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Introduction: Wow!


Part 1: WOW! Moments


Wow! The Wow! of Special Moments


You Did It! The Wow! of Accomplishment


Wonderful! The Wow! of Good News


Happy Day! The Wow! of Special Days


Yahoo! The Wow! of Winning


Way to Go! The Wow! of Honors


You da Man! The Wow! of Amazing Feats


High Five! The Wow! of Success


You Made It! The Wow! of Overcoming Obstacles


Hang On! The Wow! of Perseverance


Good for You! The Wow! of Getting Up Again


Oh Me! The Wow! of Discovering Yourself


Part 2: How to Be a Wow!


Be a Wow!


Oh Boy! Wow!=Enthusiasm


I Dare You! Wow!=Daring


Picture It! Wow!=Vision


Don’t Quit! Wow!=Fortitude


Get to Work! Wow!=Sweat


Dream It! Wow!=Dreams


I’m a Believer! Wow!=Faith


All the Way! Wow!=Dedication


Be Ready! Wow!=Preparation


Tune It Out! Wow!=Selective Listening


Be You! Wow!=Self-Awareness


Focus! Wow!=Single-Mindedness


Love It! Wow!=Passion


Get Over It! Wow!=Letting Go


Be Your Best! Wow!=Building a Better Tomorrow








WOW!
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Where would we be without our Wow! days? We need those special occasions and events that remind us of our significance (birthdays), our love (weddings and anniversaries), and our commitment and dedication to service (retirements, tributes, honors, and awards).


Where would the world be without the Wow! people? The people who believed when others doubted? The people who hung in there when others quit? The people who said, “I know I can” when others said, “I’m not even going to try.”


This book is about celebrating the Wow! moments and the Wow! people in our lives. It’s about joy, validation, romance, remembering, saluting, honoring, congratulating, thanking, and giving well-earned credit where credit is due. Wow!





Part One
Wow! Moments
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Wow! The Wow! of Special Moments


He who enjoys doing and enjoys what he has done is happy.


Johann Wolfgang von Goethe


A Wow! moment can be an occasion such as a birthday, anniversary, retirement, wedding, birth of a baby, or any other special day. It’s a time for celebration. It may be a special day to many, just a few, or perhaps it’s special only to you. In any case, Wow! days add excitement to life. They’re not just another day on the calendar. They’re a day like no other. You will only have one twenty-first, thirty-fifth, seventieth, or whatever other number birthday you happen to be celebrating. (Some women have been known to have multiple twenty-ninth birthdays, but that’s cheating.)


A Wow! can also be an accomplishment such as graduating, winning an award, opening a new business, buying a new home, signing a record deal, or some other memorable event.


Wow! days and events are to be remembered, cherished, and celebrated. They’re milestone moments—some small, some great, but all worthy of recognition. So whether your Wow! is an occasion or an accomplishment, it’s time to cheer. This is a day to say Wow!
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You did it!


You beat the odds.


You climbed the heights.


You forged ahead.


You aimed your sites.


You struck pure gold.


You didn’t quit.


You gave your all.


You did it!
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You Did It! The Wow! of Accomplisment


Always bear in mind that your own resolution to succeed is more important than any other.


Abraham Lincoln
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Success requires hard work, risk taking, perseverance, and a whole lot of faith. Obviously, you have all those qualities, or you wouldn’t be where you are today. You kept Going and didn’t give up. You hung in there long after less-committed people had thrown in the towel. You believed in your mission in spite of the naysayers. You stayed focused on your purpose and put forth your best effort.


Just think of all those hours you spent studying or practicing your craft to finally get to this moment. All the time you spent at the library or sitting in front of the computer. All the training and work you did to prepare for the big competition. You gave it your all and never looked back.


Whatever it took to make you the winner you are today was well worth it. Seeing all that you’ve accomplished, all we can say is … Wow!
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