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The dry fly, the wet fly, and the nymph all enjoyed cherished places in an angler’s bag of tricks; but all except the most opinionated will agree that streamer flies and bucktails, when properly selected and employed, hook more and bigger fish more often and in more places than any other type of fly rod lure.

—Joseph D. Bates Jr., Streamer Fly Tying and Fishing



Bates had it right when he made the above statement; it is true that streamers, and hair-wing versions called bucktails, are versatile patterns that can be fished anywhere. It makes little difference whether the angler is targeting landlocked salmon on a pristine Rangeley-region Maine lake, largemouth bass swimming among the lily pads in a tepid southern farm pond, cutthroat trout inhabiting swift western rivers, or hypercritical brown trout populating a stream in the Catskill region of New York. Some streamer and bucktail patterns were developed to imitate specific baitfish species. Others were tied as attractor patterns, not designed to imitate any specific prey.

Patterns developed by the late Lew Oatman were largely designed for his home water, the Battenkill River in eastern New York State. Keith Fulsher christened his classic imitative Thunder Creek series on his home streams in north-central Wisconsin. And there were the classic streamers crafted by Carrie Stevens at Upper Dam in Maine; her Gray Ghost epitomizes the imitative concept in streamer design. Yet plenty of garish, colorful attractor streamers were created over the years that also proved effective as fish-getters.

There’s the striking All Orange and Allie’s Favorite streamers tied with reds and oranges—both Carrie Stevens creations. Some of the classic Cains River patterns are about as bright and colorful as they come; their saddle hackles wave in the currents when fished, and their colors invite savage strikes. Yet saddle hackle featherwing patterns are no matches for the classic marabou-wing streamers when it comes to pulsating action in water.

There is, indeed, great variation in the myriad streamer and bucktail patterns developed over the past century. Yet feather and hair, bright tinsel, and colorful floss need to be anchored to a fishing hook to make the lure complete.

A number of hook models are available to satisfy the needs of any streamer and buck-tail fly tier, including specialty hooks such as the Gaelic Supreme Mike Martinek Carrie Stevens model, a fine hook that fills the void of the vintage Allcock 1810 used by Stevens. The old standby models were the now-classic Mustad 3665A Limerick bend hook and the shorter-shank, round bend Mustad 79580. While dozens of other streamer hook styles are available to the contemporary streamer fly tier aficionado, the patterns shown here were tied primarily on the Mustad 3665A and 79580. They’ve served me well at my tying vise for over a half century. However, you’ll also see the great Martinek hook here, too, used primarily for Carrie Stevens patterns.

A variety of streamers and bucktail patterns are featured in this work. Some are very common, some not so common. We all know the old standbys—such as the Gray Ghost, Green Ghost, and Black Ghost—and those classics appear in these pages. However, some featured are my own concoctions, developed while fishing for trout, landlocked salmon, and bass during my teenage years.

Many of the patterns shown here still occupy honored places in my fly boxes and tucked in my fly book felts. Some bring fond memories of times fishing with buddies, while others bring remembrances of battles with the big ones that got away. This is my Classic Streamer Fly Box.








CLASSIC STREAMERS




ALL ORANGE
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You can’t beat a streamer for the acrobatic landlock salmon, unless you resort to bait or spoons. Even then, there’ll be many times when you’d do better with a streamer.

—Wynn Davis, “The Mighty Streamer,” Outdoor Life



There is probably not a region in the world that has embraced streamer flies for fishing landlocked salmon more than the Rangeley Lakes region in Maine. Carrie Stevens crafted her patterns at Upper Dam; the All Orange streamer was among the many she tied. Wynn Davis also recognized the worth of streamers for most any type of water. He wrote compellingly in his story that streamers can take many fish species—pike, pickerel, muskie, walleye, panfish, trout, and of course landlocked salmon.1









ALLIE’S FAVORITE
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The landlocked salmon is found in a number of lakes in Maine, but where it occurs in streams and flowages it is of greatest interest to the fly fisherman. They will take a streamer, bucktail or wet fly when conditions are right.

—William J. Schaldach, Currents and Eddies



Schaldach, a talented artist and writer from an era that is long past, loved Maine and its chains of lakes and rivers, but chances are he didn’t carry Allie’s Favorite in his fly box. Carrie Stevens did not tie the pattern for the general public. It was tied and named for Alfred French, a frequent visitor to Upper Dam. French was manager of the American Thread Company in Willimantic, Connecticut.2









AMERICAN SMELT
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Sam Slaymaker, of Gap, Pennsylvania, is already celebrated for his Little Trout seriesof imitative streamers designed to represent juvenile brook, brown, and rainbow trout— which, unfortunately, are sometimes pursued greedily by adult salmonids as well as other game fish.

—A. J. McClane, “Match the Minnow Streamer Fly Series,” Field & Stream



Slaymaker is indeed primarily associated with his Little Trout series, but he also tied streamers to imitate other minnows and baitfish. The American smelt is well represented by many patterns such as the famous Gray Ghost originated by Carrie Stevens and the Nine-Three first crafted by Hubert Sanborn. However, Maine smelt fly tiers were not the only individuals that paid close attention to tying a good smelt pattern. Slaymaker was a Pennsylvania fly tier, yet McClane recognized his American Smelt as a pattern worthy of his article.3









ART NEU
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Among the bucktails I have tied is one which I have named the Art Neu because that old maestro had wonderful success with it on black bass in the Delaware River. Bill Willich took that same bucktail out on the Home Pool of the Beaverkill Trout Club one dark evening and, if memory serves me right, took on it six trout from fourteen to eighteen inches in length in comparatively short time.

—Reuben R. Cross, The Complete Fly Tier



The Art Neu was one of a half-dozen bucktails and streamers Catskill fly tier Rube Cross presented in his Complete Fly Tier. The bucktails that he described were the Beaverkill, Catskill, Jack Schwinn, Ken Lockwood, Ray Arden, and a black-feathered streamer that he tied for Jack Cauchois.4
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