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  ROCK CLIMBING MINNESOTA AND WISCONSIN




  Help Us Keep This Guide Up to Date




  Every effort has been made by the author and editors to make this guide as accurate and useful as possible. However, many things can change after a guide is published—trails are rerouted, regulations change, facilities come under new management, and so forth.




  We welcome your comments concerning your experiences with this guide and how you feel it could be improved and kept up to date. While we may not be able to respond to all comments and suggestions, we’ll take them to heart and we’ll also make certain to share them with the author. Please send your comments and suggestions to the following address:




  Globe Pequot Press




  Reader Response/Editorial Department




  P.O. Box 480




  Guilford, CT 06437




  Or you may e-mail us at:




  editorial@GlobePequot.com




  Thanks for your input, and happy climbing!
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  WARNING:


  




  Climbing is a sport where you may be seriously injured or die. Read this before you use this book.




  This guidebook is a compilation of unverified information gathered from many different climbers. The author cannot ensure the accuracy of any of the information in this book, including the topos and route descriptions, the difficulty ratings, and the protection ratings. These may be incorrect or misleading, as ratings of climbing difficulty and danger are always subjective and depend on the physical characteristics (for example, height), experience, technical ability, confidence, and physical fitness of the climber who supplied the rating. Additionally, climbers who achieve first ascents sometimes underrate the difficulty or danger of the climbing route. Therefore, be warned that you must exercise your own judgment on where a climbing route goes, its difficulty, and your ability to safely protect yourself from the risks of rock climbing. Examples of some of these risks are: falling due to technical difficulty or due to natural hazards such as holds breaking, falling rock, climbing equipment dropped by other climbers, hazards of weather and lightning, your own equipment failure, and failure or absence of fixed protection.




  You should not depend on any information gleaned from this book for your personal safety; your safety depends on your own good judgment, based on experience and a realistic assessment of your climbing ability. If you have any doubt as to your ability to safely climb a route described in this book, do not attempt it.




  The following are some ways to make your use of this book safer:




  1. Consultation: You should consult with other climbers about the difficulty and danger of a particular climb prior to attempting it. Most local climbers are glad to give advice on routes in their area; we suggest that you contact locals to confirm ratings and safety of particular routes and to obtain first-hand information about a route chosen from this book.




  2. Instruction: Most climbing areas have local climbing instructors and guides available. We recommend that you engage an instructor or guide to learn safety techniques and to become familiar with the routes and hazards of the areas described in this book. Even after you are proficient in climbing safely, occasional use of a guide is a safe way to raise your climbing standard and learn advanced techniques.




  3. Fixed Protection: Some of the routes in this book may use bolts and pitons that are permanently placed in the rock. Because of variances in the manner of placement, weathering, metal fatigue, the quality of the metal used, and many other factors, these fixed protection pieces should always be considered suspect and should always be backed up by equipment that you place yourself. Never depend on a single piece of fixed protection for your safety, because you never can tell whether it will hold weight. In some cases, fixed protection may have been removed or is now missing. However, climbers should not always add new pieces of protection unless existing protection is faulty. Existing protection can be tested by an experienced climber and its strength determined. Climbers are strongly encouraged not to add bolts and drilled pitons to a route. They need to climb the route in the style of the first ascent party (or better) or choose a route within their ability—a route to which they do not have to add additional fixed anchors.




  Be aware of the following specific potential hazards that could arise in using this book:




  1. Incorrect Descriptions of Routes: If you climb a route and you have a doubt as to where it goes, you should not continue unless you are sure that you can go that way safely. Route descriptions and topos in this book could be inaccurate or misleading.




  2. Incorrect Difficulty Rating: A route might be more difficult than the rating indicates. Do not be lulled into a false sense of security by the difficulty rating.




  3. Incorrect Protection Rating: If you climb a route and you are unable to arrange adequate protection from the risk of falling through the use of fixed pitons or bolts and by placing your own protection devices, do not assume that there is adequate protection available higher just because the route protection rating indicates the route does not have an X or an R rating. Every route is potentially an X (a fall may be deadly), due to the inherent hazards of climbing—including, for example, failure or absence of fixed protection, your own equipment’s failure, or improper use of climbing equipment.




  There are no warranties, whether expressed or implied, that this guidebook is accurate or that the information contained in it is reliable. There are no warranties of fitness for a particular purpose or that this guide is merchantable. Your use of this book indicates your assumption of the risk that it may contain errors and is an acknowledgment of your own sole responsibility for your climbing safety.
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  PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION




  In May 2009 I stood alone on the summit of Mount Everest; I had the top of the mountain to myself for 15 hours that day. During the descent I became hypoxic and hypothermic and survived only through the help of other climbers. The resulting frostbite claimed most of my toes and the ends of most of my fingers. I can still climb, but it’s clearly a different sort of climbing than in the past. Luckily, guidebook research involves very little actual climbing.




  I had hoped to revise this book for the past several years but we just couldn’t put it all together. The pieces fell into place in August 2010 with the publisher’s commitment to a color format and the realization that I would have to scale back some of my grandiose ideas for including more history and more areas in this version. Bad weather and early snows limited photography opportunities in 2010, so the spring of 2011 has been an insane scramble to put this all together. As I sit here a few days before the manuscript is due, I hope it all was worth it.




  Perversely, my concentration on mountaineering rather than rock climbing over the past decade has made this edition better. Faded memories made me look carefully at the last edition when I revisited crags; many poorly described approaches and climbs were very obvious. I’ve tried hard to get you to the climb and show you where the climb goes. You get to concentrate on climbing the thing.




  A word about the Internet: I did not use online sources to revise this book, though I solicited contributions from participants of online forums (and received very few responses). The quality and reliability of the information found online is simply too uncertain to use in print. For all the smaller areas not found here, feel free to visit those online sources (but be wary).




  You may wonder who put me in charge of a project like this. Nobody, of course. But there’s a couple of strengths that I bring to the table. First, I’m not a high-end technical climber. But wait—if I’m not the best climber, how can I be a guidebook writer? Actually, most top climbers don’t make good guidebook authors for the simple reason that they do not have an intuitive feel for the easier grades. To a 5.13 climber, all routes under 5.10 may seem equally easy. In contrast, I can tell the difference between 5.6 and 5.7, a quality that many climbers can appreciate.




  Second, I ain’t got a dog in this hunt. I’m not putting up new routes and I’m not emotionally invested in any area or any set of climbs. The first-ascensionist may feel every new route is a three-star route; I can sit back and take a dispassionate look at each route and each area.




  I would like to acknowledge a number of people who were instrumental in the preparation of this revision. In reality this list is much longer; if you have spoken to me at the crags or if I overheard your conversations, your name belongs here as well. The following people contributed information that helped improve this edition: Glenn Burns, David Dahl, Dave Graf, Kurt Hager, Josh Helke, Alicia Hudelson, Pete Hunt, Jasper Hunt, Jay Knower, Doug Lintz, Ward Miller, James Mullin, Kiri Namtveldt, Mike Nohr, Gary Nygaard, Tim Olsen, Sandy Powers, Sandra Rolph, Dave Rone, Sue Schroeder, Josh Simma, Peter Smerud, Eric Swanson, Roland Tauer, and Shawn Tracy.




  All of those who contributed to the first edition deserve credit as well. Please read the acknowledgments for the first edition. Several people deserve special thanks for their work. Sean Ferrell brought me up to speed on the new hard routes at Redwing and provided input on climbs at a number of areas. Mike Endrizzi provided detailed information on his new routes at Sandstone. Shawn Tracy provided additional descriptions for Sandstone along with his early notes on the history of the area. Craig Lais provided information on virtually all of the routes added to Blue Mounds. His photos and video, along with his record-keeping, allowed me to almost double the number of routes described for this area. Dave Groth vastly improved both the Devils Lake and Palisade Head sections. I sleep much better at night knowing that the hard routes are much more accurately described and rated because of his input. James Loveridge improved this guidebook in many ways. His knowledge of Palisade Head is unsurpassed and he contributed his knowledge freely. James took me out in his ninja boat to photograph Palisade Head. He also put me in touch with several of the photographers whose work appears here. Thanks to Al Grahn for facilitation.




  Climbing photography can be boring, frustrating work. I appreciate the donations of photographs that help bring the text to life: Ryan Angelo, Sarah Brengosz, Kris Gorny, Darin Limvere, Cynthia Niesen, Isaac Therneau, and Kaija Webster.




  All of these crags are on public lands. Thanks to all of the city park, state forest, and state park personnel who maintain the trails, provide parking, and occasionally rescue us when we do something stupid. For this revision, I would like to thank the following individuals for providing information: Phil Leversedge, Ron Erickson, and Thomas Sawtelle (Minnesota State Parks) and Richard Hesed, Maureen Yunker, and Aaron Mason (Wisconsin State Parks).




  Jon Cupka, Bruce McDonald, and Julie Selmo willingly trudged around various crags in sometimes frigid weather to serve as photo models and photographers assistants. You sure made my life a lot easier.




  David Dahl, Jeff Engel, Craig Lais, James Loveridge, Bruce McDonald, and David Farris reviewed portions of the final text and figures for accuracy.




  John Burbidge at Globe Pequot Press resurrected this project and served as editor, as he has on my previous two books for the company. Thanks once again for your hard work and fast response to e-mails. I would also like to thank Ann Seifert and David Legere for their work on the text and Melissa Baker and Lori Enik for their graphical expertise.




  This book would not have been possible without the support of friends and family, especially my wife Kathleen.




  This is it. I’m done writing guidebooks. It’s your turn.




  Mike Farris




  June 2011




  PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION




  When I moved from Boulder, Colorado, to Minnesota in 1985, I figured that my opportunities to climb would be few and far between. Much to my delight, I found that Minnesota and Wisconsin harbor the best climbing west of Seneca and east of Boulder and that the variety and quality of rock here are surprisingly good.




  Writing a climbing guide used to be pretty easy—climb the routes and write them up. At the turn of the new century, two related issues are just as important: access and the influx of undertrained climbers. Cliffs in the Midwest lie almost exclusively on state, county, or private lands. Each has its own set of access issues, and often we must deal with officials who lack the expertise to deal with climbing. In areas that allow climbing, future access is not necessarily ensured. This guide is an attempt to get the best available access information to you.




  I have written the text for the vast number of newer climbers out there who lack experienced companions to learn from. I’ve not been subtle about safety or access issues, and I apologize in advance if I seem to overstress these points. This is not an instructional book, but I hope that these climbers will learn a little as they use this guide. Indoor climbing is a very controlled, nearly risk-free activity that represents only a portion of the climbing experience. The climbs described here have more potential dangers—and far greater rewards.




  My previous selected climbs guide mostly covered areas whose guidebooks were out of print. I had hoped that some enterprising folks would take up the challenge to produce comprehensive guides to these areas, but as of this writing that has not happened. As a result I’ve generally tried to provide complete coverage for crags not currently blessed with a guidebook. Boulder problems are generally not included; they deserve to be covered by a passionate boulderer.




  You might ask, “What’s a guidebook photographer’s most important piece of equipment?” The answer (in the Midwest anyway) is a chain saw. Ansel Adams may disagree, but taking a decent photo of El Capitan is trivial compared to getting a clear shot of a black, north-facing crag rising out of a birch forest. I’ve tried to provide the best shots possible given the limitations of each site. Many pictures were by necessity taken with a 24mm wide-angle lens, which distorts the apparent angle of the rock (especially in horizontal shots). Most of the pictures were taken under cloudy conditions to eliminate tree shadows. You will also notice a complete lack of topos. This is because (1) the typical topo cannot provide the detail found in a decent photo, and (2) I can’t draw.




  The folks at FalconGuides deserve the credit for getting this project going and finishing it successfully. John Burbidge guided this book throughout and I appreciate all his hard work. To those who transformed the endless photos and crude maps into the images in this guide, thank you.




  The following climbers and land managers contributed in various ways to this guide. I have included those folks who helped mightily with this first edition, as their input is still alive in this guide. For their help, I would like to thank Tom Anderson, Keith Anderson, Stephen Anderson, Alex Andrews, Scott Backes, Jim Bjork, Ed Burrell, Len Crowley, Steve Frykman, Steve Gilmore, Jim Hunter, Todd Johnson, Eric Landmann, Michelle Lewis, Andrzej Malewicz, Dave McConnell, Dave McKay, Bob Myers, Dave Pagel, Kay Pitkin, Nate Postma, Stephen Regenold, Dave Reich, Peter Smerud, Tak Tang, Steve Vernstrom, Mona Vernstrom, John Wanner, and Rick White. This guide would also not be possible without the efforts of previous guidebook writers.




  Several folks deserve special mention. Phil Leversedge, Tettegouche State Park manager, provided the current Minnesota Climbing Management Plan and helped procure the pictures of Palisade Head. Jeff Engel and Paul Bjork deserve mention for their efforts to establish climbing access at Willow River; much of the information in this guide came from Jeff’s mini-guide to that area. Josh Helke helped considerably with both Red Wing and Willow River. Mike Dahlberg spent hours improving numerous sections of this guide. His input on the Taylors Falls chapter was invaluable. My climbing partners, Bruce McDonald and David Dahl, willingly thrashed through the brush in search of mossy old climbs for the last year or so; you guys get to pick where we climb for a while. My son David used his skills as a geologist to make more sense of the jumbled geologic history of this region than I ever could. Finally, my wife, Kathy, contributed in immeasurable ways to this guide and endured much as I struggled with this project.




  Mike Farris




  Northfield, Minnesota




  October 1999




  INTRODUCTION




  This guidebook contains three types of information: facts, opinions, and beliefs. Facts include the address of a parking lot, the height of a cliff, or the name of a park. Opinions include difficulty ratings and quality ratings. Beliefs include style and ethics questions: How much chalk is okay? Can I bolt this crack? Can I chip a hold? Can I rehearse it before I lead it?




  Your personal beliefs about climbing style and ethics will color your interpretation of the facts and opinions in this guidebook. It’s impossible to write a guide that everyone will interpret the same way. In addition, facts and opinions change over time. The parking lot for Elys Peak has moved since the previous edition of this guide, for example. Holds break, so ratings change. As you’re reading this, keep in mind that some information may already be incorrect.




  Any guide is merely a starting point; other climbers are your best source of current facts and opinions. While websites can often provide excruciating detail about a route, it’s important to treat that information with suspicion unless you know the source. Most of the people babbling in this river of information seldom stop to consider that their inaccurate or misleading information could injure or kill.




  I’ve tried to give you enough information to find each route and a general idea of what to expect when you climb it. I have tried to preserve the need for routefinding skills, good judgment, and commitment. I have tried to be honest; hence the shorter the description, the less I know about the route. The beginning of each chapter has information on the basis for local ratings and local ethics and style. Read it, please.




  ACCESS




  Climbers are now overwhelming many of our favorite crags. As we move through a new millennium, our greatest challenge may not be pushing the limits of technical difficulty, but instead retaining the right to climb in areas that have traditionally been used by a far smaller number of climbers. One of our major tasks as climbers is maintaining our freedom of personal expression while sustaining the health of the ecological systems that we use and enjoy.




  Climbing closures are taking place with alarming regularity, and some very good climbs that would have been in this book are now out of bounds or can’t be published. On both a national and regional level, many of these access problems are a result of the misplaced fears of landowners, but some closures have been caused by the inappropriate activities of climbers. It is the responsibility of every climber to preserve the climbing environment for future users.




  This simple rule serves as the ultimate touchstone for judging any activity related to climbing, and continues a tradition of respect for the land that has been held by climbers for centuries. Fortunately, indoor walls now provide an outlet for those individuals who must walk over nature instead of with it.




  It is imperative that climbers wishing to use new areas put in the hard work needed to secure legal permission to climb there. Willow River and Sandstone are areas that would not exist without the dedicated efforts of local climbers. It is also imperative that those visiting new areas practice a “leave no trace” philosophy—most importantly that means “leave no bolts” if access is unclear. There is little to be gained and much to be lost if landowners find that climbers are significantly altering the landscape without permission.




  Join The Access Fund and get involved. Join local access organizations, such as the Minnesota Climber’s Association (www.mnclimbers.org), and get involved. Pay park entry fees and get on the climbing advisory board for your local park. Make comments on management plans. Help clarify access on that one little crag in the park down the road. It’s up to you.




  Environmental Ethics




  




  Many climbing areas are being loved to death. Rock is relatively resistant to our assaults, but the biological environment is far more delicate. The Cross Area at Taylors Falls is closed due to erosion damage caused in part by climbers. While some aspects of climbing may damage the environment in obvious ways, other practices aren’t so clear. Bolting at Red Wing is an example. While the bolts permanently damage the rock (in this case, an old quarry), they also prevent excessive toproping. The loose loess that caps Barn Bluff would suffer tremendous damage via trampling if the same number of climbers toproped all these climbs—and many people would get hurt due to falling debris.




  The future of climbing in most areas in this guide depends on climbers, as a group, cooperating with those who own and administer the cliffs we need for our sport. The most important actions you can take are to:




  

    	Pay park entry fees and park in appropriate spots.




    	Register as a climber if requested.




    	Stay on developed trails, or on logically located unofficial paths. Don’t take shortcuts.




    	Walk on rocks or root tops, not soil, at the bases and tops of cliffs.




    	Minimize the use of chalk (of any color); avoid chalk if local ethics prohibit it.




    	Do not place pitons or bolts; do not chip or glue rock holds.




    	Avoid unnecessary “cleaning” (destroying vegetation, including lichens).




    	Pick up all your litter (including cigarette butts) and a little bit more.


  




  Trees




  




  Every time you anchor to a tree, you enter “The Death Zone.” Not your death zone, but the delicate region of soil containing the roots that keep the tree anchored and fed. Trees in cliff habitats often have very little soil in which to live, and erosion caused by trampling is likely to cause more tree deaths than the wear and tear generated by slings. Erosion is currently most severe at Taylors Falls, while Shovel Point and Palisade Head are the most likely cliffs to suffer a major loss of trees in the future.
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  Repeated trampling of the soil at the base of conifers will kill them. Breaking off the lower branches makes them more susceptible to wind damage. Here’s how to use a tree without injuring it.




  1) Tie a loop, leaving a tail that’s long enough to extend outside of the tree canopy.




  2) Staying to the outside of the canopy, run the anchor end around the tree. Ease the sling underneath the lower branches as needed.




  3) Thread the anchor end through the loop and pull it tight. Keep the tail accessible and use the correct end as an anchor!




  4) To remove, untie all knots in the anchor end. Pull the tail slowly to retrieve the loop. The tree bark will not be damaged.




  If you need to get close to the tree, stand on the large exposed roots. This will not harm the tree.




  SAFETY




  Midwestern crags seem relatively benign when compared to the alpine climbs a day’s drive to the west. There are a number of potential problems that may trap the unwary, however, and some of these are listed below. Experience is no protection against accidents (I’m a poster child for that statement), so keep your guard up regardless of your aptitude. While some people feel that there are climbs worth dying for, it’s certain that none of them are in the Midwest.




  Your attitude: Your own outlook will determine your safety in almost every situation. All climbers are ultimately responsible for themselves, and even the first-time climber needs to take personal responsibility for his or her own safety. Do not count on your partner, your friends, your spouse, your instructor, or bystanders to keep you healthy. If something seems wrong, stop, ask questions, and don’t proceed until you are completely satisfied. Once in a while you just might have a strong impulse to avoid a particular climb or take the day off. Listen to those little voices.




  Loose rock: The rock is intrinsically solid at all areas in this guide except for Red Wing, Willow River, Sandstone, and, to a lesser extent, Palisade Head. However, all cliffs are losing the constant battle against erosion, and both loose rock and falling rock may be experienced at any crag. This is especially true in the spring, when both big and little rocks have been loosened by freeze-thaw action. Any gully or low-angle area that you find on an otherwise steep cliff is usually a natural rockfall area; the Jammermeister gully at Taylors Falls, the Leaning Tower Gully at Devil’s Lake, and the Southern Escape Gully at Palisade Head are examples.




  Tourists: Non-climbers congregate at the tops of many cliffs and pose a hazard. Kids of all ages feel compelled to drop things (and occasionally themselves) over the edge, even if you are clearly visible below. They also are fascinated by climbing gear and may not understand that tampering with the anchoring system may lead to an involuntary manslaughter charge. Some also like to get drunk and break bottles on the climbs and approaches, though this seems to be less of a problem now than in previous years.




  Fixed protection: Bolts and fixed pitons are common to nonexistent, depending on the area. As John Long says, the term “fixed” means “stuck,” not “capable of holding a fall.” Pitons should always be considered unreliable. The trouble with bolts is that there is no way to test their integrity once they are placed. Even the most carefully placed bolt is only as strong as the rock in which it is found. Never hammer on a bolt to test it!




  Never trust your life to a single anchor point. Three Minnesota climbers died on El Capitan in 1977 in a widely publicized accident involving fixed protection failure. Two bolts were chained together, and the climbers apparently passed the rope over the top of the chain. One bolt failed, and if you can’t figure out what happened next, don’t be setting up any anchor systems on your own!




  Rappelling: Good climbers regard it as a necessary evil and not as a cheap thrill. There are just too many ways to get the chop while rappelling: anchor failure, rockfall, and accidental disconnection from the rope or anchors, to name a few.




  If you absolutely must rappel on these cliffs, avoid popular climbs and areas of loose rock. Consider providing a real belay for neophytes—don’t just hold the rope at the bottom. Resist the urge to bounce or jump, as this may overload the anchors or cut the rope on an edge. Leave the fancy techniques to the military; there is no call for a no-hands, head-first rappel in peacetime climbing (besides, everyone will assume that you’re a weenie). Never run the rope around trees, and never pull such a rope down from below, as you can kill the tree.
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  A large group of inexperienced climbers stand at the base of a loose gully while a climber ascends above.




  Leading: Learning to lead in the Midwest is great training for climbing slowly. Most climbs are fairly steep and continuous, and the aspiring leader usually ends up placing a lot of possibly marginal protection because of the chance of a groundfall. This practice, when transferred to longer climbs elsewhere, has led to many involuntary bivouacs (ask me, I know).




  Though many climbers put in lots of gear when leading, inadequate protection is a major contributor to longer-than-necessary leader falls. There are three reasons for this problem. First, many climbers (especially new leaders) are trying to lead right at the edge of their technical ability and expect to take a lot of leader falls (gym climber syndrome); more falling means a greater chance of injury. Second, spring-loaded camming devices are easy to place incorrectly, especially if you are in a tenuous position. Finally, many climbers use very short slings on every piece they place. These short slings can lever out even a great placement and lead to a longer fall than would have occurred if a full-length runner were used.




  As you learn to lead, remember to evaluate the protection factor along with the technical difficulty before you attempt a climb. By learning to lead on climbs that do not challenge your technical ability, you can develop your protection skills in a less-threatening situation. Have an experienced leader check your placements and evaluate your entire system after your lead. Another option is to do some toproped leading to learn how to place protection on harder climbs.




  Most of the routes in this guide have been led. Most routes can be seen from the ground, so you can evaluate the protection potential on your own. All leaders should watch out for well-worn, slippery rock at Taylors Falls, Devil’s Lake, and Blue Mounds, as well as loose rock (especially at Red Wing and Palisade Head).
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  The worn and rusted fixed gear that you trust to keep you alive (Red Wing)




  Topropes: Almost every route in this guide can be toproped. Your toprope setup may need to withstand dozens of minor falls, abrasion over sharp edges, numerous pendulums, and the prodding of curious tourists. Do a complete check of all portions of the system when you’re finished with the setup, and recheck the setup periodically throughout the day.




  Sharing topropes: Sharing topropes has been a common practice, but I’ve quit bumming rides unless I check out the setup first. I once saw a fellow fall at the bottom of a climb; as he weighted the rope, the anchor failed. Apparently the rope was anchored with a single sling around a large tree and the knot became untied. Don’t assume anything!




  TO INDOOR CLIMBERS




  Climbing indoors and climbing on real rock are completely different sports. Some of the equipment and techniques are the same, of course, but a successful transition to real rock will require you to learn (and unlearn) a lot. Here are some important points to keep in mind.




  Indoor climbing is a service that you purchase; part of that service is an expectation of safety. Indoor climbing is highly controlled, primarily by the insurance companies. Overhanging walls with big holds cause fewer injuries than 80-degree walls with tiny holds. Staff members check for dangerous activity. Anchors, bolts, carabiners, and ropes are inspected regularly. And so on.




  It’s important that you adjust your perception when you start climbing outside. You are not buying safety with your park admission fee. Your safety comes entirely from your actions.




  All new outdoor climbers should assume that:




  

    	The ratings are incorrect.




    	The rock is loose.




    	The bolts and pitons are untrustworthy.




    	Anchors placed by others are untrustworthy.


  




  Demonstrate to your own satisfaction that these assumptions are wrong before you start climbing or during the climb as appropriate.




  The best approach is to learn from experienced people or to take classes from qualified individuals. It’s important to note that there are many different ways to accomplish tasks when climbing. Don’t assume that the one way you know is the right way or the best way.




  Most indoor climbers have a problem with outdoor ratings. It’s impossible to set a realistic indoor climb with a rating below 5.9. Think twice about jumping on a 5.8 lead just because an indoor 5.8 is trivial; they are definitely not the same thing. And don’t critique the ratings until you have experience at several different climbing areas.




  When leading outdoors, the “climb until you fall” philosophy will land you in a world of hurt. There’s no insurance company out here to make sure that you will hit only air when you peel off.




  Indoor climbing requires remarkably little judgment compared to outdoor climbing. Indoor climbing is about power-to-weight ratios; outdoor climbing is about decision-making. Most climbers find outdoor climbing a much richer and more rewarding experience as a result.
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