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This book is dedicated to my youngest child,
Prophet Yakim Manasseh Robert Jordan.
My prayer is that you understand and demonstrate
these dynamic spiritual and metaphysical principles
for your generation and help others to
reach for their greatness.
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The world is filled with grim news about the economy. As I was putting the finishing touches on this book, unemployment in the United States was hovering above 9.5 percent, its highest level in more than twenty-five years. More than nine million jobs had been lost since the economy hit its peak. More than three million homeowners were expected to go into foreclosure. Credit card defaults were at an all-time high. The litany of pain, confusion, loss, and poverty seemed endless.


The word recession means “the act of receding or withdrawing.” In terms of the Divine economy, God is in recession because we as human beings have been receding, withdrawing, from the core principles that create not only temporal but spiritual wealth. In our haste to acquire material possessions for their own sake and to pursue more while sacrificing better, we let ourselves forget about the realities of self and Mind that brought wealth to us in the first place. We were blinded by greed and distracted by the promise of quick riches and the flash of the new, the seductive, and the temporary.


In The Laws of Prosperity, you will find, in addition to brilliant ideas from New Thought leaders such as John Shelby Spong and Marianne Williamson, thoughts from leaders of business and finance, from Steve Forbes to Alan Greenspan. These people represent the modern economy for better or worse, and we cannot ignore their wisdom (or lack of wisdom) as we come to understand not just how we can create greater, deeper prosperity for ourselves but how we can help steer our culture back toward an emphasis on the wealth of consciousness and away from shallow, empty pursuits of riches for their own sake.


You will leave these pages with the fundamental education you require to become an expert in financial thinking. Forget about financial planning; if your thinking isn’t right, you won’t have any money to plan or manage. You will develop a greater ability to:


• Recognize hubris


• Set aside greed


• Create security for yourself and your family


• Pull yourself out of a financial crisis


• Get and stay out of debt


• Reorient your values toward what makes you truly happy


• Establish a never-ending stream of Divine wealth flowing toward you


• Live more fully, happily, and generously


• Escape the cycle of boom and bust


• Build your own personal microeconomy based on the infinite power of Mind


The failure of our society, which led to the economic disasters that befell our culture, was born of hubris. The Bible says that “pride goeth before a fall,” and hubris is a particularly dangerous breed of pride. In essence, it means “overbearing pride and arrogance that leads to self-destruction.” Victor Frankenstein, of the novel Frankenstein, is a good example of hubris. The good doctor thought that he could defy the laws of God and nature and restore life to the dead, but he ended up creating a monster. We have done the same thing with the world’s economy—created a monster—because we chose to ignore the essential laws of God’s economy, which underlie the earthly economy. In doing so, we crafted a catastrophe out of equal parts avarice, self-indulgence, and self-delusion that the price paid would not have to match the thing gained. We allowed ourselves to drift away from the wisdom that drives the Divine economy, and we have seen the results.


GOD’S ECONOMIC POLICY


What cosmic economic laws did we ignore? The very laws that allowed the enlightened among us to tap into the true source of all abundance, the Mind. These are the mechanisms ordained by God to turn the wheels of the universal economic system:


1. Each of us is God pressed out into the physical world; we are agents of the Divine, each with a small aspect of the Divine purpose.


2. Each of us has a Mind that is embedded in the substance of the One-Mind and entangled with all other Minds.


3. Because all things, beings, and moments in time are part of the wholeness of God (who can also be thought of as Consciousness), God creates by becoming that which he wishes to manifest. As I explain in my book Cosmic Economics, when you begin to enter into higher consciousness, you begin to say, “I am that.” It takes you beyond the surface understanding that “God is in the bird” or “God is in the elephant” or “God is in man.” It goes deeper than that. God is the bird. God is the elephant. God is the man. God is you—and this is what is known as “I Am.”


4. We can create new wealth, people, or opportunity in the material world only by doing as God does, by stating I Am that which we intend to manifest. Intention does matter. Whatever the Mind focuses its attention on is what becomes our reality.


Those are the fundamental principles of operating within the Divine economy. We are creatures not of body, but of Mind, and we must follow the edicts of the Divine system if we are to materialize new businesses, homes, relationships, and health in our lives. We must understand that we are not the source of what comes to us; we are merely the conduits, and we must approach the universe with humility and self-awareness. Sadly, in recent years many of us have not done this. Instead, as we began to believe that we could experience infinite financial growth without consequences, we began to believe that we, not God, were the sources of our good fortune. The Bible says that we cannot serve both God and Mammon, so we chose Mammon. Mammon is the disproportionate affection for money that distorts our sense of reality. In placing Mammon above God, we began to follow a new set of false principles:


1. Humans are the essential source of wealth and prosperity.


2. We create wealth and abundance by manipulating markets and working endlessly. Our minds are merely tools to allow us to create new tools to manipulate markets.


3. Values such as thrift, moderation, generosity, and common sense are optional and easy to abandon.


4. We have no higher purpose beyond the continual gathering of more.


It is easy to see how adopting such empty, self-absorbed ideas could bring us down as individuals, along with the entire national and global economic systems. When we give up orienting our Minds on our desires and instead believe that we are sufficient to bring about changes to the fundamental nature of the world, we fail. Arrogant, self-important financial kings deluded themselves into thinking that “this time is different,” that they could rewrite the economic laws. Some simply lied and cheated their way to ruin. Millions of people bought into the lies, setting aside their disciplined minds to grasp at wealth that seemed easy and available.


But we are not the source of our wealth or plenty. We have never been. God is the ultimate source, and his Divine nature grants us the power to order and manifest whatever kind of reality we can create. All new things—inventions, governments, works of art, even religious creeds—begin as ideas in a fertile Mind skilled at manifestation. We have only to hold the I Am in our minds, and gradually the forces of the universe pool and gather like an accumulating electrical current to break into the material plane and give us our desire. That is the nature of God’s economy. But when we turn our backs on that truth, we betray everything God has given us. We betray ourselves and what Abraham Lincoln called “the better angels of our nature.”


ABUNDANCE LIES WITHIN


Abundance and lack exist in the Mind before they exist in the physical world. When times are hard, you must first look within at how your Mind is shaping the world around you. Are you adhering to your core values and orienting your Mind on them at all times? If you are, then you will know it, because those values will become manifest. If a woman who defines wealth as fidelity and freedom from debt bases her entire being on those values, they will constantly come into her orbit. She will enjoy a faithful mate and debt will rarely stay around for long. But if she tosses away those fundamental values and lets her mind be drawn to the shallow, base pursuit of mere things, she will focus on what she does not have. That lack will infect her mind, and eventually it will become her reality.


No matter how we act, the Laws do not change; the Mind is always shaping the fabric of reality on the spiritual level. Spirit and Mind are of the same stuff. When you narrow the power of the mind with your intention and state I Am that which you desire, that power is creative. When you let thoughts of greed, anxiety, and envy run loose, they turn the Mind’s power against you. Your wayward thinking becomes a self-fulfilling prophecy.


THE LAWS OF PROSPERITY


There is nothing inherently wrong with money. It is a tool to be used according to the spirit that possesses it. Money is God’s power for change in the human world. Little changes without money, which is why organizations that fight hunger or try to find cures for disease always ask for money. Money moves people and brings ideas into being. It can be a holy thing. But many of us are seduced by Mammon, which can make us think we are masters of the universe and that we have it all figured out. It makes us ignore God, and worse, ignore the fact that we are God.


If you surrendered some of your core values to pursue the easy money or to chase the temporary high of acquisition, then you did bring some of your misfortune upon yourself. Happily, there is a path back to prosperity.


Discovering and acting on the Laws of Prosperity is the way to reorient your Mind, prevent future sliding into a valueless state, and enhance your own ability to create wealth and abundance for yourself and others. You will discover a new ability to transform your Mind to radiate abundance and health in concert with your dearest values. You will end your financial woes. You will redefine your earthly existence. You will find harmony with your true purpose. Abundance lies within each of us when it translates into values, action, consistency, and wisdom. In the hands of someone Divinely Enlightened, money is a positive force for fulfilling God’s Plan.


Based on the teachings of the Bible, I suggest these as what we might consider the Laws of God, Economist.


The Law of Clarity—See today’s situation as it truly is, rather than hiding in comfortable self-delusion.


The Law of Compensation—When one thing goes out of your life, another enters to compensate and maintain balance.


The Law of Debt—You cannot escape your obligations.


The Law of Discipline—If something appears to be an easy path to prosperity, it is probably false.


The Law of Divine Purpose—If God denies you wealth, it’s because you were doing the wrong things with it.


The Law of Employment—Idleness is a waste of Divine energy.


The Law of Entanglement—Each of us is connected to, or entangled with, every other Mind in the cosmos. This can also be called the Law of One-Mind.


The Law of Fertility—You can till the soil of your economic future today with the right deeds and thoughts.


The Law of Hidden Patterns—Life is like the stock market: there are patterns underlying what appears to be chaos. You never know when the “bounce” is going to happen that will change your fortunes.


The Law of Humility—Being humble leads to the willingness to make wealth-creating changes.


The Law of Investment—Money begets money, and prosperous thought begets prosperous thought.


The Law of Mental Capital—You will gain when you allow other people to tap the power of your Mind for their benefit.


The Law of Obstacles—Failure is God’s classroom. Attend class.


The Law of Parsimony—The simplest solution is the best one.


The Law of Quantum Abundance—Reality operates at the quantum level, in which all your opportunities already exist, waiting to be perceived by your Mind.


The Law of Recession—Sometimes, things in your life contract or pull away, but it is always for a good reason.


The Law of Rising Tide—What is good for everyone is also good for you.


The Law of Service—Assisting someone in economic need delivers assistance for you.


The Law of the Contract—If you want something specific in your experience, then you must create a contract with God and the Universe to achieve it.


The Law of Values—You must always be guided by core values that lock your mind on your desires.


YOUR DIVINE STIMULUS PLAN


As you learn and master these twenty laws, you will discover that they make up your personal Divine Stimulus Plan. Where the US president’s financial stimulus plan was designed to spark spending and investment in the corporeal world, this spiritual stimulus is intended to spark activity in the true source of economic growth, your Mind. Discovering the potential of the laws and your ability to put them into action will stimulate you both to find the Divine spark of prosperity in yourself and to rediscover the essence of any personal values you may have set aside in the past few years because pursuing material wealth seemed more important. Let me tell you this: when you become wealthy in Spirit and Mind, your hands will overflow with material wealth!


In hope, peace, and wealth,


E. Bernard Jordan
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THE LAW OF CLARITY
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CORE PRINCIPLES


• The unenlightened Mind naturally seeks out that which comforts it, real or not.


• Self-delusion is the root of misfortune.


• Seeing the true situation clearly empowers us to take productive action and manifest change.





We are all weak, finite, simple human beings, standing in the need of prayer. None need it so much as those who think they are strong, those who know it not, but are deluded by self-sufficiency.


—Harold C. Phillips


In 2009, investment guru Bernard Madoff announced to the world that he was guilty of running the largest Ponzi scheme in the history of mankind and that his perfidy had cost his investors—many of whom were (normally) savvy, educated businesspeople and financial professionals—more than $50 billion. Because Madoff had simply used funds from later investors to repay earlier ones and absconded with much of the money himself, a staggering amount of wealth, including the life’s savings of thousands of families, vaporized overnight.


Why was this possible? As Sheldon Filger, founder of Global EconomicCrisis.com, wrote, “Among the multitude of Madoff clients who were literally picked clean of their life savings, I was struck by the contradiction between their apparent intelligence and acute naiveté.”1 Madoff attracted new investors by walking and talking the part, schmoozing Wall Street and Securities and Exchange Commission officials to say glowing things about him and, most of all, by promising outrageous returns of up to 46 percent annually. To give you some perspective, the annual average for the stock market over the last fifty years has been 8 percent annually.


The attractive power of this ridiculous promise is instructive for us as we begin our journey into the Laws of Prosperity. Common sense teaches us, usually by the time we are in middle school, that we cannot get something for nothing. Cosmic balance dictates that an equal price must be paid for everything we acquire. You probably discovered this principle when you sent away for a pair of X-ray glasses advertised on the back of a comic book only to find that they didn’t work, or when you ate an entire box of cereal to get the toy at the bottom and discovered to your disappointment that it was cheap plastic and broke in five minutes. As human beings, we seem to have a bottomless talent for deluding ourselves about what someone else can and is offering us (we see silver when it’s really a ball of tinfoil); what we could have in that exact time and place (no matter intentions, perseverance, or skills, a person stranded on a desert island cannot eat a gourmet five-course meal that night); and most important and most difficult to self-detect, what we truly want.


It was this that allowed Madoff to wreak such havoc and destroy so many lives. Investors who should have known better flocked to his company because their greed overwhelmed their common sense. In fact they did know better. They engaged in the self-delusion—amid warnings from wiser people (including their mothers) that “if something seems too good to be true, it probably is”—believing it would be different for them this time. They wanted to feel smarter than other investors, part of an insiders’ club. They wanted to reap the rewards—both money and superiority—of their wisdom. Sadly, many of them have reaped only poverty, with some former Madoff clients forced to forage for food in dumpsters.


SEE THINGS CLEARLY OR DON’T LOOK


The great Bishop John Shelby Spong wrote, “Integrity and honesty, not objectivity and certainty, are the highest virtues to which the theological enterprise can aspire. From this perspective, all human claims to possess objectivity, certainty, or infallibility are revealed as nothing but the weak and pitiable pleas of frantically insecure people who seek to live in an illusion because reality has proved to be too difficult.”2 That is the essence of the Law of Clarity.




THE LAW OF CLARITY


You must see yourself, the world around you, your situation, and your opportunities with absolutely clear vision and brutal honesty if you are to bring about positive change and abundance.





According to this law, self-delusion is the root of all poverty. Let us remember that in the great economic system laid down by God as part of the fundament of the material world, Mind is the currency. Money is merely a physical manifestation of the Mind’s power to bring about change. Well, if your mind is locked in on something that denies truth or warps reality, your mental power will buy you exactly what you shop for. In other words, when you are fixed on self-delusion (that which is not real), you manifest that which cannot endure.


You may be thinking, But I’m no Bernie Madoff. Just as he “used his powers for evil,” couldn’t I work for good? In prior teachings, I have instructed (and many great New Thought leaders have instructed before me) that with your Divine Mind, when you orient your thoughts to become the thing that you desire and you never waiver, you can achieve virtually anything in this world, even the supposedly impossible. So would it not be possible for an enlightened individual to state his I Am, shape his mind to become the riches he seeks, and bring a 46 percent return on investment into his material experience?


In theory, yes. However, that scenario ignores the fact that no matter how deep and abiding the self-created illusion, some aspect of the mind always knows the underlying truth. The Mind is our conduit to God, and God sees through all falsehoods. Even when you are lying to yourself, some part of you knows it. Everyone has experienced this when gambling, trying to lose weight, or assessing a troubled romantic relationship; even when we convince ourselves that everything will be all right, that Divine component of our Mind that cannot be deceived says, “No, this is the truth.” Whether we choose to listen or not often determines how our lives progress.


So when you fix your attention on something that appears promising, such as an unheard-of financial return, you may believe that because your Mind is focused on that outcome, it will come to pass. But the Divine Mind knows that your attention is born of fear, desperation, or avarice, and those are the things you will ultimately manifest! It is impossible to entertain even the deepest self-delusion without part of the Mind knowing the truth. You are better not to discover your impossible dream at all than to delude yourself into thinking it’s real, setting aside all other priorities to bring it into your material reality, and wreaking havoc on your world.


The antidote for this self-destructive pattern is to obey the Law of Clarity and learn to recognize and attend that “still, small voice” that sees through the promises of money, power, and love. Clarity means doing what is alluded to in Matthew in the Bible, removing the plank from your eye so that in all circumstances you can perceive things the way they are, not the way you would wish them to be. Persian poet and mystic Jalal ad-Din Rumi said, “Everyone sees the unseen in proportion to the clarity of his heart, and that depends upon how much he has polished it. Whoever has polished it more sees more—more unseen forms become manifest to him.”3


SELF-DELUSION ENTANGLES YOU IN LIES


Those who invested with Madoff, who bought homes they could not afford at the urging of unscrupulous mortgage brokers, who spent far beyond their means, discovered one of the basic principles of self-delusion: it is a communal, collaborative phenomenon. When you delude yourself about wealth, debt, or an opportunity, you cast your lot in with others doing the same. They are either engaging in and therefore empowering the delusion, or they are manipulating it for their own gain.


Thus, lies breed lies, and the inability to see past one’s desires to what is real and in accord with the Divine Will simply spreads the disease. This is obvious when you break down the economic collapse we have experienced, especially as it concerns real estate. If you wanted to take on a mortgage that you could not afford, and you lived on an island, that would only affect your own prosperity. But we are all interconnected, each of us a thread in the great fabric that God is always weaving. Millions of individuals, each thinking he or she was acting alone, took out “toxic” mortgages, and those mortgages then became mortgage-backed securities, which are to blame for much of our national economic crisis. When they defaulted on those mortgages, the entire house of cards (pun intended) crashed down. Individuals fed the self-delusion and made it grow. That happens in this corporeal life when wishful thinking replaces Divine goals.


Self-delusion entangles you not only in your own lies but in the lies of others. It’s not that you cannot use your Mind to bring forth what is improbable. You can! The cosmos is designed for you to tap God’s economic stream of Spirit energy to create wealth, security, health, and joy—even if others think you’re crazy for wanting a mansion. But the underlying thoughts you hold in your Mind can bless or taint the result, and self-delusion is always based on deception, avarice, and fear. Like crops grown in poisoned soil, what you grow from a desire founded on those thoughts will be unfit.


TO HAVE CLARITY, YOU MUST ALSO HAVE COURAGE


The truth is not always what we would like to have in the short run. We face the constant challenge of having two minds: the mind (lowercase m) that exists in linear time and sees only limitations and lack, and the Mind, our pulsating, living connection to the Almighty that is without time and knows that what we see today is impermanent. Our lives are a constant conflict between our two minds, base and Enlightened.


When we are tempted by that which we know is self-delusion, we allow ourselves to be seduced by the lies because we believe that we do not have the strength or courage to look past what is temporal and fragile and to aspire to what is eternal. The many who bought homes with mortgages they could not afford as soon as the first payment was due did so because they did not trust that they had the strength and courage to go the Divine route, which is more rigorous. They feared that abundance would pass them by and they were not powerful enough to gain what was real by virtue of their own strength.


Taking the Divine path does demand strength and discipline. You must train yourself to set aside what you see and what seems to be wealth for, instead, the wealth of the Mind, and then gradually teach your will to do as God’s will does: hold the thing of your desired creation in your Mind’s eye and allow the energies of the Universe to accumulate and bring that goal into being. This is not an easy thing do to, but it is truly not beyond the strength of any man or woman. We are all God’s children and his proxies in this world, and he has made even the least of us with the potency to manifest that which is good and just. But if someone lacks the courage to take the Enlightened path because she fears failure, then self-delusion and fleeting, empty achievements will be her reward.


Clarity begets honesty begets courage. Once you perceive the truth about an aspiration or opportunity, you cannot be deceived again. Truth cannot become untrue. As former Bishop of Edinburgh Richard Holloway said, “Simplicity, clarity, singleness: These are the attributes that give our lives power and vividness and joy as they are also the marks of great art. They seem to be the purpose of God for His whole creation.”4


THE SELF-DELUDING ALSO LACK FAITH


Faith is the inner confidence in things unseen. I am not talking about the juvenile faith that some Christians and members of other religions exhibit when they speak of God as a sort of genie in a lamp who grants wishes. That is not God. God is infinitely more complex and subtle, as is the type of faith I speak of. Self-delusion bespeaks of a weak or nonexistent faith in the ecosystem of God, a refusal to believe that the principles of the self-fulfilling Mind can actually be real. It is a refusal to visualize a desire, to orient the Mind on that desire while shifting the essence of one’s being to becoming that desire, then to allow the wheels of the Divine to turn and bring that desire into one’s experience. Deep down, those who cling to self-delusion delude themselves doubly by believing that God’s economy is not real and cannot work.


A husband and wife aspired to buy a home for their family in a place where the fine home they desired was beyond their means. In the beginning, being enlightened people, they made the decision to let their desire come to them. They would adhere to the principles of Mind, focus on their desire, remain courageous, and trust that in time, when they were ready, their dream home would be present in their lives.


But there is no knowing when God’s system will act on your behalf. Some desires come about very quickly while others can take years. This is for a very simple yet vital reason: what you desire will only come when you are morally, emotionally, and spiritually ready to receive it. For example, you might desire a mansion, but if you are not ready for it, you might let it fall into disrepair or allow ownership of such a property to inflate your ego. As I am who I Am, you are ready when you are ready.


As time went by, the couple did not see the dream house coming closer, and slowly lost faith. The two understood that they had to be ready to receive this gift, but they assumed that they already were ready, placing their judgment over God’s. In doing this, they lost faith that if they maintained their mental discipline, they would bring about their objective. Instead, they pursued a desperate solution, lied about their income, bought far more home than they could afford, and within a year were in foreclosure.


Their loss of faith caused them to care only about the immediate and ignore the big picture: they had to be the people who were worthy of the gift before the gift would come to them. When we lose faith, we lose it not only in God’s system but also in ourselves as custodians of his will.


THE SELF-DELUDED LISTEN NOT TO GOD OR THEMSELVES, BUT TO OTHERS


Self-delusion is a collaborative act. We rarely lie to ourselves about things within our own grasp; we require others to present us with options that are just outside the realm of possibility. We give their words credence and slowly, over time, we lose the ability to hear what New Thought scholars have called the “Divine voice of wisdom” ringing in our own ears. We become deaf to the voice of God speaking through our instincts, that inner voice that cannot be fooled and knows when we are hitching our wagon to something fragile and ephemeral. When enough others pursue what appears simple and rewarding, we begin to question whether our inner wisdom—our common sense—is worth listening to. We stop paying attention to God’s system and instead use that attention to buy what cannot possibly last.


The story of the economic collapse that has afflicted our world culture is a story of people allowing themselves to grow deaf to Divine wisdom by embracing self-delusion. Clarity is a gift: the power to see things not only as they truly are but as they truly can be. But that potential comes with rigor and discipline, as I have said. There is no easy, slothful path to the things you want for your life and the lives of the people you love. There is only growth and sacrifice and the rejection of the easy and temporary in favor of the deep-rooted and fulfilling.


Attention is currency, because whatever you focus your Mind on will come to pass in your experience. That is why we use the phrase “pay attention.” When your attention shifts from your inner voice to the blandishments of those who want you to walk the easy path away from Spirit, you pay for the destination that path ends at. In the short term, yes, that path can appear to deliver treasures: a new house, a new car, or a flourishing investment portfolio. But what will happen in the long term? A spirit deaf to eternal wisdom finds only dust and might-have-beens: lost cars, lost homes, lost savings, lost jobs, lost futures, and lost hope.


The legacy of the world’s financial meltdowns is one of shattered illusions and fallen gurus. The Bible tells us not to put our faith in the princes of this world, and the financial gods of Wall Street had become, in effect, princes of prosperity. Yet they proved fallible because anything based on the corporeal human brain is fallible; we are flesh and we fail and err and die. Only the Mind that is woven into God’s reality is eternal and infallible. When we listen to that voice with clarity and courage, we cannot be steered down a destructive path. We might hear what we do not want to hear, such as, “No, you cannot have that now because you are not ready.” But that is an opportunity to keep faith, find strength, and stay the course. Eventually each of us becomes ready for what we desire . . . if we listen to Divine wisdom and discipline our Minds.


DESIRES BORN OF CLARITY BRING GROWTH


Are the rich happier than the rest of us? That is an eternal question, and I think most people who are not rich would say, “Yes, of course they are!” After all, the rich don’t have to worry about paying the mortgage, having the car repossessed, or filing for unemployment benefits. But when you look closer at the lives of the wealthy, you see a disparity that makes the principles of the Law of Clarity come into sharp focus.


On one hand, you see people like my great friend Russell Simmons. This is a man who came from nothing and yet with his will and his faith has created not just wealth, not just a business and entertainment empire, but prosperity for himself and others. But (and this is key) he has built a life that is not about wealth and prosperity. It is about values, generosity, joy, and creation. Those are the hallmarks of someone who took the path of clarity, listened to his inner voice, did not engage in self-delusion, and crafted a reality that is rich in the deeper ways of Spirit. If you took everything away from Russell tomorrow, he would still consider himself wealthy, because of what he has given back, the opportunity he has made for others, and the ways in which he has grown in Mind, vision, and faith.


Contrast this with those who took the easy way to riches, who deluded themselves that investing in a “bubble” or playing illegal games with the stock market would yield lasting prosperity. The folly of this approach shows itself in several ways. First of all, when riches are gained in such a manner, they are purely superficial; the person gaining them has not grown or become wiser in the process, which leaves him or her vulnerable to circumstances. Second, the wealth does not create joy but more often anxiety, envy, and stress because the things of Spirit—purpose, passion, love—have been sacrificed at the altar of bringing home a fat paycheck. Finally, when adversity strikes and the edifice comes crashing down (as has happened to many formerly rich Americans), the person either panics or denies what is happening. The result is utter personal and financial ruin.


The process of following the road of mental discipline and Spirit, using God’s economic system, conditions the person who follows it to grow immensely by the time he or she reaches fulfillment of a desire. Remember, riches are different for each of us; the person who desires a simple home, freedom from debt and a healthy and loving family is no less wise than the person who wants to be a millionaire. Wealth, in the context of the Laws of Prosperity, is defined as the state in which one spends each day in a place of continual, profound gratitude.


Does that sound anything like a description of wealth you have heard before? I expect not, because so many people are obsessed with the self-delusion that making more money will put them in that sublime state of lasting gratitude. It can, but it often does not. You must discover what prosperity means for you and then honor the path to that prosperity, even though it may not be easy.


There are many ways to be wealthy. The millionaire can be happy if he has been true to the path and grown wiser and more compassionate as his bank account has grown. So the starving artist can be wealthy if she spends her time doing what she loves, and the blue-collar worker can be wealthy if he has a secure job, a roof over his head, and a loving family. Shedding self-delusion and adhering to clarity always brings outcomes of growth, joy, and wisdom.


How can you leverage the Law of Clarity in your own journey to become more united with your Divine Mind and to bring prosperity to your life? Let me begin by stating some assumptions that apply to every chapter and every Law in this book:


• I believe you are economically or financially dissatisfied in some way.


• I believe you wish to change your current situation by assertive action and new thinking.


• I believe you are familiar with the Divine economy and the Laws of Mind.


I recommend reading my earlier bestseller, The Laws of Thinking, before you progress with this book. But if you have a passing acquaintance with the manner in which Mind manifests via your I Am identity, then you can put the Law of Clarity to work to help bring prosperity into your orbit.




WHAT WE HAVE LEARNED


• Self-delusion is merely an escape, a means of avoiding reality because you doubt your ability to survive and thrive.


• The Mind always sees through delusion and manifests the emotions behind the delusion.


• Courage, faith, the ability to listen to your Divine Voice of Wisdom, and constant attention to your true desires are needed to resist self-delusion and reap the rewards.


• Clarity breeds outcomes that bring joy, growth, and satisfaction.
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    3. Jalal al-din Rumi and William C. Chittick, The Sufi Path of Love (Albany, NY: SUNY Press, 1983), 162.


    4. Helen Coronato, Eco-Friendly Families (New York: Penguin, 2008), 56.





2
THE LAW OF COMPENSATION
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CORE PRINCIPLES


• The life of the Spirit is one of eternal balance between good and evil, plenty and lack.


• When one thing departs your life, another always enters.


• You must use your Mind to determine the nature of the new thing entering your life.





It is the old statement that water will reach its own level by its own weight, and without effort. So a treatment will only level itself in the objective world at the level of the subjective thought and realization. This does not mean that [a person] will always have to receive the same compensation . . . With an enlarged consciousness he would receive more.


—Ernest Holmes and Maude Allison Latham, The Science of Mind


We are accustomed to framing the concept of compensation as payment: money given for services or products rendered. But that is a simplistic version of a grander idea that misses the entire point of compensation and its relation to God’s economy. Indeed, compensation is a core principle of managing your life in this physical world and in the world of Spirit!


The more relevant, truer meaning of the word compensation is “balance.” It’s as simple as Newtonian physics: for every action, there is an equal and opposite reaction. When you do a deed of kindness for another person without expecting a reward, you find rewards coming your way. The fundamental state of the cosmos is balance, which is why all things physical come into being and eventually die. The universe is an engine of creation, but for each thing created, something must be annihilated. Everything goes toward maintaining the balance.


When we peer beneath the surface with this kind of understanding, each human enterprise is about compensating for one thing or another in order to keep the balance. Medicine appears to be about diagnosis and treatment, but in its purest form, it is about restoring the body’s natural balance to foster well-being. This essential balancing act may be most visible in law. Society’s laws exist to maintain the equilibrium between chaos and order, sin and justice.


A typical example: A man commits a crime. He is apprehended by law enforcement, charged, and put on trial. Eventually, if he is guilty of the crime, he is convicted and a sentence is handed down. Punishment is compensation to the victim, the victim’s family, and society as a whole for the chaos—the entropy—introduced into the world by the criminal. With the application of punishment, whether it be a prison sentence or a financial cost, order and balance are restored. The cosmos cannot maintain itself any other way.


LIVING WITH COMPENSATION


Living with compensation is a principle that is as vital to the operating clockwork of the universe as gravity is on earth. It also affects the ups and downs of your life and of your financial future.




THE LAW OF COMPENSATION


When someone or something leaves your experience, someone or something new always enters. Your state of Mind will determine its nature and whether it is beneficial or detrimental.





This principle is perhaps on display most clearly (and most appropriately during these economic times) in the loss of employment. This plague, which is affecting millions of people, comes with its symptoms: the ailing company finances, the warnings of downsizing, the drop in the stomach that comes with a layoff notice, the panic over not being able to make the mortgage payment. But if you can step back from the experience, job loss is simply something leaving your life. Something new will be entering to compensate. What will it be?


The rules of God’s economy dictate that your Mind determines what enters your life when something departs. If your attention is focused on hopelessness, despair, and desperation, then that is what you attract. The new presence in your experience might then be foreclosure, disease, the loss of your spouse’s job, or some other financial catastrophe. On the other hand, if you can discipline your Mind and surpass the circumstances of the moment to orient your mental force on hope, opportunity, and creativity, then those qualities will infuse the newness that comes into your world. This is how losing a job can be a gateway to starting a prosperous new business, discovering a cherished passion, or finding a new way to live by helping others.


The great Catherine Ponder said, “If you want greater prosperity in your life, start forming a vacuum to receive it.”1 Nature abhors a vacuum, so it rushes to fill each one. In this case, that vacuum is loss, which is why we should pay attention to the powerful Buddhist concept of nonattachment. Buddhists believe that all suffering in the world is caused by our attachment to things, including our selves and our lives. We try to prevent loss in our lives as a kind of reflex, without considering that such loss may be the will of God, a part of our destiny.


When you view attachment as a barrier to the new good or prosperity that may be waiting to enter your life, you will become more willing to accept losses as they come and for what they are: the clearing of dead brush so that new blessings may grow. As long as your experience is overgrown by that which steals your attention and distracts you from the purpose of honing your Mind to serve the mission of God, you block the new good from growing into your life. As long as you orient yourself on that which is dark—death, loss, pain, want—you allow only the same kinds of seeds to flourish in your garden.


CHOOSING THE OUTCOME


ESPY-winning triathlete Jason Lester, one of the world’s greatest extreme-distance racers and the first challenged athlete to finish an Ultraman race (a double triathlon), does not have the use of his right arm. The arm was paralyzed when he was hit by a car at twelve years old. If he had chosen to focus on the loss of an arm—which would have been understandable at an age when his thoughts were probably all about sports—what would he have manifested in his future? Pity, hopelessness, disability, and anger. Losing the use of his arm was a wrenching, painful departure from his experience, but what came into his experience could have been even worse.


Instead, Lester chose to focus on running and competing—on what he could do, not what he could not do. He became an all-star football and baseball player and later fulfilled God’s plan for him by becoming a world-class distance athlete and an inspiration to millions of people with and without physical challenges. He’s even written a book, Running on Faith. His positive, hopeful state of mind, which he carried with him even during dark times of pain and regret, eventually manifested great good, hope, and accomplishment. That is what is possible when you understand how the Law of Compensation works.


Compensation allows you to choose the outcome of events in your life and to ordain them for the greater good of God. Framing the losses of your experience not as “something was taken from me” but as “something was cleared from my life so that something better may enter” directs the creative energies of Spirit to coalesce into something wondrous and positive that more than compensates you for that which you lost. For example:


• You are laid off from your job. After the initial shock, you decide to orient your Mind not on the loss but on the potential to pursue a living in line with your deepest passions. In a matter of weeks, the perfect job comes seemingly from nowhere.


• Your marriage ends badly. Instead of blaming and seeking out desperate solace by jumping into a rebound relationship, you look to improve yourself and focus on becoming the finest person you can be. In a short time, someone new enters your life who is suited for the stronger, wiser individual you have become.


• A loved one passes from this physical life. You grieve the loss temporarily, but you also take up the work that the person did to help poor students get a better education. This positive approach to death breeds a life-affirming response from the Universe: the organization your loved one once aided now asks you to become formally involved, lending a new sense of purpose and fulfillment to your life as you help others.


In each of these scenarios, things could have turned out very differently. The job loss could have spiraled into bankruptcy and depression. The broken relationship could have led to violence or addiction. The loss of a loved one could have sparked a bottomless pit of grief. In all cases, we have the power to choose the outcome, choose what comes next.


This is not anything so simplistic as “making lemonade out of lemons.” Leveraging the Law of Compensation means more than putting on a brave face after a disaster and fighting through depression or fear. It means transforming your mind to hold the unshakable knowledge—the surety—that compensation is coming to balance the scales and what does come will be wondrous and surprising in ways that you cannot imagine. It is knowing and believing without exception that the cosmos is bound by its maker to compensate for anything that leaves your life, and that the compensation is determined by the state of your enlightenment—and of your spirit. The brighter you shine, the brighter your future.


Physicist Nikola Tesla said, “My belief is firm in a law of compensation. The true rewards are ever in proportion to the labor and sacrifices made.”2 Tesla was one of the prime decoders of the nature of the universe, and he understood the meaning of compensation. One of the truths he and others like him came to realize was this: that which enters your life does not have to equal that which has departed.


Do you understand how crucial this is? There is no guarantee of equivalence. In other words, when you lose a job, there is nothing in the Law that says a job of equal quality or pay must come into your experience. It could be a lesser job or a much greater opportunity. With your Mind, you have the ability to determine whether your compensation will advance you to a new level, have you treading water, or actually set you back. A seemingly lesser job and greater one can both do any of these things.


This is what Tesla meant by “labor and sacrifices made.” We must labor with our Minds to discipline our thoughts and concentrate our attention on shaping that which is inbound to our lives. We must also sacrifice the typical, unenlightened responses to loss: grief, blame, anger, despair, and escape. These feelings are luxuries that we cannot afford, because they will taint the incoming balance. In directing your own prosperity and dealing with your own losses, ask yourself: How am I using my Mind to transform the energy of departure into the hope of new arrival? What kind of compensation am I commanding?


MASTERS OF COMPENSATION OFTEN BECOME ENTREPRENEURS


Entrepreneurship is not about starting a small business. It is about creating something out of nothing to fill a need. The most powerful engine of entrepreneurship is not inspiration or business skill but failure—the act of losing one’s idea, money, or opportunity. Ask the most successful entrepreneurs you know; they all will tell you that abject failures preceded their greatest triumphs.


You know the fast-food chain KFC, right? Well, it was not always the booming enterprise it is today. When he was sixty-five, Harland Sanders’s restaurant/gas station folded because the new interstate highway system bypassed it. He had nothing but a Social Security check, an old car, and a chicken recipe. He could have surrendered to poverty and resentment, but instead he and his wife went on the road, calling on restaurant owners to try to convince them to buy his recipe in exchange for a royalty on chicken sold. They slept in the car to save money. Of his first 1,008 sales calls, do you know how many said yes? Zero. That’s right. Who among us would have the fortitude to persevere in the face of that much crippling rejection?


Colonel Sanders did. He knew that if he was to create something new from the loss of his business, he had to use his Mind to bind the good that could come. The 1,009th prospect agreed to a deal, and as the word got out about the chicken, more deals followed. Over the next two decades, Harlan built his recipe into a multimillion-dollar business.


This is a vital anecdote because the spirit of entrepreneurship is the spirit of self-creation and self-reinvention. If you lose something from your life, especially your means of financial support, and your Mind is directed toward reaching for a life preserver out of desperation, what do you end up doing? You attract something desperate into your existence and end up with the same kind of disposable, dead-end job you had before. You do not advance toward Enlightenment and a greater ability to fulfill your part of God’s Purpose. However, if you have an entrepreneurial mind and can see the opportunity in failure and loss, you manifest something that opens new doors and creates new opportunities for you not only to earn a living but to grow your understanding of God’s Laws and your place within them.
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