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  Help Us Keep This Guide Up to Date




  




  



  Every effort has been made by the author and editors to make this guide as accurate and useful as possible. However, many things can change after a guide is published—trails are rerouted, regulations change, facilities come under new management, and so forth.




  We would love to hear from you concerning your experiences with this guide and how you feel it could be improved and kept up to date. While we may not be able to respond to all comments and suggestions, we’ll take them to heart, and we’ll also make certain to share them with the author. Please send your comments and suggestions to the following email address:




  editorial@falcon.com




  Thanks for your input, and happy trails!
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MEET YOUR GUIDE



  




  Johnny Molloy is one of America’s most experienced and prolific outdoor writers. His outdoor passion was ignited on a backpacking trip in Great Smoky Mountains National Park. That first foray unleashed a love of the outdoors that led Johnny to spend over 4,500 nights backpacking, canoe camping, and tent camping throughout the United States and beyond over the past three decades.




  Friends enjoyed his outdoor adventure stories; one even suggested he write a book. He pursued his friend’s idea and soon parlayed his love of the outdoors into an occupation. The results of his efforts are over eighty books and guides. His writings include hiking guidebooks, camping guidebooks, paddling guidebooks, comprehensive guidebooks about a specific area, and true outdoor adventure books covering all or parts of twenty-seven states, including Hiking Through History: New England and Hiking New Jersey.




  Though primarily involved with book publications, Molloy writes for magazines and websites. He continues writing and traveling extensively throughout the United States, endeavoring in a variety of outdoor pursuits.




  A Christian, Johnny is an active member of Gideons International. His non-outdoor interests include reading, Christian studies, and University of Tennessee sports. For the latest on Johnny, please visit www.johnnymolloy.com.


 




   



  

    
INTRODUCTION



  




  Just about everybody in America has heard of the Berkshires. But where exactly are they? The Berkshires are an agglomeration of mountains—a southerly extension of Vermont’s Green Mountains—that stretch into western Massachusetts and northwestern Connecticut. They are home to a wealth of peaks rising from the Hoosic, Housatonic, and western Connecticut River valleys, rich with trail-laced public lands where we can hike to overlooks, waterfalls, and historical sites. It all started with area residents acknowledging and preserving the Berkshires’ scenic splendor. The citizenry could see that the special places would remain special if they were held in trust for the public to use and enjoy, to create forests and parks, from Mount Greylock State Reservation down to Mount Washington State Forest and Macedonia Brook State Park. Other preserves are privately held but open to the public, such as Clam River Preserve and Chesterfield Gorge.




  In a backdrop of southern New England’s finest mountain scenery, greater Berkshire hikers can immerse themselves in the region’s forests, mountains, and river valleys along which travel hiking trails. Starting in the Northern Berkshires, you can circle picturesque Mauserts Pond at Clarksburg State Park, garnering astounding views of adjacent highlands. Or climb to the overlooks at the Pine Cobble, a scenic destination beheld by locals for two centuries. The hike to The Cascade starts in the town of North Adams then transitions you to the backwoods and a photogenic waterfall.




  Moreover, how about the one and only Mount Greylock State Reservation? Hikes here include challenges of all levels through eye-pleasing scenery and varied ecosystems often argued as the Berkshires’ finest preserve. Make a loop that not only visits the war memorial atop Mount Greylock, but also takes in other vistas and Massachusetts’s only pure boreal forest. Head to lesser-visited Ribbon Falls and Ragged Mountain for overlooks and cataracts. Other hikes take you to still more cascades on a scenic waterfall-hunting loop. The hike to Money Brook Falls is only part of a challenging trek that climbs past peaks and also presents one of the best panoramas in the entire Berkshire region. A longer trek leads you along the Greylock massif to Rounds Rock and more views. Alternatively, work your way up Jones Nose through meadows to more panoramas and an easy, level route back.




  Or you can take the famed Ashuwillticook Rail Trail past Cheshire Reservoir, through towns, along wide swamps, and beside raucous river rapids. Hike to the “Grandstand of the Greylock Range” at Spruce Hill. Walk where aboriginals trekked at Mohawk Trail State Forest, visiting the gorgeous Deerfield River as well as Todd Mountain and the Indian Lookout. Make the historic walk near the Hancock Shaker Village up to sacred religious sites within Pittsfield State Forest. The tramp to Cheshire Cobbles and Gore Pond traces the fabled Appalachian Trail from the town of Cheshire up to a rock outcrop that opens a breathtaking landscape north into the Green Mountains of Vermont, west to the Taconics, and south as far as the horizon allows.
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    Enjoy hiker action like this on Hike 29 Tri State Views Loop, page 168.




  The Southern Berkshires present even more opportunities to see the best of this region on hikes of every difficulty. Yokun Ridge South is one of the much appreciated properties managed by the Berkshire Natural Resources Council, with worthy, well-managed trails open to the public that lead to views aplenty as well as an old home site and mountain pond. The hike around Washington Mountain Marsh takes you through a wet wonderland with wildlife-viewing opportunities and boardwalk after boardwalk across a highland swamp ringed in mountains. The hike at Chesterfield Gorge takes you along the federally designated wild and scenic Westfield River then loops back through deep forests. The family hike over the Keystone Arch Bridges Trail returns you to the first Berkshires railroad, now reverted back to wilderness. Hike the Appalachian Trail past an old fire tower site to Finerty Pond, a highland tarn where you might spot a moose. The short loop at Tyringham Cobbles reaps big rewards.




  Visit Beartown State Forest to combine a walk around a bucolic pond and to a pair of eye-popping vistas that won’t fail to please. Add in some camping, paddling, or fishing while you’re at it. Bash Bish Falls is a Berkshires classic, a must-do walk to receive your official Berkshire hiker credentials. Have high expectations for the hike to Alander Mountain—and they will be met. The panoramas are difficult to exceed. Speaking of difficult, the Tri-State Views Loop has some challenging segments, but in the end you can gain stimulating views from Massachusetts, New York, and Connecticut, and even stand in all three states at once!




  The Connecticut Berkshires, also known as the Berkshire Hills or sometimes grouped with the Litchfield Hills, may be a little lower in elevation but are no less proud than the Massachusetts Berkshires and also offer a variety of worthwhile hikes that will leave you with a new respect for hiking in the Constitution State. The Bear Mountain Loop leads you to the highest mountain peak entirely within Connecticut and offers far-reaching vistas and a variety of ecosystems. The Appalachian Trail is your conduit to views from the outcrop that is the Lions Head, and is perfect for a family day hike. The unusual vista at Rand View, where a sloping meadow reveals jagged summits to the north as far as the eye can see, is a little more challenging but also uses the one and only Appalachian Trail.




  The Pine Knob Loop at Housatonic Meadows is a Connecticut classic that takes you along the Housatonic River and up to rock outcrops that deliver elevated perspectives of the river valley below, and a waterfall, too. Take the Mohawk Trail—the former route of the Appalachian Trail—to a clearing used as an Indian lookout for centuries. The hike at Macedonia Brook State Park will surprise, with its steep rock-slab slopes and a few places where you will be using your hands and feet to reach multiple views. The hike from Bulls Bridge takes you along a crashing river to a lesser waterway, then up a mountain with vistas. Add in a little colonial history to complete the trek. It all adds up to an impressive array of hiking destinations!




  It is in the Berkshires where the hikes in this book are found. After having the privilege of researching potential hikes for the book, hiking the hikes, taking photographs, shooting video, finding the ones that made the grade (and the ones that didn’t), exploring the parks beyond the trails, mapping the hikes, then actually writing and completing this compendium, I am excited to share these Berkshire adventures with you. The treks are an ideal mix of views and waterfalls, places where the human history of southern New England mixes with the natural history, where a wealth of flora and fauna makes hiking the Berkshires a singular experience.




  I think of the treasure trove of trails in this unique region, and how the hikes in this guide—the best hikes in the Berkshires—create a mosaic of trail experiences reflecting the wide array of adventures to be had in this part of the Appalachian Mountains. I hope the trails offered in this book will help you explore, understand, and appreciate the natural and human history of the Berkshires. Enjoy!




  WEATHER




  The Berkshires from North Adams to Bulls Bridge experience all four seasons in their entirety, and sometimes all at once when you take into account the elevation variations of the region, ranging from a little above 300 feet along the Housatonic River near Bulls Bridge, Connecticut, to 3,491 feet atop Massachusetts’s Mount Greylock.




  Summer is usually mild, with a few hot spells, though cool breezes can almost always be found along mountain streams and in the high country. Morning hikers can avoid the common afternoon thunderstorms that arise in the mountains. Electronic devices equipped with internet access allow summer hikers to monitor storms as they come up, though coverage can be spotty in places.




  Hikers increase in numbers when the first northerly fronts of fall sweep cool, clear air across the Berkshires. Crisp mornings, great for vigorous treks, give way to warm afternoons, more conducive to family strolls.




  Winters can be long and will bring frigid subfreezing days and chilling rains, and copious amounts of snow in the lowlands and even more at the higher elevations. Roads leading to highland trailheads may be closed or impassable. Winter brings far fewer hours of daylight; however, wise hike choices, a brisk hiking pace, and reasoned time management will keep you warm and walking. Each cold month has a few days of mild weather. Make the most of them, and seek out lower-elevation hikes.




  Spring will be more variable and leads to the mud season, when melting snow and rains can turn paths into quagmires. Avoid trails then to circumvent trail damage and a sloppy hike. In the spring a mild day can be followed by a cold one. Extensive rains bring re-growth, but also keep hikers indoors.




  A good way to plan your hiking is to check monthly averages of high and low temperatures and average rainfall for each month in Pittsfield, Massachusetts. Pittsfield averages 70.7 inches of snow and 46.4 inches of rain per year. The following climate data will give you a good idea of what to expect each month. However, remember temperatures can be cooler and precipitation higher in the adjacent highlands.




  




	

MONTH




	

AVERAGE HIGH (°F)




	

AVERAGE LOW (°F)




	

PRECIPITATION (INCHES)









	

January




	

31




	

11




	

2.8









	

February




	

35




	

14




	

3.1









	

March




	

43




	

21




	

2.8









	

April




	

56




	

32




	

3.2









	

May




	

67




	

42




	

3.6









	

June




	

76




	

52




	

5.4









	

July




	

80




	

56




	

4.3









	

August




	

80




	

55




	

4.3









	

September




	

71




	

47




	

3.7









	

October




	

59




	

36




	

4.5









	

November




	

47




	

28




	

2.9









	

December




	

35




	

18




	

3.6














  FLORA AND FAUNA




  The landscape of the Berkshires varies greatly, from the deep valleys of the Hoosic, Housatonic, and Connecticut River tributaries to the rocky, rising peaks extending along the Appalachians. A surprisingly large amount of forested public and private lands create significant swaths and travel corridors for wildlife to roam. At the top of the food chain stands the black bear. You can run into one anywhere in the region and on any trail included in this guide. Although attacks by black bears are very rare, they have happened in the East. Seeing a bear is an exciting yet potentially scary experience. If you meet a bear while hiking, stay calm and don’t run. Make loud noises to scare off the bear and back away slowly. Remain aware and alert.




  In addition to bruins, another even larger—albeit less dangerous—mammal you may see is the moose. They have made quite a comeback in Massachusetts—and are even spotted in Connecticut. Deer will be the land animal you most likely will see hiking area trails. They can be found throughout the Berkshires. Porcupines are common, too, but are more a threat to your dog than you. A quiet hiker may also witness turkeys, raccoons, or even a coyote. Expect to see beaver around ponds, especially where their dams are visible. Mountain streams and larger lakes may harbor otters. Remember, if you feel uncomfortable when encountering any critter, keep your distance and they will generally keep theirs.




  Overhead, many raptors will be plying the skies for food, including bald eagles, hawks, falcons, and owls. Depending upon where you are, other birds you may spot range from kingfishers to woodpeckers. Songbirds are abundant during the warm season no matter the habitat.




  The flora offers as much variety as you would expect with such elevational range. Elevation and exposure to the sun fashion differing conditions where varied habitats
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    Campbell Falls is one of the most picturesque cataracts in the Berkshires.
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    Hikes in this guide take place in western Massachusetts, northwestern Connecticut, and a little bit of New York.




  spring up. The absolute highest elevations harbor the spruce-fir ecosystem, while red spruce and balsam fir commonly mix with northern hardwoods of yellow birch, paper birch, beech, cherry, and maple. Along mountain streams and waterways, rhododendron rises lush, while incredible displays of wildflowers reflect a cornucopia of color—bleeding heart, Dutchman’s breeches, trilliums, trout lilies, pink lady’s slippers, and jack-in-the-pulpit.




  On drier, south-facing slopes, especially in the lower-elevation Connecticut Berkshires, hills harbor chestnut oak, red oak, hickory, and mountain laurel. Moist, low-elevation areas will also see red maple and black birch. It all adds up to vegetational variety of the first order that can be seen and experienced as spring climbs the mountains and fall descends back to the valleys.




  WILDERNESS RESTRICTIONS/REGULATIONS




  The best hikes in the Berkshires primarily take place in state forests and parks of Massachusetts and Connecticut, along the National Park Service–held Appalachian Trail corridor, and to a lesser extent privately held preserves open to public use. On one hike you may traverse multiple public parcels of land, going from a state park to a state forest, or from a state forest to a state reservation, and so on. Most of the time you will not know the difference—the flora and fauna of the Berkshires certainly don’t. A couple of hikes barely edge into New York. The public lands are managed differently where fees are concerned and are noted in each hike’s summary matter. Each unit will have its own backcountry camping regulations. The Appalachian Trail corridor in both Berkshire states allow camping only at specific designated sites.




  Detailed trail and road maps are available of almost all public and private lands traveled in this guide. Download them—they will come in handy in helping you get around.




  Then there are the private nature preserves. The Berkshire Natural Resources Council (www.brnc.org) and The Trustees (www.thetrustees.org) both preserve lands through which trails travel in this guide. Visit their websites for the latest regulations as well as to download helpful maps.




  
GETTING AROUND




  AREA CODES




  The greater Massachusetts Berkshires area code is 413, while the area codes in the Connecticut Berkshires are 860 and 959.




  ROADS




  For the purposes of this guide, the best hikes in the Berkshires are confined to western Massachusetts and northwestern Connecticut. Specifically in Massachusetts this includes all of Berkshire County as well as a little terrain to the east, and in Connecticut the most northwesterly portion of the state, from Norfolk to Goshen to Bulls Bridge, roughly following the state’s Appalachian Trail corridor.




  All hikes in this guide are well west of I-91, but I-90 in Massachusetts does cut through the Berkshires en route to the Empire State. Major state arteries include MA 2, MA 9, MA 8, and CT 41. Major federal arteries include US 7 and US 44. Directions to trail-heads are given from these arteries or easily identifiable towns.




  BY AIR




  Pittsfield (PSF) has the only airport of size in the Berkshires. Other options are Springfield, Massachusetts (SFY), or Hartford, Connecticut (BDL). To book reservations online, check out your favorite airline’s website or search a travel site for the best price.




  BY BUS




  Most trailheads are not accessible via bus, but Greyhound serves some towns in the Berkshires; visit www.greyhound.com for more information.




  VISITOR INFORMATION




  For general information on visiting the Berkshires, visit www.berkshires.org or call (413) 499-1600. For a broader Massachusetts sampling, visit www.visitma.com. The overall official Connecticut tourism website is www.ctvisit.com.







   



  

    
HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE



  




  Take a close enough look, and you’ll find that this guide contains just about everything you’ll ever need to choose, plan for, enjoy, and survive a hike in the Berkshires. Stuffed with useful western Berkshires–specific information, Hiking the Berkshires features forty mapped and cued hikes. The hikes are grouped into three units. “Northern Berkshires” covers hikes in northwestern Massachusetts, including Mount Greylock Reservation. “Southern Berkshires” harbors hikes in southwest Massachusetts, including Mount Washington State Forest. “Connecticut Berkshires” details hikes in the most northwesterly portion of the Constitution State, roughly following the Appalachian Trail corridor.




  Each hike starts with a short summary of the hike’s highlights. These quick overviews give you a taste of the hiking adventures to follow. You’ll learn about the trail terrain and what surprises each route has to offer. Following the summary, you’ll find the hike specs: quick, nitty-gritty details of the hike, each explained more in depth below. Most are self-explanatory, but here are some details on others:




  Start: Tells you exactly where you will begin your hike. For example, the hike might start at a picnic area within a state park, allowing you to look for a specific trailhead rather than just the state park. The name of the trailhead often corresponds with those found on mapping apps.




  Distance: The total distance of the recommended route—one-way for loop hikes, the round-trip on an out-and-back or lollipop hike, point-to-point for a shuttle. Options are additional.




  Difficulty: Each hike has been assigned a level of difficulty. The rating system was developed from several sources and personal experience. These levels are meant to be a guideline only and may prove easier or harder for different people depending on ability and physical fitness.




  



  Easy—5 miles or less total trip distance in one day, with minimal elevation gain and paved or smooth-surfaced dirt trail.




  Moderate—up to 10 miles total trip distance in one day, with moderate elevation gain and potentially rough terrain.




  Difficult—more than 10 miles total trip distance in one day, with strenuous elevation gain and rough and/or rocky terrain.




  




  Elevation change: This is the aggregate elevation gained and lost during a hike, whether it is a loop hike or an out-and-back hike. These numbers were found using GPS data obtained during the given hike and loaded onto a mapping program.




  Maximum grade: This details the steepest portion of the hike for a sustained distance, whether you will be going up or down that grade on the specific hike. The maximum grade is calculated by dividing the elevation gained or lost by the distance covered.




  Hiking time: The average approximate time it will take to cover the route. The number is based on the total distance, elevation gain, and condition and difficulty of the trail. Your fitness level will also affect your time.




  Seasons/schedule: This provides information on the best time of year to hike the given hike and/or the specific hours a place is open/closed.




  Fees and permits: Tells you whether you need to carry any money with you for park entrance fees and/or permits.




  Dog friendly: This details whether dogs are allowed or not and/or specific regulations, but also if it makes sense to take your pet on the given hike.




  Trail surface: General information about what to expect underfoot. Is the trail very rocky, smooth, wide, natural surface, etc.? Are parts of the path paved or concrete? This way you know what footwear to use and what conditions to expect.




  Land status: States whether the hike is in a state park, state forest, private preserve, or other entity.




  Nearest town: Helps orient you to the hike’s location, and also to find out what amenities are in the nearest town, such as outfitters, restaurants, or emergency clinic.




  Other trail users: Such as horseback riders, mountain bikers, inline skaters, etc.




  Map to consult: This lists other maps to supplement the maps in this book. USGS maps are a good source for accurate topographical information, but the local park map may show more recent trails. Use both.




  Amenities available: Lets you know if restrooms, picnic areas, campgrounds, or other enhancements are at or near the trailhead. This way you can stop en route to the hike to use the restroom if none are available at the trailhead, know whether to bring a picnic to the trailhead, etc.




  Cell service: This helps give you an idea of whether or not your phone will get reception on the hike. In elevationally varied areas such as the Berkshires, you can have reception on a ridge but not down in the valley. Also, what carrier you use can have a lot to do with whether or not you have reception.




  Trail contact: This gives you the phone number and website URL for the local land manager(s) in charge of all the trails within the selected hike. Get trail access information before you head out, or contact the land manager after your visit if you see problems with trail erosion, damage, or misuse.




  The Finding the trailhead section gives you dependable driving directions to where you’ll want to park. The Hike is the meat of the chapter. Detailed and honest, it’s a carefully researched impression of the trail. It also often includes lots of area history, both natural and human. Under Miles and Directions, mileage cues identify all turns and trail name changes, as well as points of interest.




  HOW TO USE THE MAPS




  Overview map: This map shows the location of each hike in the area by hike number.




  Route map: This is your primary visual guide to each hike. It shows all of the accessible roads and trails, points of interest, water, landmarks, and geographical features. The map also distinguishes trails from roads, and paved roads from unpaved roads. The selected route is highlighted, and directional arrows point the way.




 




   



  

    
TRAIL FINDER



  




  To get our readers started on the hikes that best suit their interests and abilities, we include this simple trail finder that categorizes each of the hikes in the book into a helpful list. Your hikes can fall under more than one category. Please choose the categories that are most appropriate for your area.




  
[image: HIKE #/NAME BEST HIKES FOR WATERFALLS BEST HIKES FOR GREAT VIEWS BEST HIKES FOR CHILDREN 1 Mauserts Pond Loop • • 2 Pine Cobble Loop • 3 The Cascade • • 4 Money Brook Falls Loop • • 5 Mount Greylock Loop • • 6 Ribbon Falls Ragged Mountain • • 7 Pecks Brook Falls Loop • 8 Greylock Highlands Waterfall Hike • 9 Jones Nose Circuit • 10 Rounds Rock • 11 Ashuwillticook Rail Trail • • 12 Cheshire Cobbles Gore Pond • 13 Spruce Hill Circuit • 14 Todd Mountain Loop • 15 Shaker Hike • • 16 Yokun Ridge South • 17 Washington Mountain Marsh Loop • BEST HIKES FOR DOGS BEST HIKES FOR POND/STREAM LOVERS BEST HIKES FOR BACKPACKERS BEST HIKES FOR NATURE LOVERS BEST HIKES FOR HISTORY LOVERS • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •]





   
[image: HIKE #/NAME BEST HIKES FOR WATERFALLS BEST HIKES FOR GREAT VIEWS BEST HIKES FOR CHILDREN 18 Chesterfield Gorge Loop • 19 Keystone Arch Bridges Trail • • 20 Sanderson Brook Falls Circuit • • 21 Finerty Pond via the Appalachian Trail 22 Tyringham Cobble • • 23 Views at Beartown • 24 Alford Springs Preserve • 25 Jug End Loop • • 26 Bash Bish Falls • • 27 Alander Mountain • 28 Race Brook Falls and Mountain • • 29 Tri-State Views Loop • 30 Sages Ravine and Bear Rock Falls • • 31 York Lake Loop • • 32 Clam River Preserve 33 Bear Mountain Loop • 34 Campbell Falls • • 35 Lions Head View • • 36 Rands View • 37 Pine Knob Loop • • 38 Mohawk Mountain via the Mohawk Trail • 39 Macedonia Brook Circuit • 40 Bulls Bridge Hike • • BEST HIKES FOR DOGS BEST HIKES FOR POND/STREAM LOVERS BEST HIKES FOR BACKPACKERS BEST HIKES FOR NATURE LOVERS BEST HIKES FOR HISTORY LOVERS • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •]
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NORTHERN BERKSHIRES
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    Todd Mountain Loop, page 89
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1 MAUSERTS POND LOOP





  Set at pretty Clarksburg State Park, nestled in the Hoosic River valley between the Hoosac Range to the east and the Taconics to the west, with the Greylock Range even closer, this loop hike presents first-rate vistas of these nearby mountain ramparts as well as Mauserts Pond, around which this hike travels. Start at the alluring park picnic area, then begin circling the shoreline after crossing Beaver Creek, alternately traveling along the shore, over bog bridges, and back in the hilly woods, before looping past the fine park campground. You may even see a moose!




  

    Start: Picnic area/swim beach parking area




    Distance: 3.0-mile loop




    Difficulty: Easy




    Elevation change: +/-243 feet over entire hike




    Maximum grade: 2% grade for 0.4 mile




    Hiking time: About 1.5 hours




    Seasons/schedule: May through Dec




    Fees and permits: Parking permit required




    Dog friendly: Yes




    Trail surface: Natural surface




    Land status: State park




    Nearest town: North Adams




    Other trail users: None




    Map to consult: Clarksburg State Park




    Amenities available: Restrooms, picnic area, swim beach at trailhead




    Cell service: Good




    Trail contact: Clarksburg State Park, (413) 664-8345, www.mass.gov/locations/clarksburg-state-park


  




  FINDING THE TRAILHEAD




  [image: image] From the intersection of MA 2 and MA 8 just east of downtown North Adams, take MA 8 north for 3 miles to Middle Road. Turn left and follow Middle Road for 0.2 mile, then turn right into Clarksburg State Park. Once there, continue right on the main park road to reach the picnic/swim beach parking area on your right. Address: 1199 Middle Rd., Clarksburg, MA. Trailhead GPS: 42.736859, -73.075705




  THE HIKE




  Despite coming in at a mere 368 acres, Clarksburg State Park offers a lot. It certainly seems bigger. Maybe it is the inspiring mountain views to be had from nearly any open space here. Mauserts Pond is the centerpiece of the park and has an intersecting legend to go along with it. Seems the 45-acre man-made pond (now with two dams on outlets of Beaver Creek) was formerly a meadow that was actually farmed. One day, two young men, tired of tilling the soil, decided to have a good ol’ fashioned horse race on the meadow, promoting it among the locals. The next thing you know, farmers and towns-folk from miles around gathered at the meadow to watch the contest. And watch they did, betting a pretty penny on which young whippersnapper would win the race.




  Other residents were repelled by the gambling and the pride that went along with this horse-racing business. Therefore, to nip this nascent pastime in the bud, local do-gooders dammed Beaver Creek, flooding the meadow and creating Mauserts Pond in the process, eliminating the budding horse track. The pond and surrounding terrain later became a Massachusetts state park, and a fine one it is, perfect for a family adventure or a relaxing outdoor vacation in the Berkshires. I have camped, picnicked, and enjoyed the waters here, and give it a ringing endorsement. Clarksburg State Park also makes an ideal base camp for hiking nearby trails detailed in this guide.
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    The Hoosac Range rises from Mauserts Pond.




  The hike begins at the picnic/swim beach area. Here, a newer restroom serves an outdoor dining locale with picnic tables in both sun and shade. A long swim beach fronts Mauserts Pond and offers a picturesque spot to cool off on a sunny summer day that will rival any beach in Massachusetts, salt or otherwise. Upon entering the woods, you soon emerge at the shore of Mauserts Pond near a small clearing with picnic tables, beside a small dam at one of the two outlets of Beaver Creek. Mauserts Pond is unusual in that it took two dams to raise the water to an acceptable level, for recreation and for the prevention of horse racing!




  Beyond here the trail crosses the outflow of Beaver Creek. There has been a bridge here in the past and will likely be one here in the future (the outflow is subject to floods in the spring), but at the very least there will be stepping stones. After making your way across the creek, enter hummocky ferny woods. Some of the wetter areas will have boardwalks, especially where you span otherwise impassable marshes. At this point you are but a quarter mile from the Vermont border. In fact, the northern park boundary is the Massachusetts-Vermont state line.




  And then you return to Mauserts Pond, contrasting with the insect-rich bogs and the lumpy shadowy woods, to gaze upon forest and brush encircling the open waters, from which rise verdant summits of the Hoosacs. Scan for moose. Even if you don’t see one, look for their imprints in the shoreline mud and sand.
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  You leave the pond once again, working around another marshy tributary of Mauserts Pond, then come to a trailside boulder, standing proud, a relic of the last ice age when it was dropped by a retreating glacier a couple thousand feet tall! Now the rock is left still and mute, watching the forests grow, fall, and change along with the land, perhaps even hearing the thud of horse hooves from a long-ago horse race, when Mauserts Pond was but a farm field.




  The hike leads to another pond view then works around upper Beaver Creek. You next come near the park’s highly recommended campground, shaded in evergreens, perfect for a summer or fall family getaway. The camp offers hot showers and flush toilets. Each campsite features a picnic table, fire ring, and bear-proof food storage locker. Reservations are required.




  The Pond Loop Trail has been rerouted around the campground but still emerges at the hike’s highlight—Lookout Point. Here, a small grassy area opens onto the shore and a thin natural gravel beach. The flat water lays open views of almost the entire lakeshore. Mountains form a backdrop to the scene that is one of my favorites in all of the Bay State. The hike then runs the wooded shoreline of the tarn, popping out for occasional views as well as crossing small bridges and boardwalks. You can see the swim beach getting closer and closer.




  After meeting a couple of spur trails, the hike pops out in the large park parking lot, filling on summer weekends and during leaf-peeping season. A short road walk returns you to the trailhead. Consider undertaking more than just a day hike here at wonderful Clarksburg State Park.




  MILES AND DIRECTIONS




  0.0 Join the Pond Loop Trail at the north end of the picnic parking area, near the large restroom building. Hike a doubletrack path through hardwoods. Just ahead, a short spur goes left toward the shore.




  0.1 Reach a foot-only-accessible picnic area along the shore of the pond, in a small cove. Head right from here past a small dam, tracing the outflow of Beaver Creek, then cross Beaver Creek.




  0.4 Span a wooden bridge over a marshy stream, more marsh than stream. Enjoy wetland views. Other lesser marshes will have boardwalks as well.




  0.7 Return to the shore of Mauserts Pond, opening south to Lookout Point, with the Hoosac Range extending to the horizon. Turn away from the shore and begin working around another feeder branch of Mauserts Pond.




  0.9 Bridge the boggy stream feeding Mauserts Pond. From here, make a little climb into thick woods.




  1.0 Pass a large glacial erratic, a granite boulder left here during the last ice age.




  1.1 Meet the Park Trail on a hillside. It leaves right to meet the Vermont Line Trail. Stay left with the Pond Loop Trail, descending the hill.
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