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  INTRODUCTION




  When I began telling people about my fourth national and international book for Globe Pequot Press, the question most often asked has been: Is this about people who are icons?




  Yes, I would explain, extremely famous people can be icons, but so are places and things that are objects of great devotion—objects that are so familiar they represent something special to the viewer.




  The great photographs in this book were taken by professional photographer (and award-winning Elvis Presley tribute artist) Jeff Barnes, who is based in Evans, Georgia. He has captured iconic representations of people, places, and things that have a lot of meaning, especially for Georgians.




  Although Jeff has lived in Georgia for many years and was a staff photographer for The Augusta Chronicle and, later, Morris Communications, he grew up on the Outer Banks of North Carolina and really knew very little about the state of Georgia until he started working on this book.




  I grew envious as he crisscrossed the huge state, calling me on his cell phone from the Ray Charles statue in Albany, the governor’s mansion in Atlanta, Martha Berry College in Rome, Springer Opera House in Columbus, Martin Luther King Jr.’s Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta, the Ocmulgee Indian Mounds near Macon, FDR’s Little White House in Warm Springs, and so forth, all excited about some wonderful thing he had just seen.




  One of the strangest calls I’ve ever received came from the real garden of good and evil (Bonaventure Cemetery) in Savannah, when Jeff called to double-check on which gravestone I wanted photographed. I think that’s the only call I’ve ever had from a cemetery.




  His photographic excursions and my editorial research have been combined into this coffee-table book full of beautiful color photos, useful Web site addresses, and unusual bits and pieces of Georgia history.




  Georgia was founded as a colony in 1733 by British general James Edward Oglethorpe and became the fourth state to ratify the United States Constitution in 1788. Its early inhabitants included many Native American tribes, as well as Spanish, French, German, and Swiss explorers and settlers.




  There have been many books about Georgia and its rich history, colorful and talented people, industrial and agricultural contributions, resort areas, tourist destinations, and geographical diversity.




  I sincerely hope this one will provide readers and viewers with an even greater knowledge and appreciation of the state that I have loved for so many years and that is always on my mind.
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  APPLES




  Cornelia in north Georgia is noted for many things: It is the area where baseball legend Ty Cobb spent the last three years of his life, not far from where he was born; it’s where the Walt Disney Company filmed its popular 1956 movie, The Great Locomotive Chase; and it’s the site of the supposed last train holdup in Georgia.




  And, oh yes, it’s also the home of the “Big Red Apple.”




  The citizens of Cornelia and Habersham County were so grateful that apple trees saved them from economic ruin after the boll weevil destroyed their cotton crops, they erected the Big Red Apple downtown, in 1925.




  The apple itself weighs 5,200 pounds and is 7 feet tall and 22 feet around. It was constructed of steel and concrete in Winchester, Virginia, and erected on a concrete pedestal that stands 8 feet high and 6 feet square at the base. It was the community project of the then-new Kiwanis Club and was donated to the city and county by the Southern Railway. Among those at its dedication on June 4, 1926, was U.S. senator Walter F. George.




  For more information about Georgia’s apple industry, visit georgiaapplefestival.org and corneliageorgia.org.




  Apples are now big business in north Georgia. There are about 360,000 apple-bearing trees in the state, with Georgia farmers producing about ten billion (!) pounds of apples annually, according to the Georgia Department of Agriculture.




  The harvest season is from about late July into December. Popular varieties grown include Ozark Gold, Paulard, Red Delicious, Golden Delicious, Rome Beauty, Mutzu Crispin, Empire, Jonagold, Jonathan, Arkansas Black, Fuji, Granny Smith, Stayman Winesap, and Yates.




  During the first weekend of October, Cornelia merchants and civic clubs host the Big Red Apple Festival, featuring crafts, specialty foods, all kinds of entertainment, an antique car show, and the Big Red Apple 5K Run.




  Nearby Ellijay in Gilmer County has its own “Georgia Apple Festival” the second and third weekends of October at the Ellijay Lions Club Fairground.




  Thousands of visitors converge on those two cities each October to eat apple pies, drink apple juice, and celebrate one of Georgia’s sturdiest and best cash crops.
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  BASEBALL IN GEORGIA




  Baseball was being played in Georgia in the 1800s, but it was the formation of the South Atlantic League in November of 1903 that really gave the game a huge boost in popularity.




  The SALLY League, as it was also known, consisted of six teams in the cities of Macon, Augusta, and Savannah, Georgia; Columbia and Charleston, South Carolina; and Jacksonville, Florida, with the league’s first games played on the same day in April of 1904.




  The creation of that league also gave the game its greatest player, Tyrus Raymond Cobb, who was born on a farm outside Cornelia, Georgia, and who lived from ages five to seventeen in Royston, Georgia. Cobb wrote to all six SALLY league teams but only the Augusta Tourists offered him a chance to play.




  It was Cobb’s good fortune that at this same time, the major-league teams in Boston, Philadelphia, New York, and Detroit were using Augusta for spring training and often played against the Tourists, who of course usually lost. But it gave Detroit manager Bill Armour a chance to see the teenage baseball wonder up close.




  The Georgia Sports Hall of Fame (gshf.org) in Macon is a good place to start learning about the state’s baseball heroes. The official Web site for the Atlanta Braves is atlanta.braves.mlb.com.




  Cobb played his last game as a member of the Augusta Tourists on August 25, 1905, and played his first game as a member of the Detroit Tigers less than a week later, on August 30.




  Major-league baseball took a giant leap in Georgia when the Milwaukee Braves moved to Atlanta. That led to the construction of the $18 million Atlanta Stadium with its 52,769 seats, completed in the spring of 1965. That summer the stadium would host the only Georgia appearance of the Beatles. Barbra Streisand would follow with her own concert there during the summer of 1966.




  The stadium’s name evolved into the Atlanta-Fulton County Stadium. This facility lasted until the construction of the 85,000-seat Centennial Olympic Stadium, in order for Atlanta to host the 1996 Summer Olympic Games. The stadium was remodeled to accommodate the Braves, with the Atlanta-Fulton County Stadium demolished to make way for more parking spaces.




  Since the remodeled stadium was leased to then Braves owner and media giant Ted Turner, this led to the stadium being renamed Turner Field.
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  BRER RABBIT




  One of the most unusual statues in Georgia is that of a rabbit standing erect on his hind legs on the courthouse square in Eatonton. Popularized by newspaper journalist, novelist, and folklorist Joel Chandler Harris, Brer Rabbit is no ordinary hare; along with Warner Brothers’ Bugs Bunny and Beatrix Potter’s Peter Rabbit, he is one of the most famous rabbits in the world.
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