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Chapter 1 DR. BOT


“Guess WHAT?” shouted Henry Heckelbeck.

“Chicken butt!” yelled Dudley Day as he zipped down the slide. To Henry, it sounded like this: “Chicken BUUUTT!”

Henry laughed and pulled a cube from his pocket. He fiddled with it until it unfolded into a robot. “Meet Dr. Bot! It’s a robot, puzzle, and action figure… all in one!”
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Henry pushed a button on the back of his robot. Zeedle zeedle! Zirrrrip! it chirped.

Then Henry pushed another button. Zeeep! Zeeeeep! Red laser beams shot from the robot’s eyes.
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Max Maplethorpe zipped down the slide too. “Let ME see!” she said.

Dudley pushed the buttons and twisted the robot into different poses. “That’s the coolest thing I’ve seen all day!” he said.
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“Look!” Max said, pointing toward the swings. “There’s a bunch of kids over there.”

“Let’s go see what’s up,” said Dudley, handing Dr. Bot back to Henry. Then Dudley and Max ran over to the crowd.

What could possibly be cooler than my new toy? Henry wondered. He folded up his robot and ran after his friends.

He needed to find out!
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Chapter 2 ONCE UPON A SLIME


All the kids were crowded around Sarah Sanchez. She had sparkly, neon slime in her hands. She stretched it like a giant glob of taffy. Then she smooshed it back together.
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“It even glows in the dark!” Sarah said, passing around her slime.

The kids took turns jabbing their fingers into it. “It’s so soft and flubbery!”

Dudley let out a giggle as he stretched the slime every which way.

Max squished the slime with both hands. It oozed between her fingers. “Totally flubberistic!” She passed the slime to Henry.
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Henry passed it on without a single squish. He didn’t want to seem interested, because he wasn’t.

What’s the big deal? Henry thought. Slime isn’t that cool. My robot is WAY cooler.
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Henry pressed Dr. Bot’s buttons, but nobody noticed the robotic beeps and laser beams. The ooey, gooey slime had taken over everyone’s attention.

“This slime is the most AMAZING thing ever!” said Aida Ackers.

Henry rolled his eyes. “It’s just SLIME,” he said. “Anyone can make slime.”
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Sarah narrowed her eyes. “No way! This is LEVEL SEVEN slime. It’s really hard to make.”

Henry’s face flushed. “I make level seven slime all the time,” he replied, but he wasn’t sure if this was true.

He had made slime before with his sister, Heidi. He didn’t know if it was really “level seven slime,” or not, though.

[image: Image]

Sarah folded her arms. “If you’ve made level seven slime, then why don’t you bring it tomorrow?”

Henry gulped. “Sure!” he said, trying to sound confident. “Tomorrow I’ll bring the best level seven slime ever!”
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