy McCoy in a style inspired by regionalist painter and Kansas native John Steuart Curry.




  The Eldridge Hotel at Seventh and Massachusetts Streets, built in 1855, first was called the Free State Hotel and housed abolitionists who were building homes in Lawrence. It was a symbol of defiance of the laws passed by the pro–slavery territorial legislature. Pro–slavery forces burned it in 1856 and again in 1863 as raiders tore “Bloody Kansas” asunder.




  This die-hard hotel has been restored to its 1925 grandeur, including a molded plaster ceiling and a splashing fountain and goldfish pond in the lobby piano bar. The all-suite hotel contains forty-eight units with such luxuries as wet bars and coffeemakers. Call (785) 749-5011 or (800) 527-0909 or visit www.eldridgehotel.com for details.




  

    trivia


  




  

    The term Jayhawk was first used to describe territorial soldiers fighting to defend the territory from bushwhackers from the neighboring slave state of Missouri. Later a regiment of Kansas soldiers fighting in the Civil War made the legendary Jayhawk their mascot.


  




  Now that you have worked up a thirst, you’ll need something cold. The Free State Brewing Company (785-843-4555), at 636 Massachusetts St. (in a converted trolley barn just north of the Liberty Hall Opera House), founded in 1989, is the oldest brewery in the state because in 1880 Kansas became the first state to pass a constitutional prohibition against alcohol. (Kansas had 113 breweries in the days before Prohibition, due to the large population of German and Slavic immigrants.)




  The beer is brewed on the premises in huge, stainless-steel tanks behind a glass wall, and great foods are served. All ages are welcome in the bright glass, cedar, and brick building. Brewmaster Steve Bradt and owner Chuck Magerl offer five types of house beer on tap or in carry-out kegs. Wheat State Golden, Ad Astra Ale, and Hefe-Weizen are standard beers available most times, with special brews introduced from time to time to keep it interesting. In the fall there is an Oktoberfest beer and in the winter a holiday stout.




  The brewery is open Mon through Sat from 11 a.m. to midnight and on Sun from noon to 11 p.m. Visit the Web site at www.freestatebrewing.com.




  If you’re not in the mood for beer, perhaps an exotic Latin drink will do the trick. Local favorite La Parilla (814 Massachusetts St.), has aguas frescas, Horchata and all order of margaritas (melon, anyone?). Authentic tacos (no crunchy shells here), enchiladas and tamales are the backbone of the unique menu, which includes a bevy of top-notch vegetarian options (try the Salvadoran enchiladas, stuffed with yucca, potatoes and peas and covered in cheese).




  For fine dining at lunch or dinner, head to Teller’s Restaurant in a beautiful 1877 bank building at 746 Massachusetts St. (The restrooms are in the old bank vault, so you will feel very safe while washing your hands.)




  The seasonal menu leans toward Italian dishes, and the wood-fired brick ovens are enclosed in glass so patrons can watch the chef at work. This is an eating experience to remember. Lunch is served from 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. Mon through Sat. Dinner runs from 5 to 10 p.m. Fri and Sat and until 9 p.m. Sun. Sunday brunch, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., is among the best you’ll find; the buffet is a gorgeous spread of egg dishes, meats, fruits and their signature bread pudding. The mimosas are top-notch.Call (785) 843-4111 or visit www.746mass.com.




  Although the city was sacked twice and burned in the first ten years of its life, Lawrence has risen like the fabled phoenix to become the educational center of the state. “Rock Chalk Jayhawk!” is the cry heard in Lawrence, where the red-roofed limestone buildings of the University of Kansas can be seen on the summit of Mount Oread, as the hill is known locally.




  What to do at KU? Start at the Museum of Natural History in Dyche Hall on Jayhawk Boulevard. Here’s why:




  Almost everyone knows about Lt. Col. George Armstrong Custer’s last stand on June 25, 1876, at the Little Bighorn River in what is now Montana. Well, there was one lone survivor of that bloody clash of the Seventh Cavalry and the Sioux and other Native Americans—a cavalry horse named Comanche. Several days after the battle, the men of the Seventh Cavalry found the horse, severely wounded, standing over the body of her master. They took the horse back to the fort in north central Kansas and nursed her back to health.




  When Comanche died at Fort Riley in 1891, the men of the Seventh Cavalry employed a taxidermist to prepare the horse for permanent display. Today Comanche stands proudly in this museum, along with one of the country’s largest collections of fossils and mounted animals in natural habitats. The museum is open year-round Tues through Sat from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sun from noon to 5 p.m. Call (785) 864-4450, or visit the museum’s Web site at www.nhm.ku.edu. Suggested contribution is $5 for adults, $3 for children and seniors.




  The Helen F. Spencer Museum of Art, at 1301 Mississippi St., also on the KU campus in Lawrence, is one of the finest university museums in the country. Its collection ranges from medieval to modern art. Hours are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tues through Sat and Sun from noon to 4 p.m. Admission is free. Call (785) 864-4710 or visit www.spencerart.ku.edu.




  The unique Vormehr & Youngquist Gallery, at 2859 Four Wheel Dr. (784-749-0744), features KU-inspired jewelry and Harley Davidson–style art.




  Not far from KU is Haskell Indian Nations University, at Haskell Avenue and Twenty-third Street. It opened in 1884 as an elementary school and has evolved into an intertribal university that attracts Native American students from 150 tribes and 35 states. The 320-acre campus includes twelve National Historic Landmarks as well as the American Indian Athletic Hall of Fame and a 24-foot-tall medicine wheel totem pole. For more information, call (785) 749-8404, or check the Web site at www.haskell.edu.




  At the Halcyon House, 1000 Ohio St., Lawrence (785-841-0314 or 888-441-0314, www.thehalcyonhouse.com), Esther Wolfe and her daughter, Constance, offer an elegantly renovated, century-old bed-and-breakfast close to the University of Kansas campus and downtown. This light-blue, European-style hotel is only 3 blocks west of the “Mass” Street shopping area.




  Nine guest rooms featuring walnut woodwork, some with a private bath, some with a king-size bed, are on three floors. Coming down to the big kitchen, with its brick floor and window-lined wall, for the house specialties (Morning Glory Pie and homemade biscuits) will get your day off to a good start. Prices are from $55 for the rooms with semiprivate bath to $139 for the rooms with private bath and king-size bed.
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