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  CHAPTER




  1




  As I AM IS SUPER




  On June 24, 2008, 27-year-old Alicia Keys showed audiences at the BET Awards why her latest album, As I Am, had become another in a string of hit records. She also demonstrated the talent that had won her so many awards that Billboard magazine ranked her at number eighty among the top-100 artists of all time.
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    Music superstar Alicia Keys proudly holds her award for Best Female R&B Artist backstage at the 2008 BET Awards. That night she showed the range of her talent as she performed hit songs from the 1990s and was honored for the amazing success of her album As I Am.


  




  A PERSONAL RECORD




  That night, Alicia performed the hit song “Teenage Love Affair” from As I Am. (Rolling Stone magazine rated the song twenty-third among the top-100 songs of 2007.) She also displayed her range and appreciation of other genres of music by performing several hit R&B (rhythm and blues) songs from the 1990s with the songs’ original artists, such as TLC and En Vogue. It was no surprise that she was awarded the Best Female R&B Artist that night.
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    Alicia’s album, As I Am, showed fans a new direction in her music and was praised by critics. The New York Times commented, “As I Am radiates not just confidence but also experience,” while People magazine noted that Alicia “continues to scale artistic heights.”


  




  Even before the BET Awards, Alicia had already enjoyed several months of extraordinary success thanks to As I Am. Introspective and personal, the album marked another step on the ladder of Alicia’s artistic development. She acknowledged how the album signaled a new direction for her. “It definitely marks a new chapter. With this album, it was all about my own personal self-awareness.”




  

    BETting On Success




    In 2001, to recognize the achievements of minorities in fields such as entertainment and sports, the Black Entertainment Television Network established the BET Awards. Alicia has won the award for the Best Female R&B Artist three times—in 2005, 2008, and 2010. She also won for Best New Artist in 2002.




    The award the performers receive is based on three words: aspire, ascend, and achieve. The numerous categories for the musical performing arts include R&B, gospel, and hip-hop artists. As of 2011, Beyoncé was the mostnominated artist.




    One of the most prestigious categories is the Lifetime Achievement Award. Past winners include Al Green, Diana Ross, Gladys Knight, and James Brown.




    Another notable category is the Humanitarian Award. Previous winners of the Humanitarian Award include Don Cheadle, Quincy Jones, Danny Glover, and Muhammad Ali.
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    Alicia’s beauty and poise have been evident since she first burst onto the music scene. Her music awards and charity work have made fans want to see more of her. As a result, she has made numerous appearances on magazine covers and television programs.


  




  Released in mid-November 2007, As I Am had been a sensation from the beginning. It sold 742,000 copies in its first week of issue. Just ten hours after the album’s first single, “No One,” had been sent to radio stations, it became one of the fastest-moving and highest-charting singles on the Billboard Hot R&B/Hip-Hop song list. At the end of the year, Rolling Stone ranked the record among the top-fifty albums of 2007. Even though it was released late in the year, the record was 2007’s fourth best-selling album.




  As I AM CONTINUES TO SHINE




  As the new year arrived, As I Am picked up momentum. Early in January, the RIAA (Recording Industry Association of America), which tracks record sales, certified the album triple platinum, which means it has sold over one million copies.




  At the Grammy Awards on February 10, 2008, Alicia and her single “No One” received more honors—Best Female R&B Vocal Performance and Best R&B Song. Alicia once again demonstrated her comfort with different musical styles and eras. She opened the show by singing a duet with a video image of Frank Sinatra on his song “Learnin’ the Blues.”
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“IHAVE BROTHERS, SISTERS, NIECES, NEPH-
EWS, UNCLES, AND COUSINS, OF EVERY
RACE AND HUE, SCATTERED ACROSS THREE
CONTINENTS, AND FOR AS LONG AS I LIVE,
1 WILL NEVER FORGET THAT IN NO OTHER
COUNTRY ON EARTH IS MY STORY EVEN
POSSIBLE.”

“WE MAY HAVE DIFFERENT STORIES, BUT
WE HOLD COMMON HOPES.... WE MAY NOT
LOOK THE SAME AND WE MAY NOT HAVE
COME FROM THE SAME PLACE, BUT WE ALL
WANT TO MOVE IN THE SAME DIRECTION—
TOWARDS A BETTER FUTURE....”

—BARACK OBAMA, 44TH PRESIDENT OF
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
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