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  DEAR YOUNG FRIENDS:

  Your Confirmation Day now belongs to the mighty Past, but it has lost none of its importance on that account. It remains one of the greatest events in your life’s history, let that be what it may. On Confirmation Day you publicly confessed your Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and took upon yourselves the solemn vow that, by God’s help, you would be faithful unto Him and His Church until death. That was a step of vast importance, and the day upon which it was taken should never be forgotten. With great interest you looked forward to that occasion; when you knelt before the sacred altar other hearts than yours were also filled with a sense of deep concern. Loving parents, whose eyes were dim with tears of joy and gratitude, anxiously witnessed the impressive scene, and their silent prayers, like guardian angels, hovered around your earnest vow as it ascended to the throne of the living God. Christian friends entreated the Savior in your behalf, and the kind pastor, who patiently instructed you in the way of Jesus, thanked God for your confession, and heartily invoked our Heavenly Father’s blessing upon you as the young servants of the Lord. And the whole Church still follows you with the earnest prayer that you may remain faithful and true.

  Yes, by the grace of God be true! This little volume is given you in remembrance of Confirmation Day, and is intended to remind you of the precious truths you have learned, and to call attention to your duties and privileges in the service of our Lord. You have now been received into full communion in the Church, and she expects you to be true in every respect. By means of these pages, we would encourage you on your way, and tender you such assistance as the Lord may enable us to give. As the greater portion of our young readers are yet under the care of their parents, we would begin by saying:


  I. BE TRUE TO YOUR PARENTS.

  Our Heavenly Father is a God of order. In the work of Creation one of His earliest acts was the establishment of order in everything. Every creature of God has been assigned a particular place, and each has its special duty to perform. That God may be glorified by the work of His hands, He continues to rule and govern all things according to His good pleasure. Every creature must obey its Creator, and one of the first lessons God gave to man was that of obedience. Gen. 2, 16. 17. Obedience is still demanded of us in every rank and station in life. We obey God by trying to walk in the order which He has arranged for our good. The Lord rules us, but He also employs the service of men in executing His will among us. God’s will is made known to us by means of His written Word; it assigns our duties according to the position we occupy in life. As the Word is for the direction of all, it does not fail to define the duties required of children, and the young ingeneral. This is done by many passages of Scripture and is expressly stated in the following words: “Honor thy father and mother; that it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth.” Eph. 6, 2. 3.

  This, as you have long since learned, is the fourth commandment, and do not forget that it is a sacred message sent unto you by the living God. It is the finger of the Lord pointing you to the way of obedience, and, at the same time, encouraging you with the promise that, if truly obedient, it shall be well with you. “Thou shalt honor thy father and thy mother,” saith the Lord. How often you have repeated these words while attending the lectures given by the pastor! Let them sink deeply into your hearts, and seek to practice the precious lessons they impart. By those familiar words you are taught to be true to your parents. The family is an institution of God, and all His laws concerning it are meant to be obeyed. Every family is a kind ot little kingdom over which the parents are the divinely appointed rulers. The parents are not only to supply the family with food and clothing, and provide the children with shelter until they are able to take care of themselves, but they are to rule and govern the household. This fact clearly implies obedience upon the part of the children, for the parents are not the rulers of the house unless the children are under their control. And that children are to be subject unto their parents is plainly taught by the example of Jesus, Luke 2, 51; St. Paul also writes: “Children, obey your parents in all things; for this is well-pleasing unto the Lord.” Col. 3, 20.

  The Scriptures strictly charge parents to bring up their children in the “nurture and admonition of the Lord.” Eph. 6, 4. God has made it the duty of your parents carefully to watch over you, and use every effort to keep you in the right way. You are not as able as they are to decide what is for your good, and years of experience enable them to see dangers where you think there are none. Many times when your parents correct you it is done to save you from errors and follies disclosed to them by sad and bitter experiences in their own youth. Through love, they seek to spare you from the pangs and sorrows that are sure to come upon you if left to choose the course you think best. If you live to be several years older, you will see many things in quite a different light from what you do now. Then you will be very thankful that you were not permitted to have your own way in the days of childhood and youth.

  We know that the young are usually full of vigor and life, and that even mild restraint is often distasteful to them. But proper discipline dare not be withheld on that account. If a young tree is allowed to follow its own inclinations it is almost certain to grow up faulty in shape. It must be carefully watched and trained, so as to correct all improper tendencies before the tree is too strongly set in its growth. Young people must be treated much like young trees; they need close attention while their habits and character are being formed. The Lord says: “Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old he will not depart from it.” Prov. 22, 6.

  Just as we see neglected trees grow up crooked and ill-shaped, we also see young people become settled in evil ways when not advised by older heads than theirs, and in love prevented from following the paths that they prefer. Do you not know many young persons of sorry habits and manners, and whose reputation is such as you would dread? Certainly you do. But why are those persons what they are? We can almost hear you reply, “Why, they never had the right training.” This is most likely the case. But, did you ever stop to think what you would probably be, had your parents been less strict with you? Human nature is pretty much alike the world over; it is always inclined to run in wrong channels, and if it chances to miss one evil course, it is certain to fall into another that is not much better.

  Young people are often heard grumbling and complaining when their wishes are opposed by their parents. They say: “Yes, other people’s children can do as they please, but we can’t; we have no privileges at all.” They feel real vexed about it, and sometimes are very much ashamed that they are not allowed to run hither and thither, as others are permitted to do. It is generally an easy matter to recognize the members of those families in which the children “do as they please,” and the marks by which they are known are mostly not very creditable, neither to the children nor to the parents. Have it said that you are “tied to your mother’s apron strings,” rather than be seen everywhere and with everybody, and run the great risk of falling into the “smart” ways so common among the untrained and badly trained youth. Ah, my young friends, you will see the day when you will be thankful for that very restraint of which you now complain. After years of observation and experience, you will view with alarm the dangers lurking along the paths that are so enticing to the average youth, and with sincere gratitude you will remember the strict discipline by which loving and faithful parents shielded you from destruction during the days of your early life.
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