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To my wife, Joanne, who is a tower of strength and is always there for me when needed, especially for all the hours that it took to write this book. She has always been behind me 100 percent for all our time together.

To the memory of my mother, Natalie, and my father, Bill, who I both still miss. My father took me to see my first Eagles game at Shibe Park in 1948. We had season tickets in 1960 and we were there at Franklin Field when the Eagles beat the Packers and won the NFL championship in 1960. My parents were always there for me.

To the memory of my mother-in-law and father-in-law, Rosemary and John Stedeford.

To my stepsons; Mike, his wife Lori, our grandchildren, Kimberly, Anna, and Dominic; to Bill, his wife Linda, our grandson Adam, and our great granddaughters, Lily and Harper Rae; to John and Janet and to Jason, Gretchen, and Tyler.

I love them all.


Foreword

Skip Clayton is an original. An original what, I’m not sure. But nobody else is quite like him. Skip and I have been friends forever. He’s also been a great part of WBCB Radio in Levittown, Pennsylvania ever since I have been an owner of the station. That’s about twenty-five years.

When Skip wanders in on Mondays at about noon to get ready for his five o’clock Racing Wrap, I know that my peace and quiet are about to end. The Skipper launches into a barrage of trivia that causes your head to spin and your thoughts jog back anywhere in Eagles history.

There’s a reason my late friend, former Phillies Hall of Fame broadcaster Harry Kalas dubbed him “Memory Lane.” Skip has been a fixture in these parts for a long time and his passion for our teams has been unbelievable. His memory is razor sharp. That’s also one of my strengths, so when he starts firing Eagles questions, I am up for the challenge.

When he mentioned he was doing a book on Eagles trivia facts and records, I knew it would be packed with a lot more than just dates and scores. This man does his research.

For those of us who go back a ways, it will rekindle some fond remembrances. For young fans, it will prove enlightening.

When Skip Clayton takes on a project, the result is always a winner.

—Merrill Reese

Play-by-play voice of the Philadelphia Eagles

Philadelphia Eagles Hall of Fame, 2016


Introduction

After all these years it is still surprising that among the four major Philadelphia sports teams, the Eagles have gone the longest without a championship parade, but they remain the most popular team in town. They were never a tough ticket from the time they started play in 1933 up through 1959. It was always possible to get good tickets on game day. But that all changed in 1960 when the Eagles won their third and most recent NFL championship by beating the Green Bay Packers. Home games at Franklin Field started to sell out in 1961. Since that time, the Eagles started to take over the town. There were bad times where they had only one winning season between 1962 and 1977, but the fans were still coming to the games. You didn’t dare give up your season tickets. Their television ratings go through the roof regardless of what time of day or night they play. Big crowds even come to watch them practice in training camp. They haven’t won the Super Bowl yet and, to make matters worse, three expansion teams currently playing in the National Football Conference that came into the league after 1960 have won the Super Bowl—New Orleans, Seattle, and Tampa Bay.

I remember my dad taking me to my first Eagles game at Shibe Park in 1948. What a great year to start following the Eagles as they went on to win their first NFL championship that season.

One thing that I have forgotten was the first team I saw the Eagles play. I remember the score, 45–0, but the problem was the Eagles won three games that year by that exact score, with two of them being home games. It was either against the Boston Yanks or the Washington Redskins. It felt strange seeing a football game at Shibe Park. The field ran from the first base line to left field, and instead of seeing Del Ennis, Willie Jones, and Andy Seminick hitting home runs into the upper deck for the Phillies, it was Cliff Patton kicking extra points and field goals into the upper deck. Like all young guys, we had our favorite players, and mine were Steve Van Buren, easily one of the greatest running backs in NFL history, and Tommy Thompson, one of the greatest Eagles quarterbacks.

My parents and I joined St. Luke’s Episcopal Church in Germantown, and I was in the men and boys choir from 1947 to 1952. I am still a member there with my wife, Joanne. I still can remember Father Steele, who was the rector, had a dinner for the choir one night after Christmas and Frank Reagan, one of great players for Penn who would later join the Eagles to help them win the 1949 NFL championship, was our after dinner speaker. I still remember that night like it was yesterday.

It was great that the Eagles came back and won the 1949 NFL championship and were the only team to post back-to-back shutouts in championship games.

Things went downhill from there and it wasn’t until 1960 that the Eagles won their third NFL title. That season was the most exciting and my favorite. The Eagles were picked to finish no better than third or fourth in the Eastern Conference behind Cleveland and the New York Giants who had divided all the conference titles from 1950 to 1959 and went back to doing the same from 1961 to 1965. During the 1950s, Cleveland won three NFL championships and New York one.

This was the third season that the club was playing at Franklin Field. We had season tickets during that time and when the Eagles got to play Green Bay for the 1960 championship, we had first choice of seats for the game.

No one knew at the time that the Packers had a dynasty in the making. In fact, the Packers were favored to win the game but this was the year the Eagles were not going to be denied. Philadelphia won 11 games, counting the win over the Packers. No other team in the NFL won more than eight. They sold out only one regular season game at Franklin Field in 1960 but in 1961, sold out six of seven, and sellouts or close to sellouts became the rule rather than the exception.

We kept our season tickets through 1968, and when I became the Sports Director of WRCP Radio before the 1969 season, I began sitting in the press box where I remained through the 2006 season. I had seen a lot of football games at Franklin Field, and I remember sitting in the stands wondering what it would be like to sit up there. Walking up to the press box was no big deal since I was used to climbing the steps to get to our seats.

I was happy to see the Eagles move to Veterans Stadium in 1971 for a variety of reasons. One was it would be warmer on cold days in the press box which would be enclosed. There was no heat in the Franklin Field press box. There was an elevator to get up to the press box, the locker room was four times bigger, and the parking was fifty times better.

I sat through a lot of bad teams from the stands and the press box from 1962 to ’75. Things looked up when Dick Vermeil came in 1976, and in his fifth season, the team made it to the Super Bowl. That was a special year to be covering all the Philadelphia teams. The Phillies won the World Series and the 76ers and Flyers made it to the finals which all went six games.

Things dropped off from 1982 to ’85 until Buddy Ryan became coach. In his five years as head coach, the team made it to the playoffs three times (consecutively from 1988 to 1990). When Rich Kotite and Ray Rhodes coached the Eagles between 1991 and ’98, they made it to the playoffs three times but won only two games.

Andy Reid’s era had to be the best since the days of Greasy Neale. They went back to the NFC Championship Game in his third year and made it to the Super Bowl in his sixth season in 2004 but lost to the New England Patriots, who were the team of the decade.

I was able to cover Phillies, 76ers, and Flyers teams that won championships and had hoped that maybe I would cover an Eagles team that won the Super Bowl.

One thing that has never changed since 1960 is the Eagles have the most loyal fan base anywhere. When the opportunity came to do an Eagles book, I immediately agreed. Looking back at the memories of sitting in the stands and the press box, it has been a great run.
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FIRST QUARTER

ROOKIE LEVEL


FIRST QUARTER

ROOKIE LEVEL

(Answers begin on page 9)

We begin with simpler questions about the Eagles, from their early years in the 1930s through the eighty-four seasons the team has been in the NFL.

  1   Eagles owner Bert Bell came up with the idea of having a draft. He was able to convince other owners in the league at the time including George Halas of the Chicago Bears, Curly Lambeau of the Green Bay Packers, and Tim Mara of the New York Giants to go along with this. What city held the first draft in 1936?

  2   Who was the first quarterback that the Eagles drafted who made the Hall of Fame?

  3   The NFL once had a special bonus pick in the first round. The team earning the pick had the first overall pick regardless of where they finished. The Eagles won it once. Who did they select?

  4   MATCH THESE EAGLES WITH THE YEAR THEY WERE DRAFTED








	
1.   Bob Brown


	
a.   1982





	
2.   Harold Carmichael


	
b.   1999





	
3.   Randall Cunningham


	
c.   1964





	
4.   Donovan McNabb


	
d.   1971





	
5.   Mike Quick


	
e.   1985







  5   MATCH THESE EAGLES WITH THE ROUND THEY WERE DRAFTED








	
1.   Bobby Walston


	
a.   sixth





	
2.   Harold Carmichael


	
b.   eighth





	
3.   John Bunting


	
c.   fourteenth





	
4.   Wilbert Montgomery


	
d.   seventh





	
5.   Seth Joyner


	
e.   tenth





	
6.   Clyde Simmons


	
f.   ninth







  6   MATCH THESE EAGLES QUARTERBACKS WITH THE ROUND THEY WERE DRAFTED








	
1.   Sonny Jurgensen


	
a.   first





	
2.   Randall Cunningham


	
b.   third





	
3.   Donovan McNabb


	
c.   fourth





	
4.   Nick Foles


	
d.   second







  7   MATCH THESE EAGLES WITH THEIR CAREER-LEADING CATEGORY








	
1.   Most Touchdown Passes


	
a.   Reggie White





	
2.   Most Rushing Yards


	
b.   Brian Westbrook





	
3.   Most Receiving Yards


	
c.   David Akers





	
4.   Most Total Yards from Scrimmage


	
d.   Adrian Burk





	
5.   Most Sacks


	
e.   Donovan McNabb





	
6.   Most Seasons Played


	
f.   LeSean McCoy





	
7.   Most Points


	
g.   Harold Carmichael





	
8.   Most Punts


	
h.   Chuck Bednarik







  8   When Donovan McNabb became the starting quarterback during the 1999 season, who did he replace?

  9   MATCH THESE EAGLES WITH THEIR NICKNAME








	
1.   Chuck Bednarik


	
a.   Dutchman





	
2.   Bob Brown


	
b.   Smackover





	
3.   Ron Jaworski


	
c.   Wildman





	
4.   Pete Retzlaff


	
d.   Concrete Charlie





	
5.   Clyde Scott


	
e.   Baron





	
6.   Norm Van Brocklin


	
f.   The Minister of Defense





	
7.   Reggie White


	
g.   The Boomer





	
8.   Norm Willey


	
h.   Jaws







10   What player drafted by the Eagles in 1950 didn’t join the team until 1951 but played two years in the National Basketball Association with the Minneapolis Lakers instead.

11   Which Maxwell Award winner was drafted by the Eagles in 1956 and was arrested when he came to the banquet to pick up his award?

12   I played on the 1960 Eagles after being drafted by Green Bay in 1959. After playing only one game with the Packers that season, I spent eight years with the Eagles and was traded to the Baltimore Colts in 1968. The last game I played in was Super Bowl III when the Colts were upset by the New York Jets. Later on, I appeared in the both the movie version of M*A*S*H and the television series. Who am I?

13   There have been four Eagles head coaches that played for the team. Name them. Hint: All four had also served as assistant coaches with the Eagles.

14   What former Eagles coach won a Super Bowl with another team?

15   Who was the first Eagles coach to win his first three games?

16   Who was the only Eagles coach to be selected to the Pro Football Hall of Fame strictly as a coach?

17   George Allen was credited with the nickel defense, but it originated in Philadelphia. Who was the Eagles assistant coach that devised the five-man backfield?

18   During a home game in 1968, an airplane flew over the field with a sign behind it stating,___Must Go. Who was the coach?

19   Buck Shaw was hired as the Eagles coach in 1958 and was the last Eagles coach to win the NFL championship. Vince McNally interviewed an assistant coach before hiring Shaw, and he later was voted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame. Who was he?

20   Two former Eagles players later became head coaches and won the Super Bowl. Who were they?

21   Buddy Ryan coached the Eagles from 1986 to ’90. Match the player with what Ryan had to say about him.








	
1.   “All he does is catch touchdown passes.”


	
a.   Luis Zendejas





	
2.   “He looks like a reject guard out of the USFL.”


	
b.   Chris Carter





	
3.   “A medical reject.”


	
c.   Earnest Jackson





	
4.   “I would trade him for a six-pack that doesn’t have to be cold.”


	
d.   Michael Haddix





	
5.   “Why would I try to hurt him?”


	
e.   Keith Byars







22   Of the seven home stadiums that the Eagles have played in, name the only two they won their first game in.

23   During the lifespan of the Eagles, there have been three other professional football teams that have called Philadelphia home. What were they called and what league did they play in?

24   The Eagles have had five players that were voted MVP of the Pro Bowl. Who was the most recent?

25   All the Big 5 schools in college basketball at one time or another had college football teams. Penn, Temple, and Villanova are still fielding teams. La Salle ended its program after 2007 and Saint Joseph’s dropped football after the 1939 season. A track star from the Saint Joseph’s Hawks made the Eagles roster in 1976. Who was he?


ROOKIE LEVEL ANSWERS

1 Philadelphia was the first city to host the NFL draft at the Ritz-Carlton Hotel in 1936. The draft was held twelve more times there:

1944—Warwick Hotel

1949-1950, 1953-1954, 1956 (first three rounds)—Bellevue-Stratford Hotel

1957—Warwick Hotel (first four rounds)

1958-1961—Warwick Hotel

2017—Benjamin Franklin Parkway

From 1956 to 1959, the NFL had two draft sessions. In the 1957 draft, the Eagles picked right after Cleveland, who took Jim Brown with the sixth pick in the first round. Brown turned out to be arguably the greatest running back in NFL history. The Eagles selected Clarence Peaks followed by Billy Ray Barnes, Tommy McDonald, and Sonny Jurgensen.

2 Sonny Jurgensen from Duke in the fourth round in 1957.

They have drafted six quarterbacks in the first round:








	1936—Jay Berwanger
	University of Chicago



	1939—Davey O’Brien
	Texas Christian University



	1949—Frank Tripuka
	University of Notre Dame



	1972—John Reaves
	University of Florida



	1999—Donovan McNabb
	Syracuse University



	2016—Carson Wentz
	North Dakota State University





“That was my best draft in 1957 when we drafted [Clarence] Peaks, [Billy Ray] Barnes, [Tommy] McDonald, and Jurgensen, 1-2-3-4 in that order,” said former general manager Vince McNally, “because they all made the club right away. When I talked to Bud Wilkinson, who was the coach at Oklahoma, I said, ‘Can you be honest with me about McDonald and what are his chances in pro ball’ and he told me he has one chance and put him on the outside where nobody can get near him. Give him a lot of daylight and you are going to have a good football player and that was what we did. I knew that Jurgensen was going to be great because of the information that I got. I sent Charlie Gauer, one of our assistant coaches, down there to Duke to see him.” Jurgensen was inducted in the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 1983.

Jay Berwanger never played for the Eagles. The Eagles traded the first recipient of the Heisman Trophy to the Chicago Bears, but Berwanger couldn’t come to terms on a contract with them and never played in the NFL.

Davey O’Brien played only the 1939 and 1940 seasons before retiring and joining the FBI. In 1938, O’Brien became the first player to win the Heisman and Maxwell Award in the same year. In his final game against Washington at Griffith Stadium, he set three NFL records at the time for most attempts in a game with 60, most completions with 33, and most yards passing with 316. O’Brien also stood out on defense in 1940, intercepting four passes. In 1981, the Davey O’Brien Award was established and is given to the best quarterback in college football.

[image: image]

Sonny Jurgensen (9) and Tommy McDonald in 1961. AP Photo/Paul Vathis.

Frank Tripuka graduated from Notre Dame in 1949 and never played for the Eagles, instead they traded him to the Detroit Lions. His son, Kelly, also a graduate of Notre Dame, made his mark in basketball, playing 10 years in the NBA.

John Reaves spent three years with the Eagles, mostly as a backup to Pete Liske and Roman Gabriel. Reaves was traded to Cincinnati in 1975.

Donovan McNabb spent 11 years with the Eagles and rewrote the Eagles record book for quarterbacks. After the 2009 season, he was traded to Washington, the second time the Eagles sent a top quarterback to Washington (Jurgensen had been traded to the Redskins in 1964).

Carson Wentz was the most recent quarterback to be drafted in the first round, and when Sam Bradford was traded right before the 2016 season began, he took over as the starter and won his first three starts.

3 Chuck Bednarik in 1949.

The National Football League made the first overall pick a bonus pick determined by a lottery starting in 1947. This practice was dropped after 1958. The Eagles would have had the last pick in the first round after winning the championship a year earlier if they hadn’t won the lottery for the only time. Bednarik had been a two-time All-American at Penn, won the Maxwell Award as the College Player of the Year, and finished third in voting for the Heisman Trophy in 1948.

Bednarik set the club record for the most years with the Eagles (14). He was selected All-Pro 10 times, was picked for eight Pro Bowls, was selected to the 1950s All-Decade Team as well as the NFL 75th Anniversary All-Time Team. His most memorable moment was being the last of the 60-minute men when he went both ways in the Eagles win over Green Bay at Franklin Field in 1960 to win the NFL championship when he stopped the Packers, Jim Taylor on the eight-yard line on the last play of the game.
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