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				Beginning

				And as the seasons come 

				and go, here’s something 

				you might like to know.

				There are fairies

				everywhere: under bushes, 

				in the air, playing games 

				just like you play, singing 

				through their busy day.

				So listen, touch, and look 

				around — in the air and 

				on the ground.

				And if you watch all 

				nature’s things, you might 

				just see a fairy’s wings.

				—AUTHOR UNKNOWN
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				Step outside. Listen carefully. Do you hear the rustling of wings? The jingle of bells? Do you see a faint orb of light out of the corner of your eye? It may be that there are fairies nearby. Are butterflies following you? Sometimes fairies like to disguise themselves as butterflies. As you walk, look down at the ground for a fairy ring. What are fairy rings, you ask? Don’t worry, we’ll cover all of this.

				If you are committed to taking care of fairies and creating places for them to visit, they are no doubt watching you. And maybe, just maybe, you will catch a glimpse of one of them. Remember, though, that they are very private, and not everyone has the ability to see them. To increase your chances of seeing a fairy, they say you can make a special lotion out of four-leaf clovers or you can look through a self-bored stone, one that has a hole in it made by wind or waves. 
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				Lewis Carroll, the author of Alice in Wonderland, offered the following advice on how to see a fairy: 

				“The first rule is, that it must be a very hot day — that we may consider settled: and you must be just a little sleepy — but not too sleepy to keep your eyes open, mind. Well, and you ought to feel a little — what one may call “fairyish” — the Scottish call it “eerie,” and perhaps that’s a prettier word; if you don’t know what it means, I’m afraid I can hardly explain it; you must wait until you meet a Fairy, and then you’ll know.

				And the last rule is, that crickets should not be chirping . . .

				So, if all things happen together, you have a good chance of seeing a Fairy . . .”
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				Working with fairies is a trusting business. You build, they come, and every now and again they may leave you little signs that they appreciate your hard work. We will talk about the signs of fairy visitations later, because right now I want to remind you that trying to see fairies is not the only reason to build fairy houses. What are the other reasons, you ask? One is that if you take care of the fairies, they will take care of you. By building them a house, you are appealing to the organized and neat side of a fairy. Fairies love order. The sight of four walls, a roof, and a cleared out space in the messy, unkempt woods gives fairies an infinite amount of joy. Similar to how your mom feels when you clean your room without her even asking (a great thing to try, by the way). But there are more reasons. When one of our young local experts, was asked this question, she said the following about the business of fairy house building. “That’s a good question. Believing in fairies is one reason. It can kind of make fairies think humans aren’t so bad and maybe then they will show themselves. It also can help you on how well you can build a shelter.” Another friend said he makes fairy houses so the fairies “don’t feel left out.” And one more said, “I feel like I’m helping tired fairies make a pit stop.” 
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				Now we need to back up and ask a few vital questions. What is a fairy house? As one of my young friends said very concisely, “it is a small house we build in nature for the fairies.” Exactly. But how do you make one? What materials do you use? Are there any rules? Where do you make them? This book will answer all of these questions. And don’t worry, you do not need to live near the woods to build fairy houses. Backyards, city parks, or even a little garden plot will work just fine. Fairies can be comfortable in most places as long as there is green space and natural materials around. Which brings us to our first rule, the biggest, most important, and maybe the only firm rule in fairy house building: fairy houses must be made from materials found in nature. You got that? Sure, fairies love glittering gems and shiny marbles, but not in their houses! They like admiring these things in the human world, but bring them into the fairy realm and you are guaranteed to make a fairy mad. And a mad fairy is not a good fairy. Don’t worry, this is not a problem. The list of materials to build with is long because there are endless supplies of natural materials to choose from. 
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				So, now that we have that covered, here are the most important things that you need as you begin your career as a fairy house builder: a good imagination, an ability to work in the woods for long periods of time, a bag or box to hold the things you collect, a pair of binoculars in case you see something hovering around you while you work, respect for fairies and the natural world, and a good dose of curiosity and inventiveness.
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				This book is for those of you who have always wanted to make a fairy house but have never dared. It is for those of you who have been making them for years but might need a few new tricks. It is for moms, dads, grandmas and grandpas, aunts and uncles, and anyone who likes to build, create, and be outside. It is filled with pictures of fairy houses made by kids like you. I think you will find as you create these little houses that something takes over, that the fairies lead you to the perfect spot to build and provide you with just the right materials, and that the quiet of the woods, park, or your backyard allows your true creativity to unfold.
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HOW TO MAKE A
FAIRY HOUSE SCRAPBOOK

fyou are making multple airy houses every year, then
they should be documented. Sorapbooking is a great way

o preserve your faiy house building memories and makes

agreat git for your grandparents, to boot!

Many stores carry blank books with b
pretty covers for scrapbooking. Find one. f %,
that appeals to you and then get ready & 7
to create. Gather materials for your fairy .~
scrapbook such as flower and fairy stickers,
handmade and decorative paper, gltter and
sequins, gardening o nature magazines, g
ribbons, and buttons.

You will need printed photographs of your fairy house, as.
well as witten descriptions of where your house is located,
N what materials you used for it, and when you built t. Alsor
add pictures of you next to your fairy housa. ﬁ/
- One thing to do when you are bulding a fairy house s to
take a few of the flowers that you used and bring them home.
to press for later use in your scrapbook. When the flowers are
dry and flat, you can add them to your scrapbook.
Find a place to sproad out all of your serapbooking
haterials and get out your glue and scissors and then have

fun creating your scrapbook!






OEBPS/images/Alicesadventuresinwonde_fmt.png





OEBPS/images/site_fmt.png





OEBPS/images/Dedication_fmt.png
To Phogbe and Paphne —
My real-life fairigs who make
mg beligve in magie gvery day.






OEBPS/images/DE-Logo_B_M_O-k_fmt.png





OEBPS/images/DSC03779_fmt.jpeg





OEBPS/images/Chapter-Design-Element_fmt.jpeg





