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Introduction

Hi, y’all!

Savannah is a very special place to me and my family. For years I have brought the flavors of my kitchen to you; now it’s time you got to know my hometown the way I do. I was born in Albany, Georgia, but Savannah became my “forever” home when I moved here in 1987. The wonderful old buildings and timeless Southern traditions just clicked with me, and I’ve never wanted to leave. When I went into the restaurant business in 1991, Savannah opened its arms and heart (as well as its pocketbooks!) and helped my restaurants and me become a success. Savannah is a place where traditional Southern cookin’ fits right in. For that, I am truly grateful.

Savannah is where I raised my boys, found my true love, and welcomed my first grandbaby into this world, so I feel the city is a big part of my family life. I’m so happy to be able to show you my Savannah in this book—my own home, lots of my friends’ beautifully decorated houses, and some of my favorite places and the things that are special to me, and I hope will be special for you. Don’tcha just love to peep into other people’s houses and see how they live? I know I do! When I’m at home there’s always a crowd of people there—friends, business associates who come to meet with me, television crews, either setting up or shutting down production for a show, and, of course, my menagerie of dogs and birds. Thank goodness my house is built to hold a load of people! It’s not terribly big, but there are lots of tables, chairs, porches, outdoor seating areas, and nooks where we can gather and talk, eat or while away some time watchin’ the water. I even have couches in my kitchen—why bother to leave my favorite room if I just need to rest a spell? And for that matter, why make my friends and family gather in another room while I’m fixin’ dinner? I want them there with me, so my kitchen is obviously one of the most important rooms in my house and I’ll be showing you why it’s so special in the pages of this book.

Historic Savannah is a three-hundred-year-old city and the homes here have lots of things about them that make them different from houses in other Southern cities. It’s a city that honors tradition and history and it’s an old-fashioned walking city. When I lived downtown, there were days I did not have to get into my car all day long; I could walk to work at the Lady & Sons! I moved to Wilmington Island in 2001 to be closer to the water. The marshes, water, rivers, creeks, and salt-sea air around here are invigorating, and my new condo felt like a retreat from all the work at the restaurant. The new development had been designed to look like the town houses in the downtown historic district, so I felt I had the best of both worlds.

[image: image]

Savannah and I are a lot alike. I know it sounds odd, but we do have lots of things in common. Consider this: Savannah embraces quirky characters (thank the Lord!), likes things with a little bit of age to them, and loves its Southern traditions. Sound familiar? Honey, I was home the moment I arrived.

I hope you enjoy the special homes I show you in this book. I love them and I think you will, too. My wonderful, amazing assistant and designer, Brandon Branch, will tell you how you can use these Savannah lifestyle ideas for your own home, so you can bring a little Savannah into your life, too.

Lots of love from my home to yours, y’all!
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Foreword

It makes me so happy to bring Savannah style to you with this book. In each of the chapters, I will be sharing ideas with you on how to bring a little bit of our Low Country look into your home, no matter where you live. Savannah style is a mix of antique and new, casual and formal, and lives lived as much and as often outside the home as inside.

The secret to a great-looking, comfortable space is to focus on the little things: bunches of seasonal flowers, fun flea market and yard sale treasures, chandeliers in every room you can imagine, plants in all the right places, and fabulous, eclectic pieces of furniture that tell a story about you.

You’ll see how flowers and plants influence the look of a room; how to add color to create a mood; how to make a personal collection the focal point of a room, and much, much more.

I am blessed to be able to work closely with Paula, and over the years I have touched every part of her public life—helping choose her wardrobe, arranging her flowers, and choosing table settings to be filmed and photographed for her shows and magazines.

And, finally, I hope you like Paula’s own furniture designs that are found in some of these rooms. Paula and I worked closely with manufacturers to make sure that each piece has her down-home touch, and her wonderful sense of Savannah style.
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Don’tcha just love it when you first know that spring is here? I know y’all have your own sweet memories of the season, but it just seems to me that everyone loves spring because it is such a happy time. Or maybe it’s such a happy time because everyone loves spring—I don’t know which! I know I’m happy for lots of reasons that time of year. It’s hard to be sad when the weather finally gives us a break and warms up enough so we can head outdoors again. Of course, we’re spoiled here in Savannah because we have such warm weather, but usually by March we’ve gotten tired of the few cold spells we suffer; the wool clothes are beginning to feel kinda dreary, and we’re ready for the sun and the time to be in it.

My house suddenly becomes much bigger in the warm weather, when we can use my front and back porches. They’re two of the best rooms of the house when the weather’s right. Then there’s what I call my “backyard resort,” which is my new dock house. I’ll tell you more about that special place later—it is close to my heart and it’s only one room!

At the first sign of warm weather, I pull one of my rocking chairs out onto the porch, prop up a comfy pillow, and relocate my birds to their front porch aviary because I know they’re as tired of being cooped up as I am. They let me know how happy they are by singing and cuttin’ up a fuss. And, of course, my five dog-babies are always right there with me, too, sniffing the flowers and peein’ on the pansies!

Spring means lots of things going on inside and outside Savannah homes that make them special. Flowers are front and center, all over town in gardens, window boxes, porches, and hidden gardens, and seen in luscious little glimpses behind wrought-iron gates in our historic downtown.

Outdoor furniture is pulled out of the garage, uncovered, and spruced up to be ready for company on St. Patrick’s Day (spring does come early here), Easter, Mother’s Day, and all the family birthdays and occasions we celebrate. We go all out on porch decor, and some of my friends even hang chandeliers out on the porch, which makes cocktail hour outdoors at dusk seem wicked elegant. There’s lots to show you about spring livin’ in Savannah, so here goes!

[image: image]

I just about live on my front and back porches during the springtime, and I like to make sure that the furniture is comfortable—and durable, too. That means lots of wicker that can be easily cleaned, lots of plants, and a few ceiling fans to keep it cool.





Rockin’ on the Water

This is my new favorite place to be. And before you say that rocking chairs are a symbol of old age, let me just set you straight: everybody likes to rock, young and old. The act of falling asleep in someone’s arms in a rocking chair must be buried deep in our Southern psyche. I’m sure it’s the reason that kids like rocking chairs as much as adults. I know that whenever I’d be sittin’ in a rocker, my kids—and now my beautiful grandbaby, Jack—couldn’t wait to crawl right up in my lap and snuggle me. That’s a sweet memory of those boys.

Life is grand, isn’t it? No matter where I am, when the day is over and I want to put up my feet and relax, the place I long for most is my porch, with Michael, my dogs, and something delicious to nibble on while I watch the sunset over the creek. Lord, don’t we love the simple things? These days, it seems like we’re all too busy to take a moment of quiet time and enjoy a good rocker. I’m blessed to have work that I love, but I still cherish my private weekends when I can sneak out onto the porch and just sit and let the water and sun relax me. Forget spas—this is how to live the good life!
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You can find all sorts of things on Savannah porches, and my favorites always seem to be a flea market find or a garage sale treasure—in this case, a candelabra to help create a romantic mood for a porch supper. I love my big bunch of blooms in the window box, too. Just goes to show that you can enjoy spring flowers anywhere.
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Porch Livin’

Porches come in all shapes and sizes around Savannah, and I think they are great spots for family fun. Regardless of how grand or humble a house in the South may be, you can bet we always have a porch of some sort. Southerners love the outdoors; with semitropical weather, Savannahians enjoy all sorts of outdoor entertainment year-round.

In the spring and summer, a porch can be a party room, game room, dining room, parlor, or just the best place to grab a catnap. It’s where the kids and the pets feel free to play as they please without the adults worrying and fretting over whether anything will be broken or stained. And you can’t beat the cost: a porch is cooled by natural breezes and lit by the warm sun. The hum of sturdy ceiling fans lulls you, and the sweet smells of spring can be enjoyed without the help of a plug-in scent. You just can’t beat those environmental pluses!

In the spring, I pull a couple of blankets out onto the porch to air out and soon find that a porch swing, a book, and a blanket are my new best friends.

If the porch is on the front or side of the house, as many are in downtown Historic Savannah, the room becomes a meeting and greeting place for neighbors and friends, both old and new, and anyone strolling by who starts a conversation and has the time to visit.
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The table is set with my own dinnerware, inspired by the marsh grasses you can see from this very porch. The big glass flutes on the outdoor chandelier hold water and fragrant lemons.
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Porch furniture is slipcovered with a durable outdoor fabric so that it lasts and lasts. New pillows update the look seasonally. The gas lanterns flanking the double front doors are reproductions of an old New Orleans gaslight.



I believe the offer to “come in and sit a spell” must have originally been coined for the friend who was in need of a porch, a rocker, and a cool drink—in just that order!



Brandon’s Style Secrets

Porches are for bringing your lifestyle outside during the warm months. You should think of the porch as an extra room, and like any other room in your house, it should reflect your sense of style. Be creative—think of your porch as a nighttime room as well as a daytime space. Use candles and lanterns to add drama and romance to the porch, or consider moving a comfortable couch and chairs outside if you’re entertaining in the evening.

Use lots of pillows and fabrics on outdoor couches and chairs to update old pieces. This will allow you to change your look seasonally for very little money.

Tired of that old furniture but don’t want to have it restored? Dress it up with a slipcover that you can pull off and launder whenever you need to freshen it up.

Lighting is important for an inviting porch. Pull some lamps out and use them on your porch when you have guests over. Don’t be afraid to go over the top with these “borrowed” pieces—the fancier the better, for that air of Southern decadence!

Outdoor rugs are no longer plain, dreary remainders. Rugs define an outdoor space, so look at new colorful patterns to dress up your porch furniture. I like Paula’s collection because of the range of outdoor botanical patterns, color, and traditional patterns.
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Step through the shuttered door panels into the Parkers’ classy Southern side porch. Cane chairs and a comfortable settee; a marble-topped, iron-trimmed table, exterior gaslights, and classical column details combine to make this side porch the perfect place to unwind over drinks and a late brunch. The porch overlooks the courtyard side garden, complete with a tinkling fountain.
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