


[image: Cover]






The Caribbean Irish

How the Slave Myth was Made







The Caribbean Irish

How the Slave Myth was Made

Miki Garcia


[image: frn_fig_002.jpg]


Winchester, UK
Washington, USA







[image: frn_fig_003.jpg]


First published by Chronos Books, 2019

Chronos Books is an imprint of John Hunt Publishing Ltd., No. 3 East St., Alresford,

Hampshire SO24 9EE, UK

office@jhpbooks.com

www.johnhuntpublishing.com

www.chronosbooks.com

For distributor details and how to order please visit the ‘Ordering’ section on our website.

© Miki Garcia 2018

ISBN: 978 1 78904 268 9

978 1 78904 269 6 (ebook)

Library of Congress Control Number: 2018958566

All rights reserved. Except for brief quotations in critical articles or reviews, no part of this book may be reproduced in any manner without prior written permission from the publishers.

The rights of Miki Garcia as author have been asserted in accordance with the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.

A CIP catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library.

Design: Stuart Davies

UK: Printed and bound by CPI Group (UK) Ltd, Croydon, CR0 4YY

US: Printed and bound by Thomson-Shore, 7300 West Joy Road, Dexter, MI 48130

We operate a distinctive and ethical publishing philosophy in all areas of our business, from our global network of authors to production and worldwide distribution.





‘Do you know the Irish word for exile?’

‘Please tell me,’ she said.

‘Deoraí.’

‘How very interesting.’

‘Maybe so, but do you know what it means?’

‘No.’

‘Deor means a tear and deoraí means one who has known tears.’

Colm Toibin, ‘The South’

Doyle: ‘Do you suppose a man need be a Celt to feel melancholy in Rosscullen? Why, man, Ireland was peopled just as England was; and its breed was crossed by just the same invaders.

Broadbent: ‘True. All the capable people in Ireland are of English extraction.’

George Bernard Shaw, ‘John Bull’s Other Island’

‘Being hanged in England is preferable to dying a natural death in Ireland.’

A quote by Frederick Douglass








Prologue


Every year, when St. Patrick’s Day is getting closer, journalists across the globe start preparing feature articles about this world-famous patron saint of Ireland, a Roman boy from Wales who was supposedly snatched by Vikings in the late fourth century and brought to pagan Ireland as a slave (or arrived as a slave trader). Slavery had been around for centuries, long before England systematically had started the Atlantic slave trade. The fact that St. Patrick’s Day has become the second most internationally-celebrated feast day after Christmas for all people regardless of backgrounds might be astonishing. The celebration of someone who became Irish through the extensive Irish diaspora is open to many interpretations. But this explains Ireland’s intertwined history with Britain and certainly owes its success – politically and economically – to countless emigrants. Irish people had been visibly scattered all around the world but somewhat in disguise because they had always been part of the British Empire and some of them had even become British along the way.

The biggest St. Patrick’s Day festival in the Caribbean is celebrated in Montserrat. Known as the Emerald Isle of the Caribbean, this tiny British Overseas Territory has a unique way of celebrating this day – a fusion of green and Caribbean Carnival. Outside Ireland, Montserrat and the Canadian province of Newfoundland and Labrador are the only two jurisdictions where St. Patrick’s Day is a public holiday. But Montserrat is not the only Caribbean Island that celebrates this saint’s day. So what is the Irish connection with the Caribbean? Why did the Irish end up there?

Because of the geographical proximity and historical connections, Irish history cannot be explained without the involvement of England. If you look at the map, Ireland’s choices are limited by the Irish Sea as if it was a prisoner of geography.  The Anglo-Normans invaded Ireland in 1169 and England took control over Ireland in the 16th century. The 16th and 17th centuries were a conquest period and a catastrophic time for people in Ireland. As a consequence, a series of devastating events followed. The Tudor plantation of Ireland, and then Munster and Ulster plantations, Oliver Cromwell’s nine-month sojourn, the 1641 Irish rebellion, the battle of the Boyne, amongst other ordeals. Demographic loss of local people and damage to infrastructure were enormous. What the English ultimately wanted was to turn Ireland into a Protestant nation. Anti-Catholic legislation had long existed in Ireland. Most notably, it was led by Henry VIII in the mid-16th century and Oliver Cromwell during the mid-17th century.

Because England ruled and colonised Ireland for such a long time, the process of turning the country English gradually and certainly seeped through the whole island. In fact, Ireland was (the North still is) the first colony of England, so it had been used for centuries as a ground for imperial experiments, such as rules, systems, norms, standards and the English language, not to mention how to handle rebellious people and what to do with them. These initiatives were initially tried out before being applied and confirmed on a global scale. The conquest of Ireland was the first step towards the English territorial expansion across the Atlantic and beyond.

Since occupying Ireland, Protestant English settlers had dispossessed the local Catholic people, depriving them of ownership or unfettered use of the land. By just being Catholics, they had no rights and were discriminated against, consequently leaving them in abject poverty. Local people resisted and the authorities constantly struggled to deal with them. The disastrous economic condition of Ireland during this period was caused by political events such as numerous battles and the unsettling political climate which produced a substantial number of so-called ‘undesirable people’.

In the first decade of the 17th century, England started shipping labourers and settlers to develop their newly acquired colonies in mainland North America. With a little time lag, in the 1630s, indentured servants from the British Isles were transported to the British West Indies. This created a base for the subsequent indentured servant trade solidly enforced by Oliver Cromwell who changed the course of history. Because a substantial number of people went abroad from the British Isles, the 17th century has been coined as the period of English migration. England eventually used the newly obtained Caribbean colonies as dumping grounds for those rebellious people who didn’t obey the authorities; prisoners of wars, criminals, landless ‘proprietors’, vagrants, widows, orphans and Catholic priests.

According to some estimates, as high as 70 percent of Irish people were indentured servants during this time. Indentured servants typically worked for a certain period of time and received land or sugar upon completion of their service. Although Irish people who were transported to the British West Indies were mostly indentured servants in scale and consequence, they were also planters, merchants and in-betweens. They were Catholic and Protestant people who left Ireland voluntarily, involuntarily or were forcefully transported. Between the mid-17th and the 18th centuries, the Irish were ubiquitous at every level of white society of the British West Indies. The words ‘the Irish’ cannot be generalised because they hailed from diverse social classes and occupational backgrounds. What’s more, they didn’t stay at the same level but moved up, and left and right. They were the most mobile and adaptable people as they changed sides, religions, status, names and allegiances depending on the way the wind was blowing. Just like with the politics of assimilation in Ireland, adaptability seemed to be ingrained in their culture as a survival mechanism within the British system. Irish people were colonised and colonisers both at home and abroad. As each other’s closest neighbours, Ireland and Britain have a shared, long and complex history. Wherever the English went, the Irish were always with them. The Irish people were literally the backbone of the British colonies but at the same time, they tried to hinder the British Empire’s colonial ambitions by aiding their enemies as soldiers of Spanish or/and French Forces or attacking British ships as pirates. For better or worse, Irish people have always acted as a catalyst on British politics.






Chapter 1


Before all that happened

Christianity arrived in Ireland in the early fifth century through the works of early missionaries. One of the most famous missionaries is Saint Patrick. In those days, Ireland was known as the centre of learning and literacy. Students from all across Europe came to the island to attend religious and medical schools, while Irish monks spread Christianity and literacy abroad. In post-Roman medieval Europe, slavery was not uncommon. In Anglo-Saxon England between the fifth and 11th centuries, slavery was linked with non-membership of the tribe. The Vikings raided the coasts of England, Wales and Scotland bordering the Irish Sea and slaves were moved across the sea from east to west. In 1169, the Anglo-Normans invaded Ireland and shortly conquered some parts of the country. A large number of people from England systematically arrived in Ireland. The Normans’ attempt to establish feudalism was less successful than their conquest of England. Eventually, some Celtic rulers accepted King Henry II’s over-lordship and the colonists steadily assimilated into the local inhabitants with Norman lords who became Celtic chieftains.


Four groups

By the 17th century, four major groups in Ireland had been identified: the native Irish who were descended from the pre-Norman inhabitants and were almost all Roman Catholic, the old English whose forebears had arrived during the Anglo-Norman invasion of Ireland in the 12th century who were mostly Catholic and royalist in politics, the new English who were Protestant settlers in Ireland from the 1580s onwards and the Scottish Presbyterians in Ulster.





The Pale


The Pale in the Dublin area where English kings had full control was created at the time of Henry II’s expedition (1171-72). The term ‘Pale’ means boundary and ‘beyond the Pale’ implies ‘uncivilised’ or ‘socially unacceptable’. The area of the Pale fluctuated in different time periods. The Normans controlled about three-quarters of Ireland by 1250. By the 14th century, Normans outside the Pale visibly integrated with local people in Ireland. This bothered the English and various laws were enacted. The Statutes of Kilkenny of 1366 forbade intermarriage between the Anglo-Normans and the Irish, banned religious bodies in English-controlled areas from accepting Irish people, banned the settlers from speaking Irish, and prohibited the adoption of Gaelic clothing and customs such as hurling.




English conquest

The first full conquest of Ireland by England between 1536 and 1691 officially established subordination of the country to Westminster. During the reign of Mary I in 1555, a large group of people from England were granted land in the new Queen’s county, Laois. Sectarian animosity between Catholics and Protestants became extremely serious. Irish society had to be transformed from the clan-based Gaelic system to the state-governed and centralised English structure. During the English Reformation, the English, the Welsh and the Scottish accepted Protestantism, however, the Irish resisted and remained Catholic. The Tudor regime tried to incorporate Ireland into England along with Cornwall, Wales and Scotland. By 1641, the Plantation of Ulster had brought up to 80,000 English and Scottish settlers into the north of Ireland. Predominantly Presbyterian with a British and Protestant identity, the Ulster Scots were the foundation of the ruling class of prospective British administration in Ireland. The practice of Catholicism was banned and bounties were offered for the capture of Catholic priests.

Anti-Catholicism has a long and bloody history in Ireland. The roots of anti-Irish racism run deep. The English introduced a series of Penal Laws to disadvantage local Roman Catholic people. The religious schism stated that unless they converted to Protestantism, the native Irish and the Roman Catholic people were not able to hold power. Some of the reasons why the Protestant reformation didn’t take hold amongst Irish people is that the government brutally exploited its resources and killed people, and used various inhumane methods to restrain the country. As a result, the Irish rebelled and resented the English and their rule. This English regime created a huge gap between the haves and have-nots, and as a result, ubiquitous Irish beggars.




Cromwell arrives

In 1641, an Irish Catholic rebellion broke in Ulster. Phelim O’Neill, Rory O’Moore, Lord Maguire and other leaders attacked and massacred a large number of Protestant settlers. The rebellion was soon joined by Irish Catholic lords and their followers and spread throughout Ireland except Dublin and Derry. The Irish rebels were initially successful and they were almost in charge of the whole country by 1642. But then, an English military officer Oliver Cromwell came to Ireland in 1649. Upon landing, Cromwell immediately took control over port cities on the east coast so that it was easier to facilitate the efficient landing of supplies and reinforcements from England. The first town to fall was Drogheda. Cromwell ordered that ‘no quarter will be given’. The majority of the garrisons were destroyed, and tens of thousands of Catholic priests and civilians were killed.

According to Oliver Cromwell’s Letters and Speeches with Elucidations, Cromwell wrote a letter after the killings of Drogheda in 1649:


‘The next day, the other two Towers were summoned; in one of which was about six or seven score; but they refused to yield themselves: and we knowing that hunger must compel them, set only good guards to secure them from running away until their stomachs were come down. From one of the said Towers, notwithstanding their condition, they killed and wounded some of our men. When they submitted, their officers were knocked on the head; and every tenth man of the soldiers killed; and the rest shipped for the Barbados. The soldiers in the other Tower were all spared, as to their lives only; and shipped likewise for the Barbados…I am persuaded that this is a righteous judgement of God upon those barbarous wretches who have imbrued their hands in so much innocent blood; and that it will tend to prevent the effusion of blood for the future – which are the satisfactory grounds to such actions, which otherwise cannot work but remorse and regret…It hath pleased God to bless our endeavours at Drogheda…The enemy were about 3,000 strong in the town…I do not think 30 of the whole number escaped with their lives. Those that did are in safe custody for the Barbados…I wish that all honest hearts may give the glory of this to God alone, to whom indeed the praise of this mercy belongs.’



Cromwell himself estimated that approximately 2,100 were killed but some historians believe that the number could be up to 3,600. Cromwell’s New Model Army took Trim, Dundalk, Carlingford, Newry and several other towns in the North. Then, Cromwell’s troops progressed to the south and secured more ports. His next target was Duncannon in Wexford. Then, they moved on to Waterford, Tipperary, Limerick and Galway. Local people fought bloody battles and resisted but eventually surrendered.




Tories

The local landlords whose properties had been seized and refused to transplant were known as the Tories. The English government adopted stringent methods to hunt them down. The Cromwellians distinguished in their rewards for information or capture of outlaws between private and public Tories. Irish people themselves were recruited to track down and kill or capture the Tories and bounties were offered to those who became collaborators. Parliamentary commanders were ordered to capture Tories and execute them along with those civilians who assisted them. Major Morgan, MP for Wicklow, described on 10 June 1657 how the Irish were treated: ‘We have three beasts to destroy…that lay burdens upon us. The first is the wolf on whom we lay five pounds a head if a dog, and ten pounds if a bitch; the second beast is a priest, on whose head we lay ten pounds, and if he is eminent more. The third beast is the Tory, and on his head, if he be a public Tory, we lay ten pounds, and if he is a private Tory, we pay 40 shillings.’1

Colonel Lawrence, the chief commissioner in Loughrea wrote on the atrocious situation of the Tories: ‘The Irish had been driven from garrisons, castles, and places of strength to bogs and woods. There they lurked, watching for opportunities to commit murders and outrages…Sundry persons were daily taken out of their houses in the night time and sometimes set upon as they travel upon the highway, or are surprised by these desperate persons, and carried into woods and bogs, and there murdered or kept in a miserable manner, in cold, nakedness, and hunger, and their houses burned, and their goods carried away until they pay a ransom.’2




Transportation of the unwanted

After the storming of Drogheda and other towns, the suppression of large-scale opposition in Ireland by the English army under Cromwell led to the dispatch of prisoners and ordinary people and the policy of transportation became a common method to handle rebel soldiers and prisoners. Cromwell had two objectives. To place Ireland under English control and to confiscate the land. In order to achieve these, he imposed an extremely harsh settlement on the Irish. Those who participated in the rebellion of 1641 were executed, captured ones were transplanted in Connaught and Clare, or transported to the Caribbean. Cromwell also ordered the surviving members of the garrison to be shipped to Barbados. Over the coming years, thousands of military prisoners were removed.

In 1652 and 1653, the English parliament passed the policy known as ‘To Hell or Connaught’. The English parliament planned to seize three-quarters of Ireland. They drove the populations of Ulster, Munster and Leinster into an area west of the River Shannon. The offence could be simply ‘being there’. The way it worked was that if the Irish were found east of the Shannon, they would be killed as a penalty, or tried and convicted of ‘being at large and sentenced to perpetual banishment, and be sent into America or some other parts beyond the seas’, then typically pardoned for the British West Indies. The authorities in Dublin welcomed this move because they were concerned by the ‘great multitudes of poor swarming in all parts of this nation’. England also periodically emptied the jails throughout Ireland by sending them across the Atlantic.

Along with political prisoners, the English authority openly admitted that men-catchers were hired to delude destitute and wandering people with force or false promises to put them on board their ships. So-called ‘unwanted’ children and grown-ups were kidnapped by press-gangs while asleep or off the street. For instance, in 1654, the Governors of Carlow, Kilkenny, Clonmel, Wexford, Ross and Waterford had orders to arrest and deliver to Captain Thomas Morgan, Dudley North and John Johnson, English merchants, ‘all wanderers, men and women and such other Irish within their precincts as should not prove they had such a settled course of industry as yielded them a means of their own to maintain them, all such children as were in hospitals or workhouses, all prisoners, men and women, to be transported to the West Indies’. They were guarded by the governors and taken to the ports for shipping. But all detainees were provided for and maintained by contractors or agents. None of them were discharged without the governor’s permission.




Displacement

After the Cromwellian conquest of Ireland, his policy of the displacement of the Irish population became a common practice. In 1652, the Act for the Settlement of Ireland was issued which imposed penalties including death and land confiscation against participants and bystanders of the Irish Rebellion of 1641 and subsequent unrest. It detailed the fate of Ireland and its people: ‘that it is not the intention of the Parliament to extirpate that whole nation, but that mercy and pardon, both as to life and estate, may be extended to all husbandmen, ploughmen, labourers, artificers, and others of the inferior sort, in manner as is hereafter declared; they submitting themselves to the Parliament of the Commonwealth of England, and living peaceably and obediently under their government…’ The second clause excluded all Catholic clergy from pardon. As a result, hundreds were killed or banished overseas: ‘That all and every Jesuit, priest, and other person or persons who have received orders from the Pope or See of Rome, or any authority derived from the same, that have any ways contrived, advised, counselled, promoted, continued, countenanced, aided, assisted, or abetted; or at any time hereafter shall any ways contrive, advise, counsel, promote, continue, countenance, aid, assist, or abet the rebellion or war in Ireland, or any the murders or massacres, robberies, or violence committed against the Protestants, English, or others there, be excepted from pardon for life and estate’. And the next clause listed hundreds of people who were killed or banished overseas namely James Butler, Earl of Ormond, James Touchet, Earl of Castlehaven, Ulick Bourke, Earl of Clanricarde, Christopher Plunket, Earl of Fingal, James Dillon, Earl of Roscommon, Richard Nugent, Earl of Westmeath, Morrogh O’Brien, Baron of Inchiquin, Donogh MacCarthy, Viscount Muskerry, Theobald Taaffe, Viscount Taaffe of Corren and Richard Butler, Viscount Mountgarret.

Although the Cromwellian conquest of Ireland ended in 1653, a score of rebels could be still found all across Ireland. By the time an Act for the Attainder of the Rebels in Ireland was issued in 1657, hundreds of thousands of people had already been transported to the Caribbean or been sent to join foreign armed forces services.

The clearing of whole populations, or the ethnic cleansing of an entire people, was not common in early modern Europe. The Lords of the Council ordered Lord Ormonde, lieutenant general of the army in Ireland, ‘to burn, spoil, waste, consume, destroy and demolish all the places, towns and houses where the said rebels are…and to kill and destroy all the men there inhabiting able to bear arms’.4 Sir Bulstrode Whitelocke, an English lawyer and a member of the House, believed that the Irish would be rooted out by a new and overwhelming plantation of England and that another England would be speedily found in Ireland.

Banishment legislation had existed long before Cromwell conquered Ireland and it was largely aimed at the Irish. It was not only in Ireland but in England, too. For instance, in 1594, all Irish people who looked more like refugees were ordered to leave England. A large number of Irish vagrants and other victims of kidnapping and deception visibly existed throughout England. During this period vagrancy laws that existed legitimately allowed for a large number of destitute people to be transported. The fact that hundreds of thousands of Irish men serving as soldiers at home and abroad meant that vulnerable groups namely widows and children were left behind. As a ‘means of clearing the country of vagrants’, they were all removed and shipped to the British colonies.

Although there were laws against vagabondage since the 14th century, they were rather too vague in terms of logistics. That’s why the Irish were transported by agents and merchants and no complete official records exist although there are some random entries in the state papers as the Council issued orders to ‘transport the Irish’ throughout the 17th century. It is impossible to tell who were forced, voluntary migrants, or to define vagabonds, criminals and the judicial processes.




Wandering Irish

From the late Tudor period, poor Irish people had been regularly removed. In the early 17th century, there were four groups that could be identified as rogues in England: the professional rogues; wandering pedlars; runaway apprentices/servants; and the Irish. An observer noted about the Irish: ‘Nineteen of them were punished as vagrants in Salisbury between 1629 and 1633 when Irish famine pushed hundreds of emigrants into the western counties. They were more conspicuous than their numbers suggest, since they often moved in bands of dozen or more’.5

Ever since England took over Ireland and their sufferings started, Irish people went through numerous famines and wars. Because the famine in 1633 created a score of people leaving Ireland, Charles I issued a proclamation in 1633 for ‘the speedy sending away of the Irish Beggars out of this Kingdom into their own country and for the Suppressing of English rogues and vagabonds according to our laws’. This gave Irish beggars 40 days to leave England or they would be punished as rogues and vagabonds, and then sent back to Ireland.

When fighting started against the English administration in Ireland in 1640 and with the Irish rebellion in 1641, then the civil wars, wandering Irish refugees in England became a common sight. In particular, parishes in Gateshead, North-East England, recorded that they took many families during this period. The thirteen years’ war, from 1641 to 1654, followed by the departure of 40,000 Irish soldiers with the chief nobility and gentry to Spain, had left behind a large number of widows and deserted wives with destitute families, and the others with no visible means of livelihood. In 1690, the defeat of the pro-Roman Catholic Stuart King James II produced more wandering Irish people and pushed them out of the country.




Demographic disaster

Cromwell is responsible for a demographic disaster in the mid-1600s in Ireland as he caused massive casualties and deportations amongst the local population. His conquest of Ireland was defined by its cruelties and characterised as ethnic and religious cleansing as it sought to wipe out all Irish Catholics. Some historians called it a genocide. The Cromwellian conquest was a turning point in Irish history as it destroyed the native Irish Catholic landowning classes and completed the British colonisation of Ireland. Ireland was forcefully merged into the Commonwealth of England and Scotland.

By 1650, Ireland had been completely destroyed as Cromwell’s soldiers suppressed most of the areas. Estimates vary depending on historians. For instance, an English economist William Petty estimated that the death toll of the wars in Ireland since 1641 was more than 618,000 people, or about 40% of the country’s pre-war population. Of these more than 400,000 were Catholics, 167,000 killed directly by wars or famines and the rest by war-related diseases such as plague. Ireland’s population was about 1,500,000 in 1641 and it was halved in 1651. On top of these casualties, about 54,000 Irish soldiers who fought in the Confederate and Royalist armies left the country to find service in the armies of France or Spain, according to the estimate by William Petty. Many clergymen also fled to continental European countries. Additionally, up to 100,000 people, the majority of them destitute and beggars were transported to English colonies in the Caribbean and mainland America.

Following the victory of his New Model Army, Cromwell described Ireland as a ‘clean paper’. Within four years, Ireland was completely transformed. Because the deportation of the most population from Ireland to the Caribbean was quite substantial, it is called ‘the Green Atlantic’ and Irish republican and socialist leader James Connolly described it ‘the Via Dolorosa of the Irish’.3 The financial losses of the war in Ireland during this period were massive. It was estimated to be around 10,355,000 pounds.




Landlord system

In order to clear the whole population of Ireland, the Army Council debated whether to ‘eradicate the natives’ or merely ‘to divest them of their estates’.6 In the end, they undertook both and achieved their goals for the most part. Because the surviving Irish were forcibly removed, the most land became available for mass settlement for Cromwellian officers, soldiers from England and general English and Scottish settlers.

During this period, almost 40 percent of the land was taken from local Catholics and given to parliamentarian soldiers who served in Ireland. They received an allotment of confiscated land as wages. As a result, hundreds of thousands of New Model Army veterans settled in Ireland. Those surviving Catholics who were not sent westward lost everything and had to work for the new landowners. Under the Adventurers Act which was passed in 1640, those who lent money to Parliament for the subjugation of Ireland would also be paid in confiscated land in Ireland.

Although they were allocated land in Ireland, some soldiers didn’t actually stay because they simply didn’t want to remain in Ireland, didn’t want to be farmers or both. In some cases, the land was not suitable for cultivation and many of them eventually sold their allotments to make money or/and rented. The landlord system had begun.





Travellers


Their true origins were not exactly known, although their own language Shelta is believed to have existed as far back as the 13th century. Historians and scholars suggested various theories that Irish Travellers might be: descended from a race of pre-Celtic minstrels; a nomadic population of refugees from when the Plantation of Ulster began in the late 1500s; descended from those Irish who were displaced during Oliver Cromwell’s campaigns; a nomadic population of refugees during the great hunger of the potato famine of the 1840s. However, the latest study by the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland, University College Dublin and the University of Edinburgh that came out on 10 February 2017 reveals that it has confirmed that Irish Travellers were separated from the main settled population in Ireland approximately 360 years ago, during the mid-1600s. According to DNA analysis, researchers tracked the Traveller community to between eight and 14 generations ago, to roughly the period when Cromwell came to Ireland. He thought the most barren land to farm in Ireland was in the west, Connaught. Anyone who refused to give up their land to English soldiers would get killed or sent to the west of Ireland, hence, his own quote ‘To Hell or Connaught’. Irish travellers are the descendants of those people who were pushed away to the west and escaped the ordeal, and were forced to be nomadic in their own land.




For the last time

In 1690, the Battle of the Boyne was fought which was the last time two crowned kings of England, Scotland and Ireland faced each other. The battle between William of Orange, a Dutch protestant who had recently been jointly crowned monarch of England, Scotland and Ireland and Catholic James II took place across the River Boyne near Drogheda. William of Orange won the battle which secured the Protestant ascendancy in Ireland. Between the mid-16th and the early 17th century, plantations were systematically implemented. Scottish and English Protestants settled as colonists in Ireland, mainly in the provinces of Munster, Ulster and the counties of Laois and Offaly.




Timeline

The history of Ireland is often defined by internal migration and emigration. And the root cause of the diaspora has been always English rule in Ireland. The Irish Diaspora in the Caribbean stretched through different time frames, different geographical locations and different group of individuals. Royalist conspirators, prisoners and other criminals were also sent from across the British Isles but the large majority of them were transported from Ireland.

Before the systematic Atlantic slave trade from an African continent began, England transported a large group of people from Ireland. England learned how to transport convicts and the so-called ‘unwanted’ during this period. By 1700, the indentured servant trade to the British West Indies had dwindled, but Britain started applying what it had learned in Australia, the official penal colony as it was made the principal destination for convicts, vagrants and orphans from Ireland. Even after the British slave trade officially ended, Britain was still transporting Irish people from Ireland and other regions to Australia until 1868 in the name of establishing a new colony, as well as to South Africa, albeit in a more efficient and improved way.


	1623 St Christopher becomes the first English colony in the Caribbean

	1627 Barbados becomes an English colony

	1632 Montserrat and Antigua become English colonies

	1641 Outbreak of the Irish Rebellion

	1649 Cromwell’s invasion of Ireland and transportations begin after the storming of Drogheda. Transplantation to Connacht begins

	
1650-54 Catholic troops exiled to the Continent

	1655 Jamaica becomes an English colony

	1658 Death of Cromwell brings an end to mass transportations

	1660 Restoration of Charles II

	1662 Act of Settlement

	1680 Last of indentured servants on Barbados freed

	1690 The Battle of the Boyne










Chapter 2


Life in the Tropics

Ireland might not have produced internationally well-known explorers but being an island, they know the ocean very well as they have been sailing far and wide. Legend has it that when Christopher Columbus stopped in Galway on the way to America in 1490, he picked up some Irish sailors who accompanied him to the Caribbean.

Independent Irish colonists, migrants and adventurers had been living in various islands in the New World who had been hunting livestock and growing tobacco before the English started colonising the region. Small-scale independent Irish settlers were making a living throughout the Caribbean. For example, there were some Irish pioneers living in St. Lucia by 1605 and Grenada in 1609. ‘A noble gentleman of the house of the Earl of Thomond’, Bernard O’Brien was the one of the first Irish slave owners in the New World.7 In 1612, at least 14 Irishmen were present in a stockade trading post on the Tauregue River and a group of Irish settlers were living in the Guiana (Amazon). Born in 1603, the native Gaelic speaker O’Brien crossed the Atlantic at 17-year-old to become a planter in the Amazonian tobacco colony. Irish planters Philip and James Purcell also founded a tobacco colony on the Amazon.

In the Caribbean, the English were not the first comers from Europe. They initially started establishing their own settlements where the Spanish had not colonised. St Christopher (St. Kitts) became the first English colony in 1623, then Barbados in 1627, Nevis in 1628, Montserrat and Antigua in 1632, Jamaica in 1655, amongst other islands. These colonies in the Caribbean became the British West Indies. Britain, at this stage England, was constantly fighting against other European powers and struggling to obtain more territories. So they decided to focus on St Christopher, Barbados, Nevis, Antigua, Montserrat and Jamaica.

Between 1641 and 1652, it is estimated that up to 504,000 people were disappeared from Ireland by wars, plague, famines, poverty and banishment. As is customary, the Irish travelled around the world and settled with the British. By the mid-17th century, the Irish were ubiquitously seen throughout the British West Indies. The majority of the Irish in the Caribbean were Catholic people from southern Ireland. Most of them were indentured servants, craftsmen and a small affluent minority people who paid their own passages and arrived to make a living or fortune. Some of them were auctioned by planters and administrators upon arriving, while the others arrived with contacts in advance. After Cromwell’s unprecedented scale and speed of transporting, however, the treatment indentured servants received started becoming inhumane.

As the people had to go through constant wars, conflicts and poverty in Ireland, the English authorities and wealthy people justified themselves by saying that transporting them out of Ireland was in their interest. Joseph Williams, the author of Whence the Black Irish of Jamaica, wrote that transportation of Irish people to the British West Indies was ‘a measure beneficial to Ireland, which was thus relieved of a population that might trouble the planters; it was a benefit to the people removed, who might thus be made English and Christians; and a great benefit to the West Indian sugar planters, who desired the men and boys for their bondmen, and the women and Irish girls in a country where they had only Maroon women and Negresses to solace them’.

At one point, Irish people consisted of the majority within the British West Indies, but the population started decreasing along with the increasing number of slaves from Africa. In many ways, the influx of African people drew a visible line between slaves and indentured servants. As the slave population started taking over Irish servants’ work, Irish people climbed up the social ladder by acquiring land, their own slaves and status and by being elected and appointed to the Council or Assembly.


Push factors

People left Ireland and migrated for a number of reasons. Push factors are those which force a person to leave, while pull factors are those which encourage a person to migrate.




Cromwell

Following the 1641 rebellion and the rise of Oliver Cromwell and during and after the English Civil War (1642-1651) which stemmed from conflict between Charles I and Parliament over an Irish insurrection, several thousand rebels, royalist supporters and ordinary people were transported across the Atlantic. Although England had been sending indentured servants to mainland American colonies and the Caribbean before Cromwell’s conquest of Ireland, he set a new standard of the way to handle ‘undesirable people’.




Lawful transportation

New regulations in the early 1650s in Ireland further pushed people to leave Ireland as the English started forced transportation en masse. A proclamation stating that all laws in force in England for the punishment of rogues and idle people was enforced in Ireland. As various warrants were granted during this period, governors, soldiers and merchants were in charge of this procedure. According to a letter from the English authority, the governor of Waterford was to transport local prisoners to the Caribbean in 1652; Bristol merchants transported 400 Irish Tories from any ports in Ireland to the Caribbean islands in January 1654; Sir John Clotworthy transported 500 ‘natural Irishmen’ to America in April 1653; on September 24, 1653, a State Paper noted a licence was issued to Richard Netherway of Bristol to transport 100 Irish Tories from Ireland to Virginia; London merchants also took 300 Irishmen; the English authority further ordered governors of Carlow, Kilkenny, Clonmel, Wexford, Ross and Waterford to deliver all local vagrants to Captain Thomas Morgan, Dudley North, and John Johnson for transportation; all vagrants in Limerick and Cork were handed over to Captain John Norris in April 1654; sixty women from Connaught were handed over to Colonel Stubbers in June 1654; John Mylam, merchants was in charge of all prisoners in Clonmel, Waterford, Wexford, Kilkenny and Carlow.8

In November 1653, the Commissioners of Parliament for the Affairs of Ireland ordered Colonel Edmund O’Dwyer to transport priests, Jesuits and other persons in Popish orders who were still in Ireland. Oliver Cromwell wrote to Charles Fleetwood, Lord Deputy of Ireland: ‘Some merchants of the city of Bristol having petitioned to me for licence to transport 400 of the Irish Tories, and such other idle and vagrant persons as may be thought fittest to be spared out of Ireland, for planting of the Caribbee Islands, which address of theirs I do recommend to your consideration that their desire therein may be granted in such a way as to you shall seem fit and expedient’.9 Wars and political instability produced a high number of vagabonds. In April 1654, all vagabonds in Cork and Limerick were sent to Captain John Norris and his agents for transportation. In June 1654, Col. Stubbers was ordered to transport Irish women who were vagrants, idlers and wanderers in Connaught and then in January 1655, Catholic priests in custody in Dublin who were not found guilty of murder were transported to Barbados.




Penal laws

The political climate was one of the factors that pushed the people out of Ireland. The accession of William III in 1689 enacted several versions of the penal laws. This meant that for Catholics to hold public office, other official positions and certain professions became almost impossible and all kinds of opportunities were limited for them as long as they were in Ireland.




Unemployment

The whole system in Ireland was designed to make Catholic people underprivileged. The Navigation Act of 1663 made the Irish officially forbidden to share in the victualling of ships engaged in the plantation trade. Beef exportation to England was also banned. The woollen trade started to look promising to compete with the English market but a series of acts that were created after 1698 made it impossible. Irish artisans couldn’t find enough jobs in the linen industry either. Farmers couldn’t get away from rack-renting absentee landlords. It was a vicious cycle.




Famines

Various famines, the most serious ones in 1670, 1725, 1726 and 1727, hit the already impoverished people hard. For instance, during the early 1670s, livestock diseases and poor harvests constantly occurred in Munster. The Quaker missionary William Edmundson in Ireland witnessed and wrote: ‘several families that had lived plentifully…their corn being spent and cattle dead…shipped themselves for servants to the West Indies to get food’.




Pull factors




Irish Governors

Quite a few Irish people assumed the positon of local officers and governors and they often encouraged their country people to settle in the British West Indies. The most prominent Irish governor was Tipperary man William Stapleton who brought settlers from Ireland and encouraged them to obtain certain professions and land. He first arrived in Barbados with Tobias Bridge and his regiment in 1667. At the time, the governor of Barbados was Lord Willoughby and Stapleton was given the rank of lieutenant colonel. Shortly Stapleton was promoted to become deputy Governor of Montserrat (1668-1671) as a member of the first Leeward Island federation and then Governor of the Leeward Islands (1672-1685) who managed St Christopher, Nevis, Montserrat and Antigua. He urged capable Irish people to purchase abandoned plantations. Moreover, Stapleton built two parish churches and obtained Montserrat’s first resident Anglican clergyman. He married Anne Russell, the daughter of Colonel Randolph Russell, a Protestant heiress from the ruling English elite on Nevis. This enabled him to establish good contacts with wealthy planters across the Leeward Islands. He acquired a plantation on Montserrat and a property on St Christopher for himself. By using his power, he also granted plantations on Nevis and Antigua to his family members and friends. His two sons also obtained properties in Montserrat and Antigua, while his two daughters were married to prominent Irish men in the Caribbean. His brothers Redmond and John were also appointed deputy governors of Montserrat. When Stapleton took over as governor of Montserrat, the Lords of Council described him as: ‘a gentleman of known valour and integrity and born in Ireland and therefore understands the better to govern his countryman’.




Work and land

By working as indentured servants, they hoped to make a living and obtain land at the end of the contract. There were plenty of work opportunities because newly acquired British West Indian islands needed to be developed. Ships were readily available as they were crossing the Atlantic on a regular basis in order to conduct the triangular trade. Sometimes, planters and colonists were individually ordered to bring more labourers.

Indentured labourers were always necessary in English colonies. Quite a few Irish people worked both on the North American mainland and in the Caribbean. For example, the Lord Proprietor of Carolina wanted to obtain some servants and asked a servant trader in 1669 to ‘sail with all possible speed’ for Kinsale in Ireland. He instructed the trader to obtain a cargo of servants and to fill the ship with Irish provisions and set sail for Barbados, where all the provisions were sold. Sugar was purchased there and upon arriving in Carolina, the servants and sugar were dropped off. In the 1660s, colonists in Carolina paid higher prices for servants than those in Barbados therefore merchants often by-passed the West Indian market. As captains had to fill the ship, sometimes the vessels had to change direction either to mainland American colonies or the Caribbean. Although depending on the year, the Caribbean was generally more popular and early passengers often demanded that the captain take them where they wanted to travel.




Chain migration

Some migrants arrived with capital and skills – namely the sons of the Galway tribes, old English gentry and merchant families. In the majority of cases, wealthier people arrived to conduct more profitable trading business through kinship networks. Irish migrants were scattered all across the Caribbean and North American colonies.




How many were there?

Although the British West Indies received a large influx of Irish settlers, no one knows exactly how many Irish people were transported. There are no official written records on exact numbers even though state papers continuously issued orders of transportation. Statistics and estimates vary as some of them include mainland American colonies or other people from the British Isles such as Scottish and English people. As is always the case, Irish people are not homogenous. They were Catholics (native Irish and old English) and Protestants (new English and Ulster-Scots), general indentured servants, convicts, as well as planters, colonial administrators and merchants.

An English economist William Petty estimates that one sixth of the adult males, some 34,000 men were transported out of Ireland and sold abroad in the aftermath of the 1649 conquest. Some historians suggest up to 60,000 Irish people were sent to the British West Indies by Cromwell around the 1650s. Between 1651 and 1660, it is estimated that up to 130,000 Irish people were transported to mainland America and the British West Indies. Another estimate suggests that there were around 190,000 white migrants before 1660 in the British West Indies and the mainland colonies while another report indicates between 4,000 and 12,000 were Irish people around this period.

According to another calculation, up to 12,000 Irish people had been present in the British West Indies by 1660 when there were about 50,000 African slaves. Moreover, a mobile population namely Irish soldiers and sailors also arrived in the Caribbean directly and indirectly from Ireland who were thought to have numbered up to 50,000. Various estimates suggest, those who were sent to the Caribbean and mainland American colonies were ranged between 50,000 and 100,000 from the Transportation Act in 1718 to the outbreak of the American Revolution in 1765.

Although there were indentured servants from Scotland and England, the Irish made up the largest part of this group. A report by Carl and Roberta Bridenbaugh wrote: ‘despite meager evidence it is difficult not to conclude that in the English West Indies in 1650, the Irish settlers constituted more than half of the entire population’.
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