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Introduction

CHOOSING the right name for your baby is a tall order. There are thousands of options to consider in this book, and yet you have to boil them all down to just one first name and one middle name. But what is it, exactly, that makes a name “right” for a child? There are lots of ways to slice this complex question. Maybe you're looking for a name that reflects your ethnic heritage, or perhaps you want to choose a name with a meaning that is particularly significant to you and your partner. Regardless of the criteria you use, the fact remains you're choosing something that will be your child's primary touchstone of identification. It's bound to feel a bit odd selecting something that will affect your baby in such an integral way, before he or she's even born!

The name you pick for your child is something that she will carry with her always and everywhere, for the rest of her life. Wow, there's a lot riding on that decision … So are you stressed out yet? Don't be. This book will help you to weigh up the many possibilities. In the following pages, you'll find boys' names and girls' names organized alphabetically, with names for each letter of the alphabet organized into three categories. As you read on, you'll learn if you're partial to tried and true classics; if you're prepared to make a slightly daring choice; or if you're ready to choose a name that will have your child living on the edge.

But that stuff is designed to help you make sense of all the choices, in order to find the name that you can live with. That still doesn't bring you any closer to finding the name that your child can live with. How do you figure that out? Ultimately, choosing a name your child can live with happily means choosing wisely. It entails weighing up possibilities carefully, not just jumping on the latest fad or following some silly celebrity's lead.

Of course, you want to be careful to consider how the first and middle names you choose sound together, and how those two names in combination sound with your last name. And then there's that major matter of nicknames. Do you or don't you want your child to be called by a particular nickname? Don't automatically assume that just because you call your child by his or her full name, everyone else will follow suit. If a name can be shortened, you can bet many people will shorten it. Of course, you're no mind reader, and you can't possibly anticipate every nickname that could someday come your child's way. All we're saying here is think logically, and then take your best shot. And remember that some kids are merciless teasers, and it's a pretty safe bet that a kid named Charles Brown is in for trouble.

That said, there's no denying that the names different cultures bestow upon their children vary tremendously. Baby names, like so many other cultural constructs, are quite subjective. You'll find myriad names from all sorts of ethnic backgrounds in these pages. Certainly, although some of them might be classified as “Living on the Edge” in this book, they might strike you as downright common if you are from that particular ethnic background. However, we have tried to present the names in this book according to the common standards that are most familiar to “typical” American culture, as we know it in this present day.

Ultimately, selecting a name for your baby is a very personal decision. You'll know it when a name feels right. Make this choice count. Also make sure the name you do pick means something to you so that someday, as he grows, your child can hold on to that meaning as well. Congratulations on the soon-to-be birth of your baby, and best of luck choosing the perfect name that you and your child can live with!


Part 1
BOYS' NAMES
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A

Tried and True Classics

AARON(Hebrew) Exalted; enlightened. The older brother of Moses, appointed by God to be his brother's keeper. Aaron has actually been one of the more popular names since the early days of the United States in the 1600s. Famous people from the past and present with the name include a vice-president, Aaron Burr, the American composer Aaron Copland, and the singer Aaron Neville. Variations: Aarao, Aharon, Arek, Aron, Aronek, Aronne, Aronos, Arran, Arren, Arrin, Arron.

ABRAHAM(Hebrew) Father of many. If the name Abraham conjures up an image of a wise old man to you, you may scoff at the idea of making an infant put up with the name until it fits, say, oh, in sixty years or so. But as more and more parents decide to give their children names that conjure up American history, Abraham will continue to have a growing place in baby names. Variations: Abe, Abrahamo, Abrahan, Abram, Abramo, Abran, Abrao, Avraham, Avram, Avrum.

ADAM(Hebrew) Man of the red earth. Adam was the first man who made it into the world, and his name has always been popular in many countries and in many religions. In this country, the popularity of Adam increased during the '60s. Adam West, who played Batman in that television series, undoubtedly served as the inspiration for many men named Adam today. Many parents pick the name for their first son. Variations: Adamec, Adamek, Adamh, Adamik, Adamka, Adamko, Adams, Adamson, Adamsson, Adan, Adao, Addam, Addams, Addamson, Addie, Addis, Addy, Adhamh, Adnet, Adnot

ADRIAN(Latin) Black; dark. Variations: Adrean, Adren.

AIDAN(Irish, Gaelic) Fiery. Aidan has become popular in recent years due to the success of the ice-blue-eyed actor Aidan Quinn. Sex and the City also brought the name back into the mainstream with Carrie's fiancé, Aidan.


The Most Popular Boys' Names from the 1940s

In the 1940s, the number one thing on most Americans' minds was World War II, and when it was going to be over. Parents-to-be in the 1940s chose simple no-nonsense names for their children—a clear indication of the serious tenor of the times. Following are the most popular boys' names during the 1940s:

1. James

2. John

3. Robert

4. William

5. Charles

6. David

7. Jerry

8. Thomas

9. Richard

10. José



ALAN(Irish, Gaelic) Fair; handsome; rock. Alan Carr, Alan Ladd, and Allen Ludden were popular TV and movie stars in the 1950s and 1960s. Today, famous Alans include Alan Jay Lerner, Alan Alda, and Alan Iverson. Variations: Ailean, Ailin, AI, Alain, Aland, Alano, Alanson, Alao, Alen, Alin, Allan, Allayne, Allen, Alleyn, Alleyne, Allin, Allon, Allyn, Alon, Alun.

ALBERT(Old English) Bright; brilliant. Variations: Alberto, Albie, Albin, AIbrecht.

ALDEN(English) Wise; old.

ALDRICH(English) An old and wise leader.

ALEXANDER(Greek) Protector; helper and defender of mankind. Alexander is one of those great, strong names that stands well on its own as well as in one of its many versions. So if you like the name as is, fine. If your boy later decides that he'd rather be called Alex, Alek, or chooses the wonderfully sensual Spanish name Alessandro, it's all possible. Famous Alexanders include Alexander the Great, Alexander Hamilton, actor Alec Baldwin, Alexander Haig, and Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn. Variations: Alasdair, Alastair, Alaster, Alec, Alejandro, Alejo, Alek, Alekos, Aleksander, Aleksandr, Alesandro, Alessandre, Alessandri, Alessandro, Alex, Alexandre, Alexandro, Alexandros, Alexei, Alexi, Alexio, Alik, Alisander, Alissander, Alissandre, Alistair, Alister, Alistir, Allistair, Allister, Allistir, Alsandair, Alsandare, Sacha, Sande, Sander, Sanders, Sanderson, Sandey, Sandie, Sandor, Sandy, Sascha, Sasha, Sashenka, Sashka (Russian), Saunders, Saunderson.

ALFRED(English) Elf; wise listener; counselor. Variation: Alfredo.

ALPHONSE(German) One who is ready to fight; noble. Variations: Alfonse, Alfonso, Alfonze, Alfonzo, Alonzo, Alphonso.

ALTON(English) One who lives in an old town.

ALVIN(German) Friend. A couple of generations ago, Alvin was a common choice among new parents for their infant sons. One famous Alvin is choreographer Alvin Ailey Variations: Ailwyn, Alion, Aluin, Aluino, Alva, Alvan, Alven, Alvie, Alvino, Alvy, Alvyn, Alwin, Alwyn, Alwynn, Aylwin.

AMOS(Hebrew) Strong one. Famous Amoses in the past have been named after the Book of Amos in the Old Testament; Amos was a prophet. Variations: Amotz, Amoz.

ANDRÉ(French) Manly. French version of Andrew. Variations: Ahndray, Andrae, Andray, Aundray

ANDREW(English) Manly; brave. Andrew has always been a popular name for boys in this century, not only in English but in many languages. The name Andrew conjures up both dignity and informality, traits that served United States presidents Andrew Johnson and Andrew Jackson. Other famous Andrews include Andy Warhol, Andrew Wyeth, Andy Griffith, Prince Andrew, Andy Rooney, and Andrew Carnegie. Variations: Aindrea, Aindreas, Anders, Andi, Andonis, Andor, Andre, Andreas, Andrei, Andres, Andrey, Andy.

ANGELO(primarily Italian; also Greek, Portuguese, Spanish) Messenger; angel. Though the name Angel used to be the most popular form of this name, Angelo has come into favor because Angel has been used more often as a girls' name. Variation: Angel.

ANGUS(Scottish, Gaelic) Only or unique choice. Variation: Aengus.

ANTHONY(Latin) Praiseworthy; valuable. Saint Anthony was a hermit who lived in the third century in what is today Italy; he is the patron saint for poor people. Today, even though the name Anthony may often conjure up images of Little Italy and doo-wop singers in the 1950s, it is one of the more popular names of the last twenty-five years. A list of famous people who have Anthony as their first names is a veritable Who's Who of class: Anthony Quinn, Anthony Hopkins, Anton Chekhov, and Anthony Perkins. Variations: Andonios, Andonis, Anntoin, Antin, Antoine, Anton, Antone, Antonello, Antoney, Antoni, Antonin, Antonino, Antonio, Antonius, Antons, Antony, Antos.

ARMAND(German) Man of the army. Variations: Arman, Armande, Armando, Armin, Armon, Armond, Armonde, Armondo.

ARNOLD(German) Strong as an eagle. This definition could certainly describe one of this century's most famous golfers, Arnold Palmer. Undoubtedly, Arnold Schwarzenegger has also helped to rejuvenate the reputation of this name and its popularity in American culture and among its boys. Variations: Arnaud, Arne, Arnie, Arno, Arnolde, Arnoldo.

ARTHUR(Celtic) Bear; rock. Although Arthur is not a common name today, it was used in the early part of the century with some frequency. With its Celtic origin, most people will associate this name with King Arthur. Who wouldn't want to be named after royalty? Other famous Arthurs include Arthur Ashe, Art Linkletter, and playwright Arthur Miller. Variations: Art, Artair, Arte, Artek, Artie, Artis, Arto, Artur, Arturo, Arty, Atur.

AUGUST(Latin) Worthy of respect. Variations: Agostino, Agosto, Aguistin, Agustin, Agustino, Augie, Augustin, Augustine, Augustino, Augusta, Augustus, Augy.

AUSTIN(English) Majestic. Austin, along with its variants, is currently one of the more popular names. Especially with the recent newfound popularity of writer Jane Austen, this name seems to be at the forefront of an explosion in “veddy British” names on these shores. Austin has recently held the honor of being the most popular name for newborn boys in a few of the western U.S. states. Famous Austins are still few and far between, until those in the current crop hit their stride. Variations: Austen, Austyn.

AVERY(English) Counselor. This name fits tidily into the trend of naming a baby after a town or place, and also as an androgynous name that suits both boys and girls equally well.

Slightly Daring Choices

ABDUL(Arabic) Servant of God.

ABEL(Hebrew) Breathing spirit or breath. In the Bible, Abel was the second son of Adam.

ABNER(Hebrew) Father of light. Biblical. Variations:
Aviner, Avner.

ACE(English) Unity. Nickname given to one who excels. It's also the name of a member of the rock group Kiss.

ACTON(English) Town in Great Britain.

ADAIAH(Hebrew) Witness of God. Variations: Adaia, Adaya.

ADDISON(English) Son of Adam.

ADE(African: Nigerian) Royal.

ADLAI(Hebrew) God's justice.

ADLER(English) An eagle.

ADMON(Hebrew) Red peony.

ADONIAH(Hebrew) The Lord is my God. Variations: Adonia, Adonijah, Adoniya, Adoniyah.

ADONIS(Greek) Handsome.

ADRIEL(Hebrew) God's flock.

AHMAD(Arabic) More deserving. Variation: Ahmed.

AJANI(African: Nigerian) He fights for possession.

AKELA(Hawaiian) Noble. Variation: Asera.

ALASTAIR(Greek) One who rules. Variation: Alister.

ALBANY(English) The city.

ALI(Arabic) Elevated; kind.

ALLARD(English, French) Brave; noble one.

AMADEUS(Latin) Beloved of God. Of course this name was popularized in the mid-'80s movie Amadeus about the composer Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart. Will your child turn out to be a prodigy if you give him this name? Variations: Amadeo, Amado.

AMBROSE(English) Immortal being.

AMMAR(Arabic) Long life.

ANASTASIO(Italian) Resurrection. Variation: Anastasius.

ANSEL(French) One who follows a nobleman. Variations: Ancel, Anselm.

ANSON(English) Son of Anne. Anson can also mean son of God. A famous Anson is actor Anson Williams, who played Potsy on Happy Days. Variations: Annson, Ansson.


Creating a Name from Scratch

Okay, maybe you've been reading through the names in this book, but nothing's hit you yet. Perhaps you're not looking for a name that's just “unusual”—you want a name that goes beyond the realm of typical conventionalities.

Well, you could make up your own unique name by creating a word that doesn't mean anything, or you could use a word that is a name for something else—just not usually a person. That's how the fad for naming babies after geographic places came about. One day out of the blue, a couple named their son or daughter Montana, and someone else heard it and thought it was a good idea. Now, while Montana isn't exactly commonplace, these days people don't look at you funny when you tell them it's the name you've chosen for your little girl.

If you want to give your baby a newly created name, you might start by looking around you at the things that really mean the most. Choosing a name that represents something close to your heart is a great way to transfer that love to your new baby.

Just be careful that you don't go too far out on a limb here. Just because you think “Nirvana” embodies everything you're aiming for with a name—maybe for you, having a baby is just like Heaven, or maybe you're just a huge fan of the band—that doesn't mean the kids in school will share your sentiments someday!



APOLLO(Greek) Manly; destroyer. Apollo, the god of medicine and healing, is known as one of the more powerful Greek gods. He is best known for flying through the sky in a chariot and giving a famous oratory at Delphi. Variations: Apollon, Apollos, Apolo.

ARCHER(English) Bowman; archer. Variations: Archibald, Archie, Archy.

ARDEN(Celtic) Eager.

ARES(Greek) The god of war.

ARI(Hebrew) Lion. Variation: Arie.

ARISTOTLE(Greek) Superior. The Greek philosopher who was known only by his first name was the most famous example of Aristotle until Jacqueline Kennedy married the Greek shipping tycoon Aristotle Onassis. Variations: Ari, Arie, Arri, Ary.

ARLEN(Irish, Gaelic) Pledge; oath. Variations: Arlan, Arlin, Arlyn.

ARLO(Spanish) Bayberry tree. Even though the only Arlo you may have heard of is Arlo Guthrie, the name is actually a common Italian version of Charles.

ARMON(Hebrew) High place.

ARMSTRONG(English) One who has a strong arm.

ARRIO(Spanish) Fierce; warlike. Variations: Ario, Arryo, Aryo.

ARSENIO(Greek) Virile; masculine. The first time you probably ever heard this name was when you got your first glimpse of talk show host Arsenio Hall.

ARTEMUS(Greek) One who follows Artemis, the Greek goddess of the hunt. Variations: Artemas, Artemis, Artimas, Artimis, Artimus.

ASAD(Arabic) More fortunate. Variation: Assad.

ASHBY(English) Ash tree farm. Variations: Ash, Ashbey, Ashbie, Ashburn.

ASHER(Hebrew) Happy. Asher was one of Jacob's sons in the Bible. Variations: Anschel, Anshel, Anshil, Ashu.

ASHLIN(English) Ash trees that encircle a pond. Variation: Ashlen.

ASHTON(English) Town with ash trees. Actor Ashton Kutcher is quickly making this unique name popular. It will probably be even more popular when his die-hard fans have children of their own in ten or fifteen years.

ASRIEL(Hebrew) Prince of God.

ATLEY(English) Meadow. Variations: Atlea, Atlee, Atleigh, Attlee, Attleigh, Attley.

AVERILL(English) Fighting boar. Variations: Ave, Averel, Averell, Averil, Averyl, Averyll, Avrel, Avrell, Avrill, Avryll.

AVIRAM(Hebrew) My father is strong. Variation: Abiram.

AZRAEL(Hebrew, Greek) Help from God. Variation: Azriel

Living on the Edge

AADI(Hindu) Beginning.

ABBA(Hebrew) Father.

ABDAL KARIM(Arabic) One who serves the generous one. Variations: Abdel Kerim, Abdel Krim.

ABDAL RAHIM(Arabic) One who serves the compassionate. Variations: Abder Rahim, Abdul Rahim.

ABDAL SALAM(Arabic) One who serves peace. Variations: Abdel Salam, Abdul Salam, Abdus Salam.

ABDUL JABBAR(Arabic) Servant of the mighty.

ABDUL KARIM(Arabic) Servant of a generous man. Variation: Abdul Kareem.

ACESTES(Greek) Mythological Trojan king.

ACHAIUS(Irish) Horseman.

ACHILLES(Greek) The mythological hero who appears in Homer's Iliad, where he successfully fights the Trojans. His mother helped to make him unbeatable when she held him by the ankle and submerged him in the River Styx. His ankle was the only part of him that could be injured, which is why today we refer to that part of the anatomy as an Achilles'heel.

ACHIYA(Hebrew) God is my brother. Variations: Achiyahu, Ahia, Ahiah.

ACTAEON(Greek) Ancient mythological figure.

ADAMNAN(Irish) Little Adam. Variation: Adhamhnan.

ADAMYA(Hindu) Difficult.

ADAR(Syrian) Ruler or prince; (Hebrew) noble; fiery.

ADEBEN(African: Ghanian) Twelfth-born son.

ADIKA(African: Ghanian) First child from second husband.

ADIL(Arabic) Fair.

ADITYA(Hindu) The sun. Variation: Aaditva.

ADIV(Hebrew) Gentle.

ADOLPH(German) Noble wolf. Variations: Adolf, Adolfo, Adolphe.

AEACUS(Greek) Son of Zeus.

AILESH(Hindu) King of all.

AILILL(Irish) Sprite.

AINMIRE(Irish) Great lord.

AISEA(Polynesian) God saves.

AKE(Scandinavian) Ancestor. Variation: Age.

AKIHITO(Japanese) Bright.

AKONIIA(Hawaiian) The Lord is my God. Variation: Adoniia

ALGOT(Scandinavian) Last name.

ALITZ(Hebrew) Happy. Variation: Aliz.

ALLON(Hebrew) Oak tree. Variation: Alon.

ALOIKI(Hawaiian) Famous war. Variation: Aloisi.

ALPHEUS(Greek) God of the river.

ALTAIR(Greek) Bird.

AMARIAH(Hebrew) God has spoken. Variations: Amaria, Amariahu, Amarya, Amaryahu.

AMASA(Hebrew) Hardship. Variations: Amasai, Amasia, Amasiah, Amasya.

AMIRAM(Hebrew) Powerful country.

ANAD(Hindu) God. Variation: Anaadi.

ANAEL(Greek) Guardian for Librans.

ANANYA(Hindu) Unique.

APIA(Hawaiian) God is my father. Variation: Abia.

ARCAS(Greek) The son of Jupiter and Callisto.

ARNOST(Czech) Determined.

ARUN(Cambodian) Sun.

ARVIN(German) Friend of the people. People might recognized this name from actor Arvin Sloane in the popular television series Alias. Variations: Arv, Arvid, Arvie, Arvy, Arwin, Arwyn.

ATID(Thai) Sun.

AULAY(Scottish) Forefather.

AXEL(Scandinavian) Father of peace; reward from God. Axel is a common name in both Norway and Sweden, but the first that Americans got wind of the name was from the lead singer of the rock group Guns 'N Roses, Axl Rose. Variations: Aksel, Ax, Axe, Axell, Axil, Axill, Axl.

AZAD(Turkish) Free.

AZIEL(Hebrew) God is my power.

AZIM(Arabic) Defender. Variations: Aseem, Asim, Azeem.


Learn a Lesson from Celebrities' Baby Names

Most of us know that those Hollywood types have a penchant for the unusual. No surprise, then, that many stars choose unusual names for their kids. But there's a fine line between unusual and just plain outlandish. Case in point: By now, anyone who hasn't been living under a rock probably knows that actress Gwyneth Paltrow and her husband, Coldplay rocker Chris Martin, named their daughter Apple Blythe Alison. What would make these parents mess with a perfectly lovely name like “Blythe Alison” by affixing the name of a fruit in front of it. Maybe she's the Apple of their eyes, but who else will see things that way?

Here are some other bizarre celebrity baby names, guaranteed to get you to think twice about making the same kinds of mistakes:

ZOWIE BOWIE

MOON UNIT and DWEEZIL ZAPPA

SAGE MOONBLOOD STALLONE

PILOT INSPEKTOR LEE

CRUMPET COHEN

DIEZELKY LEWIS

JAZ ELLE AGASSI

BANJO PATRICK TAYLOR

RYDER RUSSELL ROBINSON(Okay, this one's not so bad, but maybe Kate Hudson and Chris Robinson could have let up a little on the alliteration.)

These are just some of the many silly celebrity names, which just goes to show that in spite of all that Hollywood money and beauty, there's no accounting for taste—or brains, apparently.




B

Tried and True Classics

BAILEY(English) This name has also become popular for girls in the last decade; it originally meant a steward or bailiff Variations: Bailee, Bailie, Baillie, Baily, Baylee, Bayley, Bayly.

BALDWIN(German) Brave friend. Variations: Bald, Baldovino, Balduin, Baldwinn, Baldwyn, Baldwynn, Balldwin, Baudoin.

BARCLAY(English) Valley of the birches. Variations: Barcley, Barklay, Barkley, Barklie, Barrclay.

BARRY(Gaelic) Pointed object; spear. Barry is also increasingly being used as a girls' name with the spelling of Barrie. The name, however, is not as popular as it was a couple of decades ago. Variation: Barrymore.

BARTHOLOMEW(English) Farmer's son. The basic version of this English surname may be given as a first name, usually after a family member. There are countless derivatives that come from Bartholomew, which was the name of one of the twelve apostles. Today, the most famous celebrity who goes by a shortened version of Bartholomew is none other than Bart Simpson. Variations: Bart, Bartel, Barth, Barthel, Barthelemy, Barthelmy, Barthlomeo, Bartholome, Bartholomieu, Bartlett, Bartoli, Bartolo, Bartolomeo, Bartram.

BEAU(French) Beautiful. Variation: Bo.

BENJAMIN(Hebrew) In the Bible Benjamin was the youngest son of Jacob. The name translates to son of my right hand. The name Benjamin has become extremely popular in recent years, but it has been a great American staple since the days of Benjamin Franklin. Other famous Benjamins include Benjamin Disraeli and Dr. Benjamin Spock. Variations: Benejamen, Beniamino, Benjaman, Benjamen, Benjamino, Benjamon, Benji, Benjie, Benjiman, Benjimen, Benjy, Bennie, Benny, Minyamin, Minyomei, Minyomi.

BERNARD(German) Brave. Bernard has a long and illustrious history, even though it is not frequently on the top fifty lists. Two saints from medieval days went by the name Bernard, as does the heroic type of dog that is considered to be the patron saint for hikers. Variations: Barnard, Barbnardo, Barney, Barnhard, Barnhardo, Barnie, Barny, Bernardas, Bernardal, Bernardin, Bernardino, Bernardo, Bernardyn, Bernhard, Bemhardo, Bernie, Berny Burnard.

BERT(English) Bright light. Bert is more common in the United States as a shortened version of Robert, Gilbert, and other names that end in “-bert.” Famous Berts include Burt Reynolds, Burt Lancaster, Burt Bachrach, and the bestfriend of Ernie. Variations: Berthold, Bertie, Bertold, Bertolde, Berty Burt, Burtt, Burty.

BILL(English) Bill is rarely a given first name. It is a variation of the more formal name William, which most parents of “Bills” choose to name their boys. Variations: Billy, Byll.

BLAINE(Gaelic) Thin. Blaine is also used as a girls' name. Variations: Blain, Blane, Blayne.

BLAIR(English) Flat piece of land. Like Blaine, Blair is also commonly given to girls. Variations: Blaire, Blayr, Blayre.

BLAKE(English) This name could be given to both boys and girls and, strangely enough, could mean either light or dark. Blake is a name that became synonymous with the most famous TV character of the '80s, Dynasty's Blake Carrington, who was played by John Forsythe. The husband of actress Julie Andrews, Blake Edwards, has long been known for his offbeat movies. Variations: Blaike, Blayke.

BOB(English) Bright; famous. Like its common counterpart Bill, Bob is rarely given as the name that will appear on the birth certificate; Robert is typically the given name of choice. Famous Bobs include singer Bob Dylan and the late comedian Bob Hope. Variations: Bobbey, Bobbie, Bobby.

BORIS(Slavic) Warrior. Boris is one of those names that brings up memories of Saturday-morning cartoons or monster movies. Famous Borises include Boris Karloff, Boris Pasternak, Boris Yeltsin, and Boris Becker. Variations: Boriss, Bonis, Borys.

BOYD(Gaelic) Blonde. Variation: Boid.

BRADFORD(English) A wide stream. Variations: Brad, Brad-burn, Braddford, Bradfurd.

BRADLEY(English) A wide meadow. Bradley is one of those na mes that seems to always skirt the edge between extreme popularity and obsolescence. The name is undoubtedly popular today due to the fame of movie star Brad Pitt. Variations: Brad, Bradlea, Bradlee, Bradleigh, Bradlie, Bradly.

BRADSHAW(English) Wide forest.

BRADY(English) Wide island.

BRANDON(English) Sword; hill afire. Brandon is one of those names that appears to be suddenly cool. Famous Brandons include Brandon Cruz, who played Bill Bixby's son in the TV show The Courtship of Eddie's Father, and network heads Brandon Tartikoff and Brandon Stoddard. Variations: Bran, Brandan, Branden, Brandin, Brandyn.

BRENDAN(Irish, Gaelic) Little raven. Famous Brendans include Brendan Gill, Brendan Fraser, and Brendan Behan. Brendan was also an Irish saint nicknamed “The Voyager,” who, rumor has it, was the first Irishman to sail to America. Variations: Brenden, Brendin, Brendon.

BRENNAN(Irish) Raven. Variation: Brennen, Breneon.

BRENT(English) Mountaintop. Though Brent is very popular today, it has been used as a first name only for the last fifty years or so. Famous Brents include Brent Musburger, Brent Scowcroft, and the fictional character Brent Tarleton. Variations: Brentan, Brentin, Brenton, Brentyn.

BRETT(English) British man. Brett is a name that is more popular in Australia than it is on these shores. Brett is also frequently used as a girls' name today, which unlike many popular androgynous names, hasn't diminished its popularity among boys. Famous Bretts include authors Bret Harte and Bret Easton Ellis, and James Garner's cowboy character, Bret Maverick. Variations: Bret, Brette, Bretton, Brit, Britt.

BRIAN(Irish, Gaelic) Brave; virtuous. If English names are currently popular among American parents-to-be, Irish names are a close second, and Brian leads the pack. Brian seems to be popular because it's a solid name with lots of possibilities for variety, yet it has a bit of a lilt to it, and it doesn't seem overexposed—yet. There are many famous Brians, including Brian Wilson, Brian Boitano, Bryan Ferry, Brian De Palma, and Brian Dennehy. Variations: Briano, Brien, Brion, Bryan, Bryon.

BRODERICK(Scottish) Brother. Variations: Brod, Broddy, Broderic, Brodric, Brodrick.

BRODY(Scottish) Second son. Variations: Brodee, Brodey, Brodi, Brodie.

BRONSON(English) Dark man's son. With the popularity of other boys' names that start with “B-r-” and have two syllables, Bronson certainly seems like a candidate for an increase in usage. Actor Bronson Pinchot may help further the cause. Variations: Bron, Bronnson, Bronsen, Bronsin, Bronsonn, Bronsson.

BRUCE(English) Thick brush. Variations: Brucey, Brucie.

BRYCE(Celtic) Swift moving; ambitious; go-getter. Variation: Brice.

Slightly Daring Choices

BAIRD(Irish) A traveling singer. Variations: Bard, Barde, Barr, Bayerd, Bayrd.

BAKER(English) One whose job is to bake. Last name. Variations: Bax, Baxter.

BALDER(English) Brave warrior; (Scandinavian) Prince. Variations: Baldur, Baudier.

BALDRIC(German) Brave ruler. Variations: Baldrick, Baudric.

BALIN(Hindu) Soldier. Balin is also the name of the monkey king in Hindu mythology, who is said to be able to instantly weaken any of his enemies by just wishing it. Variation: Bali.


Political Names

Look at a list of past U.S. presidents as well as other politicians who have made the news in the last couple of decades, and you'll see that as far as their names go, plain works. James, John, and William are the names that have appeared more than once on the list of presidential names. On the other hand, there are some vice-presidents who never made it to the top spot. Could it be because of their names? Just think about Garret, Levi, and Schuyler. So does that mean you should stay away from Spiro if you've got political aspirations for your child?



BALLARD(German) Mighty.

BALTHASAR(Greek) One of the Three Kings of Christmas. Variation: Balta.

BANAN(Irish) White.

BARKER(English) Shepherd.

BARNES(English) The barns.

BARNETT(English) Baronet.

BARON(English) Warrior. Variation: Barron.

BARTON(English) Field of barley.

BASIL(English) Royal. The great British actor Basil Rathbone is the most famous person to have come along with this name, but the Catholic Church also has its own Saint Basil. Variations: Basile, Basilio, Basilios, Basilius, Bazil, Bazyl.

BASSETT(English) Short person. Because the most popular usage of Bassett in this country excepting its service as a last name, is as the name of a hound, the name hasn't become as popular as it could be, given the great interest in giving today's American babies British names. Variation: Basset.

BEACAN(Irish) Small. Variations: Beag, Bee, Becan.

BEACHER(English) Near beech trees. Variations: Beach, Beachy, Beecher, Beechy.

BEAL(French) Handsome. Variations: Beale, Beall, Beals.

BECK(English) Brook.

BELA(Czech) White. The most famous person with this name is legendary actor Bela Lugosi.

BELDON(English) Beautiful valley. Variations: Belden, Beldin, Bellden, Belldon.

BELLAMY(English) Handsome companion. Variations: Belamy, Bell, Bellamey, Bellamie.

BENEDICT(Latin) Blessed. Though the Benedict that Americans most commonly remember is the Revolutionary War traitor Benedict Arnold, the name was actually given to fifteen different popes. And in his play Much Ado about Nothing, Shakespeare used the name for a bachelor who married with great hesitation. Some parents have been choosing Benedict as an alternative to the prospect of their child's facing kindergarten rooms filled with Benjamins—the names are similar but Benedict may be more distinctive. Variations: Bence, Benci, Bendek, Bendict, Bendix, Benedek, Benedetto, Benedick, Benedicto, Benedictus, Benedik, Benedikt, Benito.

BENNETT(English) Formal version of Benedict. Variations: Benet, Benett, Bennet.

BENSON(English) Son of Ben. Last name. Variations: Bensen, Benssen, Bensson.

BENTLEY(English) Meadow. Though Bentley had its origins as a name for boys, it is starting to catch on among girls as well. Parents who dream of great things for their children-including fancy cars—may opt for the name Bentley Variations: Bentlea, Bentlee, Bentlie.

BENTON(English) Town in Britain.

BERGER(French) Shepherd.

BERKELEY(English) Last name. Town in Britain. Berkeley is also sometimes used as a girls' name. Parents who attended the University of California at Berkeley or the Berklee School of Music in Boston may choose this name for their child as a way to influence later career choices. Variations: Barcley, Barklay, Barkley, Barklie, Berkley.

BERTRAM(German) Brightly colored raven. Variations: Bert, Bertrand.

BEVAN(Welsh) A son of a man named Evan. Its usage today is becoming popular among parents who like the name Evan, but are looking for something a little different. Variations: Beavan, Beaven, Beven, Bevin, Bevon.

BING(German) This literally means a hollow in the earth that's shaped like a pot; also, a type of cherry. Although the most famous person known by this name had the last name of Crosby, his birth name was actually Harry.

BIRCH(English) A tree. The most famous American with this name was the senator Birch Bayh. If nature names ever catch on again the way they did in the 1970s, an arbor-loving family might decide to name all their children after trees. Variations: Birk, Burch.

BIRNEY(English) Brook with an island. Variations: Birnie, Birny, Burney, Burnie.

BISHOP(English) Bishop.

BJORN(Scandinavian) Bear.

BLAISE(Latin) Stutterer. Variations: Blaize, Blase, Blayse, Blayze, Blaze.

BLAKELY(English) Dark or light meadow. Variations: Blakelee, Blakeley Blakelie.

BLISS(English) Joy.

BLYTHE(English) Happy. Variation: Blithe.

BOAZ(Hebrew) Quick. Boaz is an obscure name from the Old Testament, and although the last time it appeared with any regularity in this country was during the seventeenth century, it does seem to be making tiny inroads among American parents who are looking for something that's completely different, but can be shortened to a familiar nickname: Bo. Variations: Boas, Boase.

BODEN(French) One who delivers the news. Variations: Bodin, Bowden, Bowdoin.

BOGART(French) Strength of a bow. Of course, the most famous Bogart went by the name Humphrey, and even though it appears most often as a last name in this country, Bogart is gaining in popularity as a first name. Variations: Bogey, Bogie, Bogy.

BOOKER(English) Slang for the Bible. One famous American with this name was Booker T. Washington.

BOONE(French) Good.

BORDEN(English) Boar's house. Variations: Bordin, Bordon.

BOSTON(English) Named for the capital city of Massachusetts.

BOWIE(Gaelic) Blond. Famous Bowies include David Bowie; Bowie Kuhn, a past commissioner of baseball; and the Bowie knife, named for its inventor, Colonel James Bowie.

BRADEN(English) Broad meadow. Variations: Bradon, Braeden, Brayden, Braydon.

BRAM(Gaelic) Raven. Variations: Bramm, Bran, Brann.

BRAN(Welsh) Raven.

BREWSTER(English) Brewer. Variation: Brewer.

BRIGHAM(English) Village near a bridge. Variations: Brigg, Briggs.

BROCK(English) Badger. Variations: Broc, Brockley.

BRUNO(German) Dark-skinned. Variation: Bruns.

BRYDEN(English) Town in Britain.

BRYSON(English) Nobleman's son.

BUCKLEY(English) Meadow where deer graze. Variations: Bucklie, Buckly.

BUDDY(English) Friend. Buddy, along with its derivatives, has rarely been the name that appears on a baby's birth certifÃ–cate; its common usage is as a nickname, which such notables as actors Bud Abbott and Buddy Ebsen, and football coach Bud Anderson picked up. Variations: Bud, Budd, Buddey, Buddie.

BURGESS(English) Citizen. Variations: Burges, Burgiss.

BURKE (French) Fortress dweller. Variations: Berk, Berke, Birk, Birke, Bourke, Burk.

BURTON(English) Fort. Variations: Bert, Burt.

BYRON(English) Cow barn. Variation: Biron.

Living on the Edge

BABAR(Hindu) Lion. Variation: Baber.

BACCHUS(Latin) God of wine.

BACHIR(Hebrew) Oldest son.

BADAR(Arabic) Full moon.

BADEN(English) Last name.

BAINBRIDGE(English) Bridge. Variations: Bain, Baynbridge, Bayne, Baynebridge.

BALFOUR(Gaelic) Grazing land. Town in northern Scotland. Variations: Balfor, Balfore.

BARDOLF(English) Wolf that wields an ax. Variations: Bardolph, Bardou, Bardoul, Bardulf, Bardulph.

BARDRICK(German) Soldier with an ax. Variation: Bardric.

BAREND(Scandinavian) Firm bear.

BARNABAS(Hebrew) Comfort. If you were an aficionado of afternoon TV in the late '60s, you undoubtedly were familiar with the spooky soap opera Dark Shadows, and its resident vampire, Barnabas Collins. Another famous Barnabas was Barnaby Jones, a TV detective in the '70s. Variations: Barnabie, Barnabus, Barnaby, Barnebas, Barney, Barnie, Burnaby.

BARNUM(English) A baron's home. Variation: Barnham.

BEANON(Irish) Good. Variations: Beinean, Beineon, Binean.

BENAIAH(Hebrew) God builds. Variations: Benaya, Benayahu.

BERDY(Russian) Very smart.

BERTIN(Spanish) Good friend. Variation: Berton.

BERWIN(English) Friend at harvest time. Variations: Berwyn, Berwynn, Berwynne.

BEVERLY(English) A stream of beavers. Beverly is more commonly a girls' name. Just don't do this to your son! Variations: Beverlee, Beverleigh, Beverley.

BEVIS(French) A town in France, though a recent popular variation of the spelling—Beavis, from MTV's Beavis and Butthead cartoon—will probably make you think twice about giving your baby boy this name. Variations: Beauvais, Beavis.

BIALAS(Polish) White. Variation: Bialy.

BIRKETT(English) Area with birch trees. Variations: Birket, Birkit, Birkitt, Burket, Burkett, Burkitt.

BONIFACE(Latin) Fortunate. Variations: Bonifacio, Bonifacius.

BOYNE(Irish) White cow. Variations: Boine, Boyn.

BRANDEIS(German) One who dwells in a land burned by fire.

BRASIL(Irish) War. Variations: Brazil, Breasal, Bresal, Bressal.

BRYCHAN(Welsh) Speckled.

BRYNMOR(Welsh) Great hill. Variation: Bryn.

BUCK(English) Male deer. Buck Owens and Buck Henry are two famous men with this name, which in Greek is defined as “weaver,” but because of its stag-like association, some parents will shy away. It's not too bad until you realize the many nicknames your child might be called like Bucky or Buck Tooth. Variations: Buckey, Buckie, Bucky.

BURLEIGH(English) Town in Britain. Variations: Burley Burile, Byrleigh, Byrley.

BURNABY(Norse) Warrior's land.

BURNE(English) Brook. Town in Britain. Variations: Bourn, Bourne, Bourne, Burn, Byrn, Byrne, Byrnes.

BURNELL(French) Small child with brown hair. Variation: Burnel.

BUSBY(Scottish) Village in the forest.


Angelic Names

The word “angel” means “messenger” in the Bible, and angels appear in both the Old and New Testaments. The most well-known angels are:

GABRIEL:Guardian angel of fire, Gabriel is a messenger of God. In the Bible, he appears to the prophet Daniel in the Old Testament and to Elizabeth and Zecchariah in the New Testament, announcing the birth of their son, John the Baptist. Perhaps most importantly, Gabriel is the angel who visits Mary to announce she will bear a son, Jesus.

MICHAEL:Guardian angel of the threshold, St. Jude describes Michael as the archangel, or chief angel (Jude 9). In the Book of Revelation, Michael leads the angels in Heaven in a battle against the devil, and he is credited with throwing Satan out of Heaven (Rev. 12: 7–9). Michael is also described as Israel's guardian angel in the Book of Daniel.

RAPHAEL:The angel Raphael appears in the Book of Tobit, which is accepted as part of the Catholic, Anglican, and Orthodox Bibles, although not the Protestant Bible.

Following are some other angels' names that might not sound quite so familiar to you:

ATTARIB:Guardian angel of winter.

TORQUARET:Guardian angel of autumn.

TUBIEL:Guardian angel of summer.

ZADKIEL:Guardian angel of benevolence, mercy, and memory.




C

Tried and True Classics

CALEB(Hebrew) Brave; dog. Caleb was a popular name among Puritans in the United States, since the Biblical Caleb was one of the people who spent time wandering with Moses on his excursion in the wilderness. Starting in the nineteenth century, common usage of the name began to fall off. However, in the current trend to look for baby names that are traditional yet different, the prevalence of Caleb among American boys has grown. Variations: Cale, Kalb, Kaleb.

CALVIN(English) Bald. There have been a wide variety of Calvins who have been on the pinnacle of fame since the twentieth century began. The great thing about them is that they're all radically different from one another: Calvin Coolidge, Calvin Klein, Cal Ripken, and last but not least, Calvin of the late, great comic strip “Calvin and Hobbes.” Variations: Cal, Calvino, Kalvin.

CAMERON(Gaelic) Crooked nose or river. Variation: Camron.

CAMPBELL(Gaelic) Crooked mouth. Variations: Cam, Camp.

CARL(English) Man. Carl is one of those names that rolls off the tongue and sounds like it has more than one syllable. Famous Carls include Carl Sagan, Carl Sandburg, and Carl Bernstein. Variation: Karl.

CARLETON(English) Farmer's land. Variations: Carlton, Charleton.

CARLOS(Spanish) Man. Spanish version of Charles. Variations: Carlino, Carlo, Carolo.

CARMINE(Latin) Garden. Variations: Carmel, Carmelo.

CARROLL(English) Man. Version of Charles. Though Carol is more popular as a girls' name, it does seem to be making inroads into the male side of the chart, which is where it originally started out. Famous Carrolls include actors Carroll O'Connor and Carroll Spinney, who plays Big Bird on Sesame Street. Variations: Caroll, Carolus, Carrol, Caryl.

CARSON(English) Son who lives in a swamp. Popular MTV veejay Carson Daly has brought this name to the mainstream. Variation: Karsen.

CARTER(English) Driver of the cart. President Carter may be responsible for this surname catching on as a first name among both boys and girls.

CASEY(Irish) Observant. Popular among both girls and boys, Casey is being chosen by many parents today because it sounds like a name that suits both a kid and an adult. Some names are great for children but falter when you try them out on an adult, and vice versa. Casey works well for all ages, and both sexes, which will only continue to contribute to its popularity. Famous Caseys include Casey Stengel, Casey Kasem, and infamous engineer Casey Jones. Variations: Cacey, Cayce, Caycey, Kasey.

CASSIDY(Irish) Smart. It literally translates from O'Caiside, which means one who dwells in an area of Ireland called Caiside. Caiside itself means bent love, which somehow turned into smart. Cassidy is another wildly popular name for both boys and girls that may have begun to bloom at the peak of the TV show The Partridge Family, back in the 1970s. Variation: Cassady.

CECIL(English) Blind. Famous Cecils include Cecil B. de Mille, Cecil Taylor, and the companion of Beany in the children's cartoon called Beany and Cecil. Variations: Cecilio, Cecilio, Cecillus, Celio.

CEDRIC(Welsh) Leader of war. Variations: Cedrick, Cedrych.

CHAD(English) Protector. Strong, one-syllable names became popular for a while in the late '60s and early '70s, mostly owing to TV actors with such names. Among the most popular was Chad Everett of the show Medical Center. Variations: Chadd, Chadwick.

CHANDLER(English) Candle maker. This name has become popular in the last few years, due perhaps to its appearance as first and last names among both male and female TV characters. The most notable character is Chandler Bing from the hit TV series Friends.

CHARLES(English) Man. Charles has spawned a number of variations in all cultures throughout the centuries. The name has a rich and varied history, as the name of the patron saint of Catholic bishops, cartoon characters, and a slew of actors, from Charles Bronson to Charlie Chan. Other famous Charleses include Chick Corea, Charles Darwin, Charley Weaver, Charles Dickens, and Charlie Chaplin. Variations: Charley, Charlie, Chas, Chaz, Chick, Chip, Chuck.

CHESTER(English) Campsite. Chester seems to be a fussy name that conjures up Victorian tea in the afternoons and bow ties. What's more popular, however, is one of Chester's nicknames: Chet. Chet Huntley and Chet Atkins are two celebrities with the name. Variations: Cheston, Chet.

CHRISTIAN(Greek) Anointed one; Christ. Variations: Chresta, Chris, Christiaan, Christianos, Chrystian, Cris, Kris, Kriss, Kristian.

CHRISTOPHER(Greek) One who holds Christ in his heart. Famous Christophers include St. Christopher, the patron saint of people who travel, the actor Christopher Plummer, Winnie-the-Pooh's friend Christopher Robin, and explorer Christopher Columbus. Christopher just started to become popular among new parents in the '80s; now classrooms are filled with Christophers and its variations. Variations: Chris, Christof, Christofer, Christoff, Christoffer, Christoforus, Christoph, Christophe, Christophoros, Christos, Christos, Cris, Cristobal, Cristoforo, Kit, Kitt, Kristofer, Kristofor.

CLARENCE(English) Clear. Variations: Clair, Clarance, Clare, Clarey.


Athletic Names

Whatever their passion for sports, some parents-to-be are naming their babies after a top athletic figure. There's lots of fertile name territory to be covered in football, basketball, baseball, hockey, and tennis. Just be sure if you're living in Yankees land, you don't inadvertently name your child after a Red Sox player—you'll be risking your child's life and limb!

The Olympics is always sure to draw some unusual names to the public's attention. After all, who ever heard of the name Picabo before the 1994 Winter Olympics? Today, over a decade later, it wouldn't be that surprising to find a young lady in school with that name. Remember, however, naming your child after a top athlete du jour runs the risk of sounding dated in ten or twenty years. So what will people think about kids named Misty ten years from now?
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