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Welcome to Paranormal Perspectives


It was important for me to develop Paranormal Perspectives for those seeking a deeper understanding of the paranormal world. This series is intended for sceptics, believers, and those who have unfathomable experiences and are often frightened by them. These books will help their understanding of what is happening to them.


The Paranormal Perspectives series will explore, in-depth, the encounters, theories, and research into incomprehensible events and how these experiences motivated remarkable individuals to delve deeper and share their extraordinary relationships of the paranormal with the world.


Paranormal Perspectives begins with five books exploring the spectrum of metaphysical events, with insight from the UK’s top ghost detective, a licensed clinical psychologist, a retired English professor, a prolific UFO investigator, and a writer specialising in first-hand, personal paranormal encounters.


You, too, may have had a lifetime of unearthly experiences and may wish to add to the series. Please visit 6th-books.com for further information. We look forward to hearing from you.


I hope you enjoy this series as it guides you on your quest and pulls back the veil to shine light into the unknown.


Sleep well,


G L Davies


Author of Haunted: Horror of Haverfordwest
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What People Are Saying About


Paranormal Perspectives: Portraits of Alien Encounters


This admirable study plunges promptly into the darkest psychological regions behind the jolly mythology of aliens and UFOs peddled universally by the entertainment media. To the uninitiated it will be scary, certainly, but an eye-opener well worth the effort.


Robert Rickard, Fortean Times


Part of the value of Nigel’s book is in showing how these “extreme” reports shade into the generality of UFO cases and other anomalous personal experiences.


Peter Rogerson, Magonia


Nigel is never one to shirk a challenge and simply thrives upon situations which would make less broad-minded imaginations warp, creek and eventually collapse in utter despair! Certainly, he was tested in the case of Paul Bennett, then a 13-year-old schoolboy from Shipley, West Yorkshire. For Paul claimed the most remarkable track record for seeing UFOs, entities, ghosts, robots and so on. Not for him occasional glimpses of these other worlds. They impinged directly upon his reality, and he lived with them.


Jenny Randles, Northern UFO News


UFO Investigations Manual


As with all Haynes manuals the quality and content is great, the subject is well covered and just my cup of tea.


Trevtron, Amazon review


This book is a must read for anyone who claims to be a ufologist, as it puts us on the trail of what could be the solution to the most common cases of sighting among the uninformed population. I recommend it 100%.


Leopoldo Zambrano Enríquez, Amazon review


This is a fascinating book by Nigel Watson which has been well researched and presented. It explains the history of UFO sightings with lots of facts and photographs. The thing I like is that it is balanced, for example, it covers the faking and misidentification of UFOs as well as credible sightings. There is also speculation about the possible propulsion of UFOs etc. In addition, it contains a section devoted to UFOs making a UFO report etc. There’s very comprehensive coverage of a challenging and fascinating subject – I cannot think how anyone with an interest in the subject would not find this a worthy addition to their bookshelf.


Nimbus, Amazon review


The author has no axe to grind, which is refreshing, and he writes in a very objective as well as informative manner.


R.E. Cox, Amazon review


Ideal present for anyone interested in UFOs.


Antony, Amazon review


This is probably as good and comprehensive an analysis of the UFO phenomenon as one is likely to find in such a compact format. Nigel Watson knows ufology from the grassroots; he’s done the investigatory legwork and could never be described as an ‘armchair ufologist’.


John Rimmer, Magonia


UFOs of the First World War


I would recommend this book. It’s very scholarly and entertaining. The amount of information can be a little overwhelming at times, though.


OE, Amazon review


This book was an excellent read and in my opinion an unbiased account and analysis of reports of aerial phenomena straddling the WWI period. I especially enjoyed the de-bunking of myths.


Oscar, Amazon review


It has some great World War I information and we get to see how these UFO sightings occurred around the world right before the war. There is also some mention of the UFO that the Red Baron shot down. Possibly a hoax, so the book doesn’t spend time trying to convince you that these were actual aliens, but it does lay out the facts with documentation that something was seen that could not be explained for the most part. It’s a fun read.


William R. Schlichter, Amazon review


Captured by Aliens?


This is an important book and one which I recommend.


Peter Rogerson


The backbone of the book is the Barney and Betty Hill abductions in 1961, which seem to have started the phenomenon in its modern form, though there were earlier equivalent instances. The Hills crop up in most chapters, but along the way we also discover Victorian “airship” sightings, the “contactees” of the 1950s – who rather than being abducted claim to have had a more voluntary exchange of information with aliens and visits to their ships (who were almost all like ordinary humans and tended to come from Mars or Venus) – and the evolution of the key parts of abduction stories, from intrusive medical examinations to lost time.


Brian Clegg, Amazon review


Although his conclusions support the view that the abduction phenomenon, and indeed a large part of the entire UFO story, is of psycho-social origin, this is without the hard-line dogmatism that mars much of the “sceptical” writing on the topic. He is careful to note that there are many instances where we have to simply admit that we do not know.


John Rimmer, Magonia









[image: Image]









Previous Books


Portraits of Alien Encounters, VALIS Books, London, 1990.


ISBN: 978-0951625101


UFO Investigations Manual: UFO Investigations from 1892 to the Present Day, Haynes, Yeovil, UK, 2013.


ISBN: 978-0857334008


UFOs of the First World War: Phantom Airships, Balloons, Aircraft and Other Mysterious Aerial Phenomena, History Press, Stroud, Gloucestershire, 2015.


ISBN: 978-0750959148


Captured by Aliens? A History and Analysis of American Abduction Claims, McFarland, Jefferson, North Carolina, 2020.


ISBN: 978-1476681412









[image: Image]









[image: image]


First published by Sixth Books, 2025


Sixth Books is an imprint of Collective Ink Ltd.,


Unit 11, Shepperton House, 89 Shepperton Road, London, N1 3DF


office@collectiveinkbooks.com


www.collectiveinkbooks.com


www.6th-books.com


For distributor details and how to order please visit the ‘Ordering’ section on our website.


Text copyright: Nigel Watson 2024


ISBN: 978 1 80341 745 5


978 1 80341 876 6 (ebook)


Library of Congress Control Number: 2024938649


All rights reserved. Except for brief quotations in critical articles or reviews, no part of this book may be reproduced in any manner without prior written permission from the publishers.


The rights of Nigel Watson as author have been asserted in accordance with the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.


A CIP catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library.


Design: Lapiz Digital Services


UK: Printed and bound by CPI Group (UK) Ltd, Croydon, CR0 4YY


Printed in North America by CPI GPS partners




We operate a distinctive and ethical publishing philosophy in all areas of our business, from our global network of authors to production and worldwide distribution.














To the UFO enigma.









Acknowledgements


I am indebted to all the people I interviewed for this book who gave me their valuable time and hospitality. And, to everybody who has given me their advice (whether I took it or not), information and support, I offer my grateful thanks.


For their encouragement and ideas, special thanks go to: Martin Kottmeyer, Jenny Randles, Robert Rickard, John Rimmer, Peter Rogerson, Roger Sandell and David Sutton.


My thanks are due to the following UFO investigators who have, through their own investigations and reports, aided mine: Brian Allan, Chris Aubeck, Graham and Mark Birdsall, Peter Brookesmith, Eileen Buckle, David Clarke, Andrew Collins, Mike Covell, Ian Cresswell, Geoffrey Doel, Tony Dodd, Hilary Evans, Chris Evers, Carl Grove, Kevin Goodman, John Hanson, John Harney, Leslie Harris, John Hind, Richard Holland, Ted Horton, Philip Hudson, Miles Johnson, Martin Keatman, Barry King, Isaac Koi, Philip Mantle, Shirley McIver, Steve Mera, Robert Morrell, Richard Nash, Norman Oliver, Granville Oldroyd, Graham Phillips, Mark Pilkington, David Rees, Andy Roberts, Malcolm Robinson, Paul Screeton, Terry Shotton, John Spencer, Susan Stead, Clas Svahn, Tim Swartz, David Sydeserff, Alan Walsh, Peter Warrington, John Watson, Dirk van der Werff, Paul Whetnall, Trevor Whitaker, Nigel Wright.


Thanks to Charles Bowen, Jerome Clark, Gordon Creighton, Charles Fort, John Keel, and Jacques Vallée whose writings have all been very helpful and thought provoking.


Thanks also go to, John Croft, Alan Drinkell, Clive Potter, Rob Waugh and Robin Witting.


To all the membership of UFOIN, and to SUFORS members: Dennis and Keith Beacroft, Graham, Roger Hebb, David Johnson, Perry, and Ray & Liz.


The ideas expressed in this text are solely my own and do not necessarily reflect those of the people mentioned above.









Abbreviations


APRO: Aerial Phenomena Research Organization.


ASC: Altered State of Consciousness.


ASSAP: The Association for the Scientific Study of Anomalous Phenomena.


BRUFORP: Bradfordian Research into Unidentified Flying Objects and Related Phenomenon.


BSRA: Borderland Sciences Research Association.


BUFOG: Birmingham UFO Group.


BUFORA: British UFO Research Association.


CAS: Classic Abduction Syndrome (or scenario).


CAUS: Citizens Against UFO Secrecy.


CIA: Central Intelligence Agency.


CSICOP: Committee for the Scientific Investigation of Phenomenon.


CUFOS: Center for UFO Studies.


ESP: Extra Sensory Perception.


ETH: Extraterrestrial Hypothesis.


FBI: Federal Bureau of Investigation.


FOIA: Freedom of Information Act.


FSR: Flying Saucer Review.


GSW: Ground Saucer Watch.


IFO: Identified Flying Object.


IUR: International UFO Reporter, journal published by CUFOS.


LAPIS: Lancashire Anomalous Phenomena Investigation Society


LITS: Lights in the Sky.


JASON: July, August, September, October, November. Peak periods of UFO activity according to Paul Bennett.


Majestic 12: See MJ-12.


MJ-12: Alleged secret US Government agency that deals with UFOs and aliens.


MIB: Men In Black.


MT: Metro Triangle.


MUFOB: Merseyside UFO Bulletin.


MUFON: Mutual UFO Network.


NUFOR: National UFO Research.


NDE: Near Death Experience.


NICAP: National Investigations Committee on Aerial Phenomena.


NUFON: Northern UFO Network.


OLM: Outer Limits Magazine.


PSH: Psychosocial Hypothesis.


SETI: Search for Extraterrestrial Intelligence.


SUFORS: Scunthorpe UFO Research Society.


SP: Sleep Paralysis.


UAP: Unidentified Aerial Phenomena.


UAP: Unidentified Anomalous Phenomena.


UAV: Unidentified Anomalous Vehicle.


UFO: Unidentified Flying Object.


UFOIN: UFO Investigators Network.


USAF: United States Air Force.


WUFOS: Wirral UFO Society.


YUFOS: Yorkshire UFO Society.









Preface


The UFO enigma is here to stay. Every now and again there are mutterings that the subject is a dead duck, but it only takes a new sighting, a video or a photograph to revive interest in the topic.


The revelation in 2017 that the US had funded a secret Advanced Aerospace Threat Identification Program (AATIP) to the tune of 22 million dollars, along with videos taken by US Navy pilots, brought UFOs back into the headlines.


Now retitled as Unidentified Anomalous Phenomena (UAP), the storm of publicity brought about US Congress hearings where the idea that UAPs are of a non-terrestrial origin was strongly endorsed. Another consequence was that the Pentagon set up an All-domain Anomaly Resolution Office (AARO) to collect, record, investigate and evaluate UAP reports and is mandated to provide Congress with an annual report of their findings, whilst NASA has set up an independent UAP study that will concentrate on “aerial” phenomena.


Kevin Knuth, Robert Powell and Peter Reali, members of the Scientific Coalition for UAP Studies, in a 2019 paper note that reliable witnesses have seen structured craft that exhibit “impossible” flight characteristics. They state: “Estimated accelerations range from almost 100g to 1000s of gs with no observed air disturbance, no sonic booms, and no evidence of excessive heat commensurate with even the minimal estimated energies. In accordance with observations, the estimated parameters describing the behavior of these craft are both anomalous and surprising. The extreme estimated flight characteristics reveal that these observations are either fabricated or seriously in error, or that these craft exhibit technology far more advanced than any known craft on Earth.”


Their belief is that: “The observed flight characteristics of these craft are consistent with the flight characteristics required for interstellar travel.”


Other serious supporters of UAPs have agreed with such views and have speculated that these non-terrestrial craft are from other dimensions.


We should wind the clock back to 1947 when Kenneth Arnold’s sighting of flying saucers, initiated fears that they were some kind of Soviet super weapon or extraterrestrial visitors preparing to invade our planet.


At that time the United States Air Force quickly established Project Sign to investigate sightings and in an unreleased “Estimate of the Situation” it was claimed that after filtering out cases that could be identified as misidentifications, the remaining cases might be of interplanetary vehicles.


An article in Life magazine in April 1952 supported such an outlook. Reviewing hundreds of reports from the Air Force files, it concluded that UFOs “cannot be explained by present science as natural phenomena – but solely as artificial devices, created and operated by a high intelligence.” And “no power plant known or projected on earth could account for the performance of these devices.”


Long before Kevin Knuth, Robert Powell and Peter Reali, the Life article quotes from Dr Walther Riedel, who had worked on rocket technology at Peenemunde in World War Two:


First, the skin temperatures of structures operating under the observed conditions would make it impossible for any terrestrial structure to survive. The skin friction of the missile at those speeds at those altitudes would melt any metals or nonmetals available.


Second, consider the high acceleration at which they fly and maneuver … In some descriptions the beast spirals straight up. If you think of the fact that the centrifugal force in a few minutes of such a maneuver would press the crew against the outside, and do likewise to the blood, you see what I mean.


Third …There are many occurrences where they have done things that only a pilot could perform but that no human pilot could stand.


Fourth, in most of the reports there is a lack of visible jets. Most observers report units without visible flame, and no trail. If it would be any known type of jet, rocket, piston engine, or chain-reaction motor, there would, be a very clear trail at high altitude … It is from no power unit we know of…


Project Sign was superseded by Project Grudge and Project Blue Book that sought to explain all sightings and dismissed any exotic explanations or theories. This was done to prevent military communications being clogged up by flying saucer reports that could be initiated by a foreign power to camouflage a real missile attack.


Civilians like Donald E. Keyhoe and his National Investigations Committee on Aerial Phenomena (NICAP) organisation took up the challenge to thoroughly investigate UFO sightings and to get the Government to admit that they were hiding evidence of interplanetary visitations.


Whilst Keyhoe took a scientific approach to the subject, he was concerned about “the crackpots who claim to have ridden saucers and talked with spacemen or women. Unfortunately I have laid the groundwork for these phonies to succeed; I think I have built up a fairly logical case for an interplanetary answer... you have to be stronger than the fakers.”


Keyhoe was frustratingly stuck between the rock of the Air Force’s extreme scepticism and the hardcore contactee “crackpots” who thrived on telling wild stories with no evidence to back up their claims.


The physical sciences do have their place in the study of the UFO phenomenon, but the tendency has been for other aspects of the phenomenon to be ignored or excluded for the sake of what is regarded as scientific objectivity. For example, the late Charles Bowen who edited Flying Saucer Review, related the story of a well-known UFO investigator who interviewed a UFO witness whose story was so improbable that he listened to the person in an ultra-sceptical vein. Several years later the same investigator was staggered to read a report of a case that was very similar to the old case he had cast aside for fear that it was a romantic fabrication. In the process of UFO investigation, this kind of censoring of evidence is not uncommon.


When Project Blue Book was closed in 1969, it concluded that:




	No UFO reported, investigated, and evaluated by the Air Force was ever an indication of threat to our national security;


	There was no evidence submitted to or discovered by the Air Force that sightings categorized as “unidentified” represented technological developments or principles beyond the range of modern scientific knowledge; and


	There was no evidence indicating that sightings categorized as “unidentified” were extraterrestrial vehicles.





That was a pretty damning conclusion, one that the British Ministry of Defence has always concurred with. It does make you wonder if the latest NASA and AARO studies will come to similar findings, or will they find the truth (whatever that is) that ufologists lust for?


Going back to the 1970s, civilian groups and individuals carried on with a gritty determination to continue their work. It was in this decade stories of alien abductions slowly became accepted by ufologists. These told of people being forcefully zapped inside spaceships and intimately examined. They presented a sharp contrast to the friendly space rides given to the contactees, yet the abductees like the contactees often passed on the message that the aliens will save us from inevitable doom if we do not change our ways.


Flying saucers dominated classic science fiction films of the 1950s, but with a few exceptions they had cheesy plotlines and pathetic special effects. The release of Steven Spielberg’s Close Encounters of the Third Kind in 1978 changed all that. His big budget homage to those films and to the subject of UFOs, powerfully showing Government secrecy, abductions, all types of impressive looking UFOs and the aliens’ ability to contact chosen people through telepathic images. It all culminates with the release of human abductees and the appearance of enigmatic spindly grey aliens emerging from their gigantic mothership. The fanfare of publicity surrounding it in Britain certainly gave interest in the subject a big boost.


That film and the stream of imitators helped establish the image of the alien greys, that Keyhoe would have dismissed as the imaginings of crackpots.


Close Encounters shows they are from outer space and have far superior technology to our own. The extraterrestrial hypothesis (ETH) scores over so many of the ideas advanced to replace it, in that it is a natural explanation. Paranormal and parapsychological theories try to explain the elusive quality of alien encounters, but they are unsatisfactory because they use one set of mysteries to explain another.


The ETH supporters seek spaceships, the paranormal enthusiasts and contactees chase “space ghosts” whilst the so-called “new ufologists” of the 1970s sought relevance, context and understanding of the UFO experience by embracing the psychosocial hypothesis (PSH).


The PSH regards UFO experiences as the outcome of personal psychology in the context of the cultural and sociological setting. Peter Rogerson, one of the pioneers of new ufology noted:


“We should perhaps think of separate social panics, rumours, folklore and contemporary mythologies, all organised around a common structure of the flying saucer.”


Whatever theory you support there is no simple and all-embracing answer to the UFO phenomenon.


My Portraits of Alien Encounters book was written with the excitement of the release of Star Wars, Close Encounters and the boom in science fiction films in the background. My aim in that book, and this revised update, was to collect, investigate and record the reports that came my way.


I discovered a massive underbelly of reports that even ufologists were likely to reject as too weird or unbelievable, by people who might be cruelly branded as crackpots. UFO and paranormal scholar Hilary Evans notes that calling people crackpots or labelling their accounts as “figments of the imagination” offers no help to the percipient or to our understanding their experiences. He goes on to say that, “in neglecting the investigation of such reports, science is passing over a wealth of case-material which could tell us more about how the human mind works.”


Portraits was a snapshot of ufology, mainly in northern England, of that period, and finally published in 1990. Now many decades later this is an extensively revised version and some of the chapters have been deleted and replaced with newer and more relevant cases and reports that supplement the older ones.


The cases here show the sheer variety of UFO experiences, and I have tried to present them as best as possible in the words of the percipients without trying to force them into any explanatory box.
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Introduction


1970s Ufology


To me the 1970s was the Golden Age of ufology, it was a time when local, national and international groups were having regular meetings and cases were reported and discussed in a growing number of magazines. We hammered out letters and articles on typewriters and used landline telephones. Abduction and high-strangeness reports were just about being accepted by ufologists, Roswell was just a footnote in history and Rendlesham was yet to come.


The Apollo moon-landing missions led to my interest in UFOs. I started by collecting newspaper clippings that mentioned anything related to space exploration and at the local library, I got any book available on the subject. On the same shelves were books about UFOs and I inevitably gravitated towards them. Some featured sober stories of “respectable” people seeing strange things in the sky and the USAF investigations into the matter, written by the likes of Donald Keyhoe.


There were as many contactee books, by George Adamski and George Hunt Williamson who said they met the space people on Earth and were taken on trips inside the saucers. The Scoriton Mystery by Eileen Buckle impressed me because it related to events in England, and it had connections with Adamski. Later, I was disappointed to read Norman Oliver’s criticism of the case in his Sequel to Scoriton and his conclusion that it was a hoax.


At the time I was open to the idea that spaceships might be visiting us. Erich von Daniken’s Chariots of the Gods? seemed to confirm that they had been visiting us for thousands of years.


The Apollo missions had made it logical to think that if we could leave our “cradle” then alien intelligences could have done so long ago. This type of reasoning was certainly used in Stanley Kubrick’s 2001: A Space Odyssey. I saw this in the early 1970s and was really knocked out by the special effects and its use of the black monolith(s) that represented an alien intelligence.


From one of the UFO books, I got the address of Flying Saucer Review, and I started subscribing to it straight away. In this the writings of John Keel indicated that the ETH theory when applied to UFO reports was found wanting. Not much later I started getting the Merseyside UFO Bulletin (MUFOB) that was later renamed Magonia, which maintained a sceptical outlook towards the ETH and promoted other aspects of the “new ufology”.


Another big influence on me was Robert Rickard’s The News that became the great Fortean Times. Since I had already begun cutting out “space” stories in the newspapers it wasn’t a big leap to start sending any Fortean-type clippings and articles to The News.


In the meantime, I collected reports of UFO and paranormal events in my hometown of Scunthorpe and the surrounding county of Lincolnshire. Using this material, I wrote a few short articles about UFO sightings in the area for the local newspapers. These put me in contact with a couple of other people interested in the subject.


SUFORS


One day I met the manager of the Grange Farm Hobbies Centre, and he suggested setting up a group. He put an announcement in the local press asking for people to come to an introductory meeting. I didn’t expect much of a turn-out but was shocked and pleased to find a room full of people who wanted to start a group. After much deliberation we called ourselves the Scunthorpe UFO Research Society (SUFORS). Our first official meeting was held on 24 May 1972, and our rather ambitious aims were to:




	
Collect, evaluate and disseminate information on UFOs and allied phenomena.


	To promote free speech and open-minded conversation on UFOs and allied subjects.


	To promote interest locally, and later, internationally, liaising with other organisations, allied to our own.


	To combine conversation and debate with practical fieldwork, including regular skywatches, and to liaise with suitable authorities.





For two years we had weekly meetings at the Hobbies Centre. Here we would bring the latest UFO books and magazines and discuss the various theories to account for UFO reports. John Keel and his view that UFOs were some kind of inter-dimensional force that could come in and out of our time frame/dimension was much in favour.


One or two members were staunch supporters of George Adamski, but the rest of us were sceptical. Our group established a small library of books, but it was mainly a social group. To gain funds to pay for the hire of the room we even ran a few “UFO Discos” in the main hall of the Centre. They were so popular that the Centre started running their own discos.


Not long after forming, about six of us piled into a Bedford Workabus and spent a week visiting Warminster, Stonehenge, Silbury Hill, West Kennet Long Barrow and Glastonbury. We visited Cradle Hill and did a bit of skywatching, but we only saw a few other UFO seekers. Indeed, it would have been hard to guess that Warminster had been a hotbed of UFO activity in the 1960s. To relieve the boredom, some members of our group hid behind a bush when some American ufologists came up Cradle Hill one night. Using a metal detector, they blasted eerie electronic sounds into the air, not surprisingly the visitors were excited and delighted by this alien activity. After a cursory walk round, the Americans went home thinking they had encountered the notorious “thing”. The only spooky thing we saw were the staring eyes of sheep in a nearby field.


On the same trip we met Molly Carey who had taken hundreds of photos of Stonehenge; they indicated that all forms of figures and illustrations had been chiselled into the rock faces. Unfortunately, these could have been created by the effects of shadows upon the rough surface of the rocks and a dose of imagination – just like the structures “seen” in Mars space probe pictures.


Later in the 1970s, I made two more visits to Frome and Warminster. These again involved visits to local pubs and Cradle Hill. The only sign of a UFO came one night when a car full of us were driving to Frome. Along with two other cars, we stopped at the side of the road to watch a group of lights slowly flying towards us, but after several minutes we heard engines and saw that the object was an airship with lights attached to it. If it had not got closer, we would have been convinced that we had seen a flying saucer.


Another trip involved meeting an old and distinguished Lincolnshire folklorist, Ethel Rudkin. Many years earlier she had written a detailed account of phantom black dog reports in Lincolnshire for the Folklore Society. Over a fine spread of tea and scones she said she had thought about sending up a kite before we arrived to make us think it was a UFO. She obviously had a good sense of humour and was intrigued to learn how the folklore of black dogs had a link with UFOs.


During the 1970s, I became more interested in collecting evidence and interviewing witnesses. One of the earliest reports I collected was taken from the Scunthorpe Evening Telegraph that tells of how busman Melvyn Batty and his two children saw a silver UFO, going from west to east. They were walking home along Frodingham Road, Scunthorpe, on the morning of 20 November, and Melvyn said: “I thought it might have been a jet plane but then I noticed that it had no wings. It was dome-shaped and was going across the sky faster than an ordinary aeroplane without leaving a trail. It was a perfectly clear sky and I’m sure I was not mistaken.” When nearby RAF Manby and RAF Scampton were contacted, they said that nothing unusual was seen or reported to them. It was possible they saw an aircraft or even a bird reflecting the morning sun.


There was a bright blue flash and sparks associated with a muffled bang, over parkland near Bottesford Lane, Scunthorpe, in the early hours of 05 August 1971. Between 25 and 29 October 1971 there was a spate of sightings over Scunthorpe. Whilst walking up Mary Street, which is in the town centre, at about 7 p.m. on 27 October, my grandmother saw a brilliant red light which looked like a balloon, go up and then go down changing to orange as it did so. An hour later, ten-year-old Paul Richardson of Dewsbury Avenue, saw a “bright red light that seemed to come down, changed to an orange light and moved off terribly fast”. Two other separate sightings were made by Richard and David Langton, and Linda Robinson. The next day at teatime, two women saw what they described as a sun coloured “double-saucer” move slowly from the southeast to northwest. It stopped for a few minutes then went out of sight leaving a reddish-gold line in the sky. There were other sightings of a “red oval object”, a “red pulsating light”, a flashing red light associated with the buzzing sound of a refrigerator, a UFO with green, red and blue lights around it, a UFO chasing two geese that split into six silver objects with black patches on them, and an oval object with two long exhaust pipes. This mini-flap ended with the sighting by Mr Hills of a hovering port-holed craft, which seemed to be tubular in shape, as he was driving towards Crowle Crossroads at 8.45 a.m.


Through contact with David Rees and Jenny Randles, in 1974 SUFORS joined their regional collective of UFO groups, which eventually became the Northern UFO Network (NUFON). This helped cement relations between groups and individuals scattered throughout the north of England and was intended to facilitate the communication of UFO reports and data. Most of this information was diligently collected and published by Jenny Randles in the monthly Northern UFO News.


By the end of 1976, SUFORS was virtually a spent force. Two of our most charismatic members had gone on a quest to India, but via a nasty traffic accident in Turkey, they ended up moving to Sheffield.


A few of us did meet informally, and SUFORS was officially revived in 1977, after some local UFO sightings created a renewed interest in the subject. We held monthly meetings at the Central Community Centre, but it did not have the same friendly environment as the Grange Farm Hobbies Centre. In 1978 we invited a variety of guest speakers, including Rex Dutta the publisher of Viewpoint Aquarius magazine, who visited us twice. He was well dressed and well spoken, and I recall he drove an E-Type Jaguar. On one of these occasions, he hypnotised a few people in the audience. He was a promoter of Adamski and other contactee cases and was into New Age topics. It was his view that:


Space Mind/Full Mind/Manas being the technical term, can make a body at will; whether the body is the “Space Man, Space Woman,” or is a UFO, Mother Ship, etc. Any form, at will. That’s why the Space Peoples take the shape the earthling wants/fears/expects; if our own personal aura stinks, we see monsters; if we are conceited, we see imitations of ourselves (but, of course, not quite as good as ourselves) i.e. humanoids; if we want/fear/expect golden-haired messiahs, we see those.


Space Mind/Full Mind/Manas can make landed Saucers dense-physical enough for the French Government to estimate from the ground depressions their weights to be up to 100 tons. All these are real, are dense, are seen on radar, are responsive to our five-only senses.


Of course, Space Mind/Full Mind/Manas does not grub around with light-years, but travels with the instantaneous speed of thought. How long does it take your mind to think of getting to the Star Sirius? You’ re there already.


In contrast, in March, John Croft of the Cleethorpes Astronomical Society gave a talk on interplanetary spaceflight and how we might contact extraterrestrials, using our own less superior technology.


We ran the Fourth NUFON conference at the Scunthorpe Film Theatre on 24 June 1978, where Gary Heseltine, now a well-known ufologist, who lived in Scunthorpe at that time, made an appearance. Tickets for a full day of talks cost an astonishing £1.50. In the Checkpoint science fiction fanzine (No. 90, July 1978) Darroll Pardoe wrote:


We went to the “4th Northern UFO Network Conference” in Scunthorpe on the last Saturday in June: it was organised by a group of the “New” UFOlogists: i.e., those who regard the phenomenon as subjective rather than objective. The audience was less than might be hoped (about 40), but the audience did include a number of vocal old-guard UFOlogists who provided a bit of verbal confrontation (including one amazing person who dragged in Ur of the Chaldees and the Protocols of the Elders of Zion).


In the morning we saw some movie film of UFOs, which wouldn’t have convinced anybody, but apparently is the best available, UFOs being notoriously shy of cine-cameras. And as a change from the serious stuff, the evening was devoted to a two-hour show of clips from sf films given by Philip Jenkinson, including a complete version of Melies’ 1903 trip to the moon film.


After the conference SUFORS officially died away as we did not have enough core members to keep up a monthly schedule, and we again resorted to informal meetings in local pubs.


As NUFON and Jenny Randles’s UFO career progressed she was able to pass on to me what were then called “high strangeness” cases. Many of these were reported after the release of Steven Spielberg’s Close Encounters of the Third Kind. I was lucky enough to attend a preview screening of the film in London in March 1978, but it wasn’t what I expected. Nonetheless it was a visually striking movie that brought to life the weird world of ufology (as seen through American eyes) even if you had never heard of Hynek or Vallee. On reflection, it is surprising the release of this film did not help sustain SUFORS during 1978.


High Strangeness


My high strangeness investigation reports were supplied to the UFO Investigators Network (UFOIN) and published in MUFOB and were eventually collected and expanded in my original version of this book: Portraits of Alien Encounters. Even these close encounters contained as many ambiguities and lack of solid evidence as sightings of lights in the sky. Shirley McIver, who was writing a thesis about ufology as part of her degree course in Behavioural Science attended several of the interviews I conducted with UFO witnesses.


Another important publication was UFO Brigantia that started life in 1983 as the West Yorkshire UFO Research Group Newsletter, edited by Paul Bennett. Issue No. 15, January 1986 of UFO Brigantia saw the editorship pass over to Andy Roberts. He continued its chronicle of local UFO cases and reported, often in a sceptical and humorous vein, the many highs and lows of ufology in general. Top writers in the field often wrote for Brigantia and it was a busy period when alien abductions were hotly debated here and in Magonia.


Phantom Airships


Back in the 1970s, I started going through old newspaper files to collect historical UFO or Fortean reports. This was mainly inspired by articles in FSR by Carl Grove, Jerome Clark, John Keel and Roger Sandell that discussed phantom airship and Spring Heeled Jack sightings in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Granville Oldroyd conducted intensive research into these areas and passed on most of his findings.


Granville was a prolific visitor to newspaper and library archives in the 1970s and 1980s in search of pre-1947 UFO stories. His prime interest was in collecting data about the British airship scares of 1909 and 1913, and this gradually spread to include anything related to rumours, legends and Fortean phenomena. Most of this material he had to transcribe by hand and then he typed it out to provide a presentable copy of his notes. Once he had gathered enough data to fill a large envelope, he posted copies to me and other researchers like David Clarke in Sheffield.


And it was Granville’s painstaking research that was the foundation for many of our (Oldroyd/Watson) co-authored articles in Magonia, Flying Saucer Review, the Fortean Tomes journal series and was the basis for several chapters in The Scareship Mystery (Domra, 2000). Granville was the co-author in 1985 of David Clarke’s very first booklet, Spooklights: A British Survey, that gathered many archive accounts of what are known today as “Unidentified Aerial Phenomena” abbreviated as UAP. The material in the booklet was later used in Paul Devereux’s book Earthlights Revelation (1989).


But by far the largest collection of our (Oldroyd, Clarke and Watson) data appeared in The 1912–1913 British Phantom Airship Scare Catalogue published by the Fund for UFO Research in 1988.


In our correspondence the main topics concerned short discussions about the validity or credibility of pre-1947 “phantom airship” flaps and how they compared with modern-day UFO reports, and the new lines of research Granville was planning to embark on. Although we corresponded for many years, he never revealed much about himself or his out-of-ufology activities or life. The most he revealed was that he worked as a gardener and owned a ten-ton road roller! I only met him once in the car park of a service station midway between his home in Heysham, Lancashire, and mine in Scunthorpe, where we exchanged a load of bulky documents. He seemed to be a very reserved person who chose his words carefully and this reflected his general approach to his research, he was never one to embrace wild theories or speculate beyond the given facts of a case. Granville enjoyed submerging himself in the newspapers and public record office files of the early part of the twentieth century, where the world was a totally different place compared to the later part of that century.


Now in the twenty-first century the process of his research looks equally ancient. Research now consists of googling, and you can exchange information and comments in seconds via email and social networks, whereas in the old days we clattered away on typewriters and used a mail service that took several days to send letters and documents. As most UFO newsletters and magazines came out on a monthly or quarterly basis, often punctuated by delays, some debates could rumble on for years.


Alien Influences


Looking back, I think we were inclined to think that there was some form of paranormal and/or mental interface between us and the aliens. With the inspiration of Carl Jung in the 1950s and the outpourings of Keel it did seem likely that “they” could directly or indirectly influence our minds, culture and society.


For me ufology served on a social and educational level. I gained a circle of friends in Scunthorpe that increasingly included people who were not directly interested in UFOs, and I regularly corresponded with ufologists and witnesses throughout Britain. One unknown consequence of my communications was revealed by Malcolm Jenson many years later:


Nigel Watson came into my life circa 1979 when I related to him my 1975 sighting. Years later he was responsible for introducing me, through common interests, to a lady who was to become my wife. 34 years later, still is! Avril and her mum had a close encounter of the first kind in 1969 at Washingborough, Lincs, and the object was picked up on radar and reported in the press. My wife has an alternative brain-wiring with her high-functioning autism/Aspergers, and therefore is a stickler for the smallest of detail. It could also be that this alternative brain-wiring is a key factor in the amazing amount of experiences she has had both before our union and during.


As I noted earlier, the psychological aspects of ufology finally encouraged me to take a degree in the subject and made me even more sceptical of the ETH and UFO theories in general. In addition, I went off to study Film and Literature at the University of Warwick which helped me look at how UFOs are represented in popular entertainment and how such cultural influences have had an impact on real ufology.


Since then, ufology has changed for good and bad, but I still find it a fascinating subject that has taken me from Scunthorpe to the wildest frontiers of Magonia.
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