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PREFACE





  This tenth edition of The Complete Guide to the National Park Lodges includes several major developments including three new lodges, one in the Presidio section of Golden Gate National Recreation Area, one in Florida’s Everglades National Park, and a third in Hot Springs National Park. The new lodge in the Everglades replaced a previous facility destroyed in 2005 by two hurricanes. Significant lodging has been added in Death Valley National Park, while dated lodging was taken down and replaced on Grand Canyon’s South Rim. New family cabins have been added at Mammoth Cave National Park. Three buildings with guest rooms at Drakesbad Guest Ranch in Lassen Volcanic National Park were lost to a major 2021 wildfire. The destroyed buildings along with a damaged water system were replaced for a 2025 reopening. Ten of the most desirable cabins at Kalaloch Lodge in Olympic National Park were lost to 2024 destructive storms that consumed portions of the bluff along the Pacific Coast. The Chateau at the Oregon Caves in Oregon Caves National Monument was closed in 2018 for major renovations that uncovered serious structural issues. It remains unclear when the lodge might reopen. Changes have occurred among firms that manage the lodges. Forever Resorts, a major national park concessionaire that managed lodges in Badlands, Big Bend, Bryce Canyon, Isle Royale, and Grand Teton National Parks transferred its contracts to Aramark Destinations, a firm with a lengthy history of managing national park concessions. Concessionaire changes also occurred at Zion Lodge, Crater Lake Lodge, Peaks of Otter Lodge and Death Valley’s Stovepipe Wells.




  We continued to hope for a major restoration of the Blue Ridge Parkway’s Bluffs Lodge that closed in 2011, a possibility that becomes less and less likely as the 1949 structure remains empty and continues to deteriorate. We have sadly closed the curtain on what was long one of our favorite national park lodges, and deleted Bluffs from this edition of the book. Only two lodging facilities remain on the Parkway. We have also deleted Cinnamon Bay Resort in Virgin Islands National Park, which is now classified as a campground.




  Of more importance for many travelers is a major increase in room rates at many national park lodging facilities. It is not unusual for rooms today to rent for $250 and $350 per night, not including taxes. A freestanding cabin with 2 queen beds at Jenny Lake Lodge in Grand Teton National Park was listed for nearly $1,300 per night including tax in August 2024. The price includes breakfast and a five-course dinner. During the same month an unheated canvas tent at Yosemite National Park’s Curry Village went for just under $200 including taxes. Travelers who haven’t experienced a national park vacation for several years are likely in for an unpleasant surprise when making a reservation.




  Despite the expense, take it from us, nothing quite compares to spending several nights in a national park. It’s not the same experience when you stay outside the park and drive in for the day. The activities, surprisingly quiet mornings and evenings, and interactions with park employees and fellow travelers will likely be among your fondest memories.











   
INTRODUCTION





  Have you ever thought of waking up, strolling out to the deck of your room, and listening to the cry of a loon? How about stepping onto the patio and watching as the rising sun casts a golden glow on the distant mountains? Maybe you would enjoy relaxing on a wooden deck outside your room while listening to a mountain stream. Perhaps you are a closet cowboy who has longed to spend a week riding horses at a Wyoming dude ranch. These are dreams that can be brought to life during a stay at a national park lodge.




  The two of us have devoted over 40 summers and numerous winter vacations to exploring America’s national parks. Most of these road trips were in a series of four Volkswagen campers that together logged nearly a quarter of a million miles. Seven summers and numerous shorter trips have been dedicated to experiencing national park lodges. At each lodge we walk the property, view the rooms, talk with employees, and sample the food while gathering information we believe will be of value in planning your own trip to a national park.




  The majority of national park lodges are in well-known and heavily visited parks, such as Grand Canyon, Death Valley, Yosemite, Yellowstone, Grand Teton, Olympic, and Glacier. However, several lesser-known parks, including Badlands, Isle Royale, Cuyahoga Valley, and Canyon de Chelly, offer interesting and welcoming lodge facilities, often without the big crowds. Some of America’s most popular parks do not have lodges. Great Smoky Mountains, Rocky Mountain, and Acadia National Parks do not offer conventional lodging inside their boundaries.




  Staying in a lodge during a national park visit will almost certainly enhance your vacation experience. It certainly has ours. Most of all, take time to travel and enjoy the best our country has to offer.




  Considerations in Planning a Stay at a National Park Lodge




  National park lodges offer a different vacation experience. Most are near places you want to visit and facilities you want to enjoy. At Crater Lake Lodge you can sleep in a guest room with windows overlooking the crater rim. In Yellowstone’s Old Faithful Inn, you can stroll onto a porch and view an eruption of famed Old Faithful geyser. At Grand Canyon’s El Tovar, guests can step outside the hotel and gaze in wonder into the magnificent canyon. Many park lodges have interesting lobbies where you can relax and enjoy a conversation with other guests. Lodges are frequently near visitor centers or campgrounds where guided walks originate and natural history programs are presented. Evening programs are offered in some lodges.
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  Lake Crescent Lodge in Olympic National Park
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  National park lodges are government-owned but managed by private firms subject to oversight by the superintendent of the park in which they are located. Managements operate as concessionaires and must generally obtain approval of the National Park Service for most room rates, improvements, activities, and prices charged for everything from food to gasoline. We have included several lodges that remain under private ownership on private property within or nearby a park. For example, the Inn at Death Valley, the Ranch at Death Valley and Panamint Springs Resort in Death Valley National Park are each privately owned. Likewise, Glacier Park Lodge and Apgar Village Lodge and Cabins just outside Glacier National Park are privately owned. In general, lodges under private ownership were in operation prior to the establishment or expansion of a park. Lodges on private property are subject to less government oversight regarding what they offer and prices they charge.
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  Cavallo Point Lodge in Golden Gate National Recreation Area




  Basic information about reservations, facilities, and policies can be especially helpful if you have never stayed in a national park facility or have stayed in only one or two lodges. Most lodges experience large public demand for a limited number of rooms, especially during peak season. The majority of national parks have not added additional accommodations in decades. In Yosemite Valley hundreds of guest rooms have been lost to flooding and rockslides. Likewise, Kalaloch Lodge in Olympic National Park lost nearly a dozen of its most desirable cabins due to eroding bluffs along the Pacific Ocean. The high demand for national park guest rooms means it is wise to make a reservation as early as possible, especially if your planned vacation coincides with the park’s busiest period. Several lodges with limited rooms and a short season, such as Grand Canyon Lodge on the North Rim should, if possible, be booked nearly a year in advance. Choosing to vacation in off-peak periods, normally spring and fall, makes it more likely you will successfully obtain a reservation for your desired dates.




  Facilities




  National park lodges range from luxurious and expensive facilities, such as Yosemite National Park’s Ahwahnee and Death Valley National Park’s Inn at Death Valley, to rustic cabins without bathrooms, found in a number of parks including Kings Canyon and Yellowstone. Some facilities call themselves lodges but are not what most of us picture when thinking of a lodge. Old Faithful Lodge Cabins (not the more famous and nearby Old Faithful Inn) offers only cabins as overnight accommodations. Likewise, Signal Mountain Lodge in Grand Teton National Park does not include a main lodge building with overnight accommodations; rather, it is composed of several types of cabins that rent at a fairly wide range of prices. The variation in facilities between and within parks makes it important to understand exactly what types of accommodations are being reserved.




  Most national park lodging facilities lack amenities such as spas, exercise rooms, swimming pools, game rooms, and other niceties you may expect at commercial facilities outside the parks. Rooms in many park lodges lack a telephone or television. Several historic lodges, including Old Faithful Inn in Yellowstone National Park, Wawona Hotel in Yosemite National Park, and Lake Crescent Lodge in Olympic National Park, offer some guest rooms that require occupants use community bathrooms. Tent cabins make up a portion of the lodging at some parks, including the Curry Village area of Yosemite National Park, Coulter Bay Village in Grand Teton National Park and the Grant Grove area of Kings Canyon National Park.




  Rooms




  Rooms in national park lodges frequently vary with regard to size, bedding, view, and rate. Likewise, a lodging facility may offer rooms in the main building, rooms in nearby motel-type buildings, and a variety of cabins. This is true for Lake McDonald Lodge in Glacier National Park and Big Meadows Lodge in Shenandoah National Park. Potential differences in rooms make it essential to learn what options are available at a particular location. Waiting to make a reservation near your planned arrival date increases the possibility of finding a limited variety of accommodations. For example, you may discover that all rooms with a private bath are taken. Call or check the lodge website early and a wide choice of rooms at a broad range of rates are more likely to be offered. Ask about a view room, for example. Sometimes rooms with an excellent view are more expensive; sometimes they are not. Some multiple-story buildings lack elevators, so the floor you are assigned may be important. Higher floors tend to offer better views but may require climbing more steps. Rooms near the lobby may be noisy. Some lodges allow you to reserve a specific room, but most guarantee only a particular class of room. Even when a specific room can’t be guaranteed, a lodge may agree to make note of your preferences and attempt to satisfy the request when rooms are assigned.




  Accessibility




  Most national park facilities offer some type of wheelchair accessibility, but the degree varies considerably among the lodges and among different types of accommodations at the same location. It isn’t that lodge operators don’t care, but rather that many national park facilities are historic and restrictions exist regarding modifications. Keep in mind lodging facilities are sometimes a distance from parking, and buildings with multiple stories may not have elevators. In addition, not all national park accommodations have telephones in guest rooms. Also, consider other special medical issues that may be encountered. For example, will you need to refrigerate medication or plug in medical equipment? Regarding the latter, rooms in historic structures may not have electrical outlets for three-prong plugs, so it is advisable to pack an adapter. If these are important issues make certain you have a clear understanding about the extent of accessibility when booking a room.




  Rates




  Accommodations in national parks can be expensive. Expect to pay $250 and up for most double rooms, although some rustic cabins are less expensive, while a room at one of the nicer facilities can run $450 and up. Discounts for seniors, AAA members, active military, and other special groups are generally unavailable, but it never hurts to ask. It is worth checking to determine if a special internet rate is offered. Most lodges quote rates for two adults. Additional adults pay extra, although young children are generally free when staying with adults. Some lodges permit children 12 years and under to stay free; other facilities limit free stays to children 3 and under. Lodges sometimes offer reduced off-season rates or special packages that include meals and tours. Check the lodge website or ask about specials when booking a reservation by telephone. This edition uses the dollar cost of rooms for summer 2025 and meals for summer 2024. Travelers who have used previous editions of this book will notice the wide range of room rates for many lodges in this edition. An increasing number of park concessionaires have begun using a more flexible system for pricing rooms. Rather than submit a fixed set of prices for approval by park administrators, the concessionaires alter room rates throughout the season so as to maximize revenues. Thus, during periods of heavy demand room rates may be increased for the few vacant rooms that remain available. During periods of slack demand, room rates may be decreased in order to stimulate new reservations. Under the new system adopted many years ago by most hotel chains, rates are constantly adjusted resulting in a wide range of room prices throughout the year.




  
[image: Big Bend National Park]





  Big Bend National Park




  Reservations




  Reservations are available by telephone and internet. Choosing to use the telephone requires more time but allows you to discuss with the reservation agent the types of facilities available. It is a good idea to study the lodge website and gain a basic understanding of the facilities and rates prior to calling. This helps in understanding which type of room and building to request and what to expect regarding rates. It can be difficult to get through to a reservation agent via telephone, especially in late spring. Try calling at odd hours, such as weekend mornings.




  Accommodations typically require a deposit of at least one night’s lodging. When paying by credit card request an email or written confirmation that can be carried with you on vacation. Reservations sometimes seem to disappear from the lodge computer’s memory so it is important to arrive with proof of a reservation. In the event your plans change, refund of a deposit requires advance notice, usually 2 to 7 days, but this varies by lodge concessionaire and may involve a penalty.




  Obtaining a Room without a Reservation




  National park lodges often have availability, especially during off-peak periods. Even busy lodges experience cancellations or occasional early departures that free up guest rooms. For example, you may find rooms available in a busy park like Yellowstone during peak summer months just by dropping in at one of the nine lodges and asking about a vacancy. If rooms are available, they are unlikely to be the exact configuration, location, or price category you prefer. You may have to accept a room without a private bathroom or a room that is more expensive than you would ordinarily choose. In a large park like Yellowstone or Glacier, the only available rooms may be in a different facility many miles from the lodge where you are making the request. Taking a chance on a vacancy is risky. Being unsuccessful may result in a long drive to a distant location where you are likely to overpay for an inferior room. Save yourself a possible headache by calling ahead.




  Pets




  Although pet restrictions appear to be increasingly lenient, many national park lodges prohibit pets of all types except for service animals. A few lodges, including those in Mammoth Cave National Park and the South Rim of Grand Canyon National Park have kennels available, but don’t count on a similar convenience at the park you plan to visit. Ask about the park and lodge pet policy when making a reservation. Some lodges allow pets, but only in certain rooms and require they are never left alone in a room. National parks require pets be kept on a leash at all times. In addition, pets are normally prohibited from park trails and public transportation. The bottom line: Pets are best left at home when making a trip to a national park.




  Cell Phones and Wi-Fi




  Communications with the outside world can be spotty or nonexistent, depending on the park or location within a particular park. An increasing number of park lodges are offering Wi-Fi, a trend that will certainly continue, but access may be limited to a single building or even a limited area within a building. Still, for good or bad, Wi-Fi access in the parks is expanding. Cell phone functionality depends not only on the park but also the provider. If use of a cell phone or Wi-Fi capability is important, call the lodge where you are planning to stay and ask about the services in which you are interested.




  Park Fees




  Many National Park Service units charge an entry fee covering all passengers in a noncommercial vehicle. Hikers, motorcyclists, bicyclists, and visitors entering in commercial vehicles pay a different fee applicable to individual entry. Entrance fees range from $20 to $35 per private vehicle, with the higher price charged at large national parks, including Yellowstone, Grand Teton, and Grand Canyon. The fee generally provides unlimited entrance and exit for 3 to 7 days, depending on the park. There are few better travel bargains.




  The National Park Service and several other federal agencies sell three types of passes providing free entrance at federal recreation areas including national parks. The America the Beautiful–National Parks and Federal Recreation Lands Pass ($80) allows unlimited entry to all federal recreation sites for 1 year from the month of purchase. For seniors (age 62 and over), the America the Beautiful Senior Pass provides lifetime free entrance for a one-time fee of $80. Seniors can opt for a 1-year pass for $20. A lifetime Access pass is available at no charge to the disabled. Passes for seniors and the disabled also provide a 50 percent reduction in fees for parking, boat launching, and most tours. All three passes are available at most National Park Service entrance stations and visitor centers. The annual America the Beautiful pass also can be purchased by mail or online. Senior and Access passes can be ordered by mail with verification of age/disability. Visit nps.gov/planyourvisit/passes.htm for more information.




  Park Restrictions and Reservations




  Substantial increases in visitation at a number of national parks have resulted in some parks implementing seasonal restrictions that require a reservation or timed-entry permit. In 2021 Glacier National Park began limiting access to one of its prime visitor attractions, Going-to-the-Sun Road. Zion National Park enforces restrictions on Zion Canyon Scenic Drive during portions of the year when park shuttles are operating. Yosemite National Park may require a reservation to enter the park during busy times of the year. Depending upon future visitation these types of restrictions may be implemented by other parks. Check park websites for the possibility of restrictions at the units you plan to visit.




  Reducing Expenses




  National park lodges tend to be pricey, a fact of life you can’t do much about. However, there are ways to reduce the cost of a national park vacation. Guest rooms without a private bathroom (if available) can often save $40 to $80 per night compared to rooms with a private bath. In addition to being less expensive, rooms requiring use of a community bathroom are more likely to be available since many travelers don’t find them acceptable. Another money-saving strategy is to spend each second or third night camping. Parks with lodges usually have campgrounds that cost $25 to $40 per night. Insert occasional campground stays into your schedule when making reservations and you can save hundreds of dollars. Keep in mind many national park campgrounds operate under a reservation system, and unoccupied or unreserved sites may be unavailable.




  Consider spending the night prior to scheduled arrival at a less-expensive commercial facility within an hour or two of the park you will be visiting. The proximity allows you to enjoy most of a full day in the park before checking in at the lodge. Likewise, obtain a reservation at a motel a couple of hours drive outside the park on your departure date in order to spend most of an extra day sightseeing. Take along a cooler with food and drinks. Buy groceries outside the park, where they are likely to be less expensive. Eat a breakfast of fruit and cereal in your room, and have a picnic lunch or supper. If you choose to eat in a restaurant, keep in mind lunch is often less expensive than dinner. In parks with multiple restaurant facilities, examine the menus, as prices can vary a great deal from one restaurant to another. In general, cafeterias are considerably less expensive than dining rooms.




  Take advantage of the many free activities offered at most parks, including guided walks and nature programs. When you enter the park stop at a visitor center and request a list of daily activities. We have found programs and hikes to be among the most memorable experiences during many of our national park stays.




  Getting the Most from a National Park Visit




  Staying in a national park lodge should enhance your visit, but don’t let it be your main activity. National park areas offer numerous activities in which visitors can participate. Learn about the park areas you plan to visit prior to leaving home. We have included addresses, phone numbers, and websites for each park with lodging facilities. Read about the parks to gain a basic understanding of the history, geology, and activities prior to arrival. Parks with an entry station generally offer a park newspaper and a colorful mini-folder that includes a park map. These are available at visitor centers of parks without an entry station. Most visitor centers have excellent video presentations that provide either an overview of the park or insight about some facet of history or geology. Visitor centers also typically post a list of daily activities including talks, demonstrations, guided hikes, and campfire programs. A number of parks offer interesting dark sky programs. Take advantage of as many of these activities as time permits; they are nearly always enjoyable and educational. Most parks have Junior Ranger programs that allow children to earn a Junior Ranger patch or badge while they learn about the park and its environment. Information about these programs is available at visitor centers and the park websites.




  For additional information about national park lodging, visit us at blog.valdosta.edu/dlscott.











  
ALASKA





  State Tourist Information
travelalaska.com




  Glacier Bay National Park and Preserve




  1 Park Rd. • Gustavus, AK 99826 • (907) 697-2230 • nps.gov/glba




  Glacier Bay National Park and Preserve, a World Heritage Site, comprises approximately 3.3 million acres, including some of the world’s most impressive tidewater glaciers, rivers of ice that flow to the sea. The park is rich in plant and animal life and home to moose, black bears, grizzly bears, mountain goats, sea lions, sea otters, puffins, bald eagles, humpback whales, and porpoises. A 9-mile paved road links the small town of Gustavus and its airport with the lodge, but most natural features of the park can be seen only by boat or airplane. The park is in southeastern Alaska, approximately 60 miles northwest of Juneau. Park access is only via plane or boat.




  Entrance Fee: No charge.




  Lodging in Glacier Bay National Park: Glacier Bay Lodge offers the only overnight accommodations in the park. The rustic 56-room lodge is located in Bartlett Cove near the mouth of Glacier Bay in the southeastern section of the park.
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  Margerie Glacier in Glacier Bay National Park. NPS photo by S. Nelson
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  Glacier Bay Lodge




  179 Bartlett Cove • Gustavus, AK 99826 • (907) 697-4000 • visitglacierbay.com




  




  Glacier Bay Lodge is a wilderness resort situated on Bartlett Cove in a Sitka spruce rain forest. The complex includes an attractive two-story wooden chalet-type lodge constructed in 1966 that houses a lobby with a cathedral ceiling and wood beams, a large gas fireplace, registration desk, gift shop, and a dining room with an outdoor deck and excellent vistas. A National Park Service visitor center on the lodge mezzanine offers interpretive displays and an auditorium where films are shown and programs are presented by park rangers. Boardwalks connect the main lodge with 16 nearby one-story wooden structures that house guest accommodations.
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  Glacier Bay Lodge. Courtesy Aramark Destinations




  The lodge offers 56 guest rooms that are nearby, but separate from the main lodge building. Buildings each house from 2 to 6 guest rooms with radiant heat, coffeemaker, hair dryer, telephone, and a private bathroom. There are no televisions. All but 4 rooms are the same size with attractive interiors of rough-hewn wood walls and a vaulted ceiling. Rooms are classified as either Standard or Premium. Standards have either 1 king, 2 doubles, or a double and a bunk bed. Twenty-two Premium rooms enjoy window views of Bartlett Cove and have either 1 king or 2 double beds; they rent for about $20 per night more than rooms with forest views. If a water view is important, we suggest rooms 9 through 21. Keep in mind water views are at least parisn’t important, save some money by requesting a standard room. Steps are required to reach some rooms, especially those with a view. If steps will be an issue be sure to mention this when making a reservation.




  Glacier Bay Lodge is in a remote location where guests enjoy spectacular scenery and unusual wildlife. The lodge sits in a rain forest with cool temperatures and plentiful moisture, so pack rain gear and clothing appropriate for daytime summer temperatures that range from 45°F to 65°F. Plan on a lodge stay of at least 3 nights that allows sufficient time to enjoy and explore the surrounding area. Most guests choose to take the 8-hour Glacier Bay cruise that departs at 7:15 a.m. from the dock behind the lodge. During our own cruise we viewed mountain goats, wolves, sea otters, sea lions, puffins, and a grizzly bear. We also witnessed a massive chunk of ice calve from a tidewater glacier and crash into Glacier Bay. A second day might include a 3½-hour whale-watching tour that departs daily from the Gustavus dock at 10 a.m. Another possibility is to spend a portion of the day kayaking Glacier Bay or hiking one or more of multiple trails that originate near the lodge. The 1-mile Forest Loop Trail begins from the beach below the lodge and winds through the rain forest where the trees, logs, and ground are bathed in green moss. Bicycle rentals are available at the lodge.
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  A King room in Glacier Bay Lodge. Courtesy Aramark Destinations




  



  Glacier Bay Lodge, constructed from 1965 to 1966 by the National Park Service, opened in June 1966 with a main lodge and 20 cabins. The concessionaire constructed an additional 35 cabins plus 2 utility cabins and a service building (the current shower and laundry) 6 years later. The added buildings were subsequently purchased by the National Park Service from the financially distressed concessionaire. During the winter of 1984–85, the National Park Service enlarged the lodge basement and provided exhibit space on the lodge mezzanine that currently houses the National Park Service visitor center. The lodge and its boat tours have operated under a succession of firms, including one that filed for bankruptcy in 1989.




  


  

  Reservations: Phone (888) 229-8687 or visit visitglacierbay.com. Rooms must be prepaid by credit card. Reservations canceled within 10 days of booking are not penalized. Cancellations more than 72 hours prior to scheduled arrival receive a full refund less a $30 fee per room. Later cancellations result in a forfeit of deposit.




  Wheelchair Accessibility: Two rooms are ADA compliant. An elevator is available to transport guests to the lodge mezzanine where the national park visitor center is located.




  Rates: Premium rooms ($300); Standard rooms ($280). Rates quoted are for 2 adults. Each additional person is $25 per night. Children 12 and under stay free with adults. AAA and senior discounts are available. Packages and reduced nonrefundable rates are sometimes available.




  Location: Approximately 9 miles northwest of Gustavus, on the shore of Bartlett Cove.




  Season: Late May through early Sept.




  Food: A dining room specializing in fresh Alaskan seafood, such as halibut and salmon, serves breakfast ($12–$16); lunch ($11–$28); and dinner ($11–$36). Food service on the deck is available during afternoon and evening hours. A small grocery is in Gustavus.




  Transportation: Alaska Airlines operates scheduled jet service to Gustavus during summer months. Charter airlines (Wings of Alaska and Alaska Seaplanes) and air taxis provide service between Glacier Bay and several Alaska towns. Alaska Marine Highway System stops in Gustavus on Mon and Thurs. Call (800) 642-0066 for schedules and fares. A lodge shuttle (free to lodge guests) operates between the lodge and Gustavus. Reservations are required. Services and schedules are subject to change, so check with the lodge or review Gustavus transportation information at www.gustavus.com/gethere/index.html.




  



  Nearly everyone visiting Glacier Bay, be it by boat or plane, travels by way of Juneau. Alaska’s capital offers a variety of activities that make a layover of several days worthwhile. As you might expect in a capital city, Juneau is home to an interesting state museum and offers state capitol tours. Perhaps you would enjoy an 1,800-foot tram ride up Mount Roberts. Scenic seaplane flights over the Juneau Icefield and its many glaciers depart from a downtown dock. A short distance north of Juneau, a USDA Forest Service visitor center offers exhibits near a viewing area for the famous Mendenhall Glacier. Nearer downtown, a salmon hatchery and its small aquarium offer insights on one of the state’s important industries. After all this, it may be time for a tour of the Alaska Brewing Company, where visitors can sample some fine brews. For information contact the Juneau Convention & Visitors Bureau. Call (800) 587-2201, or visit traveljuneau.com.
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  Lobby area in Glacier Bay Lodge. Courtesy Aramark Destinations


  

  Facilities: Restaurant, cocktail service, gift shop, bike and kayak rental, national park visitor center. A ranger station and boat dock are nearby.




  Activities: Hiking, guided walks, biking, kayaking, guided kayak trips, fishing, fishing charters, all-day wildlife and glacier cruises, and whale-watching cruises. A 9-hole golf course with rental clubs is in Gustavus (907-697-2214).













    
ARIZONA





  State Tourist Information
visitarizona.com




   Canyon de Chelly National Monument




  PO Box 588 • Chinle, AZ 86503 • (928) 674-5500 • nps.gov/cach
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  Canyon de Chelly National Monument




  Canyon de Chelly (pronounced “d’ SHAY”) National Monument comprises nearly 84,000 acres of Navajo land that include ruins of Indian villages built between AD 350 and 1300 in steep-walled canyons. The visitor center is near the park entrance. Excellent views of Canyon del Muerto can be seen from scenic overlooks along North Rim Drive (36 miles round-trip) and Canyon de Chelly along South Rim Drive (34 miles round-trip). White House Ruin is accessible via a 2.5-mile (round-trip) trail that begins at a trailhead on South Rim Drive. All other trails and 4-wheel-drive travel within the park require a park ranger or authorized guide. Canyon de Chelly is in northeastern Arizona, approximately 85 miles northwest of Gallup, New Mexico, near the small town of Chinle.
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  Entrance Fee: No charge.




 Lodging in Glacier Bay National Park: Thunderbird Lodge, near the monument entrance, is the monument’s only lodging facility. The lodge is on Navajo Route 7, 3 miles east of the intersection with US 191 in the town of Chinle.
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  Spider Rock in Canyon de Chelly National Monument




  Thunderbird Lodge




  Rural Route 7 • Chinle, AZ 86503 • (928) 674-5842 • thunderbirdlodge.com









  Thunderbird Lodge is an attractive, well-maintained motor lodge offering 70 rooms a short distance inside the entrance to Canyon de Chelly National Monument. The lodge, situated in a grassy area amid a grove of cottonwood trees, comprises a complex of several adobe and stone buildings, including 4 adobe units that house most of the guest rooms. The adobe registration building is separate but adjacent to the buildings with guest rooms. Separate stone buildings house a small number of guest rooms, a gift shop, and a restaurant.




  Lodge guest rooms are decorated in a Southwestern style and have air-conditioning, heat, ceiling fans, television, small refrigerator, microwave, coffeemaker, hair dryer, and telephone. Rates are based on bedding rather than location. Bedding choices are 2 doubles, 2 queens, or 1 king. One room has 3 double beds.




  Forty-one adobe-type motel rooms, constructed in 1984, have beamed ceilings and are housed in 2 lengthy buildings built into a hill. Parking is directly in front of a covered walk-way stretching across the front of the buildings. Twenty-three nearby rooms built in the 1960s are in 2 buildings constructed around a grassy courtyard. These rooms back up to one another, with half facing the courtyard and half facing the parking lot. Four additional rooms are in 2 buildings, 1 stone and 1 adobe, situated in the center of the complex. One King suite in a stone building has a separate bedroom with 1 king bed, a living room area with a queen sofa bed, and a full bathroom. A second suite with 3 full beds is the largest guest room in the lodge. We recommend requesting a room that faces the grassy courtyard.
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  Thunderbird Lodge Gift Shop




  Thunderbird Lodge is an exceptionally well-maintained facility offering a relaxing atmosphere where guests sometimes visit from porch chairs directly outside their rooms. The green lawns are immaculate, and building exteriors appear as if they were recently refreshed. Guests from a neighboring room told us during one of our visits that Thunderbird Lodge was their favorite stay during a 2-week trip to the Southwest. The lodge restaurant has an attractive interior with decorative Navajo rugs and offers inexpensive food, including the house specialty, the Navajo taco. The lodge gift shop features a large selection of Native American jewelry, crafts, and handwoven Navajo rugs. The National Park Service visitor center is an easy 0.5-mile walk from the lodge. Interpretive programs at the visitor center include ranger presentations and guided walks. The lodge is near the monument’s campground, where evening campfire programs are offered.




  



  Thunderbird Lodge was originally constructed in 1902 as a trading post on the Navajo Reservation. The post served as a store, bank, post office, community meeting place, and courtroom. The owner began offering rooms and food service to accommodate an increasing number of tourists who arrived to view the cliff dwellings and spectacular scenery. The present-day restaurant is in the original trading post; the building housing the gift shop originally served as home for the trading post’s owner.




  




 Reservations: Phone (800) 679-2473; thunderbirdlodge.com. Reservations canceled by 6 p.m. on day of scheduled arrival receive a full refund. This policy is very lenient for a national park lodge so it is worthwhile to check if it remains in effect when making your reservation.




 Wheelchair Accessibility: Four rooms are wheel-chair accessible.




  Rates: King bed or 2 double beds ($89–$119); 2 queen beds ($99–$129); 3 full beds ($109–$139); King suite ($119–$149). AAA and government rates are offered. Rates quoted are for 2 adults. Extra persons are $10.




  Location: A short distance inside the park entrance.




   Season: Open year-round. Peak season is Apr through Oct, when reservations are advised.




  Food: A lodge restaurant offers basic food at reasonable prices. Breakfast ($6–$12) is available from 7 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. An all-day menu ($8–$21) is served from 11 a.m. until closing.




  [image: An adobe building at Thunderbird Lodge]




  An adobe building at Thunderbird Lodge




  Facilities: Restaurant, gift shop, guest laundry, National Park Service visitor center. Three miles west, the town of Chinle has fast-food outlets, service stations, grocery stores, laundries, and a bank.




  Activities: Horseback riding, hiking, and National Park Service interpretive programs. Half ($70)- and full-day ($150 including lunch) narrated canyon tours by vehicle are offered by certified Navajo guides. Call (928) 674-5842 or visit thunder birdlodge.com/tours.




  Pets: A charge of $25 per night, per pet, with a limit of 2 pets. A pet cannot weigh over 50 pounds.




 



  Guests at Thunderbird Lodge should take time to visit Hubbell Trading Post National Historic Site, a unit of the National Park Service located 40 miles south of Canyon de Chelly on US 191. The trading post, acquired in 1878 by leading Navajo trader John Hubbell, continued in operation following its 1967 acquisition by the National Park Service and is considered the oldest continuously operated trading post in the American Southwest. The trading post offers Navajo rugs, jewelry, and baskets for sale, and a lucky visitor may chance upon an artistic Navajo weaver bargaining with a trader who wishes to purchase a Navajo rug or craft item. Visitors are free to wander the grounds of the Hubbell family homestead with its bunkhouse, barn, guest hogan, and historic farm equipment or join a guided tour (15-person limit) of the Hubbell home furnished with the family’s belongings and artifacts.




  


  

  Glen Canyon National Recreation Area




   PO Box 1507 • Page, AZ 86040 • (928) 608-6200 • nps.gov/glca
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  Glen Canyon National Recreation Area
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  Glen Canyon National Recreation Area comprises 1.25 million acres of high desert surrounding and including Lake Powell and its nearly 2,000 miles of shoreline. Lake Powell is formed by Glen Canyon Dam near Page, Arizona, which backs up the Colorado River for nearly 200 miles. Most activities here, including boating, fishing, and waterskiing, are water-related. Houseboat rentals are offered at several locations. While nearly all the recreation area is in southern Utah, the most accessible section is along US 89 near Page, Arizona, where the Glen Canyon Dam is located.




  Entrance Fee: $30 per vehicle or $15 per person, good for 7 days. A vessel pass is required for visitors hauling a boat. The fee depends on the size of the craft.




  Lodging in Glen Canyon National Recreation Area: Three locations in the recreation area offer guest accommodations. The largest and nicest is Lake Powell Resort, 6 miles north of Page, Arizona, on US 89. The resort is up a hill from a large marina. Overnight accommodations are offered by the same concessionaire at Bullfrog Resort and Halls Crossing, 2 smaller facilities in the recreation area’s Utah section. Reservations are made using the address and phone number listed for Lake Powell Resort. Each location permits pets.




  
Bullfrog Resort and Marina





 PO Box 4055 • Lake Powell, UT 84533 • (435) 684-3000




 




  Bullfrog Resort and Marina offers 48 rooms at Defiance House Lodge plus 8 family units. Lodge rooms range from $140 to $288. These are in a stucco building that sits atop a high bluff overlooking Bullfrog Bay. Both the building, constructed in the early 1980s, and rooms within are similar in appearance to those at Lake Powell Resort. Eight freestanding prefabricated family units require a 2-night minimum stay and rent for $365. Each unit contains a queen bed in each of 3 bedrooms, 2 full baths, living room, full kitchen, microwave, coffeemaker, toaster, dishes and utensils for 8 persons, linens, and a television but no telephone. A gas grill and picnic table are outside each unit. All units have heat, air-conditioning, and attractive interiors.




  Bullfrog Resort and Marina offers a restaurant, cocktail lounge, gift shop, liquor store, and gas station. Although the resort is open year-round, the restaurant operates from May through Oct. It offers 3 meals a day (breakfast is seasonal). The marina store sells basic food supplies and beverages. Ranger programs are offered during summer. A National Park Service visitor center adjacent to the resort contains exhibits concerning the Colorado Plateau and the evolution of Glen Canyon plant and animal life. A concessionaire offers half- and full-day boat tours during summer. Boat and personal watercraft rentals are available. The resort is at Bullfrog Basin on UT 276 on the west side of Lake Powell. A toll ferry at Bullfrog crosses the lake. The ferry doesn’t operate on maintenance days or when the lake level is low. Call (435) 893-4747 for information.




  Halls Crossing and Marina




  PO Box 5101 • Lake Powell, UT 84533 • (435) 684-7000




  




  Halls Crossing and Marina, on UT 276 between Blanding and Hanksville, offers 9 freestanding family units identical to those at Bullfrog Resort and Marina. Halls Crossing has auto service, a marina, and a store with limited supplies. Boat rentals and tours are offered. A toll ferry provides continuation of UT 276. Rates for family units are generally somewhat lower than at Bullfrog Resort and Marina.




  Lake Powell Resort




  PO Box 1597 • Page, AZ 86040 • (928) 645-2433 • lakepowell.com




  




  Lake Powell Resort offers 348 rooms as part of an attractive marina resort complex on Lake Powell. The resort comprises a registration building plus 8 nearly identical two-story lodge buildings on a peninsula jutting into Lake Powell. The landscaped stucco buildings are finished and decorated in a Southwestern design. The complex also includes 2 swimming pools, a well-equipped fitness room with sauna, upscale restaurant, coffee bar, lounge, grill, sports shop, gift shop, and a gas station. A variety of boat tours can be arranged in the lobby at the tour desk. Special packages combining a boat tour and lodge room are available. A large marina complex is down the hill from the lodge.




  All rooms other than 10 suites are of nearly identical size. The majority have 2 queen beds; others have a king bed. Each room has heat, air-conditioning, television, telephone, mini-refrigerator, coffeemaker, and a full bath. First-floor rooms have a patio. Second-floor rooms have a balcony but require climbing a flight of stairs as buildings do not have an elevator.
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  One of the 8 lodge buildings at Lake Powell Resort




  Four categories of rooms are available. The least expensive Traditional rooms on both the first and second floors face the large parking area with views pretty much confined to asphalt, vehicles, and other buildings, especially from first-floor rooms. View rooms face Wahweap Marina and an attractive landscape. Deluxe View rooms have upscale amenities and generally offer good views of the lake and surrounding mesas and buttes. Rooms in the 2 newest buildings (the 700 and 800 buildings) have superior balconies and patios that allow guests to more easily enjoy a view of the lake and surrounding landscape without standing. The other 6 buildings have relatively high outside balcony and patio walls that require second-floor guests to stand in order to view the landscape. The lodge offers 6 suites, some of which face the lake with others facing the marina. Each is twice the size of a regular room. Suites include a wet bar, microwave, 2 televisions, a king bed, a sofa bed in the sitting room, and a wrap-around balcony. Four Junior Suites are ¾ the size as a suite and lack a lake view and wet bar.




 



  Houseboat rentals are big business on Lake Powell, a huge body of water where boaters can wander at leisure and anchor in isolation among some of America’s most spectacular landscapes of brilliant red canyons, mesas, and buttes. Houseboats, ranging from 46 to 75 feet, sleep from 6 to 12 persons, and including multiple bedrooms, multiple bathrooms, a complete kitchen with full-size appliances, satellite television, upscale furniture, and a Jacuzzi on the top deck, are available for rent. Two major players in houseboat rentals near Page are Lake Powell Resort and Antelope Point Marina (800-255-5561; antelopepointlakepowell.com). Rentals range from $3,000 to $14,000 per week, depending on season and boat size. Ski boats, kayaks, and deck cruisers are also available.




  


  

  Lake Powell Resort is an attractive spot to spend one or several nights in a scenic lakeside setting. The choice of rooms is best determined by how you plan to spend your stay. Choose the less-expensive Traditional room if you expect to arrive late and leave early or immediately after a morning boat tour. Spend the extra money for a Lake View room if you will be staying a couple of days and are likely to spend time enjoying the patio or balcony. Request a second-floor room that provides better views if you don’t mind climbing a flight of stairs. Relaxing on a lakeside balcony with a hot cup of coffee and watching the sun rise over the distant mesa was one of the high points during one stay here.




  The resort is a center for water-based recreation, and you should consider at least one boat tour during your stay. The full-day Rainbow Bridge Cruise provides access to the world’s largest natural stone bridge at Rainbow Bridge National Monument. This giant water-eroded sandstone arch is very impressive. Boat tour information is available at the tour desk across from the registration counter. Guided fishing excursions and kayaking tours are also available.




 Reservations: Phone (888) 896-3829; lakepowell.com. A deposit of 1 night’s lodging is required. Cancellation policies depend on rates at which rooms are booked.




 Wheelchair Accessibility: Twelve rooms are ADA compliant.




  Rates: Guest room rates vary considerably during the year. Prime time is summer, especially Aug, when rates are generally highest. Winter months typically offer the lowest rates. Traditional ($110–$230); Marina View ($130–$250); Lake View ($150–$270); Junior Suite ($240–$300); Suites ($250–$310). A resort fee of $15 per room per night is added to each bill. Cribs are free; rollaways are available for a fee. Children under 18 years of age stay free. Discounts are available for advance purchase (no refunds), AAA, and seniors. Check the website for special packages.




  Location: On US 89, 6 miles north of Page, Arizona.




   Season: Open year-round.




  



  The stunning landscape surrounding Lake Powell Resort has served as a location for more than 40 movies, including 1962’s The Greatest Story Ever Told, starring Charlton Heston, Carroll Baker, Pat Boone, and José Ferrer. Maverick, with Mel Gibson, Jodie Foster, and James Garner, was filmed here in 1993. Other movies filmed in the Lake Powell area include Planet of the Apes, Sergeants Three, The Outlaw Josey Wales, Superman III, and Anasazi Moon. John Travolta stayed in Lake Powell Resort suite 274 for a month during the 1995 filming of Broken Arrow.




  


  

  Food: A full-service restaurant with a tiered circular dining area and wall of windows offers diners a panoramic view of the lake and surrounding countryside. The restaurant, open Apr through Oct, serves breakfast ($7–$15) and dinner ($16–$42). Reservations are required for dinner. Alcoholic beverages are available in the restaurant and an adjacent lounge that serves appetizers, salads, sandwiches, and limited dinners year-round. A coffee bar in the lobby serves gourmet coffee and prepackaged foods. A grill with indoor/outdoor dining serves pizza, subs, and salads from mid-May through mid-Sept. A floating restaurant at Wahweap Marina is open for lunch and dinner during summer. The Canyon Princess offers 2-hour dinner cruises seasonally depending on demand. Reservations are required.
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  Interior of a guest room at Lake Powell Resort




  



  Lake Powell was created by Glen Canyon Dam, which was completed in 1966 following 10 years of construction. The dam is near the town of Page, just south of Lake Powell Resort. The huge structure backs up the Colorado River for 200 miles and supplies water and electricity to California, Arizona, and Nevada. Concrete for the dam and power plant was poured around the clock for more than 3 years.




  


  

  Facilities: Restaurant, grill, lounge, gift shop, sport shop (with limited groceries), gas station, and marina with rentals. Two swimming pools, a hot tub, fire pits, and a fitness room with a sauna and showers. A coin-operated laundry is at the nearby campground.




  Activities: Swimming, walking and hiking, boating, waterskiing, fishing, boat tours.




  Pets: A fee of $20 per night is charged per pet. Pets are allowed only in Traditional rooms and must be on a leash.




  Grand Canyon National Park




  PO Box 129 • Grand Canyon, AZ 86023 • (928) 638-7888 • www.nps.gov/grca




  Grand Canyon National Park covers 1,904 square miles, including a canyon so spectacular first-time visitors often feel they are viewing a painting. The canyon has been created by massive uplift and the cutting effect of the Colorado River, which originates in the Rocky Mountains. The river now flows nearly a mile below the South Rim and even farther below the higher North Rim. Although developed areas of the North and South Rims are separated by only about 10 miles, the distance by road is 215 miles. A daily shuttle service (fee charged) is offered between the South and North Rims. An alternative is the 21-mile Kaibab Trail, which leads from Yaki Point on the South Rim to within 2 miles of Grand Canyon Lodge on the North Rim.




  North or South Rim? The two sides of the canyon are very different and share little other than the same canyon and river. The more popular South Rim is open year-round, with easier access, more eating facilities, more stores, more places to walk, and more people. Things are much quieter on the isolated North Rim, where services and visitors are limited. The higher elevation results in cooler temperatures and more trees. Vistas seem more intimate, and fewer people will be standing nearby straining for the same view. The North Rim is closed during winter.




  Entrance Fee: $35 per vehicle or $20 per person, good for 7 days on both sides of the canyon.




  Lodging in Grand Canyon National Park: The park has 8 lodges, 6 on the South Rim, 1 on the canyon floor (see Phantom Ranch sidebar), and 1 on the North Rim. Alternatives range from small lodge rooms without a private bath to historic cabins to rooms in a classic hotel built in 1905. The wide variation in accommodations means you should have a basic understanding of alternatives before making a reservation. On Grand Canyon’s South Rim, all lodges except Yavapai are operated by the same concessionaire whose telephone number and website are in the general information found below. Reservation information for Yavapai is provided under the Yavapai heading. The North Rim lodge is operated by a third concessionaire and reservation information is available in the North Rim section. Grand Canyon lodges are very popular and reservations should, if possible, be made many months in advance. If lodges in the park are full, motels are a short distance outside the south entrance, 7 miles from Grand Canyon Village and the South Rim. The North Rim is quite isolated, and little alternative lodging is available.
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  South Rim (6 Lodges)




  Most visitors reach the South Rim of the Grand Canyon via US 180 and AZ 64 from Flagstaff, Arizona. Alternative route AZ 89 to AZ 64, through the east entrance, is longer and slower but offers excellent canyon views. The center of activity is Grand Canyon Village, which offers lodges, cabins, gift shops, restaurants, a large National Park Service visitor center, and the starting point for numerous tours.




  The South Rim’s 6 lodging alternatives (actually 8, with 2 lodges each having separate units) include the classic El Tovar, directly on the rim and the park’s top-of-the-line hotel. This historic hotel is in an ideal location, but nearby parking is scarce. Next door, Thunderbird and Kachina lodges are nearly identical with comfortable guest rooms in buildings that might be mistaken for college dorms. Bright Angel Lodge offers lodge rooms and historic cabins with a flavor of the South Rim’s history. Parking can be a problem, but Bright Angel’s rim cabins with fireplaces are choice accommodations on the South Rim. Maswik is a large lodging complex with plentiful parking and a nearby cafeteria. Maswik North has nice motel-type rooms a moderate walk from the canyon rim. Maswik South has four relatively new two-story lodge buildings, some with kitchenettes. Yavapai East offers relatively large rooms; the rooms at Yavapai West are smaller and less expensive. Both sections of Yavapai offer plenty of parking and proximity to Market Plaza, the South Rim’s commercial center. Yavapai is about 0.5 mile from the rim and 1 mile from the South Rim’s concentration of hotels and restaurants.




   



  London-born Fred Harvey, a legendary hospitality pioneer, had a major impact on guest facilities in Grand Canyon National Park. Harvey met the president of the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railway in 1870 and began a relationship to open good-quality restaurants, gift shops, and hotels throughout the Southwest. Harvey opened his first Harvey House in Topeka, Kansas, in 1876. By 1891 the entrepreneur was operating more than a dozen restaurants. Harvey’s two sons continued to manage and expand the business following their father’s death in 1901.




  Rail service from the Santa Fe’s main line to Grand Canyon Village debuted in 1901, and the famed El Tovar opened in 1905. Three years later the Fred Harvey Company opened the Fray Marcos Santa Fe Hotel in Williams, Arizona, a community located on what in 1926 would become Route 66. The town continues its claim as Gateway to the Grand Canyon.




  The firm had earlier hired architect Mary Jane Colter to design a number of the South Rim’s structures, including Bright Angel Lodge, Desert View Watchtower, Hermits Rest, Hopi House, Lookout Studio, Santa Fe Station, and Phantom Ranch. The park’s longtime primary concession-aire, Xanterra Parks & Resorts, acquired the Fred Harvey Company, including its Grand Canyon operation, in 1968.




  


  

  All the lodges are served by free shuttle service with stops at various points in the village. The main shuttle operates year-round and connects with two seasonal shuttles that offer service to Hermits Rest on the West Rim and the Kaibab Trailhead on the East Rim. The village area can be quite congested, and it is advisable to park your vehicle and utilize the shuttle. The South Rim Pocket Map and Services Guide, available at entrance stations, includes an illustration of shuttle routes.




  Reservations for South Rim lodging other than Yavapai: Phone (888) 297-2757; grandcanyonlodges.com. Cost of the first night’s lodging is required as a deposit. Cancellation of 48 hours is necessary for a full refund. Reservations may be made up to 13 months in advance. Try to make reservations 6 or more months in advance for busy summer months, especially for the popular El Tovar. Space is sometimes available on short notice because of cancellations. For same-day reservations phone (928) 638-2631.




  Food: A variety of restaurants and snack bars are scattered around Grand Canyon Village. Less-expensive dining is available near the registration areas of Maswik and Yavapai Lodges, while an upscale restaurant requiring reservations is in the El Tovar. Excellent steaks are served in the Arizona Room connected to Bright Angel Lodge. The Bright Angel complex also has a restaurant and a combination coffee shop/lounge. A deli/bakery and a full-service grocery store are at Market Plaza.




  Facilities: Grand Canyon Village is truly a village. It includes a full-service grocery and general store, post office, full-service bank, laundry, gift shops, emergency medical and dental services, bookstores, ice-cream shop, and an array of restaurants. Emergency auto service is available; gasoline is sold in Tusayan and at Desert View, but not in Grand Canyon Village.




  Activities: A variety of activities begin in the village, including narrated motor coach tours of various sites along the South Rim. Additional activities, some of which begin outside the village, include river raft excursions, hiking, mule rides to Plateau Point and the canyon floor, horseback riding, and helicopter and airplane trips over the canyon. The National Park Service offers programs on history and geology throughout the day and evening.




  
Bright Angel Lodge and Cabins





  Bright Angel Lodge and Cabins is a complex comprised of a main registration building plus a cluster of structures with 90 guest rooms. The main registration building houses a tour desk, gift shop, coffee shop/lounge, steak house, and restaurant. The complex is at the center of South Rim activity and handy to other hotels, eating facilities, and gift shops. This area of Grand Canyon Village is very busy with people and vehicle traffic, a hectic setting for families intent on discovering nature. On the plus side, Bright Angel provides some of the South Rim’s least expensive rooms that retain a flavor of the rim’s historic past.




 [image: Historic cabins at Bright Angel Lodge]




  Historic cabins at Bright Angel Lodge




  Lodging at Bright Angel includes four types of rooms. All have heat, coffeemaker, small refrigerator, and telephone, but no air-conditioning. The least expensive Standard, or Lodge, rooms are in Powell Lodge and Buckey Lodge, 2 dormitory-style buildings. Most of the 38 rooms offer 1 double or 1 queen bed, a queen plus a single, or 2 doubles. Some rooms include a full bath; others have a shower or tub. Some have a sink and a toilet; others have only a sink. Common bath and shower facilities are in the hallway. These rooms are particularly popular with hikers who desire a relatively inexpensive place to crash after returning from a trek through the canyon.




   



  Lodging in the area of today’s Bright Angel Lodge dates to the earliest years of hospitality activities on the South Rim. In the early 1890s several individuals established tent camps for visitors who made their way to the canyon. When travel to the South Rim by train appeared likely, entrepreneur James Thurber constructed a small structure he named Bright Angel Hotel. Soon, Buckey O’Neill, who put together a business to construct a rail road from Williams to the Rim, built a log cabin he called O’Neill’s Camp near the Thurber operation. Thurber eventually purchased O’Neill’s cabin and constructed a building between the two facilities, to which he subsequently added rows of tents. He named his operation Bright Angel Hotel and Bright Angel Camps.




  Thurber sold the facility within a couple of years, and soon the owners of the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railway acquired rights to the land for its South Rim depot, which included the Bright Angel complex. The rail company and complex owner continued the existing hospitality operation until 1905, when the El Tovar was completed and the Bright Angel complex was updated.




  In the 1920s the railway hired architect Mary Colter, a contemporary of Frank Lloyd Wright, to design a new lodging facility for the Bright Angel area. Colter’s plan called for new rustic cabins constructed from native materials to replace the increasingly shabby tent cabins. The new Bright Angel Lodge, including the existing Red Horse Cabin and Buckey O’Neill’s Cabin that Colter saved from the earlier operation, opened in 1935. Today’s visitors to Bright Angel Lodge continue to experience the facility much as it was designed by Colter.




  


  

  One step up are 34 historic cabin rooms in 15 wooden or wood-and-stucco structures. Some buildings house a single cabin; others have 2, 3, or 4 cabin-style rooms. Although the exteriors are rustic, interiors are nicely furnished and comfortable. Each cabin has a queen bed, ceiling fan, refrigerator, coffeemaker, television, and telephone. Some have a full bath; others have a shower only. The most expensive cabins are 15 Rim cabins that offer a canyon view. Each has a full bath and is situated in buildings beside a paved walking trail along the rim. Four have gas fireplaces. Two Rim cabins with fireplaces, 6151 and 6152, provide an outstanding view of the canyon and are two of our favorite South Rim accommodations.




  The Bright Angel complex includes 4 two-room suites. The Powell Family Suite is 2 bedrooms with a bath. One bedroom has a queen bed while the other has 2 doubles. A 2-room Historic Cabin Suite (S-86) has a bedroom with 2 queen beds, a separate sitting room, and a bathroom. The Red Horse Cabin, an 1890s structure that once served as a post office, has a bedroom with a king bed, 2 bathrooms, and a sitting room with a gas fireplace. The top of the line is the Buckey O’Neill Cabin that sits on the canyon rim. It has a large bedroom with a king bed and a living room with a gas stone fireplace and a wet bar.




  Bright Angel Lodge is a handy location for all South Rim activities and facilities. Although none of the rooms are directly on the rim and most don’t offer a rim view, spectacular vistas of the canyon are only a few steps from any of the buildings. Other dining facilities, including a food court, 2 restaurants, and an elegant dining room, are a reasonable walk from the rooms. Parking can be an issue during the busy season. Parking spaces scattered among the cabins can generally be counted on to yield a few empty slots, although they may not be directly outside your room.




  Rates: Standard room without private bath ($88–$143); Standard room with private bath ($115–$166); Historic cabins ($166–$240); Rim cabins ($377–$396); Suite ($611–$870). Each additional person is $9 per night. Children 16 and under stay free with an adult.
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  Cabin at Bright Angel Lodge. Courtesy of Xanterra




 Wheelchair Accessibility: Four Historic cabins and 1 Rim cabin (with fireplace) are ADA compliant.




  Location: On the South Rim at the center of activity in Grand Canyon Village.




   Season: Rooms at Bright Angel Lodge are open year-round.




  Food: A full-service Harvey House Café is inside the main registration building and convenient to all the rooms. The restaurant is open for breakfast ($7–$14), lunch and dinner ($14–$49); alcoholic beverages are available. The coffee shop/lounge offers specialty coffees and continental breakfast items each morning. Appetizers are available after 11 a.m. The Bright Angel Fountain, open May through Sept (10 a.m. to 6 p.m.), directly outside the registration building, offers sandwiches, soft drinks, and ice cream. The Arizona Room, offering steaks, poultry, and fish, is attached to the east end of the Bright Angel registration building. It is open for lunch and dinner ($18–$55).
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