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PREFACE

For decades now, many of which I’ve spent in law enforcement, I have relied upon the same proven equipment for my self-defense and emergency preparation needs. That equipment consists of Colt 1911 pistols, Remington 700 rifles, and Remington and Mossberg shotguns. After seeing many changes in law enforcement through the years, I realize that each new piece of equipment we were handed required more training. To operate a radar unit the officer must understand not only how to set the radar up, but also take a class heavy on Hertzogs and the like. We now have computers in every vehicle in most jurisdictions giving us critical access to important information, but they took training too.

With firearms, the new class of polymer-frame handguns were another addition that took acclimation. They are lightweight and reliable, which is beneficial considering all of the other gear officers now carry—but oh, were they different from other semi-autos and the revolvers before them.

Among all these changes, the pump-action shotgun has remained the same. These are simple firearms that require a minimum of training. Today there are more dangerous felons than ever, and many of them are well armed. The chances of facing gangs of criminals or even terrorists is higher than ever. Night battle is another consideration that must be accounted for—and not just for law enforcement, but also for the average citizen.

Crime comes in all shapes and sizes. Most of us think about the types that make headlines: armed robberies, car jackings, home invasions, rapes, and other physical assaults. But those aren’t the only emergencies that happen to people. Natural disasters such as wildfires, hurricanes, tornados, ice storms, and earthquakes can leave communities without running water and power for weeks on end. Increasingly on the minds of some is how to be prepared for an even bigger emergency, such as a foreign attack that takes the country off-grid and into hysteria. It is with a nod toward all of these that this book is written, for to be fully prepared to face the worst, no tool in your bag of preparations can perform so many tasks as the shotgun.

The emergency shotgun is a rack-grade firearm that comes up shooting no matter what. It can stop an attacker bent on taking your life or that of your loved ones, stop someone from taking over a shelter needed to survive, and put food on the table when protein is scarce. It can protect your less-perishable food stores from vermin and theft, and it can launch special munitions that signal for help or temporarily incapacitate an attacker. No matter who’s behind its trigger or what’s in its chamber, a shotgun’s barrel is one into which no adversary wants to stare.

You have picked up this book because you have thought about how to prepare for the worst—good for you! I encourage you to digest all this book offers and others on the subject. Seek out training from professionals who specialize in survival tactics. Always, continuously be aware of your surroundings and think about what might happen in the realm of things not good, think about where you are, where you might be, and how you’ll respond. If that response involves a shotgun, then you’ll be better prepared for having read this book. Good luck, good shooting—and may you never have need to use what you learn here.

—Robert K. Campbell


INTRODUCTION

When I first began shooting shotguns, I pursued small game. I’d had considerable time behind a .22 rifle, graduating from my first single-shot to a self-loader. Moving to a harder-kicking shotgun (harder-kicking compared to the .22 rifle), in the beginning, under the careful supervision of my grandfather, I fired a few shots from a .410-bore; I was awed by the power of this inoffensive shell.

That single-shot, bolt-action Mossberg served well. Once I had the okay to take it into the field, I was impressed with the shotgun’s ability to put game on the table (after all, prior to my time with that .410, I had been helpless against running game, and I’d hunted only squirrel and the occasional bedded rabbit with the .22 rifle).

The shotgun added new dimensions to the hunt. With the Mossberg bolt-action .410 over my shoulder, I headed into the forest and began regularly taking small game. Running game fell, and bedded rabbits were not torn up badly when taken with a headshot. My grandmother patiently prepared this game for the table. The meat was very good and healthier than the table fare to which most of us have become accustomed. Advancing to flying game such as dove and quail, however, I was limited by the performance of the .410-bore shotgun, and so I restricted my shooting to the ranges at which I felt I could connect. I never patterned the gun on paper, because no one told me to.

When my grandfather knew I was ready, I graduated to a Mossberg 500 12-gauge shotgun and larger game. The pump-action wore a 28-inch barrel with a Modified choke. I began to appreciate quiet walks in the dark to the hunting field, the dew on the ground, and the sun coming up over the fields in the morning. I became successful as a wingshot. The Mossberg 500 took quite a number of doves and quail and became my favorite shotgun, one I used for years—I cannot imagine being happier with a firearm! Although I am much better schooled today, the knowledge I had at the time regarding how to use that shotgun and my understanding of its performance in the field made me a happy young man.

After graduating from high school and attending college, I began to realize how precious time was. I missed the simple part-time jobs I had once worked, as I took on full-time work during college. Studies took most of my time night and day, and the remainder was filled with a job that had real responsibility. My time in the field became almost nonexistent. I still had only one shotgun, that Mossberg 500, but I could not imagine needing another.

On entering police work, I was exposed to the riot shotgun. These were Remington 870 shotguns with 18-inch barrels and Cylinder chokes. Training was slim to none with this shotgun; teaching young cops to use these firearms just wasn’t high on the list of priorities, and what practice did exist was at the academy and limited, if memory serves, to five shells fired at a seven-yard target. But since we had all grown up as hunters, the pump-action itself was as familiar as the backs of our own hands. That was a good thing, because even without training, we were expected to be able to use the shotgun well since even though these firearms were considered to be a last resort, they were also ultimate “problem solver.”

On my own, I took one of the agency shotguns out a few times for practice and was quite impressed. Twelve-gauge buckshot generated what seemed four times the recoil of the Winchester No.7½ field loads I had used in bird hunting. Too, the pattern on the Remington was much wider than what I had been used to from my 28-inch Mossberg sporting shotgun, but it was more than adequate at short range.

In our squad cars, the Remington 870 was kept at the ready, armed with a few Remington Power Piston buckshot shells. On a number of occasions, I saw the damage this combination was capable of inflicting—it is always a firearm to be respected.

As time went on and I saw more of this shotgun in action, I realized its versatility. Power, reliability, and speed to an accurate first-shot hit are all virtues. Yet the riot or tactical shotgun is often underutilized. I think this is because of a lack of training with this specific type of shotgun. Even with training, there is often a lack of understanding regarding recoil, and recoil is the single greatest impediment to properly learning to use any shotgun. Still, the shotgun stands alone when it comes to personal defense and responding to crises momentary to long-standing, small to catastrophic. It will protect your home, the farm, and hard points of refuge. It can save the life of you and your loved ones, either in defense or because it secured some life-saving protein. It is my hope that this book provides you a way to acclimate to the ways and wiles of the short-barreled defensive shotgun so that it becomes a trusted part of your emergency preparations—because, when you come right down to it, the shotgun is the one tool, perhaps more than any other, that is essential to being prepared for the worst.


CHAPTER 1

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE SHOTGUN

The history of shotguns coincides with men beginning to use firearms, but the differences between the rifles and shotguns of those long-ago years were blurred; both solid shot and multiple balls used in many of both early firearms. Typically, a solid single shot ball was used for longer range work, while multiple balls were used at shorter ranges. For example, artillery pieces used cannon balls for breaching doors and walls. Canister or multiple ball shot, on the other hand, was used against opposing troops at shorter ranges.
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Since the invention of firearms, the question has been: A single large shot or multiple small shot?

The first firearms had much in common with the today’s specialized scattergun. They were handguns and muskets, though some, at least by modern definition, were what we’d call shotguns. The common military musket, for instance, did not have a rifled bore. This was to enable easier loading of balls, as the bore tended to become quickly fouled with spent powder. Some type of patch, usually made of linen, paper, or even hog grease, was wrapped around the ball to smooth its loading.

Often, a soldier on guard duty or involved in controlling crowds would have his musket loaded with more than one ball. Indeed, there might be up to three balls, which in total were lighter than the common musket ball, and the powder charge might even be lighter. There is evidence that American patriots killed in the Boston Massacre were done in by muskets loaded with multiple shot.
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The shotgun slug, left, offers a formidable striking area.

FIRST CAME THE BLUNDERBUSS

Over time, firearms were developed to suit specific purposes. The need for long-range accuracy was one such purpose, and, eventually, barrel rifling created the first rifles. The shotgun, meanwhile, maintained its smooth bore for use with shot loads.

Among the most important predecessors to the modern shotgun was the blunderbuss. Typically shorter than a rifle, it was designed to use a load of shot and be handled quickly. It was closer to the modern fighting shotgun in many ways than were the fowling pieces developed later.

The blunderbuss featured a flared muzzle that permitted rapid loading of the powder and shot charge. Some were flared only slightly, while others were flared aggressively with a trumpet-like muzzle opening. With such a design, the blunderbuss was a deadly firearm in tight quarters and was often used for area and perimeter defense. It was also used to guard prisoners; it was a fixture in the Tower of London, for example. A guard armed with a blunderbuss might exhibit control over a half-dozen prisoners simply because of the threat of the awesome effect of the firearm’s charge.

The blunderbuss was also used by the military as a cavalry weapon. Early horse pistols were effective just past saber range, and they were simply pointed (rather than aimed) by the mounted troops using them. Their single heavy ball could drop a war horse in its tracks when delivered in the kill zone.

Shot charges, on the other hand, were used against mounted soldiers, and the blunderbuss was much more effective here. At short range, its effect on the enemy was unquestioned; the shot quickly spread and was of little use past conversational range. A short version of the blunderbuss was originally called a “dragon.” It was, basically, a pistol-sized blunderbuss, featuring a thick stock and barrel. This early firearm eventually became known as the “dragoon” and lent its name to an entire class of soldier. The dragoons were the heavy-shock troops of their day.

FOWLING PIECES

The early shotguns closely followed the pattern of rifles and pistols in development. The ignition system, for instance, progressed to flintlock and then caplock. The overall configurations of rifles and shotguns were also similar, though the shotgun typically had a heavier stock and the belled barrel of the blunderbuss.

In America, per my research, the blunderbuss was not as popular as the musket. The longer ranges typically encountered in the New World did not lend themselves well to using the short-range blunderbuss. The first true shotguns, however, were ideal for hunting and personal defense in the American wild. These sporting shotguns were known as “fowling pieces.” They had little in common with the blunderbuss or dragoon.

The first fowling pieces featured a long barrel and used the flintlock firing system of the common musket. Very few double-barrel shotguns were designed and used in America, their primary drawback being their expensive production costs and retail prices, the latter of which was usually beyond a working man’s salary.

As hunting skills progressed beyond the capabilities of the firearms available, it was the need for a better hunting shotgun that led to some of the most important developments in firearms history. The flintlock rifle often proved accurate, but was limited by the slow ignition time of the flintlock shotgun. In answer to this problem, noted inventor Alexander Forsythe developed the percussion lock. Instead of using a flint to strike a spark that ignited a small amount of powder in the gun’s “frizzen” or “pan,” which then ignited the primary charge and fired the shotgun, the Forsythe lock used a percussion cap that set upon a brass nipple. When struck, the cap transferred fire directly to the full powder charge.

The percussion cap changed the firearms world, leading to the development of successful breechloading firearms, repeating firearms, and practical single- and double-barrel shotguns. While fowling piece examples date back to the time of King Henry VIII, practical shotguns owned by working men didn’t become common until the late 1700s. The Forsythe lock and the breechloading firearms of the 1830s, then, were important to the development of all firearms, but particularly the shotgun.

BRASS, PAPER, AND PLASTIC

While self-contained cartridges of linen, powder, and balls were developed for rifles and handguns, the single most important advance in shotguns was yet to come: The shotgun shell.
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A brass shotgun shell.

With the advent of breechloading firearms, this was now possible.

There was much experimentation before the shotshell form recognizable to a shotgun user today was finally realized in the 1870s. Those first shells were primarily made of brass and differed from a rifle cartridge in that the rifle cartridge featured a bullet crimped into its case but protruding, while the shotshell contained the shot charge completely within its body, the nose of the shell having some type of cover to contain the shot. Usually, this was some type of paper wadding or board material. Used in single-shot and double-barrel breechloading shotguns, these shells weren’t subjected to travel through a magazine or the pounding of multiple firings, such as with today’s auto-loaders and pumps. The construction of these early shells, therefore, did not have to be as sturdy as our shells today are.
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The brass shotgun shell featured one of the first central primers. The powder charge was contained in the lower part of the shell. To keep the powder charge and shot payload separate, a divider called a “wad” was developed. Many types of wads were used, including paperboard, or what we would call cardboard today. Other materials included cork, felt, and leather, although the paper wad was the most common. On top of the wad was the shot load, with small shot used for fowl, larger shot for bigger game, and large balls known as “buckshot” for warfare or deer hunting.

Following those first brass-hulled shotshells, paper shells of a tightly wrapped, cardboard-like material were invented, also in the 1870s, and these remained in regular use for almost a hundred years, to the 1960s.

Along with advances in hull material, there were also advances in primers, with some of the first modern primers containing both the priming compound and an “anvil.” When struck by the firing pin, the explosive material in the cup is crushed against the anvil, producing ignition of the powder charge. Today, a few makers offer paper shells in their sporting or vintage lines, but these are a much more highly developed form of those originals. They are a charming diversion to use in a classic shotgun. Polywad offers the 2½-inch 12-gauge shell that must be used in vintage shotguns, and Federal Premium still produces its famed Gold Medal Paper Target Load shotshells, a favorite among the trap and skeet crowds.
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The author dissected this old paper hulled slug load. It wasn’t particularly rigid.

Other advances made in the shotshell included modifications to the wadding or wad, which resulted in better shot pattern consistency. Felt, cork, and cardboard wads were used. Paper shells started to give way to plastic shells by the late 1960s; the tendency of paper shells to swell from moisture, as well as feeding problems in self-loaders, eventually led to their general demise. Although classic paper shells are still available, the majority of shells today are made of plastic, with brass heads and plastic wads. In loading a primed, empty shotshell hull, first comes the powder charge. On top of that is seated the “wad.” A modern one-piece wad generally consists of three components:


1. The bottom of the wad, the part sitting on top of the powder charge, is the “powder wad.” This acts as a gas seal for the ignited powder charge.

2. Above the powder wad is the “cushion,” sometimes referred to as the “piston.” It compresses when the shell ignites, helping to minimize shot deformation during ignition.

3. On top of the cushion is the shot “cup.” This contains the shot charge and holds it together until the shot exits the barrel, preventing the shot from contacting the sides of the barrel as it transitions through it. The shot cup is designed with “fingers” or “petals,” vertical splits in the shot cup that allow the wad to open as the shot charge exits the barrel. This enhances pattern consistency. Today, there is a great deal of specialization in shot cup development. Some loads have been developed to give tight groups. Others, such as the Spred-R by Polywad, quickly and uniformly spread a shot payload at close range.
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Gamebore still produces quality waxed paper shells.
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This is the now universal roll-and-fold crimp used with shotgun shells.
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Modern economy buckshot loads utilizing a wad with a fingerless shot cup don’t throw a great pattern, but they offer affordable practice.
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Every gauge is available in different lengths and power levels. This is the .410-bore.

MORE THAN ONE SHOT

As shotshells were developed to provide greater versatility and power, the shotguns that fired those shells also saw a great deal of development. The invention of brass shotshells, for instance, gave way to the production of repeating shotguns. Few of the early repeaters were successful, but they were quite interesting. The Roper shotgun was one. It featured an enclosed magazine and fired from an open bolt!

Oddities aside, most authorities agree the first successful repeating shotgun was the Winchester 1887. This robust shotgun was a lever-action with a tubular magazine under the barrel. Adapting this rifle-like magazine to the shotgun was a great step forward in their development; the lever-action shotgun gave frontier lawmen an immediate advantage, with more than two shots at their disposal. Another shotgun type was coming, however, one that changed the shotgun world and is still the top choice among many shotgunners today: The Winchester 1893 pump-action.
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The Winchester 97 made a mark on shotgun history.

The pump-action is one in which the fore-end is moved along rails to the rear, which unlocks the bolt and ejects a spent shell. Moving the fore-end back to its front-most position moves a fresh shell from the tubular magazine under the barrel up into the chamber, while closing the bolt and making the gun instantly ready to fire again. With its multiple-shot magazine, the Model 1893 had plenty of reliable firepower. It set the standard for shotguns today. The perfected Model 1897, the follow-up to the 1893, is also still in use in the game fields. During the hard-fought actions in the Philippines, it was the Model 97 that outshone both the .38 revolver and, to a large extent, the .30-40 Krag rifle. Twelve-gauge buckshot was the only reliable stopper available against the Moro people of the Moro Rebellion. The Winchester 1897 was also used to great effect in the brutal trench warfare of World War I. the shotgun has been used for close-range defense of positions, for assaults, and for cavalry action for practically the entire history of US Armed Forces.
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Winchester’s military 00 Buckshot load is the standard by which all others have been judged for more than 100 years, ever since its use in the Moro Rebellion in the Philippines.

BATTLE READY

Shotguns for use in trench warfare were highly developed. The Winchester 1897, for instance, was fitted with a bayonet lug and heat shield. This iteration is referred to as a “trench gun.” This short-barreled shotgun, with a barrel length of 18 to 20 inches, later became known as the “riot gun.” It was used in World War II by the United States on all fronts, and by partisans and guerilla forces in Europe not only during WWII, but in the Spanish Civil War before it.

The shotgun did have its limits in battle, as its effective range is short, but for taking on groups of soldiers in bunkers and in dense woods and jungles, the shotgun was ideal. In hand-to-hand street fighting, it proved unequaled. One of the military consultants for this book noted that the Claymore mine that has been praised for its effectiveness is basically a remote shotgun with a similar effect (not to underrate the Claymore’s six-foot-high and 50-meter-wide dispersion, of course).

In the years since WWII, shotguns have been used in practically every conflict. Usually, they are pump-action shotguns such as the Winchester 1897 and 1912, Remington 870, and Mossberg 500 and 590. However, it has been reported that the British used the Browning A5 semi-automatic shotgun to great effect in the Malaya conflict against communist insurgents. Various Browning A5 models, along with Remington’s clone of the A5, the Model 11, were also used for guard duty during WWII.
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The Winchester 1887 was a sensation in its day. This is a modern replica from Taylors & Company Firearms (www.taylorsfirearms.com).

The Winchester 1897 saw its greatest baptism during the US campaign in the Philippines, from 1899 to 1902. The opposing Moros were tough and resolute warriors. They sometimes bound themselves with leather to prevent blood loss in the event of a deadly wound. The Colt .38-caliber revolver was a complete failure in action against these men.

It is less well-known that the .30-40 Krag in its original loading was also less than effective against the Moro. I think the failure of this cartridge in the Moro rebellion contributed to the replacement of the Krag rifle and the development of an improved loading; the Springfield .45-70 carbine, for instance, was often used at guard posts, as the huge lead bullet would be effective against a single adversary. But a weapon that was truly treasured for short-range fighting during the rebellion was the Winchester 1897 loaded with 00 Buckshot.

The pump-action shotgun was also used in forays against Mexican bandits, gaining a sterling reputation before WWI. There was considerable technological development during WWI, with both light and heavy machine guns and flame throwers developed for use in trench warfare. The Americans brought their Winchester Model 97s to the war. Issued primarily to scouts and forward units, in addition to guard posts, this shotgun was an excellent performer in close-quarters fighting. One account tells of a soldier shooting German grenades that had been hurled over the trenches out of harm’s way. In fact, the shotgun was so effective that the Germans filed a diplomatic protest against this “barbaric weapon” (never mind their use of mustard gas).

The shotgun was kept in the Army arsenal and used again during World War II. Period photos show the shotgun typically used by the point man in Marine and Army teams, particularly in Pacific jungles. The shotgun was used continually and was particularly effective in Vietnam in close-range jungle combat. Although use of the Winchester 97s continued through Vietnam, other pump-action shotguns such as the Winchester Model 12, Savage pumps, and the Remington 870 were used as well.

To this day, the pump-action shotgun is still an important part of the military service arsenal, used for door breaching, close-quarters combat, and for guarding prisoners. Door-breaching shotguns use a special stand-off muzzle attachment. The barrel is placed against the latch of the door, and a special heavy-metal charge is fired against the door. The shock breaks the lock or hinge and the door may be opened.

Shotguns continue to be used in combat. A correspondent tells me that, on some missions, as many as one in ten soldiers will be armed with a shotgun, usually a Mossberg 500 or Remington 870. US military studies have shown that the shotgun has the highest probability of successfully making a fast hit on a human target of any shoulder-fired weapon.

Limited magazine capacity and penetration are factors that force the shotgun into specialized, short-range operations. In the high mountains of Afghanistan, for example, the shotgun is practically worthless. However, when the time comes to clear caves, it is a critical weapon and the shotgun is used everywhere for guarding prisoners. Harking back to the reputation of the blunderbuss, no one, nor a large group, wishes to rush even one guard armed with a shotgun.

Note: An interesting development in combat-ready shotguns is found in the adoption of the Benelli M4 Super 90 shotgun by the US Marine Corps. Some are also in the US Navy S.E.A.L. inventory. These are possibly the most reliable semi-auto shotguns ever built.
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Modern shotgun loads include special riot-control loads called “flexible batons.”

THE SPORTING SIDE

For civilians, most shotguns in use prior to 1900 were either single- or double-barrels. The double-barrel shotgun can have either two triggers, one for each barrel, or with a single trigger that will operate a second firing mechanism for the second barrel after the first barrel has been fired. The side-by-side barrel configuration is the most common in Europe, while the over/under style reigns in the US The most common double-barrel design is the type that hinges on the receiver, with the barrels levering down for loading. Side-by-sides have also been produced with sliding barrels that move forward for loading, and various latches that allow the barrels to move to one side or the other.
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Stevens pump shotguns were reliable and affordable, and many still serve. This is the archetypical sporting shotgun.

In double-barrels, the barrels are not exactly parallel to each other, rather they are “regulated” so that the shot load of each barrel will converge at a certain point with the load from the other, most often at 30 to 40 yards. As an example, my old Stevens 311 shotgun lands Lightfield slugs in the same hole from either barrel at 20 yards.

With double barrels having fixed chokes (i.e., they do not have modern screw-in chokes), especially side-by-sides, one barrel is usually choked tighter than the other. An open Cylinder barrel may be used for flushed birds, as an example, while the other, more tightly choked barrel at Modified would take the longer shot at a bird that got away after the first flush. Short-barreled coach guns intended for personal defense are usually supplied with fixed open chokes in both barrels.
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This load attempted to duplicate the legendary “roll of dimes” load with flat metal discs.
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