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FOREWORD


This latest offering by Katie Hall and John Pickering on the nature of strange light phenomena, reveals even greater insight and evidence that we are not alone in this universe.


What these light-forms are, is still open to question; however, there does appear to be a kind of interaction and participation at some level, and you will come to this realization more and more as you read through this book, which takes us on an evolutionary journey from orbs to beyond.


Who are those beings of light?


What is the significance of Sirius?


Who is the mystical lady dressed in mauve?


Why is the symbolism of orbs so important for us all today?


Their first book, Beyond Photography created a stir across the country and this second book, in Katie and John’s Beyond Trilogy, will excite and enthral readers even more. Generally we are so busy living in our three dimensional world, accepting what the ‘experts’ tell us about the nature of reality, that all crop formations were created by two old men with planks, or that orbs and ethereal light-beings are nothing more than dust particles on the camera lens, that sometimes we simply just miss the wonder and mystery that surrounds us. In Orbs and Beyond we encounter some of that mystery and wonder first hand, through all the astounding photographs and unique insights.


And here I can do no better than offer a quote from Orbs and Beyond:


“One positive thing about encountering anomalous or paranormal phenomenon is that it often provides a kick start to get us thinking out of the box; to look beyond what is commonly acceptable to see new possibilities; new horizons”.


If this is the time for you to open your own mind and learn more about our ‘other-worldly’ neighbours, you will certainly be doing yourself a favour if you begin your journey by reading this book, for you will not be disappointed. In this personal account of their encounters with paranormal phenomena, well documented with astounding photographs, Katie and John have created a visually exciting book that is eminently readable, informative and inspiring. More importantly it is also a book that challenges us all at a spiritual level; this comes through very strongly in both their words and their amazing photographs.


Whether you are well informed or new to the subject of paranormal phenomena, this is a book that everyone should read; for every time you go back to it you will find something new! Following on from their innovative beginnings in Beyond Photography, the authors continue to break new ground, bringing new insights, and one wonders where all this is heading as we move further and further into the Great Mystery that surrounds us. Are we the observer or the observed? What is it that we are all part of; what is it that we are?


In Orbs and Beyond we are certainly given an intriguing and inspiring glimpse into new possibilities beyond the commonly accepted views of reality. This opens up a whole Pandora’s Box of new questions about life and the cosmos.


Well done Katie and John for this truly inspiring and groundbreaking work. I am already looking forward to the Third Book in your Beyond Trilogy!


Mike Oram, author and lecturer.
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PREFACE


For the benefit of any readers who may be approaching this subject for the first time, the term, “orbs”, has become synonymous with the anomalous circular images which appear on photographs. There are many beliefs about what orbs may be, ranging from the gullible and ludicrous to the innovative and reasonable; equally there are also many sceptical misconceptions about orbs. Sadly some of these, just like the two old men with planks explanation for crop formations, have become instant received wisdom for the uninformed sceptics amongst us.


Our previous book, Beyond Photography, was first published in December 2006 by O-Books.


It was the first book in the world to document one couple’s encounters with paranormal visual phenomena and to examine orbs in any detail.


When Beyond Photography was first published it included eight pages of full colour photographs, but because of increased printing costs it has not been possible to reproduce our images in full colour at this time, even though we have included many amazing new images. In our presentations we do show all our images in full colour; you can also see some of them on our website: www.lights2beyond.com and because we have had so many requests we will be creating a YouTube video which will include most of the photographs in this book, so do look out for that under the title of ORBS AND BEYOND, which is in effect also the Second Volume in our Beyond Trilogy, published by O-Books. The Third Volume: BEYOND REALITY is currently still being written and will be published as soon as possible.


From the start, we tried to understand the phenomena we were witnessing not only in terms of our own subjective experience but in the wider context of history, metaphysics and science. At the time neither Katie nor I had any idea of the effect our book would have on our own lives or on the lives of many others around the globe. We had been given a unique opportunity to photograph and interact with incredible phenomena and we knew that the right thing to do was to share that with others. Since then, interest in orbs has mushroomed all over the world. Type “orbs” into Google and you’ll find many websites on the subject, ours included: www.lights2beyond.com


Along with Ufology we now have what could be called, “Orbology” – and it seems that “orbographically” speaking, in New Age terms, orbs have arrived! This has had its positives and negatives for we must not forget that consumerism is just as endemic in the New Age as it is in mainstream society; with orbs, as with UFOs and Crop Formations, we must all be careful to distinguish between those opportunists who have simply jumped onto the bandwagon, and the accounts of genuine experiencers and researchers.


Phenomena such as orbs, crop formations and UFOs not only appeals to intelligent New Age believers and progressive thinkers they also unfortunately have a tendency to attract the lunatic fringe that inhabits the twilight zones of all major religions, beliefs: New Age concepts and progressive movements, whether spiritual or political.


For instance, at a recent conference we were approached by another speaker.


“I see you are going to be speaking about orbs. I know everything about orbs.”


He then went on for quite a while pedantically expounding his own pet theory. Having once worked in mental health as a therapist, I inadvertently found myself slipping into therapist mode.


Then he said, “Oh, yes, I can even create orbs and make them appear at will!”


Duly impressed, Katie said, “That’s great, can you make one appear now?”


This seemed a reasonable enough request, because if I said to someone, “I’m a cartoonist” and they then asked me to draw something, I’d have no problem whatsoever doing so.


But our erstwhile orb expert obviously couldn’t do what he claimed, as his shocked response was instantly, “No! That’s just tempting me to pander to your ego!”


And off he went happy in the delusion that he really had all the answers to orbs and everything. The point of this little tale is that we have to be aware that self-delusion and ego driven thinking is often as alive and well in the New Age as it is in the media and religion! To be grounded it is important to realize that when it comes to paranormal phenomena – theoretical physics, parapsychology or the mystery of consciousness – we are all equally on a learning curve! Those who claim to know all the answers invariably do not understand the questions in the first place.


As much as we humans may know about life and the universe, the sum of our ignorance as a species massively outweighs our knowledge. Endemic to both religion and the New Age is a minority of people who claim to know all the answers, not just for their own life but for yours and mine! We have to beware that such people may not only be deluding themselves but sometimes, for whatever reasons, may be deliberately trying to deceive the rest of us as well. When it comes to the crunch, it is not what such people say that defines them, but what they do! Bluntly, if they cannot do what they claim, they are either deluded or deceivers.


To not be aware that deceptions exist is simply naïve. Recently someone sent us some photos taken at a wedding; every photograph had orbs, but it was instantly obvious to us that all these were faked; indeed they had been created by an App that you can now get for your mobile phone to jazz up your images with orb-like effects. Not that they are convincing or meant to be, but in that context I feel impelled to point out here that our images have not been artificially contrived and apart from being lightened in some cases, the photographs are exactly as we took them. In the few instances where we have used photo-enhancement this is clearly stated. But when O-Books decided to publish Beyond Photography, I did wonder if, as we were both artistic, this would be more likely to incline sceptics to think we had created the images in some way? Of course we could have equally been gardeners or accountants. Those determined to be sceptical, come what may, will invariably seize on anything to try to deny what they don’t like, or find uncomfortable. The fact is orbs are photographed by all kinds of people with all kinds of cameras. Our own experiences and photographs are simply part of on-going worldwide phenomena. However, we must all be aware that practically anything can be faked: UFOs, Crop Formations, Ghosts etc, especially today with digital technology. The popularity of “ghost hunting-type” TV programs has inevitably resulted in facts being bent and so called “paranormal events” being faked for the sake of entertainment. Yet even so this has resulted in raising the profile of genuine paranormal events. The mobile phone orb App that has appeared since Beyond Photography was published may be a testament to the popularity of orbs in the general consciousness, but we have to question, apart from harmless entertainment, why would anyone want to try to fake orbs? It is after all a bit like sticking on a false moustache when there millions of people with real ones!


That fact that something can be faked does not mean that it is faked! All we know from our own experience is that the phenomenon we have photographed is the tip of the iceberg: photographs in themselves are not conclusive proof, but they are definitely visual evidence. Put together with thousands of similar images from all over the world taken by old SLR film cameras, digital, video and CCTV cameras and mobile phones, such images are, we believe, indications of a wider reality interfacing with our own.


In any honest examination or investigation into any phenomena, natural, scientific, paranormal or otherwise, finding the truth should be our goal, not bending data to fit previously conceived theories or beliefs. No matter how much we may cherish our pet theories! Fortunately when we began our study into orbs and other related phenomena we approached the subject with good advice from the late Carl Sagan firmly in mind: that of keeping a balance between scepticism and wonder! We also have to remember that all experience, especially paranormal experience, is subjectively perceived and translated by the individual experiencer. In that context all we can do is share with you our experiences, our photographs and our own questions, opinions, beliefs and speculations. Essentially this book reflects a personal view of encounters with what we term a “Beyond Reality”; hopefully we have presented this as reasonably and as interestingly as possible.


We sincerely hope that you will find the astounding images in this book, as thought provoking and inspiring as we do.


Katie Hall & John Pickering 2013




PART ONE


ORBS IN FOCUS
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A brief but comprehensive overview of the orbs phenomenon for both past readers and also for those who have come to study this subject for the first time




AN INTRODUCTION TO A PHENOMENON


As mentioned, our book, Beyond Photography was not only the first book to examine orbs in any detail, it was also the first book in the world to photographically document one couple’s encounters with a wide spectrum of unfolding paranormal phenomena. This included, Orbs, Luminosities, Light Rods, Light-Forms and Light Beings. We must stress again that although we applied terms to all the phenomena, such terms are descriptive only – not definitive!


ORBS AND BEYOND is divided into two distinct parts. Part One: Orbs in Focus, deals specifically with orbs and is the shorter of the two, because the phenomenon of orbs is covered extensively in our previous book. Part Two: Beyond Realities, deals specifically with events and phenomena beyond orbs, and includes experiences and new photographic evidence that only occurred after the publication of Beyond Photography.


In ORBS AND BEYOND we have included many images never before published and have tried to convey both the mystery and the wonder of our experiences, which still continue to unfold.


Over the years we have had to question many things: not least the nature of what exactly it is we were photographing and how it was possible for us to photograph paranormal phenomena in the first place. Our personal experiences with unusual phenomenon began many years ago, when we were both only children. Our quest into the paranormal for both of us is essentially a personal one: to try to gain more understanding; to discover the truth – whatever that may turn out to be.


All the extraordinary events leading up to this present moment have been like the focussing of a lens in which things which were once hazy, have come into sharper focus.


In retrospect it seems rather synchronistic that at the very same time we ourselves were questioning the phenomenon manifesting in and around our home in the United Kingdom, across the other side of the Atlantic in the USA, similar photographs of orbs were being taken and similar questions asked by other researchers. The Orb Project, by Miċeál Ledwith and Klaus Heinemann was published the year after our own Beyond Photography. More recently, and in my opinion the best book so far on orbs to come from the USA in the past few years is the great book by Sandra Underwood, Orbs, Lightwaves, and Cosmic Consciousness, which we thoroughly recommend.


From both sides of the Atlantic, orbs have now entered the public perception. All over the world today awareness of paranormal phenomena is increasing. This has both positive and negative aspects for the search for truth, because popularising anything can easily blur the distinctions between fact and fiction; opportunism and marketing forces are, as we have all seen in the whole 2012 debacle, as alive and well in religion and the New Age as in mainstream business.


Once the existence of orbs had filtered into the “New Age consciousness” it was almost inevitable that someone with an eye on the market would link orbs to angels or faeries – or even aliens. Orbs appear in various colours, and some have attached (bogusly, I think) a significance to this and have related the colours of orbs to the colours (so far unproven) of certain angels. From there it was only a small step to then state categorically that orbs are angels!


Now, there is nothing wrong with someone believing that orbs may be angels, but to be dogmatic about this seems to me less than intellectually honest in the circumstances. The exact nature of angels is open to question anyway and there is no evidence whatsoever that certain colours in the spectrum relate specifically to particular angels. It’s all purely arbitrary, and in some cases complete fiction; we may as well believe that all red orbs are Santa’s elves or that different colours relate to various flower faeries or that grey orbs are alien greys. Although the New Age movement contains some progressive concepts and cutting-edge thinking, we must all be aware that it also contains some very fuzzy thinking and largely unfounded notions often incorrectly claimed by some to be the incontrovertible truth, about Orbs, UFOs, Crop Formations or whatever. Dogmatism is just as alive and well in some areas of the New Age as it is in fundamentalist religion; we all need to be careful to keep that balance of wonder and reason. Today there is much “received wisdom” as to the meaning of life and events coming not only from the tabloids but also from certain popular gurus and channellers who just like some professional debunkers, make a business out of being right all the time about “spiritual” or “paranormal” matters. In the whole area of metaphysics and paranormal phenomena too many tenuous opinions are purveyed as facts to the unwary. The fact is there are far more opinions than there are facts – and that is a fact!


This is why we have been careful in our presentations and in this book to place clearly our views, insights and opinions within the context of our own subjective experiences, both as intuitive individuals and as rationally inquiring human beings. We claim no supernatural assistance; neither do we know all the answers. Our quest is the human quest; it has both a rational and a spiritual dimension, and that is true for every one of us; we are each on our own individual journey through the mystery and wonder of Life.


Over the past seven years we have photographed an unfolding phenomenon which although it began with orbs has included, Luminosities, moving columns or Rods of Light, swirling, dynamic Light-Forms, and Light Beings; but throughout it all, orbs have been the one consistent factor.


This book is not only an account of our personal experiences and speculations, it is also intended to be an informative guide to the whole phenomenon of orbs. So before we proceed further here is a quick summary of Seven Common Aspects of the Orb Phenomenon, as we see it:




1. The most notable aspect of orbs is the consistent ubiquity of the phenomenon. Thousands of individuals all over the world are photographing the same phenomenon with different cameras in widely different conditions.


2. The vast majority of orbs cannot be adequately explained in prosaic terms, i.e. they are not dust, moisture, digital errors or the planet Venus etc.


3. There is reported evidence of a definite interactive aspect to orbs and luminosities, often relating to people as specific individuals.


4. In psychological terms the circular image of the orb recalls the archetypical symbol of Unity and Oneness. Coincidentally this symbolism is appearing at a time when the concept of Oneness is critically meaningful to us in planetary terms, and is also particularly significant in light of the new perspective of a connective reality underpinning our physical universe.


5. Orbs cross faith and cultural boundaries. All across the planet interest in orbs is increasing by people of all beliefs – or none at all.


6. Incidents of synchronicity are regularly reported as being experienced by many who photograph orbs and luminosities.


7. Many individuals from a variety of professional backgrounds report both purpose and intentionality associated with the visual phenomena.





In Part One we shall examine each aspect of the orbs phenomenon through our photographs and experiences. Some of this is covered in our previous book, but here you will also find much that is new, as here published for the first time, are many events and photographic encounters that happened well after Beyond Photography was published.




The Study of a Phenomenon


As mentioned some of this is covered in depth in Beyond Photography but before we take a step beyond orbs we must, for the sake of continuity, begin with an overview of orbs as we have come to understand them through our own experiences, research and photographic encounters.


From the context of our study of the orbs phenomenon we divided it into two basic categories:
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In our experience, orbs are part of a wide range of interconnected anomalous phenomena which includes Orbs, Luminosities, Light Rods, Light-Forms and Light Beings.


In endeavouring to convey the essence of what we have photographed, as we perceive it, we have of necessity used various terms such as Sprites, Light Beings etc, but please bear in mind that the terms we use in relation to this phenomena are descriptive – not definitive. We are all on a learning curve in the area of paranormal phenomena. In that context it is only sensible for us all to hold our personal beliefs and speculations on an open hand.


Some people will wrongly tell you categorically that orbs are angels, aliens, spirits of the dead, unborn spirits etc. These are all beliefs or opinions: not facts! They may or may not be correct.


All we can honestly say is that so far nothing in our experiences or study of this phenomenon incontrovertibly confirms any such views or beliefs. In fact the indications seem to be that orbs can be seen as manifestations of any of the above, or none of them!


We cannot tell you what the paranormal is anymore than we can tell you what God is: all we can do is share our views, experiences and photographs. This does not mean that we know nothing, in fact through our experiences and photographs we have learned much that is of value about the paranormal in general and we shall be discussing some of that later in this book. However, whatever views or opinions we each may have about paranormal phenomena, we should always be ready to revise or modify those views: for the paranormal, like the quantum universe, is never exactly what it may seem and is always full of surprises.


As mentioned in our first book, Beyond Photography, we began by sceptically questioning the nature of the orbs that appeared on our photographs; we tried to eliminate all natural causes before we moved on to examine the possibility of some kind of paranormal association. This took both time and patient examination and comparison of hundreds of photographs and the conditions in which they were taken. For example, we did not do any screaming or running around such as you may have seen in some psychic entertainment programs on TV; it is impossible to do serious research into psychic or paranormal phenomena in such circumstances.


A year after Beyond Photography was published by O-Books in 2006, another book, The Orb Project by Miceal Ledwith and ex-NASA scientist, Klaus Heinemann was published in the USA, this qualified our own view that genuine orbs were the interactive indications of a wider reality interfacing with our own. This is not just about the photographs but about the reality of a ubiquitous phenomenon seen and experienced by people all over the world. In our case, as with many others, this has gone far beyond the photographs, and has in effect informed and changed our own lives in ways that would not have happened otherwise. Certainly in our experience of this phenomenon the associated synchronicities have been so many and so accurate that pure chance seems extremely unlikely as an explanation. In line with the late Carl Sagan’s eclectic approach to science, our own experience in studying the phenomenon of orbs qualifies that by being open to both wonder and reason we may all learn something new.


This is a point made in our Ben’s World cartoon, as in this strip below:
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Sometime we may be just walking along, minding our own business, when for no apparent reason a piece of the universal puzzle falls right in our path. When that happens, whatever it is, we can choose to ignore it or to walk round it – or we can choose to try to figure out where it fits. Whenever we do that, as puzzling as it is and as incomplete as our answers may be, we are no longer mere bystanders in Life, but active participants in the mystery and wonder of Existence!


This is essentially where we are in relation to the question of orbs: what are they really, what do they mean? How do we fit the orbs phenomenon into what we know about life in general: our own experiences and the experiences of others. Then there are the wider questions of how something like orbs fit into what we may know of physics, the paranormal or consciousness. No phenomenon whether normal or paranormal exists in isolation; whatever it is and however it manifests, it is always connected through many levels and in many different ways to everything else that makes up Reality as we all experience it. But this of course does not mean that our current scientific or rational paradigm of Reality can explain everything – of course it cannot, for science as methodical and precise as it may be, only offers the best approximation of what is. It is always subject to updates and modifications. Once a scientific view of the Universe becomes moribund and un-bending it ceases to be scientific progress and becomes the same kind of dogmatic orthodoxy you find in some religions. We humans are capable of lapsing into static thinking about a whole variety of things: orbs and the paranormal included. We have probably all met such people at conferences: those who know all the answers, or have a rigid view of science, religion or what constitutes truth about anything and everything! The fact is there are always more opinions than there are facts, especially in relation to paranormal or spiritual matters – and that is a fact! If you don’t believe it, check it out!
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