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  When a writer writes a book, they really don’t do it alone, even if their name is the only one on the cover. For me, I couldn’t have written my book without my family, who understands why I work long hours to accomplish what I love to do. So, to my children—Nicole Brinkley, Travis Brinkley, and Samantha Brinkley (Sami bugged me all the time to put something about iZombie in this book, so there you go!)—you are my love, my heart, and my motivation. Thank you for, once again, being by my side throughout this long process. I love you. To my honey, Ej Garr, thank you for making me laugh, showing me how to destress, and, most importantly, loving me. To my mom, Patricia Quaglieri, thank you for helping out again—cooking my fave foods on nights I was working on deadline and always pushing me to do better. You all mean everything to me. Last, but not least, thank you to my editor at Rowman & Littlefield, Rick Rinehart, who has been there for me every step of the way. You are amazing—thank you.




  To my readers, I’ve written 17 books and almost all of them were with a coauthor. This particular book was my own idea and my labor of love. It combines my passions—film, television, and travel—and I’m extremely proud of what’s here. I hope you enjoy it too.




  —Lisa Iannucci




  THE FILM & TV LOVER’S TRAVEL GUIDE




  FILM AND TELEVISION, for the most part, are meant to be an escape. Movies are written by storytellers who want to share an adventure with you. Writers on television shows often build worlds and storylines that draw you in day after day or week after week. As fans of the movies and television, we want to become even closer to our favorites. We want to see where they were filmed and visit the hometowns of our favorite actors and actresses. We also want to spend our hard-earned money on collecting memorabilia.




  In addition, just like there are sports and music fans who follow around their favorite sports teams and bands, there are also film and TV buffs who obsessively travel every year to share in the love of their favorite shows and movies. Just think about how many people have visited Philadelphia to run up the same steps that Rocky Balboa did in Rocky.




  In Jamestown, New York, the home of the legendary comedian Lucille Ball, The Lucy Comedy Fest attracts thousands of fans every year who tour the home and town where Lucy was born just to feel closer to the redhead. They also enter look-alike contests, enjoy comedy shows, and even stomp a grape or two all in the name of being an I Love Lucy fan.




  Throughout the United States, there are museums devoted to the careers of some of our favorite legendary actors, such as Andy Griffith, John Wayne, and Ava Gardner, as well as re-creations of movie scenes such as The Land of Oz. There are also conventions where you can meet others who love films and television as much as you do.




  We have become so emotionally connected to our favorite characters that we hope that we too could become one of them. We have come to love our movies and television shows so much that cosplay, where we dress up like them, has become a fast-growing industry. It has even spawned its own conventions and television shows, such as Syfy’s Cosplay Melee.




  I remember, as a little girl, wanting to stand where Gene Kelly stood when he danced the famous umbrella scene in Singin’ in the Rain. When Disney World in Orlando created a ride that took us behind the scenes of many famous movies, I couldn’t wait to get there. I’d do anything to get closer. I was also a huge fan of Lucille Ball and Abbott & Costello. I wanted to know more about their lives. I read books on them and watched television documentaries, but I always wanted to go to Jamestown (Lucy’s hometown) and see Cianci Street in Lou Costello’s hometown of Paterson, New Jersey. (I’ve done both now.)




  Kelly Thompson loves movies so much that when she travels she does what she can to see where her favorite films were made. For example, when she visited Sonoma County, California, she made sure to visit The Schoolhouse on Bodega Lane, the site for Alfred Hitchcock’s famous horror movie, The Birds. She also visited the California settings for scenes in Hitchcock’s North by Northwest, as well as the New York City apartment building seen in Ghostbusters.




  “I’m fascinated with how filmmakers tell a story and seeing the places they used in real life,” she told me. “I always pay attention when I’m watching and want to see how the place translated to film.”




  Author Sandra Hume has traveled throughout the United States, visiting locations related to her favorite books and television show, Little House on the Prairie.




  Lindsey Rickert loved movies, specifically drive-in theaters, so much that she spent two months in her car and drove more than 12,000 miles around the United States looking for these disappearing American landmarks. Her book, Drive-In America, documents her travels, the changes in the industry and the future of drive-in movie theaters. I think film fans will love this nostalgic look back. For more information visit lindseyrickert.com.




  In New York City, you can find Seinfeld Tours by the “real” Kenny Kramer or take a tour of The Sopranos locations. For the more retro viewer, there are 3-hour Gilligan’s Island tours in Hawaii and a campground in Arizona, just outside of the Grand Canyon that honors The Flintstones (don’t forget to slide down the back of the life-size dinosaur when the quitting time bell rings!).




  What’s your favorite television show? Your favorite movie? Where do you want to go? In this book, all you have to do is flip to that state and see what you can tour and enjoy. Check out the table of contents and see what’s available to you. Keep in mind that one movie, say The Wizard of Oz, has tourist spots all over the country, so do I see a road trip in your future to check them all out? Other movies have multiple spots you can visit as well.




  Keep in mind that this book is only focused on what you can see and do in the United States. Trust me, there’s an entire world of possibilities out there where you can enjoy tours related to Game of Thrones, Lord of the Rings, and Harry Potter. For now, we’re focusing on the United States, but hope to expand. In the meantime, this is an amazing start.




  Would you like to vacation with stars from your favorite television shows or movies? Today, you can. Specialized pop culture cruises are becoming more popular every year. There have been cruises with Knight Rider’s David Hasselhoff, HGTV’s The Property Brothers, Jonathan and Drew Scott, and with the cast from AMC’s The Walking Dead. There is also a Beauty and the Beast-themed cruise that travels along Europe’s Rhine River and visits villages and cultural sites that inspired the Beauty and the Beast films. Coming up in 2018, there are cruises with Jeopardy and Star Trek. Want to know if your favorite television show or movie has a cruise? Just search the name of your favorite show and cruise online.




  Once you look at this book, you will probably say, “Why didn’t she include this or that?”




  An entire book can be written just on locations in every state where both movies and television shows have filmed scenes. I didn’t want to just write about a street corner where a movie was filmed. But if that street corner had a statue, a museum, or some other way that the movie was honored, I tried to include it. I’m sure I missed some. I focused on places were there was something to see or do. I did make some exceptions, however. For example, Wyoming’s Devil’s Tower in Close Encounters of the Third Kind is iconic. It’s worth a trip there anyway, but knowing the significance in this movie of that structure, I had to include it. But I wasn’t going to include every street or park or other destination where a movie filmed. Like I said, I’d be here forever. On that note, I’m sure I missed a few places and I’d like you to let me know so that when it comes time to update the book, I have more information to include. Feel free to email me at lisawriter@msn.com.




  As for me, I had so much fun putting this book together. I learned about museums and statues that I didn’t know existed. I was also disappointed when I didn’t find something that honored some of favorite actors, films, and television shows. For example, there was nothing on Gene Kelly except temporary exhibits. I hope one day that will change.




  Enjoy and let me know where you go!




  —Lisa Iannucci
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  ARIZONA




  Known for its desert climate, deep canyons and hot weather, Arizona is a trip to the Old West, and when film and television directors need to step back in time, this is the place that they do it.




  Many westerns have been filmed in Arizona throughout the years, including The Lone Ranger TV show (1949–1957), Stagecoach (1939), Arizona (1940), The Outlaw (1943), 3:10 to Yuma (2007), The Outlaw Josey Wales (1976), and Fort Apache (1948), just to name a few. Scenes in many other films and television shows have also been shot in the Grand Canyon State, including Star Wars (1977) and Return of the Jedi (1983), A Star Is Born (1954), Raising Arizona (1987), Bill & Ted’s Excellent Adventure (1989), Waiting to Exhale (1995), Casablanca (1942), and Thelma & Louise (1991).




  Just in the Old Tucson area alone, more than 400 film and television projects have been made since 1939, including Geronimo (1993), Buffalo Soldiers (1997), and Billy the Kid (1989), as well as the Three Amigos (1986), which starred Chevy Chase, Steve Martin, and Martin Short.




  There are plenty of things in Arizona for the film and television buff to see and experience, especially for those of you who yearn for the golden days of westerns and, well, cavemen.




  
★LISA’S PICK★


  FLINTSTONES BEDROCK CITY




  When I first saw the sign for the Flintstones Bedrock City Campground, located on the Grand Canyon Highway in Williams, Arizona, I immediately made the turn into the parking lot, jumped out of the car, almost threw my money at the cashier, and ran onto the campground. After all, The Flintstones was my favorite cartoon as a child. The original episodes ran from 1960 to 1966, but I saw them in reruns for years and loved them. I adored Fred, Wilma, Betty, Barney, Dino, and of course the kids, Pebbles and Bamm-Bamm, so it was only natural for me to see what it felt like to be a part of Bedrock. To this day, I can still sing the “Way Out” song.




  Flintstones Bedrock City Campground is adorable for kids of all ages and absolutely worth a stop, especially if you were a fan of the show or your kids have caught The Flintstones fever on cable. A note of caution, though: I wouldn’t exactly call it a theme park like they do. Most travelers associate a theme park with a Six Flags or a Universal Studios.




  

    Website: www.bedrockaz.com




    Info: Cost of admission is $5, but look for a $1 discount coupon on the website. Summer hours are 6 a.m. to sunset and winter hours are 7 a.m. to sunset.




    Contact: Flintstones Bedrock City, Junction 64 & 180, Grand Canyon Highway, 101 S Hwy 180, Williams, AZ 86046; (928) 635-2600.


  




  What does the Flintstones Bedrock City have? Remember the end scene of every episode of The Flintstones where the 5pm whistle sounds and Fred slides off the back of the dinosaur, screaming “Yabba Dabba Do”? You or your kids can recreate that—I did—with the life-size dinosaur equipped with a slide down its tail. Flintstones Bedrock City also had a train ride and a few other small rides for the wee ones, but the best part of the campground was just the look of the land. You could walk into the recreated Bedrock Post Office, and the Flintstones’ bedroom and kitchen, and just feel like you lived back with the cavemen.




  They even have a Fred’s Diner where you can order, believe it or not, a Bronto Burger, Chickasaurus Dinner, or Fishasaurus Sandwich, and end your meal with a piece of Gravelberry Pie. There’s a gift shop and, of course, a campground where you can park your RV.




  Note: At one time, there was another Flintstones Campground in Custer, South Dakota, but that has since closed. There was rumor of a new owner and a possible remodel, but nothing has been confirmed to date.




  OLD TUCSON MOVIE SET




  As I said, Old Tucson, Arizona, has been used as the movie set of more than 400 films, first starting with the 1939 movie Arizona, which starred William Holden and Jean Arthur. It was also the set for The Bells of St. Mary’s (1945), which starred Bing Crosby and Ingrid Bergman, The Last Roundup (1947) with Gene Autry, and Gunfight at the OK Corral (1956) with Burt Lancaster and Kirk Douglas. Today, you can tour the Old Tucson Movie Set and walk where some of your old-time movie favorites have walked, including Clint Eastwood, Elizabeth Taylor, and John Wayne. While you are there, stop by the Old Tucson Story Museum to see the original costumes worn by the stars of several legendary television series, including Little House on the Prairie and Bonanza.




  

    Website: http://oldtucson.com




    Info: Cost of museum admission: adults, $18.95; children ages 4 to 11, $10.95. The park has different hours throughout the year, so check the website for the most up-to-date information.




    Contact: Old Tucson Movie Set, 201 S. Kinney Rd., Tucson, AZ, 85735; (520) 883-0100.


  




  But wait, there’s more!




  If you’re a fan of Little House on the Prairie, there are several museums to see and tours to take throughout the country. Keep reading!




  ANDY DEVINE




  If you are old enough to remember the black-and-white television show Adventures of Wild Bill Hickok (1951–1958), then you should remember Andy Devine, who portrayed Hickok’s trusty sidekick, Jingles P. Jones. Born in Flagstaff, Arizona, and raised two hours away in Kingman, Arizona, Devine was a chubby man with a distinctive voice who appeared in more than 400 films in his career, including The Spirit of Notre Dame (1931), A Star Is Born (1937), Stagecoach (1939), Island in the Sky (1953), and The Man Who Shot Liberty Valance (1962). Ten of these films were with Roy Rogers where Devine played his sidekick, Cookie. He also hosted his own children’s television show, Andy’s Gang, from 1955 to 1960.




  

    Website: www.mohavemuseum.org




    Info: Cost of admission: $4 for adults. The museum is open Monday through Friday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Saturday 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.




    Contact: Mohave Museum of History and Arts; 400 West Beale St.; Kingman, AZ; 86401; (928) 753-3195.


  




  You can find a tribute on the life and career of the Kingman hometown hero at the Mohave Museum of History and Arts in Kingman. The city also hosts an annual “Andy Devine Days Parade,” typically held in September.




  REX ALLEN MUSEUM




  It was in the 1950s when western films were what everyone was watching and cowboy actors such as Roy Rogers, Gene Autry, and John “The Duke” Wayne, were extremely popular. Rex Allen, who was known as the “Arizona Cowboy” and “Mister Cowboy,” was also one of those singing cowboys. He would appear in 19 western movies between 1950 and 1954, including The Arizona Cowboy (1950), South Pacific Trail (1952), and Down Laredo Way (1953). For those of you who loved the 1973 film version of the children’s classic Charlotte’s Web, Allen was the voice of the narrator.




  

    Statue Alert! Rex Allen




    Get out your camera and take a statue selfie! There is a statue of cowboy actor Rex Allen right across the street from the Rex Allen Museum on Railroad Avenue in the park. It is said that the sculpture’s creator, Buck McCain, put a molded bronze heart with arteries inside the statue of Allen, which symbolizes that Rex’s heart remains in his hometown of Willcox. Right at the foot of Rex’s statue is where his horse, KoKo, is buried.


  




  He was a hometown hero from Willcox, Arizona, although he was born in Mud Springs Canyon, a town only a short distance away. Willcox hasn’t forgotten Allen because it’s here where you will find the Rex Allen Museum.




  You can visit the Rex Allen Museum on your travels through Arizona any time of the year or you can time your visit to the annual Rex Allen Days, which have been held in October since 1951. The Rex Allen Days started as a benefit for a local hospital, which included an appearance by Rex Allen himself. Allen passed away in 1999, so today’s fund-raiser includes a variety of rodeos, the Annual Cowboy Hall of Fame Banquet, mock gunfights, antique tractor pulls, Cowboy Poetry entertainers, parades, a Rex Jr. Celebrity Panel Q&A, showings of old Rex Allen movies, and more.




  

    Website: www.rexallenmuseum.org




    Info: Cost of admission: $2 per person, kids under 10, free. The museum is open Monday 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. with live music, and Tuesday through Saturday 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. It is closed on major holidays.




    Contact: Rex Allen Museum, 150 N. Railroad Ave., Willcox, AZ 85643; (520) 384-4583.


  




  EASY RIDER




  “What the hell is wrong with freedom?”




  Nothing, especially if you’re easy riding down Route 66 and make a stop at the Pine Breeze Inn RV Park and Campground. It is located eight miles west of Flagstaff, Arizona, off Interstate 40 in Bellemont, Arizona. One scene from the 1969 movie, Easy Rider, which is responsible for that question of freedom, was filmed here and put the park on the map, so to speak. This American road movie was written by and starred Peter Fonda, Dennis Hopper, and Terry Southern. It’s about two bikers (played by Fonda and Hopper) who make a huge cocaine score and then travel through the American Southwest and South.




  

    Website: www.pinebreezeinnrvpark.com




    Info: If you have an RV, there are daily and monthly rates as well as storage rates.




    Contact: Pine Breeze Inn RV Park; 10520 W. Route 66, Flagstaff, AZ, 86001; (928) 853-9363.


  




  GAMMONS GULCH MOVIE SET & MUSEUM




  Who the heck is Jay Gammons? Jay Gammons’ father was a range deputy and served as a security guard when John Wayne was filming his westerns in the Arizona area. Gammons’ father was Wayne’s personal bodyguard, and Jay would often tag along with his father to the movie sets. Jay ultimately became a bodyguard for legendary actress Ava Gardner, and he worked as an extra in such films as Rio Bravo, McLintock, and El Dorado. Jay had a dream of one day owning and operating his own movie location set, so he opened Gammons Gulch, which has become part movie site and part ghost town and is a must-see if you’re in the area.




  

    Website: www.gammonsgulch.com




    Info: Gammons Gulch is open from September through May, Wednesday through Sunday by reservation only, and from June through August by reservation only. There is a nominal admission fee charged per project, tours, or party.




    Contact: Gammons Gulch Movie Set & Museum, 331 W Rockspring Ln., Benson, AZ, 85602; (520) 212-2831.


  




  OTHER THINGS TO SEE OR DO IN ARIZONA




  GRAND CANYON: Flintstones Bedrock City is located only about 30 miles outside of the Grand Canyon, one of the most beautiful places in this country, so add a day in (at least) to see this natural wonder. The Grand Canyon National Park in Arizona is 277 river miles long, up to 18 miles wide, and a mile deep. If you’re the adventurous type, try the Glass Skywalk where, for a fee, you can walk out over the canyon and view the Colorado River.




  Website: www.nps.gov/grca/index.htm




  Info: Most of Grand Canyon Village is wheelchair accessible. There are some exceptions, however, including Kolb Studio and Lookout Studio.




  Contact: Grand Canyon, PO Box 129, Grand Canyon, AZ 86023; (928) 638-7888.




  PENSKE RACING MUSEUM: Located in Phoenix, the Penske Racing Museum is a collection of cars, trophies, and racing memorabilia from 400 major race wins, highlighted by 16 Indianapolis 500-mile race victories.




  Website: www.penskeracingmuseum.com




  Info: Cost of admission is free. Museum hours are Monday through Saturday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Sunday noon to 5 p.m.




  Contact: Penske Racing Museum, 7125 East Chauncey Ln., Phoenix, AZ 85054; (480) 538-4444.




  THE MUSICAL INSTRUMENT MUSEUM: Also located in Phoenix, this museum is home to more than 15,000 musical instruments from almost 200 countries. It is absolutely amazing. It will take a lot of time to get through this museum, especially if you stop and watch all of the footage of the musicians and their appearances on television shows and in films.




  Website: https://mim.org




  Info: Cost of admission ranges, starting at $20 for adults. Open daily 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.




  Contact: The Musical Instrument Museum, 4725 E. Mayo Blvd., Phoenix, AZ 85050; (480) 478-6000.




  SUNSET CRATER VOLCANO: The Sunset Crater Volcano in Flagstaff is unassuming from a distance, but when you get closer to it, it is a monstrous area of hardened lava fields and a volcano—yes, a volcano—right in the middle.




  Website: www.nps.gov/sucr




  Info: Cost of admission: free. The Sunset Crater Volcano is open November to June 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. From June through October, it is open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.




  Contact: Sunset Crater Volcano, 6400 US 89, Flagstaff, AZ 86004; (928) 526-0502.




  PIMA AIR & SPACE MUSEUM: Located in Tucson, the Pima Air & Space Museum is the largest privately funded aviation and aerospace museum in the world and the third-largest aviation museum in the United States. It displays more than 300 of the most significant aircrafts in the history of flight.




  Website: www.pimaair.org




  Info: Cost of admission (for one day—two-day passes are available too): adult (ages 13 and up), $15.50; senior (65+)/military, $12.75; junior (ages 5–12), $9.00; 1 child (4 and under), free. The museum is open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., but the last admittance is at 3 p.m.




  Contact: Pima Air & Space Museum, 6000 E Valencia Rd., Tucson, AZ 85706; (520) 574-0462.




  NEVADA




  Producers love Nevada. If it’s not for its desert landscape, ghost towns, and scenic roads, it’s for the state’s largest—and most entertaining city—Las Vegas. Numerous feature films have been shot in Nevada, including Jason Bourne (2016), The Hangover (2009), Think Like a Man Too (2014), Now You See Me (2013), Last Vegas (2013), The Muppets (2011), Here Comes the Boom (2012), Lucky You (2007), and Knocked Up (2007). Nevada is also home to many reality shows, such as Bridezillas, Sister Wives, The Real World, Hell’s Kitchen, and more.




  PAWN STARS




  If you’re a fan of Rick, Chumlee, Corey, and the Old Man and you can’t get enough of the History Channel’s popular show Pawn Stars, then head out to Las Vegas where you can actually visit their World Famous Gold & Silver Pawn Shop. Unlike on the television show, there is no guarantee that you will see any of the cast of characters when they aren’t filming, but they have been known to go on the floor from time to time. However, it is believed that most weekends you can find Rick bartending at his bar, Rick’s Rollin Smoke BBQ and Tavern (see the Foodie Fact! for more information). If you want a guaranteed meet-and-greet experience, Pawn Stars offers a 4½-hour tour where you will meet either Rick, the Old Man, Chumlee, or Corey, take pictures, ask questions, and get autographs. On this tour, guests will also visit Jeremy Brown’s Ultimate Sports Cards & Memorabilia (Jeremy is often seen on Pawn Stars) and the homes of the shows Counting Cars, American Restoration, and Tanked.




  

    Website: http://gspawn.com




    Info: Cost of admission to the shop is free, but the VIP tour is $125 per person. The shop is open every day 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. but closed on Christmas and Thanksgiving.




    Contact: World Famous Gold & Silver Pawn Shop, 713 S Las Vegas Blvd., Las Vegas, NV 89101; (702) 385-7912.
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    Foodie Fact!




    Pawn Stars’ Rick Harrison also owns Rick’s Rollin Smoke BBQ and Tavern in Las Vegas, Nevada, and you can see him bartending often. Enjoy a signature cocktail made by the man himself or a slow-smoked barbecue meal.




    WEBSITE: http://rrsbbq.com




    INFO: Restaurant hours are 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. and the tavern is open 11 a.m. until 2 a.m.




    CONTACT: Rick’s Rollin Smoke BBQ and Tavern, 725 S Las Vegas Blvd., Las Vegas, NV 89101; (702) 462-9880.


  




  STAR TREK




  Are you a Trekkie? Then make plans for the Creation Entertainment’s Annual Las Vegas Official Star Trek Convention where you will meet fans who love the show just as much as you do. In addition, you’ll also have the chance to meet the show’s actors and others associated with the production. In 2017, the Star Trek Convention took place in August and the convention welcomed “The Man” himself, the legendary actor William Shatner, otherwise known as Captain James T. Kirk, as well as George Takei (Hikaru Sulu), Kate Mulgrew (Captain Kathryn Janeway), and Sir Patrick Stewart (Captain Jean-Luc Picard).




  

    Website: www.creationent.com/cal/st_lasvegas.html




    Contact: Creation Entertainment, 217 S. Kenwood St., Glendale, CA 91205; (818) 409-0960.




    Did you know?




    Creation Entertainment also hosts several other fan conventions for such shows as Supernatural, The Vampire Diaries, Once Upon a Time, and General Hospital. Visit www.creationent.com/calendar.htm for a list of conventions coming up in 2018 and beyond.


  




  THE MOB MUSEUM




  If you like incredibly well-written crime shows like Breaking Bad or mob flicks like The Godfather trilogy, you will love The Mob Museum, the National Museum of Organized Crime and Law Enforcement, located in Las Vegas, Nevada. Okay, to be honest, it’s an odd museum that gives space to people who have killed others, but there is something absolutely fascinating about it at the same time. The true stories, and the movies that were made about them, are documented as their part in history. When I visited in 2015, I was fortunate to be able to talk to the museum’s director of content, Geoff Schumacher, after my tour, and I asked him why this museum was so popular. “Everybody seems to have a story about someone in their family or someone they knew,” he said. “They have a connection and want to learn more.”
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    Foodie Fact!




    Start spreading the news! If you’re heading to Las Vegas and hope to find something related to the old crooner days of Frank Sinatra and the rest of the Rat Pack, then head over to the Golden Steer Steakhouse. Founded in 1958, you could often find Ol’ Blue Eyes enjoying a meal or a cocktail here, as well as Dean Martin and Sammy Davis Jr., all sitting in a regular booth each time they visited. Marilyn Monroe, Natalie Wood, Al Hirt, Nat “King” Cole, Joe DiMaggio, Elvis Presley, and Mario Andretti were also restaurant regulars.




    Sit in Sinatra’s booth or any of the other famous booths, but make sure you make a reservation because they book up fast.




    WEBSITE: www.goldensteerlasvegas.com




    INFO: The restaurant is open 4:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. seven days a week.




    CONTACT: Golden Steer Steakhouse, 308 West Sahara Ave., Las Vegas, NV 89102; (702) 384-4470.


  




  The museum also offers audio tours, which is a great way to self-tour and listen to stories along the way.




  

    Website: http://themobmuseum.org




    Info: Cost of admission is regularly $23.95. Open daily 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Closed Thanksgiving and Christmas. When planning your visit, note the museum is most crowded between 11 a.m. and 2 p.m.




    Contact: Mob Museum, 300 Stewart Ave., Las Vegas, NV 89101; (702) 229-2734.


  




  For the movie and television lover in you, there is one section of the museum dedicated to The Sopranos and a whole wall of the different mob and crime movies that have been made. It will probably take you a few hours to get through the entire museum if you really want to read everything, and it is seriously cool. It’s recommended that kids under 12 probably won’t enjoy the gory photos and probably won’t comprehend the exhibits in a bigger historical context.




  OTHER THINGS TO SEE OR DO IN NEVADA




  LAS VEGAS: Everybody’s heard that what happens in Vegas stays in Vegas, but who cares, baby, you’re in Vegas! The energy in this city is unending. There’s so much to do—you can try your luck at the many casinos, see a traditional magic show like David Copperfield’s at the MGM Grand, or explore the quirky night-life at Fremont Street in downtown Vegas.




  Website: www.lasvegas.com for more information




  THE NATIONAL AUTOMOBILE MUSEUM: Located in Reno, the National Automobile Museum is perfect for anyone who loves cars. Can’t get enough of The Fast and the Furious franchise? Love looking at whatever luxury car James Bond is driving? Staring at the background of The Godfather movies just to see the classic cars? Then you’ll love this museum. There are more than 200 cars that you can see up close and personal.




  Website: www.automuseum.org




  Info: Cost of admission: $12 for adults, $10 for seniors, and $6 for children 6 to 18 years. Children age 5 and younger are free. The museum’s hours are Monday to Saturday 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., and Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.




  Contact: National Automobile Museum, 10 South Lake St., Reno, NV 89501; (775) 333-9300.




  HOOVER DAM: Formerly called Boulder Dam, this is an impressive sight to see on your Nevada travels. Located on the Arizona/Nevada border, the dam and the power plant can be toured every day. The dam tour is an hour and the power plant tour is about 30 minutes.




  Website: https://www.usbr.gov/lc/hooverdam




  Info: Cost of admission: adults (ages 17–61), $15; seniors (62+), $12; juniors (ages 4–16), $12; US military, $12; US military (in uniform), free; children (ages 0–3), free. The Hoover Dam Visitor’s Center is open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Tickets must be purchased by 4:15 p.m. for access.)




  Contact: Hoover Dam, Boulder City, NV 89005; (702) 494-2517.




  NEON MUSEUM: Who would’ve thought that looking at neon signs could be so much fun? The people at the Neon Museum in Las Vegas did, of course! The organization collects and exhibits iconic neon Las Vegas signs and you can see these in an outdoor space creatively called the Neon Boneyard. The signs come from back in the 1930s all the way up to the present day.




  Website: www.neonmuseum.org




  Info: Cost of admission for day tours is $15 to $19; night tours are from $22 to $26; and late-night tours are $24 to $28. The Neon Museum Boneyard is only available to the public through an hour-long guided tour. Tours are available seven days a week, and tour times vary based on the season.




  Contact: The Neon Museum, 770 Las Vegas Blvd. North, Las Vegas, NV 89101; (702) 387-6366.




  LAKE TAHOE: Would you prefer boating and fishing to slot machines and roulette tables? Then Lake Tahoe, Nevada, is the perfect place for you to visit. Lake Tahoe is a 22-mile-long lake that is also second deepest lake in the United States.




  Website: www.visitinglaketahoe.com




  NEW MEXICO




  What makes New Mexico a director’s dream is the fact that there are more than 360 days of sunshine. Its topography is absolutely wonderful and has been featured in so many famous movies and television shows, including the 1969 Paul Newman and Robert Redford classic Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid. Others include The Grapes of Wrath (1940), The Avengers (2012), Transformers (2007), Indiana Jones and The Last Crusade (1989), and Manhattan (1979).




  More recently, New Mexico was prominently featured in the Netflix original Longmire and the hit television show Breaking Bad and is home to various Breaking Bad tours.




  

    [image: image]




    Foodie Fact!




    You do not have to take any of the Breaking Bad tours just to sit in the same booth at the fictional Los Pollos Hermanos where Walter White once did. My Twisters was used as the restaurant in the show—specifically their Isleta Boulevard location—and you can stop by, sit in the same booth where Walter White sat and made his shady deals, and, of course, grab something to eat.




    WEBSITE: www.mytwisters.com




    INFO: Hours are 5:30 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. (at most locations).




    CONTACT: My Twisters, 4275 Isleta Blvd. SW, Albuquerque, NM 87105; (505) 877-2727.


  




  BREAKING BAD




  Speaking of AMC’s Breaking Bad, it’s considered to be one of the best television shows in recent history (and Lisa adamantly agrees). Breaking Bad was created by Vince Gilligan and ultimately won 16 Primetime Emmy Awards, including winning for Outstanding Drama Series in both 2013 and 2014. The show also had 58 other nominations. Bryan Cranston brilliantly portrays Walter White, a chemistry teacher who lives in New Mexico with his wife Skylar, and son Walter Jr. When Walter is diagnosed with lung cancer, he decides to start selling meth to make money that he will leave behind for his family. He turns to a former troubled student, Jesse Pinkman (also brilliantly played by Aaron Paul), to help him, but the two of them descend into a dangerous world of drugs and crime.
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