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12:01am



‘WAKE UP!’
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‘Wake up!’ I demand again. I’m trying to convince myself to wake up because surely this is just a dream.

I mean, I can’t seriously have just DISAPPEARED into a giant hole in the ground, PLUMMETING into the bowels of the Earth before landing miraculously unscathed in a pile of unspecified MUCK. Not even the most impudent kids’ book authors would try to get away with that completely LUDICROUS plot!

I need to WAKE UP.

I try pinching myself.
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No success.

I try slapping my face. Both sides.
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And I’m STILL stuck in this bad dream.

Why can’t I be trapped in a GOOD dream?!
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Instead, I’m living a NIGHTMARE!

Honestly, I think I’ve ticked off every standard situation in the NIGHTMARE HANDBOOK this week.
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But I’m not waking with a startled JOLT from this particular falling nightmare. There’s no gasp of relief.
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This is real.

I am already awake.







12:03am




My eyes are gradually adjusting to the darkness. Luckily it isn’t pitch black down here. There is a constellation of GLOW WORMS illuminating the gloom with their EERIE light, like a starry night sky.
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It looks a bit like the glow-in-the-dark star stickers I decorated my bedroom ceiling with when I was little, but way more impressive. They are actually GLOWING.

The name ‘glow worms’ sounds like they should be CUTE though. Like THIS.
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Instead they look SLIMY, like THIS!
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But I am truly grateful for the LIGHT they are emitting. I look around, inspecting my surroundings.

I can now confirm that I, Justin Chase, regular kid (currently living a highly IRREGULAR life), am indeed deep in a…

HOLE!

[image: Image]

(And a whole lot of TROUBLE!)

Not a good hole, like a donut hole or an unexpected hole-in-one at minigolf.
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Not even a bad hole like a hole in your favourite, most comfortable sneaker or your bike tyre.
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No, this is a TERRIBLE hole like a muddy, creepy, CAVERNOUS hole, deep beneath the Earth’s surface.

And I am STUCK here. All by myself!

I NEED TO GET OUT!

I begin frantically SCRAMBLING up the sides but climbing has never been my strong point.
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As I try to CLAW my way up the walls, they disintegrate into dust under my fingers and each foothold CRUMBLES beneath my weight. Every attempt seems more FUTILE as I continuously SLIDE back down to the bottom.
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I’m simply not getting up that wall! I need a new PLAN.
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I guess I’ll just WAIT to be rescued. I’m good at waiting. I’ve had plenty of practice.
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Speaking of Mum, any second now she’ll probably BUNGEE JUMP down the hole and SAVE me.
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She has, no doubt by this point, tracked my precise location and is on her way to rescue me.
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But then I realise my allergy bracelet, with Mum’s no-longer-secret GPS tracking device, is MISSING from my wrist.
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It must have slipped off during the fall. No-one will be able to find where I am now!

Unless, maybe, ex-military, survival expert, Wolf Gruntz, with his supreme tracking skills honed from months enduring UNTHINKABLE (and undrinkable) circumstances in the harsh wilderness, is on the case.

[image: Image]

Or maybe he’s still busy herding frogs at the TV studio!
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I could be waiting a LOOOOOOOOONG time. I don’t want to end up like this!
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I definitely need a NEW PLAN!
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Not the most original plan, I know, but I’m running out of ideas.

I take a BIG breath, open my mouth wide and, from the depths of my very being, let loose with the loudest SCREAM I can muster.

It’s louder than…
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The word BURSTS out into the darkness, raw and desperate. It stabs the silence then hangs in the dank, cold air before it ECHOES back hollowly.
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That sounded COOL. I can never resist a good echo.
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How about this…
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Now one of Nan’s favourite descriptive words…
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As the last ‘POOP’ fades away into the darkness, I wait hopefully for a response.

Maybe a joyful…
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Or a…
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I’d even take a…
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… right about now!

I try to strain my ears to hear. Desperate for any signal. I wish I had one of Nan’s super-sensitive HEARING AIDS.
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Those things are AMAZING. But all I can hear right now is…
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The pounding of my heart
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My ragged breath
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Scampering cockroaches



And then a low RUMBLING begins in the distance. Softly at first but steadily getting louder. CLOSER.







12:11am




The sides of the hole start shaking. The RUMBLE is now a ROAR as chunks of dirt cascade down the walls. I was hoping for a rescue party but instead I think I’ve triggered an AVALANCHE!

So much for my Plan C.
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And while I very much like the sound of Plan D in theory, in reality it isn’t feeling very achievable at the moment.
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As clumps of soil continue to rain down on me, I stoically accept my fate. There’s nothing left for me to do, except maybe make a WEIRD shape with my body to confuse future generations.
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I clench my eyes shut and brace for my faraway future as a misleading museum exhibit. I’m waiting to become human landfill when I realise the DELUGE of dirt has stopped.

I open my eyes. I’m not buried. PHEW! I’m barely knee deep. I’ve faced worse sandy situations on beach holidays.
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Better still, the landslide has revealed a possible Plan E.
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Part of the wall has crumbled away to reveal the opening to a TUNNEL. Under normal circumstances there is absolutely NO WAY I would venture into that tunnel but I have no other option.

I’m going in!
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What could possibly go wrong with this plan?
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