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INTRODUCTION




How to Use This Book
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The purpose of this book is to provide you the most comprehensive and interesting tour guide of Texas available. The amount of information contained herein is such that four divisions of the state are required for proper presentation.


Backroads divides Texas into four regions: Region I—Northeast; Region II—Southeast; Region III—South; and Region IV—Central and West. The divisions are arbitrary, following the highways that most closely cut the state along these regional lines. Beginning at the top (north) of each region, highways are traversed first from east to west, then from north to south. Because of the density of roads in the northeast and southeast sections of the state, Regions I and II have separate maps for east-west and north-south tours. By reference to the regional map at the beginning of each region (pages 10, 38, 57, 81, 99, and 126), it will be easy for you to shift from one highway to another and thus pursue your tour in whatever direction you choose.


Mileage on each tour (varying with odometers) is cumulative, but the distance between any two towns can be computed easily. For each town of importance, the altitude and population are listed, as well as the intersection with other tour routes, where such intersections occur. Each tour is accompanied by its own strip map.


Embedded throughout the text are brief and some not-so-brief indented sections that are set off with horizontal rules. These “Backroads Adventures” splinter off the main tours and take you down farm, ranch, and county roads that are truly the backroads of Texas. In these 179 sections, 30 of them new with this fourth edition, can be found the flavor that makes this book unique.


For an extensive trip, you may find it easiest to start with a Texas highway map. Note the highways—Interstate, U.S., or Texas—that you will employ, then locate them by referring to the regional map at the head of each division of the book. Specific cities may be located quickly by use of the index that follows.


Maps can be obtained from most service stations at a small cost or free by writing the Texas Department of Transportation, P.O. Box 5064, Austin, Texas 78763-5064. Maps and complete tourist information are available free at any of the 12 Texas Travel Information Centers listed later. Or, you may call 1-800-452-9292 daily from 8 to 5. A counselor at one of the information centers will speak with you. County maps may be obtained at low cost from any Department of Transportation district office.


For quick reference to any town, you may find it most convenient to use the complete Backroads index.


A final word about Backroads’ approach in this guide. Most guidebooks merely list the towns encountered, the distance between, and a few points of interest or special events. Here we also tell you why the town is where and what it is, why it is interesting, and we note the legends, rarities, landmarks, and scenic wonders along the way. Happy traveling!


THE HIGHWAYS



The Texas Highway system is second to none in America. With more than 250,000 miles of roads and streets, it is also America’s largest system.


One rule of thumb applies as you travel the state: don’t hesitate to select any Texas road in pursuit of your tour. The secondary road system, including farm and ranch roads, is paved, well marked, and provides easy and interesting travel.


A unique feature of the Texas highway system has been the creation, mapping, and marking of ten Texas “Trails,” each of which provides a relatively brief tour of scenic-historic interest. Brochures and maps of these trails are no longer available, but you will encounter the blue-and-white signs marking the trails still in place on Texas highways.


The tours, each designed around a geographic-historic region, are as follows (east to west, north to south): Forest Trail, Lakes Trail, Brazos Trail, Independence Trail, Hill Country Trail, Tropical Trail, Forts Trail, Plains Trail, Mountain Trail.


On each of these, you can start at any point along the trail, spend a day, a weekend, or as long as you like, enjoying every minute of your time.


THE TEXAS TRAVEL INFORMATION CENTERS



Primarily at major points of entry in the state, the Texas Department of Transportation maintains 12 fully and competently staffed Texas Travel Information Centers. These centers provide a complete range of free maps, literature, and tourist information covering all parts of Texas. You may also call 1-800-452-9292 for information. The bureaus are located as follows (telephone numbers in parentheses):




Amarillo, I-40 east (806/335-1441)


Anthony (beyond El Paso), I-10 (915/886-3468)


Austin, State Capitol (512/463-8586)


Denison, US 75/69 north (903/463-2860)


Gainesville, I-35 north (940/665-2301)


Langtry (west of Del Rio), US 90/Loop 25 (915/291-3340)


Laredo, I-35 north (956/722-8119)


Orange, I-10 east (409/883-9416)


Texarkana, I-30 west (903/794-2114)


Valley (Harlingen), US 77/83 (956/428-4477)


Waskom (cast of Marshall), I-20 east (903/687-2547)


Wichita Falls, US 277/287 north (940/723-7932)





Available on request from these centers or by writing the Texas Department of Transportation, P.O. Box 5064, Austin, Texas 78763-5064 is a 264-page full-color guide, Texas.


Department District Offices, also providing information, are as follows: Abilene, Amarillo, Atlanta, Austin, Beaumont, Brownwood, Bryan, Childress, Corpus Christi, Dallas, Del Rio, El Paso, Fort Worth, Houston, Lubbock, Lufkin, Odessa, Paris, Pharr, San Angelo, San Antonio, Tyler, Waco, Wichita Falls, Yoakum.


STATE PARKS AND RECREATION AREAS



At this printing, over 125 state parks, historic sites, and recreation areas are in operation. They are located throughout Texas. Texas Public Campgrounds, available from the address above or from any Texas Travel Information Center, lists all state parks with camping facilities as well as parks operated by federal, city, county, or other government authorities. Or write Texas Parks and Wildlife, 4200 Smith School Road, Austin, Texas 78744.


The Texas park system is among America’s very finest. The parks are clean, patrolled, and well-equipped, providing all facilities for camping, from hot showers to—in many cases—playground facilities. You will find them beside big lakes, at clear-running streamsides, along the Gulf Coast, in the picturesque Texas hills and in the western mountains. Several are located on sites of historic importance and maintain museums that are both informational and educational. Entry fees are charged; rates for overnight camping vary according to facilities required. Camp-sites range from primitive to complete hookups.


In addition to the state park system, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers maintains parks at many of the scores of Texas lakes and offers camping and recreational facilities. The National Park Service administers five parks: Big Bend National Park, Guadalupe Mountains National Park, Padre Island National Seashore, Lake Meredith National Recreation Area, and Amistad National Recreation Area. A number of attractive county and city parks are available, and private campgrounds abound throughout the state. Texas’ four national forests (all in East Texas) provide 25 excellent recreation areas. For complete information, see Mickey Little’s Camper’s Guide to Texas Parks, Lakes, and Forests (Gulf Publishing Co.).


The roadside park, for picnicking or a quick travel break, is a Texas innovation; there are more than 1,100 such scenic rest stops along the highways. Each is clean and well-maintained with shelters, garbage disposal, grills and, often, firewood. The first such installation (which introduced America to the concept) is on a scenic hilltop southeast of Smithville (see Region II). Camping is not permitted in roadside parks.


THE FACE OF TEXAS



Most newcomers think of Texas as big; they are right. If you fold the state map northward, Brownsville reaches almost to Canada. Fold it east and El Paso lies in the Atlantic; west, and Orange is beyond our Pacific shoreline. With a population approximating 20 million, Texas is the nation’s third most populous state.


Newcomers often picture Texas as a vast, flat expanse; in this, they are wrong. You can find scenery for every taste, from deep woodland to soaring mountains, from spectacular desert to rich croplands that seem endless green seas. The 624-mile Texas seacoast is the third longest in America.


The easiest way to comprehend the face of Texas is to imagine that you can take hold of the state as you would a tabletop. Hold it at sea level along the Gulf Coast from Port Arthur on the east, around to Brownsville on the south.


Lift the north edge slightly. Texarkana rises some 300 feet above your coastline and the slope from south to north is gradual.


Now lift the west side more sharply, an upslope that climbs from sea level to more than 8,000 feet in the westward mountains around El Paso (in the Trans Pecos region are 91 mountains of a mile or more in altitude, the highest being Guadalupe Peak at 8,751 feet). As you lift the west edge of your table you will note that the Panhandle (or High Plains) has elevated accordingly. That level upland approximates some 4,000 feet altitude.


The land itself is also varied. Inshore approximately 100 miles, the coastal prairies are flat, rising imperceptibly. Beyond them lie the blackland prairies and their rich farms. Northwest of San Antonio is the Edwards Plateau, the rugged, scenic Hill Country of Texas. West of the Pecos River, you enter mountain country: the relative height of peaks in the Big Bend, for example, is such that they rise above their surrounding terrain as formidably as any in America. Along the northern reaches of Texas, your ascent is more gradual but steady, crossing from rolling pineland to central prairies and, as you near the Panhandle and top the bluff-like Cap Rock escarpment, achieving the great, green reach of the High Plains.


The face of this terrain is equally varied. Eastward, both to the south and north, you wind through deep forest—pine and hardwoods. Gradually this timber thins: some 200 miles westward you travel blackland prairie, here and there timber-mottled. An equal distance beyond, you are within rougher, rolling land of post oak and blackjack. Halfway across the state, you traverse mesquite savannah. Beyond that, to the north lie the High Plains; to the south, the great mountain ranges and desert country. In the very southern tip of the state lies the bountiful, subtropic Lower Rio Grande Valley.


The Texas climate is the best balanced of all the Sun Belt. Summers are warm, winters, generally mild. January and February comprise “winter” for most of Texas; July and August are the hot months. Rain is heaviest in the east and south, ranging from 56 inches a year at Port Arthur to 7 inches at El Paso, from 43 inches at Texarkana to 20 inches at Amarillo. The growing season is long: in the Rio Grande Valley, a three-crop year is usual.


Ethnic diversity in Texas is as composite as any area of America and—much more than most—32 nationalities claim a part in settling the state. From fledgling America itself, colonization was principally from the lower and middle south. More recently, the Texas newcomer hails from the Northeast, Midwest, Mexico, or the Orient.


Racially, anglos (whites minus Hispanics) comprise about 61 percent of the population; Hispanics about 26 percent; blacks about 12 percent, and all others about 1 percent.


English, Irish, German, Czech, Polish, and to a degree, Norwegian, Swedish, Alsatian and the Slavic Wendish are identifiable in whole communities. French, Belgian, Italian, Greeks, Russian, Japanese, Chinese and recently Vietnamese have introduced themselves more as individual citizens than in block settlements.


Communities bearing the most identifiable stamp are the German towns, such as Fredericksburg and New Braunfels and many small villages. Czech flavor is found around El Campo, Granger, and West. Most clearly bearing the Polish stamp is tiny Panna Maria. Bosque County around Clifton is Norwegian settled, just as the area near Hamlin is Swedish flavored. In all of South Texas (below San Antonio) as well as along the Rio Grande, the Spanish influence is predominant. Blacks are found principally in major cities and in East Texas.



An Outline of Texas History



Prehistoric humans have been traced back 40,000 years in Texas, the oldest find being near Lewisville, close to Dallas. Traces of major settlements (Alibates National Monument) dating back 12,000 years have been found along the Canadian River on the High Plains. Other ancient people have been identified as cave dwellers along the Pecos and Rio Grande gorges and in similar shelters within the Big Bend.


At the time of Spanish penetration in the 1500s, Texas Indians became identifiable to us. In the northeast forests lived the Caddoan Confederacy (Tejas to the Spaniards), a friendly and relatively advanced people. West of them, along the Red River, were the Wichita. In east Central Texas lived the less advanced Tonkawa, and along the coast from east to west were the backward Attakapas and other small, somewhat kindred tribes. From the Galveston beaches westward coastally were the fierce Karankawa, later known to be cannibals.


Between the coast and San Antonio, a near-Stone-Age man known as the Coahuiltecan was encountered, and pressing upon him from the north were the warlike Lipan Apache, who later gave way to the Comanche. More than any other, this last Indian nation would dominate Texas Indian history and comprise the major barrier to settlement. In early far West Texas were the peaceful Jumano, displaced later by the predatory Apache.


Spanish exploration began in 1519 with the coastal survey of Alonzo Alvarez de Pineda, whose landing at the mouth of the Rio Grande resulted in a temporary settlement (Garay) there. Notably, Garay’s brief existence coincided with Cortez’ occupation of Mexico City, and the Texas settlement was Spain’s first in today’s United States. The opener of Texas was the redoubtable Cabeza de Vaca, who wandered across the state (and half the continent) in the 1520–30s, returning tales of treasure which induced Spanish exploration (Coronado in 1541–42; DeSoto-Moscoso in 1542).


Spain’s first permanent settlement was at Ysleta (within today’s El Paso), actually a 1680 way station to early Spanish villages up the Rio Grande in New Mexico.


In 1685, Rene Robert Cavelier Sieur de la Salle lodged Fort St. Louis (which failed in four years) below today’s Victoria and claimed Texas for France; Spain immediately countered with settlement of missions in the East Texas area around Nacogdoches. Continued French pressure into the 1700s from Louisiana forced Spanish attempts to strengthen their isolated East Texas front—as in the settlement of San Antonio as a way station—but by 1750, distance and relentless Indian attacks (primarily the Comanche) had very nearly stabilized the Spanish northward boundary along the Rio Grande (San Antonio, Goliad and distant Nacogdoches being weakly held enclaves).


With the rise of America eastward, pressure on Texas increased. Philip Nolan scouted the region for a decade from the 1790s and Zebulon Pike reconnoitered the empty land in 1805–06. The 1803 Louisiana Purchase had raised the question of Texas’ inclusion in that parcel, and by 1812–13 a series of unsuccessful filibustering expeditions (Gutierrez-Magee and James Long) sought to win independence from Spain. By 1821, a now-independent Mexico, seeking a buffer against west-pushing America, introduced non-Mexican colonization. Stephen F. Austin was the first and by far the most successful colonizer, and within 10 years a Texas which for three centuries had remained virtually uninhabited could count upwards of 20,000 colonists.


Distance, differences in language, law, and custom, and a tendency of early Mexican government toward dictatorship resulted in the Texas Revolution, 1835–36. Early clashes had occurred in 1832 at Velasco on the coast and at Nacogdoches. In 1835, the Battle of Gonzales became Texas’ Lexington. Winning there, Texans pushed on to San Antonio, stormed and captured that city. A massive invasion by the Dictator Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna resulted in early 1836 Texas disasters at The Alamo and the Goliad Massacre. However, on April 21, 1836, Sam Houston, Texan commander-in-chief, ended a long retreat, turned on Santa Anna at San Jacinto, and inflicted a crushing defeat resulting eventually in Texas independence.


The ten years of Texas’ life as a republic were consumed with a struggle for democratic institutions, fiscal stability, and efforts to clear its land of the Indian (primarily the Comanche) and to ward off further Mexican invasion while bringing law and order within its own borders. Some ill-fated attempts were made to extend Texas boundaries far westward; still, by 1845, successful colonization had increased the population to 150,000. On December 29 that year, the United States, concluding a long and difficult endeavor by Sam Houston, annexed Texas into the Union.


The Mexican War resulted from this annexation, and that war brought the acquisition of much of America’s West. By 1860, however, the fires of American Civil War reached this state and, despite the fact that only a small percentage of its people were slaveholders, proximity and custom kinship with the South resulted in Texas secession. A Texas brigade under General H. H. Sibley invaded the far West but fell back for lack of support. Most Texans fought eastward, and the state successfully resisted all attempts at invasion, although a few coastal beachheads were established by Union forces.


Reconstruction was less painful here than in other southern states, and by the 1873 gubernatorial election, the so-called “Carpetbag Rule” (the Republican hold on government) was thrown off with the election of Democrat Richard Coke as governor.


Until the late 1880s, Texas’ recovery was bound up in the great cattle drives which pushed Longhorn cattle (worth $3 a head in Texas, $30–40 in the East) to Midwest railheads.


The twentieth century was ushered in, prophetically for Texas’ future, with the great Spindletop Oilfield discovery in 1901 (see Beaumont, Port Arthur). In a few short years Texas was America’s petroleum capital, and the resulting industrialization spinoff has brought about today’s vast and varied economy as well as an enormous leap in population. In 1960 Texas was America’s sixth most populous state, and in 10 years jumped to fourth, passing Illinois and Ohio. In 1974 Texans outnumbered Pennsylvanians, and today only California and New York rank ahead of this state. In 1992, population was estimated at 17,469,248.


More than 200,000 Texans served in World War I, and the state’s topography and climate resulted in a concentration of many military installations. Texas continued as America’s major military center into World War II, when 750,000 Texans were under arms, among them General Dwight D. Eisenhower (born in Denison) and Fleet Admiral Chester W. Nimitz of Fredericksburg.


The half-century since World War II has been marked by urban development. The Space Age fueled Houston’s growth in the 1960s and ’70s. In the ’80s and ’90s Austin boomed with the growth of the personal computer market. Maquiladoras made El Paso a center of international activity. In the mid-’80s the Oil Patch went bust, and Texans found they were not immune to economic ills.


SIX FLAGS . . . AND MORE





Spain, 1519–1821


France, 1685–1762


Mexico, 1821–1836


Republic of Texas, 1836–1845


Confederate States of America, 1861–1865


United States of America, 1846–present





Spain’s claim began with the 1519 landing of Pineda at the mouth of the Rio Grande. The French claim occurred with the lodgement of La Salle’s Fort St. Louis on Matagorda Bay in 1685. Despite the recurring question of Texas’ inclusion in the 1803 Louisiana Purchase, Mexico’s dominance occurred with her independence from Spain and continued until the Texas Revolution, effectually ending with the Battle of San Jacinto. In 1846 the Republic of Texas passed into the United States as the nation’s 28th state, the only admission to U.S. statehood by treaty between two sovereign republics. With this annexation, Texas retained the right—and still does—to divide itself into as many as five states. In 1861, Texas seceded and joined the Confederacy, being readmitted to the Union in 1865.


There have been other flags. In 1812–13, the green banner of the Gutierrez-Magee Expedition proclaimed a short-lived first Texas Republic, an alliance between Americans and Mexicans which fell before Spanish arms. In 1819–21, the James Long Expedition briefly proclaimed another Texas Republic, but the effort failed quickly. In 1826, the red and white banner of the Fredonian Republic flew over little Nacogdoches, a revolt against Mexico which allied Anglo settlers with Cherokee Indians. The Fredonians were quickly put down.


In 1841–42, a flag (still displayed at Laredo) announced another independent nation—the Republic of the Rio Grande, a proposed alliance between Northern Mexico and the Southwestern United States; it, too, was short-lived. Several other flags appeared during the Texas Revolution—the Come and Take It flag at the Battle of Gonzales, the Goliad Flag, and the 1824 Banner which flew above the Alamo. The Lone Star Flag was adopted by the Third Congress of the Republic in 1839 at Houston.



Some Facts About Texas



A side from its great size and colorful history, Texas possesses many natural riches to interest the traveler. Here, briefly, are some facts that will help you see the state more clearly as you explore it with us. For convenience, the topics are listed alphabetically.


AGRICULTURE



Despite its heavy recent industrialization and urbanization, Texas is America’s third largest agricultural producer (California and Iowa preceding). Agribusiness—food, fiber, and forest, from processing to transporting and marketing—is almost a $40 billion business here.


Texas leads in dairy and beef cattle, sheep and wool, goats and mohair, cotton, grain sorghum, watermelons, cabbage and spinach, and ties with Louisiana in rice production. Chief exports include wheat and flour, cottonseed oil, fruits, poultry, soybean oil, and vegetables.


Much of the agricultural production lies in the South and High Plains regions around Lubbock and north to Amarillo’s area. Interestingly, before the discovery of great water reserves at shallow depths, this entire plains country was regarded as virtually uninhabitable. Early American explorers, traversing the then treeless and apparently barren land, called it the “Great American Desert” and predicted that it could never be settled.


CATTLE AND COWBOYS



The Longhorn is perhaps the symbol most associated with Texas, and with a reason. From the earliest Spanish explorers to today, particularly in South and West Texas, this has been “cow country.” Today, cattle is a $3 billion industry, providing 50 percent of Texas farm and ranch income.


The great Spanish captain, Coronado, brought a sizable herd in his 1540s explorations, and from that and later conquistadores, the Spanish “black,” forerunner of the six-foot, horned, tough, hardy and half-wild Texas steer, emerged. The industry began with modest trail drives across from South Texas to New Orleans, but it really grew along the dusty trails of the late 1860s to 1880s, and the Texas trail-driver saved this state from financial ruin resulting from the Civil War.


Wild in the Texas brush, cattle outnumbered men. Here, a cow brought $3 to $4, but in beef-hungry Northern markets, ten times that amount; the Missouri and Kansas railheads to those markets had to be reached. So began the period of the great drives—over the Shawnee Trail through Dallas, the Chisholm Trail through Fort Worth, the Dodge and Western Trail farther to the west.


Literally by the millions, up the trail they came: sinuous, mile-long, bawling, dust-churning, 50-foot wide, rope-like herds, trailing along behind point riders and lead steers, pinched compact by swing and flank riders, drag men tailing in the stragglers. With them rattled the chuck and hoodlum wagons for bedrolls and ditty bags, clanging coffee and bean pots with iron ovens for sourdough biscuits, and rawhide cooneys slung underneath for cookfire’s wood or chips.


And the riders? They were first-trail, slatty kids, or grizzled, dusty-eyed, bent-legged old ones who’d sworn to their last trail two . . . five years ago. They gentled night herds, singing songs like Bury Me Not and Cowboy’s Dream. They were fast guns and easy-riders, ones that Dodge or Abilene liquor would mean-up or maybe just get to dancing—the whole slouch-hatted, loose-vested, jingle-booted, Durham-rolling, dust-eating bunch, Texas drovers.


The great ranches emerged, from million-acre spreads like Richard King’s and Shanghai Pierce’s southward, or Goodnight’s J. A., the XIT, and the Matador, far north.


Weather and rustlers were the ranchers’ principal foes. Blizzards could freeze a herd, and drought, killing slower, was just as bad. No one has ever been able to tame the capricious Texas weather, but a combination of the six-gun, the hanging rope, the cattle brand, and the law-enforcing Cattleman’s Association checked rustling.


The brand, known for more than 4,000 years, came to Texas from Spain’s use of a coat-of-arms. By the latter 1800s, this had been reduced to a kind of monogram. Today the Texas Cattle Raiser’s Association keeps track of more than 2,000 different brands.


The open range came to an end in the 1880s with the introduction of barbed wire. The big ranches were the first to fence their pastures, and smaller operators soon followed.


The quarter horse, today as yesterday, has remained the cowman’s prize possession. Given to quick-footed, maneuverable speed for brief distances—a quarter-mile was and is sufficient range to manage his bovine charges—he is best known for his ability to “think right along with his rider.” Today, fine quarter horses often command $50,000 or more.


The rodeo is the cowboy’s circus. It derives from the great Spanish riders and their love for saddled gamesmanship. The towns of Pecos and Canadian both claim to have brought the sport to Texas.


The original Texas cowboy was legendary Pecos Bill, famed in song and story. Raised by coyotes, Bill was tough: he ate prickly pear and rode wild buffalo. Fearing his bite, the mountain lion and rattlesnakes alike hid from him. As Bill grew, so did his skills. On one bet he rode a Texas cyclone and traveled across three states. He leveled mountains, leaving the flat Texas Panhandle, but the twister finally bested him by raining out from under him. Bill is also credited with digging the Rio Grande with a stick (to water his spread), and with building a cattle pipeline from his ranch to the Chicago stockyards—too big, as it turned out: cattle hung their horns in the threads and starved.


Today’s cowboy is less flamboyant, his work dress usually denim. When on the town he is more often than not quietly dressed, his boots topped by khaki pants, his usually-checkered shirt, by a jacket of the same khaki color. In town you will find him wearing a Bandera-creased silverbelly Stetson. His mount, quite often, will be a pickup, and the gun cradled behind him is for “varmints,” not rustlers or Indians. He is definitely not the sequin-bespangled character so often portrayed in film. The King Ranch, near Kingsville, offers tours, even though its cowhands no longer work cattle on horseback. The Encinitos Ranch of Alice offers week-long working trail rides.


THE COAST AND ITS RECREATION



The Texas coastline, America’s third longest (behind Florida and California), stretches 624 miles from Sabine Pass on the east below Port Arthur to the mouth of the Rio Grande below Brownsville at the southern tip of the state.


Every saltwater activity may be found. Principal resorts are Galveston eastward, Corpus Christi at the middling coastal bend, and the satellite beaches out from Brownsville. Magnificent Padre Island, with resorts at either tip, reaches from Corpus Christi to Brownsville.


Beaches are broad and the swimming is excellent, with little undertow. Surfing is less than formidable; scuba diving is good. Birding and beachcombing are exceptional.


Fishing facilities literally cluster along the entire coast, with the areas around Port Arthur, Galveston, Freeport, Port O’Connor, Port Aransas, Corpus Christi, Port Mansfield, and all along Padre Island to Brownsville, most outstanding. Drum, redfish, flounder, king, sea trout, and red snapper are principal catches. Galveston, Port Aransas, Corpus Christi, and South Padre Island offer excellent facilities for deepsea fishing, from tarpon to swordfish. In commercial fishing, a substantial Texas industry, shrimp and oysters lead the way.


For the nature lover, 10 national wildlife refuges (coastal or inland and comprising 175,000 acres) offer tranquil rewards. These are located near Anahuac, Austwell, Eagle Lake, Angleton (2), Buffalo Lake at Umbarger, Sherman, Rio Hondo, Muleshoe, and Alamo. The Rockport area is one of America’s major flyway crossroads for migratory birds. For the hunter, duck and geese abound in the rice fields around Eagle Lake and El Campo.


Fees for hunting and fishing licenses have become more complicated and expensive in recent years with the addition of stamps for specific kinds of game. A resident hunting or fishing license costs $19 (combination $32). A non-resident fishing license is $30; a general hunting license is $250. A special non-resident spring turkey hunting license is $100, as is a non-resident special hunting license required to hunt exotic animals and a variety of game birds other than turkeys.


FLORA AND FAUNA



Texas displays more than 5,000 varieties of wildflowers, more than any other state. These bloom in spring, summer and fall, appearing in profusion as early as March in southern regions. They range the spectrum: blues, lavenders, reds and orange-reds, pinks, yellows, whites, and scores of delicately intermediate shades. Particularly in spring, they blanket the landscape. A rough rule of thumb is to look for the delicate blues and pinks early in the seasons, these deepening to warmer colors—oranges and yellows—as summer wears on.


Most familiar and famous is the Texas state flower, the bluebonnet (buffalo clover, el conejo, or Lupinus texensis). A close second is the orange-pink Indian paintbrush so often seen in massed company with the bluebonnet. Central and south coastal locales are your best sites for these displays.


Other flowers commonly seen are the red-edged Indian blanket or firewheel, the hardy purple verbena, the showy blue horsemint, yellow buttercup and lavender winecup, the white and yellow daisies, the jaunty Mexican hat and the multi-colored blooms of various cacti. Virtually every bloom known to forest regions may be found in East Texas, including several varieties of rare orchids (see Big Thicket).


For detailed information consult any library’s many wildflower books. A free copy of the Wildflowers of Texas folder may be obtained from the Texas Department of Transportation, P.O. Box 5064, Austin, Texas 78763, or from any Travel Information Center.


Texas is far more forested than most Americans realize. East Texas, from the Red River to the coast, is woodland. The pine is the state’s most important tree, with the pecan (the state tree) a close second, and the many varieties of oak (particularly the majestic liveoak) a strong contender. More than 60 varieties of trees (not counting the various oaks and pines) from the anaqua to the yaupon are native, and among them are several national champions. Texas’ four national forests embrace more than 650,000 acres; several smaller state forests are maintained, and there are more than 1,700 commercial tree farms to ensure timber permanence. The estimated market value of standing timber is some $4 billion.


The mesquite (Prosopis juniflora D.C.), that lacy thorn-wielder found almost everywhere south amd west, deserves special mention among Texas trees. Today considered a pest by farmer or rancher, and its iron-hard wood little used though it polishes beautifully, the mesquite was a friend to Indian and early settler alike. Its wood or extensive root system fueled camp and cookfire (it still barbecues deliciously). The boiled roots eased stomach ailments and served as a laxative as well as a dressing for wounds. Leaves made poultices, kept the head cool under your hat, and when boiled with clothing, whitened them. The beans, mortar-ground, made a palatable flour and a tolerable drink.


Finally, no handier weather forecaster can be found. A heavy crop of beans means a cold winter ahead, and once the mesquite buds in early spring, you need fear no further frosts.


An excellent guide to Texas trees, both those of championship size and historic story, may be found in Famous Trees of Texas (Texas Forestry Service).


Some 600 species of birds (three-fourths of those known in America) are found in Texas. Some 142 different animals may be seen, including some rare species. Approximately 100 varieties of reptiles can be encountered.


The Texas mockingbird may be seen anywhere. Beyond such other common varieties as the cardinal, dove, quail, sparrow, and countless shore-nesting birds, the list is so extensive that you should consult Peterson’s Field Guide to the Birds of Texas. Best locales for wildlife study are the numerous refuges: national, state and a few privately endowed. For locations, see Birder’s Guide to Texas by Ed Kutac (Gulf Publishing).


Many species in the world of mammals are commonly encountered. The armadillo is found almost anywhere, as is the common skunk. Various species of deer, from the smaller whitetailed (East, Central and South Texas) to the larger mule deer (West Texas, Panhandle) abound. The rabbit, particularly the big, rangy jack, may be seen anywhere, and the opossum, raccoon, and various squirrels are also common.


The bison (buffalo), once found in vast herds, now are limited to a few preserves (see index, individual tours). Other somewhat rare species include the pronghorn antelope (West Texas), the black bear (rare, even in the Trans Pecos mountains), the mountain lion (occasional, in the Hill Country or Trans Pecos), and the Texas lynx or bobcat. The coyote is seen principally in South Texas brush country, as is the javelina (collared peccary). The gray wolf, once numerous, is very nearly extinct. Consult your library for details on Texas mammals. The Texas Almanac provides a good list.


Bass, perch, crappie and catfish are the common Texas catches. All varieties of saltwater fish may be found.


Among reptiles most often encountered are the four poisonous snakes known to America—the rattlesnake (several varieties, the western diamondback measuring up to 9 feet), the copperhead, cottonmouth moccasin, and the coral snake. Except for the coral, the bite is less deadly than commonly supposed. Directions from an up-to-date first-aid book and prompt medical attention will protect you.


The alligator can be found in East Texas lakes and streams. The horned toad, a harmless lizard, is a Texas resident.


Among the troublesome “varmints” are the ordinary spiders, tarantulas, and scorpions—all arachnids (again, less poisonous than supposed—particularly in the case of the tarantula), and the wormlike centipede. All are best avoided.


LAKES



With more than 6,000 square miles of lakes and streams, Texas is second only to Alaska in the volume of its inland water. At present some 350 lakes and reservoirs exist or are under construction. Concentration is heavier in the eastern half of the state; however, you can find a good lake close by almost anywhere in Texas.


These lakes range from such giants as East Texas’ Toledo Bend (181,000 acres), Sam Rayburn (114,000 acres), and Livingston (82,000 acres) to big Texoma (89,000 acres) on the Red River, and Amistad (85,000 acres) and Falcon (87,000 acres), international projects on the Rio Grande.


Significantly, Texas can boast few natural lakes, only big Caddo Lake being naturally formed (though a dam exists today). In 1913 only eight major reservoirs dotted the state, a situation reflecting the immense expansion of water conservation and recreation in the last half century.


Nearly all this inland water provides recreation. Many lakes offer excellent camping and recreational facilities, these being maintained either by the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, by county or community facility, or by many private camps.


Some of America’s best fishing, particularly for bass and catfish, awaits you. See individual tours for details, or see complete listing of lakes in the Appendix.


MEXICO



Interior Mexico is the destination of many out-of-state tourists, and the trip can be delightful. Mexicans are courteous, friendly and helpful to any who show appreciation for their intriguing country.


Principal points of entry (east to west) are Brownsville-Matamoros, Laredo-Nuevo Laredo, and El Paso-Juarez. Others, no less interesting, are McAllen-Reynosa, Eagle Pass-Piedras Negras, Del Rio-Ciudad Acuna, and Presidio-Ojinaga. Visits limited to Mexican border cities (not the interior) can be made with no stop at customs. For the interior trips, count on one to three hours with Mexican customs. The most scenic route is Highway 85 (Mex.) from Laredo through Monterrey, Ciudad Victoria (where Highway 101 south from Brownsville joins), and the mighty sierra beyond. The fastest route, Highway 57 along the valleys west of Sierra Madre, is south from Eagle Pass via Saltillo and San Luis Potosi. Most Mexican highways lead to Mexico City; the major routes are well-paved if somewhat narrower than our roads.


For information, most major oil companies’ tourist bureaus or the American Automobile Association will provide route maps on request. Perhaps the best source is Sanborns, at each major border city; you can obtain maps and very detailed road logs with complete information on lodging and meals (both generally excellent) and points of interest (countless) along the way. Also available is Mexican insurance, which you must carry when traveling into the interior.


To travel more than 12 miles into the interior of Mexico, you must plan ahead, as regulations adopted in 1992 for taking cars into Mexico are very stringent. (1) The driver or owner of the vehicle must pay a $ 10 fee using a major internationally accepted credit card. Cash, checks, or money orders are NOT accepted. (2) You must have a driver’s license and title or registration papers for the vehicle. (3) The registered owner of the vehicle must be in the vehicle itself. (4) If you are driving a rental car, company car, or a vehicle that has a lienholder, you must have a letter giving you permission to take the car into Mexico. Upon completion of the requirements, you will be issued a permit good for six months which must be returned upon leaving Mexico.


Most major credit cards (not gasoline cards) are widely accepted, and American currency is accepted along the border.


MINERALS



With its still vast petroleum and natural gas reserves, Texas is the nation’s leading producer of crude minerals, its recent annual production valued at some $17.5 billion.


Petroleum-Gas: America’s leader. The fields occupy much of the state from the High Plains to the Rio Grande and from East to West Texas.


Sulfur: Texas’ second great mineral resource is found in honeycomb limestone along the Gulf Coast plain. Texas produces most of the world’s sulfur.


Lignite Coal: Significant deposits are found in north central, east central, South and West Texas.


Stone: Primarily in the centrally located Edwards Plateau or Central Mineral Region are substantial deposits of marble, granite, limestone, graphite, gypsum.


Clays: East and north central Texas deposits make the state a national leader in clay products.


Helium, magnesium and salt are also substantial Texas resources.


Silver and quicksilver (mercury), mined to a considerable degree in the past (primarily in West Texas mountains), are produced to a limited degree, if at all. Extraction costs are too high.


RIVERS



By comparison with many other states, Texas rivers are not impressive, except in the hilly areas of the state where their clarity and scenic beauty compensate for their unimposing flow.


Texas counts 14 major rivers—the Rio Grande, Nueces, San Antonio, Guadalupe, Lavaca, Colorado, Brazos, San Jacinto, Trinity, Neches, Sabine, and Red (south to north). West is the Pecos, and far north, the Canadian. The Rio Grande, at 1,248 miles, is Texas’ longest, with the Red River second, extending 726 miles.


The Rio Grande, like its tributary Pecos, has been described as “too thick to drink; too thin to plow”; however, its historic and scenic attributes have few equals. In all, Texas counts some 3,700 streams, with a combined length of some 80,000 miles, draining some 263,000 square miles of terrain.


TEX-MEX FOODS



Mexican food, as we know it on this side of the Rio Grande, is more properly “Tex-Mex” food. Though its origin is unquestionably Mexican-inspired, you will find it—and it is delicious—more easily north of the border and, with a few notable exceptions, limited to Texas.


The food came about from early Texans who learned from their Mexican neighbors the art of spicing otherwise bland menus with seasoning, primarily the chili pepper. In fact, when the Mexican speaks of “chili,” he refers to his red pepper. In Texas, chili is the state dish—ground or diced meat in a thick, hot gravy seasoned with that red pepper. Most of the TexMex dishes build up around chili in some form.


Without attempting recipes, staples in a typical Tex-Mex meal consist of tortillas, tamales, enchiladas, beans, rice, and guacamole (avocado) salad. Side dishes, ranging from tacos and burritos to chili con queso and nachos, are delicious.


San Antonio ranks first in Tex-Mex food, with Austin in close competition. Most Texas cities and towns have good restaurants, and rare indeed is the cafe which does not offer a good bowl of chili.


Across the Rio Grande, you can order this kind of “Mexican food,” but the menu of interior Mexico is more cosmopolitan in selection, and Tex-Mex food is really a concession to visiting Americans.


TOP HISTORIC SITES IN TEXAS



Any list of “must-see” historic sites in Texas must begin with the Alamo and the other old Spanish missions in San Antonio. The greatest such concentration north of the Rio Grande, the sites are linked by the Mission Trail. Four missions and several acequia (irrigation canal) sites comprise the San Antonio Missions National Historical Park (2202 Roosevelt Ave., San Antonio 78210, 210/299-5701).


In the far western corner of the state is El Paso’s Missions Trail (San Elizario, Socorro, Ysleta; El Paso Convention and Visitor’s Bureau, One Civic Center Plaza, El Paso 79901, 1-800-351-6024; in Texas 1-800-592-6001). The Upper Rio Grande Valley holds the evidence of the earliest European influence in Texas. The mission churches and the Tigua Indian Reservation (119 S. Old Pueblo Rd., 915/859-3916) offer superb photographic possibilities; the two Tigua Indian restaurants serve some of the best Mexican food in Texas.


Fort Davis National Historic Site (Box 1456, Fort Davis 79734, 915/426-3224) offers not only history but also scenery—mountains, fantastic rock formations, trees, flowing streams, daytime skies a blue you’ll never see anywhere else, and nighttime skies that may be the darkest in the United States. There’s also much to see and do—McDonald Observatory, the Prude Guest Ranch (Box 1431, Fort Davis 79734, 1-800-458-6232), and Davis Mountains State Park (Box 786, Fort Davis 79734, 915/426-3337) are right at hand.


In Big Bend National Park (Big Bend National Park 79834-9999, 915/477-2291), history blends with fantastic scenery to create a tourist’s paradise in the Big Bend. The Rio Grande played an important part in Texas history, and it is delightful to have it displayed in such a sublime setting, hemmed in on one side by the Chihuahuan Desert and on the other by the Chisos Mountains. Nearby is the ghost town of Terlingua; a little farther down the road is Lajitas, a ghost town come back to life.


At Seminole Canyon State Historical Park (Box 820, Comstock 78837, 915/292-4464), ruggedly beautiful scenery vies with ancient Indian rock art for superlatives. Both are fantastic.


Fort Leaton State Historic Site (four miles southeast of Presidio on Farm Road 170; Box 1220, Presidio 79845; 915/229-3613) is unique in Texas. It is one of the largest adobe structures in terms of the area it covers. The fact that it was built as a private fort makes it all the more remarkable. Its interpretive center, with all displays in both Spanish and English, provides an indepth look at the early history of the area. North of Presidio on US 67 is the ghost town of Shafter, the only place where significant amounts of the gold and silver the conquistadores sought in Texas were ever found.


The Petroleum Museum (1500 I-20 West, Midland 79701; 915/683-4403) portrays a part of the Texas heritage as important as any. In fact, it might be argued that but for oil, money might not have been available to preserve evidence of other aspects of Texas history.


TEXAS SYMBOLS



State Nickname—Lone Star State


State Motto—Friendship, from Tejas, the Spanish version of a Caddo Indian word meaning “friends.”


State Flower—The bluebonnet, Lupensis texensis, which blankets most of the state beginning with the Big Bend area in January through central areas of the state in March through May.


State Tree—The majestic Hicoria Pecan was named state tree in 1919. Its selection was urged by Texas’ first native-born governor, James Stephen Hogg, who requested that a pecan be planted at his grave and that the children of Texas gather its nuts and plant them statewide.


State Bird—The Texas mockingbird, Mimus polygottos, became state bird in 1927. This bird is a skilled mimic of sounds from the songs of other birds to the meows of housecats.


State Gem—The topaz, found only in Mason County.


State Grass—Sideoats gramma


State Song—Contrary to popular belief, The Eyes of Texas, the song of The University of Texas at Austin, is not the state song. That honor belongs to Texas, Our Texas, rarely heard and usually not seen outside Texas history textbooks, where it is printed by law.





REGION I


East–West: Tours 1 through 8
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Tour 1:      Texarkana to Wichita Falls


Tour 2:      Texarkana to Jacksboro


Tour 2A:   Greenville to Stephenville


Tour 3:      Waskom to Mineral Wells


Tour 3A:   Marshall to Terrell


Tour 3B:   Fort Worth to Stephenville


Tour 4:      Longview to Waco


Tour 5:      Jacksonville to Dallas


Tour 6:      Carthage to Hearne


Tour 7:      Logansport, La. To Evant


Tour 8:      San Augustine to Bryan
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TOUR 1


US 82



Texarkana, Paris, Sherman, Gainesville, Wichita Falls, 274 m.


On US 82 westward, you begin in the deep pine forests of the ancient Caddo mound-builders and parallel the storied old Red River Valley below the area first penetrated by French traders in the mid-1700s and—between Clarksville and Paris—where Americans first entered Texas in the early 1800s.


Beyond, as timber thins, you cross the Republic of Texas’ blockhouse frontier at Bonham and Sherman, beginning to cut the northbound cattle trails, from the Shawnee and Chisholm to the Dodge and Western. By Gainesville, the land opens and vegetation thins and at Wichita Falls, where you enter Region IV, you have reached the lean, lonely land of Big Ranch Country.


Texarkana, 0 m. (alt. 295; pop. 31,485 Texas city). The approach to any gateway city excites, and this beautifully forested Siamese twin, straddling the Arkansas and Texas line and close to both Louisiana and Oklahoma, is no exception. The four-state trade, industrial, and transportation center is unique in that the state line runs down the middle of its main street, and its post office, as well as its nationally unique Bi-State Justice Center, literally—and impartially—straddles that line. The city operates under two closely cooperating sets of governments.


Displaying broad residential avenues lined with sycamores, oaks and box elders, Texarkana centers an area early inhabitated by the relatively advanced Caddo mound-builders, and was among the first regions of America explored by Spain. Later explorations accompanied the 1690 founding of Spanish missions around Nacogdoches.


American colonists came up the Red River in the early 1800s, but the city was founded late—in 1873 with the arrival of railroads. Growth was rapid thereafter, and today Texarkana is a rail and highway hub—four US routes (one interstate) intersecting here.


The Texarkana Historical Museum concentrates on the Caddoan period and the late 1800s, as well as native son Scott Joplin, a Pulitzer Prize winning composer whose ragtime music was used in the move The Sting. A mural at 3rd and Main also honors him.


Several interesting turn-of-the-century homes, churches and buildings lie within a few blocks of downtown. The Chamber of Commerce (819 State Line Ave.) has a map guide. South of the city, big Lake Wright Patman offers camping and all recreational facilities.


Immediately south of the highway and just within Texas is pretty Spring Lake Park. Here you may see the spring which, according to tradition, quenched the thirst of the survivors of De Soto’s expedition more than four centuries ago (see Weches).


Texarkana is home to the outstanding Perot Theater, its restoration a gift of native son, H. Ross Perot. The Regional Arts Center, housed in a former U.S. courthouse, displays visual arts. On I-30 is a Texas Travel Information Center offering maps and brochures on local as well as statewide attractions.


Across the line in Arkansas via US 71 south, 13 m., you can explore the eerie banks of Boggy Creek, home of the legendary Boggy Creek monster.


Westward, your route enters an area once rich in earlier homes—the antebellum plantations. The beautifully remodeled Pryor House (1847/private) on the New Boston Road is an example, and several old homes are near Hooks, 17 m. west.


Also at Hooks, the Red River Army Depot stores and repairs many types of arms and equipment.


New Boston, 23 m. (alt. 352; pop. 5,265). Due to a shifting county seat, there are three Bostons: to the south are Boston, then Old Boston, which deserves its name, founded in 1821. Tiny Boston holds the neat white courthouse now. Approximately 70 burnt-rock middens—Caddo trash dumps—have been found in this area. North, toward the Red River, excavation of one mound 150 feet long has indicated occupation by an ancient people. Each June, the Bostonians celebrate Pioneer Days.


De Kalb, 36 m. (alt. 350; pop. 1,879), is a little hilltop town, a pioneer settlement which took its name from the German general who aided American Revolutionary troops. Intersect US 259/ Tour 10.


Avery, 46 m., pop. 410. Typical of early colonists’ homes is the Williams House here. Just north is tiny English, once a leading community (1840). The old Oliver English home, dating from the 1850s, still stands.
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Clarksville, 62 m. (alt. 442; pop. 4,002). Spreading out from a circular central park, its statued Confederate rifleman and its close-by, castle-like Victorian courthouse, this staunch little city, with several interesting old homes, is an outgrowth of the oldest American settlement in Texas—the 1814–16 Red River colony of Pecan Point, northeast. One block north of the “square” is the 1833 DeMorse home, just behind the site of the Northern Standard, a prominent 1841 Texas paper founded by Charles DeMorse, considered “the father of Texas journalism.”


On the square, a marker honors Rev. William Stevenson, Methodist circuit rider, who, despite Spanish law, preached near here in 1815. Stephen Austin warned him he would be jailed if he carried Protestantism deeper into Texas.


A statue of Texas Republic’s provisional president, David G. Burnet, pre-sides over the high school grounds. Convenient to the old city cemetery is a huge, 200-year-old post oak, Clarksville’s one-time “hanging tree.”




Backroads Adventure


South 4 m. on TX 37 is the tall, white-columned McKenzie home, site of old McKenzie College, which grew from an 1841 log cabin to one of Texas’ largest colleges. By 1861, the entire student body had left for Confederate service and the school closed in 1886. North on TX 37, 6 m., is the site of Shiloh Cumberland Presbyterian Church, founded in 1833, one of the first protestant churches in Texas. Three of its members signed the Texas Declaration of Independence.


Farther north where FM 410 reaches the Red near tiny Kiomatia, a roadside park marks the site of old Jonesborough, centering the Pecan Point settlement. Here, sometime before 1820, Ben Milam landed a riverboat where some of the old tree stumps stand well clear of the water now. Leading settler Claiborne Wright, whose family flatboated here, was typical of other settlers. Uncertain as to whether they were in Arkansas’ Miller County or Texas’ Red River municipality, more than one family sent a member to Little Rock to write the Arkansas state constitution, while another journeyed south to Washington-on-the-Brazos to draft the Texas Declaration of Independence.


Dispute as to legal location continued for some time. It was nothing to find a Jonesborough court in session on some matter while, down the road, Clarksville was considering the same case. At one time, a US marshal from Arkansas pursued a man here, found himself arrested by a Texas sheriff and clapped into Clarksville jail. The United States finally held for Texas, and Jonesborough lost her dual citizenship.





At 67 m., you descend a gentle slope to Becknell’s Prairie. Just south of the highway in a grove of trees, a large marker designates the grave of Capt. William Becknell who in 1821 blazed the Sante Fe Trail from St. Louis. Later, as a veteran of the Texas Revolution, he received considerable land nearabout. Old story adds that he later traded 1,000 acres of this land for 1,000 malaria pills.


Detroit, 74 m. (alt. 482; pop. 691), shows its age in the number of weathered brick buildings, half-hidden in trees. As a young man, former U.S. Vice-President John Nance Garner lived in the two-story frame home just south of the highway.


Paris, 92 m. (alt. 592; pop. 25,513), cultural, industrial and agricultural center for the Red River Valley, has a modern, clean look, particularly in its business area—the result of two great fires which brought about rebuilding. It is a city of wide streets and numerous parks. The beautiful Italian white marble Culberson Fountain graces Paris’ downtown plaza.


Settled in 1824, Paris was another offshoot of the Pecan Point settlements, and it knew rough-and-tumble times. From Paris, John Chisum (buried here) drove cattle west to a New Mexico empire. The lady outlaw Belle Starr was jailed here, and Paris is the place where the Women’s Christian Temperance Union was established in Texas in 1882. With no church admitting them, the ladies convened in the opera house.


Just west of the courthouse is the route of the Republic of Texas Central National Road, once the main route to the United States from San Antonio, running north to the Dallas area, and then across to the site of Texarkana today. Here FM 195 follows the old route, early specifications for which detailed the exact height that stumps might be left in the roadway for proper wagon clearance.


Walking/driving tour maps available from the visitors and convention council at 1651 Clarksville St. will guide you to points of interest. Evergreen Cemetery, at S. Church St. and Jefferson Rd., contains graves of early Texas pioneers. The Sam Bell Maxey State Historic Structure, 812 S. Church, is fine example of Victorian architecture and landscaping.




Backroads Adventure


At Paris, intersect US 271/Tour 11.


Northward, Lake Crook provides water sports and Pat Mayse Lake offers camping and all facilities.


Southwest via FM 38, sitting on the county line, is Ben Franklin, an 1890 railroad boomer whose population moved on with the tracks. West of there is Wolfe City. Between the two towns is dense scrub cedar, Jernigan’s Thicket, an early-day hideout for badmen—still an area that can lose you.





Honey Grove, 113 m. (alt. 668; pop. 1,746), named for its long-ago bee trees, clusters some interesting old buildings around its square. A tour map is available at the Bertha Voyer Memorial Library, corner of 6th and US 82. North on FM 100, near Monkstown, is Caddo National Grassland (camping). South, frontier heritage is reflected in earthy names of tiny villages such as Bugtussle, Seed Tick and Greasy Neck.


Bonham, 129 m. (alt. 568; pop. 7,306), is an old-fashioned-looking town, deep-shaded around its high-curbed square, all of it having maintained a changeless dignity through the years. On the courthouse lawn is a statue of the Alamo’s heroic messenger, James Butler Bonham. Also located here is the home of the longtime speaker of the house and dean of the U.S. Congress, Sam Rayburn, as well as the white Georgian marble Rayburn Memorial Library, with its replica of the speaker’s office and a large display of congressional memorabilia.


[image: image]


Sam Rayburn Memorial Library, Bonham.


The settlement grew up around an 1837 blockhouse, Fort Inglish. During the Civil War Bonham was raided by Jayhawkers and visited by the unpredictable guerrilla leader, Quantrill, of bloody Kansas repute.


An excellent replica of the old fort has been erected and three restored log cabins placed in Fort Inglish Park on W. Sam Rayburn Dr. The Fannin County Museum, repository for local history, is in the 1900 Texas and Pacific Railroad Depot on Main Street.




Backroads Adventure


Just south (TX 78/FM 271) is Bonham State Park, camping and all facilities. Northeast are the Caddo National Grasslands; north on TX 78 are water sports at Lake Bonham. The ghost of Old Warren, another blockhouse settlement and first Fannin County seat, is 13 m. northwest, near Anthony. Orangeville, still another pioneer town that prospered into the 1900s, is now fading away, 15 m. southwest.





At Bells, 144 m., intersect US 69/Tour 12.


Sherman, 157 m. (alt. 728; pop. 34,044), an industrial, marketing and educational center, is also a handsome, shaded city of fine old homes, with a comfortable, lived-in air. Despite the apparently leisurely pace of its life, the city grows aggressively, a growth predicted in 1857, when John Butterfield agreed to route his mail stages this way: Sherman had a transcontinental road. A historical marker at 404 W. Washington marks the trail.


Here is the home of old Austin College, whose 60-acre campus will fill older visitors with nostalgia: the quiet feel of colleges of their youth. The school was founded at Huntsville in 1846, with Sam Houston an early trustee. It moved here in 1876 and continues to maintain highest academic standards, as well as offering major cultural attractions to the area throughout the year.


A historical driving tour brochure is available from the C of C at 400 N. Crockett, and the Red River Historical Museum at 301 S. Walnut displays Grayson County history in a restored Carnegie Library with 1930s murals. The 300 to 1300 blocks of S. Crockett contain restored Victorian houses; 905 is open for tours. The old opera house is at 300 N. Travis. Kelly Square, a restored three-story turn-of-the-century building at 115 S. Travis, houses art, antique, food, and other shops. Other antique shops can be found in the vicinity of Lamar and Travis streets; the Museum of American Victorian Furniture is at 201 E. Lamar.


In the area also see McKinney, Denison and Lake Texoma.


At Sherman intersect US 75/Tour 13.


Sadler, 172 m. Just north is Hagerman National Wildlife Refuge, tipping Lake Texoma, a winter home for numerous geese and ducks.


Whitesboro, 175 m. (alt. 783; pop. 3,646), provides a route to Lake Texoma via US 377, north 15 m. Just east of here, Henry B. Sanborn’s ranch was the first large spread enclosed by barbed wire. Sanborn was the Texas salesman for Joseph Glidden, one of the inventors of “the devil’s rope.” The success of barbed wire meant the end of the open range and the great trail drives.


Gainesville, 190 m. (alt. 738; pop. 14,760). In the broad valley of the Trinity’s Elm Fork, this city of wooded homes (many red brick Victorian) and bright gardens grew up with forty-niners who stopped on what became California Street. During the Civil War, Gainesville was repeatedly hit by Jayhawkers; citizens hunted them down, hanged 19 in one drumhead verdict. In all, 42 men died in Gainesville’s mass hangings. The hanging elm, itself long dead, stood near the entrance to Leonard Park.


The city centers an area devoted largely to horse ranching, from quarter horses to the miniature horses at Brewers Miniature Horse Farm, 926 Summit Ave. Adjacent to Leonard Park on California St. is the Frank Buck Zoo, dedicated to a native son whose claim to fame was that he could “Bring ‘em back alive” from Africa.


Most intriguing is the Morton Museum of Cooke County, a restoration of the first city hall, with the addition of a magnificent stained glass skylight. Through the museum and C of C (Culberson at California), excellent maps will tour you to Gainesville’s fine old homes and buildings: even its downtown displays handsome structures adorned with intricate masonry and ornamental iron columns.




Backroads Adventure


North via FM 1201 is Sivil’s Bend, original Chisholm Trail crossing of the Red River.


South and east, FM 678, 3164, and 902 traverse the rolling hills of the Cross Timbers, a wooded region slicing across the prairie, offering many scenic hilltop views.





At Gainesville, intersect US 77/I-35/Tour 15.


Lake Kiowa (southeast on FM 902) and Moss Lake (northwest on FM 1201) offer water sports.


Muenster, 203 m. (alt. 970; pop. 1,534), a pin-neat German Catholic community established in 1889, is dominated by lofty-steepled, beautiful Sacred Heart Church, whose carillon bells may be heard for miles. The church is called one of the purest examples of Gothic architecture in Texas. Muenster’s Germanfest, each April, is pure fun and good food. Muenster Museum, in a private home at 203 E. 3rd, has area memorabilia.


St. Jo, 212 m. (alt. 1,146; pop. 969), in wooded hills, is an old trail town turned farm trade center. The Stonewall Saloon Museum is an interesting stop.




Backroads Adventure


South on FM 677 2 m. is a pasture sculpture extraordinaire, a bevy of Volkswagen beetles painted to resemble ladybugs, nosing about beneath giant metal sunflowers.





Nocona, 226 m. (alt. 988; pop. 2,696), leathergoods center for the Southwest, is named for a Comanche chief, husband of Cynthia Ann Parker of tragic memory (see Groesbeck). Away from its main street, the highway, it is a pretty town with neat homes set on well cared-for lawns. It has been the legitimate home of cowboy boots since 1881, when H. J. Justin began manufacturing them here. At that time Nocona was the last settlement of consequence before the Chisholm Trail crossed into Indian Territory. Lake Nocona, north via FM 103, offers all recreational facilities.




Backroads Adventure


North on FM 103 is Spanish Fort, 17 m., a tiny village today, once the site of a large, important Taovaya Indian city that in 1759 reversed the course of Spanish colonization in Texas. A large Spanish force marched north from San Antonio to pacify this area and here encountered a walled city with some 2,000 Wichita and Comanche warriors entrenched under a French flag. The Spaniards were badly beaten, abandoning their cannon in a 400-mile flight—an event that began the downturn of mission colonization. Today the site is a farm field close by the Red River. Many artifacts from the site are displayed in Nocona.


Red River Station, 3 m. west, is the major crossing of the Chisholm Trail. From 1860–85, some 600,000 Longhorns crossed to a Kansas railhead at Abilene. The settlement and crossing waned with the opening of Dodge Trail, westward. The bank is worn where cattle herds plunged into the river.





Belcherville, 233 m., is a fading village now, but in 1900 it was a major cattle and cotton shipping point for northwest Texas and Indian Territory. The railroad that brought its promise led on to larger towns.


At Ringgold, 239 m., boxy red brick on a bare hill, intersect US 81/Tour 16 with US 287.


Henrietta, 254 m. (alt. 886; pop. 2,771). Gathered about its red brick courthouse, this resolute little town tried three times before sinking its roots. In 1857 settlers were driven out by Indians, as were Illinois families in 1865. By 1873, Col. Ranald Mackenzie’s troops had pushed the Indians onto the High Plains west, and Henrietta held on. The Immigrant Trail, a wagon route, crossed the county south of town; highway crossings are marked. In town at 214 W. Ikard St., see the 1890 Jail Museum and Heritage Center.


South via TX 148 and FM 2847 is Lake Arrowhead State Park, all facilities.


At Henrietta, merge with US 287/Tour 16.


Wichita Falls, 274 m. (alt. 946; pop. 99,236 city). The “Buckle on the Sun Belt,” as this brisk petroleum hub calls itself, began as a remote trading post, grew as a ranch town, boomed with oil, and has now settled into substantial cosmopolitanism. On the route of 1768 Spanish exploration seeking a San Antonio-Santa Fe road, the new city became Wichita County seat in 1883.


Caught up in the boomingest of oil booms (Burkburnett, north), the city drew—for its number of saloons in the 1920s—the nickname “Whiskeytaw Falls.” Now it is home of Midwestern State University, Sheppard Air Force Base, the Wichita Falls Museum and Art Center, a railroad museum, a fire and police museum, theater and opry house, and recreation of the falls that gave the city its name, the original having washed away in an 1886 flood. Lake Arrowhead State Park, just south, has camping and all facilities. Other recreational lakes nearby include Diversion, Kemp, Kickapoo, and Wichita.


A friendly, handsome city, proud of its rough-and-ready heritage as well as its maturity, Wichita Falls offers many metropolitan and university cultural events; check with the CVB (1300 7th St.). A Texas Travel Information Center is on I-44 north.


Today a substantial industrial center, the city still wears the easy grace of Big Ranch Country, which sprawls westward from here. Close by, however, are ghosts from its oil-boom past, almost traceless today, such as Bridgetown, north, a mile-long tent town of 10,000 with a church at one end of its single street, a call house at the other. The old bridge remains near Burkburnett.


Bradley’s Corner, another boom-town ghost, called itself the wickedest town on earth. Others were Burk Station and Morgan Center.


At Wichita Falls intersect US 287/Tour 16; US 281/Tour 17. In the area, see Windthorst, Burkburnett.


Beyond Wichita Falls, enter Region IV, West Texas. US 82 continues at Tour 48.
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TOUR 2


US 67


Texarkana, Mount Pleasant, Mount Vernon


US 67/I-30


Greenville


US 380



McKinney, Denton, Jacksboro, 265 m.


From Texarkana’s deep pine woodlands, you travel southwest into the rich blackland prairies around Greenville, then due west across an area still known as the Bible Belt, a region settled under the Republic of Texas’ major land grant—the Peters Colony—its towns yet inhabited by descendants of a people deeply concerned with both religion and education. East Texas’ Deep South accents begin fading beyond Denton. As your road pushes west, the land roughens and, beyond Decatur, vegetation—long since changed from forest to cross timbers, then grassland—thins to the mesquite-studded breaks of old ranch country. At Jacksboro you leave Region I on the original line of U.S. western frontier outposts.


Texarkana, 0 m. See Tour 1.


Near Maud, 20 m. (alt. 284; pop. 1,090), an old settlement, is Lake Wright Patman and Atlanta State Recreation Area, camping and all facilities; also Union Hill, just west, site of one of Texas’ earliest schools, several old homes.




Backroads Adventure


Via US 259 north near Omaha is the White Oak Creek Wildlife Management Area; excellent birding. The headquarters is on TX 77 a mile east of US 259.





At 50 m., intersect US 259/Tour 10.


Mount Pleasant, 65 m. (alt. 416; pop. 13,037), took its name properly from these beautifully wooded hills: its location is best viewed from a southern approach. Before 1846 settlement, it was a Caddo Indian health resort and council ground, its red mineral springs believed of medicinal value, and the entire area marked by numerous Indian mounds. In the horse and buggy era, Dellwood Park on the south side of town was a major spa, complete with hotel, bath houses and muledrawn streetcar transportation. The city boasts a number of handsome old homes, one of which, the Florey-Meriwether Home at 702 S. Lide St., is open with advance notice (903/572-8567). Museums showcase antique cars, the wild West, and area history. The C of C has details at 1604 N. Jefferson.
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Crapemyrtles grace the roadside on US 67 near Mount pleasant.


The downtown area still reflects something of that earlier age in its time-mellowed buildings; however, on the square, a handsome shopping mall has gone up. Just south of the interstate is a big new civic center; the city is fast becoming a trade and manufacturing hub for its area.


Close by, Lakes Welsh, Cypress Springs, and Monticello provide camping facilities and excellent bass fishing. Highly developed Lake Bob Sandlin offers all fishing facilities plus a state park.


In the area, also see Daingerfield, Pittsburg.


At Mount Pleasant intersect US 271/Tour 11.


Mount Vernon, 80 m. (alt. 476; pop. 2,800). On the eastern edge of piney woods, this pretty little town clusters serenely about a classically simple courthouse, its colonial style in keeping with the town’s name, which honors George Washington’s home.


The town marks biking, hiking, and equestrian trails, a Bluebird Trail, and an Indian Heritage Trail; maps at the C of C, 109 S. Kaufman.


A county museum is at 111 S. Kaufman, and a genealogical research center is in the old Franklin County School at 704 S. Holbrook.




Backroads Adventure


Via TX 37 south 5 m. is Lake Cypress Springs, all facilities, centering an area beautiful for fall woodland drives. Beyond, 13 m., is Winnsboro (alt. 533; pop. 3,350), gateway to a region beautiful with Autumn Trails each October. Nearby are Lakes Winnsboro, Quitman, and Fork, the latter the hottest bass-fishing lake in Texas, yielding 17-pounders.


At Weaver, 100 m., merge west with I-30.





Sulphur Springs, 101 m. (alt. 530; pop. 14,616). On rolling blackland prairie, around its handsome old brownstone courthouse, this town is a mixture of old and new—sedate, shaded homes and brisk new enterprise for this leading dairy county. Its nearly 500 dairies once led the state and nation. Southwest Dairy Center (1210 Houston St.) has a dairy barn, silo, soda shop, and mobile dairy classroom complete with cow and calf. Heritage Park houses the Hopkins County Museum and a number of historic houses, shops, and mills. In the city library at 201 N. Davis St. is the Music Box Gallery, a collection of over 150 music boxes started by a gift from the Belgian royal family to Leo St. Clair.
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Backroads Adventure



North 5 m. via TX 19 is the rowdy ghost of Tarrant. First Hopkins County seat (1842–71), the town led a boisterous life. Its 1862 jail was built from funds raised by sale of cattle brought in the county illegally. During the Civil War, Tarrant saw its share of hangings, many of the outlaws flushed from hideouts in dense Jernigan Thicket, northwest near Cooper. A church and cemetery remain.


On Cooper’s square, notable for the fact its courthouse sits a block north, is Miller’s Pharmacy, which not only has an old-time soda fountain but also makes its own ice cream. Cooper Lake State Park is just south, and next to it, Cooper Wildlife Management Area, offers good birding.





Cumby, 118 m., is the site of an old Republic of Texas ranger camp, later a principal stop for teamsters on the eastbound road for the riverport of Jefferson.


Campbell, 125 m., pop. 742, in 1904 envisioned a great educational future, enlarging an older school to become Henry College, with an enrollment equal to the village’s population today. Two years of drought and no endowment closed the ambitious project in 1906.


Greenville, 133 m. (alt. 554; pop. 25,051), exhibits an air of ease in its handsome, shaded residential areas, of clamor in its big railroad yards, and of bustle in its downtown streets. Recently several manufacturing plants—from electronic parts to drill bits and aircraft modification—have changed the region’s economy from its early blackland cotton farming to one of business and industry. Audie Murphy, America’s most-decorated soldier of World War II, is honored with a room at the Harrison Public Library, #1 Lou Finney Ln. The American Cotton Museum, 600 I-30 east, includes exhibits on cotton industry as well as Jeana Yeager, copilot of first plane to circle the globe without refueling. Lake Tawakoni, south of town, offers all facilities at a new state park.




Backroads Adventure


Northeast 14 m. via TX 24 is Commerce (alt. 548; pop. 7,205). In 1853, as its name declares, this was projected as a major business center. Today, however, its dominant feature is Texas A&M University—Commerce, overlooking the little city from a commanding hill. The school, with all activities, was founded privately in 1888 and taken over by the state in 1917. A downtown marker honors native son, Gen. Claire Chennault, leader of WW II’s famed Flying Tigers.





At Greenville, intersect US 69/Tour 12. I-30/US 67 continues southwest as Tour 2A. Follow US 380 west.


McKinney, 168 m. (alt. 612; pop. 40,404), reflects a warm, lived-in look, church spires rising above the treetops of quiet streets. Here you have reached early Republic of Texas frontier, the town having been settled in the mid 1840s by Collin McKinney, a signer of the Texas Declaration of Independence. Before his death at 95, this redoubtable patriot liked to boast that he had lived under eight flags—British, Colonial, Spanish, Mexican, Texas Provisional, Texas Republic, United States, and Confederate. He died Confederate in 1861. Several historic buildings—from Victorian homes to the Old Post Office Museum—admit visitors. Downtown merchants don zany costumes on weekends and celebrate “holidays” made up for the occasion.


Nearby, the handsome Heard Natural Science Museum and 275-acre Wildlife Sanctuary—privately endowed—provide many exhibits and an interesting nature trail.


On the square is a statue of James W. Throckmorton, eleventh Texas governor and native son.


Lavon Lake, near Wylie southeast, offers camping and all facilities, good fishing.


At McKinney, intersect US 75/Tour 13. In the area also see Sherman, Dallas.


Denton, 200 m. (alt. 620; pop. 76,933). The towering buildings of the University of North Texas guide you into this fast-growing city of gracious homes with green lawns and bedded roses. From its 1857 beginnings, Denton has centered an area whose people have remained concerned with religion and education. In 1890, Texas Normal College—now the University of North Texas—was founded. In 1903, Texas College of Industrial Arts was established, later to become Texas State College for Women, and now Texas Woman’s University, the largest women’s college in America—although men are now admitted as well.


On its campus is the beautiful Little Chapel in the Woods, built and financed through students and ex-students in 1939. From the stained glass windows to the pews, much of the work was done by students. The chapel is open to all for individual meditation or group worship. Also on this campus is the glistening white statue of a pioneer woman; from her heavy shoes to the lines of resolve in her face, this is a moving, realistic tribute to the first ladies of Texas.


The Denton County Historical Museum (in the courthouse) depicts area history with displays of a kitchen, parlor, music room, farm tools, and folk art. The courthouse itself, an 1895 structure restored in 1987, has been called “the most picturesque pile of rocks in North Texas.” Evers Hardware, 109 W. Hickory, is an old-time hardware store with goods and displays dating back 100 years. On the TWU campus at 117 Bell Ave. is a display of Gowns of the First Ladies of Texas, with inaugural gowns of wives of presidents of the Republic of Texas and state governors. The Hangar 10 Antique Airplane Museum and the Texas Motor Speedway, second largest sports facility in the country, cater to those with veins flowing high-test gasoline.


Four miles south on US 377 is Pilot Knob, once shelter to outlaw Sam Bass.


Denton’s early homes are interestingly grouped along W. Oak St.


As might be expected, the city enjoys a wide range of activities from its two universities. Visitors also enjoy shopping at the Exposition Mills Factory Stores on I-35 north; a C of C visitor center is there as well as at 414 Parkway.


Lake Lewisville and its state park as well as Grapevine Reservoir, just south, offer camping and all facilities for water sports.


At Denton, intersect I-35/Tour 15.




Backroads Adventure


Follow I-35 north to Sanger, and from there follow FM 455 east, US 377 north, and FM 922 west in a loop around giant Lake Ray Roberts. Where highways cross the lake are excellent vantage points for viewing the thousands of ducks and smattering of bald eagles that winter here.





Beyond Denton, you cross an invisible boundary where the land grows rougher, the trees thinner, the cowboys’ drawl more pronounced: you are beyond the line where the west begins—a real treaty line drawn just south at Arlington, between Sam Houston and the retreating Indians.


Decatur, 227 m. (alt. 1,097; pop. 5,284), spreads age-mellowed over its rolling hills. The town grew up with the Chisholm Trail drives, and some of its old rock homes show that age. The pink Texas granite Wise County Courthouse is an 1895 showpiece. East of the business district is the Waggoner Mansion, a great stone home resembling a castle. Built in the 1870s by Dan Waggoner, pioneer rancher, it is one of the state’s most interesting Victorian structures. Decatur Baptist College, established in 1892, one of the world’s first junior colleges, now houses the Wise County Heritage Museum, which recalls trail drive days.


Each June, Decatur goes western, celebrating Chisholm Trail Days.


At Decatur intersect US 287/Tour 16.


Bridgeport, 238 m. (alt. 754; pop. 4,362), is an old town with a new face—a coal miner turned tourist center. In 1860 W. H. Hunt built a bridge over the Trinity River’s West Fork for Butterfield’s Overland stages. However, Bridgeport had achieved but one Store and a saloon, the Buckhorn, when the Civil War intervened, and shortly thereafter the bridge collapsed.


A new bridge was built and, with arrival of the railroad, coal mining began. Now the town is gateway to Lake Bridgeport, a recreation center with a handsome resort at Runaway Bay.




Backroads Adventure


At little Vineyard, 253 m., FM 1156 bends north to Wizard Wells, a rustic village, an ancient and picturesque health spa built around several mineral wells frequented by the Kiowa Indians.





Jacksboro, 265 m. (alt. 1,074; pop. 3,527). Lacy mesquite shades Jacksboro’s many age-yellowed buildings, some dating back to the 1867 establishment of big Fort Richardson (see Fort Richardson State Park, camping, excellent facilities). The fine old Opera House, entertainment center for Fort Richardson’s officers on Saturdays, still graces Jacksboro’s square.


The courthouse and square wear a frontier look, and rightly so: for a bloody time this was the western front. Indian atrocities nearly depopulated this area during the Civil War—its men gone. The fort, a major anchor on the postwar line, experienced a grim and dramatic moment with the Salt Creek Massacre, west toward Fort Belknap (Region IV, Tour 49).
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Indian face carved in an oak tree at Fort Richardson, Jacksboro.


Jacksboro then witnessed the trial of two Kiowa chieftains, Satanta and Big Tree. A third, Satank, had been killed attempting escape. The Kiowa had ambushed and mutilated 8 army teamsters and were convicted of murder—the first time that America brought Indians to trial. Sentenced to hang, they were paroled instead, and Satanta, sent to Huntsville for breaking parole, committed suicide. Big Tree lived out his latter years seeking Christianity for his people.


The trial was held in Jacksboro’s old courthouse. Of the posts’ 40 original buildings, seven remain in restored condition, with a good museum reflecting those Indian frontier days.


At Jacksboro, intersect US 281/Tour 17. Beyond, enter Region IV, West Texas, where this route becomes Tour 49.
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TOUR 2A


I-30/US 67


Greenville, Dallas


US 67



Cleburne, Glen Rose, Stephenville, 157 m.


Sloping southwestward, your highway traverses rolling, rich blackland prairies, once almost entirely devoted to cotton. Shortly beyond Greenville you sense the urban outreach of the vast Dallas-Fort Worth metroplex; you dip southwest of it en route to Cleburne, the road at this point traveling a land where family farms reappear. Beyond Cleburne, the terrain billows up to a sudden line of hills that cup little Glen Rose in its Brazos valley. Shortly before reaching Stephenville, you will have left the blacklands behind, entering rougher, cross-timbered country—the beginning of ranchland which extends beyond into Region IV, West Texas.
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Greenville, 0 m. See Tour 2.


Near tiny Fate, 21 m., pop. 398, is the site of famed Hobo Ranch, once 1,600 acres of rich farmland which until recently was dedicated for almost a century to the conviction that man is indeed his brother’s keeper. The Henry Zollner family made a home for any man willing to work, within his ability, for board and keep.


The buildings—chapel, bunkhouse, dining room—were kept spotless, the food was always excellent; the men were part of the Zollner “family.” Though many lived here for 50 years, some remained only long enough to regain the confidence to rejoin society. The “family” ranged from former executives who experienced failure to men just down on their luck. Without subsidy of any kind, the ranch paid its own way and counted as many as 200 residents at a time.


Zollner’s death forced abandonment of the remarkable project, but the old buildings remain as a memorial to Hobo Ranch’s brotherhood of man.


Rockwall, 27 m. (alt. 596; pop. 15,668). This seat of Texas’ smallest county (147 square miles) rambles across a low, hackberry-covered hill, only the breadth of Lake Ray Hubbard (water sports), just west, separating it from the outmarching suburbs of Dallas. The town derived its name from the 1852 discovery of an extraordinary subterranean rock wall, vertical in position and varying from an inch to 18 inches in thickness. Extending over 4 miles, apparently fitted with beveled stones of regular size, it is seen by one school of thought as the work of a prehistoric race of men. Against the sides of the wall have been found numerous fossilized remains, apparently the neck and spinal bones of giant prehistoric reptiles.
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