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			Introduction

		

		
			Ghost hunting is becoming an increasingly popular hobby. And for some, it’s even a profession. Televisions shows, books, and websites abound with ghost stories. There’s something about the idea of encountering something from the world of the dead that appeals to people.

			Not everyone believes in ghosts. But you don’t have to actually believe in ghosts to want to add a twist to your travels around Texas or spice up your vacations.

			And who wouldn’t be curious about a remote-controlled car in Austin, for instance, that not only operated without a battery but also greeted guests at a downtown photography studio as if it were the owner’s dog? And how do you explain the presence of so many haunted hotels in San Antonio, hotels that just happen to have been built on the site of a former cemetery?

			Trying to solve these mysteries and—just as important—trying to encounter a ghost in person are what ghost hunting is all about. People who explore cemeteries late at night or descend into dark basements where some unexplained presence has been felt are driven by their desire to make sense of the unexplainable and perhaps catch a glimpse of the hereafter.

			Ghosts come in all shapes and sizes. My research into Texas ghosts has turned up adult ghosts of both genders as well as the ghosts of numerous children. Those ghosts whose identities are known almost always died in some tragic accident or as the result of an illness that claimed them well before their time. Ghosts seem to prefer old houses, historic buildings, downtown districts, and cemeteries. Ghosts are not limited to the human species, however. My research has uncovered the ghost of a woman in San Antonio who has been spotted petting a phantom cat, and drivers in the Rio Grande Valley have reported seeing ghost cows by the side of the road.

			Now some might say that such claims are “udderly” ridiculous. But are they? Just because you’ve never seen a ghost doesn’t mean they don’t exist. Ghost-hunting groups are popping up all over the country. They meet to tell ghost stories, investigate haunted sites, and share their knowledge of ghosts and ghost-hunting equipment. Some ghost hunters are full-fledged believers in spirits, others go on ghost hunts as a lark. Some are skeptics who go ghost hunting to prove that spooky doings can be explained by natural causes.

			Although you can find numerous books filled with ghost stories at the bookstore or your local library, you’ll not find many guides to haunted sites. And you definitely won’t find a book quite like this one. I decided to write this book after seeing books on haunted destinations that, while interesting, were lacking in the kind of information travelers need to plan a trip around ghost-hunting excursions.

			In this book you’ll find haunted hotels, bed-and-breakfasts, restaurants, cemeteries, tourist attractions, and other sites scattered throughout Texas. Texas is a big state with a large population and a history wrought with conflict and struggle. People have been killed by hurricanes, wars, epidemics, and all sorts of other situations. It makes sense, then, for Texas to have so many ghost stories and haunted sites.

			Listings for accommodations, attractions, or restaurants include paranormal activity, historical information (when available), and information travelers need if they want to stay at a haunted hotel or eat at a haunted restaurant. You’ll also find information on sites that are not haunted. They’ve been included to make it easy to find a hotel near a haunted attraction (assuming there are no haunted hotels nearby) or a place to eat in a “normal” restaurant (assuming there are no haunted restaurants nearby) or a “normal” place to visit while taking a break from ghost-hunting activities. There are suggestions for day trips and getaway weekends to haunted sites located outside the cities covered within each region. Also included throughout the book, usually listed in the Attractions section for each city, are listings for places that are specifically open during October for Halloween and offer various sorts of scary good times.

			Read on for information on when and where to find ghosts and for equipment you might want to bring on your search.

			How to Find Ghosts

			As previously mentioned, ghosts seem to prefer to haunt certain types of places, although a ghost can haunt anything—or anyone—if it chooses. After all, who’s going to stop it? The International Ghost Hunters Society claims ghosts are everywhere, and the American Ghost Society claims the most common places to find them are private homes, cemeteries, theaters, churches, schools, colleges, hotels, battlefields, crime scenes, and hospitals. You’ll find all those sites inside the pages of this book.

			The International Ghost Hunters Society suggests you plan your investigation near the new or full moon. The best opportunities occur two or three days before one of these moons and last until two or three days after. According to the society, this is because the lunar cycle generates the strongest geomagnetic earth fields, and since ghosts are electromagnetic in nature and part of the electromagnetic spectrum, they use geomagnetic fields to appear.

			The society says another good time for ghost hunting is when a storm is approaching, although the group doesn’t explain why. The staff at www.hollowhill.com, a website for ghost hunters, says ghost encounters can occur at any time, but the most active period seems to be after 8:30 p.m. and before sunrise. The theory is that there is less solar interference after the sun goes down. They’ve also heard reports of greater activity at the end of the year and at midnight.

			The International Ghost Hunters Society says the best time to photograph ghosts is at dusk or later. A dark background is necessary to act as a backdrop for capturing ghosts on film. Contrary to what you might think, the best way to capture a ghost on film, according to the society, is by using a flash.

			A good ghost hunter always comes prepared. You can spend thousands of dollars on exotic equipment, or you can choose to keep it simple. The basics include a digital camera, digital tape recorder, electromagnetic field detector, pen and paper, compass, watch or stopwatch, flour or talcum powder, and thread. Here is some additional information on each of these items:

			Camera: A digital camera with at least five megapixels of resolution is recommended—the higher the resolution, the better. A camcorder and tripod are also recommended as are large-capacity memory cards.

			Audio recorder: A good digital voice recorder should be used at all times. Electronic voice phenomena that are not heard during the investigation have been heard on recordings after the ghost hunt is complete. 

			Electromagnetic field detector: These gadgets pick up electronic fields over various frequencies. Disruptions in electronic fields can indicate the presence of a ghost. Numerous power apps that offer EMF detector functionality are available for smartphones.

			Compass: Not only will a compass help keep you from getting lost, but it can also detect electromagnetic forces. Use a traditional magnetic type of compass rather than an electronic one. Traditional compasses respond to magnetic and electrical stimuli, including those that are unusual.

			Watch or stopwatch: It doesn’t matter what kind as long as it works and you can read it whenever you need to.

			Flour or talcum powder: Use either one of these substances for capturing footprints or handprints. Sprinkle it on the ground where the investigation is taking place. It’s a good idea to record the footprints of all ghost hunters so their footprints won’t be mistaken for those of the ghosts.

			Those who are really into ghost hunting might want to purchase more sophisticated equipment, such as air ion counters, headset communications, infrared thermal scanners, motion detectors, night vision equipment, night vision video cameras, and thermal imaging scopes.

			You’ll still have fun even if you don’t have all that fancy equipment. It’s also a good idea to read up on ghost hunting before you head out. Some recommended sources include:

			
					Ghost Hunting 101; http://ghosthunting101.com


					
The Ghost Hunter’s Guidebook by Troy A. Taylor, Whitechapel Press, 2007

					Hollow Hill; http://encounterghosts.com/hollow-hill-articles-are-here-now/


					
How To Be a Ghost Hunter by Richard Southall, Llewellyn Worldwide, 2007

			

			Haunted Texas is written with a dose of humor (I hope) and in a storytelling tone. So gather round, listen up, and, most importantly, watch your back. But the main thing is to have fun, be creative in the sites you select to visit, and enjoy your travels. Who knows, you may return with tales to tell and pictures to show that are out of this world.

		

	
		
			Gulf Coast

		

	
		
			Houston

			America’s fourth-largest city is home to over 2 million people, and another 6.3 million live in the metropolitan area. Houston also has a fair number of ghosts, although they apparently don’t like to haunt the city’s hotels. The places listed in the Houston Accommodations section were chosen for their comfort and convenience to other haunted locales, such as the downtown courthouse—supposedly haunted by a U.S. district judge.

			The downtown area seems to be popular among the spirits, perhaps because of the older buildings that can still be found there. Nearby Old Town Spring—on the northern edge of Houston—claims to be the ghost capital of Texas (although San Antonio has also claimed the title).

			Old Town Spring is a turn-of-the-twentieth-century shopping village with more than 150 shops. It’s located near the original rail yards and was built in the early 1900s by the Great Northern Railroad. Victorian-style shops such as Doll Hospital (doll repair, costuming collectibles), Just for the Birds (gifts for bird lovers), and The Wild Goose Chase (linens, lighting, folk art, and furniture) lend a nostalgic air to the town.

			Houston is filled with great restaurants, shopping districts, and attractions. The area is also packed with ghost-hunting groups that can help visitors and residents learn more about the city and its ghostly inhabitants.

			Houston Accommodations 

			Club Quarters Houston

			720 Fannin Street

			Houston 77002

			(713) 224-6400

			https://clubquartershotels.com/houston

			All Club Quarters properties in major U.S. cities are private hotels located in prime downtown locations. The Club Quarters Houston is no exception. It’s housed in a restored landmark building with the old-fashioned elegance that was the hallmark of early twentieth-century architecture.

			Club Quarters Houston is located near Bayou Place, a trendy entertainment district with restaurants and nightclubs. It’s situated near light rail, free trolleys, and the city’s air-conditioned underground pedestrian tunnel system, which comes in handy on hot summer days. The theater district, convention center, and sports arena are nearby.

			Although there have been no reported ghost sightings, this hotel has been around long enough to have a few ghosts roaming the halls. It’s also close to the museum district attractions and the haunted federal courthouse and library (see Attractions In and Around Houston).

			Hotel amenities include twenty-four-hour room service and guest service desk, a restaurant and bar, a fitness room, free high-speed wireless Internet service throughout the hotel, free use of a computer and printer, and free newspapers, magazines, and games. Room amenities include a cordless phone, tea and coffeemaker, and a desk and work area.

			
				
					Bailey’s Light

					The highway between Angleton and West Columbia in Brazoria County isn’t a place you’ll want to be late at night. You might feel safe driving 70 miles an hour in your locked car, thinking that no one can reach you inside your metal cocoon, but metal and breakneck speeds can’t deter a ghost if it really wants to get to you. That’s why you’re better off avoiding this stretch of road late at night, especially when you’re all by yourself. Ghosts seem to prefer visiting people who are alone, whether to provide companionship or simply to increase their chances of scaring someone.

					The ghost that haunts this area along the Texas Gulf Coast is believed to be that of James Briton Bailey, whose name was given to this flat area just south of Houston. Bailey’s Prairie is haunted by what locals refer to as “Bailey’s Light.”

					This bouncing, white ball of light floats 4 to 6 feet off the ground and has been known to chase cars.

					Bailey, who went by the nickname of “Brit,” was one of Stephen F. Austin’s original colonists. He had a checkered history filled with charges of forgery and “antisocial behavior” before moving to Texas, and he continued his antisocial ways after arriving in the Lone Star State. Bailey liked to cause problems for Austin whenever possible and engaged in fistfights on a regular basis.

					In his will, Bailey requested that he be buried standing up, with a rifle and a jug of whiskey by his side. Supposedly the slaves who dug Bailey’s grave stole the jug of whiskey, and to this day Bailey haunts the area in search of his stolen jug. The light is the lantern he carries in his night wanderings in search of liquid spirits.

					Bailey must have been a fast fellow—or perhaps ghosts move at a faster-than-normal pace—because when you drive this stretch of road late at night, you might find yourself being chased down the highway by a presence traveling at speeds no human could possibly attain.

					No one knows why Bailey would chase a car. Maybe he thinks the driver has a bottle of whiskey, or it could be that Bailey is simply engaging in the cantankerous behavior for which he was known. Whatever the reason, it’s not a good idea to stop your car along this stretch of highway unless you’re prepared for a face-to-face meeting with this ornery spirit.

				

			

			Comfort Inn Downtown

			5820 Katy Freeway

			Houston 77007

			(713) 869-9211

			www.comfortinn.com

			This economically priced hotel is a bit of a misnomer. It’s not exactly downtown, but it’s close enough that the drive won’t inconvenience you much. It’s located close to I-10, also known as the Katy Freeway. The downtown area is 4 miles away, and The Galleria (see Attractions In and Around Houston) is a mere 2-mile jaunt.

			The Comfort Inn isn’t fancy. It does, however, have the basic amenities as well as a free continental breakfast, work desk with dataports, and an outdoor pool. Plus, it’s close to all the downtown hauntings, such as the downtown library building, where the ghost of a former janitor can be heard playing the violin at night, and not far from I-45, which will take you north to Old Town Spring.

			Doubletree Hotel Downtown Houston

			400 Dallas Street

			Houston 77002

			(713) 759-0202

			www.doubletreehotel.com

			This upscale hotel in the heart of downtown Houston is blocks from the Toyota Center, Minute Maid Park, the theater district, Bayou Place, and major corporations. Public spaces feature Wi-Fi for those who want wireless Internet. Complimentary downtown shuttle service and a concierge are available.

			Doubletree features oversize guest rooms and floor-to-ceiling windows that offer a panoramic view of the city’s downtown. There’s high-speed Internet access in each room, as well as a full business center in the lobby. Rooms come with a work desk, coffeemaker, iron and ironing board, two telephones with dataports, and Web TV.

			You’ll find a complimentary beverage area, gift shop, lounge, fitness center, newsstand, tour desk, and shoe-shine stand inside the Doubletree. Room service is available, or you can eat at Trofi Restaurant, which describes its menu as “continental with a Mediterranean and Latin flair.” It’s open for breakfast, lunch, and dinner.

			Doubletree is near the downtown haunts and a short (if the traffic is good) drive up I-45 to Old Town Spring.

			Holiday Inn Express Hotel and Suites

			24888 I-45 North

			The Woodlands 77386

			(281) 681-8088

			www.ihg.com

			The Holiday Inn Express, located 3.3 miles from Old Town Spring, has 119 rooms and 22 suites. Amenities include free breakfast bar, voice mail, dataports, high-speed Internet access, and a business center with fax and copy machine. Same day valet service, in-room coffeemaker, hair dryer, iron and ironing board, cable TV with HBO, and a free newspaper are also available. The hotel features an outdoor pool, spa, and sauna.

			Attractions In and Around Houston

			Battleship Texas

			3527 Battleground Road

			La Porte 77571

			(281) 479-2431

			http://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/battleship-texas

			The battleship Texas is located in the 1,200-acre San Jacinto Battleground State Historical Site in La Porte, just a few minutes east of downtown Houston. The park is home to the battleship and the San Jacinto Monument.

			The monument is dedicated to those who fought for Texas independence at the Battle of San Jacinto and other places. The 570-foot-tall shaft is topped by a 34-foot star symbolizing the Lone Star Republic. It’s listed as the tallest stone column memorial structure in the world and is 15 feet taller than the Washington Monument in Washington, D.C.

			The Texas, moored in the Buffalo Bayou and along the Houston Ship Channel, is the only surviving vessel to have taken part in both world wars. It was the first battleship in the U.S. Navy equipped with antiaircraft guns and commercial radar.

			The ship is haunted by a sailor named Red. Appropriately named for the color of his hair, Red appears on deck dressed in an all-white sailor’s uniform. He has been seen standing near a ladder and smiling. A caretaker in the nearby trophy room claims to have once entered a space/time warp that sent her to a cemetery in Normandy. Lone Star Spirits (www.lsspi.org), an intrepid group of paranormal investigators, checked out the ship in 1998. The team reported one recorded electromagnetic field spike and came back with a photograph of an unusual streak of light.

			Bob Casey Federal Courthouse

			515 Rusk Street

			Houston 77002

			(713) 250-5500

			Let’s hope you never have to stand trial in this downtown courthouse. It is said that the tenth floor is haunted by the ghost of the late U.S. district judge Woodrow Seals, who died following complications from open-heart surgery in October 1990.

			The barrister’s former chambers are said to be colder than the rest of the floor, and if you stop, close your eyes, and sniff the air, you’re likely to catch a faint whiff of cigar smoke from one of the judge’s stogies. Janitors and security guards often report being touched and hearing doorknobs rattling when no one is around. Others report hearing phantom voices late at night.

			Children’s Museum of Houston

			1500 Binz Avenue

			Houston 77004

			(713) 522-1138

			www.cmhouston.org

			MSN.com has rated this as the best children’s museum in the country. Located in the city’s museum district near downtown, the Children’s Museum of Houston hosts more than 700,000 visitors a year. It offers fourteen galleries of hands-on exhibits and innovative outreach programs.

			The fun is designed for children of all ages. The Tot Spot is the place to bring your newborn, toddler, or two-year-old. A bubble machine, mirrors, and knobs, switches, and doorbells provide stimulation and experimentation for the youngest of children. Other hands-on exhibits include a TV studio, grocery store, and the Cyber Playhouse, where kids can use computers to play age-appropriate games.

			Civil War Museum

			200 Noble Street, #6

			Old Town Spring 77373

			(281) 528-9911

			This museum devoted to the War between the States is located in the shopping district’s “Thyme Square” and is frequented not only by tourists but by the dead as well. The museum is home to the Eleventh Texas Cavalry and displays numerous Civil War artifacts. Along with its displays, the museum is also known for its reenactments of Civil War battles.

			Ghosts apparently enjoy taking part in these events. Lone Star Spirits, the paranormal investigations group (see the Battleship Texas entry above), photographed a reenactment and later discovered a glowing orb on the film. This was no chance photograph: A psychic had directed the photographer to a certain spot after detecting the spirit of what she described as a disfigured Civil War soldier standing in the square.

			Doering Court and Old Town Spring Souvenir

			211 Gentry Street

			Old Town Spring 77373

			(281) 288-4777

			Some ghosts like to scare people and make them run for cover, while others simply just want to have a good time. The ghost that haunts Doering Court and the office of the newspaper Old Town Spring Souvenir, located in the middle of Old Town Spring, falls into the latter category. Doering Court is the spot where a man named Henry C. Doering and his wife, Ella Klein, built a home and barn in the early 1900s.

			The playmate of their youngest daughter, Marilyn, is said to be the ghost behind this haunted site. Marilyn and her friend, twelve-year-old Sarah, along with a few other young girls, enjoyed playing games in the barn. One day, Sarah fell from the hayloft and broke her leg. Complications led to blood poisoning, and a few months later she died.

			Locals say Sarah’s spirit returns to the spot where she used to have so much fun. They also say she’s waiting for her friends to join her for another game of hide-and-seek. Some people believe the girl’s friends have returned to the barn, which is now home to the local newspaper. People who have visited the site have reported hearing children laughing and someone calling Sarah by name.

			Publisher Dundy Woods and his staff have reported hearing “playful” sounds and someone scampering across the roof. The publisher also says there are times when it feels as though someone is watching him work late at night. He reports feeling cold air for no apparent reason, and sometimes when he opens the office in the morning, things on his desk have been moved.

			Drop by for a newspaper. Who knows? Maybe Sarah will invite you to play as well.

			The Galleria

			5085 Westheimer Road, Suite 4850

			Houston 77056

			(713) 622-0663

			www.simon.com/mall/the-galleria

			Got money? That should be the slogan of this upscale mall, an international shopping destination that attracts more than 30 million visitors a year. Here you’ll find 375 stores, thirty restaurants, two hotels, three office towers, and a full-size ice rink made famous by Olympic champion Tara Lipinski, who trained here before winning a gold medal in ice skating at the 1998 Olympics in Nagano, Japan.

			The Galleria is home to designers such as Louis Vuitton, Cartier, Chanel, and Ralph Lauren, among others. Stores include Neiman Marcus, Saks Fifth Avenue, Nordstrom, and Macy’s. Bring sneakers. You’ll need comfortable shoes if you plan to traverse the 2.4 million square feet inside this monster mall.

			Griffin Memorial House/Tomball Museum Center

			510 North Pine Street

			Tomball 77375

			(281) 255-2148

			www.tomballmuseum.net

			The Tomball Museum Center comprises ten historical buildings, including a doctor’s office, a farmhouse, a church, a gazebo, and two houses. One of the houses—the Griffin Memorial House, built before 1860—is haunted.

			The ghost of a woman lives in the attic of this house and has been seen in the parlor. One of the secretaries who worked at the center saw the apparition so many times that she stopped going there alone, although the ghost never did anything threatening. The figure would sit in a rocking chair in the parlor, rocking back and forth.

			Some say the ghost is the twenty-one-year-old daughter of the Faris family, who once lived in the residence. To this day, the young woman’s cause of death remains a mystery.

			Houston Museum of Natural Science

			One Hermann Circle Drive

			Houston 77030

			(713) 639-4629

			www.hmns.org

			This is the flagship of the city’s museum district. It features the Wortham IMAX Theatre, Burke Baker Planetarium, and Cockrell Butterfly Center, as well as permanent and traveling exhibits.

			The butterfly center is a replicated rain forest that everyone should visit at least once. The three-story glass conservatory is packed with vibrant, tropical plants and hundreds of live, exotic butterflies. Step inside this warm, humid enclave and you’ll see between fifty and sixty different species of the world’s largest and most beautiful butterflies. They flutter through the air, land on flowers, and occasionally alight on lucky visitors’ hands.

			Butterflies are raised on special butterfly farms in tropical Asia and North, Central, and South America. They’re shipped to the center in chrysalis form.

			Houston Zoo

			1513 North MacGregor Way

			Houston 77030

			(713) 533-6500

			www.houstonzoo.org

			The Houston Zoo is located in Hermann Park, adjacent to the museum district. It sits on fifty-five acres and houses over 6,000 animals representing more than 500 species. The zoo features a tropical bird house, children’s zoo, and aquarium, along with reptiles and all sorts of animals from around the world.

			The children’s zoo covers the six ecosystems of Texas: the city, Gulf Coast, desert, forest, prairie, and farm. Pop-up domes allow guests to get inside a prairie dog habitat. Kids can visit a realistic bat cave or stroll on a boardwalk through a Texas forest. In the Discovery Center, children can enjoy hands-on activities.

			Julia Ideson Building

			500 McKinney Street

			Houston 77002

			(713) 247-1661

			www.hpl.lib.tx.us/about/history.html

			This Italian Renaissance–style building in downtown Houston was originally named the Carnegie Library when it opened in 1904 but was rechristened in honor of librarian Julia Ideson, who was head of the Houston Public Library system and worked in the system for forty-two years. It sits next door to the more modern main branch erected after the Julia Ideson Building became too crowded. The building houses the Texas and local history departments as well as special collections, manuscripts, and archives. It also apparently houses the ghost of a former janitor.

			The old janitor, a Mr. Creamer, used to polish the library’s reading tables and floors. He died of natural causes in the basement of the building in 1936. Legend has it that when he was alive, he would wait until the library had closed and the staff had all gone home. Then he would take out his violin that he brought from home and begin playing.

			Librarians and others who use this building, which is open to the public, report hearing the sounds of violin music in the distance, especially on overcast days. They also report sometimes feeling uneasy, as though they are being watched.

			Museum of Fine Arts, Houston

			1001 Bissonnet Street

			Houston 77005

			(713) 639-7300

			www.mfah.org

			This museum’s collection is estimated to be worth over $1.5 billion and includes art from antiquity to the present. Founded in 1900, the museum’s treasures include African art and glass, American and European sculpture and painting, a Frederic Remington collection, and Chinese, Latin American, Texas, Native American, and Oceanic art.

			Other highlights include antiquities of ancient Egypt, Greece, and Rome, Indonesian gold, Bayou Bend furniture, decorative arts, impressionist/postimpressionist paintings, and works from the Paris art movements of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Modern and contemporary art, photography, pre-Columbian art, and gold, textiles, and costumes are also featured. In January 2015 the museum unveiled plans for a huge-scale expansion that will include four new buildings to be completed by 2019.

			Old Greenhouse Road

			Northwest Houston, 5 miles north of the Katy Freeway (I-10)

			Old Greenhouse Road is not to be confused with Greenhouse Road. Old Greenhouse Road is a 1.5-mile stretch of pavement that connects Keith Harrow Boulevard with Greenhouse Road.

			The ghost of an old woman who died in a car accident haunts this street at its one big turn. Legend has it that if you turn off your headlights and drive around the corner to the bridge at a slow speed, a mist forms over the bridge and condenses into the shape of a woman. If you’re feeling brave enough, hang around long enough, and the ghost will approach your car. This ghost is said to prefer clear nights or nights just after a cool rain. Do you dare?

			Premier Cinema 11

			1518 San Jacinto Mall

			Houston 77002

			(281) 421-8833

			www.pccmovies.com/news

			The staff at this multiplex on the east side of Houston says unexplained equipment failures and whisperings can only be attributed to ghosts. Those who have worked the late-night shift say they often get eerie feelings that somebody is watching them.

			The computers at the ticket counter randomly go berserk at times, spitting out tickets when they’re not supposed to. On numerous occasions, projectionists have reported hearing people talking and experiencing the sensation of having someone walk behind them. Sometimes movies start and stop by themselves, and the volume on the speakers goes up without explanation.

			Finally, late at night, when all the projectors have been silenced, projectionists report hearing voices that sound like someone in the distance is trying to talk to them. All of these events could make for great movie material themselves!

			ScreamWorld

			2225 North Sam Houston Parkway West

			Houston 77038

			www.screamworld.com

			Voted Houston’s scariest haunted attraction by the Houston Chronicle and the popular website Houstonhaunts.com, ScreamWorld offers five scary attractions all in one location: The Swamp, “considered the most high-tech haunted attraction in Houston”; the Edge of Darkness, a good ol’ haunted house; Jake’s Slaughterhouse (as if a traditional meat packing plant isn’t bloody enough); Zombie Graveyard, capitalizing on the latest horror craze; and the Clown Asylum Maze, a superbly intricate maze that will have you screaming in no time.

			Space Center Houston

			1601 NASA Parkway (formerly NASA Road 1)

			Houston 77058

			(281) 244-2100

			www.spacecenter.org

			Space Center Houston is the official visitor center for NASA’s Johnson Space Center. It features several permanent exhibits, attractions, and theaters. Traveling exhibits and events created by the center’s staff keep the place from becoming stale.

			Permanent exhibits include a simulated rocket launch, a hands-on exhibit that demonstrates what it’s like to live in space, a behind-the-scenes tram tour, and a collection of vintage space suits.

			Kids will love the Martian Matrix, a four-story play area with a space theme. The Kids Space Place is packed with interactive stations and themed areas that give children a chance to explore different aspects of space exploration.

			Spring Historical Museum

			403 Main Street

			Old Town Spring 77373

			(281) 651-0055

			http://oldtownspring.com/info/history/

			This historic building sits at the entrance to Old Town Spring. It housed the city’s courthouse for many years before being converted into a museum. The Old Town Spring Historical Society maintains the building and the artifacts, memorabilia, and photographs inside.

			One of those artifacts is an early 1900s Victrola previously owned by Marie and Albert Paetzold. People who keep track of the town’s history say Marie and Albert—who married despite her father’s objections—loved to dance to records played on the hand-cranked contraption.

			The loving couple died in the 1970s, but apparently their spirits live on. Members of the historical society have reported incidences in which the Victrola began playing all by itself, sending music wafting through the air. Society members also report hearing the sounds of music—apparently playing on the Victrola—after the museum has been locked up for the night. Casual observers have reported seeing a young couple inside the museum on moonlit nights dressed in wedding clothes and dancing in each other’s arms.

			Walgreen’s

			485 Sawdust Road

			Spring 77380

			(281) 363-9571

			Can’t sleep? This drugstore is not a prescription for insomnia. That’s because it’s haunted by the ghost of a former manager who was murdered execution-style during a robbery at the store in 1996. Although no one has actually seen him, employees say that sometimes in the evenings the old manager can be heard walking down the store aisles, playing tricks on employees. His favorite trick: sending stacks of diapers tumbling, just as he did while he was alive.

			Several employees have reported creepy incidents while alone in the back room, too. Toys turn themselves on and off, and items fly from the shelves and break—even though no one is in the area. However, these bizarre activities have diminished since the perpetrators who killed the manager were convicted in 1998, no doubt calming this restless retailer.

			The incidents haven’t disappeared completely, though. Drop in after midnight. You won’t have to buy any NoDoz to stay awake, guaranteed.

			Whitehall Home

			Main and Keith Streets

			Old Town Spring 77373

			(832) 797-1888

			http://springghosttour.com/index.html

			This Victorian-style home on the corner of Main and Keith Streets was built in 1895 by the Mintz family. The two-story building, reportedly built for a mere $300, has gone through several incarnations over the years. None was more interesting than the residence/funeral parlor that the Klein family used it for in the 1930s.

			After the Klein Funeral Home burned to the ground, the Klein family turned the downstairs front rooms of their home into a funeral parlor, and the downstairs rooms in the back became the embalming area. The home changed hands several more times before becoming the property of Raymond Hudson, who converted the entire building into his residence.

			According to one account, the twenty-five-room house is home to a small colony of bats and a secret room is inhabited by two ghosts.

			The ghosts are described as the “Courting Ghosts of Whitehall.” They are believed to be the spirits of a young couple who died in a car crash in 1933 on Riley Fussel Road, which crosses Spring Creek. The car ran off the road, plunging into a ravine and killing the car’s two occupants.

			Hikers found the couple the next day. They were taken to Whitehall Home, site of the Klein Funeral Home, and their wake and burial attracted a large, grieving crowd. According to ghost experts, dying so early may be one reason a person’s spirit remains behind, because residents since then have reported strange noises coming from upstairs, and some swear they’ve seen a young couple in the large swing on the upstairs screened-in porch.

			It’s reported that the pair lives in the home’s secret room and enjoys taking moonlit strolls. They also apparently enjoy scaring children. One story has it that they enjoyed frightening three young boys who built a tree house in a large pecan tree out back by shaking the tree and making ghostly noises. The boys abandoned it soon after. Remnants of the tree house can still be seen in the backyard.

			The house is now owned by Chris and Ginger Pennell, who conduct regular walking ghost tours through Old Town Spring and host “Ghost Dinners and Investigations” at Whitehall Home.

			Houston Area Restaurants

			La Carafe Wine Bar

			813 Congress Street

			Houston 77002

			(713) 229-9399

			Technically speaking, this isn’t a restaurant, it’s a bar. An old bar—more than 130 years old, in fact. Developer Nathaniel Kellum built the two-story structure in 1847. Then, in 1860, a man named John Kennedy opened a bakery here. This dark, old building is illuminated by dim lamps and candles sitting atop 3-foot-tall pillars of wax.

			La Carafe is known for its wine list, which includes a rotating selection of reds and whites, such as cabernet sauvignon and pinot grigio. You can sit downstairs in the main room, upstairs in the small room, or outside with a view of Market Square. The second floor is where you’re likely to encounter a ghost. Employees report hearing footsteps when no one is up there. They also say it sounds as if something heavy is being dragged across the floor.

			In A Texas Guide to Haunted Restaurants, Taverns, and Inns (Republic of Texas Press, 2001), authors Robert Wlodarski and Anne Powell Wlodarski report that one employee claims to have seen a “strange-looking” woman standing at a second-floor window when he arrived for work one morning. He climbed the stairs to the second floor and found all of the rooms completely empty. They also tell the story of another worker who closed up one night and was about to head home. But something, or someone, made him turn around to look back toward the bar. It was then that he saw a muscular man standing at one of the windows inside. Some say it’s the ghost of a former manager named Carl Prescott, who died (although not at La Carafe) in 1990.

			Other strange events include exploding glasses and bottles, cold spots, and unusual shadows. Some report feeling as though they’re being watched. One time two customers who were standing outside waiting for the bar to open claim to have seen a woman seated at a table inside simply disappear before their eyes.

			Puffabelly’s Old Depot Restaurant

			100 Main Street

			Spring 77373

			(281) 350-3376

			This American-style restaurant features a predictable selection of burgers, sandwiches, chicken, vegetables, and salads. Seafood consists mostly of catfish—grilled and fried—and shrimp from the Gulf of Mexico. You can’t go wrong with Gulf shrimp, which has a much better taste than imported or farm-raised varieties.

			The restaurant’s name derives from the children’s song titled “Down by the Station.” As you’ll recall, the song goes: “Down by the station, early in the morning, see the little puffabellies all in a row.” The puffabellies, black steam engines puffing white smoke, were a common sight in the early days. This railroad depot-turned-restaurant was originally located in nearby Lovelady and was disassembled and moved here.

			The ghost of an unfortunate railroad yard switchman is said to haunt the building. The man was killed in the early 1900s while trying to flag down an engineer whose train was headed down the wrong tracks. As he ran toward the train, the switchman tripped on the rails and fell beneath the oncoming train. He lost his head—literally.

			People in Lovelady began reporting strange sightings near the terminal not long after the accident. Many claimed to have seen a headless man waving a lantern and wandering around aimlessly—perhaps trying to locate his missing head—although no one could explain how a headless man could really “look” for anything. 

			After the building was moved to Spring, a nearby resident reported seeing eerie lights coming from the east side of Puffabelly’s, the side nearest the railroad tracks. He had stopped at the railroad crossing, expecting a slow-moving train to come by, and sat in disbelief as the lights passed in front of him. He reported feeling a rush of cold air (it was August) and then spotted a headless man in overalls waving a lantern. The resident decided he had seen enough, took off, and reported the incident to police.

			Spaghetti Warehouse

			901 Commerce Street

			Houston 77002

			(713) 229-9715

			Spaghetti Warehouse is a chain of restaurants that number more than twenty in nine U.S. states. The first one began in 1972 in Dallas. Victor Petta Jr. created Italian favorites from scratch by combining recipes handed down through his family for generations.

			The building that houses the Houston Spaghetti Warehouse is more than one hundred years old. It once served as a cotton warehouse and later as a pharmaceutical warehouse. The ghost investigations group Lone Star Spirits (see the Battleship Texas entry) reports that the owner of the pharmaceutical company died one night under mysterious circumstances. One story has it that he died near the elevator, while another version claims he died after falling into the elevator shaft.

			A woman described as “the lady in white” has been seen wandering the second floor. People say she is the wife of the unfortunate victim, returning to look for her husband. Employees have reported seeing table arrangements changing before their eyes, witnessing dishes and cutlery flying off the racks in the kitchen, and feeling as though they’re being watched from the stairs leading to the second floor.

			But don’t let that freak you out. Instead, try the Italian eggrolls. These are crisp pasta shells stuffed with Italian sausage, spices, spinach, and mozzarella cheese served with marinara sauce. Slurp up some minestrone, or try a bowl of wedding soup. This tasty concoction is made with chicken broth, diced chicken breast, spinach, noodles, and meatballs.

			Have you ever had fifteen-layer lasagna? Now you can. It’s handmade daily with lasagna noodles, meat sauce, and a blend of cheeses. Order spaghetti and choose from twelve sauces or a combination of two, then top it with your choice of meatballs, sautéed mushrooms, Italian sausage, melted mozzarella cheese, grilled chicken, and/or primavera vegetables.

			For dessert, try the lemonberry tiramisu, made with lemons in a mixture of strawberries, blackberries, and raspberries with cream and mascarpone cheeses.

			Treebeards

			315 Travis Street

			Houston 77002

			(713) 228-2622

			www.treebeards.com

			Make sure you visit the right Treebeards if you’re looking for some supernatural action. There are four locations in Houston, but the haunted spot is at Houston’s second-oldest establishment, known as the Travis Building. Built around 1870, it’s located in Market Square and faces Market Square Park.

			Employees report several types of ghostly activities, although they’re all a bit subtle. They report hearing footsteps upstairs when no one is there and soft voices murmuring in the distance. Cold spots and the feeling that someone is watching, or following close behind, have also been reported numerous times.

			Treebeards specializes in Southern cuisine. Much of it is Cajun food. Start your meal with some jalapeño cornbread and a glass of ice tea (you’ll need it). Try the chicken and sausage gumbo or the grilled chicken meat loaf. It’s impossible to recommend one dessert over another; choose from buttercake, yellow cake, carrot cake, and Italian cream cake.

			Wunsche Bros. Cafe and Saloon

			103 Midway Street

			Spring 77373

			This American-style restaurant, housed in a former hotel/saloon built in 1902, is currently closed, so Uncle Charlie might now be the lone resident.

			The ghost of Uncle Charlie, one of three Wunsche brothers who owned the hotel and who were born to German immigrants Jane and Carl Wunsche, is said to haunt this establishment. According to legend, Charlie fell victim to unrequited love and remained a bachelor his entire life. He lived in one of the hotel’s spare rooms until his death in 1915 of natural causes. A new owner took over the establishment sometime later.

			A down-and-out artist is said to have lived in Uncle Charlie’s room a year or so after his death. One night, he dreamed about an upset-looking old man with long white hair who wore a black hat and a matching suit and sat hunched over a table. The man then stood up and began pacing back and forth. The artist awoke at this point and, unable to sleep, decided to sketch the image in his dream.

			The next day, after recounting his dream to the other guests, he showed them his sketch. They were shocked! The artist had drawn a spitting image of Uncle Charlie, despite having never met the man or seen photos of him. It must have been Uncle Charlie’s ghost, they said.

			Longtime residents in this area say that on still, moonlit nights, you can sometimes hear Uncle Charlie’s restless spirit walking around, going from room to room. Some claim to have seen him standing at the window, and one recent owner claims to have had several encounters with the ghost. She reports encountering locked doors, seeing tables and chairs that have been turned over, and finding lost items that turn up unexpectedly.

			Houston Organized Tours and Paranormal Groups

			Ghost Busters of Texas

			www.facebook.com/texasghostbusters/

			This paranormal group travels throughout the Houston area and other parts of the state to investigate haunted places. They tend to favor small towns and local spots. They also network with other paranormal groups and claim to have many members who are psychics and “sensitives” (people who can sense the presence of ghosts). The group has a collection of ghost-hunting equipment, such as electromagnetic field detectors, infrared thermal scanners, and thermal imaging scopes. You can get in touch with this group via their Facebook page. There are no dues or fees, and membership is open to anyone who’s not afraid of ghosts—or at least not yet.

			Ghost Hunters of Southeast Texas (G.H.O.S.T.)

			www.facebook.com/Ghost-Hunters-of-South-Texas-410695569005720/

			What a great name for a ghost-hunting group! Here you can meet fellow ghost hunters, share stories, and join together for organized investigations of haunted places in the Houston area. Members often share mysterious images captured on film. You can keep track of G.H.O.S.T., post questions, and keep up-to-date on paranormal investigations conducted by the group via their Facebook page.

			South Texas Paranormal Society

			www.southtexasparanormalsociety.com

			This society describes their organization as “a team of Paranormal Investigators that network with fellow paranormal investigators all over the United States in an effort to expand knowledge, share resources, and bring respect and unity to the paranormal field.” They offer free investigations to individuals in Texas who are concerned about supernatural or other inexplicable experiences.

			Lone Star Spirits Paranormal Investigations

			www.lsspi.org

			Founded in 1997, Lone Star Spirits uses high-tech equipment such as thermal imaging cameras, surveillance equipment, motion-triggered cameras, and handheld devices to detect atmospheric changes while investigating haunted sites. They’ve investigated places throughout Texas and report their findings on their website.

			Pete Haviland, the group’s lead investigator and president, is a certified clinical hypnotist who has helped clients remove fears, anxieties, and psychological triggers that, according to the website, have “caused either possible poltergeist activity, or hypersensitivity, due to subconscious triggering mechanisms.”

			Walking Ghost Tours of Old Town Spring

			Doering Court

			100 South Main 

			Spring 77373

			(800) 979-3370

			http://oldtownspringghosttours.com/home.html 

			Ninety-minute tours take visitors to the many haunted places in Old Town Spring (see Attractions In and Around Houston), a turn-of-the-century shopping village with more than 150 shops located near rail yards built in the early 1900s. Victorian-style shops lend a nostalgic air to the town and, at night, give the place an unmistakable creepy feeling. These walking tours cost $25 per person, with a minimum of four people required. Kids under age five (if you choose to bring yours) can take the tour for free. You can book your tour by checking the calendar on the website. Most tours are offered at 8:00 p.m. and 9:30 p.m. year-round.
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