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Foreword

November 2019

I have been fortunate enough to be involved in professional golf since 1953 and it has allowed me to receive a global education traveling the world. Rest is rust, and even after my prime, I stayed involved by competing on the Senior Tour, designing courses, and hosting philanthropic charity events for children’s education. The sport truly brings out the best in people and some very valuable life lessons can be taken from such a wonderful game.

Some of my accomplishments including winning 165 tournaments on six continents over seven decades, and the career Grand Slam on the Regular Tour and Senior Tour, are featured in the following pages. Also included are some of the great players and moments that followed me as well. My favorite tournaments are all featured prominently, including The Open Championship, which I won three times in three different decades, and also The Masters, which I have been lucky enough to compete in 52 times and win three times as well. It’s also been a tremendous honor to return the last several years to be part of the Honorary Starter ceremony at Augusta National.

I was also extremely fortunate to serve as captain of the International team in the Presidents Cup three times, including 2003 in my home nation of South Africa. Team events in golf are exciting and after captaining the South African Olympic team at the 2016 Summer Games, I am pleased golf has a place on sport’s biggest stage. I still avidly follow the game, and am so impressed with the level of play and competitiveness around the world each and every week.

The game of golf is in a great place moving forward with some tremendous stars, who are not only exceptional on the course, but also terrific people. But we must continue to innovate to make golf fun and enjoyable for all ages and skill levels. Always remember that amateurs are the game’s lifeblood.

I do hope you enjoy this book as much as I enjoy playing this great game for so many years that will always be such a major part of my life.

Best wishes,

[image: images]

Gary Player





I. 1970s AND EARLIER

QUESTIONS

Golf has been around for a long time—since the 15th century in Scotland to be exact. The first 18-hole round was created at the Old Course at St. Andrews in 1764 and things have gotten bigger and bigger since.

While there were a number of big names in the earlier years, the sport really became popular in the 1970s, led by Arnold Palmer, Gary Player, and Jack Nicklaus. Without these three players, it’s hard to imagine where the sport would be today.

“Golf is deceptively simple and endlessly complicated; it satisfies the soul and frustrates the intellect. It is at the same time rewarding and maddening—and it is without a doubt the greatest game mankind has ever invented.”

–Arnold Palmer

“I never went into a tournament or round of golf thinking I had to beat a certain player. I had to beat the golf course. If I prepared myself for a major, went in focused, and then beat the golf course, the rest took care of itself.”

–Jack Nicklaus

Answers for this section are on pages 9–11.

RED TEES

  1. What was Arnold Palmer’s nickname?

A. Golden boy

B. The King

C. Iced Tea

D. AP

  2. Which major was last to be founded?

A. British Open

B. PGA Championship

C. Masters

D. U.S. Open

  3. What were Arnold Palmer’s fans referred to as?

A. Arnie’s Den

B. Arnie’s Army

C. AP’s Crew

D. Palmer’s Row

  4. Which of the following was not a nickname of Gary Player’s?

A. The Black Knight

B. The International Ambassador of Golf

C. The Big Easy

D. Mr. Fitness

  5. Which golfer was not part of “The Big Three” in the 1950s–1970s?

A. Gary Player

B. Sam Snead

C. Jack Nicklaus

D. Arnold Palmer

  6. What two drinks are combined for what is known as an “Arnold Palmer?”

A. Lemonade and iced tea

B. Coke and rum

C. Lemonade and ginger ale

D. Sprite and iced tea

WHITE TEES

  7. How many majors did Arnold Palmer win?

A. 5

B. 7

C. 10

D. 12

  8. True/False: Bob Charles was the first left-handed golfer to win a major.

  9. Who is famous for hitting “the shot heard ‘round the world?”

A. Arnold Palmer

B. Walter Hagan

C. Gene Sarazen

D. Gary Player

10. True/False: Ben Hogan had more PGA Tour wins than Arnold Palmer.

11. Sam Snead won every major except for one. Which was it?

A. Masters

B. PGA Championship

C. U.S. Open

D. British Open

12. True/False: Sam Snead won 82 tournaments, but never won more than one major in the same year.

13. True/False: Arnold Palmer won more majors than Gary Player.

14. Which major did Arnold Palmer fail to win?

A. Masters

B. U.S. Open

C. PGA Championship

D. He won all of them

15. How old was Gary Player when he completed the Grand Slam (1965)?

A. 29

B. 35

C. 40

D. 43

16. Which modern club did Gene Sarazen claim to invent?

A. Driver

B. Sand wedge

C. Hybrid

D. 5-wood

17. True/False: Gene Sarazen won the career Grand Slam.

18. How many majors did Walter Hagen win?

A. 0

B. 4

C. 8

D. 11

19. In what year was the first U.S. Open nationally televised?

A. 1945

B. 1950

C. 1954

D. 1965

20. Which was not an official event on the PGA Tour in 1975?

A. Danny Thomas Memphis Classic

B. First NBC New Orleans Open

C. Toyota Classic

D. Hawaiian Open

BLACK TEES

21. Which golfer currently has a caddie scholarship named after him?

A. Henry Vardon

B. Johnny McDermott

C. Bobby Jones

D. Francis Ouimet

22. Which Argentinian won the 1967 British Open?

A. Carlos Franco

B. Eduardo Romero

C. Roberto Di Vicenzo

D. Vincente Fernandez

23. Which player won the U.S. Open, U.S. Amateur, the British Open, and the British Amateur in the same year (1930)?

A. Francis Ouimet

B. Bobby Jones

C. Ben Hogan

D. Sam Snead

24. Who won three of the four majors in 1953?

A. Walter Hagen

B. Ben Hogan

C. Gene Sarazen

D. Gary Player

25. In 1945, how many consecutive tournaments did Bryon Nelson win?

A. 5

B. 8

C. 9

D. 11

26. Which star golfer almost died in a car accident?

A. Ben Hogan

B. Walter Hagen

C. Sam Snead

D. Bobby Jones

27. Following the near fatal crash in 1949, how many more majors did the same star golfer go on to win?

A. 0

B. 2

C. 4

D. 6

28. Arnold Palmer lost the 1966 U.S. Open in a playoff to a player who shot 32 over the final nine holes to force the extra holes. Who was that player?

A. Gary Player

B. Billy Casper

C. Bob Charles

D. Gene Sarazen

29. In what year did Arnold Palmer eclipse the $1 million career earnings mark?

A. 1960

B. 1964

C. 1968

D. 1972

30. Who won the most PGA Tour tournaments in 1978?

A. Arnold Palmer

B. Gary Player

C. Jack Nicklaus

D. Tom Watson





I. 1970s AND EARLIER

ANSWERS

RED TEES

1. B – The King. Palmer was one of golf’s first major superstars and passed away in September 2016.

2. C – Masters. The Masters was not founded until 1934.

3. B – Arnie’s Army. Palmer had a tremendous following at almost every tournament he played in.

4. C – The Big Easy. Player had a number of nicknames and was golf’s first major international superstar.

5. B – Sam Snead. The prime of Snead’s career came in the 1940s and 1950s.

6. A – Lemonade and iced tea. This drink is very popular, even outside of golf.

WHITE TEES

7. B – 7. Palmer won seven majors, including four Masters.

8. True. Charles won the British Open in 1963.

9. C – Gene Sarazen. This was at the 1935 Masters when Sarazen made a double-eagle on the par-5 fifteenth hole. He holed a 4-wood from 235 yards away.

10. True. Hogan had 64 to Palmer’s 62.

11. C – U.S. Open. Snead did finish second four times, though.

12. False. Snead won the Masters and PGA Championship in 1949.

13. False. Player won nine, while Palmer won seven.

14. C – PGA Championship. Palmer did finish second three times, though.

15. A – 29. Player is one of five players to complete the career Grand Slam.

16. B – Sand wedge. Sarazen is credited with the 1935 invention.

17. True. Sarazen won the PGA Championship three times, the U.S. Open twice, as well as the Masters and British Open once each.

18. D – 11. Hagen won 11 majors, but failed to win the Masters with his best finish being T-11.

19. C – 1954. While this was the year the event was first televised, all four rounds weren’t televised until 1965.

20. C – Toyota Classic. This was never a PGA Tour event. The Honda Classic is an official event now, but not the Toyota Classic.

BLACK TEES

21. D – Francis Ouimet. Ouimet is frequently referred to as the “father of amateur golf.”

22. C – Roberto Di Vicenzo. This was his only major title.

23. B – Bobby Jones. Jones became the first player since John Ball in 1890 to win both the British Amateur and British Open in the same year.

24. B – Ben Hogan. Hogan failed to win the PGA Championship, as that tournament was won by Chick Harbert.

25. D – 11. In all, Nelson won 18 of 35 PGA tournaments that year.

26. A – Ben Hogan. Hogan won 63 professional tournaments despite the interruption of his career by World War II and the near-fatal car accident. He won the 1950 U.S. Open just eleven months after the February 1949 crash.

27. D – 6. Hogan won the U.S. Open three times, the Masters twice, and the British Open once following the crash, in which he suffered multiple injuries, including a double fracture of the pelvis, fractured collar bone, and a left ankle fracture.

28. B – Billy Casper. Of the 15 sub-par rounds posted in the tournament, three belonged to Casper.

29. C – 1968. Palmer won $3.6 million in prize money during his 52 years on the PGA Tour and Champions Tour, but through appearances, endorsements, etc. his estimated career earnings is said to be in the $875 million range.

30. D – Tom Watson. Watson won five tournaments, and there were seven first-time winners.





II. 1980s

QUESTIONS

Following Arnold Palmer, Gary Player, and Jack Nicklaus dominating the 1970s, the 1980s were a time for some new players to take over. There wasn’t one particular player to dominate, as a number of different players had years where they were stars of the game.

Notable players to emerge during this time included Greg Norman, Curtis Strange, Tom Watson, Seve Ballesteros and Lee Trevino. Nicklaus didn’t completely go away during this time, either. Three of his 15 majors came in the 80s.

“I always wanted to be the best I could be at whatever I did. I didn’t want to be the No. 1 golfer in the world. I just wanted to be as good as I could be. I work hard, I push myself hard, and I probably even expect too much of myself.”

–Greg Norman

“I didn’t learn how to swing a golf club until late in my career. And even though I won all those tournaments, I still struggled with consistency, and I relied on my strengths, which were hitting the ball long and high, and I could chip and putt with the best of ‘em.”

–Tom Watson

Answers for this section are on pages 19–22.

RED TEES

  1. What was Jack Nicklaus’s nickname?

A. The Golden Bear

B. The Lion

C. Gentle Giant

D. The Animal

  2. Which golfer won the British Open three out of four years from 1980–83?

A. Tom Watson

B. Jack Nicklaus

C. Seve Ballesteros

D. Hale Irvin

  3. Which golfer is nicknamed “The Walrus”?

A. Bernhard Langer

B. Craig Stadler

C. Hal Sutton

D. Bill Rogers

  4. True/False: The World Series of Golf was an official PGA Tour event in 1980.

WHITE TEES

  5. Which major was Jack Nicklaus’s 18th and final one?

A. Masters

B. U.S. Open

C. PGA Championship

D. British Open

  6. Which golfer was married to tennis star Chris Evert for less than 2 years?

A. Nick Faldo

B. Tom Kite

C. Jack Nicklaus

D. Greg Norman

  7. True/False: Jack Nicklaus’s first professional win was the U.S. Open.

  8. True/False: Fuzzy Zoeller won the Masters in his first appearance at the event.

  9. Which player won back-to-back U.S. Opens in 1988–89?

A. Curtis Strange

B. Tom Watson

C. Hale Irvin

D. Larry Nelson

10. True/False: In 1986, Greg Norman held the lead in every major after 54 holes, but only won one of them.

11. Tom Watson won eight major titles throughout his career, but never at which major tournament?

A. Masters

B. U.S. Open

C. British Open

D. PGA Championship

12. What is Sandy Lyle’s nationality?

A. American

B. Scottish

C. German

D. Canadian

13. True/False: Raymond Floyd was one major shy of the career Grand Slam, failing to win the Masters.

14. True/False: Tom Kite won 11 times in the 1980s, but none of the titles were majors.

15. True/False: Greg Norman was never the world’s No. 1 player.

16. How many majors did Johnny Miller win in the 1980s?

A. 0

B. 1

C. 2

D. 4

17. How many majors did Hal Sutton win?

A. 1

B. 3

C. 4

D. 5

BLACK TEES

18. What is the only Grand Slam tournament Lee Trevino did not win?

A. Masters

B. PGA Championship

C. British Open

D. U.S. Open

19. How old was Seve Ballesteros when he won his first Masters in 1980?

A. 23

B. 25

C. 30

D. 35

20. How many runner-up finishes in majors did Ben Crenshaw have before winning the 1984 Masters?

A. 2

B. 4

C. 5

D. 6

21. Who had the most PGA Tour wins in the 1986 season with four?

A. Jack Nicklaus

B. Tom Watson

C. Bob Tway

D. Greg Norman

22. In 1980, which golfer won the most tournaments on the PGA Tour (7) and also the most money?

A. Curtis Strange

B. Lee Trevino

C. Tom Watson

D. Craig Stadler

23. Who was the PGA Tour’s leading money winner in both 1981 and 1989?

A. Tom Watson

B. Tom Kite

C. Lee Trevino

D. Hale Irvin

24. Which 10-time PGA Tour winner, including three majors, didn’t take up golf until he was 21 because he served in U.S. Infantry in Vietnam?

A. Larry Nelson

B. Bill Rogers

C. Hal Sutton

D. Curtis Strange

25. How many years did Curtis Strange win the PGA Tour money title in the 1980s?

A. 0

B. 1

C. 3

D. 5

26. True/False: Lee Trevino’s final PGA Tour win was a major in the 1984 season.

27. Who was the 1989 PGA Tour’s Player of the Year?

A. Tom Kite

B. Tom Watson

C. Lee Trevino

D. Curtis Strange

28. Tom Watson and which player led the PGA Tour in wins during the 1984 season with three?

A. Denis Watson

B. Gary Koch

C. Curtis Strange

D. Fuzzy Zoeller

29. True/False: Bob Tway once made a 12 on the famous seventeeth hole at TPC Sawgrass.

30. Tom Watson won five out of six PGA Tour Player of the Year awards from 1977–82. Who won it in 1981?

A. Bill Rogers

B. Jack Nicklaus

C. Lanny Watkins

D. Bob Tway





II. 1980s

ANSWERS

RED TEES

1. A – The Golden Bear. The nickname came about in 1961 when Nicklaus and his wife Barbara went to Australia and there was a newspaper headline that read, “Golden Bear from U.S. to Arrive Today.” Nicklaus’s high school’s nickname was the golden bears, so it only seemed right to adopt the nickname since he was looking for a personal logo at the time.

2. A – Tom Watson. Watson also won the Masters and U.S. Open during this time.

3. B – Craig Stadler. Stadler has 13 career PGA Tour wins, including the 1982 Masters. The nickname comes from his trademark facial hair.

4. True. Tom Watson won the tournament, which was his 25th on Tour.

WHITE TEES

5. A – Masters. Nicklaus won the 1986 Masters by one stroke over Tom Kite and Greg Norman.

6. D – Greg Norman. It was reported the marriage ended because of “huge egos” for the pair. The two separated after 15 months following being married in June of 2008. It was Norman’s second marriage, while it was Evert’s third.

7. True. Nicklaus won the 1962 U.S. Open in a playoff over Arnold Palmer. The majority of his career wins took place in the 1980s.

8. True. The only two other golfers to have won the Masters in their debuts before him were Horton Smith and Gene Sarazen.

9. A – Curtis Strange. In 1988 he beat Nick Faldo in a playoff, and then the following year beat Chip Beck, Mark McCumber, and Ian Woosman by one stroke.

10. True. Despite leading every major after 54 holes, the only major victory Norman claimed that year was the British Open.

11. D – PGA Championship. Watson’s best finish in the tournament was T-2 in 1978.

12. B – Scotland. Lyle was born in England, but now lives in Scotland. He’s most known for winning the 1985 British Open and 1988 Masters.

13. False. Floyd won the Masters in 1976. He has won every major except the British Open.

14. True. Kite’s only major was the U.S. Open, which came in 1992.

15. False. Norman spent 331 weeks as the world’s No. 1 player beginning in 1986.

16. A – 0. Miller’s two majors came in 1973 and 1976.

17. A – 1. Sutton won the 1983 PGA Championship.

BLACK TEES

18. A – Masters. Trevino won every other major twice, but does not have a Masters title. His best finish is a tie for 10th.

19. A – 23. At the time, Ballesteros was the youngest player ever to win the Masters. That record was later broken by Tiger Woods.

20. C – 5. Crenshaw was even the runner-up in the 1983 Masters before he finally was able to claim the first of his two majors, both coming at Augusta.

21. C – Bob Tway. While Tway won the most tournaments that year, Greg Norman was the leading money winner.

22. C – Tom Watson. Watson’s seven wins included one major—the British Open.

23. B – Tom Kite. Kite only won one tournament in 1981, but three in 1989.

24. A – Larry Nelson. His three majors include two PGA Championships and a British Open.

25. C – 3. Strange was the PGA Tour money winner in 1985, 1987 and 1988. Overall, he won 17 PGA Tour events.

26. True. Trevino won the 1984 PGA Championship by four strokes over Gary Player and Lanny Watkins.

27. A – Tom Kite. Kite finished that year with three wins and was also the Tour’s leading money winner.

28. A – Denis Watson. All of his wins came in August and September, as he won the Buick Open, the NEC World Series of Golf, and the Panasonic Las Vegas Invitational.

29. True. It was the third round of the 2005 PLAYERS. He hit four balls into the water surrounding the island green.

30. A – Bill Rogers. Rogers won four tournaments that year and was fifth on the money list. One of his wins was at the British Open.
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