




[image: image]









[image: image]





SUPERSTARS OF SOCCER


Ronaldinho Gaúcho
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Place on the World Stage


•Twice elected the world's best player (2004, 2005)


•Won the World Cup with Brazil in 2002


•Won the FIFA Confederations Cup with Brazil in 2005


•Helped FC Barcelona win the Champions League in 2006


•In 2009, elected “Player of the Decade” by World Soccer magazine
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Chapter One


Ronaldo de Assis Moreira, known as “Ronaldinho,” was twice voted World Player of the Year by FIFA.


A New Superstar
Arrives


WATCHING THE BRAZILIAN SUPERSTAR RONALDINHO play at his peak was like seeing someone who has made an agreement with the ball—it responded to his commands with total obedience. Ronaldinho is a magician with the ball at his feet and has been compared to the greatest players of all time, including his countryman Pelé and the Argentine star Diego Maradona. With his brilliant moves, he is able to delight and amaze everyone who loves to watch soccer. For all clubs for which he lent his talent, he proved it is possible to combine efficiency, speed and subtle touch, lightness, power, and determination. Elected twice as the best player in the world, Ronaldinho turns soccer fields into a stage for his fine art of playing football.


A New Genius Comes to Brazilian football


João and Miguelina de Assis Moreira’s third son, Ronaldo de Assis Moreira, was born in Porto Alegre, a town in southern Brazil, at 3:20 AM on March 21 , 1980. His father João was a welder who worked on cars in his spare time. His mother Miguelina was a nurse and salesperson.


Young Ronaldo’s passion for soccer started early in his own home. He was inspired and encouraged by his older brother, Roberto Assis, who was considered a promising soccer player in Porto Alegre. Ronaldo spent most of his first five years with a ball at his feet. One of the family’s main entertainments was lining up chairs in a row and dribbling around them or passing the ball under the chair legs. Those who watched Ronaldo probably never imagined that in the future he would do the same thing against some of the best defenders in the world. “I love to dribble,” the star player later said. “I learned at my house, when I played between the furniture and chairs or in the garden with my dog. That was my pleasure.”




Personal File


Name: Ronaldo de Assis Moreira


Nicknames: Dinho, Gaúcho, Ronny, R10


Birthplace: Porto Alegre, Brazil


Nationality: Brazilian


Zodiac Sign: Aries


Height: 5 feet 11 inches (1.81 m)


Twitter: @10Ronaldinho


Position: Midfielder


Number Shirt in Flamengo: 10


Record: Has scored more than 260 professional goals, as well as 33 goals for Brazil.
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