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FOREWORD

God must have loved lists, he made so many of them. From the Ten Commandments Moses carried down the mount to today’s lists full of lists, including your grandmother’s grocery list, lists have become one of our most important products.



 All it takes to make a list is to think of the work you’re presently engaged in. I have often thought of the best cartoonists I have had the pleasure of knowing during my lifetime of drawing pictures for newspapers and magazines, including the creators of such comic strips as Beatle Bailey, Hagar the Horrible, Blondie, Gasoline Alley, Annie, Cathy, Momma, Mutt & Jeff, Peanuts, Mother Goose and Grimm, The Lockhorns, and Curtis. That’s a list.

Then there’s the list of my favorite characters, those little figures who have regularly inhabited my cartoons throughout the years, such as Basement Bertha, Yuchie, Bernie the Bulgarian, Sunshine Sam, Gloomy Gus, The Brain, Johnny Linda, Prof. Bigschmartz, and, of course, General von Steingrabber, a.k.a. George Steinbrenner.

Speaking of characters, another I’ve used in a couple of my cartoons is “The Hat,” better known as Bert Randolph Sugar, an old friend. Over the years, Bert has come out with several books, some of which are books of lists, such as The 100 Greatest Athletes of All Time, Boxing’s Greatest Fighters, Baseball’s 50 Greatest Games, et cetera, et cetera, et cetera. In fact, he has published so many books of lists that Ken Picking of USA Today once wrote, “The Sugarman, who has probably thought about numbering the greatest pastrami sandwich he has ever eaten, number one through 50 . . . ”

There are as many kinds of lists as Baskin-Robbins has flavors of ice cream, from sports lists to, yes, lists of pastrami sandwiches. And unlike records in sports or preferences, lists are not made to be broken. Once a list is constructed, it not only sticks but also encourages the list maker to come up with yet another one . . . and another one . . . and another one.

Such is the fun of this book by Bert Sugar, who has made lists not only a hobby but a sensible pastime. And he has pulled them all together in The Ultimate Book of New York Lists for your entertainment and argumentation.

So read on . . . and use this book to learn, enjoy, and be entertained. And when you’re finished, make yourself a list, from one to ten, of which lists you like most in this fun book.

— Bill Gallo 
June 2009





INTRODUCTION

Lists. Seems they have always been with us. Charles Dickens had one, a list that was “done” after he had counted out all those things that mattered. Gilbert and Sullivan’s Lord High Executioner had “a little list” of those who would “never be missed.” F. Scott Fitzgerald had “a thinning list of single men.” And Santa Claus has a list he is always “checking twice.”



 So, how did all those lists—the to-do lists, laundry lists, New Year’s resolutions lists, et cetera, et cetera, et cetera (the et ceteras going on for about four pages or more)—start? Bill Gallo in his foreword suggests they may have started with Moses handing down the Ten Commandments from the mount. Others believe lists started with the numbering of monarchs—but what to make of the first King Charles of Sweden, who, for reasons known only to him, took the number VII to begin the list of Swedish Charleses? Others point to stock-market performance charts dating back to 1802. And still others cite the U.S. Census Bureau’s ranking of cities, going back to the turn of the past century. Or consider even the FBI issuing its first top ten “Most Wanted” list in the 1930s.

But however they started, lists have become commonplace, with everyone, so it seems, coming up with lists of their own. And as the making of lists grew from a private undertaking to a more public one, magazines and newspapers got into the act, publishing their own and others’. Not just as information but as circulation builders. And none have done it better than New York magazine, which has fed its readers a steady diet of “Bests,” as in “Best Restaurants,” “Best Doctors,” and “Best Whatevers.” And each list published creates a by-product: controversy. For nothing creates controversy as much as listing something near and dear to someone who has a different take on the list itself and the order of that list. Take the College Football Poll, for instance (and here, read “list” instead of “poll”). What subject has generated more controversy than the rating of top college football teams? Indeed, the Associated Press sports editor who came up with the idea back in 1936 thusly explained his reasoning for coming up with the AP poll: “It was a case of thinking up ideas to develop interest and controversy between football Saturdays . . . something to keep the pot boiling.” And for lo those 70-plus years since, the pot has continued to boil as fans have argued the merits of the teams involved and the poll itself.

And so it was that when Mark Weinstein of Skyhorse Publishing first asked me to consider compiling a book of New York sports lists, I never one to duck controversy and a good challenge inspiriting me, much like Pavlov’s dogs, to salivate, jumped at the chance asfastasyoucanreadthis. However, my acceptance came with one more-than-minor variation on the theme: I wanted to compile a book of lists about the city of New York, not just about sports. Hell, I had done that, many times over in previous works. And I was growing a bit tired of the exercise.

Here I must confess that I am a New Yorker who, like so many of the city’s products, opened out of town, born as I was in Washington, D.C. But I fell in love with New York the first time I visited it and have remained here for almost half a century. So, now with New York part of my DNA, I felt qualified, at least in my own mind, to understand such an effort, knowing New York’s smorgasbord of attractions, its people, its curious ways and manners, and its enduring resonance.

But a book of lists about New York City was meant to be exactly that: a book about New York City, not its surrounding suburbs and exurbs, such as Long Island, New Jersey, and Connecticut, those areas being to New York City what raisins are to grapes, technically and only in a manner of speaking New York. As I envisioned it, the book would be a listing of New York City’s various landscapes and escapes, its big top and sideshows—a book paying full faith and credit to its charms and attractions.

I know that those visiting New York don’t quite get it, coming as they do from Main Street, America, and deriving their impressions of New York from movies, television, and misconceptions formed by rumor and hearsay. To them, New York is a city of rising building blocks, constant noise at all hours of the day and night, traffic lights that are merely rough guidelines, people from all walks of life who run, and where friendliness is considered a felony. But never has apprehension had less basis, that perception of New York as true as calling a myth a female moth.

Trying to explain New York expansively is not plausible, because nothing about it is plausible. New York is a city so alive it vibrates even when it sleeps, which is rarely, if ever. It is a great concentration of humanity crowded into livable density always in a rush, a city of motion exuding excitement. To outsiders, it may seem that that fusion of souls called New Yorkers has arthritis in its middle finger from overuse. But it is merely people’s way of greeting each other as they run around like ferrets on double espressos with little or no time to make illiterate requests upon the art of conversation—except for the time they take for “schmoozing.” However, it is that rush and the excitement of their hurly-hurly to-ing and fro-ing that has served as a magnetic field for so many, drawing them to the Big Apple, and that has made it a city of big dreams with more aspirations, past, present, and future, than any city in the world.

Stripped of its fig leaf, New York is a triumphal procession of more sights, sounds, and scenes than any Roman emperor ever dreamed of. And with so many things to see and places to go, their availability at a discount, it is our hope that those reading this listing of lists will be able to pick up a few points of specialized intelligence that will enable them to enjoy more thoroughly what one songsmith called “a wondrous toy”: New York City.



 —Bert Randolph Sugar 
August 7, 2009
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CHAPTER ONE

NEW YORK, NEW YORK: So Good You Have to Say It Twice

“New York will be a great place . . . if they ever finish it. ”

—O. HENRY


HISTORY

New York City is composed of five boroughs. Politically, it is often referred to as the “Greater Metropolitan Area.” Many, however, when not speaking of Manhattan, refer to the other four boroughs as the “Outer Boroughs,” referring to Brooklyn, the Bronx, Queens, and Staten Island.

Unlike most American cities that lie within a single county or extend partially into another county (or that constitute a county in themselves), each of New York City’s five boroughs is coextensive with a county of New York State:



	The borough of the Bronx is Bronx County.

	The borough of Brooklyn is Kings County.

	The boroug of Manhattan is New York County.

	The borough of Queens is Queens County.

	The borough of Staten Island is Richmond County.



The current boundaries of the boroughs were established in 1914. The borough of the Bronx is composed of parts of New York County that had been ceded by Westchester County until Bronx County was established in 1914. The borough of Queens originally consisted of the western part of Queens County until Long Island’s Nassau County was created out of the three eastern towns in 1899. The borough of Staten Island was officially the borough of Richmond until the name was changed in 1975 to reflect its common appellation.




MEGALOPOLIS

From its inception, New York has been a city filled with wonderment. It is a city that expects the best, will never settle for less, and has been called “the city that never sleeps.” People come from all around the world to try to capture both its essence and its rugged determination. It’s a determination based on a belief that, as the song goes, “if you can make it here, you can make it anywhere.”


	With a 2008 estimated population of 8,363,710, New York is the most populous city in the United States, more than twice the size of the second-largest city, Los Angeles.

	About 1 in every 36 people living in the United States resides in New York City.

	New York has the highest population density of any major city in the United States, with over 27,000 people per square mile.

	Over 3 million of New York City’s residents are foreign born; nearly one-quarter arrived in 2000 or later.

	Nearly 2 million New Yorkers are under the age of 18.

	New York City has more people than 39 of the 50 U.S. states.

	New York City comprises over two-fifths of New York State’s entire population.

	New York City has grown by nearly 1 million people since 1990.

	The 2000 median age in New York City was 34.2 years, about a year lower than the national average.

	Nearly one-third of the population age 25 and over in New York City has a bachelor’s degree or higher, compared to 28% nationally.

	There are approximately 375,000 more women than men in New York.

	There is a birth in New York City every 4.4 minutes.

	There is a death in New York City every 8.7 minutes.

	Although New York City still receives a substantial number of immigrants, there is a net loss of one migrant every 26.5 minutes.

	The borough of Brooklyn on its own would be the fourth-largest city in the United States. Queens would also rank fourth nationally.

	Approximately two-thirds of dwellings in New York are renter occupied, over twice the national average.

	The average commute for New Yorkers is just under 40 minutes, about 15 minutes longer than the national average.

	New York City has the largest Chinese population of any city outside of Asia.

	More persons of West Indian ancestry live in New York City than in any city outside of the West Indies.

	New York has the largest Puerto Rican population of any city in the world.

	More Dominicans live in New York than in any other city in the world, except for Santo Domingo.

	Over 2.27 million Hispanics reside in New York City, more than any other city in the United States. Were New York Hispanics a city unto themselves, they would rank fourth nationwide.

	The black non-Hispanic population of New York City numbered 1.95 million in 2006, more than double the count in any other U.S. city. Were this group a city in its own right, it would rank fifth nationally.

	Almost half of all New Yorkers speak a language other than English at home.

	An estimated 200 languages are spoken in New York City.






POPULATION

New York City: 8,214,426 
Manhattan: 1,611,581 
The Bronx: 1,361,473 
Brooklyn: 2,508,820 
Queens: 2,255,175 
Staten Island: 477,377


RACIAL BREAKDOWN


	45.3% white (35.1% non-Hispanic white alone)

	27.4% Hispanic or Latino of any race

	26.2% black or African American (23.7% non-Hispanic black or African American alone)

	0.7% American Indian and Alaska Native

	12.1% Asian

	0.1% Native Hawaiian and other Pacific Islander

	17.7% some other race

	1.9% two or more races
*Source: 2007 U.S. Census.








PERCENTAGE OF FOREIGN-BORN RESIDENTS BY BOROUGH, 2000-2006






	Borough
	2000
	2006



	Brooklyn
	37.8
	37.8



	Queens
	46.1
	48.5



	Manhattan
	29.4
	28.7



	The Bronx
	29.0
	31.8



	Staten Island
	16.4
	20.9



	Total
	35.9
	37.0








ETHNIC BREAKDOWN OF POPULATION BY BOROUGH

Manhattan: 1,611,581

White: 873,360

Hispanic or Latino (of any race): 408,712*

Black or African American: 250,441

American Indian or Alaska Native: 5,031

Asian: 177,704

Native Hawaiian and other Pacific Islander: 723

Some other race: 267,140

Two or more races: 37,182



 The Bronx: 1,361,473

White: 274,210

Hispanic or Latino (of any race): 693, 884*

Black or African American: 451,105

American Indian or Alaska Native: 2,045

Asian: 46,523

Native Hawaiian and other Pacific Islander: 399

Some other race: 554,859

Two or more races: 32,332



 Brooklyn: 2,508,820

White: 1,081,260

Hispanic or Latino (of any race): 496,304*

Black or African American: 879,944

American Indian or Alaska Native: 6,045

Asian: 226,373

Native Hawaiian and other Pacific Islander: 674

Some other race: 274,946

Two or more races: 39,578



 Queens: 2,255,175

White: 1,019,102

Hispanic or Latino (of any race): 597,773*

Black or African American: 432,815

American Indian or Alaska Native: 9,243

Asian: 477,390

Native Hawaiian and other Pacific Islander: 332

Some other race: 272,957

Two or more races: 43,336



 Staten Island: 477,377

White: 356,857

Hispanic or Latino (of any race): 71,154*

Black or African American: 47,790

American Indian or Alaska Native: 832

Asian: 35,305

Native Hawaiian and other Pacific Islander: 142

Some other race: 27,800

Two or more races: 8,651



 *Totals include those who were double counted as belonging in more than one category.






LANGUAGES

Languages Spoken in New York City






	Languages Spoken at Home
	
Population (5 Years and Over)




	Speaks only English
	3,920,751



	Spanish or Spanish Creole
	1,832,448



	Indo-European Languages



	French (incl. Patois, Cajun)
	105,821



	French Creole
	89,039



	Italian
	139,536



	Portuguese or Portuguese Creole
	18,369



	German
	33,066



	Yiddish
	82,732



	Other West Germanic languages
	4,825



	Scandinavian languages
	5,708



	Greek
	58,343



	Russian
	194,602



	Polish
	60,604



	Serbo-Croatian
	19,895



	Other Slavic languages
	16,631



	Armenian
	4,922



	Persian
	12,397



	Gujarathi
	9,377



	Hindi
	25,015



	Urdu
	38,489



	Other Indic languages
	79,154



	Other Indo-European languages
	45,257



	Asian and Pacific Island Languages



	Chinese
	323,529



	Japanese
	20,502



	Korean
	77,120



	Mon-Khmer, Cambodian
	1,976



	Miao, Hmong
	4



	Thai
	4,250



	Laotian
	157



	Vietnamese
	10,085



	Other Asian languages
	26,912



	Tagalog
	45,767



	Other Pacific Island languages
	4,445



	Other Languages



	Navajo
	18



	Other Native North American
	



	languages
	1,081



	Hungarian
	11,308



	Arabic
	48,981



	Hebrew .
	50,263



	African languages
	44,915



	Other and unspecified languages
	4,465



	
Total Population 5 Years and Over: 7,475,566



	
Total Number of Languages Spoken in New York City: 40




*Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 Census Special Tabulation.







SIZE

New York City, total area in square miles: 301

Manhattan, total area in square miles: 23.7 
Manhattan, length: 13.4 miles (21.5 km) 
Manhattan, widest point: 2.3 miles (3.7 km)

Manhattan, narrowest point: 0.8 miles (1.3 km) at narrowest point

Central Park, total acres: 843 
The Bronx, total area in square miles: 44 
Brooklyn, total area in square miles: 81.8 
Queens, total area in square miles: 112.2

Staten Island, total area in square miles: 60.2




THE BOROUGHS

A borough is a division of New York City only and not of New York State or of any other city in the state. A borough reflects the unique way in which New York City has grown—by absorbing adjacent counties. Each of the five boroughs of New York City is coextensive with one of its five counties. Under the General Municipal Law of the State of New York, a borough results when the towns, villages, and cities in a county merge with the county itself.


	
The Bronx (Bronx County)

	
Brooklyn (Kings County)

	
Manhattan (New York County)

	
Queens (Queens County)

	
Staten Island (Richmond County)



The boroughs were originally intended to retain some local governance in the consolidated city that was formed in 1898. Each borough individually elects a borough president. The borough presidents once wielded considerable power as members of the New York City Board of Estimate, but the position is now largely ceremonial and advisory. Likewise, the boroughs and their residents have little distinct power within the city. According to the State of New York Local Government Handbook, “The five boroughs of the City of New York function as counties for certain purposes, although they are not organized as such nor do they operate as county governments.”

The most distinctive feature of a typical county retained by New York City boroughs is the popular election of a separate district attorney for each borough. Each of the five New York City district attorneys prosecutes crimes in the name of the county rather than the name of the borough (for example, the district attorney for the borough of Brooklyn is called the Kings County district attorney).


STREET NAMES—NAMESAKES

Manhattan

Ann Street - Ann White, wife of developer and merchant Capt. Thomas White

Astor Place and Astor Row - John Jacob Astor and other members of the Astor family, landowners

Barrow Street - Thomas Barrow, artist of a popular engraving of Trinity Church

Beach Street - Paul Bache, the son-in-law of Anthony Lispenard, who owned Lispenard Meadows, just south of what is now Canal St.

Beak Street - uncertain, but probably for the Beak family
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Empire State Building




Bethune Street - Johanna Bethune, cofounder of the New York Orphan Asylum

Bleecker Street - Anthony Bleecker (1770 -1827), a lawyer, poet, and friend of Washington Irving and William Cullen Bryant, because the street ran through Bleecker’s farm

Bogardus Place - the Bogardus family, including Everardus Bogardus and James Bogardus

Broome Street - John Broome, lieutenant governor of New York

Cabrini Boulevard - Mother Cabrini

Charles Street - Charles Christopher Amos, landowner

Charlton Street - John Charlton, president of the New York Medical Society

Christopher Street - Charles Christopher Amos, landowner; prior to 1799 known as Skinner Rd. after Col. William Skinner, son-in-law of landowner Adm. Peter Warren

Columbus Circle - for the quadcentennial of the first voyage of Christopher Columbus

Cortlandt Street - the Cortlandt family, landowners

Delancey Street - James De Lancey, who owned a farm located in what is now the Lower East Side

Forsyth Street - Lt. Col. Benjamin Forsyth

Fulton Street - Robert Fulton

Gay Street - possibly “R. Gay,” apocryphally to Sidney Howard Gay

Great Jones Street - Samuel Jones, “The Father of the New York Bar”

Greene Street - Nathanael Greene, American Revolutionary War hero

Hester Street - Hester Bayard

Horatio Street - Horatio Gates, American Revolutionary War hero of the Battle of Saratoga

Houston Street - William Houston, founding father

Jane Street - A Mr. Jaynes, who resided at #81, where Alexander Hamilton is said to have died

Peter Jennings Way - Peter Jennings, ABC News anchor

Juan Pablo Duarte Boulevard - Juan Pablo Duarte, a founding father of the Dominican Republic

LaGuardia Place - Fiorello H. LaGuardia, mayor of New York City

Lenox Avenue - James Lenox, philanthropist

Leroy Street - Jacob LeRoy & Son, a shipping company and War of 1812 blockade-runner

Ludlow Street - Augustus Ludlow, War of 1812 naval hero

MacDougal Street - Alexander McDougall, Revolutionary War hero

Madison Avenue - James Madison, fourth president of the United States

Mercer Street - Hugh Mercer, American Revolutionary War figure

Malcolm X Boulevard - Malcolm X

Morton Street - Jacob Morton, early 19th-century militia commander
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Nassau Street - William of Nassau

Perry Street - Oliver Hazard Perry, naval hero of the War of 1812

Rivington Street - James Rivington, Revolutionary War-era publisher

Saint Nicholas Avenue - Saint Nicholas

Stuyvesant Street - Peter Stuyvesant, last governor of New Netherland, who owned the land

Sullivan Street - John Sullivan, American Revolutionary War general

Thompson Street - William Thompson, Revolutionary War general

Vanderbilt Avenue - Vanderbilt family, who owned Grand Central Terminal, the construction of which foresaw construction of the road

Varick Street - Richard Varick, American Revolutionary War figure and mayor of New York City

Vesey Street - Rev. William Vesey

Washington Street - George Washington, first president of the United States

William Street - William of Nassau

Wooster Street - David Wooster, American Revolutionary War hero




SQUARES

Manhattan

Chatham Square - William Pitt the Elder, the First Earl of Chatham, and prime minister of Great Britain

Duffy Square - Chaplain Francis P. Duffy of New York’s 69th Infantry Regiment

Hanover Square - the Prussian House of Hanover

Lincoln Square - a local landowner

Madison Square - James Madison, fourth president of the United States

Tompkins Square Park - Daniel D. Tompkins (1774-1825), vice president of the United States

Washington Square Park - George Washington

Worth Square - William Jenkins Worth



 The Bronx

Bruckner Expressway - Henry Bruckner, politician and longtime borough president



 Brooklyn

Fulton Street - Robert Fulton, American inventor, engineer, and painter

Herzl Street - Theodor Herzl, Hungarian Jew, founder of modern Zionism

Vanderbilt Avenue - Vanderbilt family; Cornelius was an American entrepreneur who built his wealth in shipping and railroads and was the patriarch of the Vanderbilt family



 Queens

Brinckerhoff Avenue - the Brinckerhoff family

Francis Lewis Boulevard - Francis Lewis, local resident and signer of the Declaration of Independence

Roosevelt Avenue - Theodore Roosevelt



 Staten Island

Hylan Boulevard - John F. Hylan, mayor of New York City

LaGuardia Avenue - Fiorello H. LaGuardia, mayor of New York City






BOROUGH NEIGHBORHOODS

Manhattan

Battery Park City

Carnegie Hill

Chelsea

Chinatown

Civic Center (formerly Five Points)

Clinton/Hell’s Kitchen

East Village (including Alphabet City)

Financial District

Flatiron District

Fort George

Garment District

Gramercy Park

Greenwich Village

Harlem

Hell’s Kitchen

Inwood

Kips Bay

Koreatown

Little Italy

Lower East Side

Marble Hill

Midtown

Morningside Heights

Murray Hill

NoHo

NoLita

Peter Cooper Village

Roosevelt Island

SoHo

Spanish Harlem (East Harlem)

Stuyvesant Town

TriBeCa

Turtle Bay

Upper East Side

Upper West Side

Washington Heights

West Harlem

Yorkville
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The Bronx

Allerton 
Bathgate 
Baychester 
Bedford Park 
Belmont 
Bronx Park South 
Bronx River 
Bronxdale 
Bruckner 
Castle Hill 
City Island 
Claremont Village 
Clason Point 
Concourse 
Concourse Village 
Co-Op City 
Country Club 
Crotona Park 
East Tremont 
Eastchester 
Eastchester Bay 
Edenwald 
Edgewater Park 
Fieldston 
Fish Bay 
Fordham 
Harding Park 
Highbridge 
Hunt’s Point 
Jerome Park 
Kingsbridge 
Kingsbridge 
Heights 
Laconia 
Locust Point 
Longwood 
Marble Hill 
Melrose 
Morris Heights 
Morris Park 
Morrisania 
Mott Haven 
Mount Eden 
Mount Hope 
Norwood 
Olinville 
Parkchester 
Pelham Bay 
Pelham Gardens 
Pelham Parkway 
Port Morris 
Riverdale 
Schuylerville 
Silver Beach 
Soundview 
Spencer Estates 
Spuyten Duyvil 
Throgs Neck 
Unionport 
University Heights 
Van Cortlandt 
Village 
Van Nest 
Wakefield 
West Farms 
Westchester Square 
Williamsbridge 
Woodlawn 
Woodstock 
Zerega



 Brooklyn

Bath Beach 
Bay Ridge 
Bedford-Stuyvesant 
Bensonhurst 
Bergen Beach 
Boerum Hill 
Borough Park 
Brighton Beach 
Brooklyn Heights 
Brooklyn Navy Yard 
Brownsville 
Bushwick 
Canarsie 
Carroll Gardens 
City Line 
Clinton Hill 
Cobble Hill 
Coney Island 
Crown Heights 
Cypress Hills 
Ditmas Park 
Ditmas Village 
Downtown Brooklyn 
DUMBO (Down Under 
the Manhattan Bridge 
Overpass) 
Dyker Heights 
East Flatbush 
East New York 
East Williamsburg 
Farragut 
Flatbush 
Flatlands 
Fort Greene 
Fort Hamilton 
Fulton Ferry 
Fulton’s Landing 
Georgetown 
Gerritsen Beach 
Gowanus 
Gravesend 
Greenpoint 
Highland Park 
Homecrest 
Kensington 
Manhattan Beach 
Mapleton 
Marine Park 
Midwood 
Mill Basin 
Mill Island 
New Lots 
New Utrecht 
North Side 
Ocean Hill 
Ocean Parkway 
Paerdegat Basin 
Park Slope 
Plum Beach 
Prospect Heights 
Red Hook 
Remsen Village 
Ridgewood 
Rugby 
Sea Gate 
Sheepshead Bay 
South Side 
Spring Creek 
Starrett City 
Sunset Park 
Vinegar Hill 
Weeksville 
Williamsburg 
Windsor Terrace 
Wingate



 Queens

Astoria 
Auburndale 
Bay Terrace 
Bayside 
Beechhurst 
Belle Harbor 
Bellerose 
Breezy Point 
Briarwood 
Brookville 
Cambria Heights 
Corona 
Douglaston 
East Elmhurst 
East Flushing 
Elmhurst 
Far Rockaway 
Floral Park 
Flushing 
Forest Hills 
Fresh Meadows 
Glen Oaks 
Glendale 
Hollis 
Hollis Hills 
Holliswood 
Jackson Heights 
Jamaica 
Jamaica Estates 
Kew Gardens 
Laurelton 
LeFrak City 
Little Neck 
Long Island City 
Malba 
Maspeth 
Middle Village 
New Hyde Park 
Oakland Gardens 
Ozone Park 
Queens Village 
Queensbridge 
Ravenswood 
Rego Park 
Richmond Hill 
Ridgewood 
Rosedale 
Saint Albans 
Springfield Gardens 
Tudor Village 
Whitestone 
Woodhaven 
Woodside



 Staten Island

Annadale 
Arrochar 
Bay Terrance 
Castleton Corners 
Charleston 
Clifton 
Dongan Hills 
Eltingville 
Graniteville 
Grant City 
Grasmere 
Great Kills 
Huguenot 
Mariners Harbor 
Midland Beach 
New Brighton 
New Dorp 
New Springville 
Oakwood Heights 
Old Town 
Park Hill 
Pleasant Plains 
Port Richmond 
Prince’s Bay 
Richmondtown 
Rosebank 
Rossville 
Silver Lake 
South Beach 
St. George 
Stapleton 
Stapleton Heights 
Tompkinsville 
Tottenville




HISTORIC POINTS OF INTEREST

Brooklyn

Atlantic Ocean

Brooklyn Academy of Music (a.k.a. BAM)

Brooklyn Botanical Garden

Brooklyn Dodgers baseball team, former home

Brooklyn Museum of Art

Coney Island Amusement Park

Nathan’s Famous Franks

New York Aquarium

Prospect Park, Frederick Law Olmstead, and Calvert Vaux’s



 The Bronx

Bronx County Historical Society

Bronx Zoo/Wildlife Conservation Society

New York Botanical Garden

Yankee Stadium



 Queens

Alley Pond Environmental Center

Aqueduct Race Track

Astoria Park, Ditmars Boulevard

Bohemian Hall & Beer Park, Astoria

Citi Field, home of the New York Mets

Flushing Meadows Corona Park, Flushing

Kaufman Astoria Studios, Astoria

Lent-Riker-Smith Homestead, Jackson Heights

New York Hall of Science

Queens Botanical Gardens, Flushing

Queens Zoo, Flushing

Socrates Sculpture Park, Long Island City

USTA National Tennis Center, Flushing



 Staten Island

Clove Lakes Park

Conference House

Greenbelt Conservancy

Historic Richmond Town

RollerJam USA

Snug Harbor Cultural Center

St. George Theatre

Staten Island Botanical Garden

Staten Island Ferry

Staten Island Zoo

Verrazano Bridge

Wolfe’s Pond Park
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Verrazano Bridge





SQUARES, ALLEYS, PLAZAS, LANES, AND PLACES OF MANHATTAN
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FAMOUS MANHATTAN DISTRICTS

Advertising - Madison Ave. between 40th and 49th Sts.

Crystal - Madison Ave. between 58th and 63rd Sts.

Diamond - 47th St. between Madison and Sixth Ave.s

Fashion - 7th Ave. between 35th and 40th Sts.

Financial - South of City Hall to Battery Park Plaza

Flower - 6th Ave. between 24th and 29th Sts.

Fur - 25th to 30th Sts. between 6th and 8th Aves.

Garment - Broadway between 35th and 39th Sts.

Meatpacking - officially known as Gansevoort Market and also known as MePa St., from the Hudson River east to Hudson St., although it has extended to the north to West 16th St. and east beyond Hudson St.

Perfume - five-block area centered on Broadway between 28th and 31st Sts.

Restaurant Row - 46th St. between 8th and 9th Aves.

Theatre - stretches from 34th St., through the heavily commercial West 30s up to 59th

St. (beyond which is Central Park) and lies west of 6th Ave.






BUILDINGS, BRIDGES, &TUNNELS


NEW YORK’S TALLEST BUILDINGS


	
Empire State Building - (350 Fifth Ave.)—1,250 feet high, 102 stories

	
Bank of America Tower - (1 Bryant Park)—1,200 feet high, 54 stories

	
Chrysler Building - (405 Lexington Ave.)—1,046 feet high, 77 stories

	
New York Times Building - (620 Eighth Ave.)—1,046 feet high, 52 stories

	
American International Building - (70 Pine St.)—952 feet high, 67 stories

	
The Trump Building - (40 Wall St.)—27 feet high, 71 stories

	
Citigroup Center - (153 East 53rd St.)—915 feet high, 59 stories

	
Trump World Tower - (845 UN Plaza)—861 feet high, 72 stories

	
G.E. Building - (30 Rockefeller Plaza)—850 feet high, 70 stories

	
Citispire - (150 West 56th St.)—814 feet high, 75 stories

	
Chase Manhattan Plaza - (1 Chase Plaza)—813 feet high, 60 stories

	
Condé Nast Building - (4 Times Square)—809 feet high, 48 stories

	
Met Life Building - (200 Park Ave.)—808 feet high, 59 stories

	
Bloomberg Tower - (713 Lexington Ave.)—806 feet high, 55 stories

	
Woolworth Building - (233 Broadway)—792 feet high, 57 stories






SKYSCRAPERS UNDER CONSTRUCTION (IN HEIGHT ORDER)

Freedom Tower:

1,776 feet high, 110 stories

200 Greenwich St.:

1,350 feet high, 79 stories

175 Greenwich St.:

1,255 feet high, 79 stories

World Product Center:

1,011 feet high, 60 stories

150 Greenwich St.:

975 feet high, 64 stories

99 Church St.:

912 feet high, 68 stories

Beekman Place Tower:

867 feet high, 76 stories

56 Leonard St.:

796 feet high, 57 stories
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Chrysler Building




Goldman Sachs New World Headquarters (200 West St.):

740 feet high, 43 stories

50 West St.:

725 feet high, 63 stories

610 Lexington Ave.:

709 feet high, 62 stories

Silver Towers 1:

653 feet high, 60 stories

Silver Towers 2:

653 feet high, 60 stories

400 5th Ave.:

632 feet high, 57 stories

W New York Downtown:

630 feet high, 57 stories

123 Washington St.:

631 feet high, 53 stories

1095 Avenue of the Americas:

630 feet high, 41 stories

One Madison Park:

617 feet high, 60 stories

440 West 42nd St.:

617 feet high, 58 stories

605 West 42nd St.:

525 feet high, 61 stories




UGLIEST BUILDINGS


	
MetLife Building (formerly the Pan Am Building)


	
AT&T Building (now the Sony Building)


	Madison Square Garden

	Pennsylvania Station

	Trump Place

	Jacob K. Javits Convention Center

	Annenberg Building

	Mount Sinai Medical Center

	Astor Place

	2 Columbus Circle






NEW YORK BRIDGES


	
145th St. Bridge is a four-lane swing bridge that crosses the Harlem River, connecting 145th St. and Lenox Ave. in Manhattan with East 149th St. and River Ave. in the Bronx. It once carried northbound New York State Route 22 and New York State Route 100. It connects Harlem with the Bronx.

	
155th St. Bridge, Macombs Dam Bridge, is a swing bridge that spans the Harlem River in New York City, connecting the boroughs of Manhattan and the Bronx near Yankee Stadium. It is the third-oldest bridge in New York City and was designated an official landmark in January 1992.

	
Alexander Hamilton Bridge carries eight lanes of traffic over the Harlem River in New York City between the boroughs of Manhattan and the Bronx, connecting the Trans-Manhattan Expressway in the Washington Heights section of Manhattan and the Cross-Bronx Expressway, as part of Interstate 95.

	
Arthur Kill Vertical Lift Railroad Bridge was built by the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad in 1959 to replace an older swing span. The single-track bridge connects Elizabeth, New Jersey, and Staten Island and has the distinction of being the largest vertical lift bridge in the world, with two towers of 215 feet each and a truss span of 135 feet in height and 558 feet in length.

	
Bayonne Bridge is the fourth-longest steel arch bridge in the world and was the longest in the world at the time of its completion. It connects Bayonne, New Jersey, with Staten Island, New York, spanning the Kill Van Kull.

[image: e9781602397743_i0013.jpg]

Brooklyn Bridge






	
Broadway Bridge in New York City crosses the Harlem River Ship Canal between Inwood and Marble Hill, both parts of Manhattan (the latter on the mainland and attached to the Bronx because of the rerouting of the Harlem River). It is named the Broadway Bridge because it carries Broadway, which is designated as U.S. 9 here. The bridge also carries the IRT Broadway–Seventh Ave. Line above the road. Immediately to the north of the bridge along this line is the Marble Hill-225th St. station.

	
Brooklyn Bridge is the oldest suspension bridge in New York (1883). It spans the East River and connects the New York City boroughs of Manhattan and Brooklyn. Upon completion in 1883, it was the longest suspension bridge in the world, the first steel-wire suspension bridge, and the first bridge to connect to Long Island.

	
J. J. Byrne Memorial Bridge, also called the Greenpoint Ave. Bridge, is a drawbridge that carries Greenpoint Ave. across Newtown Creek between Greenpoint, Brooklyn, and Queens.

	
City Island Bridge is a bridge in the New York City borough of the Bronx, connecting City Island and the mainland. It is of stone and steel construction, and it spans 950 feet.

	
Cross Bay Veterans Memorial Bridge, (originally Cross Bay Bridge or Cross Bay Parkway Bridge) in New York City, is a toll bridge that crosses from Broad Channel in Jamaica Bay to the Rockaway Peninsula and is located in Queens.

	
George Washington Bridge, known informally as the GW Bridge, the GWB, the GW, or the George, is a suspension bridge spanning the Hudson River, connecting the Washington Heights neighborhood in the borough of Manhattan in New York City to Fort Lee in New Jersey by means of Interstate 95, U.S. Route 1/9. U.S. Route 46, which is entirely in New Jersey, ends halfway across the bridge at the state border.

	
Goethals Bridge connects Elizabeth, New Jersey, to Staten Island, New York, near the Howland Hook Marine Terminal, Staten Island, New York, over the Arthur Kill. Operated by the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey, the span was one of the first structures built by the authority.

	
Hawtree Creek Bridge is located at 163rd Ave. and 99th St. in Howard Beach across to Hamilton Beach at Rau Court and Davenport Court.

	
Hell’s Gate Bridge (originally the New York Connecting Railroad Bridge or the East River Arch Bridge) is a 1,017-foot (310 m) steel arch railroad bridge between Astoria in the borough of Queens and Randall’s and Ward’s Islands (which are now joined into one island and are politically part of Manhattan) in New York City, over a portion of the East River known as Hell’s Gate.

	
Henry Hudson Bridge is a steel arch toll bridge in New York City across the Spuyten Duyvil Creek, a tidal strait. It connects the Spuyten Duyvil section of the Bronx with the northern end of Manhattan to the south. On the Manhattan side, it touches Inwood Hill Park.

	
High Bridge (officially the Aqueduct Bridge) is a stone masonry arch bridge, with a height of almost 140 feet (40 m) over the Harlem River, connecting the New York City boroughs of Manhattan and the Bronx. It is closed to all traffic but is the oldest surviving bridge in New York City.

	
Joseph P. Addabbo Memorial Bridge (formerly the North Channel Bridge), located in the New York City borough of Queens, is a bridge that runs south from Howard Beach and crosses the Grassy Bay portion of Jamaica Bay to Broad Channel.

	
Kosciuszko Bridge is a truss bridge that spans Newtown Creek between the New York City boroughs of Brooklyn and Queens, connecting Greenpoint, Brooklyn, and Penny Bridge, Queens. It is a part of Interstate 278, which is also locally known as the Brooklyn–Queens Expressway.

	
Madison Avenue Bridge crosses the Harlem River connecting Madison Ave. in Manhattan with East 138th St. in the Bronx in New York City. The bridge is operated and maintained by the New York City Department of Transportation.

	
Manhattan Bridge is a suspension bridge that crosses the East River in New York City, connecting Lower Manhattan (at Canal St.) with Brooklyn (at Flatbush Ave. Extension) on Long Island. It was the last of the three suspension bridges built across the lower East River, following the Brooklyn and the Williamsburg bridges.

	
Marine Parkway-Gil Hodges Memorial Bridge in New York City (originally Marine Parkway Bridge) is a vertical lift bridge that crosses Rockaway Inlet and connects the Rockaway Peninsula in Queens with Marine Parkway to Floyd Bennett Field, Flatbush Ave., and the Marine Park neighborhood in Brooklyn.

	
Outerbridge Crossing is a cantilever bridge that spans the Arthur Kill. The “Outerbridge,” as it’s commonly known, connects Perth Amboy, New Jersey, with Staten Island, New York, and carries NY-440 and NJ-440, each road ending at the respective state border.

	
Park Avenue Railroad Bridge is a vertical lift bridge carrying the Metro-North Railroad across the Harlem River between the boroughs of Manhattan and the Bronx in New York City.

	
Pelham Bridge is a bascule bridge located in the New York City borough of the Bronx. It carries Shore Rd., and a walkway along the downstream side, over the Hutchinson River. The bridge is operated and maintained by the New York City Department of Transportation.

	
Pulaski Bridge connects Long Island City in Queens to Greenpoint in Brooklyn over Newtown Creek.

	
Queensborough St. Bridge, a.k.a. 59th St. Bridge, is a cantilever bridge over the East River in New York City that was completed in 1909. It connects the neighborhood of Long Island City in the borough of Queens with Manhattan, passing over Roosevelt Island. It carries New York State Route 25 and once carried NY 24 and NY 25A as well.

	
Roosevelt Island Bridge is a lift bridge that connects Roosevelt Island to Long Island City in Queens. It is the sole route to the island for vehicular and foot traffic (without using public transportation).

	
Spuyten Duyvil Railroad Bridge is a swing bridge that carries Amtrak’s Empire Corridor line across the Spuyten Duyvil Creek between Manhattan and the Bronx in New York City. The bridge is located at the point where Spuyten Duyvil Creek and the Hudson River meet.

	
Third Avenue Bridge carries southbound road traffic on Third Ave. over the Harlem River, connecting the boroughs of Manhattan and the Bronx in New York City. It once carried southbound New York State Route 1A.

	
Throgs Neck Bridge is a suspension bridge that opened on January 11, 1961. It carries Interstate 295 over the East River where it meets the Long Island Sound. The bridge connects the Throgs Neck section of the Bronx with the Bayside section of Queens.

	
Triborough Bridge (Robert F. Kennedy Bridge) is a complex of three bridges connecting the New York City boroughs of the Bronx, Manhattan, and Queens on Long Island, using what were two islands, Ward’s Island and Randall’s Island, as intermediate rights-of-way between the water crossings. These two islands have been consolidated by landfill.

	
University Heights Bridge crosses the Harlem River, connecting West 207th St. in the Inwood neighborhood of Manhattan to West Fordham Rd. in the University Heights section of the Bronx.

	
Verranzano-Narrows Bridge is a doubledecked suspension bridge that connects the boroughs of Staten Island and Brooklyn in New York City at the Narrows, the reach connecting the relatively protected upper bay with the larger lower bay.

	
Wards Island Bridge is a pedestrian bridge crossing the Harlem River between Manhattan Island and Ward’s Island in New York City. It is unique among the city’s Harlem River crossings in that it carries pedestrian and bicycle traffic only.

	
Washington Bridge carries six lanes of traffic (plus sidewalks on both sides) over the Harlem River in New York City between the boroughs of Manhattan and the Bronx, connecting 181st St. and Amsterdam Ave. in the Washington Heights section of Manhattan to University Ave. in the Morris Heights section of the Bronx. Ramps at either end of the bridge connect to the Trans-Manhattan Expressway and the Cross-Bronx Expressway.

	
Whitestone Bridge colloquially referred to as the Whitestone Bridge or simply the Whitestone, is a suspension bridge in New York City that crosses the East River and connects the boroughs of Queens on Long Island and the Bronx via Interstate 678.

	
Williamsburg Bridge is a suspension bridge in New York City across the East River connecting the Lower East Side of Manhattan at Delancey St. with the Williamsburg neighborhood of Brooklyn on Long Island at Broadway near the Brooklyn–Queens Expressway (Interstate 278). It once carried New York State Route 27A and later Interstate 78.

	
Willis Avenue Bridge is a swing bridge that carries northbound road traffic (and two-way bicycles and pedestrians) over the Harlem River between the New York City boroughs of Manhattan and the Bronx. It connects First Ave. in Manhattan with Willis Ave. in the Bronx.






NEW YORK TUNNELS


	
Brooklyn-Battery Tunnel is a toll road in New York City that crosses under the East River at its mouth, connecting the borough of Brooklyn on Long Island with the borough of Manhattan. The tunnel nearly passes underneath Governors Island but does not provide vehicular access to the island (I-478).

	
Clark St. Tunnel carries the 2 and 3 trains of the New York City Subway under the East River between the boroughs of Manhattan and Brooklyn.

	
Cobble Hill (popularly the Atlantic Avenue Tunnel) of the Long Island Rail Road is an abandoned railroad tunnel beneath Atlantic Ave. in downtown Brooklyn, New York City.

	
Concourse Tunnel carries the B and D trains of the New York City Subway under the Harlem River between the boroughs of Manhattan and the Bronx in New York City.

	
Cranberry St. Tunnel carries the A and C trains of the New York City Subway under the East River between the Broadway–Nassau St. Station in
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Queens-Midtown Tunnel



Manhattan and the High St.-Brooklyn Bridge Station in Brooklyn. Its Brooklyn ventilation shaft is visible from Furman St.

	
Downtown Hudson Tubes (Montgomery-Cortlandt Tunnels) (PATH).

	
East River Tunnels of the Pennsylvania Tunnel and Terminal Railroad to New York Pennsylvania Station (Amtrak and Long Island Rail Road) are four single-track railroad tunnels that extend from the eastern ends of 32nd/33rd Sts. in Manhattan to Queens. The tracks carry Long Island Rail Road and Amtrak trains traveling to and from Pennsylvania Station (New York City) and points to the north and east.

	
Queens-Midtown Tunnel, sometimes simply known as the Midtown Tunnel, is a toll road in New York City. It crosses under the East River and connects the borough of Queens (at the Long Island City terminus of I-495, the Long Island Expressway) on Long Island with the borough of Manhattan (between the major crosstown thoroughfares of East 34th St. and East 42nd St. in the Midtown Manhattan area).

	
High Line is a 1.45-mile (2.33-km) section of the former elevated freight railroad of the West Side Line in Chelsea along the lower west side of Manhattan. It runs from 34th St. near the Javits Convention Center to Gansevoort St. in the Meatpacking District of the West Village.

	
Holland Tunnel is a highway tunnel under the Hudson River connecting the island of Manhattan in New York City with Jersey City, New Jersey, at Interstate 78 on the mainland. Unusual for an American public works project, it is not named for a government official, politician, or local hero or person of historical interest but named for its first chief engineer. The tunnel was originally known as the Hudson River Vehicular Tunnel or the Canal St. Tunnel and, along with the Lincoln Tunnel, is one of two highway tunnels under the Hudson River.

	
Joralemon St. Tunnel carries the 4 and 5 trains of the IRT Lexington Ave. Line of the New York City Subway under the East River from the Bowling Green neighborhood (State St.) in Manhattan to Joralemon St. and Willow Place in Brooklyn. It was the first underground subway tunnel connecting Manhattan and Brooklyn.

	
Lexington Avenue Tunnel carries the 4, 5, and 6 trains of the New York City Subway under the Harlem River between the boroughs of Manhattan and the Bronx in New York City.

	
Lincoln Tunnel is a 1.5-mile (2.4-km) tunnel under the Hudson River, connecting Weehawken, New Jersey, and the borough of Manhattan in New York City.

	
Montague St. Tunnel carries the M and R trains of the New York City Subway under the East River between the boroughs of Manhattan and Brooklyn.

	
North River Tunnels of the Pennsylvania Tunnel and Terminal Railroad to New York’s Pennsylvania Station (Amtrak and New Jersey Transit).

	
Park Avenue Tunnel passes under Park Ave. in the New York City borough of Manhattan, leading up toward Grand Central Terminal. It once carried the New York and Harlem Railroad and later that company’s streetcar line and was called the “Murray Hill Tunnel.” Because of the construction of Grand Central Terminal and the removal of tracks, the north end has been reconstructed for a steeper approach.

	
Rutgers St. Tunnel carries the F trains of the New York City Subway under the East River between the East Broadway Station in Manhattan, and the York St. Station in Brooklyn.

	
Steinway Tunnel carries the 7 train of the New York City Subway under the East River between 42nd St. in Manhattan and 51st Ave. in Long Island City, Queens, in New York City. It was originally designed and built as an interurban trolley tunnel (hence the narrow loading gauge and height), with stations near the 7 train’s current Hunters Point Ave. and 42nd St.-Grand Central stations.

	
Uptown Hudson Tubes (Hoboken-Morton Tunnels) are a pair of tunnels that carry PATH trains under the Hudson River between New York City and Jersey City. On the New York side, the tunnels follow Christopher St., and the first PATH stop in New York is Christopher St. The service in New York continues uptown to the 33rd St. terminal (PATH).

	
14th St. Tunnel carries the L train of the New York City Subway under the East River between the New York City boroughs of Manhattan and Brooklyn.

	
53rd St. Tunnel carries the IND Queens Boulevard Line (currently the E and V trains) of the New York City Subway under the East River and Roosevelt Island between Manhattan and Queens, New York City.

	
60th St. Tunnel carries the N, R, and W trains of the New York City Subway under the East River and Roosevelt Island between Manhattan and Queens.

	
63rd St. Tunnel currently carries the IND 63rd St. Line of the New York City Subway under the East River between the boroughs of Manhattan and Queens. It is the newest of the East River tunnels and the newest river crossing in the New York metropolitan area.

	
149th St. Tunnel carries the 2 train of the New York City Subway under the Harlem River between Manhattan and the Bronx.






LONG-PLANNED BUT INCOMPLETE PROJECTS


	World Trade Center (Freedom Tower), started 2006, projected completion 2013

	New York New Jersey (Liberty Tower), proposed 2002, projected completion unknown

	2nd Ave. Subway, started 1931, projected completion 2010

	New York Aquiphor (NYC Tunnel 3), started 1970, projected completion unknown

	Fulton St. Transit Center, started 2006, projected completion unknown

	#7 Subway extension, started 2006, projected completion 2013

	East Side Access started 1969, projected completion 2015
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