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On the evening of 6 March, 1475, a baby boy was born in Florence to Lodovico di Buonarroti Simoni, an old aristocratic Florentine family, who named him Michelangelo di Buonarotti Simoni. It was a prophetic name, for this child was indeed like an angel who came to spread beauty.


Michelangelo was the second of five children. His mother died when he was six, and Michelangelo lived for several years with his nurse in the country. Near her house was a quarry where stonemasons and sculptors worked. Michelangelo loved it there. To him, the sound of chisels was music and the sight of the marble mysteriously inviting. “If my brain really is better than other people’s, it is because I breathed clean air and milk and marble dust as I grew up.”


When he returned to Florence, Michelangelo was sent to school. In classes he was always drawing, filling the margins of his books with sketches. One day he summoned the courage to tell his father he wanted to be an artist.
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