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Introduction


From Wisconsin with Love

I grew up on the shores of Lake Michigan, in a small town in Wisconsin near Milwaukee. My universe seemed quite small then, but I always felt a pull to see the world. When I was eight, my mom put my older sister and I on a plane to meet my dad in New York City, where he was already on a work trip. He was there to greet us at LaGuardia and off we went. I remember the trash and the graffiti (it was the 90s!), but I also vividly remember the hotel lobby at the Waldorf Astoria and the cozy, dimly lit booth at 21 Club. The world suddenly opened up for me.

Some twenty-five years later, I would find myself sitting in the Milwaukee airport yet again, this time flying back to my home in NYC. With a celebratory Miller Lite in hand, I nervously typed an email to friends and family announcing the launch of my new wallpaper website. I desperately wanted this dream of mine to flourish. I finished my beer, hit send, and boarded the plane. And so it began.

Now, after more than a decade in business, I still feel like a newcomer in this centuries-old industry. But I find that my fresh perspective has made me a curious and excited student. Wallpaper has always felt like more than just a product to me. It’s a window into different eras and memories—an enduring art form that turns walls into stories.

Growing up around my family’s printing business, I was surrounded by colors, patterns, and textures that would ultimately become the foundation of my career. When I started Chasing Paper, I wanted to make something accessible and playful that let people write their own design stories. I wanted to build something that people could easily interact with that felt fun and expressive. And what I’ve come to realize over the years is that wallpaper resonates so deeply because it is a keeper of memories—a reminder of the rooms where life happens.








Never the Same Old Story

Periods of transformation often punctuate our lives with moments of deep shifting and growing, and wallpaper can be an outward reflection of those times. It illustrates the evolution of personal style and the shift of perspective that life experiences can have on our tastes—and therefore the spaces in which we dwell. Homes are so much more remarkable when we understand the stories of how they came to be.

Peeling back the layers of the past, one finds the joy and heartbreak of people’s stories in the thoughtful and intentional creation of their home environments. Each layer of wallpaper creates a tactile history that we can touch and see and feel. Over the years, I’ve come to appreciate how wallpaper holds this delicate line between permanence and change. It’s there for as long as we want it to be, but it’s always ready to evolve, to allow a room to take on new energy and meaning.

One of the most magical things about wallpaper is that it can be both nostalgic and entirely fresh. I’ve seen customers fall in love with a floral pattern that takes them back to their childhood home or a geometric print that creates an entirely different aesthetic in their space. They create new memories and new spaces, even within the comfort of the familiar. This connection between past and present is what makes wallpaper so transformational—and why I felt compelled to highlight that in this book.




[image: Built-in cushioned sitting area with pillows in interior of house.]
Anna Spaller




[image: Black and white photo of a couple in frame placed on top of patterns.]
Anna Spaller







A Love Letter to Wallpaper

In these pages, we’ll dive into the evolution of wallpaper, exploring its rich history as well as the innovative leaps that have brought us to the vibrant, varied designs of today. We’ll also hear stories of people who have used wallpaper in their projects and the meaning behind their selections.

This book is a celebration of wallpaper’s legacy and the powerful nostalgia it elicits. Each print and pattern connects us to memories, blending a whisper of history with the thrill of transformation. It’s been a true joy to witness people using our wallpaper to make spaces their own—to reclaim old styles or boldly try new ones, all while creating something uniquely personal.

This job has also allowed me the opportunity to marvel at the creative minds we have had the pleasure of partnering with. From a rockstar-turned-designer to a self-taught DIY darling, our collaborators have been nothing short of inspiring. The second half of this book will give you a glimpse into the background of some of the creatives in this community and illustrate how they translated their own inspiration into works of art for our walls.

So let’s step into this world together. Let’s embrace the nostalgia, celebrate the creativity, and honor the way wallpaper has accompanied us through history, bringing joy, elegance, and expression into our lives. Here’s to wallpaper: to its enduring beauty, its storytelling magic, and the countless ways it inspires us to make every room a place worth remembering.
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PART 1 Nostalgia


Wallpaper is not just a quick decorating fix. Most people take time to really consider their wall-covering options before taking the plunge. And for good reason! Wallpaper often becomes a foundational element in a space and the thing people remember most about it.

This section will show scenes from some of my most vivid memories and how I paid tribute to them when designing my own spaces. But first, a short history lesson.
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A Brief History of Wallpaper

Wallpaper has such a rich, layered past. From trompe l’oeil designs used to trick the eye to artful patterns meant to show off personal style, wallpaper can make spaces feel personal, warm, and expressive. Here’s a look back through some defining moments in wallpaper history.





EARLY DAYS: In the mid-1500s, the European elite started using painted cloths to decorate their walls. Back then, wall hangings were more like painted sheets of paper pinned to walls—a cheaper substitute to expensive tapestries. The first wallpapers were block printed, sometimes even hand painted, with rich patterns that mimicked textiles. As trade routes expanded, so did the wallpaper market. With the arrival of Chinese and Japanese papermaking techniques, Europe experienced a wallpaper boom. The French were particularly taken with intricate designs and chinoiserie (Chinese-inspired art) was everywhere. Skilled craftsmen created papers that told stories of exotic lands, flora, and fauna. The patterns were evolving, and wallpaper started to reflect personal taste and sophistication.



221 BC Wallpaper likely originated in China during the Qin dynasty.
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1509 The earliest known wallpaper in Britain emerges. After this, wallpaper sheets measure about eleven by fourteen inches and are often used to line chests or boxes. Multiple sheets are sometimes pasted on canvas before being nailed up as a wall covering.
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1634 Flock wallpapers are designed to look like cut velvet but, in fact, are made using powdered wool, which would otherwise go to waste.
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1675 Frenchman Jean-Michel Papillon creates the first repeating designs that match on both ends of the sheet, allowing for sheets to be connected into rolls.
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Late 1600s Chinese hand-painted wallpapers are imported to Europe and become increasingly popular. So much so that it prompts the production of European imitations.

Early 1700s Thanks to the introduction of continuous rolls, large-scale repeats are now possible.

[image: 18th Century French Textile Patterns – Floral and Striped Rococo Fabrics, 1869]

1712 Noticing an increase in demand for wallpaper, Queen Anne imposes a tax on the product that lasts for 124 years.

1765 The first wallpaper factory in America opens.


INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION AND MASS PRODUCTION: The industrial age changed everything. Suddenly, wallpaper could be produced much faster and more affordably, making it accessible to more than just the aristocracy. The rise of machine-printed patterns meant that everyone could add a personal touch to their homes. The Victorians went wild for bold, dark colors and heavy patterns, filling every inch with drama.
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Early 1800s Whole-wall murals are introduced.

1839 A machine is invented that can produce about 400 rolls per day and print with four colors (by 1874, up to twenty colors can be used). After this machine’s invention, wallpaper production jumped from a reported 1.2 million rolls per year (1834) to 32 million rolls in 1874.
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1841 The first machine-printed designs are sold.
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    1861 William Morris of Morris, Marshall, Faulkner & Co. (now Morris & Co.) fought against the mechanization of the printing process and created hand-drawn, hand-carved designs that remain popular to this day.


Weird Wallpaper Fact

Arsenic was commonly used in the production of wallpaper and other decorating products. By the 1870s, it was determined that the vapor produced by damp wallpapers, paints, and fabric could lead to illness or even death. Oil-based pigments were used after that.



1888 Ferdinand Sichel invents wallpaper paste.

1889 F. Schumacher and Co., a heritage brand still in existence today, is founded.
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1898 Gracie Studio, renowned for their hand-painted wall coverings, is founded.


ART DECO, MODERNISM, AND POST-WAR PATTERNS: In the early 1900s, art deco brought glamour and geometric patterns to the world of wallpaper. But by the mid-twentieth century, modernism called for simplicity, and many people embraced minimalist, solid-colored walls, leading to a bit of a wallpaper lull. Then the 1960s and ’70s reignited wallpaper fever with vibrant, retro designs in bright hues and funky shapes. By the ’80s, wallpaper in homes ranged from floral prints to pastels and soft geometrics as design tastes grew even more diverse.
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1904 The Arts & Crafts movement incorporates nature-inspired motifs in organic colors.
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1920s Considered the “Golden Age of Wallpaper,” this decade is known for celebrating the gilded and geometric designs of the art deco era.
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1930s More subdued colors and styles enter during the Great Depression.

1933 American heritage textile and wall-covering brand Sister Parish is founded. It is currently a fourth-generation, female-owned company.

1940s During World War II, wallpaper designs become simple and restrained.
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1950s This post-war period introduces the “Good Design” movement of flat, linear patterns and symbols of the Atomic Era.

[image: Geometric cream, brown, and orange pattern.]

1960s Bold color and geometric designs are prevalent in everything from textiles to wallpaper.

1961 Pre-pasted and trimmed papers first appear, soon followed by washable vinyl.
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1970s Large-scale florals and geometrics in bright earthy tones are popularized. Flocked finishes make a comeback.

1973 There is a worldwide reduction of wallpaper production due to the oil crisis.

1980s Neon shades and graphic shapes highlight the statement-making excess of the era.

1990s Styles shift to a more subdued and neutral palette featuring plenty of stripes and faux finishes.


A RESURGENCE IN PATTERN AND SELF-EXPRESSION: The past two decades have been transformative. Wallpaper is no longer just about covering walls; it’s about self-expression and transforming spaces in ways that paint alone can’t do. Peel-and-stick technology has opened up the world of wallpaper to everyone, making it a playful, easy, and commitment-free way to style a space. Whether it’s a full wall or an accent panel, wallpaper today is about telling a story and bringing joy into the home.



[image: A multicolored pattern being printed digital.]
Elizabeth Rees




1993 The era of digital printing begins.

1997 Self-adhesive wall coverings are created.

2000s The term “eclectic” seems the best way to describe the vast array of wallpaper options. Accent walls are popularized.

[image: A peel-and-stick panels.]

2013 Chasing Paper launches with a single product: two-by-four-foot peel-and-stick panels.

[image: A man photographing items on a table.]

May 2020 New panel sizes are added to the Chasing Paper website.
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