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For C. C. & C.

Always stop for beauty.






gar·ni·ture (gär-ni-chər), n. a set of decorative objects (such as vases or urns)








ONE WOMAN SHOW

Opening October 17, 2023

This exhibition is made possible by gin, taffeta, and stock dividends. Additional support has been provided by quiet fortitude and a sly, necessary wit.






MASTERPIECE, AGED 5, 1911

Caroline Margaret Brooks Whitaker (known as Kitty), b. 1906

Collection of Martha and Harrison Whitaker (known as Minty and Whit)

With arms folded in deliberate contrapposto, Minty and Whit Whitaker observe their daughter, Kitty, positioned in a strip of expensive morning sunlight. The five-year-old knows she is being watched and adjusts herself to advantage. Her glaze glows, enhanced flawlessly by her subtle sculptural design. She is all fireworks, this golden child, a delirious display of Bernini verve and unrivaled WASP artistry.






MANHATTAN CHILD, AGED 6, 1912

Caroline Margaret Brooks Whitaker (known as Kitty)

Collection of Martha and Harrison Whitaker

Kitty and the related examples in her garniture follow the precedent of earlier forms, ignoring the avant-garde of contemporary European movements like Cubism in deference to careful restraint and balanced presentation. Like many society standards of similar manufacture, Kitty’s smooth surfaces and refined proportions borrow from the eighteenth-century example of Robert Adam’s neoclassical designs. In a small rococo flourish, Kitty likes to steal things.







R. HARRISON BOBBINGTON WHITAKER (KNOWN AS WHIT)

Kitty’s Father, Aged 31, 1912

Ex–Collection of Frances and Barnaby Whitaker (known as Flit and Bobby)

Formed in the Anglophilic taste, Whit Whitaker toggles gently between dandy and daddy. The eldest of four known works from the earlier Whitaker collection, this jardiniere is designed to hold and propagate the Whitaker paper fortune. Embracing a broad range of florid design gestures, he displays a marked preference for the company of younger men. The distinctly handsome qualities of his wife, Minty, are often remarked upon with more than a hint of insinuation.









MARTHA JANE THOMPSON BROOKS WHITAKER (KNOWN AS MINTY)

Kitty’s Mother, Aged 29, 1912

Ex–Collection of Prudence and Eliot Hay Brooks (known as Bunty and Eli)

A monument to classical rigor, Minty Whitaker improbably personifies the stylistic imperatives of discipline and desire. Eschewing standard modes of adornment, she is purely Mayflower made—all guile, no gilding—making her cash-hungry pairing with Whit Whitaker a predictable coupling of pedigree and prosperity. Minty’s severity and austere silhouette distract from her more lascivious cravings, which consistently extend beyond traditionally acceptable levels.








RIVAL, AGED 7, 1913

Caroline Margaret Brooks Whitaker (known as Kitty)

Collection of Martha and Harrison Whitaker

An awareness of curatorial hierarchy arrives early as Kitty recognizes the limited real estate of any prized pedestal. Critical distinctions are being made, judgments imposed, and rankings adjusted by a collective force that Kitty feels but does not quite understand. Her fellow garniture members all bear the weight of this competition from a young age, the sense of being evaluated to determine who will be the most treasured object among them.






FIRST GRADER, THE CHAPIN SCHOOL, AGED 7, 1914

Caroline Margaret Brooks Whitaker (known as Kitty)

Collection of Martha and Harrison Whitaker

A model of childhood cruelty, Kitty joyfully locks her friend Whippy Stokes in a Louis XVI commode. While Kitty sits atop the cabinet carelessly admiring its gilt ormolu, Whippy begs to be set free in a tiny, imperceptible voice. Eventually, a thin stream of Whippy’s pee trickles from beneath the cupboard doors. Whippy is shattered, her wet legs matching her damp, flushed cheeks. Above, Kitty remains pertly arranged, arms akimbo, lips protruding, and gleams just a little brighter.






UPPER EAST SIDE GIRL, AGED 10, 1916

Caroline Margaret Brooks Whitaker (known as Kitty)

Collection of Martha and Harrison Whitaker

Glitter and gloss define the vitrine of a Park Avenue life, and Kitty plays the role of trifle with gusto. She charms guests at tea with porcelain manners, rippling with charisma like gilding along a rim. But a hum of humiliation jitters below the surface of this exhibition. Even at age ten, Kitty senses a suffocating tyranny on the horizon. Not the war in Europe, but the fragile need to be forever cared for according to someone else’s tastes and appetites.






WORD COLLECTOR, AGED 10, 1917

Caroline Margaret Brooks Whitaker (known as Kitty)

Collection of Martha and Harrison Whitaker

Kitty transcribes beloved words in a miniature notebook the size of a medieval Book of Hours. The result is a Dada manifesto, carefully inscribed with calligraphic flair: loquacious, indubitably, mellifluous, cataclysm, indefatigable. Much like stealing, this secret gathering of small things from their broader context soothes in its peculiar way. Languor, propinquity, raven, bamboozle. Unlike stealing, these words lack the gentle frisson of transgression. The list is soon updated to include copulation and boob.






FRESHMAN, MISS PORTER’S SCHOOL, FARMINGTON, CT, AGED 13, 1920

Caroline Margaret Brooks Whitaker (known as Kitty)

Collection of Martha and Harrison Whitaker

Despite Kitty’s delicate glaze, exaggerated gilding, and genteel curvature, a lisp clouds her early years. “Thorry,” Kitty repeats again and again with each fumbled turn of phrase. Determined to overcome this imperfection when she arrives at boarding school, thirteen-year-old Kitty trains her muscles to clamp her jaw, sending words into the world through locked teeth, and with a rigid determination never to let her tongue yield again. For anything.






NUDE CARYATID, MISS PORTER’S SCHOOL, AGED 14, 1921

Caroline Margaret Brooks Whitaker (known as Kitty)

Collection of Martha and Harrison Whitaker

Applying archaic production methods, Miss Porter’s School cultivates the figural composition of its students through the practice of balancing books upon their heads—while naked. During an annual inspection, Kitty pulls her torso upright and quivers to support her neck, head, and three volumes of Balzac. A yardstick measures each student’s height as a flashbulb pops to document her progress. This registrarial protocol is abandoned in 1935 when a stash of these nude photographs is discovered in a janitor’s office.






SOPHOMORE, MISS PORTER’S SCHOOL, AGED 15, 1922

Caroline Margaret Brooks Whitaker (known as Kitty)

Collection of Martha and Harrison Whitaker

A private self-assessment in Kitty’s closet reveals imbalance in her classical form. Typical for the period, Mannerist curves now swell her once-columnar figure. She turns her cheek and presses her chest against the wall hoping to sink the egg and dart moldings of her breasts back into their sockets. She imagines the return of her lithe body with its uninterrupted silhouette, while a salt glaze of tears stains the back of her hand.
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