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Words to Understand
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excelling: Doing very well or going beyond what people expect.


stability: When something has stability it doesn’t change; it stays pretty much the same.


sacrifices: Giving up something so that something else that’s better can exist.
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TOUGH BEGINNINGS


The year is 2013, and LeBron James is sweaty and exhausted as he looks up into the crowd. The auditorium is filled with his team’s fans. They are clapping and cheering, because the Miami Heat just won its second NBA championship in a row. Throughout his basketball career, LeBron James has earned a lot of awards. He has competed for his home team and even for his country. As a member of the U.S. Olympic basketball team, he has won two Olympic gold medals. And in 2013, LeBron was named the Most Valuable Player (MVP) of the NBA finals.


LOOKING BACK


Being named MVP is nothing new to LeBron. In fact, this was his fourth time to receive the award. As he comes forward to make a speech, he is asked how he deals with the many pressures of competing. Professional athletes get asked this question all the time.


LeBron takes a moment to think before answering the question. Then he responds very plainly, “I can’t worry what everybody says about me. I am LeBron James. From Akron, Ohio. From the inner city. I am not even supposed to be here.” The crowd cheers before LeBron continues. “That’s enough. Every night, I walk into the locker room; I see a number 6 with James on the back . . . I’m blessed.”
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LeBron’s started his life in Akron, Ohio, far from the beaches and lights of Miami. LeBron hasn’t forgotten where he started, though. He may not play for an Ohio team, but LeBron’s childhood made him into the man he is today.


When LeBron says he isn’t supposed to be there, he is referring to how far he has come in life. Until he entered middle school, LeBron lived in some of the poorest neighborhoods of Akron. As a child from the inner city, the odds were against LeBron. Children from the inner city rarely have a lot of money growing up. Getting a good education isn’t easy for these children. Finding a great basketball coach can be even harder.


Against all odds, LeBron rose to the occasion. He played basketball and was very good at it. Failure was not an option for LeBron. Even when life got hard, he kept trying. Today we know LeBron’s hard work has paid off. His story shows us that you can become anything you set your mind to if you are dedicated enough. With a little help from his family and friends, LeBron became one of the most famous basketball players of all time. And he shows no signs of slowing down.


EARLY LIFE


LeBron Raymone James was born on December 30, 1984, in Akron, Ohio. His mother, Gloria James, was only sixteen years old. LeBron’s father, Anthony McClelland, had no interest in raising his own child. He was an ex-convict and had spent a lot of time in prison. As a result, LeBron never met his father. This forced Gloria to raise LeBron alone. Her two brothers, Terry and Curt, helped out when they could.


Being a teenage mother and single parent made Gloria’s life very difficult. She struggled to give LeBron the life she knew he deserved. It was hard for her to make enough money to support them both, because Gloria had a hard time finding a steady job. Gloria couldn’t make enough money for her and LeBron to live on their own. So LeBron spent his first few years living with his mother in his grandmother’s house.


When Gloria’s mother died, Gloria couldn’t pay the bills. The house they lived in was taken away by the city. A little while later, it was destroyed. Gloria and the young LeBron were forced to move around a lot after that. They stayed in apartments in some of the poorest neighborhoods in the city. LeBron and Gloria moved twelve times when he was between five and eight years old. The streets of the neighborhoods they lived in were often filled with crime and violence.
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