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  HELP US KEEP THIS GUIDE UP TO DATE




  We would love to hear from you concerning your experiences with this guide and how you feel it could be improved and kept up to date. Please send your comments and suggestions to:




  editorial@globepequot.com




  Thanks for your input, and happy travels!
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  For Kona Isabelle, evidence that the best things in life are indeed free.
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    INTRODUCTION




  As the youngest of four, I find that most of my childhood vacation memories stem from trekking around the country in a loaded Volvo station wagon with a luggage carrier up top. When we stopped for the night, we usually camped, stayed with relatives, or spent the night at Motel 6. It wasn’t that we couldn’t have stayed elsewhere; it was just that my dad really liked getting a good deal.




  When I was thirteen I got my first lesson about the benefits of spending money wisely. As part of a class project about the stock market, we were told to pick companies to invest in—whoever made the most imaginary money would score a $50 gift card for Circle K. Thanks to a few tips from my parents, I won the contest, spent the $50 on a couple of cases of snickers, and had a revelation: Investing wisely was cool.




  Since then, I’ve tried to be careful about how I spend my money. When I got married, I countered our decision to have an open bar by wearing a $200 dress (don’t worry—it was fabulous). It’s not that I’m cheap (all the time, at least); it’s just that I pay attention to where my money is going and try to make sure I’m being smart about it.




  That said, you won’t see in this book suggestions such as eat at Taco Bell, cut your own hair, or run outside instead of getting a gym membership. A “Cheap Bastard” is not a stingy person, but rather a proud term used to describe someone who loves the thrill of saving a buck or two.




  I believe you can do all the finest things in life—wine, dinner, dancing, theater—in a frugal way by doing your research ahead of time. It’s amazing what a little effort will get you.




  That’s what this book is about. I’ve done the digging in Houston, my home, so you can save a buck. The great thing about a major city like Houston is that it is absolutely filled with wonderful finds.




  The fourth largest city in the country, this place has it all: a world-class arts scene, major sports teams, incredible restaurants, fantastic museums. And because we lack the pomp and circumstance you may find in other cities, you’ll see more opportunities here to get a deal.




  Want to see a Broadway show? The Cheap Bastard can get you in for free. Dying to try the famous dishes at t’afia restaurant? Don’t pay—the Cheap Bastard will tell you how to get them on the house. Always wanted to try a yoga class? The Cheap Bastard has your free admission. No matter what you want to try in this city, there’s a way to save as you’re doing it. And it’s all perfectly legal.




  This book includes a variety of listings intended to direct you to the best deals. The first are free listings, meaning the event, activity, or place is free. Some are free all the time, while others are free but have restrictions. Whenever a place is only free part of the time or requires something additional from you in order to receive the free admission, the entry will include a line that says The Catch.




  The other type of listing included in this book is cheap deals, meaning that you have to pay for them but that they are still a great price. Some are always discounted, while others offer deals on particular days and times.




  This book is intended for both locals and visitors interested in getting the most for their money, from foreign businessmen and women in town for work, to young professionals, to families raising their little ones here. There’s no reason that you shouldn’t get your money’s worth each and every time you go out.




  Everything in this guide is accurate as of press time, but as things frequently change, you may want to call ahead or go online to check before you go.
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THEATER:


    IN ON THE ACT





    “If it’s a good script I’ll do it. And if it’s a bad script, and they pay me enough, I’ll do it.”




    —GEORGE BURNS


  




  




  If there is one thing Houstonians are proud of, it’s their art scene. It’s a standout across the board, but the live performance element of it is particularly robust. If you wanted to, you could see a different show every night of the week. And even better, tickets are usually affordable, if not free. What’s offered here is a guide to the best places to see such shows.




  But first, a note on scoring cheap tickets: If you’re willing to do a little ushering, bartending, or hammering on the set, you’re a valuable commodity to theater companies, particularly the smaller ones. Almost all of the companies listed are eager for volunteers and will let you watch the show (or even give you free tickets to other shows) if you sign up to help out.




  Not into volunteering? Another great option is attending previews to upcoming performances, when tickets are generally deeply discounted. I’ve listed the theaters that offer preview performances below.




  
ALWAYS FREE





  This theater always offers fabulous free shows to the general public.




  Miller Outdoor Theatre




  6000 Hermann Park Dr.


  (281) 823-9103


  www.milleroutdoortheatre.com




  If you’ve heard about Miller Outdoor Theatre but never really understood what it’s all about, here’s the deal. Located in Houston’s popular Hermann Park, this outdoor theater has seats for 1,700 people (the adjacent lawn can accommodate 4,500 more—just bring a blanket to sit on) who want to attend their free shows, offered eight months out of the year. But this isn’t some thrown together production. These are professional entertainers putting on shows you could just as easily see at a major theater, such as Disney’s Beauty and the Beast, 42nd Street, and South Pacific. The largest free program of its kind in the nation, it offers everything from Shakespeare to ballet to films at this gorgeous facility; shows are always family friendly. Some shows require tickets for the covered seating area. Check the website for upcoming performances and policies.




  
MAJOR SHOWS, MAJOR DEALS





  Here’s how to score a free or cheap seat at Houston’s biggest performances.




  Alley Theatre




  615 Texas St.


  (713) 220-5700


  www.alleytheatre.org




  Seeing a show at the Alley Theatre is an absolute must if you’re living in—or even just visiting—Houston. This major company puts on a variety of performances every year with a mission of offering everything from well-known plays to new, rarely performed, and newly rediscovered work. The emphasis here is to touch audiences and make them think about things they’ve never considered before while thoroughly supporting a company of actors, designers, artisans, and craftspeople year-round. The theater has two stages: the 824-seat Hubbard Stage and the 310-seat Neuhaus Stage. No matter what you see on your visit here, chances are good you’re going to love it. Ticket prices can vary greatly depending on the show. “Cheap Thrills” tickets, which are available for Sunday and Tuesday evening performances, start at $21, a steal compared to the usual ticket prices. Check the website for more details.




  Ballet Barre




  The Wortham Center, 501 Texas St.


  (713) 522-5538


  www.houstonballet.org/balletbarre




  If you’re under forty and appreciate the ballet (or think you might appreciate it, given proper exposure), you can’t miss out on Ballet Barre, the Houston Ballet’s group for young professionals. When you join, you get tickets to four performances as well as invitations to social and networking events, elite access to the Masterson Green Room during intermission, and discounts to the Houston Ballet Ball and Nutcracker Market Preview Party. Free booze is also frequently included. Membership starts at $125—a great deal considering that a ticket in the same seating area for a single show can run you $88 or higher.




  The Hobby Center for the Performing Arts




  800 Bagby St.


  (713) 315-2400


  www.thehobbycenter.org




  This sprawling, beautifully designed theater brings in all kinds of shows, from concerts to dance performances to opera to touring Broadway acts. Recent shows here have included Adam Lambert, Amy grant, Shrek the Musical, and Hairspray. Unfortunately, because of the high caliber of the shows that come through here, ticket prices can be expensive. However, if you’re willing to volunteer, you can see these shows for free!




  Jones Hall for the Performing Arts


  615 Louisiana St.


  (713) 227-3974


  www.houstontx.gov/joneshall




  This facility is best known as home to the Houston Symphony (www.houstonsymphony.org), but it also hosts other groups and performances throughout the year. If you’re interested in seeing the symphony, you’re in good company: The hall can seat more than 2,000 people with every performance. And if you’re looking for a good deal, you’re in luck, because the symphony offers a variety of discounts to theatergoers. If you’re a student, you’re eligible for rush tickets, meaning that if you show up for a show an hour and a half early and there are still seats open, you can score a ticket for just $12. Rush tickets for senior citizens are $15. Young professionals under forty are also eligible for discounted tickets.




  Wortham Theatre Center




  500 Texas St.


  (713) 237-1439


  www.houstontx.gov/worthamcenter




  Home to both the Houston Ballet (www.houstonballet.org) and the Houston Grand Opera (www.houstongrandopera.org), this 430,000-square-foot facility features two theaters that also host smaller performances and concerts by groups such as the Society for the Performing Arts (www.spahouston.org) and Da Camera of Houston (www.dacamera.com) throughout the year. You’ll want to check with the individual organizations for ticketing, but discounts for students, seniors, young professionals, and volunteers are typically available. If you’re under twenty-five, you can get a $15 ticket (or two tickets for $25) for Friday evening performances. There is also a young professionals program that includes discount tickets for people under forty.




  
SMALL THEATERS, BIG SAVINGS





  The Company OnStage




  536 Westbury Sq.


  (713) 726-1219


  www.companyonstage.org




  This nonprofit theater company prides itself on offering professional, high-quality contemporary and classic shows for children and adults in a welcoming, intimate arena. Putting on about a half dozen shows a year with both its evening and children’s theater programs, the Company Onstage offers lots of opportunities to see a great, affordable show. Most evening tickets are around $15 ($13 for seniors and students); shows are held at 8 p.m. on Fri and Sat. Children’s shows are held at 11 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. on Sat and are $8. Coupon books and other discounts are available online. Reservations are recommended. Theater classes are also offered periodically; check the website for details. Here’s a tip: Volunteer here and see shows for free!




  Crighton Theatre




  234 Main St., Conroe


  (936) 441-7469


  www.crightontheatre.org




  You’ll have to drive to get there, but this theater on the main drag in Conroe is worth the trip thanks to its solid regular lineup of performances. As the base for companies such as Stage-Right Productions, the Montgomery County Performing Arts Society, and The Sounds of Texas Music Series, the theater offers great shows here throughout the year. One of the benefits of its location out of the main Houston arts district is that the theater can offer shows at a lower price, with some children’s productions going for as low as $5 each.




  

    

      Dress to Impress




      We may not be Dallas, but when it comes to gussying up for a special event, we Houstonians can clean up with the best of them. If you’ve got tickets for the ballet, theater, symphony, or other performing arts event, here’s a guide to how to dress. As a general rule, though, it’s better to be overdressed than underdressed.




      For the Alley: Outfits vary, but for evening shows most people dress as they would if they were going out for a nice dinner or heading to church.




      For the Houston Ballet: The ballet recommends wearing business casual clothing (or more formal attire) to its performances, as the audience tends to dress up. Also, bring a wrap or jacket, as the theater can get cold, particularly if you have tickets in the orchestra section.




      For a show at the Hobby Center: According to the center, visitors should be appropriate but comfortable. Think business casual attire or cocktail dresses and suits. And bring a wrap or a jacket so you’ll stay comfortable in the air-conditioning.




      For the Houston Symphony: The symphony reports a range of dress, from formal attire down. To be safe, go with business casual (or something even more formal). You can’t be too dressy here.




      For the Miller Outdoor Theater: Dress comfortably. You’re going to be outside, so staying cool is going to be key here. Shorts and sandals are perfectly fine.




      For a performance at one of the smaller theaters: Dress as you would to a nice dinner or show. For women, think slacks, a cute dress, or a skirt and blouse. For guys, think khakis and a button-up shirt.




      For a comedy club: Jeans and a button-up shirt are fine. Dress in what you’d wear on a casual date.


    


  




  Ensemble Theater




  3535 Main St.


  (713) 520-0055


  www.ensemblehouston.com




  The oldest and largest professional African-American theater in the Southwest, the Ensemble has become a Houston institution thanks to its high-quality, affordable shows. The mission here is to draw a multicultural audience from all walks of life, and with recent performances such as The Waiting Room, Cinderella, Gee’s Bend, and Jitney, the theater is doing just that. To get a good deal here, attend a preview performance of an opening show, when tickets are just $12 for nonmusicals (regularly $35 on opening night) and $20 for musicals (regularly $45 on opening night). Matinee and Thursday evening discounts are also available.




  Main Street Theater Company




  2540 Times Blvd.


  (713) 524-6706


  www.mainstreettheater.com




  Located in the bustling Rice Village area, Main Street Theater Company is used to entertaining a sophisticated, demanding audience. And the company always delivers. Formed in the 1970s, Main Street now operates two theaters that produce large-scale classics and musicals as well as hosting a youth theater program. Recent performances have included The Doctor’s Dilemma, The Heidi Chronicles, A Catered Affair, and The Year of Magical Thinking. The company also offers Kids On stage, family-friendly performances put on by children for just $5. Regular show tickets are $26 for Thursday and Friday performances, $30 for opening night and Saturday and Sunday performances. Student tickets and tickets for preview performances are $10. A second theater is located at 4617 Montrose Blvd. (713-524-6706).




  O’Kane Theatre




  1 Main St., at the University of Houston Downtown


  (713) 221-8104


  www.uhd.edu




  Part of the Department of Arts and Humanities at the University of Houston Downtown, the O’Kane Theatre has been putting on shows for the past thirty-five years, ranging from Ain’t Misbehavin’ to Romeo and Juliet to A Few Good Men. The shows are typically under $10 (sometimes free) and open to the public. Because the theater is small, it gives visitors an intimate, up-close feel for the performances. Touring shows also sometimes perform here. Check the website for shows and schedules.




  Pasadena Little Theatre




  4318 Allen Genoa Rd., Pasadena


  (713) 941-1758


  www.pasadenalittletheatre.org




  This great little theater company offers a variety of shows throughout the year, such as The Wizard of Oz, Born Yesterday, and Damn Yankees. It may not be the most upscale place you’ve ever been, but the performances are fun and always affordable. Reservations are recommended; tickets are usually around $14 for adults and $12 for students and seniors. If you get a season pass, you’ll save about 30 percent off the regular price of shows. Volunteers, cast, and crew are also always needed.




  Stages Repertory Theatre




  3201 Allen Parkway, Suite 101


  (713) 527-0220


  www.stagestheatre.com




  Formed in the damp basement of a brewery in 1978, this now well-known theater company puts on some of the greatest plays in the city, blending talented casts and a penchant for taking a unique approach to classic plays to make them their own. The productions here often take risks, and it works. You won’t soon forget a show you see here. MainStage productions are typically for mature audiences only and are held at 7:30 p.m. on Wed and Thurs, 8 p.m. on Fri, 3 and 8 p.m. on Sat, and 3 p.m. on Sun; tickets typically start around $17. There is also an EarlyStages program for children with performances held several times a year. Tickets usually cost around $9; contact the theater for details. Volunteer with Stages to receive free tickets to performances.




  Texas Repertory Theatre




  14243 Stuebner Airline Rd.


  (281) 583-7573


  www.texreptheatre.org




  It may have its hub in northwest Houston, but this theater company draws visitors from around the city for its great productions of plays such as A Flea in Her Ear, Miracle on 34th Street, and Little Shop of Horrors. Performances typically cost around $25, but discounts are available for seniors, military personnel, and students (a valid student ID will get you 50 percent off performances). If you’re willing to volunteer, you can trade your time for a free show. Youth classes are also available.




  Theatre Southwest




  8944-A Clarkcrest St.


  (713) 661-9505


  www.theatresouthwest.org




  Theatre Southwest has been presenting performances since 1957 and now offers a six-play season that draws audiences from around Houston every year. In addition to shows, the theater offers monthly meetings and workshops the third Wednesday of every month. Tickets are $16 for adults, $14 for seniors sixty-five and up, and $14 for students with valid ID; group discounts are also available.




  Theatre Suburbia




  4106 Way out West Dr.


  (713) 682-3525


  www.theatresuburbia.org




  Northwest Houston’s longest running volunteer playhouse, Theatre Suburbia is like the little theater that could, turning out 341 shows to date and celebrating its forty-ninth season this year. The theater typically offers seven shows a year, with performances running for five weeks on Friday and Saturday, with a few Sunday matinees thrown in for good measure. Recent performances have included Only an Orphan Girl, The Philadelphia Story, and A Good Old Fashioned Redneck Country Christmas. Tickets cost $14 for adults and $13 for students and seniors for the 8:30 shows on Fri and Sat, and $12 for the 3 p.m. matinee on Sun. Season tickets are also available, and volunteers are welcome. Theatre Suburbia offers free preview performances on the Thurs before a show opens to the public. No reservations are required.




  

    
MUSIC:


    GETTING IN TUNE





    “I’d rather be dead than singing ‘Satisfaction’ when I’m forty-five.”




    -MICK JAGGER


  




  




  Austin, the “live music capital of the world,” steals the spotlight a lot when it comes to music. Sure, it’s got Austin City Limits, the SXSW festival, and a lot of hipster street cred. But a little-known fact about Houston is that we get almost all of the same bands coming through that Austin does. And because Houston isn’t quite so in your face about it, cover charges can be significantly cheaper. Here’s a rundown of the city’s best music venues.




  
BIG ACT, BIG DEAL





  Houston has several major concert venues that regularly draw the world’s biggest touring artists. It can be harder to get a good deal at these places (when you’re drawing crowds of thousands, what’s the incentive?). Still, sometimes you can find bargains. Here are some of the best options.




  Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion




  2005 Lake Robbins Dr., The Woodlands


  (281) 363-3300


  www.woodlandscenter.org




  This open-air concert venue is probably my favorite place to see a show in Houston. First off, it draws major national acts, from John Mayer to Paramore to Counting Crows to the Jonas Brothers. Second, in addition to reserved seating in front of the stage, there’s also seating up on the hill, where tickets are cheaper and you can spread out a blanket and watch the show under the stars. The venue also hosts symphony and children’s events. General admission lawn tickets for major acts typically start around $30, with discounts if you buy four tickets or more. Or you can volunteer and see the shows for free.




  Grand 1894 Opera House




  2020 Post office St., Galveston


  (409) 763-7173


  www.thegrand.com




  OK, so you’ll have to drive the hour to Galveston, but no Houstonian should miss the chance to visit this historic and majestic venue, which has survived hurricane after hurricane to bring some of the best touring concerts, plays, and comedians to the area. Tickets typically start around $20, but if you’re willing to volunteer, you can see the shows for free.




  House of Blues




  1204 Caroline St.


  (713) 652-5837


  www.houseofblues.com




  With recent acts such as Talib Kweli, Margaret Cho, and Michael Franti, relative newcomer House of Blues Houston is making a name for itself as a go-to concert venue. General admission tickets start around $20; discounts are available if you buy a four-pack of tickets. Shows are all ages. Show a dinner or store receipt from the House of Blues the night of your show and receive priority entrance into the music hall.




  Not feeling like an evening show? Try the famous Gospel Brunch, where, for less than $40, you can get a fantastic gospel show and an amazing brunch with items such as spinach and artichoke frittata, red beans and rice, pesto chicken pasta, and biscuits and gravy. Seating is at noon on Sun.




  Toyota Center




  1510 Polk St.


  (713) 758-7200


  www.houstontoyotacenter.com




  Home base for the Houston Rockets, the Toyota Center is also one of Houston’s most notable concert venues, hosting everyone from Bruce Springsteen to Lady Gaga to Justin Timberlake. It’s a huge, stadium-type venue, but if you want to see the biggest artists, this is frequently your only choice. The good news is that thanks to its size, the range of ticket prices varies greatly, starting as low as $20 for big-name acts. Still too expensive for you? You can always try your luck on a discount ticket site such as www.stubhub.com, which frequently has good deals.




  Verizon Wireless Amphitheater




  520 Texas St.


  (713) 230-1666


  www.verizonwirelesstheatre.com




  Judging by the name of this place, you may come in expecting to find a giant venue, but with a capacity of less than 3,000, it’s actually a rather intimate place to see a show. Recent concerts here have included Ryan Adams, Vampire Weekend, the Pixies, and Megadeth. Tickets start around $30.




  Warehouse Live




  813 Saint Emanuel St.


  (713) 225-5483


  www.warehouselive.com




  Located adjacent to the downtown corridor, this repurposed 1920s-era building hosts some of the best smaller concerts in town. An independent venue that can accommodate up to 1,500, this is a great place to see up-and-coming touring acts right before they hit it big. Recent concerts here have included the Kottonmouth Kings, Bad Religion, Ghostland Observatory, and Dr. Dog. Most shows are all ages. If you’re twenty-one and up, show up an hour early and receive happy hour prices at the bar. You can also join the Warehouse Live street team and get free tickets that way.




  

    

      Rock Out at the Rodeo




      Every February and March, the greatest performers in the world flood Houston’s Reliant Park complex for a little event called the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo. Every year it brings in a range of performers, from Hannah Montana to George Strait. If you want in on a piece of the action, you have to keep an eye out for when the lineup is announced, typically in the fall. Performances begin at 6:45 p.m. on weekdays and at 3:45 p.m. on weekends. All performances begin with rodeo action and are followed by the show. Upper level tickets start at $18 and include both the rodeo and concert, not a bad deal considering the average price of concert tickets these days. For information visit www.rodeohouston.com.




      Want to avoid high ticket prices for concerts? Take in a show at the Hideout, a tent located on rodeo grounds with live music, drinks, and dancing. Just buy a general admission ticket to the rodeo for $7 and get into the Hideout for free. Open nightly for those twenty-one and up during rodeo season.


    


  




  
SMALLER VENUES





  Anderson Fair




  2007 Grant St.


  (832) 212-4057


  www.andersonfair.com




  This is one of the more underground concert venues in Houston, which means you can see great Texas artists for much lower ticket prices, typically between $10 and $15. Doors open at 8 p.m. for shows. Wine by the glass or bottle is available, as is domestic and imported beer and nonalcoholic drinks. Food includes “killer nachos,” chicken and spinach quesadillas, stuffed potatoes, chips and salsa, and popcorn.




  Big Easy Social & Pleasure Club




  5731 Kirby Dr.


  (713) 523-9999


  www.thebigeasyblues.com




  The name may sound like something off a strip club, but this is actually one of the best places to check out live blues in town. With local bands playing blues six nights a week (Sunday nights are reserved for zydeco music), you’re pretty certain to hear something good no matter when you go. Open 8 p.m. to 2 a.m. There’s no cover Sun through Thurs and a $5 cover Fri through Sat. There’s free pool on Mon, and a Domino’s Pizza located right next door, should you get hungry.




  Blanco’s




  3406 W. Alabama St.


  (713) 439-0072


  www.houstonredneck.com/blancos.html




  It’s less well known than some of the other dance halls in town, but Blanco’s is without question one of the best places to spank the planks with a backdrop of live country music. Bands play on Thurs and Fri starting at 9 p.m. Recent bands have included the Honky Tonk Heroes, Miss Leslie and Her Juke-Jointers, and Bucko Ruckus. With band names like that, you can pretty much count on having a boot-stomping good time. Avoid paying a cover charge by going during happy hour, which runs from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m., and then staying for the band.




  Cezanne




  4100 Montrose Blvd.


  (713) 522-9621


  www.blacklabradorpub.com




  Located over the Black Labrador Pub, this authentic jazz venue impresses visitors with its high-quality acoustic music in a comfortable atmosphere. One of the few places to find jazz in Houston, Cezanne is well worth the $10 cover.




  Continental Club




  3700 Main St.


  (713) 529-9899


  www.continentalclub.com




  This offshoot of the popular Austin concert venue is a heavy hitter in its own right in Houston thanks to the variety and quality of the bands it brings in, from touring artists such as Wanda Jackson to local cover bands such as Beetle (they cover the Beatles—go figure) to dance-themed nights such as tango Mondays (lessons start at 7 p.m., and the band starts at 8 p.m.). The club also has a solid bar, outside patio, and cool bartenders. The Continental Club’s sister bar, The Big Top (3714 Main St.), frequently offers live music with no cover.




  Dan Electro’s Guitar Bar




  1031 E. 24th St.


  (713) 862-8707


  www.danelectrosguitarbar.com




  The mix of artists here can be astounding, from old dudes jamming for the hell of it to belly dancing troupes to serious touring acts out to make a buck. That’s the beauty of this place, where the motto is “absolutely alive music.” Many shows are free, and if there is a cover it’s generally $10 or under.




  Dosey Doe Coffee House




  25911 I-45 North, The Woodlands


  (281) 367-3774


  www.doseydoe.com




  It calls itself a coffeehouse, but Dosey Doe is also becoming one of the premier venues for live Texas music in the area. Located inside a 150-year-old bar from Kentucky made from oak and birch, this restaurant and dance hall automatically gives you a laid-back southern vibe. The amazing artists who have performed there, such as Marcia Ball, Radney Foster, Tish Hinojosa, and Gary P. Nunn, add to the feel. Tickets start as low as $10 for some shows and go up for bigger acts. Feeling hungry? Don’t miss the chicken-fried steak, washed down with something from the full bar.




  Firehouse Saloon




  5930 Southwest Freeway


  (713) 977-1962


  www.firehousesaloon.com




  A hotbed for local and touring alt-country musicians, this is a really fun joint for a night out with friends. Toss on your cowboy boots, grab a shot of whiskey, and get yourself up front near the stage. Recent acts have included Jason Boland, Brandon Rhyder, and Bleu Edmonson. Shows are for those twenty-one and up and most cost around $10, although some are free. Firehouse Saloon is open from 4 p.m. to 2 a.m. Thurs through Sat. Shows start at 9:15 p.m., with the headliner starting at 11:15 p.m. unless otherwise noted. Happy hour is from 5 to 7 p.m. daily and features $2.50 domestic bottles.




  Fitzgerald’s




  2706 White Oak Dr.


  (713) 862-3838


  www.fitzlive.com




  Another great Houston concert venue, this Heights-area institution brings in a mix of bands, from better-known acts such as a Los Skarnales and Ethereal to tribute bands paying homage to the likes of Stevie Ray Vaughan and Janis Joplin. There’s also a monthly “school of rock” featuring local bands. Doors typically open around 8 p.m. for shows; tickets are around $10.




  Goode’s Armadillo Palace




  5015 Kirby Dr.


  (713) 526-9700


  www.thearmadillopalace.com




  With delicious drinks, fantastic comfort food, and live music most nights of the week, this is a great place to go with friends for happy hour and stay for a concert. Part of the Goode Company restaurant chain, Armadillo Palace is the first to regularly draw and market live music. There’s usually no cover here, and if there is a cover, it’ll be only $5 or so.




  Hickory Hollow




  101 Heights Blvd.


  (713) 869-6300


  www.hickoryhollowrestaurant.com




  By day, the Heights location of this barbecue joint is known for serving up succulent ribs, chicken, and brisket. By night, however, it draws crowds for its shows, held at 7 and 10 p.m. on Fri and 5:30 and 8:30 p.m. on Sat. Music ranges from bluegrass to country to swing, and there’s never a cover. Check the website for upcoming bands.




  Last Concert Cafe




  1403 Nance St.


  (713) 226-8563


  www.lastconcert.com




  This family-friendly Tex-Mex restaurant is also known for hosting live music every night of the week, from open mic night on Monday to a Wednesday pot roast to bigger shows on weekends. The cafe also offers lunch and a happy hour starting at 3 p.m. with $2 Shiner drafts and $3 house margaritas. Smaller shows are free; bigger shows require tickets. Check the website for details.




  The Listening room




  508 Pecore St.


  (713) 864-4260


  www.listeningroomhouston.com




  Featuring “concerts with a totally different vibe,” this intimate venue aims to allow visitors to experience music in a new way by holding shows in a fitness studio. Seating is on the floor, and the format is laid back. Recent artists have included Sara Hickman, Terri Hendrix, Guy Forsyth, Malford Milligan, Monte Montgomery, and Loudon Wainwright III. Tickets vary depending on the artist but can start around $12. Visit the website to book tickets or for more information.
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