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Chapter One

Names

The sign in front of Granite City Elementary school used to say WELCOME BACK, STUDENTS AND STAFF! But today, all it says is HAR.

From my seat in Room 2-C, I can see Mr. Farmer out there looking through a box for more letters.

Once, when I was in first grade, I asked my dad why a farmer worked at my school. He told me that Mr. Farmer isn’t a farmer. He’s a custodian. Then Dad told me that a long time ago, before people had two names, if there were two people named John, they’d call one John the Baker and the other John the Farmer. So lots of people have last names that are jobs.

In my second grade class, there’s Collin Cook. I bet his great-great-great-great grandfather was a cook. Maybe even for someone famous. And there’s Natalie Shoemaker. Once, I read a story about a man who made shoes and had elves who helped him in the night while he slept.

Mr. Farmer has added a V to the sign, so now it says HARV. I’m guessing he’s putting the name Harvey up there, but I have no idea why. I don’t know anyone named Harvey.

Some of us in Room 2-C don’t have jobs for last names. Like me. I’m Lucinda Marie Watkins. Everyone calls me Lucy, and I have never even asked what a Watkins is.

And, there’s Miss Flippo. I have no clue what a Flippo is, but it sounds kind of like a clown. I would never, ever, ever tell Miss Flippo that, though. She’s the best and smartest teacher I’ve ever had.

Right now, Miss Flippo is writing this week’s spelling words on the whiteboard, and we’re supposed to copy them down in our spelling journals. You might be worried that I’m not paying attention, but it’s okay. I can listen and think at the same time.

Mom calls me a good multitasker. It’s a good thing I’m a good multitasker, because Mr. Farmer has added an E to the sign, and I’m not going to stop looking out that window until I know who this Harvey person is and why he’s important enough to get his name on the school sign.

“Three minutes until recess, class,” Miss Flippo announces.

I hurry to get the last six spelling words written into my journal. I never want to miss recess, especially when it’s outside. Outside is my favorite place to be. That’s because outside is where nature is. And nature is fascinating.
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The bell rings just as I get the very last word down.

Behind me, my best friend and only cousin, Cora, leaps out of her seat. Her pink tutu skirt flits and flounces as we speed-walk to recess. We always follow the “No Running” rule.

“I can’t wait!” she says. “What are you going to be?”

“Be?” I ask. “Cora, what are you talking about?”

Cora sighs. “Lucy, I’m talking about the best day ever!”

She points across the playground to the front of the school. Mr. Farmer steps back from the sign, picks up his box of letters, and heads toward the office.

Now the sign says: HARVEST FESTIVAL, OCTOBER 15TH.

That’s much better than a visit from some guy named Harvey!
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