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INTRODUCTION 

A real man will admit that sometimes men need guidelines—hence The Maxims of Manhood.

An even manlier task? Making your own rules. That’s what you get to do with ManLibs. You remember Mad Libs, right? The fill-in-the-blank game that we enjoy if we’re on a road trip or if we’re twelve years old. And yes, yes, we know what you’re thinking . . . Really? Wouldn’t Maxim 101 be “No Mad Libs?”

Yes and no. These aren’t Mad Libs. They’re Man Libs. They’re carved from the tome of masculinity, letting you tweak, change, and redefine the very rules of our gender. The key to success, of course, is using random words that yield a nonsensical and sometimes-funny outcome. (Confession: This is also the methodology used in the original Maxims of Manhood.)

You know how to play, right? Good. Skip this paragraph. (On the off-off-off chance that you don’t know the rules, it’s simple: one person reads the prompts from the numbered lists—asking for nouns, verbs, etc.—before they share the context of the story. After you’ve chosen nouns and verbs and junk, you then read the Maxim with the words you’ve chosen. Jeesh. Don’t tell anyone—ever—that you had to read these instructions. I’m embarrassed for both of us.)

Play with some friends, or play with yourself. You’re good at that.

KEY: PARTS OF SPEECH 

Adjective—A descriptive word; e.g., “handsome,” “douchey.”

Adverb—Typically answers questions such as how?, in what way?, when?, 

where?, and to what extent? and often ends in “-ly”; e.g., “quickly,”

“skankily.”

Noun—A person, place, or thing; e.g., “postman,” “nipple.”

Verb—An action word; e.g., “jump,” “burp.”

You’re like Luke Skywalker, challenging the conventional wisdom of Uncle Owen, starting your hero’s journey, embarking on a path toward destiny. Unlike Luke, you will not lose a hand or tongue your sister.

One final note: As with parties, wedding receptions, and jury duty, this experience is best enjoyed with liquor.

Good luck.


MANLIBS 


1. YOU ONLY RECOGNIZE PRIMARY COLORS.

1. Verb ending in -ING _____________________ 

2. Adjective describing a leprechaun _____________________ 

3. Noun, plural _____________________ 

4. Verb, past tense _____________________ 

5. Verb ending in -ING _____________________ 

6. Noun _____________________ 

7. Noun, plural _____________________ 

8. A nontraditional article of clothing _____________________ 

9. Verb, past tense _____________________ 

10. Someplace where you don’t want something to happen to you  _____________________ 

11. Noun _____________________ 

12. Noun, plural _____________________ 

13. Noun, plural _____________________ 

14. Adjective _____________________ 

15. Verb, past tense _____________________ 

16. Noun _____________________ 

The male retina can only process three colors—red, blue, and yellow. Through heavy _____________________ (1), it is also possible, in rare and _____________________ (2) circumstances, to recognize secondary colors like orange, green, and purple. Men can also understand black and white, as generations of watching football—natural selection—has developed an ability to spot the referee’s _____________________ (3). 

Tragically, this physical handicap has been _____________________ (4) by the mainstream media, triggering both _____________________ (5) and awkwardness. Women will ask questions like, “What _____________________ (6) should I wear: the periwinkle or the magenta?”

Periwinkle? Magenta? These _____________________ (7) mean nothing. Magenta sounds like the villain from X-Men, the dude with the red and blue _____________________ (8) (maybe you could call it purple). Periwinkle could be a Dickens character, or maybe a book by Dr. Seuss, or a sixth grader who gets _____________________ (9) in a _____________________ (10).

It’s not that men simply shouldn’t know the difference between “indigo” and “chartreuse,” it’s that we don’t. Can’t. It’s not in our _____________________ (11). And this impairment causes _____________________ (12).

For instance, men are unable to enjoy picking out the color of new linoleum tiles. There will be no spirited debates over _____________________ (13). When you buy a car, you buy a red car, or a _____________________ (14) car, or a blue car. Despite what it says in your owner’s manual, your car sure as shit isn’t “pewter.” It’s dark white.

And while scientists are still _____________________ (15) by the exact nature of this _____________________ (16), it is possible for men to process nontraditional colors when they refer to sports teams.


2. TIP WELL .

1. Adjective _____________________ 

2. Adjective _____________________ 

3. A type of Latin dance _____________________ 

4. Adjective _____________________ 

5. Noun, place _____________________ 

6. Adjective _____________________ 

7. Noun _____________________ 

8. Profession you wanted to have when you grew up _____________________ 

9. Verb ending in -ING _____________________ 

10. Type of person you can’t stand _____________________ 

11. Your favorite food _____________________ 

12. Noun _____________________ 

13. Verb _____________________ 

14. Verb _____________________ 

15. Adjective _____________________ 

16. Verb _____________________ 

17. Noun _____________________ 

Proper tipping shows that you’re _____________________ (1), you’re not a _____________________ (2)-ass, and that, at rare moments, you even give a damn about people besides yourself. It’s more than good _____________________ (3)—it’s good ethics and it’s _____________________ (4) karma.

You must know how to tip the following professions:

Barber: Simple common sense. You see the same guy at least once a month, so unlike at a _____________________ (5), say, a frugal tip is neither anonymous nor forgotten. Ancient bit of wisdom: be _____________________ (6) to a man when he has a _____________________ (7) to your throat.

Hooker: For some reason the _____________________ (8) denied my request for “ _____________________ (9)” to explore this profession, but here’s my hunch: if you tip a _____________________ (10) 15 percent for serving you a plate of _____________________ (11), then you should probably tip a woman at least that much for letting you stuff her vagina with your penis.

Babysitter: She was just responsible for the life, safety, and health of the most important _____________________ (12) in your world. If scorned, she’s in a position to literally _____________________ (13) or _____________________ (14) your baby. Probably not the best place to scrimp.

Hotdog dude at baseball game: Avoid _____________________ (15) humiliation. A tip is not strictly required, but let’s say the hot dog costs $25 (bargain!) and he passes it across a row of people. Now you could awkwardly _____________________ (16) over the _____________________ (17) and ask for your seventy-five cents, but then you spend the next five hours being thought of as “That Guy.”

Manicurist: I don’t know this. And you shouldn’t either.


3. KEEP AN EMPTY URINAL BETWEEN YOU AND THE NEXT GUY.

1. Adjective _____________________ 

2. Adjective _____________________ 

3. Subject in school _____________________ 

4. Noun, plural _____________________ 

5. An item you’re always shopping for _____________________ 
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