

[image: cover]



        
            
                Thank you for downloading this Simon & Schuster ebook.

                

                Get a FREE ebook when you join our mailing list. Plus, get updates on new releases, deals, recommended reads, and more from Simon & Schuster. Click below to sign up and see terms and conditions.

            

            
            	CLICK HERE TO SIGN UP

            

            
               Already a subscriber? Provide your email again so we can register this ebook and send you more of what you like to read. You will continue to receive exclusive offers in your inbox.

            

        
    
Forewords by
JEREMY BULLOCH (Boba Fett in Star Wars)
and TIM RUSS (Tuvok in Star Trek: Voyager)



STAR 
WARS

Vs.

STAR TREK




COULD THE EMPIRE KICK 
THE FEDERATION’S ASS?

and other galaxy-shaking enigmas




Matt Forbeck





[image: ]


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Thanks to Peter Archer for approaching me about this book and encouraging me to write it. And thanks to Phil Athans for helping make it read so well.

Thanks also to Lisa Stevens, Jeremy Bulloch, Sara Char, Tim Russ, Mike Stackpole, and Ken Hite for their generous contributions.

Special thanks to George Lucas and Gene Roddenberry for creating Star Wars and Star Trek, firing the imaginations of generations of kids and adults.

Finally, thanks to my wife, Ann, and my kids, Marty, Pat, Ken, Nick, and Helen, for supporting me through all of my projects and everything else I do.


FOREWORD

Jeremy Bulloch

(Boba Fett)




Star Wars or Star Trek? It’s a question I get asked all the time. I have been a fan of Star Trek since the original series, when I loved watching great characters such as Captain Kirk, Spock, Scotty, and Bones. Many years later I saw the film Star Wars: A New Hope, and no one can ever forget the opening titles with the Imperial spaceship roaring above your head. This was a major piece of cinema history. In movie theatres around the world there were audible cries of Awesome! Wow! and Cool! I knew then that Star Wars was going to be very, very special.

Little did I know that I would be lucky enough to work on Episode II—er…I think I mean Episode V, playing the small part of Boba Fett in The Empire Strikes Back, followed later by a reprise of my role in Return of the Jedi. Being involved with the Star Wars project was, and still is, one of the highlights of my career.

There is no doubt that Star Wars has a larger following, with fans from two to eighty-two years old. It is incredible to think that, after more than thirty years, Star Wars is still as popular as it was on its release in 1977. Not a day goes by without my being reminded of Star Wars and the fact that I played Boba Fett. (I must stop wearing that bucket on my head!)

I suppose I should be biased when it comes to citing a preference between Star Wars and Star Trek. But I find it difficult to make a clear choice between the two. Despite belonging to the same genre, they are also very different, retain their own merits, and have their own following of fans. No convention would be the same without an appearance from the outrageous “Klingons,” for example. Overall, however, I think that Star Wars just gets the nod over Star Trek, particularly for its special effects and music.

I have had the pleasure of meeting many of the Star Trek cast at various conventions around the world. One of my favorite actors from the Next Generation series is Marina Sirtis, who played the bridge officer Deanna Troi. Not only is she a very talented actress, but also she is smart enough to support the same soccer team as I do in England. Every time we meet up at an event we have a long conversation about the fortunes of our club, Tottenham Hotspur.

The Star Wars Vs. Star Trek argument is one that could go on and on indefinitely, and by coming down on the side of Star Wars, I probably risk having my jetpack bashed up by some serious Star Trek fan. Let’s not forget, however, that it’s all fiction and there to be enjoyed. “Beam me up, Scotty” and “May the Force be with you all!”

—Jeremy Bulloch


FOREWORD

Tim Russ (Tuvok)




It is difficult to find common elements in Star Trek and Star Wars to serve as a basis of comparison as to which concept is better. Star Trek began and has continued primarily as a television series. Feature films were produced afterward. In contrast, Star Wars began as a series of feature films.

The original Star Wars feature films were one story presented in a three-film arc, told in about six hours. Star Trek, a long-running TV series, was composed of many different and, for the most part, standalone stories.

Given that difference in the way the two concepts have been presented, the playing field is uneven right off the bat. The creators and writers of Star Trek had the very difficult task of putting together a unique cast of characters that had to draw the audience into their various relationships and trials every week over a very long period of time. The task of the feature writers for Star Wars, on the other hand, was to tell a story in a very short period of time, although they still had to bring together an interesting cast of characters to enact that story.

The best way to compare the two series is to find the common ground they share.

Both concepts, I think, include very interesting and unique characters that take the viewer through the stories and keep the audience engaged.

Both shows are part of the science fiction genre. As far as that goes, both demonstrate miles of sci-fi technology, alien characters, and unknown phenomena.

But as to themes, I do think there is a difference between the two.

Star Wars is a classic medieval theme dressed up as an action-adventure. David fights Goliath, rebels battle against the Empire, and throughout runs the Greek tragic theme of the son in conflict with the father and the inner turmoil that creates on both sides. Star Wars also taps in to the Eastern philosophy of inner strength, the mind and body as one. And although there are human characters and attributes, Star Wars does not take place anywhere near Earth—in fact, it’s not even in our galaxy. Nothing you see in the Star Wars trilogies is related to Earth’s human history. The Star Wars world is self-contained.

Star Trek, on the other hand, originates on Earth and takes place in our solar system and galaxy. We, as the audience, can relate to the familiar images, concepts, and ideas that are laced throughout the Trek stories, as the series takes the human experience, past and present, and projects it into the future. Since its first incarnation, the Star Trek series has used interaction with aliens and the exploration of the unknown to play out the social struggles, differences, and norms of our human society. We can see and examine ourselves through the actions of the heroes as they confront unique circumstances and make difficult decisions (or misinterpretations) while trying to solve, question, or on occasion do battle with other alien beings and their societies.

By watching these stories unfold, we can, in fact, learn about ourselves. In the Trek world, wealth and power do not rule the day. There is a sense of equality and a level playing field. There is no outright discrimination against those who may be different than others. Judgment and opinion is based on character, which I think is one of Star Trek’s most endearing qualities.

Though both the Star Wars and Star Trek franchises have been immensely successful and enjoyed by millions, I think Star Trek edges out Star Wars as the better of the two, only because of its relationship to Earth’s human history and experience.

But then, I’m a bit biased.

—Tim Russ


Introduction

Since the summer afternoon in June 1977 when the first Trekkie wandered out of the theater after seeing Star Wars: A New Hope and wondered aloud what all the fuss was about, fans of Star Wars and fans of Star Trek have been butting heads with each other.

The difference between Star Wars fans and Trekkies is as stark as night and day. Star Wars fans prefer a story that started “a long time ago in a galaxy far, far away.” They don’t care about how a lightsaber works, they just love the cool pkshhhhhhh! sound it makes when it clashes against another one. They couldn’t give a damn that a parsec is a unit of distance, not time. The universe doesn’t have to make sense, as long as it feels right.

Trekkies, on the other hand, like their stories to be about science and exploration in a hopeful future. Their hearts beat faster when Data starts reconfiguring the main sensor array to emit a focused beam of chronotons. They love watching Scotty rig an array of photon torpedoes to cause an atmospheric inversion that will prevent a planet from imploding.

Beyond that, the basic difference between the two franchises comes down to a pair of four-letter words.

Star Trek is about a trek, a journey, a series of missions that bring humanity farther out into the galaxy so that we can learn more about ourselves. It’s about exploring, learning, and discovering new things: “To boldly go where no one has gone before.”

Star Wars, on the other hand, is about wars, conflict, and the battle between good and evil that’s fought not only on the battlefield but within our own souls. Star Wars is about seeking adventure, uncovering secret plans, rescuing princesses: “Restoring freedom to the galaxy.”

Which side you take up in this decades-old argument between two of the most popular entertainment sagas of all time depends on which of those two sets of ideas mean the most to you.

But wait! We can’t just let it go with that. No way! Would Captain Kirk walk away from a bar fight with a Klingon? Hah! Would Han Solo miss the chance to grab some glory for himself? I don’t think so! We have a chance to pit the heroes, villains, ships, weapons, and themes of these two franchises against each other in head-to-head battle. And we’re going to do it.

Will this settle the argument about which saga is best for all time? Of course not. The hottest lightsaber couldn’t slice through that Gordian (La Forge) Knot. But it’s going to be fun to try!



PART 1

PEOPLE





QUIZ 1

Throughout this book, you’ll find a series of multiple choice quizzes designed to help you figure out which sci-fi saga you care more about. Keep a running tally at the end of each chapter. When you get to the end of the book, you can add up all your scores and see where you fall.

Then start arguing about whether or not you agree with the results.


	
Han Solo was frozen in:
A. Liquid nitrogen

B. Solid steel

C. Carbonite

D. Margaritaville



	
Captain Benjamin Sisko’s favorite sport is:
A. Fencing

B. Baseball

C. Cricket

D. Soccer



	
Sir Alec Guinness (the elder Obi-Wan Kenobi) won an Academy Award for his role in:
A. The Bridge on the River Kwai

B. Star Wars: A New Hope

C. Smiley’s People

D. Lawrence of Arabia



	
In Star Trek: The Original Series, Captain James T. Kirk was born in Iowa. In Star Trek (2009), he was born:
A. In Wisconsin

B. In San Francisco

C. Aboard the USS Kelvin

D. Aboard the Enterprise (NX-01)



	
Luke Skywalker’s Uncle Owen and Aunt Beru farm:
A. Corn

B. Silicate

C. Sandworms

D. Moisture



	
The first captain of the Enterprise NCC-1701 was:
A. James Kirk

B. Jonathan Archer

C. Christopher Pyke

D. Gates McFadden
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CHAPTER 1

MEN
Masters of the Universe


The men of Star Wars and Star Trek form the bulk of the heroes of both series. That’s partly because each series was created in the sixties and seventies, back when the women’s rights movement was just cresting, and part of it is due to the fact that the vast majority of people who consume science fiction—whether in film, book, comic, or game form—are young men. While more women and girls devour science fiction today than ever before, it’s still a field that boys and men dominate.

Despite that, both Star Wars and Star Trek did a lot to step outside of what their original audiences expected from them. Setting stories in a distant future (or a long time ago in a galaxy far, far away) forces a narrative distance between the viewer and the story. Filling that distance with fictional years allows viewers to be a lot more open-minded and forgiving about strange new things (planets, civilizations, girls) than they might otherwise tolerate. That’s why the first interracial kiss ever shown on a U.S. television drama appeared on an episode of Star Trek—between Captain Kirk and Lieutenant Uhura. Even then, though, the two of them had to be telekinetically forced into locking lips.

The guys of Star Wars run the gamut from swashbuckling pulp heroes to yearning farm boys to wise teachers. The men of Star Trek, on the other hand, tend to be a bit more reserved, scholars rather than scoundrels, people sent out to explore the galaxy, not exploit it.

To figure out which of these people are the best at what they do, we’re going to pluck pairs of them from specific points in their times and pit them against each other.

THE WISE OLD MEN

With age comes wisdom, or so we should all be fortunate enough to discover if we’re lucky enough to live that long. Before the older men take their final voyage to the Undiscovered Country, they hope to bequeath a bit of knowledge to the heroes slated to take their places. Let’s take a couple of these wise men and pit them against each other to see how well they manage.


BEN KENOBI VS. CAPTAIN PICARD

BEN KENOBI

OCCUPATION: Crazy old wizard

DATAPOINT: Actor Alec Guiness (Obi-Wan Kenobi) celebrated his sixty-second birthday while filming Star Wars: A New Hope in Tunisia/Tatooine.

SNAPSHOT: Obi-Wan Kenobi, as he was once known, has been hiding out on Tatooine for the past nineteen years, watching over Luke Skywalker from a distance. He’s led a solitary life, keeping himself and Luke secret from the Empire for that entire time. He appears to have succeeded, despite the fact that placing Darth Vader’s infant son with Vader’s own half-brother might have seemed a too-obvious hiding place. Kenobi’s ward doesn’t know him well at all, but Obi-Wan believes the boy will come through for him in the end. He holds on to that belief because he doesn’t have much else left.

CAPTAIN JEAN-LUC PICARD

OCCUPATION: Starship captain

DATAPOINT: Actor Patrick Stewart (Captain Picard) was forty-seven when he took command of the Enterprise in the Star Trek: The Next Generation pilot episode “Encounter at Farpoint.”

SNAPSHOT: When Picard assumes command of the starship designated NCC-1701-D, he takes on a new challenge with a fresh crew in the latest model of the Enterprise, the previous versions of which were all destroyed. Despite that unfortunate streak and his untested crew running a ship filled with 1,014 souls—including hundreds of civilians—Picard seems confident in his ability to mold his officers into the finest bridge crew in Starfleet. His primary protégé is Commander Will Riker, a career officer who serves as his second-in-command.

WHO’D WIN?



Kenobi enters Ten Forward, the first known bar on any of Star Trek’s Enterprises, and asks around for a fast ship. Data states that the Enterprise maxes out at just shy of Warp 10, but that doesn’t mean anything to a man used to blasting his way through hyperspace.

“In how many parsecs can she do the Kessel Run?” Obi-Wan asks.

While Data tries to explain that a parsec is a unit of distance, not time, Picard comes in to confront the intruder. Kenobi waves a hand at Picard and then points to Data. He says, “That’s the droid you’re looking for.”

The strong-willed Picard ignores the Jedi mind trick and summons security to deal with the situation. Kenobi offers to buy Picard a drink, but this gesture means nothing at a bar at which the drinks are all free. It all goes bad when Lieutenant Worf puts a hand on Kenobi. Ben’s lightsaber leaps out, and Worf loses an arm.

Picard calls for the ship’s computer to wall off the part of the bar that Kenobi’s in with a force field. Stumped for a moment, Kenobi slices through the floor instead and disappears into the lower levels of the ship.

RESULT: Draw—for now.

THE RASH YOUNG MEN

Most science fiction shows feature a rash young man the fans can identify with. He’s often the viewpoint character for much of the shows or films that include him, and he tends to have a mentor he’s destined to supplant, affirming the natural order of things—or at least the status quo.


LUKE SKYWALKER VS. COMMANDER RIKER

LUKE SKYWALKER

OCCUPATION: Farm boy yearning to see the galaxy

DATAPOINT: Mark Hamill first stepped into the role of Luke Skywalker in Star Wars: A New Hope at the age of twenty-five.

SNAPSHOT: Luke is a whiny kid who’s been itching for years to leave his sandy home of Tatooine behind. When the aunt and uncle who raised him are killed, he decides it’s time to finally grow a pair and strike out to find his destiny. Despite the fact that he’s possibly the most powerful Jedi since his father, he has almost zero training and is more likely to hurt himself with his father’s lightsaber than save the galaxy.

COMMANDER WILLIAM RIKER

OCCUPATION: Starship first mate—sorry, “officer”

DATAPOINT: Jonathan Frakes, who played Commander Riker in Star Trek: The Next Generation, is eleven months younger than Mark Hamill.

SNAPSHOT: When he accepts his commission as Captain Picard’s first officer on the newly christened Enterprise-D, Riker is a young man going places fast, and he’s just hit his peak. He turned down his own command so that he could serve under Picard on the Enterprise, apparently not realizing or caring that that would mean he’d have to wait for Picard to either retire or die until he had another chance at his own ship.

WHO’D WIN?


 
Commander Riker beams down to Mos Eisley for a bit of R&R and is delighted to discover he’s stumbled into a wretched hive of scum and villainy. While he’s boozing it up at an unnamed cantina, a young farm boy bumps into him and spills his drink all over Riker’s freshly pressed uniform. When Riker insists that Luke apologize and bring him a new drink, Luke panics. He gave all his money, including the title to his landspeeder, to Obi-Wan Kenobi and can’t find the old man anywhere.

Still unwise in the ways of the Force and never having done more than wave his hand-me-down lightsaber back and forth, Luke goes for his blaster rather than his blade. As a trained combatant, Riker stops Luke cold, strips him of his weapon, and tosses it aside.

Unwilling to surrender, Luke attacks Riker, but the older, better-trained man knocks the farm boy flat. Afterward, Riker dusts off his hands, winks at a bug-eyed alien he assumes is female, and orders another round for himself and the young man on the floor.

RESULT: Riker delivers a commanding win for Star Trek.

THE SCOUNDRELS

Not every leader goes by the rules. Some, instead, run their ship by the seat of their pants, relying on their skill, ingenuity, and sheer dumb luck. These are people who are only too happy to bluff, cheat, or lie their way through a problem when no other way will work. Only when those options have been exhausted do they resort to weapons—
or fists.


HAN SOLO VS. CAPTAIN KIRK

HAN SOLO

OCCUPATION: Scoundrel

DATAPOINT: Han was the star of one of the first series of Star Wars novels, beginning with 1979’s Han Solo at Stars’ End by Brian Daley.

SNAPSHOT: Han Solo is a professional smuggler with a long history of avoiding any Imperial entanglements. Along with his copilot, Chewbacca, who owes Han a life-debt, he’s modified his ship, the Millennium Falcon, until it’s become the fastest freighter in the galaxy. Solo’s seen a lot in his day, and the first thing he’s learned is that rules are for suckers when the Empire’s writing the rulebook. Recently, Jabba the Hutt placed a price on Solo’s head for dumping his precious cargo rather than being arrested by the Empire, making Solo desperate to make enough cash to save his skin.

CAPTAIN JAMES T. KIRK

OCCUPATION: Starship captain

DATAPOINT: James T. Kirk was born on March 22, 2233, in Riverside, Iowa.

SNAPSHOT: When James T. Kirk takes over the Enterprise from its previous captain (Pike), he’s a tender thirty-one years old, the youngest person to ever be given command of a Federation starship, not to mention a vessel as large and important as the Constitution-class heavy cruiser USS Enterprise. Having proved himself a top student at Starfleet Academy, he accelerated through Starfleet’s ranks by a combination of smarts, skill, and sheer inventiveness, along with his refusal ever to admit defeat.

Cocky doesn’t begin to describe his level of self-confidence.

WHO’D WIN?



Captain Kirk meets Han Solo in Docking Bay 94 of the Mos Eisley spaceport. Solo and Chewbacca have been going over the Millennium Falcon, making sure it’s ready for a quick getaway. They know that Jabba has a price on their heads, so they’re nervous about strangers wearing uniforms.

Kirk knows a smuggler when he sees one. He enters the bay with an away team of red shirts ready to back his play. Solo sees them and sends Chewie into the ship while he parlays with Kirk.

Under other circumstances, Kirk and Solo might hit it off, but Kirk’s away team is twitchy, and Solo’s suspicious of anything in a uniform, even if he doesn’t recognize it. As soon as the red shirts raise their phasers, Solo leaps to the side, and Chewie opens up with the Falcon’s belly gun.

Kirk manages to dodge the blasts, but the red shirts get mowed down. In the chaos, Solo dashes into the ship before Kirk can retaliate, and a moment later the Millennium Falcon races away, leaving Kirk scowling up after it.

RESULT: Solo edges out Kirk here, though he doesn’t beat Kirk so much as evade him. If we’re talking about the Special Edition version of Solo, Kirk might be able to take him out, but real fans stick with the original version in which Solo would win—because Han shoots first.

EARLIER LEGENDS

Before they became the kinds of legends whose stories are bandied about the entire galaxy, every leading man had to start somewhere. Every story has a beginning. Some even have prequels, and some of those prequels have heroes of their own.

These men served as mentors to or heroes of the people in the original tales. They helped form the original stories, even if they never appeared in them or were only mentioned in passing, but they have stories of their own that deserve to be heard too.


QUI-GON JINN VS. JONATHAN ARCHER

QUI-GON JINN

OCCUPATION: Jedi Master

DATAPOINT: Fans first encountered Qui-Gon in the movie Star Wars: The Phantom Menace, which premiered on May 19, 1999.

SNAPSHOT: Qui-Gon isn’t your Jedi’s Jedi. Though a powerful and influential man, he’s a loose cannon who encourages his padawan (student) Obi-Wan Kenobi to trust his instincts rather than remove all emotion from his life. He could have been part of the Jedi Council, but he clearly wouldn’t want to be a part of any club that would have him.

JONATHAN ARCHER

OCCUPATION: Starship captain

DATAPOINT: Archer took command in the Star Trek: Enterprise pilot episode “Broken Bow,” which first aired on September 26, 2001.

SNAPSHOT: Archer is already a legend when he’s made the captain of the first starship capable of reaching Warp 5, the Enterprise (NX-01). As a test pilot, he’s dreamed of exploring space for years, and now he finally has his chance. He’s not going to let anything stop him.

Nothing ever has.

WHO’D WIN?


 
Archer encounters Qui-Gon while exploring Naboo, and the Jedi immediately takes Archer and his ship to be minions of the Trade Federation, there to capture or kill Queen Amidala. He draws his lightsaber to warn Archer off, but the Federation captain doesn’t scare so easily. He draws his phaser and fires.

Qui-Gon deflects the phaser beam with his lightsaber. It takes him a moment to realize it’s a beam rather than a bolt, but that doesn’t fool him into lowering his guard. Instead, he angles his lightsaber to reflect the beam back at Archer.

Anticipating this, Archer lets his finger off the trigger and dodges away. Even Archer can’t outrun a beam of nadion particles traveling at the speed of light, though, and the beam catches him and knocks him unconscious. Good thing he had it set on stun.

RESULT: Qui-Gon delivers a stunning victory.

SEASONED VETERANS

There’s a moment in time when a man has already come of age but he’s not ready to be shuffled off to the old heroes home (or a teaching job at the Jedi Academy or Starfleet Academy) quite yet. He’s in his prime and is ready for any kind of challenge, whether he knows it or not. The specter of his ultimate destiny still looms far over him, but he can ignore that for now and do his best to be the hero he once was—and hopes he can be again.


ANAKIN SKYWALKER VS. BENJAMIN SISKO

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

OCCUPATION: Jedi Knight

DATAPOINT: A total of four actors—Hayden Christensen, Jake Lloyd, Sebastian Shaw, and Matt Lanter—have played Anakin Skywalker (not counting his Darth Vader years).

SNAPSHOT: Having served as Obi-Wan Kenobi’s padawan, Skywalker is a full-on Jedi Knight who’s already become a hero of the Republic. He’s struggling to master his emotions, though, as his frustrations with the galaxy around him mount.

BENJAMIN SISKO

OCCUPATION: Starfleet commander

DATAPOINT: Actor Avery Brooks, who portrayed Sisko in Star Trek: Deep Space Nine, was born in Evansville, Indiana, in 1948.

SNAPSHOT: As the recently appointed commander of a space station inherited from the Cardassians, Sisko’s head whirls with cataloging and analyzing the various factions vying for fortune, power, or freedom in the newly discovered Gamma Quadrant. He considered resigning from Starfleet instead of taking this job, but instead he’s learning to come to terms with his wife’s death at the hands of the Borg, his status as a single father, and the puzzling fact that he might just be the Emissary of the Prophets—godlike aliens that live in the Bajoran wormhole.

WHO’D WIN?



Anakin arrives on Deep Space Nine on a mission the Jedi Council assigned to him. He doesn’t understand it, and the fact that the elder Jedi consistently keep him in the dark grates on his nerves. He growls enough at the service in Quark’s Bar that Quark calls Sisko down to “greet” the newcomer.

When Sisko arrives, Skywalker has Quark by the ear and is accusing him of trying to rip him off. “You’re worse than the filthy Jawas!” he says to the agonized Ferengi.

Sisko walks in and orders Skywalker: “Take your hands off that Ferengi!”

Skywalker’s hand goes to his lightsaber, but he doesn’t draw it yet. “I’m tired of taking orders,” he says.

“Fine,” Sisko replies, putting up his hands. “Then let me order you—a drink.” He gestures for Quark to bring a bottle of Romulan ale.

Skywalker accepts the gesture grudgingly and sips the potent drink. Not wishing to show weakness, he forces himself to drain his glass. A moment later, he collapses to the floor, drugged asleep.

“You know that stuff’s illegal,” says Quark.

“So what did you really feed him?” says Sisko.

Quark rubs his bruised ear. “Enough tranquilizers to keep him out for a week.”

RESULT: Chalk up a win for Sisko, who used his head when Anakin led with his battered heart.

OUR RUNNING TALLY




Leading Men
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Both sagas get off to a solid start here, which isn’t much of a surprise. They both have fantastic leading men, after all. At the end of Chapter 1, it’s a solid tie.


QUIZ 2

How much do you know about the women in the two series? Or were you blinded by their galactic beauty? Really?


	
The name of the planet that Princess Leia gives to Grand Moff Tarkin to try to keep him from destroying Alderaan is:
A Dantooine

B Yavin

C. Hoth

D. Naboo



	
The actress who played Tasha Yar is the granddaughter of:
A Ronald Reagan

B Gene Roddenberry
 
C. Bob Hope

D. Bing Crosby



	
Ahsoka Tano’s nickname for her master is:
A Darth Tedious

B Skyguy
 
C. Ani Banani

D. Mom



	
Nyota Uhura’s first name was officially revealed in:
A Star Trek: The Original Series

B Star Trek: The Motion Picture

C Star Trek: Generations

D Star Trek (2009)



	
One of Queen Amidala’s handmaidens often pretended to be her to act as a decoy in case of trouble. Her name was:
A Sabé

B Rabé

C Leia

D Saché



	
Seven of Nine’s original name was:
A Seven of Seven

B Alice Janeway

C Annika Hansen

D Ophelia Scott
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CHAPTER 2

WOMEN
More Than Just 
Pretty Faces


While the men of Star Wars and Star Trek may have started out with the main roles, women have come on strong in the intervening decades. In Star Wars, they’ve gone from princesses who need to be rescued to queen-senators who rule wisely and well and are handy in a gunfight. In Star Trek, they’ve advanced from nurses and communications officers all the way up to captains of starships of their own.

Still, the managers of each franchise have never been afraid to play up the sex appeal of their women. Princess Leia didn’t wind up in that skimpy slave girl outfit in Jabba’s palace by accident, and Kirk always went for the pretty girls, no matter their planet of origin. And Borg or not, Seven of Nine’s bodysuit had no scientific reason to be so tight.

And women have embraced the sexy side of science fiction too. At the last few San Diego Comicons, a bevy of beautiful women dressed in Leia’s slave girl uniform gathered for a group photo-op around a life-sized model of Jabba the Hutt.

Still, we’re not grading the women of Star Wars and Star Trek by their beauty alone. For our contest, they’ll have to stand up and fight!

THE INGÉNUES

Just because you’re powerful doesn’t mean you know what you’re doing. When power comes to you too young, or when you’ve led a sheltered life, you can seem like a babe in the woods compared to the more seasoned alien-fighters around you. Sometimes, just like your male counterparts, say Luke Skywalker or Wesley Crusher, your only hope is to find a capable teacher who can help you live up to your potential.


PADMÉ AMIDALA VS. SEVEN OF NINE

PADMÉ AMIDALA

OCCUPATION: Democratically elected queen of Naboo

DATAPOINT: Natalie Portman, who first played Padmé in Star Wars: The Phantom Menace, was born Natalie Hershlag in Jerusalem, Israel.

SNAPSHOT: When Padmé Amidala became the queen of Naboo at the tender age of thirteen, circumstances thrust her immediately into war with the Trade Federation. Compelled to flee her homeworld rather than be captured, she had little experience of the wider galaxy. Despite her sheltered upbringing, Amidala enjoyed the protection of two Jedi (Obi-Wan Kenobi and Qui-Gon Jinn) and the services of a large retinue of handmaidens, some of whom resembled her enough to serve as decoys for her when necessary.

SEVEN OF NINE

OCCUPATION: Borg refugee

DATAPOINT: Jeri Ryan, who played Seven of Nine in Star Trek: Voyager, made her debut acting appearance in an episode of Who’s the Boss?

SNAPSHOT: Captured and assimilated into the Borg Collective at the tender age of six, Seven of Nine spent eighteen years as a Borg. When she was trapped on the Federation starship Voyager, the Starfleet crew managed to separate her from the collective. Soon after, the Doctor managed to remove most of her Borg circuitry, leaving only the most vital of her Borg implants still in place. She knows little of the ways of humanity after so much time as part of the Borg, and she trusts no one.
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