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  During 2001-2002 as workmen completed their task of thoroughly renovating Jenison Gymnasium-Fieldhouse, memories of athletes who toiled there in the 1940s and 1950s were rekindled. This was “home” for members of all sports that comprised the Michigan State intercollegiate program of the time. While sharing Jenison’s common facilities, a fraternal linkage and loyalty transcended team to team. It is to these men this publication, Spartan Sports Encyclopedia, is dedicated.

  From the words of Joe DiBello, who wrestled for Fendley Collins from 1949-1951, one gleans the sense of camaraderie that has prevailed among the Spartans, both past and present:

  Remember when:

  • The wrestling room was on the top floor of the Jenison gymnasium across from the boxing practice room. We would occasionally sneak over to watch someone else take it on the chin for a change.

  • On the gymnasium floor down below, gymnasts were swinging, bouncing and generally doing all those impossible stunts with the urging of George Szypula.

  • Not far from there, the fencing practice room was filled with the noble athletes of thrust and parry, charge and retreat, all under the watchful eye of Coach Schmitter. What a friendly, considerate man Charley was. A real friend to all athletes.

  • An occasional slip into the warm pool area was a good way to keep a sweat going and watch the swimmers suffer for a change. When it comes to practice, misery loves company, and Coach McCaffree managed to extract his measure of sweat and toil from the swimmers.

  • Later, our after-practice road work around the fieldhouse basketball court reminded us that the glory boys of the hoop world were also paying their dues with practice, practice, practice!

  • And finally, those friendly and smiling faces of Robby and Jack, the best and most caring trainers ever to staff a training room—anywhere!

  


  FOREWORD
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  Nick Vista

  THE MOST EXHAUSTIVE RESEARCH EVER UNDERTAKEN on Michigan State University men’s athletics has resulted in the publishing of Spartan Sports Encyclopedia, authored by Jack D. Seibold, a Spartan varsity swimming letterman, and later a long-time member of the university’s admissions office.

  THIS GIGANTIC PROJECT TRACKS MORE THAN 7,000 FORMER ATHLETES and coaches who have represented Michigan State over three centuries in 15 different varsity sports and includes such Spartan luminaries as Magic Johnson, Kirk Gibson, Robin Roberts, Biggie Munn and Duffy Daugherty.

  SECTIONS OF “GREAT STATE DATES” CHRONICLE MORE THAN 1,200, GAMES, MEETS AND MATCHES in which Michigan Agricultural College, Michigan State College and Michigan State University competed and won. Supplementing these facts and figures are first-hand accounts of the action of more than 30 familiar heroes, including former school presidents Frank Kedzie and John Hannah.

  SEIBOLD USED AS HIS LAUNCHING PAD THE PUBLICATION Spartan Saga, a brief history of State athletics published in 1971 by retired MSU athletic business manager and 10-time Spartan letterwinner Lyman L. Frimodig, and veteran MSU sports information director Fred W. Stabley Sr.

  JACK TOOK OFF FROM THERE, SPENDING THOUSANDS OF HOURS for many years digging through records in the MSU sports information office and in the MSU archives, as well as reading clips from The Lansing State Journal and The State News, MSU’s student daily, and several MSU history books.

  FROM THE 19TH CENTURY BASEBALL TEAMS of MAC to MSU’s championship basketball teams of the 21st century, these and numerous other surprising particulars are “Spartlited” throughout the pages.

  ALSO INCLUDED ARE INCREDIBLY THOROUGH APPENDICES that contain all the statistics one person can handle—letterwinners, coaching records, season and career statistics by sport, and much more.

  READERS CAN EASILY FIND DETAILS ON NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS earned by State teams in football, cross country, soccer, basketball, boxing, swimming and diving, gymnastics, hockey and wrestling, as well as records of team titles earned in the Big Ten since State entered the conference in 1950.

  SEIBOLD, ONE OF THREE BROTHERS FROM JACKSON, MICHIGAN, who earned varsity letters in swimming, has kept a close watch on the Spartan athletic scene since his undergraduate days. Over the years he served the swimming team as the starter at home dual meets. He has also made outstanding contributions to the Varsity Alumni “S” Club, organization of alumni letterwinners, including stints as president and editor of the club’s publication.

  IT TOOK MASSIVE EFFORTS TO PUT TOGETHER THIS ENCYCLOPEDIA. Jack has made his publication a most interesting and enlightening one and has created “must” reading for genuine Spartan fans young and old. It is a splendid production that one can keep elbow’s length away for years to come. Those in the Spartan world will hail Jack Seibold for his dedication.

  Nick Vista

  MSC Class of 1954

  MSU Sports Information, 1955-1988

  “I have always thought that a sound athletic program was good for a university. It is good for the athletes, if they are full-time bona fide students who must maintain satisfactory standards of scholarship and performance. Athletics unify a university probably more than any other feature of the institution. They merge the enthusiasm of students, alumni, faculty, friends and supporters of the university, and all to the university’s good.”

  John Hannah

  From his book, A Memoir

  Michigan State University Press, 1980


  ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

  Fred Stabley, who served MSC-MSU as sports information director from 1948 to 1980, had his Spartan Saga published in 1971. Co-authored with Lyman Frimodig, this 264-page book was the first definitive written history of Michigan State athletics. Copies of the Saga likely remain today on bookshelves of countless media people across the state.

  Shortly after his retirement from the University, Fred replaced former swim coach Charles McCaffree in the roll of executive secretary for the Michigan State Varsity Alumni “S” Club, a position Stabley would hold before “retiring again” in 1992. It was during those years I served in various capacities for the “S” Club (board member, secretary and president) and consequently worked with Fred on various projects. It was sometime in 1991 he introduced the idea to me of undertaking the assignment of writing an updated version of his 1971 Saga. Although flattered by his suggestion, I deferred a positive decision until after my own retirement from the University later in that same year of 1992. Facetiously, I suggested it was finally time to put my 1950 MSC degree into action (BA from the School of Journalism with a minor in history). Soon thereafter, research was underway for Spartan Sports Encyclopedia, the eventual sequel to Spartan Saga. It was never envisioned to be an 11-year on-again off-again project; yet that’s exactly what it became. Regrettably, Fred Stabley will never see this completed product. He died on December 8, 1996.

  ___________________

  Of the many stories about MAC-MSC-MSU sports that remain untold, none are more conspicuous by their absence from Spartan Sports Encyclopedia than those pertaining to the Spartan women. Meanwhile, we have documented a period of more than 120 years represented by nearly 7,000 male athletes within more than 1,000 pages of copy—and even keeping the material close to this prescribed limitation has proven to be a nearly impossible task. Many features had to be streamlined or eliminated and an early decision was made to refrain from including the story of women’s sports. For now, I apologize to the ladies in Green and their coaches. An equivalent publication awaits.

  ___________________

  Grandson Jeremy Lantz could be defined as a co-author, a driving force and certainly a technical genius in the strange world (to me) of personal computers. During latter years of this project, his support has been all of the above and more. Production could have stretched beyond 11 years had he not been the incessant taskmaster.

  Next, I wish to recognize Mike Pearson, former assistant sports information director at MSU and past SID at the University of Illinois. Mike continually extended encouragement and advice to me during the ongoing years of preparing this publication. I admire his writing skills and extensive knowledge of the collegiate sports scene.

  No one could successfully proceed on a writing project such as this without the support of the given school’s Sports Information Department. John Lewandowski, assistant athletic director for media relations, and his staff continually welcomed me and provided the necessary assistance while sharing information and services of their office. Particularly helpful have been Becky Olsen, sport information director and office assistant Paulette Martis both have proven to be excellent ambassadors for their office and MSU.

  Individually, a pair of young men came aboard for short stints in 2002 to assist in writing some stories of the 1980s and 1990s. They were Ben Phlager, who was with the Sports Information Department at the time and Eric McKinney, a member of The State News writing staff. Thanks to both.

  Two additional university departments provided support, the Archives and Historical Collections along with the microfilm staff at the library. Likewise, the microfilm services of the State of Michigan Library afforded valuable information.

  Thanks to the following who assisted in assembling and staging the collage which highlights the dust cover of the book: Jim Cotter, Glen Brough, Rick Atkinson, Bob Knickerbacker, Dave Pruder, Ted Mahan, Tom Minkel, Richard Bader, Joe Baum, Rich Kimball, Matt Gianiodis, Tom Magee, Fred Freiheit, Val Berryman and Mike Vollmar.

  Orchestrated by grandson Jeremy, the proofreading team was a family affair. Included were his parents Carol and Lee Lantz, along with brother Jason and sisters Michelle and Heather. Also, imported from Muncie, IN, came daughter, Laura Caudill-Seibold and her son Ritchie. From Adrian, MI, another daughter, Jill Forman and her son Tyler, an MSU student, joined the team.

  The list of Spartans who provided stories and story material for this book is too lengthy to single them out as individuals. Thanks to one and all.

  Finally, to Dianne, my patient and understanding wife. Somehow she had envisioned that “retired life” would unfold a bit differently. Month after month, year after year, all too often she found that existing as a writer’s “widow” could be extremely lonely. Dianne was pleased to experience “fini” as she joined the family proofreading team. An apology and many thanks are extended to Dianne.

  Go Green!

  Jack Seibold, 2003


  INTRODUCTION

  On Wednesday, May 13, 1857, the Agriculture College of the State of Michigan was dedicated with proper ceremony, and on the next morning, 63 young men filed from their dormitory, Saints Rest, and reported for classes in College Hall.

  It had not been an easy birth. Even in mid-19th century, the shadow of “big brother” in Ann Arbor was ever present. While debate raged in the state legislature over the establishment of the new agricultural school, Henry P. Tappan, president of the University of Michigan, actually traveled to Lansing and lobbied in opposition. He explained that he would resist the location of the school anywhere except in Ann Arbor. Fortunately, for sundry reasons, Tappan was not popular among legislatures, and as a result, his resisting words ultimately fell upon deafened ears. On February 12, 1855, governor Kingsley S. Bingham signed the bill that authorized the new school.

  From that day and over a lengthy period of 14 years, this new experiment in higher education continually faced an issue of survival. The school’s leaders, out of necessity, focused on overcoming a seemingly endless list of unforeseen roadblocks: ongoing financial hardships, mass student enlistment into the Union army, a malaria outbreak, and a diphtheria epidemic that took five lives in 1862. Three years earlier, in 1859 and amidst one of the frequent fiscal emergencies, a bill was actually introduced in the legislature that would have closed the school, auctioned its assets, and created a department of agriculture science at the U of M. Although this measure was defeated by a vote of 50 to 21, the idea would not vanish. In the biennial legislative sessions of 1867 and 1869, similar bills to transfer operations of the college to Ann Arbor enjoyed substantial support.

  Finally, in March of 1869, the opposition crumbled when the legislature approved not only that year’s appropriations but also a grant of $30,000 for a new dormitory. The Agriculture College of the State of Michigan was finally secure. The editor of the Lansing Semi-Weekly Republican (a precursor to the Lansing State Journal) wrote: “This is the fifth battle for the college that we have had a hand in. We rejoice in the victory.”

  ___________________

  At the time of founding the school, there were virtually no organized sports in the USA as we now know them. Then, from the end of the Civil War until the turn of the century, the gaslight era saw the greatest surge of sports in this country’s history. It would remain for the academicians of the time to evaluate whether or not to welcome these new symbols of Americana onto their individual campuses. As for the Agriculture College, there was no significant support for the proponents of sports and, in fact, there were two unique realities that worked heavily against such thinking.

  First, the philosophy of the Agriculture College was to combine 15 hours a week in class with 15 to 20 hours in manual labor, which often consisted of clearing land and planting fields. With such wholesome exercise built-in, a question prevailed whenever debate of organized sports would arise: why waste time kicking a football or batting a baseball when a shovel or rake can be picked up and productively put to use?

  Though during those forerunner years a portion of the students likely disapproved of toiling in the fields, they did in fact receive monetary earnings. An hourly rate that began at five cents was inflated to seven and one-half cents by 1874 and prior to classes of the ensuing year, the scale had jumped to 10 cents per hour.

  It was theorized that the practice of joining farming with classroom science would result in scientific agriculture. Whether or not this 19th century equivalency of co-operative education was instrumental in proving this supposition, the policy remained in place until 1896.

  Also in place through the first four decades of the school’s existence was yet another reality of the time, the school’s unique three-term academic year running from the final week of February until late November. Upon altering the three terms to the more traditional September to June, also in 1896, the calendar became more harmonious with those of sister institutions; consequently, ultimate scheduling of athletic contests would become more harmonious.

  With this pair of policies removed, the work program and the unique calendar, campus adherents of organized athletics had reason to celebrate.

  ___________________

  From student diaries and letters it seems that typical informal athletic activities took place on the campus from its conception. One student, C.J. Monroe, recorded such activities as hop-step-jump, running races, pom-pom pullaway, tag, leap frog, along with “one” and “two”-cat ball games (baseball, using only one or two bases.). Other references were made to quoits, wicket ball, and football (soccer). It was also chronicled that a trapeze and swinging rings were suspended from campus trees. A reference in the 1896 Heliostat, an early yearbook, alludes to “the open-air gymnasium that developed our early athletes.” As for swimming, it takes little imagination to visualize one or more fatigued student-laborers at day’s end scurrying for a dip in the cool waters of the Red Cedar River.

  Young men of the 1800s were likely no different from those of contemporary times. Regardless of studies or work schedule, they presumably sought ways of unleashing energy and enjoying themselves in leisure time. As a result, semi-organized team activities eventually evolved with perhaps soccer and baseball—the sports to gain early attention. Also, in the 1870s, rugby appeared and croquet and lawn tennis became popular.

  The early weekly publication, The M.A.C. Record, carried stories of three letters from graduates on consecutive Tuesdays in May of 1916. Each gave testimony to memories of early baseball on campus with C.M. Thayer (class of 1868) of Flushing reaching back the furthest to 1865. He reported that back then not much was known of athletics, but there happened to be one student in their midst, Monroe Diver of Marshall, who had seen a baseball game on a visit to Detroit. Meeting with a group of interested students in the chapel of College Hall, Diver described the game as best as he could recall. Subsequently, a team was organized with this “father” of MAC athletics, Monroe Diver, being chosen as the pitcher while C.M. Thayer, the storyteller, was selected team captain. Practices began on the site of Williams Hall (current location of the museum).

  As confirmed in Madison Kuhn’s book, Michigan State, the First Hundred Years, that team of 1865 called itself the Star Base Ball Club. They wore red caps with long visors and shiny black belts with white stars and the initials B.B.C. for Base Ball Club. (The word baseball was often reported as two words.) Their first game was a 34-27 win over the Capital Club of Lansing, a game that utilized two scorers to account for all of the tallies.

  In September of the next year, that Star Club accompanied by four fans, traveled to Mason aboard the newly opened Jackson-Lansing-Saginaw Railroad. This has therefore been recorded as the first rail trip for a Michigan State athletic team.

  During that same month, the team was one of four clubs that formed the Central Michigan Baseball Association to stage a tournament at the Central Michigan Fair in Lansing. In the opening round the Stars this time lost to the Capital Club by a score of 65 to 48. The ultimate tournament winner, the Monitor Club of St. Johns, defeated the Farmers Club of Okemos.

  S.M. Tracy (class of 1868), yet another who chronicled those early years, recalled the sport of baseball flourishing when he entered MAC in 1866. There were so few students (only about 100) that some faculty members were recruited to be members of the team. Included was standout pitcher Dr. Daniells, assistant in chemistry. Also recalled were Prentiss of botany and Cook of entomology, the latter playing second base until he broke his ankle sliding into home. Tracy reported losing to the University of Michigan in 1868 by a score of 2-1, declaring the small score as a “world record” for the time.

  Frank S. Kedzie (class of 1877 and college president from 1915 to 1921) recalled baseball teams from his youth, having come to Agricultural College (the actual name of the community at that time) in 1863 at the age of six. He suggested there were games against teams from the University of Michigan even earlier than 1884, the year generally accepted as the first between the two schools.

  The majority of the games played in those early years were against town teams that were springing up in neighboring communities. Even as collegiate games against the U of M and Olivet would mark the year 1884 as the first “official” MAC baseball team, matches against nines from neighboring villages and cities would remain on the schedule into the early 1890s. Included were Cass, Ionia, Owosso, Greenville, Battle Creek, Charlotte, Jackson, Northville, Sparta, and Flint.

  There is the story of yet another MAC team that in 1871 traveled to Detroit to play one of that city’s top sandlot teams. The game was rained out and thus negated the game receipts that had been earmarked for payment of the return rail fare. Although there is no record of how long it took them to return home, they eventually hitchhiked rides on horse-drawn buggies.

  In the 1870s, the Semi-Weekly Republican now and then printed a column entitled Agricultural College News. It featured stories ranging from bee keeping to an occasional baseball game, such as:

  —Friday, June 25, 1875: A match game of ball players last Saturday between a nine from Lansing and a college nine resulted in a score of 33 to 22 in favor of the college.

  —Friday, June 21, 1877: The sophomore class base ball club played at Bath Saturday, June 16, with a score of 25 to 24 in their favor.

  —Tuesday, May 22, 1877: A match game of base ball between the Nine-Spots of the junior class and a picked nine from the college resulted in favor of the college nine with a score of 16 to 9.

  Then this story, where the reporter found an accident during the game more newsworthy than the contest’s results:

  Tuesday, June 8, 1875: Quite a serious accident happened to one of the students during a game of base ball last Saturday. The club slipped from the hands of the striker, hitting one of the students in the face and smashing his nose.

  The most renowned of these early baseball clubs was the Nine Spots, organized by the class of ’78 and mentioned in the preceding news story of May 22, 1877. W.K. Prudden, a member of that team was the third alumnus to write his baseball memoirs for The MAC Record in 1916. During the break between summer and fall terms of 1877, the Nine Spots played in Jackson, Charlotte, Hastings, Grand Rapids, Owosso, and Flint, traveling between points by train and winning four of the six games. There were 10 men on the team with the one substitute serving as water boy and infrequently filling in at one of the positions. Tiring of menial duties and inactivity, the 10th man periodically resigned to be replaced by some other hopeful.

  The Nine Spots owned 10 brown-trimmed white flannel uniforms, bats, balls, and little more. Catcher Prudden used neither mask nor chest protector and caught with a common buckskin work glove from which the fingers had been removed.

  The pitcher depended on varying speeds, either a swift ball or a slow ball delivered with his hand below the waist. Yet the man at the plate somewhat controlled his own destiny. The rules provided that the hitter could designate the desired location of the pitch, either a high ball (between the shoulder and waist) or a low ball (between the waist and knees). To be called a strike, the ball had to be delivered within the requested range. Initially there was no curve ball, but by 1877 members of the team had heard of it and collected $10 to get a player from Detroit to demonstrate. As Prudden reported:

  The $10 was easy to get, as some of the subscribers expected a return of their money. The curver having agreed to perform gratis in case he did not curve the ball.

  In addition to Prudden, who later became a prominent Lansing philanthropist and industrialist (Prudden Wheel Co., later the Motor Wheel Co.), team members included: Jay Monroe, pitcher; Satterlee Trowbridge, first base; Charles Shilling, second base; Ed Rawson, shortstop; James Lewis, third base; Ollie Foote, left field; E.H. Hunt, center field; and F.E. Skeels, right field.

  Obviously, upon graduation of the class of 1878, the Nine Spots folded. With them went the brown-trimmed white flannel uniforms and the balls and bats that comprised their equipment.

  As noted earlier, it is conceded that students of the 1860s, 1870s, and 1880s likely engaged in additional sports, even if in an unstructured way. During his comments in 1916, Prudden recalled, “There was no football as the game is now played, simply old style rugby [soccer], in which the hand played no part in the game.”

  There is ample indication that during this period a growing number of students favored institutional support for intercollegiate sports. This was evident from The Speculum of April 1882, in which the editor stated the following position:

  Why can we not form a College athletic association? The matter has been discussed for some time. Now that the season for sports and out of door work is opened, why can we not agitate the question? It is safe to say that every College of equal prominence with ours has such an association and that the students derive both pleasure and profit from it. Why should we be behind other Colleges in this respect? At present our sports are confined to an occasional scrub game of baseball or to a miscellaneous kicking of the football. Why cannot the energy displayed in these games be organized and improved?

  Apparently there were no converts.

  Four years later, in August of 1886, the editor of that same student publication (by now a monthly at 75 cents a year or 10 cents a copy) wrote a lengthy commentary as follows:

  We hope it will not be long before the athletics of the college are as well organized as are the other departments. The value of systematic physical training in college is too well established to need comment here. Anyone who has observed the tireless energy of the strong physique and compared it with the weaker efforts of the enfeebled prodigy of learning cannot hesitate as to which is the wise course for students to follow.

  He then pointed out: True, our labor afternoons has (sic) lessened the need of athletics, but when laboratory work partially takes the place of field labor, as it should and doubtless will do as the number of students increases, there will be need for better means of athletic exercises.

  Perhaps it was “pressure from the press,” but whatever the factor, this time someone was listening. In October of 1886, the management of athletics was consolidated as a student-run athletic association with the popular mathematics professor, Rolla Carpenter, as manager. Under the advice and consent of the still reluctant faculty, this organization was to have control of all college athletics. Until that time, all engagements on the play field had been entered into with no administrative sanction.

  ___________________

  The 1884 August issue of The College Speculum praised that spring’s baseball team (the school’s first official athletic team) and credited its success to “awakening some interest in other athletic sports, enough so to give birth to our first field day, which was held on the grounds June 14.” Indeed, the annual field days would eventually provide the opportunity to promote a variety of sports at the Agricultural College. As the program developed over the years, competition would include track and field, baseball, football, gymnastics, tug-of-war, bicycling, fencing, tennis, wrestling, and boxing.

  In that same issue of the Speculum, a summary of results revealed the events that were contested on June 14: wrestling, throwing a 35-pound weight, running jump (triple jump), 100-yard dash, high kick, broad jump, a tug-of-war between the classes of ’86 and ’87, a football game between the college 11 and a “picked 11,” and a baseball game against the University of Michigan. This latter game was a lopsided 13-3 loss, thanks to 11 unearned runs via 14 errors by the “farmers.”

  There is no written evidence of who introduced or carried out the idea of that original intramural field day or how the idea would later spread to the campuses of Olivet and Albion. Regardless, in the spring of 1886, representatives from these three schools joined together in reaching an accord to engage in two weekends of athletic competition. The first would take place at the Agricultural College on May 14-15, while Albion College would host the encore on June 4-5. What was initially an intramural event had now become a full-fledged intercollegiate activity.

  On June 4, 64 MAC men boarded a special Lake Shore and Michigan Southern railroad train for a two-hour trip to Albion and the second field day of 1886. For no explainable reason, the Olivet men had chosen not to compete in this follow-up weekend of events. Consequently, it was simply MAC vs. Albion. The MAC men carried away prizes in 10 of the 17 events contested.

  By the next year, 1887, the idea of field days was solidly in place with three Friday-Saturday dates scheduled. Activities would take place at a trio of sites, Olivet, Albion, and finally on June 3-4 back on the grounds of the Agricultural College. It was at this third field day that Hillsdale College entered a squad of 30 men to become the fourth school in the spring competition. They not only performed well in their first try (two boxing titles and the champion of the 100-yard dash), the men of Hillsdale would contribute significantly to the planning and growth of the annual get-togethers.

  Even more momentous was the increased display of acceptance of athletics by the MAC faculty. At the Friday evening reception of June 3, the respected Dr. Robert Kedzie gave the welcome address while professor Liberty Hyde Bailey acted as toastmaster. Furthermore, the turnout of fans was impressive. On that same Friday evening about 600 fans were squeezed into the botanical laboratory for refreshments.

  Soon after concluding the field days of 1887, James Heckman of Hillsdale College submitted a proposal to the joint representatives. His plan was to focus on a single weekend of field day activities, saving both time and money. Rather than a host school absorbing the primary expenses which might range somewhere between $100 and $300, he suggested that each participating school could annually share the outlay upon payment of a $75 team entry.

  The “Heckman” proposal was kept alive over the next eight months and a conference of delegates was called to meet in Jackson on St. Patrick’s Day of 1888 to further explore the idea. A number of schools were invited to send representatives, including the University of Michigan. Only four elected to do so: Albion, Hillsdale, Olivet, and Michigan Agricultural College. It was at this initial meeting that the idea of organizing a formal athletic conference first surfaced. Those in attendance were instructed to study the idea and reconvene one week later on Thursday, March 24, at a location in Albion. On that date a constitution was drawn up and the MIAA (Michigan Intercollegiate Athletic Association), under its original name, the Inter-Collegiate Athletic Association, became a reality. It was reputed to be “the first athletic conference west of the Allegheny Mountains.”

  At subsequent annual spring meetings, the field day directors would decide on the prizes for the upcoming events. There was no apparent consistency. One year a winner might be awarded a gold medal, another year a silver medal, yet another an entirely different memento. Occasionally, a more practical prize would be on the line. As examples: in 1888 a racquet and racquet case were accorded the winner in tennis singles; in 1890 the winner of the 400-yard bicycle race was to receive a “fancy” bicycle.

  The Brackett Cup, donated by R.E. Brackett, a Lansing jeweler and sports enthusiast, was awarded to the winning baseball team each year. A school could periodically retire a cup after three consecutive championship years. Kalamazoo was able to do it in 1899 and Albion followed three years later.

  Points were tallied for individual events (5-3-1 for first, second, and third) with banners being bestowed the school with the highest point total for the indoor events as well as the outdoor events. A special cup and pennant would be the prize for winning the mile relay.

  One event introduced in 1889 would attempt to identify the “best all-around” athlete. The winner’s award was described as a crescent-shaped badge of gold with diamond set valued at $40. Much like a decathlon, competitors qualified by achieving at least the identified minimal standard in seven of the following 10 events:

  
    
      
      
    
    
      	hammer throw
      	70’
    

    
      	running high jump
      	4’ 8”
    

    
      	shot put
      	25’
    

    
      	hop, step and jump
      	35’
    

    
      	440-yard run
      	1 minute
    

    
      	standing broad jump
      	9’ 4”
    

    
      	pole vault
      	7’ 6”
    

    
      	running broad jump
      	18’ 6”
    

    
      	100-yard dash
      	11.5 seconds
    

    
      	120-yard hurdles
      	20.0
    

  

  Of the 10 “best all-around” titles during the years, MAC men carried off seven of the diamond awards: Leander Burnett in 1889, 1890, and 1892, Frank Poss in 1894, George Wells in 1897 and 1898, with Bill Russell the winner in 1899. The event was not held at the rain-shortened 1893 program in Jackson and the event was dropped for good in 1900.

  At the first four MIAA field days, only the charter schools (Albion, Hillsdale, Olivet, and Michigan Agricultural College) entered the competition. Michigan Normal (Eastern Michigan) joined the Association and fielded a squad for the first time in 1892. Kalamazoo College joined four years later in 1896, while Alma College was admitted to the Association in 1902. Although Adrian College would not officially become an MIAA member until 1908, they did enter a field day team in 1900.

  The MIAA board of directors met twice each year, once in the fall and a second time in the spring, often on the Monday following Field Day. In the process, the assembled delegates would elect officers, resolve disputes, act on new membership, adopt rules, ratify a budget, and approve events for the next year

  While the school’s administration provided no direct financial support for these field days, the usual tax on students and contributions of up to five dollars each from MAC professors were used for routine expenses. Other ingenious methods were tried.

  The baseball team manager, L. Whitney Watkins, was determined to raise money to hire the trainer (coach) from the Detroit Athletic Club (DAC) in preparations for the 1893 field day. With the local baseball grounds lacking a fence it was impossible to generate revenue through gate receipts, so Watkins promoted the sale of 10-cent souvenir tickets among the crowd. The idea was a financial success as nearly everyone purchased the mementos. The DAC trainer was hired.

  Fans of the 19th century certainly knew how to exalt in victory. Following success in the championship baseball game of the 1892 field day, more than 200 steadfast MAC rooters rejoiced by throwing hats, canes, umbrellas, chairs—anything they could get hold of—into the air. They then swarmed onto the playing field, swept up their heroes, and paraded around the grounds while yelling, blowing horns, and waving green flags and ribbons. When the crowd had finally quelled, a hat was passed into which $25 was willingly collected from the excited students. With this fund a band of musicians was engaged which led a Saturday night parade into Lansing and, as reported in—The Speculum, “The city was painted ‘green’ by the victors and a general overflow and inflow of good ‘spirits’ was indulged in.”

  The field day team of 1897 was particularly applauded. Following an atypical year in 1896 in which the Farmers had slipped all the way to fifth place, the ’97 squad had once again reached the pinnacle. Upon their return by rail from Hillsdale, supporters greeted team members, as described in The M.A.C. Record:

  When our special train pulled into the depot at Lansing we were reminded of the old days in ’90, ’91, ’92 and ’93, the days of Burnett and Boss, when MAC used to return with the lion’s share of glory. The whole College was there to greet our victorious representatives, whom they mounted upon their shoulders and, amid blare of tin horns and the glare of fireworks, carried up and down the streets until fairly exhausted. Then taking trolley cars for the College, the overjoyed students kept up their celebration until after midnight.

  From that year until 1907, when Michigan Agricultural College would conclude its MIAA competition, they would outscore all other teams in 10 straight field days. In only one year was a team within 20 points of the Farmers. As for that final season, 1907, MAC’s total of 67 points would be only one shy of the aggregate for all other schools.

  ___________________

  In the late 19th century there was no national governing body to oversee operations pertaining to eligibility for competition, (the NCAA, with the original title, Intercollegiate Athletic Association, was not born until 1906). As a result, individual schools began to invoke their own standards. Such was the case at MAC when in the spring of 1895 a resolution was adopted by the faculty and approved by the Board of Agriculture. It was decreed, commencing that next fall, students who participated in intercollegiate athletic competition would have to meet the following conditions:

  (a) He must have been in regular attendance for at least the term preceding the term of competition and shall have taken in that term the equivalent of three studies.

  (b) He must have “an average standing of eight or more on the scale of ten [the apparent grading system of the time].”

  (c) He must have received a statement, in writing, from the secretary of the faculty certifying his eligibility under these rules.

  The significant enrollment growth of the Michigan Agricultural College and its ultimate dominance on the MIAA athletic field would eventually lead to its separation from the association. By 1907, MIAA schools were becoming weary of lopsided loses to MAC, not only in track and field, but other sports as well such as baseball, football, and basketball.

  Perhaps a telegram from Albion officials at 7:00 a.m. on the morning of Saturday, November 9, 1907, should have been an indicator of things to come. It was only at that moment MAC athletic director/coach Chester Brewer was informed that Albion College would not be fulfilling its scheduled football game commitment for that very afternoon. An immediate telephone call did not result in a reasonable explanation, but local supporters drew their own conclusion—Albion was a weak team and was unwilling to face another humiliating loss. After all, twice that autumn they had been defeated by high school teams, and most recently had suffered a 73-0 loss at Olivet.

  The matter chilled into the winter months. Then on Saturday, February 1, 1908, members of the MIAA board of directors (minus uninvited MAC) quietly stole into Lansing and went into secluded executive session at the Hotel Downey. Eight men gathered at 7:30 p.m. and continued deliberation until 4:00 a.m. Sunday morning. Rumor had become reality. Although the attending delegates immediately denied it, MAC had been voted out of the MIAA and Adrian had been taken in.

  Even though the issue was handled poorly and MAC officials were irritated over the “cold shoulder,” the decision was accepted with no rebuke. The philosophical position was, “We are now free to make an independent schedule, a position which we have looked forward to for several seasons.”

  To assist in explaining MAC’s presence in and departure from the MIAA, the following enrollment figures are offered of the four charter schools in the founding year (1888) and in MAC’s final year with the MIAA (1907):

  
    
      
      
      
    
    
      	
      	1888
      	1907
    

    
      	Albion
      	460
      	460
    

    
      	Hillsdale
      	447
      	345
    

    
      	Olivet
      	277
      	283
    

    
      	MAC
      	312
      	1,191
    

  

  As can readily be seen, by comparative size, the Michigan Agricultural College was appropriately included when conference delegates first met. Conversely, it seemed fitting 19 years later for the MIAA Board of Directors to excuse MAC from future competition as, by then, it had nearly quadrupled in enrollment while the others schools, by design, had remained proportionally the same.

  Michigan Agricultural College had outgrown the very conference it had helped organize in 1888 and in which it had competed throughout the ensuing 20 years. Other than limited competition offered by the Central Collegiate Conference (track and field, cross country, and later swimming and diving), for the next 41 years MAC-MSC would compete as an independent.
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  MAC

  1884-1893

  TALES TO TELL

  N.S. Mayo, class of 1888, reported to The MSC Record in March of 1927 an interesting account that likely described the first time MAC followers wore green as a school color. It was during the 1887 Field Day at Olivet.

  As a group of student rooters headed west aboard the Grand Trunk train out of the Trowbridge station (East Lansing), Mayo and J.N. Easterbrook decided to do what rooters from other MIAA schools had been doing, adopt an identifying color. They arbitrarily decided upon green, a color that none of the other MIAA schools had. The train made a stop in Lansing where the students jumped off and succeeded in buying some bronze green (olive) ribbon along with some miniature iron rakes, hoes and spades. These trinkets were tied to the purchased ribbon and worn that afternoon to identify the students as MAC fans.

  By 1891, with Olivet again hosting the Field Day, the idea had stuck. On that occasion it was reported: “a special train of four coaches left Lansing, filled with wearers of the MAC green of every conceivable shade.”

  The neutral color of white was likely later adopted as a companion color, much like other schools that were initially identified with a single color had done: Harvard crimson (crimson and white), Yale blue (blue and white), Columbia blue (blue and white), and Dartmouth green (green and white).

  TEAM OF THE YEARS

  In what would be the school’s most impressive baseball season of the decade, the 1888 team won six and lost only one game. Two of those victories came in a feature event of the first organized MIAA Field Days. A four-team playoff. The Farmers first defeated Olivet 12-2 and then edged Albion in the championship contest, 10-8. It would be the first of four Field Day titles MAC would capture over a five-year span.

  
    HEADLINES

    1884: Mark Twain publishes the classic The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn.

    1886: The Statue of Liberty, a gift of the French people, is dedicated in New York harbor.

    1888: George Eastman perfects the Kodak hand camera, making possible the first amateur photography.

    1889: Electric sewing machines are marketed by Singer, and in New York City the Otis Brothers install the first electric elevator.
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  MAKING HISTORY

  The birth of the Michigan State intercollegiate athletic program has been identified with the baseball team that played six games in the spring of 1884. Opening with a 20-9 defeat of Olivet on May 19, the Farmers would finish with a 4-2 season record.

  Oscar Clute, who served as the school’s president for a short span (1889-1893) was a visionary and a man of action. During his watch, off-campus courses were first offered, agricultural research was encouraged through experimental stations, the library was expanded, a curriculum in mechanical engineering was launched, and the school’s athletic program took root.

  Also, in 1891 Clute initiated the unique idea of providing the campus facilities and faculty for ongoing study to the secondary school teachers of Michigan during the summer. These special semesters, running from June through August, furnished opportunities for expanded and revised study in various disciplines. Instruction was offered in agriculture, botany, horticulture, chemistry, zoology, physics, English, mathematics, languages, economics, mechanical drawing and engineering. The only hang-up was the lack of housing for these “new students.” No facilities had yet become available on campus for ladies, and space for men was limited. Similar to the post-World War II days when row upon row of bunks were set up on the gymnasium floor of Jenison to accommodate the increase in enrollment, the Armory floor was temporarily put to use each summer as a “giant” dormitory for men.

  It seems that MAC-MSC-MSU officials have always found it difficult to remain out of the microscopic eye of the legislatures at the capital. On April 21, 1893, it was announced that the management of the Agricultural College would be investigated. The following concurrent resolution was adopted by the state legislative body:
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  Team of the Years. The MAC baseball team posed shortly after that final game in 1888. In the back row, far right, is Rollo Carpenter, identified as the school’s first baseball coach. The team’s star player was Leander Burnett (middle, second row).

  “The criticisms both in private and through the public press upon the conduct and general usefulness of the Agricultural College are such that it is due to both the management of the College and those who criticize it that a thorough investigation be made thereof and a full report of the same be made at as early a date as is practicable.”

  The summation was that an investigation would include the policy, course of study, conduct and general management of the college. Once more, MAC had to justify its very existence.

  The baseball game played against Michigan on June 14, 1884, has always been considered the first recorded competition against the U of M. A recently uncovered article written by George Alderton for the July, 1937, issue of The MSC Record has revised this historic perspective. The revealing story fixed on the personal recollections of C. Fred Schneider, MAC class of 1885, who visited with Alderton during the MSC-Nebraska baseball game of June 12, 1937. It seems there was a meeting of the MAC-Michigan teams preceding that June 14 game in 1884. Schneider, who identified himself as manager of the 1884 baseball team, recalled:
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  “We had only about 125 students in the college, and we had quite a time getting a ball team together. But we had a lot of spirit. We coaxed the boys at Ann Arbor a long while before they agreed to come to East Lansing for a game. I remember we had to pay them $2 each for expenses to get them here. And then we licked them, 4-3. They howled for a return game, which we grudgingly granted and met defeat [see above].”

  GREAT STATE DATES

  Baseball—April 29 and June 11, 1887 (A): Two of the 11 baseball victories in 1887 were over the University of Michigan, both games at Ann Arbor. In the season opener, the Aggies pushed across two runs in the top half of the ninth inning for a 10-8 margin and then duplicated the winning effort six weeks later by an 11-9 score with four of the runs unearned. Going four-for-four in the first game, Art Cordley was the hitting star. Birkley Canfield accounted for three of the 15 hits in the June game. Captain Don Yerkes, winner of both games, pitched all 18 innings.

  Baseball—September 17, 1887 (H): Playing an abbreviated fall baseball schedule is not new: MAC played two games in September of 1887. In the first game, against a team from the village of Aurelius, they hammered out 20 base hits, accompanied by 14 errors, en route to an easy 24-8 win. The Aggies were nearly as generous, muffing 11 chances in the field. The Aurelius team was a family affair with four Edgars in the starting line-up.

  Baseball—September 23, 1887 (H): Alumnus Don Yerkes, who had been the top hitter and number 1 pitcher of the 1887 team, returned in the fall with two brothers and six others from his hometown of Northville. One can only imagine the friendly chatter from across the infield during the contest. The Aggies, playing well without Yerkes, opened with six runs in the first, built an 11- run lead, and then went on to a 17-6 victory.

  Baseball—July 4, 1888 (H): Scoring at least once in each of the nine innings, the Farmers built up the fifth highest run total ever achieved by an MAC team, downing the Owosso city team, 22-3. Likely no Aggie or Spartan has ever equaled or bettered Leander Burnett’s hitting performance of that day. Playing third base and acting as the leadoff hitter, he had a perfect day at the plate, going six-for-six, including a three-base hit.

  Baseball—June 11, 1889 (A): Of the four baseball victories in 1889, three were won in the final inning of play. Included was the 12-10 win over Michigan, when the Aggies scored four runs in their last time at bat. The Wolverine defense was generous, as they committed 11 errors while their pitcher uncorked five wild pitches.

  Baseball—June 4, 1892 (H): The final game of the 1892 Field Day tournament between MAC and Olivet was a true pitchers’ duel. Just as the game seemed destined for extra innings, the Aggies’ William Bernart was perched on third in the bottom of the eighth. Leander Burnett then displayed why he was recognized as MAC’s premier athlete of the time by slashing out what proved to be the game-winning RBI single. The Lansing Republican reported the postgame jubilee:

  “Hats, canes, umbrellas, chairs, anything that could be got hold of were thrown in the air. The first man caught was Bernart, then came Burnett, the telling scorer, and then every man on the team was carried around on the one-fifth-mile track, followed by two hundred students yelling, blowing tin horns, floating green flags and ribbons and yelling for kill.”

  Baseball—April 29, 1893 (H): It seems the scheduled baseball game with Olivet was more than just a baseball game. The story printed in the Lansing Republican reported:

  “The first event of the afternoon was the running broad jump, which was won by Beese. The 100-yard dash was also won by Beese. The shot put was won by Rittinger, the running hop, step and jump by Beauvias, the standing broad jump by Partridge, the one-mile bicycle race by J. Clark, one-half-mile run by Petty and the pole vault by Allen.”

  When the ball game finally got underway it must have been exciting to watch. After seven innings, the Comets held what seemed to be a commanding lead, 9-2. The Farmers then scored three in the eighth, four in the ninth to tie the score and then pushed across the winning run in the 10th for the 10-9 victory.

  ATHLETE OF THE YEARS

  Leander Burnett (baseball 1889-1892 and track and field 1888-1892) was, as Fred Stabley described him, “Michigan State’s first bona fide athletic hero.” He was born of an Ottawa Indian mother on December 14, 1868 in Little Traverse (now Harbor Springs), Mich. Following his graduation from Harbor Springs High School in 1887, he entered Michigan Agricultural College to study agriculture. At the time MAC was a charter member of the MIAA along with Olivet, Hillsdale and Albion. It was in this competitive atmosphere Leander excelled as a baseball player (pitcher, third baseman, outfielder) and shined as a track and field star in the annual MIAA spring Field Days. These were the only two sports available at the time. Although many of his Field Day gold medals were in unheralded events such as the backward broad jump, the fact is he won 37 events in a span of five years. His feat of June 6, 1890 is particularly noteworthy. Of the 20 events contested that afternoon, Burnett competed in 12, winning 10, while placing second in the other two.
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  Leander Burnett

  IN THE SPARTLITE

  Baseball: The MAC baseball team defeated the Lansing Capital City team, 53-0, on June 10, 1886. This established a team scoring record that likely will remain forever. A total of 36 errors by the losers (another possible record) obviously aided in the lopsided margin. Riddle: How did MAC score the solitary run in the 9-1 loss of June 27, 1891, against the Sparta (Mich.) city team if no Aggie ever crossed home plate? Here is how it happened. When the game promptly began at 2:30 P.M., the Farmers had only eight players available. To complete their line-up, the host city team loaned the college boys a player by the name of Ganzell. It was Mr. Ganzell who tripled in the first inning and later scored to register the only run of the game for the Agricultural College. By the second inning, Charlie Weideman, the tardy player, had arrived from East Lansing, whereupon he was immediately inserted into the lineup, replacing the “loaner.” Consequently, no MAC player scored in that game at Sparta.

  Boxing: Michigan State boxing champions were first crowned during the MIAA Field Days of 1888-1892. Contests were held in four competing weights: featherweight (120 pounds and under), lightweight (120 to 140 pounds), middleweight (140 to 160 pounds), and heavyweight (160 pounds and over). Winning five championships between 1890-1892, Edward Polhamus was the most successful pugilist of those early field days. Although not a “legitimate” heavyweight, he was a three-time champion in that division, as well as an earner of “double” titles, at 140 pounds in 1890 and 160 pounds in 1892. His success in the ring was accompanied by respect from fellow students whom he trained in boxing and physical culture. Prior to the Field Day of 1893, MIAA delegates met in Jackson and voted to streamline the two-day program of activities. Boxing was one of the events eliminated; thus it would become dormant as an intercollegiate sport in East Lansing for 43 years.

  Football: As early as the fall of 1890 there was evidence of football activities on the MAC campus. On April 17 of that following spring, the Olivet College team met the Farmers at the baseball park in Lansing and won with ease, 72 to 0. In a return game at Olivet two weeks later it was a near carbon copy, with the Comets scoring another effortless win, this time 78 to 0. Members of the Aggie team learned their lesson well. Instead of fulfilling a scheduled third consecutive contest at the field days in June, they forfeited and settled for an exhibition game of two teams drawn from the combined squads.

  The inter-class game on Columbus Day of 1892 was thoroughly documented in The College Speculum of November 10. The game, a 22-6 win by the juniors over the sophomores, was played on the parade grounds with Professors Vedder and Woodworth officiating. The student writer’s concluding paragraph in The Speculum left a positive tone:

  “The scene during the game as viewed from the eastside of the grounds was like some which we see pictured in the illustrated weeklies, but know little about here. The players in the foreground, the enthusiastic and noisy students along the side lines, the bright costume and eager faces of the fair spectators in the carriages or on the benches, the afternoon sun of the autumn day, all formed a most pleasant picture. It is to be hoped that the friendly contest did much to awaken our interest and dissipate our prejudice against this—the greatest of college sports.”

  Track and Field: The MIAA Field Days of 1888 through 1907 seemed to provide the primary forum for the runners and jumpers of the day to display their special talents. Meanwhile, the school’s first “official” track and field meet was a home triangular affair held on May 14-15, 1886. Five team points were awarded for only first place (four points in ties). Host MAC was the winner with 19 points, followed by Albion with 14 points while Alma went scoreless. Accounting for the Aggie total were: Donald Yerkes in the standing broad jump, William Kinnan in the running high-kick, Henry Avery in the standing high-kick, and Charles Hemphill, who tied in the 100-yard dash. Three weeks later the team traveled to Albion where, on June 4, the Aggies settled for a 25-25 tie in what is historically noted as the school’s first dual track meet. Taking the firsts were Yerkes in the shot put and standing broad jump, Sanson in the sledge throw, Kinnan in the hitch and kick, and Avery in the running high-kick. One can only attempt to visualize how the hitch and kick and running high-kick events were conducted and measured. It is noted that Avery, the Aggie star, competed 90 times in the running high kick event and was never defeated. His record leap was 21 inches above his head. At Sarnia, Ontario, in the summer of 1885, he defeated the Canadian champion, Henry Zimmerman.

  In the 220-yard dash of the 1891 Field Day at Olivet College, Lagrande G. Rickerd of Albion battled down the stretch against Ralph Haskin of MAC. As Rickerd, the winner, broke the tape the timers checked their watches and were unbelieving. Following some discussion, the word was passed to the track announcer, who raised the megaphone to his lips and bellowed to those assembled in the grandstand: “The winner of the 220 yard dash . . . Rickerd of Albion . . . the time, twenty-one and two-fifths seconds . . . A NEW WORLD’S RECORD!” As noted in the Lansing Republican: “cheers upon cheers broke out when the time was announced, followed by calls of incredulity.”

  Shortly thereafter, a suspicious track marshal called for a surveyor’s measuring tape. Ecstasy became reality. Upon re-measure, it was determined that Lagrande Rickerd had established a “world’s record” for the 203 yard dash and not the 220.

  [image: image]

  The MAC 1892 Field Day team
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  MAC

  1893-1899

  TALES TO TELL

  Perhaps based on a more complete schedule of games (four), the team of 1896 has been declared the school’s first official football team.

  The MAC Record confirms that season’s opener in a detailed eight-paragraph story that opens with:

  “MAC and Lansing high school opened the football season at Elton Park last Saturday afternoon. An element of uncertainty as to the outcome, from the fact that six of the MAC boys were new men, and that Cole, Judson, and Rork, three old MAC men, were to play with the high school team gave interest to the game and brought out a good-sized crowd.”

  The Lansing Republic covered the story in a more concise manner:

  “The M.A.C. Juniors and the Lansing High School football club played a hot game at Elton Park today. The college boys won by a score of 10 to 0.”

  City maps of the period do not identify the existence of Elton Park. Subsequent research has yet to uncover its exact location.

  TEAM OF THE YEARS

  With a record of 1-2-1, the football team of 1896 did not leave an impressive record. It was, however, MAC’s pioneer edition, and therefore designated as the team of the years 1893-1899. Without a coach, the team captain, Wilfred R. Vanderhoef, likely arranged for practices and the scheduling of games.
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  This team picture was taken on the lawn south of the library (today’s Linton Hall).

  
    HEADLINES

    1894: Sunday comics first appear in newspapers.

    1895: Sears Roebuck Company opens a mail-order business.

    1896: The ancient Olympic Games are revived in Athens, Greece.

    1898: The U.S. battleship Maine is blown up in the Havana, Cuba harbor, initiating the Spanish-American War.
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  MAKING HISTORY

  Michigan Agricultural College witnessed the introduction of no less than nine sports into its athletic program during the latter portion of the 19th century. Baseball’s first year in East Lansing was in 1884, track and field in 1886, football in 1896 and basketball in 1899. Additionally, through MIAA Field Day competition from 1888-1899, fencing, boxing, tennis, gymnastics and wrestling were contested for the first time by Aggie student-athletes. Performing before what The MAC Record described as a “large and enthusiastic crowd,” the first-ever MAC indoor track meet was held on February 5, 1898. The opponent was a team from the Lansing High School and the site was the city’s new armory. Events of the day were the 25-yard dash, shot put, both standing and running high jump, and wrestling in four weight classes. The feature of the program was a bag-punching exhibition by William Pool of Detroit. The Aggies hosted a rematch on March 12.

  GREAT STATE DATES

  Football—November 17, 1894 (H): The Speculum reported on “one of the most interesting and exciting games of football that the college has had the pleasure of witnessing for a long while.” The contest was against Albion College, and the Aggies scored in the final three minutes to gain a 6-4 victory. One minor note is needed: Albion had fielded their second team that day.

  Baseball—May 3, 1897 (H): In the 37-5 defeat of Hillsdale, the Aggies recorded the school’s second highest-ever output of runs during a regular game. Scoring came as follows: four in the first, eight in the third, eight in the fourth and 17 in the fifth.

  Football—November 6, 1897 (H): It appears the Michigan Agricultural team of 1897 was too much for Alma to handle. With the rule in place that the team scored upon had to kick off back to the team that just scored, the Aggies seemed to be on the offense throughout the opening 25-minute half. By intermission they led 22-0 on four touchdowns (four points each) and three successful conversions (two points each). MAC began the second half rather listlessly, and the Scots scored their only touchdown, but the Farmers responded with three more TDs. The final score ballooned to 38-4.

  Track and Field—May 13, 1898 (N): The one outdoor dual meet of 1898 was against Olivet at Charlotte, presumably at the county fairgrounds. Not only was the chosen site a convenient midpoint between the two schools, but the town’s citizens demonstrated generous hospitality. For each event, the Charlotte merchants offered first, second and third place prizes which ranged from a smoking jacket valued at $6.50 to an ordinary $0.10 shave. The events of the day were as follows: 100-yard dash, half-mile run, 220-yard hurdles, hammer throw, pole vault, quarter-mile run, running broad jump, running high jump, 120-yard hurdles, one- mile run, shot put, one-mile relay and the mile walk. Also, there were two bicycle races at half-mile and one-mile distances. The mile walk was the only event won by an Olivet team member. Bill Russell, Chandler Tompkins, George Wells and Byron Holdsworth accounted for 13 of the 16 blue ribbons won by the Farmers. With the addition of nine second places and 11 thirds, MAC defeated the Comets, 77-24.

  Baseball—May 20, 1898 (H): The game against Albion must have been a thriller to watch. MAC opened with six runs in the first inning, yet, upon the conclusion of five innings, they trailed the Britons, 9-8. The Aggies regained command, 10-9, on a two-run homer by Charley Adams in the seventh. But the visitors wouldn’t quit. By the time the Farmers reached the bottom of the ninth, once more they trailed, 12-10. With the bases loaded, Ellis Ranney blasted a ball that came down in the tops of the evergreens in front of the Armory for a home run. By the time he reached home plate, a howling mob was there to greet him, whereupon he was mounted their shoulders and carried away.

  Football—October 8, 1898 (A): In the season-opening 11-6 football victory at Ypsilanti against Normal, a free-for-all nearly resulted when someone in the crowd struck MAC star Bill Russell in the back following an Ypsi touchdown. Someone else attacked Coach Keep, who was doubling as the game’s referee (a common practice for the time). Quick action on the part of the home team averted further trouble. It was pleasing to find that, according to The MAC Record, the Normal students were in no way responsible, the trouble being caused by the rowdy element in the city.

  Basketball—February 27, 1899 (H): The article below from the March 7 issue of The MAC Record, an alumni publication, describes the first-ever basketball game by an Aggie team, which the Aggies lost, 6-7:

  “An exceedingly interesting game of basket-ball was played in the Armory, on Monday afternoon of last week, between M.A.C. and Olivet. The teams were so evenly matched that at the end of two 20-minute bouts the score was a tie. In the third bout—10 minutes—Olivet scored after eight minutes of hard playing, on a free trial at goal for a foul. The game was hard and fast from start to finish but was characterized by entirely too many fouls that were not noticed by the referees. Interference with the ball when it was clearly in the hands of an opponent was of too frequent occurrence. The most brilliant play in the game was a long goal from field by Ranney.”

  Baseball—May 1, 1899 (A): The Albion game of 1899 was a thriller. In the top of the ninth, with the score tied 6-6, the Aggie’s Art Decker beat out a bunt, Alex Krental was safe on an error, Roy Norton and Fred Murphy singled, and then Sam Kennedy hit a long double, clearing the bases. The final score: MAC 10, Albion 6.

  ATHLETE OF THE YEARS

  Ellis Ranney of Belding, Mich., is recognized as the first MAC football hero, as he played three years at quarterback from 1897-1899. In addition, Ranney, a good baseball hitter, played second base on the 1897-1900 teams and was also a starter on the first two Michigan Agricultural College basketball teams (1899 and 1900). He was selected as captain in his final two years of football and in his junior year of baseball.
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  Ellis Ranney

  IN THE SPARTLITE

  Baseball: A Speculum reporter included a sideline observation in his story of the home opener at the Parade Grounds on April 15, 1893:

  “A pleasing feature was the large attendance from Lansing. The attendance of the fair sex was especially large, and their cheers and bright faces were among the principal features of the ball game. Up to the eighth inning most of the student onlookers found them of more interest than the affairs of the diamond.”

  In true editorial style, an 1894 issue of The Speculum lashed out at the seemingly non-supporting fans who were attending games at the Parade Grounds:

  “A feature played here by the regular team has been the sale of score cards. These little mementos of the game placed in the hands of hustling students are a source of revenue that is pleasing. The last two named games very nearly paid expenses, more than that we do not ask for. [program sales for note: exact revenues from those games were, Albion $11.95 and Olivet $16.70]. Lansing visitors come out in quite large numbers and are reported by the ‘hustlers’ as mighty poor pay. College students never expect, never get any thing free in the city in the way of entertainment and are righteously indignant when cigaretted dandies, men of more sober estate, and street gamins in troops come out to sponge an afternoon at the college.”

  The 4-1 loss to Hillsdale in 1896 must have been a frustrating afternoon for both teams. In total, they hammered out 25 hits (12 by MAC) and managed only five runs, of which three were earned. The MAC Record detailed a triple play, highlighting the 2-0 loss to Albion in the Field Day championship game of 1897:

  “It was an excellent game and presented one feature not often seen and not seen in the M.I.A.A. for at least eight years, viz: a triple play. Albion had filled the bases, with no men out. A hard drive was sent to Ranney at second, who caught it about four inches from the ground. All base runners had started at the crack of the bat. Ranney stepped on second, retiring the runner between second and third, then threw to first in time to catch the runner who had left that base.”

  Unlike football, the annual financial statement for baseball listed both receipts and expenses:

  
    
      
      
    
    
      	Receipts:
      	
    

    
      	 
    

    
      	Donations
      	$135.00
    

    
      	Tickets sold
      	$30.35
    

    
      	TOTAL
      	$165.35
    

    
      	 
    

    
      	Expenses:
      	
    

    
      	 
    

    
      	Two dozen balls
      	$24.00
    

    
      	Ten bats
      	$7.50
    

    
      	Mask
      	$2.50
    

    
      	One dozen caps
      	$9.00
    

    
      	Mitts
      	$6.00
    

    
      	Gum
      	$2.75
    

    
      	Witch hazel
      	$0.75
    

    
      	TOTAL
      	$52.50
    

  

  The Aggies took to the road for an unusual morning-afternoon doubleheader on May 14, 1898. The morning contest, opposite Michigan Normal in Ypsilanti, was to be followed by an afternoon game in Ann Arbor facing the U of M. In the opener, a 20-8 win for the Farmers, MAC’s captain Frank Warren injured his knee. Regardless, he fulfilled his scheduled afternoon start on the mound against the Wolverines, only to have the injury force him to the sidelines after four innings, trailing 10-0. In a strange gesture by today’s standards, he was replaced by Ikey Clark, the Michigan coach. The home team must have equally relished their mentor’s offerings as they scored another 10 runs, eventually winning the abbreviated eight-inning game, 20-1.

  On April 14, 1899, the general agent for Spalding Sporting Goods Company measured members of the team for yet another new uniform. That edition included a white shirt, green pantaloons and green cap (identified as the Boston pattern). In what is likely a team record, Roy Norton committed four errors in the opening inning of the Kalamazoo game of May 20, 1899, helping pave the way for an 11-run outburst. Also contributing to the eventual 16-11 loss was the pregame resignation of team captain, Ellis Ranney. His departure was to avoid further trouble stemming from a protest lodged by the Albion team. It seemed that during the previous summer Ranney had played for one of the northern resort teams for which he received board, an apparent break of MIAA rules. As it turned out, the protest was not sustained, probably because every college in the association played men with similar experience. Ranney would later return to the team.

  Basketball: It is not known who introduced the game of basketball to the student-athletes at MAC in 1899. Ironically, Charles Bemies, who had learned directly about the sport from Dr. James Naismith in Springfield, Mass., and thus became one of the sport’s pioneering proponents, would not become MAC’s first director of physical culture until the following fall. A variation of the game of basketball, the “cage game” was played at the turn of the century. The chief distinction of the cage game was the feature of a cage immediately surrounding the area of play, the cage being a heavy wire net of fencing that prohibited the ball from going out of bounds unless it went over the top. Play was continuous. The name “cagers” remains in the lexicon of veteran sportswriters when making reference to today’s game.

  Football: Football activities of 1893 centered on a team fielded by the Class of 1896. The records reveal that those sophomores played and were victorious in a pair of November games. First was a 40-4 win at the campus over Lansing High School and a victory one week later in Lansing from a team identified as the State Auditor General’s Office. Both games apparently drew a substantial number of curious spectators, and, in a visionary perspective, The College Speculum noted that many other schools were apparently finding the game of football a source of revenue. That day of “revenue” seemed a long way off for MAC. The football financial statement of that year reported only expenses:

  
    
      
      
    
    
      	Expenses:
      	
    

    
      	 
    

    
      	Railroad fare
      	$79.84
    

    
      	Bus fare
      	$5.70
    

    
      	Meals
      	$4.75
    

    
      	Coach
      	$11.50
    

    
      	TOTAL
      	$101.79
    

  

  Colleges commonly played high school teams in the 1800s. MAC was no exception. Although The College Speculum of Nov. 10, 1894 does not report the final score of a game in Detroit, the story hints at the result:

  “Our first 11 went to Detroit October 20 to play the Detroit high school. This game demonstrated once more the fact that a team can not put up a good game unless they play together. The team must play as a unit, not as a number of individuals. Before the second rush was made, Captain Vanderhoef was ruled off the field for “slugging.” This weakened the team very materially, as it left it without a leader.”

  In those early years, the football team was allowed to use the parade grounds for practice only two days each week, and a typical afternoon workout was described as “forty-five minutes of practice followed by a mile run and a rub down.” On the other three days players ran wind sprints on the grounds near the president’s home. Further complicating organized workouts, some students were released from classes at 4:00 P.M. while others were not available until after 5:00 P.M. Finally in October of 1899 arrangements were reached for all members of the team to be available for practice before sundown and at the same hour.

  The Notre Dame team of 1897 was a frightening opponent to face. Their line averaged 190 pounds and featured a center weighing in at 246, huge for players of those early years. Notwithstanding the size differential, MAC played them with great inspiration that fall. Early in the second half, George Wells broke into the clear but was hauled down at the five-yard line. On the next play, Hugh Baker carried the ball into the end zone and Bill Russell kicked the goal. As for scoring, that was it for the Aggies. At game’s end the scoreboard in South Bend read: Home Team 34, Visitors 6.

  Games were frequently played on plots of flat ground circumscribed by a restraining rope stretched from post to post. Fan comfort was minimal or nonexistent, and spectators would frequently burst through the restricting lines and stand halfway across the field to view the game.

  Track and Field: In the 100-yard dash of the 1894 MIAA “all-around” competition the judges had declared that Cadwallder of Olivet finished ahead of Jim Petley of Michigan Agricultural. A camera fanatic was on hand in the person of Mr. Nellist, MAC class of 1896 football manager. He snapped a very clear picture showing Petley ahead of Cadwallder by some distance and thus the original call was protested.

  The quarter-mile run of the 1895 MIAA field day competition centered on Shipp of Albion and Patridge of MAC. As the pair raced side-by-side to the finish line, an over-enthusiastic Albion man darted out and “coached” Shipp over the line with a first-place time of 54.3 seconds. The unaided Patridge was a close second. According to the rules governing such cases, no attendant could accompany a competitor, and on this ground the race was declared illegal. In what now seems like a ludicrous method for resolving the issue, the judges decided to have the race re-run at Eaton Rapids on Saturday, June 15.

  There is no disclosure of exactly where the race was re-run, perhaps on a school ground. Yet the result is well documented. Patridge took an early lead and hung on for a ten-foot victory as Shipp narrowed the gap with a strong sprint over the final 220 yards. The time was a slow 57.0.

  SPARTAN SCRAPBOOK

  ———— BASEBALL ————
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  First baseball team (1884)
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  MAC

  1899-1904

  TALES TO TELL

  A season-ending summary report published in the Dec. 10, 1901, edition of The MAC Record focused on two problems for football: practice time and finances. As for practice on the parade grounds, football competed with military drill and was limited to one hour, from 4:00 to 5:00 P.M. By the time the men were in their gear and on the field it was 4:30 P.M., giving them only 30 minutes to work out. Team costs were yet another problem. Lacking a fence, the field did not provide the opportunity to charge an admission fee for games. Costs were partially absorbed by a voluntary student athletic association fee of 50 cents per term. Of the 800 enrolled students, only 448 joined the association, with 94 of that number unpaid. Thus, funds were limited.

  At the conclusion of the undefeated 1903 basketball season, overtures were made to host a postseason game against the highly successful University of Minnesota team. It was suggested this proposed game would be for the “championship of the United States.” Plans hinged on raising guarantee money and the Gopher team gaining school approval for the trip. The $125 guarantee money was raised by MAC, but a March 19 telegram from the Minnesota team manager burst the bubble. It read: “Sorry, basketball team is unable to go east.” Thus, lost was the opportunity to play for the first ever “national championship” title. Instead, the Encyclopedia of Basketball notes that Columbia University claimed the first national championship after defeating Minnesota 27-15 and Wisconsin 21-15 in regular season play of 1905.

  
    HEADLINES

    1900: Johann Waaler, a Norwegian inventor based in Germany, patents a tiny device made of bent wire: it is soon called the paper clip.

    1901: King C. Gillette begins manufacturing the modern safety razor with disposable blades.

    1903: At Kitty Hawk, N.C., Orville and Wilbur Wright, Ohio bicycle makers, launch the world’s first successful manned flight in a motorized airplane.

    1904: Henry Ford sets a new land speed record of 91.37 mph in his motor car “999” on frozen Lake St. Clair, near Detroit.
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  TEAM OF THE YEARS

  The 1903 basketball team posted a 6-0 record and completed MAC’s third consecutive undefeated season. They totally dominated the opposition, as noted by the composite point totals of 225 versus 36.
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  The five starters (who frequently played the entire game), were John Schaffer, seated in front, along with Foley Tuttle, Edward Balbach, captain Joseph Haftencamp and Ray Tower, seated left to right in the middle row. The manager (back row, middle) was Wilson Millar, who often refereed home games. Millar lettered in football and baseball. He is flanked by (left) Bauld and (right) Morgan.

  MAKING HISTORY

  On April 18, 1902, the baseball team played its first game on the new diamond across the river at Old College Field (Kobs Field). Furthermore, they played the game in new green-and-gray uniforms. Unfortunately, the visiting Michigan Wolverines were not impressed, easily winning, 20-2. Reflecting the poor defensive play, 17 of the winners’ 20 runs were unearned.

  The early football rules could inspire lopsided scores. The scored-upon team was required to immediately surrender the ball by kicking off to the team that just scored. Conceivably, the weaker team might go for extended periods of time without ever putting the ball into play offensively. A 1903 rule change modified all of that by providing the scored-upon team the option of kicking or receiving the ball.

  Ed Pinnance, star of the 1903 baseball team, struck out nine as he faced only 29 Alma batters in pitching the first-ever Aggie no-hit, no-run game. Only two Scots reached base, one on an error and another by drawing a walk. Following that season, Pinnance left school to become MAC’s first ever major leaguer, as he signed a contract with Connie Mack’s Philadelphia Athletics. He met his new team in Cleveland and eventually saw action in two games, pitching a total of seven innings. Credited with one save, his ERA was 2.57. That was Ed Pinnance’s total major league career.

  GREAT STATE DATES

  Basketball—February 1, 1902 (H): During this period of paltry scoring, it is difficult to conceive the Farmers topping Alma by a team-record differential score of 102-3, but it happened. James Cooper led the scoring parade with 27 points. Ed Balbach, Joe Haftencamp and Ray Tower chipped in 24 points each, as Charles Blanchard rounded out the scoring with three points. The astronomical score was somewhat attributed to 1902 rules that provided for all field goals to be credited with three points.

  Basketball—February 15, 1902 (A): As an obvious enticement for female attendance, the admission charge for the Governor’s Guard game at the Lansing Armory was 25 cents for gentlemen and 15 cents for ladies. It is noted that a large and enthusiastic crowd witnessed the contest and enjoyed the music rendered by the MAC band. Winning with ease, 19-0, this would be the only shutout ever posted by a State basketball team.

  Basketball—March 15, 1902 (A): This game at Hillsdale must have been interesting. Similar to the “cage” game noted in the 1893-1899 section, it was played with no out-of-bounds and with the ball in constant play. From The MAC Record: “This fact caused considerable tussling for the ball, but made it a very lively contest.” It was indeed a “lively contest.” One Hillsdale player left the game in the second half with a dislocated shoulder. The final score was MAC 36, Hillsdale 17.

  Track and Field—May 24, 1902 (N): Perhaps it was a compromise of travel to meet midway at Ithaca, for that is where the dual track meet with Alma was held. Considering facilities, it was not likely a good choice. The MAC Record suggested that Harry Moon, the freshman sprinter, would have run the 100 yards faster than 10.4 seconds if “the track had not been covered with grass and sand.” Furthermore, that afternoon the inside lanes were so wet and muddy that longer races were run at least 10 feet from the pole lane. In accumulating the winning total of 114 points, the Farmers won 16 of the 20 events with Moon accounting for three firsts and three seconds. In addition to the familiar events of today, the program included the standing broad jump and three bicycle races competed at one-quarter-mile, one-mile and five-mile distances.

  Basketball—January 26, 1903 (H): The ease in defeating the Detroit YMCA (score: 43-8) came as a complete surprise. They were held to just one point in the second half of this season opener. Regardless, the Detroiters were respected as a worthy opponent, and throughout the ensuing 15 years they would never again be so dominated by MAC as they were in 1903.

  Basketball—January 29, 1903 (H): Perhaps the jump-ball situations (after each made basket) were officiated a little differently in 1903. The MAC Record reported in the story of the 49-2 win over Hillsdale that “Balbach (the MAC center), to keep the interest up, would jump and seize the ball with both hands when it was put in play (with a jump ball).” The Aggie apparently gained confidence as the game progressed. It was noted that, “Tuttle would leave his opponent and visit with the other players.”

  Baseball—April 18, 1903 (H): With College Field under water from spring floods, the baseball team was back at the familiar Parade Grounds for the Michigan game. Seats from the Armory were placed along the foul lines and approximately 1,000 fans were in attendance at game time. The pitching and hitting star proved to be 23-year-old Ed Pinnance of Walpole Island, Ontario. With the score tied 9-9 in the bottom of the ninth, Pinnace, a right-handed pitcher but left-handed hitter, smashed a line drive over first base which scored the winning run. The crowd swarmed onto the field and carried the players off on their shoulders. Continuing their celebration, a procession of 600 rooters, accompanied by the band, paraded through the streets of Lansing throughout the evening.

  Football—November 14, 1903 (H): The Albion game was for the MIAA championship of 1903. Scoring late in the game (five points for a touchdown), the Aggies successfully converted the point-after for a tie score of 6-6. The Albion team strongly disputed MAC’s point-after-touchdown, claiming it had been an illegal play. Following postgame debate, it was agreed to take the dispute to a three-man panel consisting of the U of M Coach Yost, Keene Fitzpatrick (Michigan’s trainer) and Arthur Curtis, the Wisconsin coach, who was in Ann Arbor for a game. The trio listened to both sides and finally agreed the Aggie play was legal. Thus, MAC tied Albion for the conference title.

  Baseball—May 20, 1904 (H): The University of Wisconsin, leading the Western Conference and just having split a pair of games with Michigan, came to town for a single contest. The game started late because the Badgers had difficulty locating the campus. After three innings the score was knotted at 2-2, and over the next 11 innings no runner crossed the plate. Finally, to the delight of the local fans, the Aggies managed to break the tie, scoring the winning run in the bottom of the 15th. Bert Ellsworth scored on an infield out after singling and working his way to third on a sacrifice and fielder’s choice. Carl Hyde pitched the entire game for MAC and surrendered only five hits. This was the first-ever game against a Western Conference opponent, other than the University of Michigan.

  Baseball—May 30, 1904 (H): Memorial Day began damp and rainy, enough that the scheduled baseball game with Michigan Normal was canceled. Then, as the morning brightened, a game was quickly arranged with the Oldsmobile team, a semi-professional aggregation from Lansing. Word spread, and eventually 1,700 fans made their way to College Field. Among them, sideline betters were wagering that the “college boys” wouldn’t even score a run. One can only imagine the surprise when the Aggies squeezed out a 3-2 win over their more experienced opponents. Lansing merchants seized the opportunity of the day to honor the Aggie second baseman and Lansingite, Russ Canfield. Upon his initial appearance at the plate, time was called, and he was presented with a gold watch.

  Baseball—June 4, 1904 (H): In the Field Day championship game, before 3,000 spectators, the Aggies defeated the favored Albion nine, 2-1. Trailing 1-0, Andy Armstrong opened the seventh by reaching first on an error. He then stole second, took third on a sacrifice, and scored on Russ Canfield’s single. Canfield then stole second, stole third and scored the ultimate winning run on the catcher’s overthrow of the third baseman. The Britons had captured the title over the preceding four years, and MAC had not won the championship since 1892.

  Football—October 29, 1904 (H): By defeating Hillsdale, 104-0, in the fifth game on the schedule, the Farmers reached a score that remains the second highest total in school history. The Chargers were held to a scant two first downs and total of 17 yards gained from scrimmage. MAC reeled off 1,511 yards for the day while scoring 16 touchdowns. The attack was led by Wilbert Holdsworth and Oscar Kratz with four touchdowns each. Frank Kratz scored three times with Walt Small, Steve Doty, Amos Ashley, Harvey Hahn and Bob Bell each registering one TD.

  ATHLETE OF THE YEARS

  Harry Moon, a four-year track and field star from 1902-1905, won nine MIAA Field Day titles. In 1904 his 10.0 in the 100-yard dash set a meet record that would not be bettered until 1937, one-third of a century later. On that same afternoon in 1904, Moon ran the anchor leg of the winning mile relay. He was 25 yards behind the leader when he took the baton and then, 440 yards later, broke the tape 40 yards in front of the competition. In June of that year Harry was runner-up in both the 100- and 220-yard dashes at the World’s Collegiate Championships, held as a pre-Olympic meet at St. Louis. Those finishes would garner MAC a third-place tie with Illinois in the team standings. Although he did not compete in the Olympic Games held later that summer in St. Louis, Moon has historically been erroneously identified with the USA team.
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  Harry Moon

  IN THE SPARTLITE

  Baseball: Beginning in 1902 and continuing through 1906, the team opened the season with an exhibition game against a local high school.

  MAC concluded the 1903 season on Memorial Day when their star pitcher, Ed Pinnance, defeated a team from his hometown, the Walpole Indian School of Canada, 10-4. The 12-man squad displayed some wonderful and classic Chippewa Indian names: Kewadek, Pontiac, Mahjeyahssing, Hiawatha, Penaces, Pashku, Kuhbakeshegud, Tecumseh and Auhyahkaosa.

  On April 30, 1904, the Farmers headed for Detroit and a game with Detroit College. The day was rainy, and no field had been arranged for the game, so a grassy park was located and a diamond laid out. As could be expected, the assigned umpire couldn’t locate the impromptu game site and never showed up. It was agreed the Detroit coach’s son, a young lad by the name of Doyle, would fill the role as arbitrator. The game ran smoothly until the bottom of the ninth with MAC leading, 4-1. The MAC Record suggested that young Doyle “lost his eyesight” during the home team’s final time at bat. The first three batters received walks, the next two hit safely, and suddenly the game was over, 5-4 in favor of the Detroiters.

  Basketball: MAC trailed at halftime in the Olivet game of Feb. 3, 1900, 8-1. While the Aggies held the Comets scoreless in the second half, they managed five points to finish just short, 8-6. With two points each, Tom Agnew, Eugene Brewer and Leavitt were in a three-way tie for the Farmer’s high point man. At $0.15, it was a bargain night for the fans, as a second game was played in which the Aggie women defeated Lansing High School, 16-4.

  Eleven days following the 1901 team’s organizational meeting, a practice game was played against a faculty team which included Coach Bemies. The varsity team of Ed Balbach, Charles Blanchard, Joe Haftencamp, James Cooper and Johnson defeated the teachers, 8-4. This game was preceded by a women’s game against a team from Ypsilanti Normal. Shut out by the Huron women, 26-0, there was no high-point person for the Aggies.

  The basketball team opened the 1903 season in new uniforms. Without detailed description, The MAC Record noted, “The contrast in color between the suits of the home team and the (Detroit) YMCA made the game particularly interesting from the spectators’ point of view.”

  The financial balance sheet for the four home games of 1904 reveal receipts of $55.00 and expenses of $120.75. It would seem the sport was not yet a “money maker.”

  Attesting to the primitive facilities of the time, during the 1904 game at Alma, a host player received severe burns on his hand from the exposed steam pipes on the wall behind the basket.

  Without revealing its dimensions, the gymnasium at the Grand Rapids YMCA was depicted as “very narrow” and difficult “to do good team work.” Regardless, it was likely no smaller than the basketball floor at Hope College that measured 30 feet from end to end. Conceivably, a full-court press and a zone defense could have likely been employed simultaneously.

  Football: Team facilities improved when the bathroom in the basement of Abbot Hall (site of the current Music Practice Building) was turned over to the athletic director in 1900. After affixing a dressing room to the lavatory, the football team members had accommodations heretofore unavailable. Prior to this, each player would change in and out of his uniform back in his dorm-itory room.

  Three home games were played during the 1900 season. At least one of the contests (Albion) was scheduled at the Lansing race track.

  The rules called for two 35-minute halves; but, if appropriate excuses (darkness, or permitting a team to catch a train) existed, the length of playing time could be shortened by mutual consent of the two captains. A story pertaining to the 1901 game at Kalamazoo confirmed a devious method for shortening a contest when it seemed prudent to do so. Leading MAC by a score of 15-5, the host team, “K” College, was permitted excessive time-outs by the local referee each time MAC moved the ball offensively. The end result was a game prematurely concluded on account of darkness after only ten minutes of play in the second half. The 10-point Kalamazoo lead held up.

  Transferring from one school to another was apparently commonplace. Listed among the “new” MAC men of 1902 were Wesley Cortright from Hillsdale College, Thomas Agnew from Albion College and Watson from Alma College. It was not novel or inappropriate to see the famed Michigan coach, Fielding H. Yost, “scouting” other collegiate campuses for athletes to add to his talent-rich squad.

  There is evidence the 119-0 loss to Michigan in 1902 was a “practice game;” nevertheless, the result remains in the records as the school’s most humiliating loss. In his book, The Spartans, Fred Stabley reveals the following anecdote. Just before the game concluded, the same U of M coach, Fielding Yost, spotted an MAC player passing behind the Michigan bench en route to the dressing room and inquired, “The game’s not over yet, son. Where are you going?” The totally exhausted Aggie responded, “Mr. Yost, they told us up home we were coming down here for experience, and for me, I’ve had mine.”

  Track and Field: In 1901 Harry Schultz would capture the 100- and 220-yard dashes, running broad jump, hop-step and jump, pole vault, high jump, plus finish second in the standing broad jump and third in the 220-yard hurdles. He was comfortably leading in that hurdle race until he lost a shoe while negotiating the fourth barrier. Keene Fitzpatrick, meet referee and director of athletics at the U of M, acknowledged that Schultz was the best all-around athlete he had ever seen.

  Although the 50-38 victory over Alma in 1904 is historically recorded as a “track and field” win, some of the contested events that afternoon made it sound more like a carnival: the high dive (head-first high jump), club swinging, parallel bars and wrestling in six weight classes.

  SPARTAN SCRAPBOOK

  ———— BASEBALL COACHES (1884-2005) ————
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  Max Beutner (1899)
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  Charles Bemies (1900-01)
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  George Denman (1902-03)
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  Chester Brewer (1904-10, ’18-20)
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  John Macklin (1911-15)
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  John Morrissey (1916-17, ’22)
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  George “Potsy” Clark (1921)
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  Fred Walker (1923-24)
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  John Kobs (1925-63)
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  Danny Litwhiler (1964-82)
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  Tom Smith (1983-95)
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  Ted Mahan (1996-05)

  Note: No coach, 1884-98
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  MAC

  1904-1909

  TALES TO TELL

  Here’s the answer to a trivia question that will surprise many Spartans fans. Question: In what year was a Michigan State athlete first credited with winning an individual Western Conference (Big Ten) championship? Realizing that Michigan State was not voted into the conference until Dec. 12, 1948, it seems obvious the answer would be sometime thereafter . . . wrong! The answer is the year 1908 when Ralph J. Carr captured the outdoor Big Ten two-mile race held at Marshall Field in Chicago. From 1901 until 1926 the annual conference track meet was an open meet with teams as far away as California invited and entered. In addition to 1908, MAC teams of 1909, 1921 and 1925 also scored points.

  The Chicago Record-Herald vividly reported Carr’s exciting victory:

  “In a sensational finish, Carr of Michigan Agricultural, a thoroughbred ‘dark horse,’ won the two-mile run from a classy field of long-distance stars with Waggoner of Ames, second, and Maundrell of Stanford third. Carr’s time was 9:56.2.

  Maundrell was the foremost figure in the race for more than three-fourths of the way. He led for seven laps with a listless-looking lot of long-distance runners tagging after him. The last lap was superlatively eventful. Smith of Wisconsin drew up even with Maundrell at the start of the lap. He started up the back stretch, with Drew of Wisconsin third and Carr and Waggoner in the rear. At the last turn Waggoner forged to the lead and seemed to have the race in his pocket, when Carr shot up from the bunch in a sensational burst of speed, passed Waggoner like a flash and won by four yards. Maundrell came in third and the Wisconsin contenders finished out.”

  MAC’s total of 8 points was bettered by only six schools: Chicago, 22 2/3; Wisconsin, 20; Illinois, 18; Stanford, 17 2/3; Grinnell, 9 2/3; and Purdue, 9.

  In 1909, the year following Ralph Carr’s dramatic victory, Fred Tillotson duplicated the effort in the same event. The Holcad described the race:

  “‘Tillie’ drew 11th place in the starting, but had hardly run 20 yards before he had worked his way over to the pole with but six men in front of him. Holding this position, he ran about the fifth lap when he worked ahead again to third place. Stophlet had set the pace at the start, and at the end of the first mile, still led with a great lead, going at a 440 clip.

  
    HEADLINES

    1905: New York Central Railroad’s “20th Century Limited” travels between New York City and Chicago in 18 hours.

    1908: The 47-story Singer Building in New York City becomes America’s first skyscraper.

    1909: The Lincoln penny, issued by the Philadelphia Mint, replaced the Indian-head penny, which had been in circulation for 50 years.

    1909: Arctic explorer Robert Peary, his aide Matthew Henson, and four Eskimos are the first to reach the North Pole.
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  As the runners went up the back stretch of the sixth lap, Tillotson jumped into second place and closed up directly behind Stophlet, where he stayed until coming into the stretch of the eighth lap. Nearly every athlete on the field by this time was calling and yelling to “Tillie” to “beat him up,” and a terrific sprint up the straight away put Tillotson in first place. Tillotson was given a great ovation as he finished the race, both by the men on the track and the four or five thousand spectators.”
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  1908 FOOTBALL TEAM

  Pictured above are (first row, left to right) Cogsdill, W. Frazer*, B. Shedd (captain), M. Lee, C. Moore. (second row, left to right) R. Wheeler, F. Stone, C. Ballard, I. Cortright, A. Campbell, P. McKenna, Sorensen. (back row, left to right) Coach C. Brewer, G. Allen, L. Exelby, J. Campbell, C. Burroughs, Maleski, B. Patterson, unknown.

  * William Frazer would later become an Olympian in the pistol event.

  Tillotson’s victory gave the Aggies five points and a tie with Colorado for seventh place behind Illinois, 36; Stanford, 28; Chicago, 21; Wisconsin, 12; and Minnesota and Purdue, six each.

  TEAM OF THE YEARS

  The 1908 football team posted a record of 6-0-2 with both ties in scoreless games (Michigan and DePaul). In fact, the Aggies were unscored upon until the sixth contest of the season, a 46-2 victory over Olivet. During the course of the eight-game schedule, MAC outscored its opposition 205-22.

  MAKING HISTORY

  A football rule change in 1906 called for the playing field to be marked off in checkerboard fashion with five-yard lines paralleling the sidelines over the entire field. This layout, in place through the 1909 season, was designed to assist officials in requiring the first player receiving the ball to go five yards to the left or right of the snapper before crossing the line of scrimmage. This applied to both the passer and the runner. The rule, stricken from the books in 1910, was initiated in hopes of neutralizing the brutality which seemed to be characterizing play at the center of the scrimmage line.

  Ed Krehl was the basketball team’s go-to guy in 1905. Scoring 22 points in the second half of the Jackson “Y” game on February 4, he finished the afternoon with 29 of the Aggies’ 47 winning points. In the 94-4 rout of the Battle Creek YMCA three weeks later, Krehl scored a remarkable 42 points and set a team scoring record that would hold, incredibly, for 50 years.

  On May 5, 1905, the Aggie track team defeated Notre Dame, 75-56. It was the first MAC victory of any kind over the Irish.

  Fourteen years after the sport of basketball was introduced at the YMCA in Springfield, Mass., terminology was still being contrived. In a 1905 game summary, The MAC Record alluded to “baskets thrown,” and not field goals. Also, those playing the guard positions were often referred to as “backs.”

  With the first hint of a college football poll, The Chicago Tribune, The Grand Rapids Press, and The Chicago Record-Herald each named Notre Dame as Western Champions for 1909. MAC, Minnesota, Missouri, Marquette and Michigan were all mentioned among the next strongest teams.

  Eleven years after MAC completed its first basketball season, the University of Michigan began competition. The two teams met for the first time on Jan. 9, 1909. In its publication of January 12, The MAC Record reported the results:

  “In the first basket ball game of the season M.A.C. easily defeated the Michigan five in a game at the Michigan Gymnasium Saturday night by a final score of 24-16. This is the first year that Michigan has tried the game, and it was her first inter-collegiate contest. On the other hand the M.A.C. team, though having had little time to round into shape, was composed of stars of last year’s championship team and had but little difficulty in putting up team work which told against the playing of the individual stars which composed the University team.

  Both teams showed lack of training, and a total of 32 fouls were called, of which MAC was guilty of 15 and Michigan 17. Dickson, who has played for three seasons, proved a star at throwing field baskets, getting three during the game. Farquar, of Michigan, threw eight baskets out of 13 chances from fouls and McKenna threw eight out of 17 for M.A.C.”

  The return game at the Armory would be an even easier victory, 45-23. Nine years would pass before the U of M would again appear on the Farmers’s schedule.

  GREAT STATE DATES

  Football—November 11, 1905 (H): The most spectacular touchdown of the year was scored in the 46-10 MIAA title-winning game over Albion. Just as a Brit runner was crossing into the end zone, he fumbled, and before the 600-plus spectators (the largest crowd ever in East Lansing) knew what had happened, the Aggies’ Jesse Boyle, the 152-pound right end, had scooped up the elusive ball and sprinted 107 yards the other way for a score. The MAC fans rose en masse and, as The Lansing Daily Journal reported, “nine rahs after nine rahs were accorded Boyle.”

  Basketball—February 10, 1906 (A): The undefeated Aggies opened the season with their fifth straight victory, a convincing 25-20 win at the Grand Rapids YMCA. It was the first loss in three years for Grand Rapids on their home court. Scoring for MAC were Ed Krehl, 11; Roy Vondette, eight; and Dickson, Waterman and Hannish, two points apiece.

  Baseball—May 2, 1906 (A): The most zestful game of 1906 was a 1-0 Aggie victory at Hillsdale. With the game scoreless, Andy Armstrong led off the ninth with a perfect bunt single down the third baseline. Jesse “Guinea” Boyle was sent up to sacrifice but was forced to square away after fouling off the first two pitches. The next pitch was high, one of Boyle’s favorites, and the reliable catcher smashed it out over second base and by the outfielder. Armstrong raced all the way home with what would prove to be the game’s only run.

  Track and Field—May 26, 1906 (H): Winning 10 of 15 events in a triangular meet, MAC defeated Kalamazoo 71-43, while Mt. Pleasant Normal scored only eight points. Accepting the fact that the track was heavy from recent rains, the following times and distances were recorded: Small (120-yard high hurdles) 17.8; Graham (100-yard dash) 10.4; Pearsall (220-yard dash) 24.2; Pearsall (220-yard low hurdles) 29.2; Small (broad jump) 19’ 9 1/2”; Allen (1/2 mile) 2:15.0; Waite (mile) 5:00.0; Carr (2 mile) 11:01.0; Burroughs (discus) 105’ 7 1/2”; Verran, Bignell, Waite, Allen (mile relay) 3:40.8.

  Basketball—March 2, 1907 (H): The 1907 Aggies saved their highest output for the last as they closed their 14-2 season with a 72-13 pasting of the visiting Michigan Normal team from Ypsilanti. Scoring for the Farmers were Roy Vondette, 32; captain Ed Krehl, 18; Parnell McKenna, 12; Claude Hannish, eight; and Leslie Westerman, two.

  Baseball—May 15, 1907 (H): The excitement of the 15-0 victory at Hillsdale centered on Eric Nies who had held the Crusaders hitless over the first eight innings. By the time he took the mound in the ninth, spectators were aware of the pitching gem and responded with accompanying cheers on every pitch thrown by the Aggie ace. Suddenly two men had been retired and Nies faced the last hitter in the batting order. Perhaps it was nerves or fatigue, but Nies yielded his first base on balls of the afternoon. Then the leadoff man, a first baseman by the name of Watkins, cracked a single through the infield, and that was it. The final batter grounded to shortstop and Eric Nies settled for a one-hitter.

  Football—October 26, 1907 (H): The “kickable” pudgy ball used during the early years also led to frequent fumbles. Perhaps this is why field position seemed more significant than ball control. The following excerpt from The Lansing Journal’s report of the 15-6 win over Wabash seems unrealistic:

  “At the beginning of the second half, Wabash kicked to MAC, and McKenna returned the kick fifteen yards. On the first down Vaughn punted and Wabash followed suit. On the exchange of kicks the Farmers gained about twenty yards. Wabash punted again and Vaughn again lifted the leather for fifty yards. Hargraves fumbled the ball on the Hoosiers’ five-yard line, but recovered. Standing behind the goal, he attempted to punt (for a third straight time), but Shedd broke through the line, blocked the kick, and fell on it as the ball rolled over the Wabash goal line giving MAC their first touchdown.”

  Basketball—February 17, 1908 (H): The traveling Haskell Indians out of Lawrence, Kan., coached by the legendary Phog Allen came to town for a game. After Bob Dickson opened the affair with three straight baskets in the first five minutes, the Haskell players became aware they were up against a formidable opponent. They suddenly began to resort to their well-known “roughhouse” style of play. Shortly thereafter, Claude Hannish retired with a wrenched knee and Ed Krehl received a badly bruised hip. Offensively, the Indians had difficulty locating the target as many long shots hit the Armory’s infamous ceiling girders and dropped to the floor. In the second half of play they did not convert a single field goal. MAC was the winner, 33-18.

  Baseball—April 23, 1908 (A): The DePaul game at Chicago concluded in dramatic style. Entering the bottom of the ninth, MAC led 6-1. With one run already across, the Blue Demons loaded the bases with two outs. The next batter smashed a bases-clearing hit beyond the outfielders. Carrying the potential tying run, he circled the diamond as the ball was being tracked down and relayed to the plate. The final exchange was just in time, as Chase Crissey, the catcher, put the tag on to preserve a 6-5 Aggie victory.

  Football—October 3, 1908 (H): The Michigan game, played in East Lansing for the first time, ended in a scoreless tie. Although many years later Duffy Daugherty would compare a tie with “kissing your sister,” the 6,000 hometown spectators responded quite differently that October afternoon in 1908. At game’s end, they “made the air black with hats and pennants,” the State Journal reported. Players were carried from the field across the wooden bridge into the locker room of the Armory. Then, approximately 600 students, dressed in their nightshirts, took streetcars to Lansing and snake-danced through the town. They climaxed their celebration with a big bonfire at Washington and Michigan Avenues. As for the game, the Aggies dominated play. Three-quarters of the plays were in Wolverine territory. Only four times did the U of M make first downs, while the host did so eight times. MAC’s goal was in danger but once, while six different occasions the Farmers worked the ball to within the shadows of their opponent’s goal posts. First Parnell McKenna and then Ion Cortwright missed drop-kick field goal tries.

  Football—October 10, 1908 (H): Two MAC players gained particular adulation in the 35-0 defeat of the Western Michigan Normals. Parnell McKenna dodged and side-stepped the entire team of defenders when he returned one kickoff 100 yards for a touchdown. Another of his sensational runs came on the final play of the half when he returned yet another kickoff, this time being stopped at the visitors’ 25-yard line. Leon Exelby was cited for his bursts into the line as it was reported he made from 15 to 40 yards on every carry.

  Baseball—April 17, 1909 (H): The MAC Record erroneously labeled the season home opener as “slow and devoid of sensational features.” Actually, it was a superb pitchers’ affair of rare vintage. Pat Peterson surrendered only one hit in the nine innings, as his opponent, Sanford of Olivet, was even more miserly, throwing a no-hitter. Regardless, void of any hits, the Aggies had registered what proved to be a game-winning unearned run in the very first inning.

  ATHLETE OF THE YEARS

  Parnell McKenna, from Quinnesac in the upper peninsula, had followed his brother to East Lansing. Edward starred at MAC from 1903-1906 in both football and track. Parnell was a member of the football, basketball, and track teams, and earned a total of nine letters. He captained both the basketball and football teams of 1909. In football, McKenna was a mainstay of four Aggie teams that lost a total of only five games. He played a vital role in holding the Wolverines to a scoreless tie in 1908.
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  Parnell McKenna

  IN THE SPARTLITE

  Baseball: It seems strange by today’s standards: On May 30, 1905, the Aggies played the Detroit Business University (DBU). The Detroit team was composed of professional players who were hired to represent the school in an advertising way. Not one of them was a student.

  The cost of attending home games likely varied over those early years. In 1906, for $1.50, a season ticket could be purchased to cover all home games. In the following year, 1907, admission to individual games was set at 35 cents, with ladies admitted to the grandstand at no charge.

  For the first time in the school’s history, a doubleheader was scheduled, and it was on opening day, 1906, against Olivet. The Congregationalists won the first game 7-4, and MAC returned the favor, 5-2, in the nightcap.

  A star of the 1906 and 1907 teams was Forrest “Parrot” Akers. This was the same Forrest Akers who would become a generous benefactor and have his name affixed to the university forever (Forrest Akers Golf Course). It could be suggested that as MAC pitcher, Akers ran into some bad luck. Two of his five losses in 1906 were games in which MAC was held scoreless. In 1907 he threw a two-hitter against the undefeated Irish at South Bend, only to come up the loser, 1-0.

  The 1909 season opened with athletic director Brewer engaging John Morrissey, manager of the professional Lansing Senators of the Southern Michigan League, to train the squad through the preseason and early portion of the schedule. Seven years later, Morrissey would officially become the Aggies’ head coach for two seasons, 1916 and 1917.

  Basketball: The layout in the Armory held a truly “home court” advantage. The baskets and backboards were attached flush to the brick walls and the overhead steel girders were so low that visiting marksmen were baffled at shooting through or around the obstacles. Accustomed to these obstructions, clever MAC players became adept at arching long shots between the beams. Robert “Red” Dickson, (BK 06-09) also perfected a trick shot that was the joy of the home crowd and a headache for the enemy. As reported in The M.S.C. Record, he overcame his lack of stature by being able to scramble up the steam pipes, beneath the basket at each end, and dump the ball into the basket. Dickson could therefore be considered the school’s first “dunk-shot” artist.

  There seemed to be extreme flexibility in scheduling basketball games. Within a week of a Jan. 26, 1906, encounter with the Flint YMCA, word came that the Y-men would not be fulfilling their commitment. Hurriedly, three days before game day, a substitute opponent was found in Albion College. The Brits then quickly sent word they couldn’t make it after all. Finally, Coach Brewer turned to Owosso, where the YMCA team accepted the challenge, an eventual ignominious 76-12 shellacking from the Farmers.

  Poor rail connections accounted for the late arrival of the Albion College team on March 3, 1906. As a result, it was agreed to shorten the two periods of play to 15 minutes. At intermission, MAC led 15-4, and it was a runaway after that as the Aggies wrapped it up, 59-8. Sophomore Roy Vondette was the leading scorer with 28 points.

  What a disappointment on Februrary 19, 1907, for a crowd reported to be the largest-ever at the Armory: By a score of 23-17, the Detroit YMCA handed MAC its second loss of the 1907 season and what would be the only setback at home. The Aggies failed to convert one field goal during the first half of play. Both losses of the 14-2 season were at the hands of the Detroit “Y.”

  The 1908 home opener, an eventual 46-21 victory over Oberlin, was delayed when something went wrong at the power plant, and the entire building was left in darkness. As reported in The Lansing State Journal, the large crowd sang “Oberlin poor Oberlin” and “gave the locomotive and nine rahs for the team until the lights came on and the game began.”

  When the Detroit YMCA agreed to a pair of games in 1909, home and away, it was also settled that the game at the “Y” on February 11 would be played under YMCA regulations, while intercollegiate rules would control play one month later in East Lansing. As it turned out, when the Detroiters arrived at MAC on March 11 they reneged and insisted on again using the YMCA rulebook. The Aggie captain, Parnell McKenna, reluctantly yielded. Regardless, the Aggies proceeded to defeat the “Y” men, 33-28. The primary difference in the two sets of regulations was that the collegiate rules provided few restrictions on fouling and fewer time-outs.

  Football: Players of the early 1900s must have mended quickly from their bumps and bruises. Twice during the schedule of 1905 two games were played within the same week. On Saturday, October 7, four days after the Notre Dame game at South Bend, Michigan Agricultural defeated Port Huron YMCA, 43-0. Two weeks later it was another “double dose.” On Saturday Olivet succumbed, 30-0, and after only one day’s rest, the Aggies blanked Hillsdale, 18-0, in a rare Monday afternoon contest.

  Affirming the diminutive size of players during the period, the listed weights of the 1905 starters were as follows: Jesse Boyle, 152; Walter Small, 135; H.B. McDermid, 174; Ed McKenna, 157; George Boomsliter, 175; Oscar Kratz, 159; Charles Burroughs, 190; Steve Doty, 160; James Fisk, 174; Bert Shedd, 168; and Wilbert Holdsworth, 142.

  In summarizing the successful season of 1908 (6-0-2), The MAC Record spoke critically of the student support:

  “The most noticeable defect of the season was the woeful lack of student spirit. At times when every person connected with the college should have been down on the bleachers, many of the students could be found at the roller rink or other down town places of amusement.”

  During halftime at the 1907 Wabash game, a new team mascot was introduced when a student paraded out a large white rooster with wings that had been painted green. The bird was eventually placed in the middle of the field with the pretense of guarding the game ball. The painted cock was featured in two additional seasons. Yet another mascot came on the scene in September of 1909 when a little brown bear was shipped to the football team from Montana. The gesture was perpetrated by a group of MAC forestry students who were working in the west during the summer. The forest creature, quickly embraced and given the name “Monty,” was freed from his cage behind the Armory and dragged to College Field for display at home games that fall. Eventually, at season’s end, arrangements were made for the young bear to be adopted by a zoo, the John Ball Park in Grand Rapids.

  It seems that sometimes coach Chester Brewer also served as ticket manager. The MAC Record of Nov. 24, 1908, reminded readers to contact Brewer if they needed tickets for that season’s finale, the Thanksgiving Day game in Detroit against the Athletic Club.

  The Holcad reported total gate receipts for the 1909 season at $4,568.85.

  Hockey: On Saturday, Feb. 10, 1906, playing 20-minute halves, the MAC hockey team met defeat at the hands of the Lansing High School team, 2-1. The game was played in Lansing at the Piatt’s dam. The team lined up as follows: R. Edwards at goal, Hopson at left wing, C. Edwards at center, Hughes at right wing, Frazer at point, O’Gara at cover point and Boss, the team captain, at rover.

  The MAC Record had particular praise for O’Gara:

  “O’Gara played a game such as is seldom witnessed outside the professional teams of the International League. His posing, checking and shooting were excellent, he being credited with securing the only goal registered by MAC.”

  One week later, the seven-man Aggie team once more headed downtown to skate against the “high schoolers.” This time they returned home as winners, 3-1. The game was reported as “faster and cleaner hockey.” Again, O’Gara was singled out by The Record:

  “O’Gara’s rushes were the feature of the game, he repeatedly skated through the entire Lansing team, and being prevented from scoring more goals only by the fact that the Lansing spectators crowded around the Lansing goal to such an extent that the goal was hardly visible. His defense work was also good, as he broke up the High School’s combinations as fast as they were formed.”

  The Farmers also had followers at the dam, all 50 of them. How imprudent it would have been for any of those early hockey rooters to suggest that more than 70,000 would someday gather to watch the school’s hockey team in action.
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  The 1904 MAC band

  SPARTAN SCRAPBOOK

  ———— TRACK and FIELD ————
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  1900 Field Day track and field team
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  MAC

  1909-1910

  TALES TO TELL

  For State fans who become frustrated by the lack of attention afforded the Spartans by the Detroit media, the provocation is not new. Consider The Detroit Free Press Sunday edition of Nov. 14, 1909. The first page of the sports section carried an eight-column composite football picture featuring the 12-6 Michigan defeat of the University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia. This was accompanied by three separate stories on that big U of M win. Also tucked onto the page were stories of three other games: Minnesota-Wisconsin, Chicago-Cornell and Yale-Princeton. Where was the report of the MAC-Marquette game, played in East Lansing that Saturday? It took some searching to locate and finally detect, eight pages into the section, beyond two full-page ads for the Crowley-Milner department store and a page featuring the local bowling scores. There it was, an 11-inch story in the middle of the seventh column next to a near equally long story of a U of M freshman game. Gaining the attention of the Detroit media always has been a struggle for the green and white.
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  Not bothered by the lack of media attention, the first MAC cross country team brought home the Hope College Invitational team title in 1910.

  
    HEADLINES of 1910

    • Spokane, Wash., becomes the first city to celebrate Father’s Day.

    • Boy Scouts of America and the Camp Fire Girls are established.

    • Electric washing machines are introduced and production of a practical electric cooking range begins.

    • A French chemist, Georges Claude, invents the neon light.
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  TEAM OF THE YEAR

  For an unknown reason, MAC did not meet Michigan on the gridiron in the fall of 1909. Completing a season record of 8-1, the only defeat was a 17-0 loss to Notre Dame. In the eight wins, the Aggie defense proved impenetrable, as all opponents were held scoreless.
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  1909 FOOTBALL TEAM. SHOWN BELOW

  (front row, left to right) C. Ballard, F. Davis; (second row, left to right) E. Horst, W. Barnett, L. Exelby, I. Cortright, G. Wooley, R. Montford; (third row, left to right) Coach C. Brewer, A. Campbell, C. Lemmon, captain P. McKenna, C. Moore, B. Shedd, manager L. Johnson; (back row, left to right) W. Riblet, L. Hill, J. Campbell, J. McWilliams, B. Patterson, F. McDermid, F. Stone, O. Carey.

  MAKING HISTORY

  For the seventh year in a row the Aggies would complete their home football schedule without a loss. The last setback at home had been in the closing game of the 1902 season. The impressive streak would continue through the 1910 season and the opening game of 1911. On the next Saturday, Oct. 14, 1911, the University of Michigan came to town and defeated MAC, 15-3, to end the remarkable run at 44 straight victories (including two ties).

  In what is recorded as the first Michigan State cross country team, an Aggie sextet was among the five teams and 30 individual entries that toed the line at the Hope College Invitational on Saturday, April 9. Just as with today’s scoring, the team’s point total was based on the finish of the first five members of each team. A harbinger of great future performances for Michigan State, the neophyte Aggies of that day took both the individual honors and the team title. Fred Tillotson won the race in a time of 21:15 over the course of approximately four miles. Other Aggie team members finished as follows: Charles Perkins, fourth; Arthur Warner, ninth; Robert Rosen, 11th; and Horace Geib, 14th. MAC’s winning team total was 39 points, followed by 58 for Olivet, 71 for the Grand Rapids YMCA, 80 for Hope, and 89 for Muskegon High School. The handsome hammered-brass shield, shown with the 1910 team, was to be contested for 10 years with the school having the most wins keeping it.

  GREAT STATE DATES

  Football—October 16, 1909 (H): The 28-0 defeat of Wabash had to be an exciting game for the spectators. It included some unusual plays. The opening two points came from a safety when a visiting defender was tackled in his own end zone after unwisely attempting to run out an intercepted pass. Within five minutes of the safety, Parnell McKenna secured the ball on a triple pass and dodged through the entire defense for a 45-yard touchdown run. In the second half “Ex” Exelby broke through the line and raced 75 yards for a TD. Employing the on-side kick on the ensuing kickoff, a reserve by the name of Woodley managed to gather in the elusive ball and ramble into the end zone for yet another score.

  Football—November 25, 1909 (A): The Aggies closed out the season on Thanksgiving Day with a fairly easy 34-0 defeat of the Detroit Athletic Club. Reflecting on the “mud bath” playing conditions of the day, The Detroit Free Press reported:

  “Five minutes after the beginning of hostilities not a man on the field would have been able to recognize his own image in a mirror. Faces, hands and clothing were coated with mud an inch thick.”

  The MAC band and what was described as a “handful” of rooters made the journey to the big city in support of their team. An interesting story lay in who didn’t play for the Athletic Club rather than those who did. Again, quoting from the Free Press: “The University of Michigan men who were expected to play with the DAC team failed to put in an appearance.” This is the way it was in those early years, “guns for hire.”

  Basketball—February 7, 1910 (H): For a team averaging only 31 points for the season, registering 84 points against the Bay City YMCA was a true anomaly. Upon reporting the story, the Bay City Times boldly stated the 84 points rung up by the Aggies was a national scoring record—who could challenge such a claim? Top scorers in that win were Bill Barnett and Fred Busch with 28 and 26 points, respectively.

  Basketball—February 19, 1910 (H): For the first time ever, the Aggies defeated Notre Dame twice within a basketball season. The second victory, in the Armory, was a fairly easy 43-23 decision. MAC starters that evening were Fred Busch and Bill Barnett at forward, Art Campbell at center, and guards captain Claude Hannish and Parnell McKenna, in his fifth season. With no recorded explanation, the Irish were off the Aggie schedule for the next two years.

  Track and Field—February 26, 1910 (H): Visualizing the limitations of the Armory floor (60’ x 90’), it is understandable why it was extremely difficult to conduct an indoor track meet there. Notwithstanding this fact, the Ypsilanti Normal School came to town for such a competition and would later leave on the short end of the score 43-28. The program of events that Friday evening included a relay, 30-yard dash, high dive, standing high jump, running high jump, shot put, standing broad jump and the pole vault. The take-off runway for that latter event could not have been more than 40 feet in length.

  Basketball —March 7, 1910 (A): Upon defeating the Detroit YMCA, 27-24, the biased MAC Record claimed a “state basketball championship” for the year. The vanquished “Y” team had been the holder of the title over the preceding two seasons.

  Baseball—May 14, 1910 (H): The Lansing Journal described this MAC-Western State game as a “weird exhibition of the National game.” After six innings the visitors led 4-0. At this juncture, inexplicably, the Normal coach relieved his starting pitcher who had been mystifying the Aggie batters. The new twirler was wild and was immediately worked for a series of walks and hits. Before the home half of the seventh was concluded, the Aggies had registered nine runs. They continued the assault in the eighth with three more tallies. When the dust had settled, what seemed destined a certain loss became a 12-7 win.

  Baseball—May 21, 1910 (H): It would be no exaggeration to suggest pitcher Ben “Pat” Pattison had control trouble in the 3-1 win over Alma. In the shortened six-inning Saturday morning contest he walked six batters, uncorked three wild pitches and hit one batter with the bases loaded to force across the only run for the visitors. The game, which lasted only one hour and 15 minutes, was terminated after the sixth, enabling the Scots to catch a train north.

  Track and Field—May 21, 1910 (H): Scoring a total of 77 points, the Aggies completely dominated the annual triangular meet with Olivet, 12 points, and Alma, seven points. The Holcad highlighted the work of George Shaw to whom they attributed two new state intercollegiate records: a 26.4 in the 220-yard low hurdles and a winning height of 11’ 3” in the pole vault. They further boasted that Rupert Giddings equaled a state record with his 10 seconds flat in the 100-yard dash.

  Baseball—June 4, 1910 (H): Herb Mills, the team’s only four-year veteran, closed out the home schedule in memorable style against Michigan Normal. In his final at-bat, in the eighth inning, the second baseman slashed out a long drive that skipped past the outfielders. Utilizing his speed, he circled the bases as the defense chased the drive (no fences) and then avoided the embarrassment of a putout by sliding headfirst into the plate. It was only the team’s second home run of the season. Mills shared the spotlight with pitcher Ben Pattison who yielded only three hits in the 5-1 win.

  ATHLETE OF THE YEAR

  Leon Exelby, the five-foot-nine, 190-pound fullback, along with teammate Ernest Baldwin (170-pound left guard), became the first Aggies to be honored by The Chicago Tribune as members of Walter Eckersall’s All-Western football team. G. Patterson of Collier’s Weekly wrote of “Ex”:

  “Another splendid fullback in the West this year is Exelby of the Michigan Aggies College, a man who would have forced more attention if he had been on a prominent team.”

  Upon graduation in 1912, Exelby became the head coach at the University of Wyoming.

  IN THE SPARTLITE

  Baseball: The decade opened with new uniforms of medium gray with dark blue trimmings and the classic interlocking MAC logo adorning the left breast. Caps and stockings were of the same color and the warmup coats were reverse colors, blue with gray trimming.

  With the bleacher section along the first base line completed for use, admission for home baseball games was 25 cents with season tickets at $1.75 or $1.25 for those who held membership in the school’s booster group.

  In the third inning of the 12-1 drubbing of Ohio Wesleyan on April 29, the Aggies pushed across seven runs. The highlight of that inning was the unusual hitting of two triples by one player, Herb Mills.

  During the two-game home series against Wabash College on May 28 and 30, the local fans cheered the efforts of Ash, a one-armed outfielder for the visitors. Originally enrolled at MAC but unable to make the squad, he transferred to the Indiana school and earned a spot as a starter.
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  Leon Exelby

  Basketball: From January 25 to 30, the team was on an extended five-game trip. Beginning with a 27-18 win at the Jackson YMCA, the seven-man squad caught the Lake Shore Railroad into Indiana for the remaining four games against Purdue, Rose Poly, Wabash and Notre Dame. Facilities were described as an enormous floor in a magnificent new gymnasium with plate glass “back stops” (Purdue); a box-like floor (Wabash); and an immense court, 100 feet long with a dirt floor (Notre Dame).

  With a limited number of schools fielding teams in the early years of the century, MAC continued to engage YMCA affiliates through the 1920 season. Also, from 1909-1914 the Aggies scheduled Detroit club teams such as Spalding (Dick Jackson’s Sport Shop), Rayls Sport Shop, and the team sponsored by the Burroughs Adding Machine Co.

  For the first time, the basketball expense report for the year revealed a profit of $89.66. Income totaled $813.06 ($519.05 from home games and $294.01 from away games). Expenses totaled $723.40.

  Cross Country: The annual intramural cross country run took place before the Olivet baseball game on April 16 and was completed on a new course of nearly four miles. The winner, Ralph Chamberlain, was timed in 21:56.2. He, along with the second-and third-place finishers, Robert Rosen and Arthur Warner, received the traditional awards, the cross country jerseys.

  Football: By strange scheduling quirks, three games were played in mid week. The season opened with two games at home and only two days apart, Thursday, October 7 against Detroit College and Saturday, October 9 against Alma. Later, in November, Marquette and Olivet were faced, back-to-back on a Wednesday and a Saturday. The other non-Saturday game was the Detroit Athletic Club game on Thanksgiving Day.

  There are no statistics available to accurately evaluate the impact of the passing game in the season-opening 27-0 victory over Detroit College. In its story, The Detroit Free Press does hint at the success:

  “Only twice did the state college err in working the forward pass, and many of the large gains were made by that route. McKenna and Cortright worked this play to great advantage, and all of the scores but one were indirectly due to 40 or 50-yard gains by passes.”

  Perhaps the 1909 Michigan Agricultural College team could be historically perceived as at least one of the pioneers of the forward pass. That recognition has always been credited to the Notre Dame team that upset Army four years later, in 1913.

  A story in the Wednesday, October 13 edition of The Lansing Journal covered the issue of automobile parking at football games, at apparently no charge. The problem of parking, an issue that would multiply in intensity with each succeeding season, was in its infancy in 1909:

  “One feature this year will be the parking of automobiles at the entrance to the field. Any person wishing to leave his auto outside the grounds may do so, and it will be looked after by a competent attendant. Space has also been reserved for autos on the east side of the field.”

  Tennis: The combined men and women’s team competed in three matches during the spring, winning one, losing one and tying yet another.

  Track and Field: The team finished second in the annual triangular meet with Notre Dame and Armour Tech. The host Irish scored 72, MAC 43 and Armour 11.

  That spring some of the college boys had a little fun which paid off. It had been rumored that MAC would not be permitted to enter a squad in an invitational track meet sponsored by the Grand Rapids YMCA, due to the objections by some other teams. Instead, with tongue in cheek, an eight-man team was entered under the “colors” of the fictitious “Okemos Athletic Club.” To the surprise of the self-appointed “club president and physical director,” L.L. Jones of Napoleon, the entries were accepted and eight badges were mailed back that gave competitors access to the track and field. The “team” eventually succeeded in winning a large number of points, including a victory in the mile relay.
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  The 1910 tennis team consisted of (left to right) Arao Itano of Japan, Marjorie Kedzie of East Lansing, Harry Taft of East Lansing, and Lucy Armer of Traverse City. Seated at the far right is the team manager. Tennis was contested with a combined men-women’s squad until 1917 when the women began competing as a separate team.
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  MAC

  1910-1911

  TALES TO TELL

  In replacing the departed Chester Brewer, president Snyder selected the coach from the University of Arkansas, 27-year-old Hugo Bezdek. As it turned out, there proved to be one slight problem, Bezdek could not be released from his contract at Arkansas. He later became head coach at Penn State from 1918 to 1929. In a rather unique role, he doubled as baseball manager of the professional Pittsburgh Pirates in 1918 and 1919.

  The next candidate to be offered the Aggie job was Jesse Harper, the Wabash College coach; however, the State Board of Agriculture would not approve the deal. The proposed annual salary of $2,200 ($200 over Brewer’s final year) apparently seemed exorbitant. Instead, Harper signed on with Notre Dame in the following year.

  With Brewer gone and the post unfilled at calendar year’s end, the president invoked a temporary measure by appointing a student-athlete, the basketball team captain Fred Busch, as interim head coach and athletic director, a bizarre move by today’s standards. Somewhat desperate, yet determined to fill the Brewer position with the best man, Snyder packed his suitcase and headed east. He sought the advice of a friend who was one of the top coaches of the day, Mike Murphy of the University of Pennsylvania. Murphy, the three-time U.S. Olympic track and field coach, handed Snyder the name of only one man. With it, the president’s next stop was Pawling, N.Y.

  On Jan. 11, 1911, the news was released. Returning from the three-day eastern sojourn, President Snyder announced he had secured the services of John F. Macklin, a star of football, baseball and track at Penn in 1906 and 1907. Since graduation, Macklin had spent three years developing teams at Pawling Prep School. To the delight of all, John Macklin was available for immediate service, and, with baggage in hand, he arrived on campus Tuesday, January 17. Thus, he relieved the student-administrator Fred Busch, who had held the duties for a mere 17 days. With the title of professor of physical culture and athletic director, Macklin would be paid $2,000 per year.

  
    HEADLINES of 1911

    • Calbraith Rodgers makes the first cross-country airplane flight in 82 hours, four minutes.

    • The will of journalist Joseph Pulitzer calls for the establishment of the now-coveted Pulitzer Prizes.

    • Norwegian explorer Roald Amundsen becomes the first to reach the South Pole.

    • Willis Carrier publishes his basic Rational Psychometric Formula, which still stands as the basis of all fundamental calculations in the air conditioning industry.
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  TEAM OF THE YEAR

  The 1911 baseball team won 11 of 16 games. Three of the men came through the season sporting batting averages above .300, as John Dawson led the trio with an even .400 mark. Norm Spencer and Ben Pattison were a formidable duo on the pitching mound.
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  Pictured with Coach Macklin is the 12-man baseball team of 1911 (one player is missing from the picture). Only four members of the team are identifiable. Front row: first from left, R. Dodge (P); second from left, N. Spencer (P); fourth from left, captain I. Cortright (2B) and fifth from left, E. Gorenflo (RF). Other Members of the team included: B. Harvey (CF), M. Griggs (1B), R. McCarthy (C), J. Dawson (LF), H. Rogge (3B), F. Busch (SS), H. Baker (RF) and N. Mogge (LF).

  MAKING HISTORY

  Halfback Leon “Bubbles” Hill and fullback Leon “Ex” Exelby provided Coach Brewer with an impressive offensive pair that played a significant role during the seasons of 1909 and 1910, which included 14 wins and only two defeats. In the victory over Lake Forest in 1910 each of the stars was credited with a pair of touchdowns, the most dramatic of the four coming from Hill on the opening play of the second half. Taking the kickoff at the two-yard line (the playing field, goal line to goal line, was 110 yards long until a rule change in 1912 shortened it to 100 yards), he fell in behind excellent interference and raced the full length of the field. This 108-yard touchdown run of a kickoff return should be listed as a school record. However, because the MSU record book includes only those statistics of the “modern era,” the record is listed at an even 100 yards.

  In 1910, a collegiate policy was adopted requiring freshman to sit out of varsity competition. Lacking an enforcement body such as the NCAA, the policy was obviously voluntary, as MAC first-year men continued to compete on varsity teams. The school eventually conformed to the policy in 1917.

  Beginning with the 1910 football season, playing time for collegiate football games was changed from two 30-minute halves to the format of today, four quarters of 15 minutes each with the teams changing goals at the beginning of the second and fourth periods. Under the prior rule, teams changed goals after each touchdown. This new playing time format provided for a substitution rule. Previously, once a player left the game, he could not re-enter. A player could now withdraw from the game and return at the beginning of a subsequent period.

  GREAT STATE DATES

  Football—October 6, 1910 (H): Opening their schedule against Detroit A.C. on a rare Thursday afternoon, it took Coach Brewer’s boys just one-and-a-half minutes to score the season’s first touchdown. Detroit kicked off. “Bubbles” Hill returned the ball 10 yards and added 15 more on a run around left end. Clint Ballard gained ten yards through the right side, and then a successful Bill Riblet-to-Fred Stone pass put the ball within the five-yard line. Roy Montford, filling in for Leon Exelby at fullback, plunged over for the touchdown. He would score two more times in the easy 35-0 victory. Only 500 spectators were in attendance.

  Football—October 8, 1910 (H): It was a scheduling phenomenon unheard of by today’s standards. Checking the date above, October 6, it is readily noted the Aggies played two varsity games in three days. This second game, against a scrappy team from Alma, also ended up in the MAC win column, this time by a more modest score, 12-0. Leon “Bubbles” Hill scored all of the winners’ points, two touchdowns (10 points) and two conversions (four points). His first TD came early in the opening quarter and his second was scored in the third quarter.

  Football—October 29, 1910 (H): While MAC appeared to control every facet of the game, Notre Dame seemed bent on self-destruction (fumbles, penalties, poor punting and dropped passes). Taking full advantage, the Aggies upset the Irish, 17-0, to hand them their only loss of the season. The first touchdown (five points) came on a blocked punt, and the second was setup by a 30-yard Leon Exelby burst off tackle. Two 30-yard field goals by “Bubbles” Hill completed the scoring. Strange tactics by today’s standards, both sides frequently punted on third, second and even on first down. The extraordinary victory sustained Chester Brewer’s eight-year-old coaching record of never being defeated on friendly College Field. The losing coach, Frank “Shorty” Longman, complimented the Aggies:

  “We were simply outclassed. MAC is vastly underrated. There is no team in the West that can defeat the Farmers on their own field. We were licked, and the sting of defeat is allayed by the fact that we lost to such a sportsmanlike bunch of men.”

  Football—November 5, 1910 (A): The sub-headline in the November 7 issue of The Holcad read: “Hill’s Toe and MAC’s Wonderful Defense Prove Too Much for the Strong Marquette Team.” This was perhaps an appropriate summary of a 3-2 victory. The winner’s score came in the second quarter as “Bubbles” Hill split the uprights with a 40-yard field goal into the face of a strong wind. Shortly thereafter, Hill had his punt from the 3-yard line blocked by a surging lineman, resulting in a Marquette safety. Thereafter, much of the excitement came from scores that were not made. During the third period, a Hilltopper pass receiver was stopped six inches from the goal line. In that same quarter Fred Stone was likewise stopped inches from the opposite goal line. This was Marquette’s first loss of the year.

  Football—November 19, 1910 (H): With the preseason announcement of Coach Brewer’s resignation, the season-ending 62-0 defeat of Olivet was to be his final as MAC’s head coach. Seven different Aggies scored touchdowns: Leon Exelby, Jim McWilliams, Elmer Gorenflo, Bill Riblett with Jim Cambell, Ion Cortright and “Bubbles” Hill each crossing the goal line twice. The stubborn MAC defense forced the play into the Comet end of the field for nearly the entire game, as the visitors gained only four first downs.
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  MAC vs. Notre Dame

  Basketball—January 18, 1911 (A): This game at the Light Guard Armory in Detroit, a re-match with the Detroit Spaldings, was the first for new coach John Macklin. He had arrived in East Lansing the day before. The Spaldings had handed the Aggies a rare home loss, 21-9, in the season opener just nine evenings earlier. MAC came into the game with a 0-3 record, but they were buoyed by the opportunity to show the new mentor they were really winners. Fred Busch, a team captain who had filled in as interim coach, was the evening’s top scorer with 13 points. The contest remained close until the final 10 minutes when the Farmers built a sufficient lead to win by seven points, 25-18. Only two others scored for the winners; Herb Duthie and Bob Goss were each credited with six points. It was an auspicious beginning for the new coach.

  Basketball—January 21, 1911 (H): In defeating Armour Institute, 51-11, MAC won its most one-sided verdict of the season. Fred Busch led the way in the opening half, scoring 16 of his team’s 18 points. Thereafter, he was continually harassed, held, tripped and, as reported in The Lansing Republican, the Armour players tried everything from “dirty play to intimidating the officials.” In the process, two of the Chicagoans were sent to the sidelines for illegal play. Somewhat ignored in the second half, teammate Ralph Chamberlain took up the offensive role, netting 14 points. Fred Busch was ultimately the game’s leading scorer with 23 points.

  Basketball—January 30, 1911 (A): Much like the Aggies had experienced at Purdue in the preceding year, glass backboards had been installed in the gymnasium of the Detroit YMCA. A writer for the Detroit Free Press offered them as an excuse for MAC’s 22-11 loss: “In defense of the Farmers it must be said that they appeared lost on the strange floor and up in the air shooting against the baskets with the glass backs.”

  Basketball—March 3, 1911 (H): In only the fourth home game of the season, MAC closed out the year by defeating Hope College, 36-24, with Ralph Chamberlain’s 16 points leading the way. In a fairly common practice, Coach DeKruif of Hope acted as referee. The record at home would end 3-1 and the road record 2-8. A quick summary suggests the Aggies should have scheduled more games at the Armory. The problem was that more and more opponents had become reluctant to accept the built-in challenge of the “home” court.

  Baseball—April 28, 1911 (H): Norm “Baldy” Spencer relinquished two hits in the opening inning and then proceeded to shut the door on Western Reserve to gain a 5-0 victory. Featuring doubles by Elmer Gorenflo, Mark Griggs, Bill McCarthy and Ion Cortright, all of the Aggie runs were scored in the second inning. It was the second year in row MAC shut out the Clevelanders.

  Baseball—May 5, 1911 (H): Michigan Agriculture College, 6, Ohio State, 1. It was the fulfillment of the time-honored formula for winning baseball games: strong pitching, solid defense and robust hitting. “Pat” Pattison was on the mound for the full nine innings and surrendered just two hits. Although booting two balls, the fielders were impressive when it counted, and 14 hits were lashed out with Bill McCarthy and Freddie Busch collecting three apiece.

  Baseball—May 12, 1911 (H): After losing to the Syracuse Orangemen in 1908 and 1910, John Macklin’s 1911 crew finally defeated the visiting Easterners, 6-4. More than 900 loyal fans watched the Farmers open with three runs in the first, score two in the fourth, and one in the sixth. Norm “Baldy” Spencer pitched effectively, scattering eight hits and yielding no walks.

  Baseball—May 13, 1911 (H): Ralph Dodge pitched his first game as an Aggie, yielding only five hits to defeat the Alma Scots, 6-2. The Jackson, Mich., freshman also excelled at the plate, managing a pair of hits, including a three-bagger to highlight the four-run second inning.

  Track and Field—May 20, 1911 (H): For the second straight year, MAC captured the triangular meet against Olivet and Alma. Two of the five individual winners for the Aggies claimed College Field records: Bill Blue, who tossed the discus 114’ 2”, and the three-year veteran Horace Geib, who posted a 4:42.8 in the mile. The other first-place finishers were “Tillie” Tillotson in the two-mile run, Art Day in the shot put and Charles Lord in the high jump.

  Baseball—May 25, 1911 (H): Lake Forest opened with one run in the first inning, but the game dragged until the ninth before the Aggies managed to score the equalizer, forcing extra innings. In the tenth inning, Freddie Busch smashed a long drive over the center fielder’s head and to the river scoring “Baldy” Spencer for the 2-1 victory. The rules of the period provided that an extended game ended the minute the winning run scored. Otherwise, the final tally would have likely read 4-1. Added base runner Bill McCarthy was right behind Spencer, and Busch could have easily circled the bases on his long drive. Spencer pitched the entire game, allowing only three base hits.

  ATHLETE OF THE YEAR

  Ion Cortright was a scholastic star at nearby Mason High School. At MAC from 1908-1911 he was a nine-letter man in track, baseball and football, captaining both baseball and football in his senior year. Ion joined the MAC coaching staff in the fall of 1911 and served various positions prior to leaving in the summer of 1914 to become head coach for athletic teams at the University of South Dakota. In the fall of 1916 he would move on to the University of Cincinnati, where he assumed a similar coaching position.
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  Ion Cortright

  IN THE SPARTLITE:

  Baseball: As early as mid-February, Coach Macklin had summoned the pitchers and catchers to workouts in the Armory.

  In an April issue of The Holcad, fans were reminded that season tickets were available at $2.75 or $2.25 for members of the athletic association, the school’s booster group. As stated: “The tickets can be had of Andy at the barber shop or any member of the athletic board of control.” Could Andy be considered the school’s first ticket manager?

  The school contracted the services of the Michigan Central Railroad for transporting fans to Ann Arbor for the Michigan baseball game May 30. At a cost of $1.30 round trip, reservations were made available for 250 local fans. They were accompanied by team members and the cadet band. They should have stayed home. The final score read U of M 8, MAC 2.

  Basketball: Upon arrival on January 17, the Aggies’ new coach, John Macklin, directed his team to three straight wins before he was hit with his first loss, a 22-11 defeat at the Detroit YMCA. But, what could he expect? That evening his team was able to score only two field goals during the 40 minutes of action.

  As years went by, it became more difficult to entice teams to play in the Armory with its challenging low beams. Listed are the home-away numbers for 1909, 1910, and 1911: 10-5, 5-10 and 4-10.

  Football: Chester Brewer would complete the football schedule as a “lame duck” coach. One week prior to the start of the season he announced his resignation, effective January 1. The popular coach had accepted a position as director of physical training at the University of Missouri.

  At a round trip fare of $1.25, Aggie fans were able to catch the rail to Ann Arbor for that fall’s clash with the University of Michigan. By any and all means of travel, 1,200 rooters for the Green were on hand for this fifth meeting of the two intrastate rivals. Admission to the game was 50 cents. Begrudgingly, by the narrow margin of 6-3, it was another loss to the Wolverines. The outstanding MAC halfback Leon “Bubbles” Hill kicked a field goal early to put the Aggies in front 3-0. Later in the first half, Hill ran back a Michigan punt 70 yards for what would have been a game-winning touchdown. The U of M coach, Fielding H. Yost, intervened, came onto the field, and persuaded officials to nullify the score for a claimed holding call far behind the play. After the game, the Michigan player who allegedly had been fouled admitted he was not within 15 yards of the place the foul supposedly ocurred. Such was the influence of the reputed Fielding H. Yost. Rather than complain about the incident, in a postgame interview Coach Brewer spoke proudly of his team:

  “I never in my life saw better defensive playing than our team put up, and their tackling took Michigan off their feet. Ralph Hoagland, the referee, told me that MAC played the gamiest and best defensive ball that he ever saw. Our men fought to the last ditch. They were on the job every minute, and every MAC rooter was proud of them.”

  Although the game drew a good crowd, U of M officials saw fit to pay MAC officials only $200 for their share of the receipts.

  Entering the Lake Forest game on October 22, Coach Brewer instructed his players to “use straight football tactics and reserve the new plays for the bigger games.” He was convinced that Notre Dame and Marquette “spies” would be in the stands watching and taking notes.

  The season ended prematurely with the 62-0 defeat of Olivet. The Thanksgiving Day game with Wabash was canceled after the Crawfordsville, Ind., school disbanded their team following the death of a player in an October 22 game at St. Louis.

  Track and Field: At the season’s end, only six team members were recipients of the monogram sweater. They were: Bill Blue, Horace Geib, Art Day, Ed Friar, Leon “Bubbles” Hill and Charles Lord.
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  Captain Ion Cortright (holding ball) led the 1910 MAC football team to a 6-1 record.
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  MAC

  1911-1912

  TALES TO TELL

  As part of their introduction to life at MAC, freshmen were quickly schooled in memorizing the sundry cheers led by the Aggie yell master. The man who held this prestigious position of yell master did so by way of an annual campus-wide student election. Below are five classic cheers circa the 1910s:

  Rat-a-to-thrat! To-thrat! To-thrat!

  Terrors to lick! To lick! To lick!

  Kick-a-ba-ba! Kick-a-ba-ba!

  M.A.C.! M.A.C.!

  R-r-rah!

  Osky-wow-wow, Skinny-wow-wow,

  Skinny-wow-wow, wow-wow-wow-wow.

  Down before the Farmers,

  Down before the Farmers,

  Down before the Farmers

  Michigan goes!

  Boom! Rah! Aggies!

  Um-m-m-m-m! Ah-h-h-h!

  You can’t fool the Farmers! By heck!

  Rah! Rah! Rah!

  Uz, Uz, Uz,

  M.A.C.

  Tiger!

  For the first time in the rivalry, the Michigan football game was played in East Lansing. A special song, to the tune of “Alexander’s Ragtime Band” was composed and distributed for singing that afternoon:

  
    HEADLINES of 1912

    • New Mexico and Arizona become the 47th and 48th states respectively, while Alaska becomes recognized as an organized U.S. territory.

    • Captain Albert Berry becomes the first American to make a parachute jump from an airplane.

    • Perhaps the best all-around athlete in history, Native American track and field star Jim Thorpe, dominates the Olympic games in Stockholm by winning both the decathlon and the pentathlon events.

    • The steamship Titanic collides with an iceberg in the Atlantic and sinks with a loss of more than 1,500 lives.
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  Come on and cheer; come on and cheer

  for the Farmers’ football team,

  Come on and cheer; come on and cheer;

  they are the best we’ve ever seen.

  They can pull a forward pass like you

  never saw before,

  So nat-u-ral that it makes another score,

  Rah! Rah! for the good old olive green, M.A.C.

  Come on and cheer, come on and cheer

  for the Farmers’ football team,

  Come on and cheer, come on and cheer

  for the Farmers all the time.

  Oh look a’ here, look a’ here, how they’re

  smashing up the line.

  And if you want to see those Aggies make

  another touchdown,

  Come on and cheer, come on and cheer,

  for the Farmers all the time.
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  1912 baseball team. All members of the team are not identifiable; those that are include (front row, left to right) R. Dodge (P), second from left, B. Harvey (CF), fourth from left, M. Griggs (1B), N. Spencer (P), A. Bibbins (C); (back row, left to right, beginning fourth from left) N. Mogge (RF), E. Gorenflo (2B), Coach Macklin. Other members of team are J. Dawson (LF), H. Rogge (SS), C. Bradley (3B) and P. Dancer (RF).

  TEAM OF THE YEAR

  With an overall record of 10 wins against three losses, the baseball team posted the school’s best winning percentage in 20 years. Especially gratifying were the three victories over Michigan. In each of these games, second-year man Ralph Dodge played a vital role. In the first contest he scored the winning run and was then the winning pitcher in both the second and third game against the Wolverines. Over the 13-game season, third baseman Charles Bradley was the leading hitter as he achieved an impressive .546 average. Right fielder Norton Mogge was the top defender, finishing the season without having committed an error. Norm Spencer, along with Dodge, presented an impressive and successful mound duo.

  MAKING HISTORY

  The 1911 football season included only six games. This was a result of two cancellations, the first being the October 21 game with Buchtel (University of Akron) and the second, which had been rescheduled with Ohio Northern for Friday, November 17. The Buchtel athletic manager gave notice in late September, providing ample time for MAC officials to make adjustments. They did so with a triple-header. A varsity-reserve game was scheduled and meshed between two other pairings, the senior class versus the sophomore class and MAC freshmen against Mt. Pleasant Normal (Central Michigan). As for the second cancellation, it was an unusual twist along with rainy weather conditions that led to rubbing out the scheduled game with Ohio Northern. Originally, the game was to have been played on Saturday, November 18. At the request of Coach Macklin, it was moved back one day, enabling the Aggie mentor to accept an invitation for he and members of his team to be guests at the Michigan-Pennsylvania contest in Ann Arbor that Saturday (Macklin was a Penn alumnus). As fate would have it, an unrelenting downpour on Friday made conditions of the home field impossible for play. Pocketing their guarantee money, the Ohio Northern contingent returned to Ada, Ohio, without even soiling their uniforms. The embarrassed Macklin could only return to the practice field on the following Monday and prepare for the season closer against Wabash on Thanksgiving Day. Oh yes, in that game in Ann Arbor, Michigan defeated Pennsylvania 11-9.

  GREAT STATE DATES

  Football—November 11, 1911 (H): Accounting for three field goals, three touchdowns (five points each), and two PATs, “Bubbles” Hill was credited with every point in the 26-6 victory over Mt. Union. His longest field goal that afternoon was from the 45-yard line and his most impressive TD was a 65-yard return of an intercepted pass.

  Football—November 30, 1911 (H): The Wabash College team came to town touted as the best edition of football in the school’s history. Moreover, they were seeking atonement for three straight losses to MAC in 1907, 1908 and 1909. The Aggies, closing out their first season under John Macklin, read the script differently for this Thanksgiving morning contest. They would cross the goal three times and, by a score of 17-6, make it four in a row over the Little Giants. Carp Julian had a busy holiday. He blocked a punt to account for the second TD and then put the game away in the final minute with a pass interception touchdown.

  Basketball—February 10, 1912 (H): In one of the more lopsided games ever turned in by a MAC team, the Winona College quinter was easy prey, 67-4. It could easily be suggested the vistitors found that shooting through the Armory ceiling beams was an unrewarding experience. Three weeks earlier they had battled the Aggies before succumbing, 37-21. In the return victory, George Gauthier and Ralph Chamberlain each tossed in 22 points to share scoring honors.

  Basketball—February 21, 1912 (H): Have you ever heard of going to the “Big Dance” and not playing basketball? It happened at MAC in 1912. Valiant but unsuccessful efforts were made to reschedule the home basketball game against Hope College as it was the same night of the all-important J-Hop. Junior starters Norman “Baldy” Spencer and Ralph Chamberlain had to make a choice, go dancing or play basketball. A shocker by today’s thinking, the pair opted to go dancing. They were replaced in the line-up by Ralph Dodge and Rod Mathieson. Even playing with substitutes for the dancers, the Aggies won the contest with apparent ease, 55-23.

  Basketball—March 4, 1912 (A) : In the season finale at Detroit, the Aggies had battled the “Y” men scoreless for seven minutes when Ralph Chamberlain broke away for a field goal. George Gauthier and Abe Vatz followed with baskets, and by intermission MAC led, 14-8. The second half also began slowly as six-and-one-half minutes were gone before Vatz registered on a long shot. From there the hosts began to outshoot MAC and narrowed the differential to one point during the closing minute of the game. Just before the clock ran out, Bob Goss tossed in a long shot to make the final score read 20-17. With that victory and a 12-3 overall season, as in 1910, MAC boosters again proclaimed the “unofficial” title of state champions.

  Baseball—April 13, 1912 (H): Norm Spencer was called upon to pitch the season opener against Alma, and he responded with a two-hit, 3-0 victory. He fanned eight men in the abbreviated six-inning contest. First baseman Mark Griggs, who had transferred from Alma one year earlier, was the hitting star with two hits, including a two-run homer in the fourth inning. Charles Bradley also connected for a pair of hits.

  Baseball—May 4, 1912 (H): In the first game of the season’s series against Michigan, the Wolverines led 6-5 after eight innings and the tail end of the MAC batting order stood ready in the ninth. Art Bibbins, the number eight hitter, singled to center field. Pinch-hitter Ralph Dodge and then Charles Bradley followed with hits to load the bases. Norton Mogge, the next batter, was instructed to lay down a bunt and produce the tying run using the old squeeze play. With the runners quickly on the move, Mogge’s bunt was so perfectly placed that both Bibbins and Dodge raced home with the tying and the winning runs.

  Baseball—May 10, 1912 (H): As in the previous four seasons, Syracuse again came to Michigan for weekend games in East Lansing and with the U of M at Ann Arbor. The Aggie-Orange contest of 1912 was decided in the tenth inning. With the score knotted at 1-1 and MAC runners at the corners, the Syracuse catcher, without calling timeout, strolled to the mound for a conference with his pitcher. An alert Mark Griggs, the runner perched on third, seized the opportunity and raced to the unprotected home plate with the winning run.

  Baseball—May 18, 1912 (A): Game number two of the three-game season series with the U of M shifted to Ann Arbor where Ralph Dodge, the Jackson sophomore, was again supreme. He granted the Michigan batters a scant three hits and was never in trouble in a 5-1 victory. The Aggies packed most of their offense into the third inning. With one down, both Art Bibbins and Dodge reached base on an error. Charles Bradley singled, scoring Bibbins, and Elmer Gorenflo doubled, scoring Dodge. Norton Mogge singled, scoring Bradley, and when the Wolverine catcher threw wild to second, Gorenflo came home with the fourth run of the inning.

  Baseball—May 30, 1912 (A): Accompanied by 100 rooters properly dressed as true Michigan State Aggies in farmer straw hats and red bandanas, Coach Macklin and his squad returned to Ann Arbor for the third game of the spring against the Wolverines. Although the U of M managed to score three times, once more Ralph Dodge baffled their hitters, yielding only four hits in nine innings. Meanwhile, the MAC offense featured 15 hits, including a triple by Mark Griggs and doubles from the bats of Charles Bradley, Burwell Harvey and Dodge, leading to a comfortable 8-3 victory.

  Track and Field—May 25, 1912 (H): In what was becoming a spring tradition, Michigan Agricultural hosted Alma and Olivet in a triangular track meet at College Field and scored 61 points to win. The Comets managed 39 points and the Scots 35. To the Aggies this was an important meet since the athletic department policy dictated a major monogram would go to each MAC man who captured a first place. Earning the honor this afternoon were Howard Beatty, Robert Brown, Charles Lord and Horace Geib, the latter becoming a four-time letterwinner in the process. Beatty, the talented freshman, won both the high hurdle event (17.0) and the low hurdles (28.0), along with a second in the broad jump and third- place finish in the pole vault. Brown took the 440 in 53.8 and Lord leaped 5’5” the high jump. Captain Geib led the field in his specialty, the two-mile run, with a clocking of 10:23.0.

  ATHLETE OF THE YEAR

  Leon “Bubbles” Hill of Benton Harbor was a three-year member of the football team (1909-1911) and lettered twice (1910-1911) as a member of the track and field squad. At five foot nine and 153 pounds, Hill was not an imposing figure, but he was a standout halfback during a span in which Aggie teams posted an impressive composite record of 19-3.
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  Leon “Bubbles” Hill

  IN THE SPARTLITE

  Baseball: In the first competition of any kind against Ohio State, the Buckeyes came to town on Monday, April 22 and won a high-scoring 11-8 verdict in a game played for the most part in a drizzling rain.

  Travel during this period is exemplified by the baseball team itinerary to Ohio on March 21-23, 1912. The squad departed from Lansing by rail at 7:05 P.M., pulling into Detroit at 9:10 P.M. At 10:30 P.M. they were aboard a sleeper car headed for Delaware, Ohio, arriving at 6:35 A.M., in ample time for the 3:30 P.M. game against Ohio Wesleyan. On the next morning they headed north, reaching Cleveland at 11:00 A.M., five hours prior to the scheduled 4:00 game against Western Reserve. That evening they boarded a D&C boat for the Thursday trip across Lake Erie to Detroit. From there, the westbound 10:58 P.M. train took the tired players back to Lansing, dropping them sometime after midnight. Such was travel in the early 20th century.

  As for that season finale home game against Normal, the star was pitcher Ralph Dodge. The steady junior struck out 16 batters while throwing a one-hitter in the 8-0 victory. Also featured were the free-wheeling Aggie runners who stole 12 bases on the visitors’ pitchers.

  Basketball: Only seven men made up the traveling team for the January 12-13 games against Armour Institute in Chicago and Northwestern College at Naperville, Ill. Such small squads were common, as starters frequently played the entire game. On this trip, however, there was need for a replacement as Ralph Chamberlain fouled out of the Northwestern game.

  During this era of the two-handed set shot, it seemed strange to read in the Jan. 16, 1912, issue of The Holcad: “all baskets made by Alma were one-handed shots.” Was it possible the Scots’ coach was decades ahead of his time?

  The road game at Holland against Hope proved to be the most exciting game of the year, even if it ended up in the loss column. After playing a second overtime period, the Dutchmen prevailed, 41-40. In the final few seconds, Macklin’s five once more had an opportunity to tie the game but missed a free-throw attempt.

  Compared with the preceding season, the 1912 team was a virtual scoring machine. Over the 14-game 1911 season, the Aggies averaged 24.0 points per game. One year later they opened the schedule by pouring in 72 points to defeat Central State and then went on to average 43.4 in 15 games.

  Cross Country: In 1911 the team returned to Holland, Mich., for defense of their Hope Invitational title. Although Tillotson and Geib ran one-two, the Aggies fell short in their quest, being outscored by runners from the Grand Rapids YMCA. The team totals were: Grand Rapids “Y” 28, MAC 39, Muskegon 54 and Hope College 100.

  Football: Statistics of the 17 men who comprised the varsity team of 1911 show they averaged 165 pounds and stood five foot 10. The heaviest player was center James McWilliams who, at 208, was the only player over 200 pounds. Back-up quarterback Earl Shuttleworth was the smallest team member, and he tipped the scales at 122 pounds and was five foot six.

  For the second time in the six-year series, Fielding Yost and his Michigan aggregation were lured to East Lansing for what had now become an annual intra-state rivalry. Approximately 6,000 fans, by far the largest home turnout to ever assemble for an athletic event in East Lansing, watched as the courageous Farmers finally yielded to the larger and stronger team from Ann Arbor, 15-3. However, it didn’t come easily for the Wolverines. Not only had the Macklin men held them scoreless, but they had outplayed them over the opening 30 minutes of action. In the third quarter the Aggies scored first on a “Bubbles” Hill field goal from the 35 yard line. Shortly thereafter that score was matched and the third period ended 3-3. In the final quarter, the weight and endurance of the visitors began to tell as some successful passes, punt returns and untimely penalties resulted in the pair of Wolverine touchdowns.

  It seems the friendly press frequently tried to put a positive spin on a season. Upon closing the 5-1 schedule with a 17-6 defeat of Wabash (Ind.), The MAC Record claimed the Aggies were “minor college champions of the West.”

  Track and Field: Coach Macklin accompanied a team of 14 to Detroit on February 15, when they engaged the “Y” team in the only indoor track meet of the year, a 40-37 loss. The absence of the injured Captain Horace Geib was the difference. Aggies winners were Charles Lord, high jump, five foot nine; Howard Beatty, pole vault, 10’ 3”; Robert Brown, 880-yard dash, 2:05.6; Art Day, shot put, 44’ 3”; Warren, Beebe, Sanford, Servis, relay (18 laps, 50 yards each), 1:16.0.

  SPARTAN SCRAPBOOK

  ———— TRACK and FIELD COACHES (1898-2006) ————
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  Henry Keep (1898)
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  Ion Cartright (1914)
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  George Gauthier (1915-19)
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  Arthur N. Smith (1920-21)
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  Albert Barron (1922-23)
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  Ralph H. Young (1924-40)
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  Karl Schlademan (1941-58)
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  Francis Dittrich (1959-75)
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  Jim Bibbs (1976-95)
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  Darroll Gatson (1996-06)

  Pictured elsewhere: George Denman 1902-03BS; Chester Brewer 1904-10BS; John Macklin 1911-13BS

  BS see baseball coaches
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  MAC

  1912-1913

  TALES TO TELL

  As noted earlier, travel during these times could be a real adventure. Take, for example, the basketball team’s four-game swing (February 26-March 2) by rail into Ohio. On Wednesday, the squad left aboard the noon train for Toledo and an evening game on the slippery dance floor at St. John’s College. MAC was victorious 39-24. An early departure the next morning took them to Akron, via Cleveland, for a Thursday night defeat by Buchtel College (Akron College), 35-30. On the next morning it was necessary to rise early, catching a 5:00 A.M. train for Centerville. There they boarded the Toledo & Ohio Central connection for Granville where they were to play an 8:00 P.M. game against Denison College. That Centerville-Granville link-up proved to be aboard the caboose of a freight train. All was going smoothly for approximately ten miles when the locomotive was disconnected and headed forward to assist in clearing a wreck from the tracks. Following two hours of standing still, a southbound passenger came through on a parallel track and picked up the athletes. After a short distance they too were upon the wreckage scene where they experienced an additional two and one-half hour delay. The long day finally concluded when the train pulled into Granville at about 8:30 P.M. The patiently waiting Denison College team agreed to a belated 9:00 P.M. game start. After a full day of travel and little to eat, the outcome seemed inevitable: Denison 44, MAC 18. Following this third game, the team traveled a short distance to Newark for a midnight supper and much needed rest. The next stretch of travel was on Saturday morning from Newark to Dayton and the week’s final game, a last-minute loss to St. Mary’s, 28-26. On the next day the team had to wait around until 8:00 in the evening before catching a train north for the return trip to Michigan.

  
    HEADLINES of 1913

    • Grand Central Station opens in New York City.

    • Through passage of the 16th amendment to the Constitution, the federal income tax becomes law.

    • The Ford Motor Company sets up the first moving assembly line and soon produces 1,000 Model T’s per day.

  

  TEAM OF THE YEAR

  Discounting the embarrassing 55-7 loss to Michigan, the Aggies completed a 7-1 football season topped by the Thanksgiving Day upset of Ohio State, 35-20. In those seven wins, Macklin’s crew posted four shutouts and offensively generated 290 points for an impressive average of 41 per game.

  [image: image]

  [image: image]

  1912 football team. All members of the team are not identifiable. Those that are include (front row, far left) C. Gifford, G. Gauthier, third from left, (middle row) R. Chamberlain, far left, E. Gorenflo, B. Miller, W. Riblet, G. Julian; (back row) J. DaPrato, second from left, Coach Macklin, L. Campbell. Other members of the team are F. Chaddock, R. McCurdy, C. Dendal and L. Service.

  MAKING HISTORY

  As per a 1912 rule change, the football playing field was significantly altered. From goal line to goal line, the length of the playing field was reduced from 110 yards to 100 yards. At the same time, two 10-yard end zones became a part of the playing field; thus, the field as we know it today was in place. As a byproduct of this new grid, a kickoff would hereafter be booted from the 40-yard line rather than the 55-yard line, as was previously the case.

  Another rule change added an additional down (from three to four) for advancing the ball the necessary 10 yards to gain a new set of downs.

  Prior to 1913, a basketball goal was only scored when, as stated by the rule, “it remained in the basket.” Although various devices were invented to release the ball quickly from its suspended position within the enclosed hoop, it was always rather a nuisance to do so. Beginning in 1913, today’s configuration was achieved. The hoop was opened with a net hung from the bottom to momentarily check the flight of the ball to confirm it passed through. This prompted the rule change to read that a goal counted if the ball “passed through” the net.

  GREAT STATE DATES

  Football— October 26, 1912 (H): Prior to a rule change in 1903, the team scored upon was required to immediately kick the ball back to the team that had just scored. The new rule, as it has remained thereafter, provided the scored-upon team the choice of kicking or receiving. As one would expect, today the choice is a given . . . the team that scores kicks off. Not so in 1912 if you were the coach of DePauw University. After each of the Aggie’s nine touchdowns, with no reason or explanation, the Little Giants opted to kick the ball back to the “red hot” Macklin men. If the visitors’ strategy was to depend on their defense, it wasn’t working. Quarter by quarter the MAC scoring unfolded as follows: 0-14-12-32, for a final of 58-0. As the gun signaled the end of the contest, the local heroes were poised for yet another score. Playing before a crowd of 1,200, Blake Miller had led the parade of scoring with four TDs.

  Football— November 16, 1912 (H): By a convincing 24-0 score, MAC defeated Wabash for their sixth win of the season and their fifth in a row over the Indiana school. It was the visitors’ first setback after six straight victories. Although the game was slowed by the wet field, it did not discourage the Aggies from opening up a startling passing game. Captain Bill Riblet succeeded with frequent completions to George Gauthier, Elmer Gorenflo and Blake Miller. Carp Julian scored the first touchdown. Gauthier scored twice and Miller once. It brought the fall’s overall record to an impressive 6-1 with one game remaining on the schedule.

  Football— November 28, 1912 (A): In a Thanksgiving Day game, the Aggies pulled off one of the school’s most satisfying wins in 17 years of competition. Trailing Ohio State 20-14 after three quarters of play, the Aggies came roaring back with three touchdowns to defeat the favored Buckeyes, 35-20. Aided by two turnovers, the MAC fourth-quarter blitz was led by little George Gauthier, who hit Blake Miller with a short pass for one touchdown and following a pass interception plunged for another. Bill Riblet scored the final TD after Ralph Chamberlain had recovered a Buck fumble at the OSU 25-yard line. The marching band and 200 fans made the 500-mile round trip ($3.88 fare) to Columbus and thus witnessed the first-ever football win over a Western Conference opponent. The MAC Record labeled it, “The most significant victory in the history of football in Michigan.”

  Upon returning to the city at 4:30 A.M. the next day, the exuberant fans made a noisy tour of the campus. In further celebration, classes were dismissed after the first two hours of that Monday morning, whereupon students piled into several trolley cars and headed for the Lansing train station. There they greeted the 11:00 A.M. train bearing their gridiron heroes whom they escorted back to the campus.

  Basketball— January 11, 1913 (H): In what would prove to be both the largest score of the season as well as the widest point spread, MAC opened the schedule by defeating Winona College of Minnesota, 75-14. Expecting a winning carryover from that fall’s 7-1 football record, Aggie followers turned out in great numbers to cheer on a team that included gridiron stars George Gauthier and the Miller brothers, Blake and Hewett. Not only did all squad members see action on January 11 but nine were on the scoring sheet. Captain Bob Goss led the way with 19 points. The visitors managed only three field goals for the entire evening and were never in the contest.

  Basketball— January 27, 1913 (H): At intermission MAC trailed Alma by two points, 24-22; thereafter, a likely passionate halftime plea by Coach Macklin led to a complete turn around. The Aggies stormed back to outscore the visitors 26-0 and gain an easy 48-24 victory in the process.

  Basketball— February 13, 1913 (H): The greatly proclaimed Notre Dame team had come to town holding an impressive 11-1 season record and local interest was eminently aroused. Fans were further tweaked with memories of how the Irish had avoided MAC since their double-loss during the 1910 season. The Armory was filled to capacity and latecomers were milling around outside foolishly hoping to somehow gain a glimpse of the action. Others clustered around the windows to sneak a limited view. One can only visualize the spectator enthusiasm as the contest became one-sided and ended anti-climactically, 40-7, in favor of the Farmers. The Aggies elevated their season mark to 5-2. The sub headline of the next day’s game story on the sports page of The Detroit Free Press read, “Notre Dame Is Almost Too Easy To Be Interesting In Basketball Encounter.” The article told of Ralph Chamberlain’s 14-point performance and of his strong defensive performance along with Norm “Baldy” Spencer. The Detroit paper further suggested the score may well have been higher had not Coach Macklin freely used substitutions in the second half after leading 20-4 at the intermission. Other scorers that evening were Abe Vatz with eight, Hewett Miller six, Spencer six, Bob Goss four, and George Gauthier two.

  Basketball— March 8, 1913 (H): The MAC-Detroit YMCA match-ups had been ongoing since 1903 and often during those years the annual winner could justifiably proclaim a state championship. Although there was no such title at stake in 1913, the Aggies were determined to end the season on a winning note, especially against a team that held an 8-5 series advantage. As a further incentive, one month earlier in Detroit the “Y” men had squeaked out a 23-22 victory tainted by an official’s questionable call. The Farmers would need no help from the referee in this rematch. As The State Journal put it, leading 18-8 at the intermission, “they (MAC) succeeded in registering a point every minute during the second half.” This translated to a 38-9 final score as the visitors managed one solitary point in the final 20 minutes of play. With 12 points, Blake Miller was the game’s leading scorer. It was the final collegiate game for the two seniors, Ralph Chamberlain and Norm Spencer.

  Track and Field—May 5, 1913 (H): With a scoring system that rewarded only the top two finishers (five points for first and three points for second) MAC defeated Western Reserve at home, 71-46. First-place finishers were LeRoy Alderman in the two sprints, Robert Rosen in the mile run, Charles Herr in the two mile, Robert Brown in the 880, Clarence Loveland in both pole vault and high jump, E.G. Baxter in the 120-yard high hurdles, H.V. Kittle in the hammer event and the relay team of Warner, Lewis, Bishop, and Alderman.

  Baseball— May 9, 1913 (H): MAC took advantage of eight stolen bases, including two double steals, and five Syracuse errors to upset the traveling Orangemen, 5-1. Only one run of the winning total was earned. Meanwhile, Carl “Pete” Peterson, the Aggie pitcher, was touched for only three hits in the first seven innings. Dreams of a shutout were dashed in the ninth when Pete tired, yielded the one run on a walk and pair of singles.

  Baseball— June 6, 1913 (H): Defeating a Western Conference team, even the cellar-dwelling Ohio State Buckeyes, was gratifying. Even more exhilarating was how it was accomplished. The Buckeyes looked like the inevitable winners as they led 4-1 after seven innings. In the eighth the Farmers closed the gap by scoring twice, but approaching the ninth they needed one run to tie or two to win. Catcher Art Bibbins opened with his third single of the afternoon. Harold Clark, hitting for the pitcher, flew out to center field. Paul Dancer revived hope by singling sharply to left. Bibbins reached second but was later tagged at third on Abe Vatz’s fielder’s choice. Then with two out, Norton Mogge laced a hard smash to right field. Dancer scored the tying run as Vatz scampered to third. In the continuation of action, Mogge headed for second on the play at the plate and the alert Vatz raced home with the winning run. Blake Miller, pitching before a home crowd for the first time, struck out 13 batters, walked only one, and scattered eight hits.

  ATHLETE OF THE YEAR

  George Gauthier first stole the hearts of Aggie football fans when he became a primary factor in the 1912 upset of Ohio State. One year later the Detroit native would become an all-time Aggie hero as he engineered the huge 12-7 defeat of Michigan. He quarterbacked teams in 1912 and 1913 that would win 14 games against only one loss. “Gooch” was also a frequent starter on the basketball court from 1911-1914, being selected captain his senior year. The Detroit native stayed in East Lansing following graduation, assuming different MAC coaching roles until departing in 1920. In the fall of 1921 he accepted the position of coach and athletic director at Ohio Wesleyan and for 35 years would serve that Dover, Ohio, school.
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  George Gauthier

  IN THE SPARTLITE

  Baseball: Traveling to Ada, Ohio, on May 23, the Aggies found a brutal way to lose a baseball game, 3-2. After struggling to score one run in each of their final two at-bats, they faced the Ohio Northern lineup in the bottom of the ninth with the game tied 2-2. With two men out and extra innings ominous, the Polar Bears’ center fielder gained first base on a fielding error by shortstop Walter Thomas (the only MAC boot of the afternoon) and soon afterwards, he stole second base to set up the nightmare finish. The next hitter followed with a high pop fly over the infield sending the runner on his way. Both second baseman Charles Trowbridge and pitcher Carl Peterson circled under the impending third out only to pull the Alphonse and Gaston stunt as the ball dropped safely between them. By the time a desperate throw had reached the catcher, the winning run had crossed home plate and the game was over.

  Basketball: The new blanket tax made it possible for students to attend basketball games without any additional fee. This was a “student friendly” gesture that turned sour. The promise of free admission meant a larger number of students were in line for the same limited number of spectator seats. Ultimately, more and more fans were turned away at the door, leading to a broader base of malcontents.

  The 1913 basketball season saw more players in game action than during previous years when the starting five often played the entire game. As an example, 11 names were listed in the summary of the 58-25 victory over Hope.

  Football: When you lose 55-7 (vs. Michigan, October 12, 1912) and have nothing to cheer about, you boast of your band (The MAC Record, October 15, 1912):

  “Those who went to Ann Arbor Saturday realized that M.A.C. was represented there by two organizations—the football team and the band.

  The band, 51 men strong, arrived in Ann Arbor with the team and rooters at 11:15 A.M., and from that time until the special left in the evening they were busy cheering the team on and advertising our college.

  Expressions of surprise and praise were heard on every side as the band, filling the street from curb to curb, marched the mile and a half from the hotel to the field. Between halves, the band marched around the field and were heartily cheered by the thousands in the bleachers, both Michigan and M.A.C. All through the game, whenever opportunity offered, songs were led by the band and finally, after the last whistle had been blown, they led the entire M.A.C. section in a verse of Alma Mater.

  From the field back to the hotel, the fellows worked with just as much vim as though we had won. And we had won; for the band was admitted by the Michigan students to be in a class by itself as compared to the university band, and the team had put up a good fight against heavy odds.”

  In summarizing the 46-0 defeat of Ohio Wesleyan, The MAC Record reported “the right shift formation was responsible for the long gains at various times.” One can only guess at to what “the right shift formation” was.

  Tennis: In his 1971 Spartan Saga, Fred Stabley identifies the 1913 tennis team as the school’s first. This ignores the fact that MAC entered co-ed teams in the annual MIAA Field Days (1896-1907). Furthermore, although no complete record has ever been uncovered, accounts of matches from 1909-1912 were sporadically reported in the local newspaper and The MAC Record. As for the team members in those first dozen years, the same Harry G. Taft, winner of the 1907 MIAA title, had an extended Aggie career, competing until graduation in 1912. Hailing from East Lansing, Harry was the son of MAC staff member Levi Taft, the superintendent of Farmers’ Institutes. A sister, Ethel, competed in 1913 and 1914. Marjorie Kedzie, a sibling of the respected chemistry professor, Frank Kedzie, was a standout player from 1909-1911. Other standouts were: Lucy Arner of Traverse City; Paul “Cal” Calrow from Winnetka, Ill.; and Arao Itano from Okayamaken, Japan.

  Track and Field: Capturing nine of the 14 events, the track men defeated Western Reserve 71-46. A high wind that swept across the field blew directly against the dash men and also hindered the achievements in the field events. With the exception of a mark of 7.8 seconds in the 100-yard dash, all running events were far from speedy. That impressive sprint was turned in by “Clipper,” assistant coach Ian Cortright’s beautiful hound. The dog had responded to the starter’s gun for the sprint and then proceeded to lead LeRoy Alderman and the others down the straightaway to the tape.

  SPARTAN SCRAPBOOK

  ———— FOOTBALL ————
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  1884 Field Day football team was organized, but never played one game.
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  MAC

  1913-1914

  TALES TO TELL

  Following the historic victory over Michigan on the gridiron (see Extra! page 56), Edgar Guest, the whimsical poet of Detroit, had the following published in the Oct. 13, 1913 issue of the Free Press entitled The M.A.C. Grad:

  I met him on the street this morn;

  His smile was good to see;

  He walked about with chest puffed out

  As proud as he could be

  What means this stride, this look of pride?

  I asked; thus answered he:

  I’ve never bragged this way before, when others

  gave their college yells.

  I gave no raucous cheers for mine, I blew no

  horns and rang no bells.

  I wore no badge upon my coat to show where

  in my youth I’d been,

  What alma mater mothered me when I

  was very young and green;

  But now hip, hip, hooray! And wow! At last

  the day has come for me,

  We’ve got a team that beats them all.

  I studied at the M.A.C.

  They used to mop the earth with us;

  they used to break our favorites backs;

  Our full back always used to look as

  though he’d been against an ax.

  The called us rubes and farmers, too,

  because we studied seeds and soil,

  And so I never bragged about where

  I had burned the midnight oil.

  I’ve had no chance to yip before of where

  I captured my degree,

  But now I want the world to know

  I studied at the M.A.C.

  In silence I have gone for years,

  in patience silence I have borne,

  The cheers of others in my ears and

  I have heard men speak in scorn.

  
    HEADLINES of 1914

    • The Ford Motor Company raises basic wage rates from $2.40 for a nine-hour day to $5.00 for an eight-hour day.

    • Germany declares war on France. England declares war on Germany and World War I begins.

    • The last-known passenger pigeon dies in the Cincinnati zoo.

    • Edgar Rice Burroughs, novelist, publishes Tarzan of the Apes, the first of many books about an infant abandoned in the jungles and reared by apes.

    • The Panama Canal is completed.
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  Of my dear alma mater, but at last

  we’ve come into our own

  We’ve got the coach, we’ve got the team,

  we’ve got the muscle, brain and bone!

  Hip, hip, hooray! A tiger too! In me I

  want the world to see.

  A proud and happy student of that

  grand and glorious M.A.C.

  TEAM OF THE YEAR

  As the undefeated football team posted its 7-0 record, offensively they averaged 25.7 points per game and defensively held opponents to a total of only 28 points, including three shutouts.
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  1913 FOOTBALL TEAM

  (Front row, left to right) Oscar “Dutch” Miller, George Gauthier, Hewett Miller. (Second row, left to right) Larry Vaughn, Hugh Blacklock, Blake Miller, Chester Gifford, George“Carp” Julian, Ralph Henning and Nemo Jerry DaPrato. (Back row, left to right) Manager Frank “Sun” Yuhse, Gideon Smith, coach John Macklin, Faunt “Dutch” Leonardson and assistant coach Ion Cortright. (Missing from picture) Russell McCurdy and Herb Straight.

  MAKING HISTORY

  Upon concluding the undefeated 1913 football season, many attractive offers for postseason games were received by the school. Notre Dame, Chicago and Nebraska were undefeated teams desiring to meet the Green and White. The best offer came from the U of M (6-1-0). Desirous of a return game, they were willing to pay $5,000 or a split of the gate receipts. Although the financial offers were tempting, Coach Macklin stuck to his position of no postseason games.

  The Chicago Evening Post selected Blake Miller to its postseason All-Western eleven, with Carp Julian and Gideon Smith gaining second-team recognition. Without identifying the publication, The Holcad reported that one eastern daily listed “Dutch” Lenardson as an All-American.

  In addition to the intercollegiate and YMCA rules, basketball games could be conducted under yet another version, the AAU rules. The latter rendition called for no personal fouls, encouraging much rougher play. Such was the case in the 26-25 loss to the Toledo Buckeye Paint team in 1914. Blake Miller sprained his ankle badly and Jerry DaPrato suffered a cut over his eye that required several stitches. One year later, in 1915, the colleges, AAU and YMCA combined to form the Joint Rules Committee to govern the game.

  GREAT STATE DATES

  Football—October 25, 1913 (A): If MAC’s defeat of Michigan opened the eyes of the fans and sports writers, the 12-7 defeat of Wisconsin on the following Saturday at Madison made them believers. The Badgers, defending Western Conference champions, entered the game undefeated, untied, and as the prohibitive favorites. Whereas in the Michigan game it was the passing of quarterback George Gauthier, this time the Farmers featured their running game of Blake Miller (recovered from the injury sustained at Ann Arbor), Hugh Blacklock and “Carp” Julian. The Wisconsin coach was particularly impressed with Julian, praising him as the “greatest fullback” he had ever seen. The green front line, although outweighed 15 pounds to the man, completely outplayed the Badgers with the defense gaining credit for the clinching touchdown. Captain Chester Gifford blocked a punt, and left end H. Schultz retrieved the ball and carried it in for the score. Schultz was really Oscar “Dutch” Miller of Saginaw who hid behind the pseudonym because his parents were opposed to football. Gurd Hayes, the State Journal writer, extended particular plaudits to the sophomore left tackle, Gideon Smith, whom he described as a “star of the first magnitude”:

  “Playing against Wisconsin’s Butler, the All-American tackle of last year, Smith made his heavier opponent look like a dirty duece in a new deck. He stopped the mighty rushes of Cummings, Tormey, and VanGhent and his tackling was sure and low. He broke up many of (Coach) Juneau’s best plays and on one occasion intercepted one of Bellows’ forward passes and raced down the field 15 yards before being downed.”

  Basketball—January 16, 1914 (H): Opening the season by defeating the Ohio Buckeye team of Toledo was a pleasant surprise. The favored Ohioans, playing their third game of the season, had already defeated the University of Chicago and Ohio State. The Farmers led 23-8 at halftime and were never in trouble thereafter. The margin of victory (40-24) was an even greater surprise than the win itself. As usual, the hindrance of the low girders in the Armory seemed to affect the visitors’ performance. The big crowd, which was packed to the doors and overflowed outside, was compelled to view the game while standing. There was no reported explanation, but the arena was lacking its customary bleacher seats. The starting line-up had Bob Goss and “Dutch” Miller at the guard positions, Lyman Frimodig at center and George Gauthier and Hewett Miller in the forward positions.
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  Gideon Smith, “a star of the first magnitude”

  Basketball—January 30, 1914 (H): The 29-22 win over Detroit Burroughs was obviously played under AAU rules and not the college rules, in which a player was disqualified upon committing his fourth personal foul. Of the 29 fouls called on the Aggies, Hewett Miller was whistled 13 times. The Detroiters made a game of it at the charity line, netting 20 of the 29 attempts while connecting on only one field goal over the course of the entire contest.

  Baseball—April 18, 1914 (H): With two innings remaining in the season opener, MAC trailed Olivet 3-12. Only the real diehards had hope. Then in the eighth, everything seemed to go the Aggies’ way and before they would be retired, 11 runs had crossed the plate. They then hung on to defeat the visitors, 14-12. It was probably the most impressive comeback in school history.

  Baseball—April 24, 1914 (H): Featuring 16 hits registered by the first five in the batting order, Macklin’s men easily defeated Western Reserve of Cleveland, 13-3. Both Ralph Dodge and Elmer Chilton were credited with four hits in six at-bats. The team’s total of 19 singles might well be a school record.
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  With Gideon Smith far left (wearing primitive nose guard), Blake Miller breaks loose against Wisconsin.

  Baseball—May 8, 1914 (H): For the fourth straight year, the Farmers defeated the traveling Syracuse Orangemen. Trailing 4-3 after seven innings, the Aggies managed two unearned runs in the eighth inning for a 5-4 victory. The “unscored” runs leading up to the eighth seemed unreal as 13 men were stranded on the bases. In back-to-back innings, the Aggies had runners perched on second and third with only one out but failed to cash in. Then in the fourth inning, the team was aided by three bases on balls, two stolen bases, and a base hit, yet not one runner crossed home plate. Two MAC defensive gems were featured. One was a beautiful throw by Ralph Dodge, playing right field, which nailed a runner attempting to score following a fly out. The other was a bases-loaded double play, catcher Bibbins to first baseman Mark Griggs, ending a late-inning threat.

  Track and Field—May 9, 1914 (H): In winning all but four events, Coach Ion Cortright’s trackmen garnered 87 points to outscore Alma (25 points) and Olivet (19 points) in the annual triangular meet on College Field. Howard Beatty captured three firsts: the 120-yard high hurdles in 17.6, the 220-yard low hurdles in 26.6, and the broad jump with a leap of 19’ 10”. Other winners for MAC were LeRoy Alderman in both the 100-and 220-yard dashes with times of 10.8 and 22.6, Frank Stewart in the mile, Clayton Barnett in the two mile, Clarence Loveland in the pole vault and “Carp” Julian in the shot put.

  Baseball—May 30, 1914 (A): After dropping the Friday afternoon game to Michigan, 10-3, the Aggies, featuring the four-hit pitching of Ralph Dodge, reversed form on the next day, 8-1, to split the two-game weekend series. MAC gathered a total of 13 hits, including four by Elmer Chilton and three by Charles Hood. All but two of the winners’ runs were unearned. Dodge was in supreme control and fanned 15 hitters, including the great George Sisler twice.

  ATHLETE OF THE YEAR

  George “Carp” Julian competed four years in football (1911-1914) and two years in track and field (13-14). He was selected as captain of both teams in his final year of competition. In the 75-6 romp over Akron on Oct. 31, 1914, Julian scored seven touchdowns. Although not included with modern-day records, no State player has ever equaled or bettered his effort that afternoon. Carp was severly injured in a postcollege accident and spent many years in convalesence.
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  George “Carp” Julian

  IN THE SPARTLITE

  Baseball: During a scheduled trip into Ohio in late May, MAC won games on three consecutive days. Blake Miller threw a four-hitter in the 4-2 opener against Oberlin, with Mark Griggs’s home run highlighting the offense. Traveling into Cleveland on the next afternoon, the Aggies found the Western Reserve nine not very competitive. Led by Ralph Dodge’s three singles and a double, they hammered out a total of 17 hits and, aided by five host errors, registered a comfortable 13-3 victory. This was followed by a train ride to Columbus for a Thursday afternoon game against Ohio State. The feature of this concluding game of the trip was the mound work of the preceding day’s hitting star, Ralph Dodge. Before relinquishing the chores to Blake Miller because of a strained side muscle, the star of the pitching staff had permitted only one run and was eventually credited with the 5-3 win.

  In the season-closing 12-4 loss to Notre Dame, Ralph Dodge’s pitching was totally off-form as he yielded 11 runs before giving way to Blake Miller in the eighth. Likewise, Dodge played below par defensively, registering errors on three successive plays in the seventh inning.

  The top hitters over the 18-game season were Miller .470, Dodge .400, Elmer Chilton .348, and Merrill “Chief” Fuller .309.

  Basketball: Anticipating an excessive turnout of spectators for the Notre Dame game, additional courtside bleachers were installed along the west side of the Armory. On game night, during a preliminary contest between teams from the junior and sophomore classes, the expanded seating collapsed. Considering the fact that they were loaded with spectators at the time, it was a miracle no one was seriously injured. The displaced fans were accommodated as best as possible for the feature game, which the Farmers won with surprising ease, 45-22.

  The scorekeeper at the 1914 Detroit Burroughs game of January 30 must have had a headache before it was all over, for it was truly “Miller time.” Starters for MAC were Hewett Miller and Oscar Miller (no relation) with Blake Miller coming off the bench. The opening five for Detroit included Joy Miller and Jack Miller.

  By 1914, basketball had proven an attraction to the students. They were often found hanging from the rafters overlooking the Armory floor. The following commentary was included in the Holcad report of the January 30 victory over the Detroit Burroughs team:

  “As usual, the beams were well populated, those occupying these advantageous but hardly comfortable points of observation being compelled to wipe the dust of ages from their resting places before letting themselves gingerly down upon them.”

  Football: For many years the school supported class football on an intramural basis with four teams competing: freshmen, sophomores, juniors and seniors. In November, it was announced that following the 1913 season the school would no longer maintain the program. Class teams in both basketball and baseball would continue under the direction of the school’s student council.

  For the first time in the school’s history, the football team of 1913 had an off-campus preseason training period. Coach Macklin had prevailed upon C.P. Downey, of Downey’s Hotel in Lansing, for the use of his large cottage at Pine Lake (Lake Lansing). Downey also consented to throw in the services of his chef, with the Automobile Club of Michigan providing food for the team. That early in the season, the squad consisted of only 15 men, consequently; the cost of feeding the men was not prohibitive.

  The Ivy League schools were still the measuring stick for collegiate football supremacy. With the connecting links of MAC’s 12-7 win over the U of M and the 45-7 Michigan victory over Syracuse, The Detroit Free Press compared select game scores and contrived the following fanaticized conclusions: MAC 35, Princeton 7; MAC 45, Harvard 7; and MAC 79, Yale 7.

  Plans evolved early in the fall for transporting 125 fans to Madison for the University of Wisconsin game. The itinerary included leaving the campus on Friday evening at 5:00 P.M. aboard the interurban connection to St. Johns. From there a Grand Trunk train would take the rooters to Grand Haven for a night boat ride across Lake Michigan to Milwaukee. In relay fashion, another special train would meet the travelers on Saturday and carry them into Madison. The round trip fare for each of the 125 fans was set at $9.29.

  Tennis: In summarizing the 1914 tennis season, the 1915 Wolverine yearbook noted that the upkeep of the courts, instead of being a responsibility of the societies as in the past, would henceforth be undertaken by the Athletic Department.

  Continuing as a co-ed team, the four varsity spots were ably handled by captain Paul Calrow, L.C. Moskowitz, Haidee Judson and Ethel Taft.

  Track and Field: Garnering the most points during the limited three-meet outdoor season was Abe Alderman, who excelled in the sprint events. Howard Beatty was a top performer as a hurdler and Clarence Loveland vaulted 11’ 6” to better the school record he had established in 1913. In addition, six others earned varsity monograms: Charles Herr, Ralph Dinan, “Carp” Julian, Fred Jones, David Peppard and Clayton Barnett.

  In the February 16 edition of The Holcad, a writer portrayed how the limitations of the Armory handicapped the indoor track team:

  “Imagine a man training for the mile event in an armory barely twenty-five yards long with no track, and no banks at the turns. Or picture a runner fitting himself for the hundred yard on a dance floor, where the longest possible straight away is barely thirty-five yards, from corner to corner. For these reasons, the mid-winter track training has been given up, and no meet can therefore be arranged with the Detroit “Y” or other towns.”

  Regardless, an interclass meet was conducted on March 18 with the following events contested: 25-yard dash, 25-yard low hurdles, 25-yard high hurdles, one-half mile, high jump, quarter mile, high dive, shot put, mile and relay.

  Although failing to score, three members of the team were entered in the 14th Annual Western Conference meet conducted on June 6 in Chicago. MAC was one of the record number of 21 teams that competed in the championships that year.

  EXTRA!

  October 18, 1913—MAC’s First Football Win Over Michigan: According to Fred Stabley, in his book, The Spartans, published in 1988 by Strode Publishers of Texas, this eighth game of the great State–Michigan intrastate rivalry was a bone-crunching physical battle in which the Farmers finally prevailed, 12-7. It was the first-ever MAC victory over the U of M on the gridiron. The only other previous moment of glory came five years earlier when a Chester Brewer team had held the Wolverines to a 0-0 standoff.

  In this game Coach Macklin’s squad suffered a setback when ace sophomore end and sometimes halfback, Blake Miller, was carried from the field unconscious near the end of the first half. He had made eight yards on a fake punt, and was tackled by Paterson, the Wolverine captain. Then, Tommy Hughitt, the Michigan quarterback, playing well out in mid-field, made a special effort to run some 20 yards to where Miller lay, near the sideline, and jumped on his neck with both knees. Miller would regain consciousness three hours later in an Ann Arbor hospital. Supposedly, the U of M would later “blackball” the game official who apparently observed the infraction and did not take appropriate action.

  One of the MAC touchdowns was scored by Carp Julian on a three-yard carry up the middle in the opening quarter and the second was credited to Hewitt Miller, who had replaced his injured brother. Hewitt’s score came early in the second half when he scooped up a U of M fumble and raced untouched 46 yards into the end zone, giving the Aggies a 12-0 lead. From there they hung on.
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  Quarterback George Gauthier drops back for one of his 19 pass attempts against Michigan.

  Throughout the afternoon, quarterback George Gauthier connected on 7-of-19 passes good for 100 yards, a phenomenal performance with the fat ball of the time. Nine of the MAC starters played the entire game without substitution. In the postgame celebration, hundreds of reveling students poured onto the field and lifted the 20 members of the squad onto their shoulders. The conquering heroes were carried in triumph to the dressing room. The jubilant rooters then returned to the field where the celebration continued for another 30 minutes. Then, led by the 62-piece ROTC Cadet Band, the scene shifted to the streets of the city where the band struck up a familiar tune, Michigan’s own The Victors, for it would be 1916 before Irving Lankey’s MAC Fight Song would be available. Back in Lansing it was the inevitable bonfire and snake dance in front of the state capitol building, free admission to the Bijou Theater and a day off from classes on the following Monday.

  That Sunday a fire leveled the barn of Addison Makepeace Brown, secretary of the state Board of Agriculture. It stood near the site of the current Student Union Building and had been considered pretty much an eyesore by most of the community. Although the cause of destruction was listed as “defective wiring” the suspicion always prevailed that one or more celebrants may have torched the structure. The issue was never resolved.
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  With mere seconds remaining in the game, 1,500 MAC fans sense a big victory over Michigan.

  SPARTAN SCRAPBOOK

  ———— FOOTBALL COACHES (1900-2006) ————
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  Frank Sommer (1916)
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  Henry Kipke (1928)
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  James H. Crowley (1929-32)
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  Charles W. Bachman (1933-46)
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  Clarence “Biggie” Munn (1947-53)
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  Hugh “Duffy” Daugherty (1954-72)
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  Dennis E. Stolz 1973-75)
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  Darrell Rogers (1976-79)
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  Frank “Muddy” Waters (1980-82)
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  George Perles (1983-94)
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  Nick Saban (1995-99)
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  Bobby Williams (2000-02)
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  John L. Smith (2003-06)

  Pictured elsewhere: Henry Keep 1897-98TR; Charles Bemies 1899-00BS; George Denman 1901-02BS; Chester Brewer 1903-10, 17, 19BS; John Macklin 1911-15BS; George Gauthier 1918TR; George “Potsy” Clark 1920BS; Albert Barron 1921-22; Ralph Young 1923-27TR

  TR see track and field coaches

  BS see baseball coaches
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  MAC

  1914-1915

  TALES TO TELL

  The following excerpt from a letter to a relative, from Clarence Oviatt (FB ’14, ’15), describes the 6-3 football victory at Penn State on November 13:

  “Their field is open, with a windbreak to the west, but the wind did blow. There was a continuous stream of hats and leaves coming across and down the field. This wind made it almost impossible to play our open game and each side had to be extremely careful of fumbling. Punting against the wind was almost impossible. One time our man punted and the ball returned to within 5 yards of where he stood.

  The game was one of the best I ever witnessed. There were only two penalties given out which indicates how clean it was. At one point in the second quarter Penn State had moved to a first down on our four yard line, but our boys held for downs with the ball only one foot from our goal line. Our six points came in that same quarter. Hewett Miller made 40 yards around end behind perfect interference and nearly broke loose for a touchdown. Julian added five yards and Miller shoved it for seven more and Julian made it first down with about eight yards to go for a touchdown. Following three plunges we were still six yards away and finally Julian carried it over. Penn State scored their three points on a third quarter field goal and had a chance to tie us by repeating with another field goal but their man got nervous and our ends had him before he had the ball placed. Along the end of the game the Penn State coach sent in a new man for every play to tell the quarterback what to call. In all he used 22 substitutes but it helped him not, for the Green and White won, 6-3.

  After the game we went to their training quarters for supper. They surely treated us like kings. In the evening the band made things lively around town and I never saw such a good bunch of losers. They cheered us off as if we were their own team.”

  
    HEADLINES of 1915

    • The taxi industry begins when automobile owners discover that people will pay for a short automobile ride.

    • William Fox founds the Fox Film Corporation which eventually evolves into Twentieth Century Fox.

    • Alexander Graham Bell in New York and Thomas Watson in San Francisco complete the first transcontinental telephone call.

    • The British ship Lusitania is sunk by a German submarine. Among others, 128 American passengers are lost.
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  1915 tennis leaders L.C. Moskowitz and Haidee Judson

  TEAM OF THE YEAR

  Continuing the format adopted from the MIAA Field Days (1896-1907), tennis was competed as a co-ed sport through the 1916 season. Thereafter, the women began competing within their own schedule. The undefeated 1915 squad (5-0) was led by captain L.C. Moskowitz and Haidee Judson. Other contributors were Rusty Crozier, Otto Vergeson and Van Cleve Taggart along with Ethel Taft and Ruby Clinton. The five-meet season included victories over Olivet, Alma, Ypsi Normal, the Detroit Law School and the U of M freshmen. Such competition may not have seemed impressive, but the margins were decisive, winning 28 matches and losing only five.

  MAKING HISTORY

  Before an apparently “less than full house,” “Carp” Julian scored seven touchdowns in MAC’s 75-6 romp over Akron. Although not included with “modern day” records, no State player has ever equaled or bettered Julian’s efforts of that afternoon.

  In the season-closing game at Penn State the Aggies were compelled to conform to a rule of the Eastern schools which required numbers be worn on the backs of the jerseys. Thus, for this one game, numbers were quickly painted on the game-day jerseys. This idea stuck, and beginning the next season large white numbers were more permanently stenciled on. Numbers would not appear on the front of Spartan jerseys until 1931. The collegiate rules committee listed the numbering policy as a recommendation in 1916, but it was not mandated until 1937.

  Jack Heppinstall, the school’s first full-time trainer, arrived in the fall of 1914. He would remain for 45 years until his retirement in 1959.

  On Feb. 10, 1915, it was disclosed the college had come into possession of 325 acres south of the Red Cedar River known as the Woodbury farm. This would prove to be a significant acquisition, as the plot included the land where Spartan Stadium stands today.
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  Carp Julian scores one of his record-setting seven touchdowns against Akron.

  A group of lettermen gathered on Monday evening, April 26, 1915, with the purpose of organizing a campus varsity club with all current junior and senior varsity men identified as charter members. “Carp” Julian was elected president, Les Cobb became vice-president, Art Bibbins was recording secretary, Jerry DaPrato was corresponding secretary and Clarence Loveland was treasurer.

  GREAT STATE DATES

  Football—November 7, 1914 (H): In what proved to be the most exciting game on the schedule, MAC came from behind to defeat Mt. Union 21-14. Aided by a 20-yard penalty, fullback “Carp” Julian scored the Aggies’ first touchdown in the second quarter, climaxing a 40-yard five-play drive. Trailing at intermission 14-7, the Aggies used a pair of third-period pass interceptions to first tie the game and then score the winning TD. Gideon Smith’s interception led to a six-play 18-yard drive with Captain Julian scoring again. The winning score came on a pass batted down by Ralph Henning and then picked off by Frank Chaddock who raced 40 yards into the end zone. The Raiders attempted 31 forward passes and completed eight for a total gain of 56 yards and the Farmers completed four of 17 passes netting only 25 yards.

  Basketball—January 13, 1915 (H): In its story of the 56-20 defeat of Hope College The Holcad expounds on the talent of Lyman Frimodig who scored 30 points:

  “He easily upheld the reputation gained last year of being the best center seen here in some time, as his efforts scored more than half of his team’s points, no less than fifteen baskets being credited to him. He shot from every conceivable angle, and with a certainty which brought the crowd to their feet again and again.”

  Along with Frimodig, the starting five included Blake Miller, Hewett Miller, Oscar Miller and Jerry DaPrato. In a preliminary contest, East Lansing High School defeated Lansing High School, 27-8.

  Basketball—January 23, 1915 (H): Even though the final score of the victory over Defiance College was 54-12, Coach Macklin did attempt to show mercy on the Ohio school. Only one starter, Lyman Frimodig, played any portion of the second half. The reserve five of Charles Hood, Fred Ricker, Dave Peppard, Art Sheffield and Al McClelland performed more than adequately as they outscored the visitors over the final 20 minutes of play, 20-6.

  Basketball—February 2, 1915 (H): The Fighting Irish of Notre Dame attracted yet another record turnout in the Armory. As had become familiar, the beams above the floor were occupied with rows of fans, clinging to their precarious positions. With two regulars, Lyman Frimodig and Blake Miller, out of the line-up with injuries and the visitors leading 11-5 at intermission, it looked bleak for MAC. Upon opening the second half, the score began to change favorably for the home team and the crowd was on its feet (except those on the beam) from the outset where they remained until the final gun. A deafening clamor followed the basket which tied the score 11-11. Then, following ten minutes of scoreless play, Hewitt Miller wrestled the ball from a ND player and tossed it over his shoulder to Dave Peppard, who went in for two points and the lead. With the crowd still roaring its approval and with less than one minute remaining in the contest, the Irish scored their only field goal of the half to again knot the score. Hewitt Miller became the ultimate hero as he netted the game-winning point from the free-throw line with seconds remaining. The final score read 14-13. Two weeks following that game, Hewitt Miller quit the team. His departure followed an impassable disagreement with Coach Macklin. “Dutch” Miller (no relation) replaced Hewitt as team captain.

  Baseball—April 23, 1915 (H): Being only the third game of the young season, Coach Macklin had Blake Miller and Harold “Brownie” Springer shared the mound duties as they teamed to defeat Western Reserve, 6-1. Both Aggies pitched as if in midseason form. In five innings Miller gave up three hits and struck out 11 of the 17 men he faced. Springer yielded one hit and fanned seven over the final four innings. Accounting for the six MAC runs with RBI hits were Walter Thomas, “Chief” Fuller, “China” Clark, Miller and two from the bat of Art Brown. The solitary run from the losers was unearned.

  Track and Field—May 1, 1915 (H): The 1915 MAC-Alma-Olivet triangular meet would be the fifth and final edition. The hosts scored 90 points to the Scots’ 27 and the Comets’ 14. With the Aggie margin of victory having grown from 15 to 63 points over the years, the two MIAA schools likely felt it was time to break off the relationship. Three Aggies were credited with double wins. Howard Beatty took the high hurdles in 16.6 and the lows in 27.0. Earl Sheldon raced to firsts in the half-mile with a 2:09.0 and the mile in 4:46.8. Bill Blue was tops in tossing the shot put 39’ 2” and the discus 123’ 4”. Other winners for the Green and White were Brusselbach with a 10.4 in the 100-yard dash, LeRoy Alderman’s 23.0 in the 220, Clayton Barnett’s 10:27.0 in the two-mile, Hugh Blacklock’s 103’ 3” hammer throw, and Clarence Loveland’s vault of 10’. In addition, the mile relay team of Frazier, Hammill, Jewett and Bussellbach finished the afternoon in a winning time of 3:36.8.

  Baseball—May 12, 1915 (A): The combination of errorless defense and solid pitching featured the 3-1 victory of the University of Michigan. Again, the Blake Miller and “Brownie” Springer duo controlled the game from the mound, Miller relinquishing three hits in six innings and Springer facing only nine batters in the final three frames. The MAC offensive production was limited to the third inning when they combined three hits, two errors and a passed ball for the three runs. Leading the attack with two hits each were Dean Williams, Bob McWilliams and “Frim” Frimodig.

  Baseball—May 29, 1915 (H): Once more the Farmers defeated the U of M, this time 4-2, to take the 1915 series two games to one. The scoring opened with one run in the fifth, and the Aggies then broke the game open with a three-run surge in the sixth. With two outs, Art Brown and Art Bibbins singled and Maurice Weeder and Hilmar Fick followed with walks, the latter forcing in one run. Walter Thomas then hit to third, whereupon the third baseman threw wildly to first, permitting Bibbins and Weeder to score. Weeder, relieved by “Brownie” Springer in the eighth, held the Wolverines in check with two runs on eight scattered hits.

  Tennis—May 14, 1915 (A) & May 15, 1915 (H): The tennis team opened the season with a weekend pair of 5-1 victories. On Friday they were in Olivet where both doubles teams, Ethel Taft-Ruby Clinton and L.C. Moskowitz-Otto Vergeson gained points along with single wins from Haidee Judson, Clinton, Moskowitz and Rusty Crozier. Returning home for a Saturday meet with Alma, Moskowitz was the only loser when he dropped a third set in an 11-9 marathon.

  ATHLETE OF THE YEAR

  Blake Miller was a nine-letter star, excelling in football (1912-1915), basketball (1913 & 1915) and baseball (1913-1915). Following the 1913 football season, Miller was included in the All-Western team as selected by The Chicago Evening Post and then the same honors were extended in 1915 by Eckersall. Blake twice served his alma mater as an assistant coach, serving a short stint as coach at Central Michigan in between.
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  Blake Miller

  IN THE SPARTLITE

  Baseball: Upon defeating the University of Michigan on May 15, 1915, for the second time, team captain Arthur Bibbins boasted:

  “The 1915 baseball season at MAC was a success because we beat Michigan. Regardless of the results of other games, the college must remember that we won from the university two out of three, and decisively showed that MAC possessed the best team of any school in the state.”

  These were bold words on behalf of a team that had managed an undistinguished 8-6 season record.

  Basketball: Bob Goss and George Gauthier, team captains in 1913 and 1914 respectively, stayed on to become assistant coaches during the 1915 season. In the following year, Oscar Miller replaced Goss for a one-year stint.

  A Holcad story of February 1915 suggested, “Gentlemen who attend games should remove their hats; and rooters should be led in some real MAC yells rather than those borrowed from Michigan and elsewhere.”

  School officials made a politically prudent decision on February 2, the evening of the Notre Dame game. As many as 50 state legislators were escorted to seats of honor in the first row of the bleachers where the captive audience heard pre-game speeches in support of a new gymnasium. Delivering the message were assistant coach George Gauthier and three student-athletes, including “Carp” Julian. Also, a petition directed to the governor and in support of a new facility was passed into the stands for signatures.

  Even with a less-than-impressive record of 6-8, the Aggies hoped to close the season by defeating Hope College and the Detroit YMCA to legitimately claim the title of “state champions.” The Dutchmen cooperated, falling 46-28, but the “Y” men would have no part in the drama as the Detroiters embarrassed the guys in Green, 21-9. Lyman Frimodig netted the only MAC field goal of the evening.

  Playing in 10 of the 16 games before quitting the squad, Hewitt Miller completed the season holding the best scoring average at 11.9 per game and Lyman Frimodig scored the most points at 126.

  Football: In expectation of the large crowd for the Michigan game of October 17, a new bleacher section to accommodate 1,400 was constructed on the east side of the field. In addition, temporary seats were added to the north and south ends to bring the total seating capacity to nearly 7,000. There must have been many fans in the “standing room only” category, because allegedly 10,000 fans witnessed this third U of M visit to College Field. As it turned out, it was a heartbreaking loss for Aggie followers. Jerry DaPrato missed two field goal chances in the opening 30 minutes of play. Also, another Aggie drive ended on the Michigan five-yard line as the scoreless first half ended. Still with no points on the scoreboard and time running out, Michigan completed a late-game desperation pass to set-up a successful drop kick from the 15-yard line. That was it, 3-0. Even as the Farmers out-rushed the Wolverines, 253 yards to 109 yards, the final score sadly read U of M- 3, MAC-0.

  Purdue University was on the 1914 schedule for a game at West Lafayette on November 7. Belatedly the Boilers cancelled the game with the reasoning they did not approve of Aggie freshmen playing on the varsity squad. Strangely, the Purdue people were well aware of MAC’s policy when the contract was originally negotiated. It would be another 24 years before the two land- grant schools would first hook-up on the football field.

  Originally, Coach Macklin’s staff consisted of backfield coach Ion Cortright and line coach Chester Gifford. Before the season was underway, Cortright left to become head coach at the University of South Dakota. George Gauthier replaced him.

  During a three-night stand, January 11-13, a motion picture of the MAC-Penn State game (a 6-3 Aggie win) was shown at the Bijou Theater along with the regularly scheduled feature film. A ticket for the double feature sold for 25 cents with the school band profiting 10 percent on tickets sold by band members.

  Hockey: Discussions for developing an outdoor ice rink and plans for supporting an intercollegiate hockey program took place on the campus in January. The initial idea was to create an ice surface on the parade grounds west of the Armory. Owing to the long distance from a water source (Red Cedar River), and other insurmountable difficulties, this site had to be abandoned. Strategy shifted to the river itself immediately above the Farm Lane Bridge where the span was approximately 60 feet. It was here a rink was developed on eight inches of ice. A gasoline engine and pump were moved there, with which the surface could be flooded whenever necessary to keep it smooth and in good playing condition. A team of horses was made available to pull a scraper for clearing the ice of snow when needed. By late January, hockey goal cages had been delivered, an intramural schedule developed and Coach Macklin himself was available for refereeing the first games. Hockey had arrived to the campus, albeit short of intercollegiate competition.

  Tennis: Most frequently, four single matches (two men and two women) and two doubles matches (one men and one women) constituted a meet. It was agreed to include two additional men’s singles matches when they squared off against Ypsi Normal, a 7-2 win. Detroit School of Law did not have a women’s team; consequently, that was a 3-0 score for the Aggies.

  Track and Field: Original plans were to send the relay quartet of Bill Harvie, LeRoy Alderman, Howard Beatty and Bill Blue to the Penn relays in Philadelphia. The plans were aborted when Blue became injured and unable to compete.
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  After the football team completed a big win, MAC students would parade en masse to the state capitol.
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  MAC

  1915-1916

  TALES TO TELL

  On October 23, nearly 3,000 Aggie football followers traveled to Ann Arbor to witness the annual struggle with the University of Michigan’s eleven. Three different railroad lines promoted special trains. The Michigan United Traction Company ran special cars at 5:30 A.M. and 7:15 A.M., with roundtrip tickets priced at $2.15. The Pere Marquette Railroad, carrying the team and band, departed from behind the Engineering Building at 8:30 A.M. Space was offered for a roundtrip ticket price of $2.50. Also leaving at 8:30 that morning, from their depot in Lansing, the Michigan Central Railroad was prepared to handle 1,000 fans for a fare of $2.46. That afternoon, another 2,000 curious fans lined in front of the State Journal Building in Lansing to hear a public address play-by-play report which emanated off the teletype machine and was broadcast onto the street. There were many opportunities for the Aggie fans to cheer, as the 24-0 football victory over the U of M was convincing. It was the third most decisive loss in 24 years for the Wolverines, as the Macklin men proved superior in every facet of the game. The sports writer for the Detroit Times summarized the results as follows:

  “What was the score? Just coming to that. It read 24-0 on the official blackboard, and the men who possessed the two dozen points were the Aggies. Michigan claimed ownership of the zero, and if there had been any numeral lower than that to hang up on the scoreboard they would have been forced to display it to indicate the Wolverines’ accomplishments.”

  There were stars aplenty: Blake Miller and his brother Hewett, Hugh Blacklock, Charley Butler, Howard Beatty, and the ever-present Lansingite Gideon Smith, who was credited with over half of the tackles during the afternoon. Yet most scintillating of all was Jerry DaPrato. With three touchdowns, three PATs, and a field goal, the fullback from Iron Mountain scored all 24 of his team’s points. He gained 153 yards from scrimmage and had several other impressive runs called back for penalties. The Farmers were opportunists as well. The field goal came after a fumble recovery; the first TD was set up by a blocked punt; and the second touchdown came following a pass interception. The “take home” earning from the Michigan game was $5,268. This was immense when compared to the $164 profit for the Alma game two weeks previous on College Field.

  
    HEADLINES of 1916

    • The first Professional Golfers Association tournament is held at Bronxville, N.Y.

    • The National Park Service is established as part of the U.S. Department of the Interior.

    • Mexican revolutionary Pancho Villa leads guerrilla raids into New Mexico and Texas.

    • Illustrator Norman Rockwell begins creating covers for The Saturday Evening Post, continuing until 1963.
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  TEAM OF THE YEAR

  The 1915 football season concluded the collegiate grid careers for some great Aggie performers: Howard Beatty, Blake Miller, Hewitt Miller, Jerry DaPrato and Gideon Smith. During the span of their four years (1912-1915), MAC posted an impressive composite record of 24-4 for a winning percentage of .857. Granted, by 1917 there would be extenuating intervening variables, but even the most pessimistic MAC fan would have never envisioned a winless season just two years hence.
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  The 5-1 football team of 1915: (front row, left to right) C. Oviatt, H. Springer, B. Huebel, H. Fick; (middle row, left to right) H. Beatty, C. Butler, L. Frimodig, B. Miller, R. Henning, J. DaPrato, and D. Vandervoort; (back row, left to right) assistant G. Gauthier, H. Straight, G. Smith, coach J. Macklin, H. Blacklock, H. Miller, and manager M. “Chief” Fuller.

  MAKING HISTORY

  Following the 1915 football season, Coach Macklin was granted a leave of absence to return to Pennsylvania to investigate the coal mining business owned and operated by his father-in-law. As it turned out, mining bituminous was to Macklin’s liking. On April 19, he sent a letter to President Kedzie saying he had been compelled to give up hopes of returning in September. Thus, his leave of absence officially became a resignation. Macklin’s collegiate coaching career ended as abruptly as it began five years earlier.

  From a tryout list of 80 candidates, professor Clark, the school’s band director, selected 50 men to fill the spots that would make up the 1915-1916 edition of the MAC military marching band. The size of the band was slightly diminished from previous years with the expressed intention of providing better quality rather than quantity. In addition to performing for frequently scheduled events on campus, twice during the fall the Aggie band was recruited by the Wolverine Pavedway Association of Lansing to accompany a caravan of automobiles and other musical organizations that traveled through cities east and west out of the Capital City. The association organized these tours with the intent to promote the completion of a proposed paved road that would stretch across the state from Detroit to Grand Haven.

  Students desiring to be managers and assistant managers of the various athletic teams had to be “politicians” as well as hard workers. Each spring candidates would campaign and gain their positions through a campuswide student election.
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  The 1916 starting (and finishing) five (left to right) Charles Hood, Cyril Rigby, William Wood, Lyman Frimodig and Fred Ricker.

  GREAT STATE DATES

  Football—October 9, 1915 (H): Mounting the second-highest point total ever accorded an MAC team, the Alma Scots were humbled, 77-12. At the close of the opening quarter, the advantage was only 19-12, and the eventual lopsided victory was not foreseen. That was as close as it would get. The Farmers’ scoring machine suddenly came alive with 21 points in the second quarter, 17 points in the third and 20 more points in the final stanza. Eight players joined in the TD parade, with Hugh Blacklock scoring three times and Jerry DaPrato twice. DePrato also added to the winning total with a 35-yard drop kick.

  Football—November 6, 1915 (H): The hometown fans must have enjoyed this one. Blake Miller gathered in the opening kickoff and raced the ball back to the Marquette 25-yard line. Three plays later and in less than one minute, Jerry DaPrato scored the game’s first touchdown. Before that quarter ended, the Aggies had managed four more touchdowns, and the scoreboard read Michigan Agriculture, 34, Marquette, 0. The rout was on. By halftime it was 47-0, and by the time the clock had run down in the final session, MAC was in total command by a score of 68-6. DaPrato accounted for four of the touchdowns, and Gideon Smith, who regularly played at left tackle, moved to the backfield long enough to score three TDs.

  Basketball—January 12, 1916 (H): In what would prove to be their highest scoring total of the season, the Aggies defeated Western Michigan in the season opener, 51-21. The Broncos were competitive through the opening half, as they trailed by only five points, 20-15, at intermission. Thereafter it was no contest, as MAC outscored the visitors, 31-6. Fred Ricker led all scorers with 17 points, followed by Art Brown and Lyman Frimodig with 10 points each.

  Basketball—February 4, 1916 (A): The Aggies defeated Hope College 21-18 to redeem a 20-14 loss three weeks earlier in the Armory. It was the fourth game in a row in which Coach Macklin started the quintet of Charles Hood, Cyril Rigby, William Wood, Lyman Frimodig and Fred Ricker. The 40-minute game was played with neither team making a substitution.

  Basketball—February 12, 1916 (H): Of the eight victories over the season, the 27-23 defeat of the Detroit YMCA was particularly satisfying. The Detroit team had been undefeated during the season. Contrary to the usual Aggie offense of playing for the short shots in close, many of the field goals (four apiece by Fred Ricker and Charles Hood, and three by Lyman Frimodig) were from long range.

  Baseball—May 12 & May 13, 1916 (H): The Wabash Little Giants came to town for a two-game series and found the Aggies’ star pitching duo of Art “Lefty” Brown and Ray “Frenchy” DeMond in rare form. In the 4-1 MAC victory on Friday, Brown, the Hastings southpaw, surrendered only four hits and permitted no bases on balls while striking out nine batters. After five scoreless innings, the Aggies sandwiched two hits between two errors to produce three runs in the sixth. Harold “China” Clark knocked in two and then scored the third run on a mishandled bouncer off the bat of Merrill “Chief” Fuller. The final MAC run came in the eighth inning when Clark singled home Robert Huebel who had tripled. On the next afternoon’s 6-1 win, DeMond nearly equaled Brown’s performance as he yielded five hits, permitted no walks and put eight batters down via the strike out. As in the Friday game, a sixth inning outburst spelled doom for the visitors. “Chi” Fick’s single and Fuller’s double were followed by two base on balls and a pair of costly errors. Lyman Frimodig concluded the two-out rally by doubling home the fifth run.

  Baseball—June 1, 1916 (H): Following seven losses to Notre Dame, spanning 10 years, the first ever win over the Irish was registered at home by a score of 5-2. Arthur “Lefty” Brown was the winning pitcher, relinquishing only five hits over the nine innings. The hitting star was Hilmar Fick, who had a hand in all five runs for the winners. He tripled home three runs in the second inning and later in the game scored the remaining two tallies.

  Baseball—June 3, 1916 (H): In the most impressively pitched game of the season, Ray “Frenchy” DeMond closed out the 1916 schedule by throwing a two-hitter while striking out 12 Michigan Normal hitters in a 9-1 victory. In the fifth inning the Aggies chalked up four unearned runs on a single by Walter Thomas, three bases on balls and five errors.

  ATHLETE OF THE YEAR

  Jerry DaPrato (FB ’12, ’14, ’15 and BK ’15) was the school’s first football player to gain All-American consideration, being recognized by both The Detroit Times and the International News Service. His accomplishment of scoring all of his team’s points in the 24-0 victory over Michigan opened the eyes of many from the media. Like Lyman Frimodig, another star of the period, DaPrato was a “UP-er,” hailing from Iron Mountain.
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  Jerry DaPrato

  IN THE SPARTLITE

  Baseball: One week prior to opening the schedule against Olivet, Charlie Hood, the starting third baseman, was taken to Sparrow Hospital for an appendicitis operation and was eventually lost for the season.

  Another loss to Notre Dame, 2-0, might have been more appropriately reported as an Aggie defeat of themselves. The hitters managed only five hits, and in the field the defense committed seven errors, including miscues that accounted for both Irish runs.

  The quality of umpiring remained in question during this decade. Returning from a three-game eastern swing in 1916, players were convinced the one loss at Syracuse was “stolen.” The umpire supposedly called one Aggie out after only two strikes, and one MAC inning was ruled complete after only two men had been retired.

  Basketball: The mystique of playing “through” the low rafters of the Armory did not prove as advantageous in 1916 as in previous seasons. The Aggies were only able to win six of 11 games played on the home court.

  In late January, the Aggies made a three-game trip to South Bend, Ind., Naperville, Ill., and Chicago, where they suffered defeats at the hands of Notre Dame, Northwestern College and Illinois A.C. The 50-18 win by the “Y” team (their 16th straight win of the season) was particularly humbling. It was the second-highest margin of loss ever inflicted on an Aggie team.

  The 24-23 home loss to the Irish two weeks later was highlighted by the fact that a Notre Dame player by the name of Fitzgerald scored 22 of the winners’ 24 points.

  Cross Country: On November 6, in what was billed as the first-ever state intercollegiate cross country championship, 23 runners raced across a five-and-a-half mile course that began and ended on College Field. Counting the top three finishers from each school, the University of Michigan won the trophy with men placing second, fourth and fifth for a team score of 11. An Albion runner won the gold medal in a time of 29:33.0, and with teammates crossing in the sixth and eighth spots, they scored a runner-up team total of 15 points. The MAC trio of Sheldon, Harris, and Warren finished in the third, seventh and 15th slots for a team score of 25. A U of M freshman trio placed fourth in the competition and the MAC freshman trio wound up fifth.

  Also that fall, MAC began entering runners in the annual Detroit YMCA Thanksgiving Day race on Belle Isle.

  Football: Two years earlier, the undefeated team of 1913 began with their preseason conditioning program at Pine Lake (Lake Lansing). Not wanting to break this pattern of success, the three-week encampment continued in 1915 with assistant coach George Gauthier in charge. A total of 28 men checked into the “tent city” on September 9 for the two-a-day sessions.

  A football rule from 1898 remained inforce which provided for a game to be shortened by mutual agreement between the captains of the contesting teams. Such was the case in the season opener against Olivet, when the first and third quarters were shortened to 10 minutes and the second and fourth to eight minutes. Regardless, the Aggies had ample time to score five touchdowns and gain a comfortable 34-0 victory.

  The 1915 team was the school’s first “scoring machine.” During the six-game season, the offense averaged 43.2 points per contest.

  A total of 67 men, an astonishing number, were included in the squad picture featured on the first page of the November 1 issue of the The Holcad.

  Tennis: This is how one recruited in 1916. An article in the April 10 issue of The Holcad solicited both men and women candidates for the college tennis team. Interested parties were instructed to submit their names to “Dutch” Oviatt as soon as possible so that a tournament might be bracketed to identify the most qualified players for intercollegiate competition. Ultimately, the six varsity players (four men and two women) chosen completed an impressive 8-2-1 season.

  Track and Field: With George Gauthier taking over the coaching reins, two dual meets were held in the spring, both resulting in identical scores. One was a 90-41 loss to Notre Dame and the other was a 90-41 victory over the U of M freshman squad.

  On April 29, the first State Intercollegiate Track and Field meet was held at College Field. Team scoring was as follows: MAC, 54 1/2; Hillsdale, 43; Western State, 16; Olivet, 10; Hope, 6; and Michigan Normal at Ypsilanti, 1 1/2. Others competing but not scoring were: Kalamazoo, Albion, Detroit Junior College and Alma. With the exception of the cancellation in 1944 because of World War II, the State meet was conducted annually through 1945 with MAC-MSC winning 17 team titles and 151 individual championships.

  Original plans were to send four or five men to the Western Conference championships in Evanston (the conference did not begin to use the closed meet format until 1925). When distance star Earl Sheldon was stricken by an illness and unavailable to compete, the idea was withdrawn.

  SPARTAN SCRAPBOOK

  ———— BASKETBALL ————
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  Pioneer basketball team (1906)
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  MAC

  1916-1917

  TALES TO TELL

  George Alderton passed along the story of an incredible weekend in 1916 for Hugh Blacklock, the football star from Grand Rapids. Following the exhausting season-ending loss to Notre Dame at home on Saturday, November 18, Hugh took the interurban train to Detroit, where he fought a 10-round boxing bout on Saturday evening. He then continued to Dayton, Ohio, where he played a professional football game on Sunday (frowned upon in the collegiate world, but a common practice). Upon returning to campus, Blacklock prevailed upon Jack Heppinstall to powder and camouflage his facial bruises so that he would look presentable for the team picture that Monday. How good a job did Heppinstall do? You be the judge from the picture on the right.

  Soccer at MAC in 1917? The following excerpt is from the December 5, 1916, edition of The Holcad:

  “During the past month or so the first efforts towards establishing soccer at MAC have been made. Under the able direction of Jack Heppinstall, who played the game in England with several championship teams, a considerable number of the fellows have been working out this fall on the drill grounds. While the game is new to the most of them they have made a great deal of progress and Jack promised a crack team next year.”

  There was no evidence of a “crack team” being fielded in the spring of 1917.
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  Hugh Blacklock’s 1916 team photo

  
    HEADLINES of 1917

    • The U.S. officially enters World War I on April 6.

    • The U.S. purchases the Virgin Islands from Denmark for $25 million.

    • Puerto Rico becomes a U.S. territory and its inhabitants become U.S. citizens.

    • For the first time, radios are used for ground-to-air and air-to-air communication.
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  TEAM OF THE YEAR

  The 1916-1917 edition of MAC basketball would play the final full season in the “friendly” Armory. The 11-5 record was registered in streaks, winning the first nine games on the schedule before losing four in a row and concluding with two added victories before bowing to the Detroit YMCA quintet. All five losses were road games. Although four other men played minor roles during the season, the six-man rotation (shown below) carried the load over the 16-game season.
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  1917 basketball team.(Front row left to right) Art Sheffield, captain Al McClelland and Paul Vevia. (Back row, left to right) Lyman Frimodig, coach George Gauthier, David Peppard and Byron Murray.

  MAKING HISTORY

  A preseason football feature story in the Holcad boasts that the 1916 Aggie forward wall was the largest in the school’s history. The starters and their reported weights were, from left end to right end: Larry Archer, 185; Sherm Coryell, 190; Herb Straight, 192; Lyman Frimodig, 187; Adelbert Vandervoort, 196; Hugh Blacklock, 192; and Ralph Henning, 175.

  The original version of the school’s fight song was written by cheerleader F.I. Lankey. It should be noted that in the opening stanza of his original piece, lyrics read:

  On the banks of the Red Cedar,

  There’s a school that’s known to all.

  Its specialty is farming,

  And those farmers play football.

  Also, by 1916 the school had adopted an alma mater which held, with slight ongoing alterations, until the introduction and adoption of MSU Shadows in 1949. The lyrics to the original alma mater were sung to the tune of Cornell University’s song:

  Close beside the winding Cedar,

  Sloping banks of green,

  Spreads the campus Alma Mater,

  Fairest ever seen.

  First of all thy race, fond mother,

  Thus we greet thee now,

  While with loving hands the laurel,

  Twin we o’er thy brow.

  (chorus)

  Swell the chorus, let in echo,

  Over hill and dale

  Hail to thee, our loving mother,

  M.A.C. all hail.

  MAC engaged in another sport during the winter of 1916-1917. It was bowling, taken up as an intercollegiate activity. The team consisted of seven men, and the organization was called the Inter-Society League. They did not meet their opponents in actual competition but bowled on home alleys and telegraphed the results to their respective opponents. The league consisted of Yale, Princeton, Lehigh, Colby and Stevens in the eastern division, and Syracuse, Cornell, Michigan, Illinois and MAC in the western division. Of 12 games rolled, the Aggies won five. There is no record of the competition continuing beyond that 1917 season.

  GREAT STATE DATES

  Football—September 30, 1916 (H): Before a home crowd of more than 2,000, MAC easily dispensed of Olivet, 40-0. It was an auspicious debut for the first-year coach, Frank Sommers. Captain Ralph Henning, right end, likely ran from the backfield position as well. He was credited with three of the six touchdowns, with only one of the three scores made from a pass reception. Quarterback Bob Huebel scored once, as did two new backfield starters, Charles Butler and Fred Jacks.

  Football—October 28, 1916 (H): The MAC-North Dakota varsity contest was preceded by two games. The first was between the junior and senior class teams and the second was the annual freshman game, MAC versus Michigan. Local interest for the second game was so whetted that the bleachers were packed with fans before either yearling team took the field. With 30 seconds of playing time remaining and the Aggies trailing 7-6, the Wolverine rookies unwisely attempted a pass near midfield. A MAC reserve tackle by the name of Allen broke through the line, deflected the aerial attempt and intercepted the ball in midair. To the howling delight of the local fans, he then rambled 50 yards for the winning marker as time ran out. This exciting finish left the afternoon’s feature game, a 30-0 varsity victory over the Dakota team, an anti-climactic affair.

  Basketball—January 12, 1917 (H): Seldom does one man dominate a team’s scoring the way center David Peppard did in the 41-22 season-opening victory over West Virginian Wesleyan. The East Lansing native connected on 14 field goals and three free throws for 31 points. Paul Vevia contributed the remaining 10 points from his forward position.

  Basketball—January 26, 1917 (H): With the reputation of having sustained only two losses in seven years, the Illinois Athletic Club team trotted onto the Armory floor exuding confidence. Although during warm-ups those same IAC players began to express concern over the necessity to shoot through the infamous low girders, they remained undaunted. The visitors were so confident that two regular starters sat on the bench during the opening half of play as the Aggies maintained an 11-9 advantage. By the time the Chicago coach decided to play his full complement, it was too late. Gauthier’s fivesome continued their dominance to win fairly easily, 39-27.

  Basketball—February 1, 1917 (H): Perhaps the University of Buffalo team was not aggressive enough. Over the entire game against MAC they were never called for a personal foul. At the same time, they were never in the game, losing 36-17. The New Yorkers could have been travel weary. They had opted to come to East Lansing via automobiles. Considering those early vehicles, the crude roads of the time, and the distance of approximately 400 miles, they could have been on the road for as much as 10 hours. The game start was delayed two hours awaiting their arrival.

  Basketball—February 10, 1917 (H): Lyman Frimodig later confirmed the 20-19 victory over Wabash as his greatest thrill during four years of MAC athletics. Lyman scored 12 of the winners’ 20 points. It was the ninth straight victory for the undefeated Aggies.

  Basketball—March 8, 1917 (H): With construction progressing on the gymnasium building across the street, Aggie followers were convinced the Marietta College game would be the final varsity game on the beloved Armory floor. Those who crammed into the 31-year-old building that night were also saying farewell to the senior five of Lyman Frimodig, Al McClelland, Dave Peppard, Art Sheffield and Paul Vevia. The game proved exciting as the visitors built a 16-12 halftime lead before the Aggies could respond with a stirring comeback, outscoring the Pioneers 18-4 in the final 20 minutes. The chalkboard in the corner displayed the final score: MAC 30, Marietta 20. The Armory would continue to host MAC basketball through nearly all of the following season.

  Baseball—April 21, 1917 (H): The second of the weekend’s two-game series against Marshall was truly a pitchers’ battle. Ray DeMond was sent to the mound by Coach Morrissey, and he responded with an impressive pitching performance. Regardless, it took an extra inning before the Aggies could push across an unearned run for the victory. Both teams opened with a first-inning marker, and the 1-1 game held until the tenth inning when Lyman Frimodig was walked. A subsequent out, an infield error, and a wild pitch saw the big first baseman ramble home with the deciding run.

  Track and Field—May 12, 1917 (H): Although only three teams were entered, MAC captured the running of the Second Annual Michigan Intercollegiate track meet at College Field. The Aggies accounted for 53 points followed by Hillsdale, 45; Michigan Normal, 18; and the MAC freshmen, 10. Winners for the varsity were Ernest Carlson in the 100-and 220-yard sprints, Clark Barrell in both the high and low hurdles, David Peppard in the 440-yard run and Art Atkin in the discus, as well as a second place in the shot put.

  ATHLETE OF THE YEAR

  No Aggie-Spartan athlete has ever equaled or bettered Lyman Frimodig’s exploit of having earned a total of 10 varsity awards during his MAC career (four in basketball, four in baseball and two in football). By that measure alone, through the years many have considered “Frim” the greatest to have ever worn the Green and White. Originally from Calumet, Mich., Frimodig returned to the UP upon graduation, where he coached and was principal of Escanaba High School until entering the armed forces in 1918. One year later he was hired as the freshman coach by his alma mater, and he never left the scene, serving 30 years at different times as assistant athletic director, varsity basketball coach and professor of health and physical education. In 1949 Frimodig assumed the position of ticket sales manager in the department, a position he held until retirement in 1960.

  [image: image]

  Lyman Frimodig

  IN THE SPARTLITE

  Baseball: As the United States declared war on Germany on April 6, 1917, the college’s academic term was shortened to expedite the process for young men to enlist in the armed forces. The clouds of war also impacted the athletic scene. A planned trip to play West Virginia, Virginia Wesleyan, Washington and Jefferson, Pittsburgh and Carnegie Tech was canceled. Also, no games were played against the U of M. Michigan had canceled all of their athletic events for the remainder of the academic year. A total of 11 MAC games from the original 17-game schedule were played.

  To help fill the scheduling void, a team labeled “Campus All-Stars” was quickly organized. Borrowing “Frenchy” DeMond as their pitcher, they took on the remaining varsity squad. To the embarrassment of the varsity, the All-Stars prevailed in the shortened six-inning contest, 7-6.

  In a two-game series at College Field against Notre Dame, Ray “Frenchy” DeMond nearly pulled off a remarkable pitching feat. In the first game, he shut the Irish out on two hits as the Aggies scored five times on 11 hits and played errorless ball in the field for a 5-0 victory. On the very next afternoon, Coach Morrissey again called upon DeMond. The big right-hander responded by continuing to hold the Irish scoreless for seven more innings. Leading 2-0 going into the eighth, “Frenchy” finally tired. Yet, it was a misjudged fly by Bob McWilliams that led to the scoring of Notre Dame’s first three runs and the lead. They scored once more in the ninth and squeezed out a 4-2 win.

  Basketball: Twice during the nine-game winning streak that opened the schedule, the Aggies held their opponent to less than 10 points. Alma was a 47-7 victim on January 20, and three weeks later Ohio Northern fell 53-9 when the MAC five scored their highest total of the season.

  Season-ending totals reveal that of 11 men who were on the composite scoring sheet, four were, by far, the top contributors: Dave Peppard, 190; Paul Vevia, 105; Lyman Frimodig, 72; and Byron Murray, 64. The remaining five contributed a total of only 33 points.

  Cross Country: On November 18, the morning of the Notre Dame football game, an invitational meet was run over the three-mile course through the campus. Of the nine schools invited to compete, only two accepted, Albion and the U of M. The team totals in order of finish were as follows: Michigan, 8; Albion, 16; MAC, 32; Michigan freshmen, 52; and MAC freshmen, 58. The three varsity Aggies who figured in the scoring were Longnecker, fifth, Warren, 13th, and Allen, 14th.

  Football: The freedom to alter playing time of a game remained in the rule book. The season opener with Olivet was played in 10-minute quarters, and then one week later, the quarters of the Carroll game were extended to the customary 15-minute periods.

  The Aggie team that entered the South Dakota game as a three-touchdown favorite on November 4 had to settle for a 3-3 tie in a game played at Vermillion. The interpretation of one particular play could have led to a more pleasant result. As reported in The Holcad:

  “In the third quarter the team did score a touchdown, that is everyone thought so, but Referee Elseman, after blowing his whistle when the ball was across the line, permitted the Coyotes to shove Huebel back. When the mass of players was untangled, the ball was seen lying six inches from the line. That was the only chance the Michigan boys ever had to score a touchdown, and Huebel’s drop kick, just before the game ended, staved off defeat.”

  After defeating Michigan twice in three years (1913 and 1915), local fans were becoming overconfident that their heroes could frequently duplicate the effort. Thus, the 0-9 defeat on October 21 and the 0-14 loss to Notre Dame three weeks later were deeply disappointing. Even with a respectable 4-2-1 season record, backing for Coach Sommers rapidly deteriorated. On the Saturday of the final game (against the Irish with Charley Bachman starting at left guard) the headline of a State Journal article read: “Believe Sommers Will Not Coach Ags Again.” Supposedly fans had taken a disliking to him because of his method of “bawling out” players in front of the grandstand. Also, it was suggested he was not able to marshal his men into a team-like unit for the big games and, furthermore, there appeared to be friction between the coach and his players. Regardless, some of those players spoke out in favor of their coach with one being quoted as saying: “Every member of the football squad believes that Coach Sommers has delivered the goods and we think he ought to be asked back next fall.” In a final gesture, Sommers went before the State Board of Agriculture and made a personal appeal. It was all for naught. Frank Sommers would return to Pennsylvania and MAC would again be looking for a football coach.

  Financially, the Athletic Association had an on-hand balance November 30 of $4,004.54 against $6,325.30, the previous year’s balance. Coach Gauthier explained that the smaller balance was due to outfitting a larger than normal freshman team of 50 men ($2,240.66), plus the increase in coaches’ salaries which, along with other labor expenses, totaled $2,261.65.

  Following the 1916 season, officials of the Lansing Automobile Club met with school administrators to outline a plan of jointly engaging in the recruitment efforts by providing summer job opportunities for student athletes. Unrestrained at that time by any NCAA policy, the idea gained support.

  Track and Field: The entire season of 1917 took place on College Field within three days. First was the 83 2/3 to 42 1/3 loss to Notre Dame on Thursday, May 10. This was followed by the state intercollegiate meet two days later. In that loss to Notre Dame, only two Aggies earned clear-cut first-place finishes: Dave Peppard won the 440-yard run, and Clark Barrell captured the 120-yard high hurdle event. A total of 14 men were awarded varsity letters.

  SPARTAN SCRAPBOOK

  ———— BASKETBALL COACHES ————
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  Lyman Frimodig (1921-22)
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  Alton Kircher (1950)
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  Peter F. Newell (1951-54)
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  Forrest A. Anderson (1955-65)
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  John E. Bennington (1966-69)
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  Gus G. Ganakas (1970-76)
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  George “Jud” Heathcote (1977-95)
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  Tom Izzo (1996-)

  Pictured elsewhere: Charles Bemies 1900-01BS; George Denman 1902-03BS; Chester Brewer 1904-10BS; John Macklin 1911-15BS; George Gauthier 1917-20TR; Fred Walker 1922-24BS; John Kobs 1925-26BS; Ben VanAlstyne 1927-49GO

  BS see baseball coaches

  TR see track and field coaches

  GO see golf coaches
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  MAC

  1917-1918

  TALES TO TELL

  In 1917, Chester Brewer was lured back to East Lansing after spending seven successful years as combined athletic director and coach at the University of Missouri in Columbia, Mo. Perhaps the popular Brewer should have been advised that “you can never go back.” His original eight years at MAC (1903-1910) were memorable and auspicious. Then came the fall of 1917 at MAC. Struggling through a 0-9 football record, Coach Brewer would be forever linked to the school’s only winless grid season. Perhaps the demise was attributable to a more challenging schedule with Detroit, Northwestern, Syracuse and Camp MacArthur (Texas), the latter loaded with ex-college stars replacing Olivet, Carroll, North Dakota and South Dakota. It also might be claimed that the Aggies’ downfall could be ascribed to the departure of experienced manpower into the armed forces. Regardless of any reasoning or rationale, one fact remained: following the winless season of 1917, the Brewer record at Michigan Agriculture would forever be tarnished.

  Led by Yellmaster T.C. Dee, two additional cheers were added to the list reported in 1911-1912:

  Rat-a-to-thrat! to-thrat! to-thrat!

  Terrors-to-lick! to-lick! to-lick!

  Kick-a-ba-ba! Kick-a-ba-ba!

  M.A.C.- M.A.C.- Rah! Rah! Rah!

  R-r-r-r-r-r-r-r-r-r-r-r-r-h Varsity, Rah!

  R-r-r-r-r-r-r-r-r-r-r-r-r-h Varsity, Rah!

  R-r-r-r-r-r-r-r-r-r-r-r-r-h Varsity,Rah!

  On February 23 the athletic office proudly released the names of 49 former Aggies athletes who were serving in the United States Armed Forces. The list included many of the bright stars of past MAC teams. Among them were: Art Bibbins, Hugh Blacklock, Ralph Chamberlain, Ion Cortright, Jerry DaPrato, Hilmar Fick, Elmer Gorenflo, Parnell McKenna, Blake Miller, Hewett Miller, Oscar Miller, Dave Peppard, Fred Stone and Adelbert Vandervoort.

  
    HEADLINES of 1918

    • World War I ends on November 11.

    • For the first time, daylight-saving time goes into effect.

    • Robert Leroy Ripley, cartoonist, begins his syndicated “Believe It or Not” series of strange and unusual facts.

    • First scheduled air-mail service begins between New York City and Washington, D.C. Stamps initially cost $0.24, later reduced to six cents.
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  TEAM OF THE YEAR

  Having little to choose from, with their record of 7-5, the baseball team has been identified as the outstanding team of the year for 1917-1918. Of those seven victories, the 4-0 shutout of Notre Dame was the feature game of the spring.
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  1918 baseball team. (Left to right) H. Peters, P. Donnelly, S. Johnston, J. Hammes, I. Snider, G. Hayes, manager Borgman, captain R. DeMond, coach C. Brewer, W. Collinson, H. Andrews, G. Mills, O. Kellogg and H. Doscher.

  MAKING HISTORY

  Originally, the new Gymnasium Building (Circle IM) was to have been available for the basketball schedule of 1917. Compounded by the inability to secure certain building materials during the war years and the reality of an untimely labor strike, it would not be available until Thursday, Feb. 21, 1918 when the first official function, the junior prom, was held. The inaugural athletic event would take place two evenings later when approximately 1,000 fans cheered the Aggies to a 35-20 basketball win over Oberlin. Leading the way for MAC were Byron Murray with 13 points, Charles Higbie, 10, and Irving “Shorty” Snider, 8. Formal dedication of the new facility took place on the evening of May 22, 1918, three days short of a one-year delay from the contracted date for completion. The ceremony was simple as Robert H. Graham, president of the state Board of Agriculture, made a presentation speech and passed the keys of the building to President Kedzie. In turn, Kedzie handed them over to Chester Brewer, who by then held the title of director of athletics. Among the hundreds who sauntered through the building that evening were approximately 30 varsity alumni who were invited as guests of honor. These men were given seats on the platform, and during the course of the evening were presented with certificates of their athletic achievements as souvenirs of the dedication exercises. The gymnasium building would provide the impetus to usher three additional intercollegiate sports onto the scene: fencing, swimming and wrestling. Also, women would take a more active role with an extensive intramural program to include basketball, tennis, field hockey, track and field, swimming and rifle shooting. A separate shower room, dressing room and lounging room had been included for the needs of the co-eds.

  GREAT STATE DATES

  Cross Country—November 3, 1917 (H): Placing first, fourth and eighth for 13 points, the MAC runners captured the third running of the state intercollegiate championships. The U of M, winners of the first two meets, settled for second place with 17 points, followed by Albion with 27. The Aggies’ Louis Geiermann was the winner over the three-and-a-half-mile run mile run in a comparatively slow time of 19:29.4. The course was described as follows: the start was from in front of the gymnasium. The trail immediately crossed over the College Field Bridge and then followed the river east to the Pinetum Road (Hagadorn). The course then went north to Grand River Road and west along the road, reentering the campus at the orchard (northeast corner), wandering back via the current west circle drive to the finish line at the gymnasium.

  Basketball—January 19, 1918 (H): After opening the season with six straight losses (five on the road), MAC gained their first victory of the season, 24-20, against the Ft. Custer Officers of Battle Creek. Leading at halftime 8-8, the Aggies outscored the soldiers 16-12 in the final 20 minutes. The starting five played the entire game: George Garrett, Charles Higbie, Larry Kurtz, Hobert Brigham and Byron Murray. Captain Murray led all scorers with nine points.

  Basketball—February 1, 1918 (H): Even as the cries from the vanquished bewailed how the low rafters of the Armory acted as a “sixth man” for the hometown Farmers, the decisive 27-12 victory over Notre Dame was nevertheless a satisfying win. Granted, more than a share of the Irish field goal attempts were tangled in the ceiling structure; regardless, the MAC defense was persistent, holding the visitors to a total of four points in the opening half and only three field goals over the entire 40 minutes of “action.” MAC’s winning 27 points were divided as follows: Charles Higbie, eight; Hobert Brigham, seven; Byron Murray, six; and Larry Kurtz, six.

  Basketball—March 9, 1918 (H): In the third game played in the new gymnasium, the Aggies closed out the season in winning style with a 23-16 victory over the Detroit YMCA. They led 8-4 at intermission and then with Charlie Higbie and Larry Kurtz warming up in the second half, the Farmers outscored the Y-men 15-12. This would be the last time Michigan Agriculture would match up against the Y team. Over the 15 years of friendly competition, MAC had won only 12 of the 27 games played. In a preliminary game earlier in the evening, the freshmen team defeated the Detroit Junior College. Also, in an apparent opportunity to display the extended facilities of the new gymnasium, during half time of the varsity game, a relay was run on the upper-level track between the varsity and freshman track teams.

  Baseball—May 9 and 10, 1918 (A): Although Kalamazoo College managed an unusual six runs on eight hits off of Ray DeMond, the outcome of the game was never in doubt as MAC posted five runs in the opening two innings and never trailed, 10-6. With three hits, left fielder Herm Doscher was the star at the plate. On the next afternoon the Aggies moved down the street and easily defeated Western State, 10-3. George Mills pitched scoreless ball in seven innings of relief to gain the decision.

  Baseball—May 11, 1918 (A): “Frenchy” DeMond pitched the best game of his collegiate career when he permitted Notre Dame but one scratch hit in a 4-0 victory. It was the first loss of the season for the Irish and only their third loss at home in a span of seven years. Also of historic note, it was MAC’s first-ever win at South Bend and helped to soothe the loss one week earlier in East Lansing. In back-to-back innings the Aggies scored a pair of runs. In the fourth “Shorty” Snider drove home George Hayes and William Collinson, who had both singled. In the fifth Ward Andrews and DeMond scored, following successive base hits.

  ATHLETE OF THE YEAR

  Although he participated in but one sport, pitcher Ray “Frenchy” DeMond is recognized as the Athlete of the Year. He was MAC’s outstanding baseball player in both the 1917 and 1918 seasons. Not only was DeMond the ace pitcher in 1918, but the season statistics reveal he was also the team’s leading hitter. From the May 20, 1918, issue of The Holcad:

  “Frenchy DeMond was our mainstay in the box and led in hitting. Frenchy gets a gold baseball in recognition of the services he has given the team, both as a pitcher and as an all-around player.”

  Later, in the 1940s, his son John would star as a member of the varsity swimming team.
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  Ray “Frenchy” DeMond

  IN THE SPARTLITE

  Baseball: In the first inning of the season-closing 5-2 loss at Ann Arbor, the Farmers registered a triple play with the left fielder Herm Doscher, shortstop Howard Peters and catcher William Collinson being credited with putouts. The defense for the remainder of the game was not so splendid. A total of 13 errors were committed by the Aggies, including three by that same “triple-play” shortstop, Howard Peters.

  Batting averages for the season were: Ray DeMond, .372; Ward Andrews, .333; Stan Johnston, .300; John Hammes, .279; George Hayes, .257; Irving “Shorty” Snider, .256; Herm Doscher, .238; Orson Kellogg, .210; William Collinson, .172; and Howard Peters, .111.

  Jimmy Hasselman, the school’s first equivalent of a sports information director, doubled as the freshmen baseball coach during the 1918 season.

  Basketball: For this final year of varsity basketball in the Armory, a notable change was made in the layout of the court. A reconfiguration had the baskets in the east and west ends of the arena rather than north and south as previously. Thus, the infamous low girders ran across the floor layout rather lengthwise. This provided short shots from the side at greater angles than before.

  Cross Country: One week before hosting the state intercollegiate championships on November 3, the all-college meet was conducted with 12 men entered.

  MAC took second place in the Thanksgiving Day run held in Detroit under the auspices of the Detroit YMCA. The course was not run on the Belle Isle course, as in former years, but on Woodward Avenue from Grand Boulevard to Grand Circus Park on an unfamiliar hard surface and over a distance of two-and-a-half miles. The five-man Aggie team was headed by Tony Brendel and finished third about 80 yards behind the winner from the Y team. Other finishers for the Green and White were Longnecker fifth, Allen 11th, Geiermann 16th and Sturm 18th. Louis Geiermann led the field during practically the entire race before being compelled to drop back because of a hobbled knee.
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  Honoring a nation at war in Europe, the 1917 Aggie green jerseys were replete with a version of “Old Glory” large enough to cover the entire front.

  Football: While posting a sorrowful 0-9 record, it was a season of “might have beens.” The closest the 1917 team came to winning a game was in the 7-3 home loss to Kalamazoo on the second Saturday of the season. On six separate instances that afternoon the Aggies found themselves within five yards of the goal yet unable to register a touchdown. Specifically, on one of those occasions the ball rested on the one-yard line and with two downs the offense couldn’t push the ball over. John Hammes successfully executed a field goal in the third period but a second attempt in the fourth quarter hit the goal post and failed. Yet, with four minutes to play and possessing a 3-0 lead, MAC was on the verge of a win when Orson Kellogg fumbled a punt that had been kicked out of danger from inside the 10-yard line. The ball was scooped up by a “K” College player who raced 40 yards for the winning score.

  Struggling for any positive sign amidst the winless season, The Holcad reported the 21-7 homecoming loss to Syracuse should have been a 7-7 tie. MAC scored first on a Larry Archer to C.F. Ramsey pass midway through the opening quarter. Shortly thereafter the Orange had knotted the score on a 60-yard run through center. Syracuse put the game away on two third-quarter TDs, both from Aggie miscues, first on a 50-yard run of a fumble recovery and then on a 30-yard run following a pass interception.
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  On March 2, 1918 the MAC basketball team plays its second game in the new gymnasium. The U of M team was the featured opponent and the Blue prevailed, 33-25.

  Original plans were for the Syracuse game on November 24 to close out the season. Belatedly, a Thanksgiving Day game was added on November 29 against the Camp MacArthur team of Waco, Texas, with its roster of experienced college players. Although the Farmers held the army team scoreless over the first half of play, the talented soldiers took charge after intermission and eventually had their way, 20-0.

  Illustrating the futility of the season, throughout the course of the nine games Brewer’s squad was outscored by a composite margin of 179 to 23. They were shut out five times.

  Swimming: Upon opening of the new Gymnasium Building and its 30-yard pool, there was no immediate action to initiate a competitive swimming team. The tank was filled for the first time in preparation for a “formal christening” on Saturday, May 4, 1918. At that time swimmers from MAC and a group of seven from the Detroit YMCA were featured in an aquatic exhibition. From the MAC Record:

  “Fred Jorn of the Detroit “Y” will give an exhibition and incidentally will try for a record plunge in the new 90 foot tank. Several students reputed to be veritable “water dogs” will put on some fancy swimming acts and some excitement will be injected with contests in water basketball and polo. The christening will start at 8 o’clock.”

  Tennis: There is no record of how many tennis meets were originally scheduled or how many were cancelled by weather conditions, but only two were apparently conducted in the spring of 1918. They were two meetings against Michigan Normal, away and home. The results were a 4-2 victory at Ypsilanti and a 3-3 tie in East Lansing. Julie Rigterink and Ruth Schuppert were the co-ed representatives with George Wible and Santiago “Sammy” Iledan representing the men. Sammy, a student from the Philippines, stood barely four feet in height.

  Track and Field: With the war still raging in Europe, a reflection of military training was embraced in the Michigan intercollegiate championships of 1918 when the javelin throw was replaced on the program by the hand grenade throw. Accuracy was the prime requisite for the event as the missile was tossed 150 feet toward a series of concentric circles and, oh yes, the grenades were not loaded. The final team scoring for the meet was as follows: MAC 48 1/2, Western State 38 1/2, MAC Freshmen 30 1/2, Kalamazoo College 14 1/2, Michigan State Normal 14, Detroit Junior College 12 and Hillsdale 7 1/2.

  A total of 11 men were available to represent MAC in the only dual meet of the spring, an 85-35 loss to Notre Dame at South Bend. Larry Kurtz and W.H. Sturm took first and second respectively in the quarter-mile, Lou Geiermann was second in the half-mile, A.J. Mitchell second in the mile, and Tony Brendel second in the two-mile run. Second places were also garnered by W.V. Taylor in the high hurdles, C.M. Hatland in the low hurdles, Robinson in the high jump and Titkens in both the shot put and discus. Walter Simmons placed third in both the 100- and 220-yard dashes.
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  George Wible (left) and Santiago“Sammy” Iledan of the Philippines who stood just four feet in height.


  [image: image]

  MAC

  1918-1919

  TALES TO TELL

  From March 1918 until November of 1919 the United States endured the nation’s worst single epidemic when the outbreak of Spanish influenza killed more than 500,000 people. It was this scourge that penetrated into the football scene that fall, wreaking havoc on the scheduling of games. After opening the season with easy wins over Albion and Hillsdale, the Aggies were to face Michigan and Northwestern on consecutive Saturdays, October 19 and October 26. Even though the flu quarantine would have made it difficult for students to get away, by midweek of the scheduled U of M game, it was announced that special interurban trains would be transporting rooters to Ann Arbor. Coach Gauthier continued team practices in seclusion, attempting to add a surprise twist to his game plan. Then on Thursday, literally hours before kickoff time in Ann Arbor, the game was called off because of the epidemic. The decision was made following a late-hour meeting on Wednesday night involving governor Albert Sleeper and Dr. H.M. Olin, secretary of the state board of health. Members of the team had not been immune from the disease. During that week of October 13-19 Dean Ferris, Herb Dunphy, Harry Graves and “Shorty” Snider had been in and out of the college infirmary. Regardless, by the following Monday all of the stricken, although weakened, were at practice, but by then Coach Gauthier had been sidelined and assistant Ion Cortright was in charge. As that week progressed in preparation for the game at Evanston, it appeared that only two men would miss the contest, Phil Bailey and Snider. Then on Thursday, as the week before, it was announced there would be no game. The Illinois health authorities had intervened and made the decision. By now, school officials were becoming anxious. Athletic department expenses were continuing to mount but revenues were nil. Just the cost for assorted football equipment added up to something more than $2,500 for the season and the anticipated revenue from the Northwestern game, now unrecoverable, was expected to have been somewhere between $3,000 and $5,000. But the “bleeding” would stop. The season resumed at home on the following Saturday, November 2, against Western State, and the remainder of the schedule was played out without subsequent interruption. Furthermore, the University of Michigan did manage to open a slot on their calendar and the 1918 MAC—U of M game was played after all, on November 23, five weeks later than originally scheduled.

  
    HEADLINES of 1919

    • Jack Dempsey becomes the world heavyweight boxing champion when he defeats Jess Willard in Toledo, Ohio.

    • The world’s oldest airline, KLM, is founded.

    • Radio Corporation of America (RCA) is established.

    • Allied nations and Germany sign the Treaty of Versailles ending World War I.
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  In April, Chester Brewer released a new set of guidelines for acquiring the varsity monogram in the six sports. The coach-athletic director summarized the new criteria as being the same as all Western Conference schools. He further noted: “The new system will raise standards of athletic work at MAC and add to honor of the coveted varsity insignia.” With such definition it seemed obvious that earning the varsity sweater would not become easier.

  TEAM OF THE YEAR

  The football season of 1918 produced one of MAC’s best squads ever, yet it was a team that could win only one out of four major games (Notre Dame). As seen by the game scores, the Aggies were competitive even in those three losses (14-6 versus Purdue, 21-6 versus Michigan and 7-6 versus Wisconsin).
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  1918 football team. (Front row) J. Brady, D. Ferris, W. Simmons. (Middle row) J. Bos, J. Schwei, R. VanOrden, I. Snider, H. Dunphy, H. Graves, E. Young and P. Bailey. (Back row) Trainer J. Heppinstall, J.E. Johns, H. Franson, captain L. Archer, C.W. Anderson, H. Wilson and coach G. Gauthier.

  MAKING HISTORY

  On November 11, the German army capitulated to the Allies thus ending World War I. In reaction, state government officials planned a celebration in conjunction with MAC’s game against Notre Dame, the home finale on the following Saturday. The Irish came to town led by a first-year head coach named Knute Rockne. In the Notre Dame line up was the heralded George Gipp and a teammate who would later become famous as coach of the Green Bay Packers, Curly Lambeau. With only one tie on its season record and having dominated the series with MAC, 10-1, since 1897, ND was highly favored. On the morning of game day, amidst temperatures in the low 60s, a steady rain began which quickly turned into a torrential downpour that continued, uninterrupted, through the afternoon. It rained so hard that all planned activities related to the Armistice were canceled. By game time the field could have been considered unplayable, but as is the tradition in football, the game would go on.

  When interviewed at his home in West Yarmouth, Mass., during the summer of 1995, Herb Dunphy (FB 18), a starting halfback that afternoon, recalled that in many spots on the field, rainwater was so deep that it seeped over the tops of the players’ hightop shoes. The Lansing State Journal reported the game results in its Monday edition:

  “The Michigan Aggies cruised their way through a sea of mud Saturday to a 13-7 victory over the University of Notre Dame. It was a victory won without flukes or horseshoes, under conditions which made the playing of real football well-nigh impossible.”

  Although this singular win was cherished, it did not make a season. The Aggies were 4-3 overall. Meanwhile, it was the only loss for Notre Dame that season and, furthermore, it would be the only setback that Coach Knute Rockne’s teams would sustain in the three-year period 1918-1920.

  The athletic department seized the opportunity of the Annual Farmer’s Week to show off the facilities of the new gymnasium building to the rural gentry of the state. On the evening of February 6 nearly 3,000 guests roamed through the facility and were entertained with exhibition swimming by representatives from the Detroit Athletic Club, wrestling matches, boxing bouts and most intriguing, a demonstrating of ju jitsu by a talented international student from Japan.

  GREAT STATE DATES

  Football—October 12, 1918 (H): At halftime, with MAC leading Hillsdale 27-0, Coach Gauthier made a decision to turn the game over to his second unit. After the reserves had been outscored 7-0 in that third period, the Aggie starters returned to the field and once more took command. Scoring four more times, the final count read: MAC 66, Hillsdale 6. Of the numerous men who saw action against the Chargers, Dean Ferris and Harry Graves stood out. Ferris demonstrated impressive field generalship at quarterback and fullback Graves, who scored two touchdowns, roared along with impressive gains every time he carried the ball. Regardless, more threatening competition lay ahead: Michigan, Northwestern, Purdue, Notre Dame and Wisconsin.

  Basketball—January 15, 1919 (H): Over all other games during the season the Aggies averaged 21 points and then on this evening, against Kalamazoo College, they doubled their output, winning 42-20. The State Journal offered some explanation: “The MAC team played a well-regulated game last night with increased speed in all departments and with more cleverness in handling the ball.”

  The Journal also reported they developed “an entirely new defensive play” but gave no details as to what that meant. Larry Kurtz was forced from the game after twisting his knee. It was an injury that would nag him through most of the season.

  Basketball—February 1, 1919 (A): MAC concluded a three-day trip through Indiana with a 32-28 victory over Notre Dame in a game played on the dirt floor of the Irish fieldhouse. The stop in South Bend was preceded by games at Wabash and DePauw. The team scoring was distributed among the five starters: Wayne Palm 14, Larry Kurtz 6, “Shorty” Snider 6, Walt Foster 4 and George Garratt 2. Of the two reserves who made the trip (Franson and Coleman) only Coleman played briefly as a substitute for Snider.

  Basketball—February 7, 1919 (H): Taking the sting out of the Wabash loss one week earlier at Crawfordsville, Ind., the Farmers defeated the Little Giants, 37-26 for their eighth win of the year. Perhaps the Aggies became complacent after leading 25-10 at the intermission. The Indiana boys were not going to go away as they returned to the floor and proceeded to outscore the Green 13-4 over the opening portion of the final 20 minutes. Over the final four minutes of play, the Aggies once more found their touch and put the game out of danger. Leading 35-26 and the clock ticking down, Walt Foster let one go from well beyond mid-court and it rattled through just as the gun sounded at the end of the game.

  Basketball—February 28, 1919 (A): On three successive opening game possessions against Michigan, sophomore center Walt Foster won the center jump to one of his guards who passed the ball to accurate-shooting sophomore forward Wayne Palm and suddenly the score was 6-0. The Wolverines never recovered from that initial surge and the Aggies led at halftime 20-9 and won with apparent ease, 33-24. Palm was credited with 17 of his team’s points. The Holcad noted that “the MAC five-man defense was working to its best advantage” and further described that the U of M players “gave up hope of getting close to the basket and contented themselves with attempting long shots.” Was the student writer really describing the current day “zone defense?”

  Baseball—April 30, 1919 (A): In a well-played game at South Bend, MAC edged Notre Dame 2-1, ending the Irish six-game winning streak. Sophomore pitcher Herb Hartwig yielded a single run in the first inning and then “shut the door” on the Irish over the final eight innings of play. Meanwhile, the Aggies scored two runs on four straight hits in the third inning from the bats of “Shorty” Snider, Nels Carr, John Hammes and Bill Johnston. That was it: MAC 2, ND 1.

  Baseball—June 7, 1919 (A): Fans in Kalamazoo turned out expecting a real offensive outburst. After all, MAC had won the first game against Western State one month earlier in East Lansing by a football-sounding score of 20-12. As this one turned out, it was an antithesis, a four-hit 2-0 shutout pitched by Paul “Lefty” Donnelly. The game was scoreless until the seventh inning when “Shorty” Snider led off with a successful bunt down the third base line. He was sacrificed to third where he scored on Johnny Hammes’s base hit. The second run was scored in similar fashion in the ninth when Ward Andrews walked, made it to second and third on successive outs and scored on a double off the bat of “Siwash” Franson.

  Track and Field—May 24, 1919 (H): MAC ran away with the fourth annual Michigan Intercollegiate track and field meet held at College Field. The team scoring was as follows: MAC 57, Kalamazoo 30, Albion 23, MAC Freshmen 20, Western State 10, Detroit Junior College 9, Michigan Normal 6, Hillsdale 3. During the afternoon seven meet records were bettered, including three by Aggies. Fred Spiedel pole vaulted 11’, adding six inches to the previous mark. In the mile, Tony Brendel ran a 4:40.6 to better by 12 seconds the time posted by Earl Sheldon in 1916. Running for the freshman team, DeGay Ernst established himself as a future great MAC athlete by defeating the varsity’s Larry Kurtz in the quarter-mile in a new meet record time of 52.0. Other varsity winners were Walt Simmons with a 10.2 in the 100-yard dash, William Harvie who nosed our Simmons in the 220 with a 23.8 and captain Art Atkin who tossed the shot put, 38’ 6”.

  ATHLETE OF THE YEAR

  John Schwei of Iron Mountain was a three-sport star for the Aggies, lettering in football three years (1918-1920), wrestling as the team’s heavyweight and lettering four times in track and field (1919-1922). He earned a starting position at end in his very first varsity football season and then was switched to right halfback in 1919 when he scored eight of his team’s 17 touchdowns before being sidelined with an injury. To utilize John’s husky frame, in 1920 new coach “Potsy” Clark switched the senior to the fullback position from where he managed five TDs as the team’s “battering ram.” As a weight man with the track and field team, Schwei often placed behind teammate Clarence Fessenden in the shot and discus, but he was most proficient in the javelin where he held the varsity record.
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  John Schwei

  IN THE SPARTLITE

  Baseball: The team had visions of complementing their spring schedule with an April 29 game against the National University of Cuba team. The idea fell through when the Cubans opted to limit their visit to schools of the south.

  Four men finished the season with a batting average above .325. Pitcher Paul Donnelly led the quartet with a .363 average. “Shorty” Snider, Johnny Hammes and catcher Stanley Johnston each hit for identical .327 averages.

  Although there were a few high-scoring games during the decade, pitching seemed to dominate the period. Starring on the mound for the Farmers during the 1910s were Ben Pattirson, Norm “Baldy” Spencer, Ralph Dodge, Al LaFever, Blake Miller, Carl “Swede” Peterson, Art “Lefty” Brown, Ray “Frenchy” DeMond and Harold “Brownie” Springer.

  Basketball: From 1899 through the 1918 season the Aggies had posted an impressive composite record of 92 wins against 21 losses on the floor of the Armory. With the entire 1919 varsity basketball home season played in the new Gymnasium Building, the friendly environs of the Armory were gone forever. Future Spartans would no longer gain the home court advantage of perfecting field goal attempts through low-hanging girders.

  Perhaps the series against the U of M never recorded a more evenly matched game than that played in the Gymnasium on February 15. There were never more than two or three points separating the teams at any time during the contest. The first half ended with the count 9-9. The third period also ended with the game all even. At the end of regulation the tally-sheet showed the score to be 16-16. During the first five-minute overtime each team managed one free throw and the score read 17-17. Finally, and unfortunately, in the second extra session the Wolverines hit a long field goal that could not be matched and the Aggies went down to defeat 19-17.

  Football: The 1918 14-6 home loss to Purdue could be included on the list of historic setbacks administered by the Boilermakers. Second-quarter miscues by the Aggies led to both of the visitors’ scores. From his own 40-yard line, Harry Graves attempted a pass to Dean Ferris. The ball was instead gathered in by a PU defender who returned it untouched for the score. Thirty seconds before the finish of that period, the Boilermakers failed to make a first down and punted from their own 40-yard line to Ferris, who was waiting on his own 25-yard line. He fumbled the ball, and an on-charging lineman fell on it at the three-yard line. One play later the score was 14-0. A lone Aggie TD also came on a Purdue error. An attempted punt from their end zone in the third quarter was jointly blocked by Larry Archer and Harry Franson. Archer fell on it for the touchdown. In the final quarter, the Farmers marched the ball to the shadows of the visitors’ goal line three times only to lose the ball by mishaps or fumbles.

  The 7-6 loss to Wisconsin on Thanksgiving Day was also a big disappointment as the Badgers scored the tying touchdown and ultimate winning PAT during the final 30 seconds of the contest. The real merit of the two teams was hidden thanks to the atrocious playing conditions in Madison. With a couple inches of slush making a quagmire of the playing field, nearly every attempt to circle the end resulted in loss of yardage. The passing game was nonexistent. Compounding the condition, snow driven by a fast wind that swept down the field led to numerous fumbles. MAC scored in the opening quarter when Larry Archer broke through the line and blocked an attempted punt from midfield. He scooped up the ball and raced to the one-yard line before being dropped. Dean Ferris bucked over on the next play for the score but Archer’s conversion attempt failed, due largely to the soggy condition of the ball.

  Track and Field: On May 10 the Spartans ran up a team-high 101 points as they won all but two events while slamming three (first, second and third in the 100-yard dash, shot put and discus). This was an impressive road victory, but there was one catch—they had not defeated Michigan or Notre Dame but rather Detroit Junior College (Wayne).

  Tennis: Beginning with the spring of 1919 the varsity tennis team would no longer be comprised of both men and women. The co-eds would compete within their own schedule until 1928 when women’s sports was absorbed into the Women’s Athletic Association (WAA), which represented an intramural approach to all athletics, encompassing 13 different sports.

  Central State at Mt. Pleasant carried off the honors at the First Annual Men’s State Intercollegiate tennis championships held in East Lansing in conjunction with the State Intercollegiate track and field championships. MAC had no finalists.

  SPARTAN SCRAPBOOK

  ———— TENNIS ————
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  First tennis team (1913)
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  MAC

  1919-1920

  TALES TO TELL

  The November 11 issue of The Holcad described the pageantry and football halftime humor displayed during homecoming 1919:

  “At 1:40 the band arrived on the field followed by the students and the alumni, in order of classes. Fifteen minutes later the South Dakota players and the Green and White team came on the field amid the cheers of the crowd from the stands.

  The team was followed by a jazz band of international type which led on the field the football teams from Morrill and Wells Hall. The game which was held during the intermission between halves results in a victory for the girls. One young lady in a bright red dress was clever in line plunges and recovering fumbles, another with red silk hose starred in the aerial type of play and scored a touchdown in the last minute of play. The head linesman had a difficult task but was equal to the situation.”

  In the “real” game, the Aggies scored two touchdowns in the first half and sent the alumni and local fans home with memories of a hard-fought 13-0 victory.

  Raising ticket prices and then having to explain it away is not new. From The Holcad of Jan. 27, 1920:

  “Many students have been asking the reason for the extra charge for the reserved seats at basketball games, Director Brewer in answer to this question made the following statement:

  ‘The Coach wishes it distinctly understood that the student athletic fee does not nearly cover the cost of the actual return secured by the individual student and that, also, the extra reserve seat fee barely pays for the cost of placing and removing the chairs along the sidelines and other incidental expenses incurred.

  The reserved seat fee is charged merely to hold seats for downtown followers of the cage sport or persons not having the time to rush to the gym an hour before the game is to begin. Director Brewer styles the large following of outsiders—non-college folk—as the financial lifeblood of the athletic department. The seats must be held for these Aggie enthusiasts, hence the cause of the nominal extra fee.

  
    HEADLINES of 1920

    • KDKA, America’s first commercial radio station, begins operation in Pittsburgh, Pa.

    • The 19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution is ratified, granting voting rights to women.

    • Prices of the time included: bread 12 cents/loaf, milk 67 cents/gallon and gasoline 13 cents/gallon. A new automobile could be purchased for $525 and the average annual income was $2,160.

    • Robert Goddard, the “Father of American Rocketry,” suggests using rockets to reach the moon.
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  Sideline seats at all western conference games cost one dollar per seat. At Aggie games the charge is seventy-five cents while students gain admission to the same game at about ten cents per game without reserved seat or twenty-five cents with a reserved chair.’”
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  Harold “Brownie” Springer, in a 1920 MAC football uniform

  Football-baseball player Harold “Brownie” Springer contributed the following story to Fred Stabley’s book The Spartans:

  “The only help I got from MAC was a job at the gym and meals at training table during baseball and football seasons. I believe I got 40 cents an hour. Jack Heppinstall kept track of the hours I worked and I must say he was quite generous.

  Many of the (football) players played on Sundays on other teams to get extra money, I myself included. The Heralds of Detroit, the Ft. Wayne Friars and the team coached by Jimmy King, the former Harvard fullback. It was called the Pine Village Chargers. I played for them after the Purdue game (Nov. 1, 1919). We played at Des Moines, Iowa. I got $150 and expenses. Later in 1920 I played for the Friars on Sunday.”

  TEAM OF THE YEAR

  The Wolverine yearbook hails the 1919-1920 basketball team as “the fastest and smoothest working outfit ever seen in Aggie uniforms.” Their 21 victories included wins over Creighton, Notre Dame and twice over Michigan. They finished the season with a unique seven-game, one-week tour into northern Michigan with stops in Alpena, Munising, Marquette, Ishpeming, Gwinn, Lake Linden and, for the first time, games against Northern Michigan and Michigan College of Mines (Michigan Tech). The trip was a success. With six wins in seven games, the overall season record jumped from 15-14 to 21-15.
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  1920 basketball team. (Front row, left to right) W. Palm, captain G. Garrett and E. Gilkey. (Middle row, left to right) L. Heasley, J. Hammes, W. Foster, C. Higbie, L. Kurtz and R. Robinson. (Back row, left to right) Athletic director Brewer, Coach Gauthier, Trainer Heppinstall.

  MAKING HISTORY

  A new football rule provided that the ball for the point-after-touchdown try could be placed anywhere along the five-yard line. Prior to 1920 the ball was put in play on the five-yard line at the spot directly out from where the ball crossed the goal on the touchdown.

  The first-ever intercollegiate track meet in the new gymnasium was a close 47-42 loss to Western State Normal on Wednesday evening, February 25. Four of the gymnasium records that had been established in an inter-class meet earlier in the year were broken by the varsity runner and jumpers. Howard Wilson bettered both the high jump and the pole vault marks with new standards of 5’ 7” and 10’ 5 1/2”. New course records for the track were set by Howard Hoffman with a 2:31.1 half-mile and DeGay Ernst’s 56.3 in the quarter-mile. Bleachers were conveniently arranged in the middle of the floor so spectators could view activities on both the gymnasium floor and the track above. Regardless, the turnout of spectators was much lower than had been expected.

  Reported annual salaries for the coaches were Chester Brewer, $4,500; George Gauthier, $2,200; and Lyman Frimodig, $1,800. As the 1919-1920 freshman coach for football, basketball and baseball, “Frim” would begin his 41-year coaching-administrative career at his alma mater. Meanwhile, that spring George Gauthier would conclude his ties with MAC. Since his graduation in 1914 “Gauthie” had served in numerous capacities, filling in as either head or assistant coach in football, basketball and track. In April of 1920 he departed to take up the position of physical training and recreational supervisor in the Bay City community. He would later move on to a long and successful career as coach and athletic director at Ohio Wesleyan.

  GREAT STATE DATES

  Football—October 25, 1919 (H): Jack Schwei gained at will through the DePauw defense and scored three touchdowns before being replaced in the second quarter because of injuries. “Shorty” Snider scored the final TD by running 50 yards after taking a forward pass from Harold Springer in the fourth quarter. The final score read MAC 27 and DePauw 0.

  Basketball—January 2, 1920 (A): Apparently back in the early years, guards were supposed to “guard.” In reporting the 36-8 defeat of Oberlin, The State Journal article noted the defensive play of Larry Kurtz and George Garrett (the starting guards) in holding the Yeomen to only two baskets from the floor.

  Basketball—January 24, 1920 (A): Early in the first half the Aggies managed a two-point advantage over Knute Rockne’s Notre Dame squad and, although several times the margin was cut to one point, they never relinquished the lead and went on for a 23-20 victory. Midway in that first half difficulties in the college’s electrical powerhouse left the gym in total darkness and for ten minutes the two teams and the spectators were forced to mark time. For their inconvenience, Notre Dame was given a free throw when the game was resumed.
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  Lloyd Heasley, in a 1920 MAC basketball uniform

  Basketball—January 30, 1920 (A): The first half of the MAC-Michigan game ended 6-5 in favor of the Aggies. Was it combined poor offense or solid defense? One can only submit conjecture because newspaper accounts do not offer much explanation. It is noted, however, that MAC outscored the Maize and Blue 17-8 in the final 20 minutes and won going away, 23-13. Ed Gilkey led the team in scoring with 11 points before fouling out.

  Basketball—February 6, 1920 (H): With the clock showing four minutes of time remaining, a successful long shot by a Wabash player locked the score at 27 all. During the next three minutes and 20 seconds neither team could gain the advantage, and then with 40 seconds remaining Lloyd Heasley, Aggie sophomore forward, received a short pass, dribbled a few feet and swished in a basket to secure the win for MAC, 29-27. With 12 points total, Heasley led the team in scoring.

  Basketball—February 28, 1920 (H): MAC jumped to an early 6-0 lead over the University of Michigan and, although the contest was tied on two occasions, the Aggies never trailed in an impressive 34-27 victory. Chuck Higbie, the junior from Napoleon, Mich., led all scorers with six field goals while adding four-for-four as the designated free-throw shooter. Eddie Gilkey contributed 10 points, and Larry Kurtz, playing his usual impressive defensive game, added six and Larry Foster two. Captain George Garrett, the fifth starter (there were no substitutions), fulfilled the role of “designated goal defender.” The Green and White led at halftime, 16-15. To accommodate a record turnout of 3,000 spectators, several hundred additional chairs and temporary rows of bleachers were brought into the gymnasium.

  Track and Field—March 5, 1920 (A): Losing only two events, the shot put and the 40-yard low hurdles, the Aggies easily defeated Kalamazoo College, 79-25. Both Howard Wilson and DeGay Ernst displayed their versatility. Wilson won both the high jump and the pole vault while Ernst captured a pair of firsts, the 40-yard dash and then the 440-yard dash.

  Baseball—May 1, 1920 (A): “Lefty” Brown started his first game in an Aggie uniform in two seasons and while he was touched for five hits in five innings, he held the Normal Teachers (Eastern Michigan) at bay and eventually earned a 5-1 victory. Coach Brewer chose to pitch George Mills over the final four innings and the senior threw even more effectively than Brown. He disposed of all 12 batters that he faced, six by the strike-out route. The MAC runs came early, two in the third and three in the fourth. Karl Hendershot, led the nine-hit attack with three singles.

  Tennis—May 15, 1920 (H): With a meet consisting of four points, MAC defeated Kalamazoo College 3-1 by taking two out of three singles and the only doubles match to be played. In the first set the diminutive “Sammy” Iledan came back for a 7-9, 6-3, 6-1 victory. George Wible gained the second point 4-6, 6-4, 6-4 and the pair of Wible and H.A. Goss gained the decisive third point 7-5, 8-6.
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  John Hammes

  ATHLETE OF THE YEAR

  At the end of the 1919 football season, “Big” John Hammes, fullback, was picked by Walter Eckersall for his mythical All-Western second team. In addition to three years of football (1917, 1919, 1920), the big guy from Newberry was a two-year contributor in basketball (1918, 1920) and a three-year letter winner in baseball (1917-1919). Overall he earned eight varsity awards, an accomplishment only topped by nine other athletes who wore the Green.

  IN THE SPARTLITE

  Baseball: The team headed East on April 11 for a scheduled five-game trip into New York, Pennsylvania and Ohio. After opening with a 7-0 shutout of Rochester the Aggies were defeated by Penn State 14-5 in a snowstorm. The lingering winter weather was a prognosis of things to come as scheduled games with Washington and Jefferson, Marietta and Akron were all cancelled and Coach Brewer returned home with his squad.

  New MAC uniforms in 1920 were white, trimmed in green with “Michigan Aggies” in block letters across the jersey front. The stockings were green and the hat was white.

  It had to be a record of some sort. Right fielder Irving “Shorty” Snider had only four chances to make putouts during the 12-11 loss to Notre Dame on May 25. Instead he recorded four errors as errant balls bounced from his glove and off his shins.

  Basketball: On the weekend of December 19-20 the Aggies opened the season by dividing the squad into two teams. The group of John Hammes, Jack Foster, Eddie Gilkey, Lloyd “Doc” Heasley, John Bos, David Robinson and Ed Matson went east for games against the Detroit Athletic Club and DevVilbis College in Toledo. Another seven-man squad, George Garrett, Larry Kurtz, Wayne Palm, Hutchings, Wilson, Miller and Gustafson headed west to matchup against the Ft. Custer Officers and the Muskegon YMCA. Among the spectators for the 58-3 lopsided victory at Ft. Custer was General George Pershing, a hero of the recent war in Europe.

  In a preliminary basketball game to the regular home opener (a 32-25 loss to the University of Chicago) an East Lansing High School girls’ team played a team from Perry High School. General admission for the “doubleheader” was $0.75, with students paying $0.10 or $0.25, depending on the seat location.

  If the current ever-popular AP or ESPN team-rankings had been in place during the 1920s, Creighton University would have certainly been among the elite. Yet, in 1920 MAC defeated the highly successful Nebraska school twice, 18-15 in Omaha and two weeks later in East Lansing, 31-24. That 18-15 game was the first Creighton setback at home in three years.

  The first-ever game against the University of Indiana was a 20-19 loss at home. A Hoosier forward connected with the winning field goal from mid-court just as the pistol cracked to end the game.

  Football: Balancing football income (including a guarantee of $5,000 from the game in Ann Arbor) against expenses ($12,402), an approximate profit of $3,000 was recorded for the year.

  With the return of servicemen to campus, the 1919 football team was well-stocked with experienced players, included a plethora of former captains: Del Vandervoort, captain-elect for the 1917 team before entering the army; Sherm Coryell, who was named to fill Vandervoort’s shoes, but who also wound up in France; Irish Ramsey, who finally captained the 1917 team; Larry Archer, captain of the 1918 team; and Harry “Siwash” Franson, captain-elect of the 1919 squad. Also returning from military service was Blake Miller. The former star joined the staff as an assistant coach. Blake had coached Mt. Pleasant Normal in 1916. While in the service he played one season with the Camp Custer officer’s team.

  In the second meeting in two years against Purdue University (the Boilers won in 1918, 14-6) MAC dropped another close one, this time 13-7. All three touchdowns were the result of blocked punts. Larry Archer, the Aggie kicker, was twice victimized and then, when on the defensive side of the line, he broke through to block a Purdue kick that captain Harry Franson fell on for the lone Farmers’ score.

  Tennis: Prior to the tie-breaker, tennis matches could sometimes be lengthy. As an example, in the May 20 match against Albion, the doubles team of Wible and Iledan went 22 games before winning the opening set 12-10.

  In the spring, three courts were added to the tennis layout behind the Women’s Building (Morrill Hall), bringing the total to 10. Also, getting a jump on the season, in April a net was strung in the gymnasium for preseason play.

  Track and Field: Before the outdoor season of 1920 was well underway, three stars had been sidelined. Lloyd Thurston suffered a badly sprained ankle while engaged in cavalry drills; Ernst had pulled a ligament in his left leg; and captain Howard Hoffman suddenly took ill and was lost for the entire season. These misfortunes obviously impacted MAC’s overall season record. As an example, comparing performances in the 50-27 loss to Notre Dame, DeGay Ernst would have won three races and Thurston would have been good for several more points. One performance did stand out that afternoon. Clarence Fessenden established a new school record of 120’ 9” in the discus throw.
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  Bub Kuhn, in the new 1920 MAC baseball uniform


  [image: image]

  MAC

  1920-1921

  TALES TO TELL

  The sub-headline to a story in the April 15, 1922 issue of The Holcad could have been preserved and reused over and over through the years. It read “Athletics Hampered Through Lack of Funds.” The article went on:

  “In order to meet the vast increase in railroad rates, hotel expenses, and cost of equipment, the State Board of Agriculture authorized the Athletic Department to raise the student athletic fees fifty cents for this term. This is not permanent, however, for the students themselves will be given the opportunity later to express their sentiments on a definite fee to care for these expenses.

  That there may be a clearer understanding of why the raise was necessary, a brief explanation may be of value. During the last ten years with a fee of $2.00 it has been possible to carry on athletics with institutions of which we as a college take much pride in meeting, but now with the great increase in the expenses involved and left to choose between raising the fee and continuing with our high standard in athletics or taking smaller and less important institutions on our schedule.

  Before the war it was possible to send a team to Ann Arbor at the rate of $1.25 per man round trip. It now costs $3.98 or more than double. In order to get other colleges to come here for the games and track meets, the costs have more than doubled. The University of Iowa asked a minimum of $200 to send her baseball team here this spring. The University of Michigan and Notre Dame each need $150 to cover their teams’ expenses.”

  Doing “triple-duty” in February and March, Coach “Potsy” Clark handled the daily freshman basketball practices, worked indoors with the baseball squad, and conducted unprecedented twice-a-week classroom sessions with the football team. Perhaps the workload was too much. At the spring sports banquet in June, Clark announced his resignation; whereupon he accepted a position as head coach at the University of Kansas. Bert Barron would sign a three-year contract as his successor.

  
    HEADLINES of 1921

    • The first Reader’s Digest magazine is published.

    • The first Miss America pageant is won by Margaret Gorman, Miss Washington, D.C.

    • Insulin is first isolated, providing a treatment for diabetes.

    • Hermann Rorschach, Swiss psychiatrist, introduces his famous inkblot test for study of personality.

  

  [image: image]

  TEAM OF THE YEAR

  In his first year as head basketball coach, Lyman Frimodig saw his squad open the season by winning its first five games in a row, and eventually managed to put 13 in the “W” column including victories over Creighton and Notre Dame.
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  1921 basketball team. (Front row, left to right) E. Gilkey, E. Matson, L. Heasley, captain W. Foster, C. Higbie, C. Fessenden and J. Barr. (Middle row, left to right) W. Palm, Gustafson, S. Pacynski, manager F. Zimmerman, H. Swanson and A. Brown. (Back row, left to right) Voorheis, trainer J. Heppinstall, Coach Frimodig, F. Wilcox.

  MAKING HISTORY

  Emerging from World War I in 1918, the American public faced the realization that many of its young men had been physically unprepared for the rigors of active military service. Physical preparedness and conditioning became topics of concern. In response, during the fall of 1920 MAC added Jimmy Devers of Jackson, Mich., to its staff as an assistant instructor in physical training with the title of coach of combative sports. As a former contender for the world’s lightweight boxing championship and more recently a coach at numerous athletic clubs and YMCAs, he held the proper credentials. Although wrestling would not dawn as an intercollegiate sport at MAC until the following year and boxing would not be endorsed by the school until 1935, Devers had been working with a large number of men throughout the fall and winter of 1920-1921 instructing them in the finer points of the martial arts. Some of his students had performed at halftime of basketball games that winter, but then an entire evening of boxing and wrestling took place on Monday, Feb. 28, 1921. A raised ring had been constructed on the gymnasium floor and 400 chairs were arranged for spectators to view six three-round boxing bouts and four eight-minute wrestling matches.

  In the spring of 1921 the first NCAA outdoor track and field championships were hosted by the University of Chicago.

  GREAT STATE DATES

  Football—October 30, 1920 (H): How does a team manage to score 16 touchdowns for a total of 109 points while holding the opposition scoreless? There is and always has been a trustworthy factor to the formula. It helps to schedule a team that is far less talented. Such was the case when poor little Alma came to town in the fall of 1920. MAC had “grown up” since the turn of the century when the Scots won three in a row from 1900-1902. Since that time the Aggies had prevailed against Alma with only one loss in 17 years. Accounting for the TDs in this most lopsided game in school history were: Jacob Brady, five; John Schwei, three; Ubold Noblett, two; Murray Jacklin, two; Johnny Hammes, two; Fred Wilcox, one; and Roy MacMillian, one.

  Cross Country—November 12, 1920 (H): When the state intercollegiate cross country meet was introduced in 1915, it was pronounced that the initial cup would be retired to the first school registering three championship victories. As runners lined up for the sixth running of the event, it seemed obvious one of the two favorites, MAC or Michigan, would be taking permanent possession of the silver trophy. Both schools were eligible to do so, having already claimed a pair of wins in previous seasons. To the delight of Aggie fans, the local team would carry the day by amassing 26 team points to 31 for the U of M. Trailing behind were Hope 48, Albion 61 and Kalamazoo 65. Lloyd Thurston finished first for Coach Smith, Tony Brendel was second, Allen placed fifth, Fred Adolph sixth and G.W. Nesman 12th.

  Cross Country—November 25, 1920 (H): On Thanksgiving Day the cross country team defeated Notre Dame with a perfect score of 15-40. The four and a half mile race began on the track during the break between the first and second periods of the football game with the Irish. Completing the prescribed course, the runners concluded the race in front of the grandstands at half time. To the delight of Aggie fans, all five of the MAC men were on the home stretch of the running track before any of the Irish were in sight.

  Basketball—January 8, 1921 (H): MAC opened the season against Central State of Mt. Pleasant and led at halftime 13-5. Returning to the court after intermission, “Frimodig’s Five” saw their advantage slowly melt away until the five-minute mark, when they trailed by a point. Regaining the lead, the Aggies scored the final six points to end the game at 26-21 and run their all-time record with the Chippewas to 8-0.

  Basketball—February 1, 1921 (H): Filling every available seat, every inch of standing room and even places on the iron beams above the playing floor, approximately 4,000 people, the largest crowd to ever witness a basketball game in East Lansing, saw MAC defeat Notre Dame 37-25. The final score was somewhat deceiving. A determined Irish team battled back from the 24-13 halftime deficit to come within four points before the Aggies regrouped and pulled away to the delight of the partisan throng. Eddie Gilkey, the little forward from Lansing, led the way with 21 points on six field goals and nine of 10 from the free-throw line. Halftime extravaganzas are not new. From The State Journal of February 2:

  “Between the halves of the game, two girls, Misses Lillian Lewton and Marita McClane, who are enrolled as freshmen in the division of agriculture at the college, entertained the crowd with a Scottish folk dance in costume.”

  Basketball—March 2, 1921 (H): Lacking video tapes or national media exposure often meant facing an unknown opponent with no knowledge of its prowess. Such was the case when the Bethany College team came to town for the first-ever meeting between the two schools. It was anticipated the little West Virginia college would challenge the Aggies who were closing out their schedule with an 11-8 record. The game had not progressed more than a couple of minutes before it was obvious any concern was unwarranted. The halftime score favored the Aggies 24-9 and even with Coach Frimodig clearing his bench, the final count reached a score of 41-18. When the teams next met, in 1930, the Bison would return the favor.

  Tennis—May 3, 1921 (A): Harry Young, the new volunteer coach, took seven men to Pontiac for matches against members of that city’s local club. From that experience, along with the all-college tournament which followed, the following nucleus for the varsity team emerged: Wayne Palm, Henry Goss, Herb Freeman, Clato Coe, Dick Beal, Burwell Cummings and Jack Croll. Coe and Beal would finish the season as the top players.

  Baseball—May 20, 1921 (H): In an unusual fourth-inning scoring binge against Oberlin, MAC managed 10 runs, their entire production of the afternoon, leading to a 10-2 victory. Aided by three bases on balls and two errors, the entire double-digit inning almost miraculously occurred on only four hits.

  Track and Field—May 28, 1921 (H): Capturing nine firsts out of a possible 15, the Aggies rolled up 59 points to regain their supremacy in the state intercollegiate track meet. Trailing the Aggies were Kalamazoo 33, Western State 24 1/2, Detroit Junior College 23, MAC Freshmen 11, Hillsdale 8 1/2, Olivet 5, Michigan Normal 1, and Highland Park Junior College 1. Eight titles were garnered by MAC men, all with record performances. DeGay Ernst led the parade with three firsts: 15.8 in the high hurdles, 24.6 in the 220 low hurdles, and 50.4 in the 440. Tony Brendel captured the 880 in a time of 2:01.8; Fred Adolph’s 4:33.2 led the milers; Hazen Atkins raised his high jump record to 5’ 9”; Clarence Fessenden tossed the discus 131’ 1/12”, and John Schwei’s 157’ 2” throw won the javelin.

  ATHLETE OF THE YEAR

  Walter “Jack” Foster excelled as a basketball prep star in East Lansing before enrolling at MAC where he competed as a member of the 1918 freshman team. Then, not uncommon for the time, he lettered in four years (1919-1922) and was captain of the 1921 team. Foster’s height and speed made him a starter at the pivot position from his very first year of varsity competition. In an era of the center jump ball after each field goal, he consistently out-jumped players he faced.
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  Jack Foster

  IN THE SPARTLITE

  Baseball: The May 11 game against Michigan was a disappointing 11-inning affair with the Wolverines prevailing 7-6. The Aggies continually left men on the bases, three in the third, two in the fifth and two in the sixth. Finally, in the bottom of the ninth and trailing 6-3, the MAC bats came alive. MacMillan singled, Fuller tripled and Brown doubled to chase the starter. After two outs, Oas blopped one into left center field to score Brown and send the contest into extra innings. Yielding only five hits, it was a difficult game for pitcher Bub Kuhn to lose. Five of the U of M runs were scored on errors made at crucial moments.

  Third baseman Roy MacMillan, the Detroit sophomore, led the offense with a lusty batting average of .376. He was followed by first baseman Al Brown’s 359, Walt Willman and “Chief” Fuller tied at .333, Bill Johnson 309, Stan Pacynski .280 and Reggie “Swede” Oas at .273. No other player batted more than .200.

  Basketball: The season opened with added seating in the gymnasium, raising the capacity to more than 2,500. Five rows of bleachers were installed on each side of the floor, replacing the four-row configuration and two rows of bleachers were set up on the running track above the floor. Concurrently, a new plan for spectator seating was announced. Seats on the south side were for juniors and seniors and any accompanying ladies. The bleachers on the west side and on the running track were similarly reserved for first- and second-year men. The east bleachers were for co-eds and the 300 seats on the north side were set aside for faculty, alumni and outsiders at a fee of $1.00 per game.

  Until 1921, starting fives often played the entire game, primarily because the rules stated that once a player left the game he could not return. A change that season provided for a player who had left the game to re-enter one time.

  Boxing: Although they did not have a team, Michigan Agricultural College joined with a group of other schools in 1921 to become charter members of the Intercollegiate Boxing Association of America. This organization’s primary purpose was to promote boxing as an intercollegiate sport while determining rules for weight categories, length of rounds and glove weight. It would be 1924 before the organization conducted its first championship. Weight classifications in that first national meet, won by Penn State, were: 115, 125, 135, 145, 155, 165, 175 and heavyweight. Fourteen years would pass before the sport would be officially recognized at the intercollegiate level in East Lansing.

  Cross Country: The MAC cross country team competed, as an at-large entry, in the Western Conference Championships over the new five-mile course at the University of Illinois. The Aggies finished eighth in the field of 14 teams.

  Fencing: The athletic department invited members of the legislature, state officers and Lansing businessmen to the gymnasium for a demonstration of various athletic skills on the evening of February 8. Included was an exhibition of fencing tactics performed by a class voluntarily taught by professor O.M. Lebel, an instructor in French. It was likely the first public showing of the sport before Lansing-area people. By the spring of 1925 Lebel had initiated a team that eventually competed in one match, an 8-1 loss to Michigan in Ann Arbor. By that fall, fencing had been adopted as an official intercollegiate sport at MSC. Perhaps the professor could well be considered the school’s “Father of Fencing.”

  Football: In another scheduling aberration, the 1920 Aggies played three games within seven days: Albion on Saturday, October 2, Alma the following Wednesday, and Wisconsin at Madison on the next Saturday. Fortunately, the Wednesday game was an easy 48-0 win, enabling Coach Clark to rest his starters.

  Undefeated in 1918 and 1919, little Marietta (Ohio) College, located along the Ohio River near Parkersburg, W.Va., was a respected power. They came to East Lansing on October 23 with the national reputation of having perfected the passing game. The Farmers joined in. The final statistics revealed that a combined total of 57 passes were attempted that afternoon. Obviously, the Ohioans were more successful at the art as they left town with a fairly easy 23-7 victory. Their coach was Earle “Greasy” Neale, who would gain greater fame as an NFL coach and be enshrined into the NFL Hall of Fame at Canton, Ohio.

  Three of the year’s four victories (Alma, Olivet and the Chicago YMCA) were by a composite score of 238-0. The 109-0 demolition of the Alma Scots still remains a team record.

  Tennis: At a preseason meeting in April, Wayne Palm was elected captain and team manager. Also, at that time it was disclosed that three of the college courts would be reserved for varsity players from 4:00 until 7:00 P.M, two for the men’s team and one for the women.

  In the singles competition of the state intercollegiate championships, Herb Freeman lost in the second round, while Jack Croll reached the finals before bowing out. Team scores were as follows: MAC 7, Kalamazoo 6, Central State Normal 4, Detroit Junior College and Hillsdale 1 each, Albion and Western State Normal, no score. As a reward for the championship and for the first time, letter sweaters with small monograms were awarded to Palm, Goss, Freeman, Croll, Coe and Beal.

  Track and Field: Clarence Fessenden and DeGay Ernst represented MAC in the season-ending Big Ten meet at Stagg Field in Chicago. Fessenden was eliminated in the trials of both the shot put and the discus. Meanwhile, Ernst placed first in his trial heat of the 440-yard run despite having another runner knock him to the cinders at the finish line. In the finals the next afternoon, he ran to a third-place finish.

  EXTRA! MICHIGAN STATE RELAYS 1921—The Inaugural Year

  The Michigan Aggie Indoor Track Carnival was first run on March 12, 1921 as a forerunner to the Michigan State Relays. It was quite accurately predicted that “this meet will be continued annually.” Indeed, finally settling on early February for future dates, the Relays flourished for nearly seven decades.

  Until moving into Jenison Fieldhouse in 1939, competition was conducted in the Gymnasium and, other than a couple of appearances by a Marquette University squad, those early meets included only trackmen from Michigan schools. On the gym surface they competed in the 40-yard hurdle event, 40-yard dash, along with the pole vault, high jump, and shot put. Relay events and longer races from 300-yards to the two-mile were run on the embanked one-16th mile oval encircling one-story above the basketball floor. Aggie winners in that inaugural meet were sprinters DeGay Ernst and Mark Herdell, while the half mile relay trophy went to the MAC quartet of Pollock, Carl Perry, Art Atkins, and Ernst. Team results of that initial meet were: MAC 24, Michigan 20, Western State 13, with Kalamazoo, Detroit Junior College and MAC freshmen scoreless.

  By 1923 the team scoring idea was aborted and it was never again reinstated. Also, in that third year, The featured event in that third year was the two-mile relay in which a U of M quartet was matched against John Killoran, Leonard Klasse, Paul Hartsuch, and Keith Baguley of the host Aggies. One can only visualize the spectators peering up to the narrow track from their vantage points below to follow the progress of the race. Killoran and Klasse trailed on their opening half-mile legs (eight laps each) and then Hartsuch followed his man closely and finished with a sprint to hand Baguley a slight lead for the anchor leg. The Tawas (Mich.) junior held on as long as he could, but the fourth man for Michigan finally crowded ahead at the finish to gain the victory. One year later, Clarence Ripper and John Killoran teamed with the returning Baguley and Hartsuch to gain sweet revenge. The outcome of that 1924 rematch was once more in doubt until the final leg. Paul Hartsuch, this time running in the fourth spot, fought neck and neck with the Wolverine anchorman for more than a lap. He finally took command and finished several yards ahead.

  In 1926 and 1927, with the emergence of the sprinting twosome of Fred Alderman and Bohn Grim, the Michigan State Track Carnival enjoyed record-shattered performances and burgeoning attendance. Also, to showcase the school’s talented athletes, Coach Ralph Young was entering collegiate relay meets at: Butler, Armour (Chicago), Illinois, West Virginia, Ohio, Rice, Texas, Kansas, as well as the prestigious Drake and Penn Relays. It began even earlier than 1926. At the Drake Relays of 1922 the team of Tony Brendel, Bob Houston, Keith Baguley, and Paul Hartsuch won the two-mile college relay in a record time of 8:16.4. In that same meet, DeGay Ernst captured the gold medal in the 440-yard hurdle event. Clocked at 54.8, his time was within a second of the world record and more than three second faster than the winning time posted at the more prestigious Penn Relays, competed on that same weekend.
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  Relay events and longer races conducted in the gymnasium were run on the oval track that hung above the basketball court.
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  MAC

  1921-1922

  TALES TO TELL

  Carl Moore, a member of the school’s first official hockey team, was interviewed at his home in the summer of 1994, just prior to his 91st birthday celebration:

  “Practically all of us were from the UP: DeLisle, McDonald, Noblet, Wallace and Haupti. Also, there were Taylor, Keller and Frank Doherty who came down from the Soo with me. Therefore, we knew each other pretty well. We were just regular guys who had played hockey all of our lives, from kids on up. There was no one person who could be credited with organizing the team at school (MAC), we just wanted to play.

  We got some help from the school. They assigned us lockers in the gymnasium [Circle IM] and we would run from there to the rink. As far as equipment goes, they provided us with gloves. The jerseys were borrowed from football and the goalie used a baseball chest protector. Some guys wore kneepads, but there were no shoulder pads or helmets back then. We provided our own skates but the school would get them sharpened for us.

  In the first two years, 1922 and 1923, we played on the Red Cedar River, just above the dam. We would get paid 40 cents an hour to flood the river ice in order to create a good skating surface. There was no team the next year and then in 1925 we had an unusually mild winter. After a game in January at Ann Arbor, the remainder of the schedule against Notre Dame, Minnesota and the U of M had to be cancelled. We had no ice to play or practice on. In my final year we were playing on the flooded tennis courts along Grand River behind the Women’s Building (Morrill Hall). Facilities were rather basic back then, although I do recall the rink up at the Soo. It was within a corrugated metal building and there were bleachers for the spectators. The building was not heated and between periods people would walk around in the building to keep warm.

  Local people came out to watch, mostly out of curiosity. They were not that familiar with the game. There were no seats or bleachers, they just stood around the edge of the rink and watched us play.

  Rules were entirely different back then, and as a result the game was much slower. It seems they patterned the game after the basketball rules of the time. We played four quarters instead of three periods and the substitutions were again like basketball, you were permitted to leave the game and return only once during a quarter. Actually, some of us would play the entire game without a rest. Also, there were no blue lines or red lines, so each member of the team had to be on side all of the time. Therefore, you would have to always be skating behind the puck and as a result there were no forward passes. I don’t think that style of play would go over very well today.”

  
    HEADLINES of 1922

    • The Lincoln Memorial is dedicated in Washington, D.C.

    • A British watchmaker invents the self-winding watch.

    • C.K. Nelson of Onawa, Iowa, is awarded a patent for the first ice cream bar, named the Eskimo Pie.

    • The songs “Toot Toot Tootsie,” “Chicago” and “Way Down Yonder in New Orleans” are introduced.
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  Carl Moore was honored at Munn Arena prior to the Bowling Green game of Nov. 20, 1994. Greeted before a standing ovation, he received a varsity jacket, a personalized team jersey and a framed picture of the 1926 team. Less than two years later, on June 14, 1996, Carl Moore died.

  TEAM OF THE YEAR

  The track and field team of 1922 ran off four straight victories (two indoor and two outdoor) before dropping their final dual meet of the spring to Ohio State 68-58. At the Drake relays in Des Moines the Aggies turned some heads. The quartet of Brendel, Baguley, Hartsuch and Houston won the two-mile relay in a time of 8:16.4 and DeGay Ernst captured first place in the 440-yard hurdles in 54.4, only two-tenths slower than the world record. MAC concluded the season by racking up 60 points and easily defending their state title.
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  1922 track and field team. (Front row, left to right) H. Shannon, K. Baguley, R. Houston, M. Herdell and P. Hartsuch. (Middle row, left to right) F. Carver, F. Adolph, H. Atkins, D. Ernst, A. Brendel, J. Schwei and L. Thurston. (Back row, left to right) trainer J. Heppinstall, P.F. Temple, C. Fessenden, coach A. Barron, H. Wilson, P. Weamer and manager T. Willoughby.

  MAKING HISTORY

  Three sports were “officially” introduced into the school’s athletic program in 1921-1922: hockey, swimming and diving and wrestling. An organizational meeting for hockey was held on Tuesday evening, Jan. 10, 1922. From this gathering a group of interested students was selected to represent the college in a game against the U of M at Ann Arbor on the very next afternoon. It seems unbelievable that those “volunteers” would only lose that first game by a score of 5-1. Carl Moore gives credit to another student from the UP, Jack Vernon, for assembling those pioneer skaters. Vernon, whose father was a big lumber man back at the Soo, could well be identified as Michigan State’s ice hockey founder. Plans were set in motion for the first swimming and diving team to begin competition in January of 1921. There was one slight problem: there was no one on campus who possessed an aquatics background and the plan was necessarily put “on hold.” Then, in the fall of 1921 Southard Flynn enrolled as a graduate student in entomology. He had once served as a YMCA swimming instructor in Berkeley, Calif., and had competed three years as a member of the varsity team at the University of California. Flynn held the necessary credentials. He was approached and accepted the assignment as MAC’s first swimming and diving coach. This opened the way for assembling the first team which was defeated in its inaugural meet against Detroit Junior College at the Gymnasium pool on Jan. 29, 1922.

  In reporting the story of the Western State Normal basketball game of Jan. 10, 1922, The Holcad noted a new wrinkle, the practice of introducing the players before the game:

  “Mark Small introduced each player on the opposing team and then the MAC man that was to play against him. The students responded with yells, thus showing that they approved the idea.”

  GREAT STATE DATES

  Football—October 22, 1921 (H): The Western State Normal football game could have been scripted by a Hollywood writer. Playing with a patched-up lineup due to injuries, MAC trailed at half time, 14-7. Included among the missing that day was the fullback Harry Graves of Pratt, Kan., who had been hospitalized with acute indigestion. Discharged from the infirmary that morning, he sat through the first half as a spectator. It seemed the sight of the second Normal touchdown was too much. He bolted from the bleachers and during the intermission dressed for action under the stands. Immediately inserted into the fray to open the second half, Graves carried the ball on almost every other down as the varsity marched down the field to tie the score. He would later provide the margin of victory, 17-14, with a successful 33-yard drop kick.

  Cross Country—November 24, 1921 (A): In the only dual meet of the fall, the harriers, as in 1920, shutout Notre Dame, 15-40, by running 1-2-3-4-5. Lloyd Thurston was the first across the finish line having completed the three and a half mile course in 19:25. He was followed to the tape by Fred Adolph, Bob Houston and Tony Brendel and Keith Baguley. The race was coordinated to be completed at half time of the football game with the Irish.

  Basketball—January 3, 1922 (H): In the fourth game of the basketball season, an obviously out-manned squad from the Detroit School of Law should have thrown itself onto the “mercy of the court.” Never able to penetrate the Aggie defense for a field goal, the Detroiters had to settle for a total of three free throws in a humiliating 56-3 defeat. For a continuous 10 minutes of the first half (center jump after each made basket) the ball was in the hands of the MAC players and the halftime score read 29-0. In final statistics, Ed Gilkey led the scoring with 21 points, followed by captain Lloyd Heasley with 16.

  Wrestling—February 25, 1922 (A): In the official first year of the sport, Jimmy Devers’s squad upset the University of Michigan, 24-20. Leading the team were 125-pound Homer Hansen, who won by a decision in overtime; Zera Foster, dominating his opponent in the 135-pound division; 145-pound Harold Koopman, on top of his opponent for nine minutes; and heavyweight John Schwei, who won by a decision. The U of M coach, Richard Thom, could not have been accused of being unprepared. Four weeks earlier he had seen the Aggies “up close” as he refereed the MAC-Indiana matches. Thom had been quoted as saying the Aggies represented the greatest bunch of wrestling novices he had ever seen and predicted unusual success for them.

  Baseball—April 28, 1922 (A): The baseball team topped Armour Tech of Chicago by a score of 31-7. It remains the second-highest run total ever recorded by a State team (May 3, 1897, 37-5 over Hillsdale). Outfielder Stan Pacynski led the way with seven hits. Later selected to captain the 1923 team, Pacynski would never play in that senior year. In the 12th inning of an 8-7 loss to Bethany College (W.Va.) on June 16 he broke his leg sliding into third. The fracture was severe enough to terminate his college career.

  Track and Field—April 22-23, 1922 (A): At the Drake relays the team of Tony Brendel, Bob Houston, Keith Baguley and Paul Hartsuch won the two-mile college relay in a record time of 8:16.4. In that same meet, DeGay Ernst captured the gold medal in the 440-yard hurdle event. Clocked at 54.8, his time was within a second of the world record and more than three seconds faster than the winning time posted at the Penn relays, competed on that same weekend.

  Tennis—May 12 and 13, 1922 (A): In a tournament that combined results of both the men’s and women’s scores, the Aggies captured the team trophy at the Kalamazoo College state invitational tennis meet. On the men’s side, Croll won the singles title and then teamed with Coe to take the doubles championship. Although the ladies did not capture one of the titles, Hester Hedrick, Mary Ranney and Ruth Palmer won enough matches to earn four points toward the joint winning team total of 12. Other competing schools that weekend included Michigan Normal, Western State, Central Michigan Normal, Albion, Detroit School of Law and host Kalamazoo.

  Track and Field—May 30, 1922 (A): Even without two of their stars, DeGay Ernst and Clarence Fessenden, a squad of 11 men amassed a total of 67 1/2 points to capture the trophy in an invitational Memorial Day meet hosted by DePaul University and conducted on the Northwestern track in Evanston, Ill. On that weekend Ernest and Fessenden had opted to compete in the Big Ten Championships. The pair should have stayed with their teammates. Neither was able to place in the conference meet at Iowa City, Iowa.

  ATHLETE OF THE YEAR

  The Wolverine yearbook described DeGay Ernst (TR 20-21C-22C) as having a remarkable stride and natural track instincts. He was an immediate success as a standout on the freshmen track and field team and continuing through an illustrious varsity career. As a winner of three state intercollegiate track championships (high hurdles, low hurdles and quarter mile) and holder of four team records (both hurdle events, the quarter mile and the 100-yard dash), his versatility continually made him a top point-getter during his Aggie career. Ernst captained both the 1921 and 1922 track and field teams.
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  DeGay Ernst

  IN THE SPARTLITE

  Baseball: For only the second time since 1908, MAC did not meet the University of Michigan on the baseball diamond. Rain-soaked field conditions resulted in cancellation of game on May 2 in East Lansing and two weeks later at Ann Arbor.

  Basketball: Prior to a rule change for 1922, running with the ball (steps) was considered a foul leading to a free throw. Hereafter, the violation simply resulted in a turnover.

  After losing in overtime at Ann Arbor, 27-26, hope ran high for the return U of M game at home. In what was reported as the most exciting encounter of the year, this time it took the Wolverines two overtimes. With ten seconds remaining in regulation and MAC trailing 15-13, a photographer snapped a picture of the Michigan team. The players and spectators mistook the noisy and glaring flash system for that of the timekeeper’s gun signaling the end of the game and fans poured onto the floor. The referee, with assistance from others, finally cleared the playing surface and inexplicably gave the players another whole minute to play. Wayne Palm took advantage by netting a long shot and sending the game into an extra frame. During the added five-minute period the teams traded two-pointers raising the score to 17-17, necessitating yet another OT. In the final overtime, the Aggies had numerous opportunities but could not match a solitary Wolverine field goal. The final score read Michigan 19, MAC 17.

  Cross Country: Hosting the state intercollegiate meet, the Aggies placed second behind Michigan, 29-38. Finishing for the MAC varsity were Thurston second, Adolph third, Brendel fifth, Houston sixth, and Hartsuch 22nd. Had coach Floyd Rowe selected Don Clark to run with the varsity quintet rather than Paul Hartsuch that afternoon, the Aggies would have nosed out the Wolverines, 28-29. Running for the reserve team, Clark had been the 12th runner to complete the distance.

  With his wife hospitalized, Coach Rowe was unable to accompany the team to Bloomington, Ind., for the Big Ten championships. He did, however, make arrangements for the squad to travel with the U of M team under the guidance of their coach Steve Farrell. Also lending his valuable assistance was the team manager, Ted Willoughby. Running for the Aggies were Fred Adolph, Tony Brendel, Bob Houston, Lloyd Thurston and D.E. Clark. They managed to score as the seventh-place team, landing ahead of Minnesota, Iowa, Northwestern and Indiana.

  Football: For a sum of $7.05, fans were offered a game ticket and round-trip rail fare to South Bend for the Thanksgiving Day game against Notre Dame. As it turned out, the game was no fun. Absorbing a 48-0 loss to the once-beaten Irish, the Aggies never gained a first down all afternoon. This would terminate the State-ND gridiron relationship for 27 years. The two schools would not hook-up again until 1948, the second year of the Biggie Munn era. One week prior to that varsity game of 1921, the MAC freshmen hosted and defeated the Notre Dame yearlings, 10-6. Those Irish freshmen included the future-fabled Four Horsemen.

  Hockey: To accommodate the two home games of 1922 (3-1 loss to Notre Dame on January 18 and the 9-0 loss to Michigan on January 23) arrangements were made with the athletic department to prepare a rink on the river above the dam at the very same site as in 1914. Sideboards were installed, nets were put in place and a pump was engaged for flooding the sheet each night.

  Swimming and Diving: Swimming and diving for the Aggies in the first year of competition were captain Murray Jacklin of Fremont, Frank Niederstadt from Saginaw, Leonard “Dutch” Van Noppen from Niles, Edwin Brown of Oshtemo, Mich., Arno Johnson from Jacksonville, Fla., Ed Copperton of New York City, Jack Bailey from Lakewood, Ohio, and Bert Gilbert. The team also included a pair of football stars: Maurice Taylor of East Cleveland, Ohio, and John Bos of Grand Rapids.

  Tennis: The schedule of 1922, with 12 dual matches as first announced, was the most ambitious ever for the sport at MAC. Due to rainouts and cancellations, including two matches against the University of Michigan, only seven were eventually contested.

  The line-up throughout the spring included John Croll of Beaverton, Burwell Cummings of Butler, Penn., Clato Coe from Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan, and J.R. deFrance in the singles with the two doubles teams of Coe and Croll along with Cummings and Dudley Pritchard of Allegan.

  Track and Field: By 1922 the program of events for indoor meets included the 40-yard dash, 40-yard high hurdles, 40-yard low hurdles, 440-yard dash, one-half mile, mile run, high jump, pole vault, shot put and relay.

  Three indoor and four outdoor track records were established during the 1922 season. New indoor marks were Fred Adolph’s 10:26.6 in the two-mile run, and Bob Houston’s 2:09.8 in the 880 and 4:43.6 in the mile. The new outdoor standards included a 100-yard mark of 10 seconds flat, a time shared by Mark Herdell and DeGay Ernst; Tony Brendel’s 1:59.8 clocking in the half-mile; and an additional pair by the talented team captain, Ernst: 15.6 seconds in the 120-yard high hurdles and 50.2 in the 440-yard run.

  In the loss to Ohio State, Ernst captured two firsts, a second and a third with his top performance in the low hurdles where he easily defeated McCreary, the Big Ten champion.

  Wrestling: Matches were held in the center of the basketball floor within the gymnasium building. Seating arrangements were the same as for basketball games. As the local team gained more success through the years, interest in the sport expanded and often more than 1,000 spectators, often excessively vocal, would cheer their favorites on.

  Weight classes during the 1920s were as follows: 115 pounds (bantamweight), 125 pounds (featherweight), 135 pounds (lightweight), 145 pounds (welterweight), 158 pounds (middleweight), 175 pounds (light heavyweight), and more than 175 pounds (heavyweight).
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  The position of Aggie Yellmaster was won through the annual popular vote of the student body.


  [image: image]

  MAC

  1922-1923

  TALES TO TELL

  The school authorized the installation of a private wire to the Armory Building in order that the returns from the five out-of-town football games could be heard directly. The procedure, through Western Union, required a man at the game site to telegraph the ongoing game to a second person stationed in the Armory. A third person would verbally report the game’s progress to the assembled fans. By October 28, for the second road game of the fall, against Indiana, the band and cheerleaders had been added to offer the proper atmosphere.

  
    HEADLINES of 1923

    • Colonel Jacob Schick receives a patent for the first electric shaver.

    • The DuPont Company acquires the rights to manufacture cellophane.

    • The bulldozer is invented.

    • Time magazine begins publication, providing the news in a flavorful, succinct manner.

  

  TEAM OF THE YEAR

  After being hammered by Michigan 16-2 on May 2, 1923, the overall win-loss baseball record stood at 5-4. This was the wake-up call for Coach Walker’s crew, and they finished the season by winning nine straight games. That string of Ws and the season total of 14 victories were both school records.
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  1923 baseball team. (Front row, left to right) Stephens, J. Brady, W. Johnson, B. Kuhn, L. Ross, W. Daley and R. MacMillan. (Middle row, left to right) Trainer J. Heppinstall, J. Sepaneck, F. Williams, H. Gasser, S. Higgins, G. Wenner, Passage, A. Beckley and coach F. Walker. (Back row, left to right) Assistant manager C. Williams, Farley, Wallis, Cutler, Mason, Ubele, C. Baynes and manager M. Ralston.
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  MAKING HISTORY

  The plunge was one of eight events conducted in intercollegiate dual and championship swimming and diving meets until dropped from the program in 1926. As described in the NCAA rules, the event was conducted as follows:

  “A plunge shall be a standing dive made, head first, from a firm take-off, free from spring, and no more than 18 inches above the water. The event shall terminate at the expiration of 60 seconds if the competitor has not already raised his face above the surface of the water. The duration of the event shall begin when the competitor’s feet leave the take-off. If a contestant touches the side of the pool he shall be compelled to stop and his distance taken. The distance of the plunge is measured to the farthest point reached by any portion of the competitor’s body. Each competitor shall be permitted two plunges. At the expiration of 30 seconds, the plunger shall be notified of his distance covered and his direction by the referee. The chief timer shall notify each contestant at the expiration of 60 seconds by the report of a pistol.”

  It was in this event that Miss Dorothy McWood, a Detroit freshman, excelled. In 1923 she successfully defended her national title at the Detroit YMCA by coasting a distance of 54 feet. She thus became the school’s first national champion of any sport, man or woman.

  GREAT STATE DATES

  Football—October 21, 1922 (H): For the third straight meeting, during a four-year period, South Dakota failed to score on the MAC defense. Consequently, the Aggies needed only one touchdown to defeat the Coyotes, 7-0. The low score could not be attributed to ignoring the passing game. During the contest both teams attempted a composite of 55 aerials with the Aggies connecting on 12 of 31. Jake Brady, playing in his first game of the season, was the primary ball carrier during the afternoon. Yet, a teammate, simply referred in the newspapers as “fulback Burris,” accounted for all of the scoring. He bucked over for the touchdown in the first half and dropkicked the conversion. “Fullback Burris” had not been heard from before, nor was he heard from thereafter. As part of a doubleheader, before a crowd of 3,000, the freshmen opened the day’s activities with a surprising 18-6 defeat of the Grand Rapids Junior College. Given the manner in which The Lansing State Journal detailed the pregame activities, it may well have been the first-ever flag-raising ceremony:

  “Following the game between the Aggie All-Fresh and Grand Rapids Junior college, the big Aggie band marched onto the field and took up its position in front of the flag pole erected behind the north goal post. While the band played ‘The Star-Spangled Banner,’ a large American flag was raised to the top of the pole. After this, and while the band played Alma Mater, a Michigan Aggie banner was raised to a position directly under the flag.”

  Cross Country—October 28, 1922 (H): In the third straight win over Notre Dame, 21-36, sophomore Keith Baguley led all runners on the five-mile course with a winning time of 25:59.0. The course was described as beginning at the athletic field and following east along the south side of the Red Cedar River to Pinetum (Hagadorn Road) and returning to Farm Lane. From there the course ran south to the Grand Trunk railroad tracks, then west along the tracks to a spot just south of the athletic field and by a crooked route back to the field.

  Cross Country—November 30, 1922 (A): At the annual YMCA Thanksgiving Day morning run around the Belle Isle course in Detroit, Keith Baguley led the way in a time of 23:42.2. Bill Willard of the Aggies finished third, Glen Nesman fourth, Leonard Klaase sixth, Don Clark seventh and John Van Arman eighth. With 21 points, the Aggies captured the team title as well. Overall, 37 individuals competed, including runners from Michigan Normal, Western State and Kalamazoo College.

  Cross Country—December 9, 1922 (A): The final meet of the season was in the second annual run sponsored by the Saginaw YMCA. Following their win of 1921, the Aggies maintained possession of the silver cup which, as prescribed, would be permanently retained by the first team to gain three victories. Keith Baguley returned to top form as he led all Aggie runners to the finish line with his second-place finish.

  Basketball—January 13, 1923 (H): The excitement of the MAC-Eastern Michigan game was packed into the final minutes of play, bringing the crowd to its feet. The score was tied at 11 points each when Ypsi broke away for a four-point lead. This was partially cut down when Roy McMillan scored on two free throws and the count was evened again when “Mac” hit a field goal. Viv Hultman then sent the Aggies into the lead with a basket, which was quickly matched by the visitors. With seconds remaining, it was McMillan who again broke through the defense, this time sinking the winning basket for a 19-17 victory.

  Swimming and Diving—January 19, 1923 (H): Capturing five of the eight events and finishing as runners-up six times, the Farmers opened the season on January 19 with a 45-23 win over the Grand Rapids YMCA. It is historically noted as the school’s first victory in swimming and diving.

  Wrestling—February 2, 1923 (H): Featuring three falls, Coach Devers’s men topped the Chicago YMCA College squad, 18-13, for the only victory of the season. The team suffered a severe blow when Homer Hansen, a consistent winner in 1922, was thrown and dislocated his elbow in his featherweight bout. He was lost for the remainder of the season.

  Basketball—February 28, 1923 (A): The 40-15 season-opening loss to Notre Dame was later avenged at South Bend. With 30 seconds remaining in that second game and the Irish leading 21-20, Wes “Red” Eva grabbed a pass in front of the Irish goal and tossed in the winning basket. The records do not reveal the exact site of this game in South Bend. On some occasions the Irish played in the gymnasium at the local YMCA, while other times they scheduled games for the dirt floor of their fieldhouse.

  Baseball—April 13, 1923 (H): The Michigan Normal game was tied 5-5 in the bottom of the ninth with Aggie runners on second and third. A bizarre finish would ensue. The Normal coach came to the plate to protest that the game should be called because of darkness. While the verbal exchange proceeded, Jake Brady, the Aggie runner on third, slyly slipped home from third with the winning run. The umpire had neglected to call time out.

  Baseball—April 28, 1923 (H): In the 13-1 win over Albion, pitcher Bernard “Bub” Kuhn missed recording a no-hit, no-run game on an eighth inning “no call” by the umpire. An Albion batter bunted the ball toward first base and accidentally kicked the ball as he raced down the baseline. The umpire later confessed not seeing the incident, which should have been an automatic out, ending the inning. Instead, that bunt (Albion’s only hit) had scored the solitary Briton run.

  Baseball—May 4, 1923 (H): The home win over Notre Dame was of the come-from-behind variety. Lagging 5-4 in the final inning, Bub Kuhn walked and was replaced on the bases by Arthur Beckley. The pinch runner then advanced to second on a declared balk. Bill Daley, the next batter, bunted on the second pitch. The pitcher fielded the ball and, in attempting to cut down Beckley at third, sailed an overthrow so deep into left field that both runners scored and MAC was the winner, 6-5.

  Track and Field—May 12, 1923 (A): One week following their overwhelming loss to Ohio State in Columbus, 91-34, the Aggies battled a cold and drizzling rain at Oberlin to gain their only victory of the year. In premeet chatter, Coach Barron predicted a one-point victory for the Farmers and, sure enough, the final score read 66-65. As is often the case in close meets, it was the result of a late-finishing event from the infield that marked the winning margin. This time it was the javelin event in which Phil Weamer outdistanced the Yeomen rivals with a throw of 154’ 9”.

  ATHLETE OF THE YEAR

  Roy MacMillan earned seven varsity monograms in three sports while at MAC. His collegiate career was interrupted in 1921-1922 when he was forced to drop out of school for one academic year. The native of Mt. Clemens, Mich., lettered twice in football as a backup quarterback and two times in basketball (1923 and 1925) as a starting forward and steady scorer in his final year. He was a three-year starter as the third baseman and leadoff hitter in his primary sport of baseball (1921, 1923, 1924).
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  Roy MacMillan

  IN THE SPARTLITE

  Baseball: For the first time in the memory of the MAC faithful, not a single contest in the entire season was postponed or canceled because of bad weather or wet grounds.

  Basketball: The new coach, Fred Walker, seemed to have a difficult time deciding on his starting five. He began the season with forwards Roy MacMillan and Matt Nuttila, guards Clarence Fessenden and Wes Eva, and Ellwood Mason in the pivot. Before the schedule had concluded, 14 other Aggies had started or played in one or more games: Ray Kipke, Bob Bilkey, Art Beckley, Vic Hultman, Rollie Richards, Jim Kidman, Merle Ralston, Bub Kuhn, Hugo Swanson, Chet Archbold, Lambertus “L.E.” Beeuwkes, Bill Cutler, Bill Johnson and Hugh Robinson.

  Of the first 16 games on the schedule, 15 were played on the home court. The final three contests, against Notre Dame, St. Ignatius of Cleveland and Oberlin, were all on the road.

  As fear of a scarlet fever epidemic swirled, schedule changes were mandated. February dates for both Alma and Orchard Lake St. Mary’s were moved forward nearly one week.

  Cross Country: Floyd Rowe, a former U of M runner and local resident, coached the MAC harriers for only one year (1921). Although the records list football mentor Al Barron “doubling” as cross country coach in 1922, a preseason story in The Holcad notes, “Athletic Director Barron will render his service as well as several other coaches on the athletic staff.”

  The five-mile course for the 1922 Big Ten meet at West Lafayette was described as a hard-finished road with brick pavement. Race day conditions included a cold wind that confronted the runners. The Aggie team comprised of Dayton “Bill” Willard, Don Clark, Leonard Klaase, Glen Nesman, and John Van Arman placed sixth in a field of ten, beating out Minnesota, Purdue, Indiana and Iowa. In the individual race to the tape, Willard was the sixth runner to cross the finish line and thus earned a varsity “S” sweater.

  Football: The Oct. 31, 1922, issue of The Holcad listed the means by which Aggie fans could reach Ann Arbor for the November 4 football game:

  “The team and band and any interested fans will go on the Pierre Marquette train, leaving from the College switch behind Wells Hall at 8:00 Saturday morning. The round trip fare will be $3.50, arriving in Ann Arbor at 10:00-10:30 a.m. Returning, the train will leave at 7:00 and arrive here at about 9:30 or probably sooner.

  Those wishing to go by interurban may do so, leaving from the station at the Bank at 6:30 and as often as there is a load or in time to get to Ann Arbor for the game. The round trip-ticket is $3.15. Return trips from Ann Arbor will be anytime Saturday night or Sunday.

  A number of men are going in the usual fashion in tin cans [automobiles]. If you wish to brave the weather you can do the round trip in one of Bret Neller’s trucks for $1.50 round trip or $1.00 one way. Trucks will leave about 8:30 and arrive about 11:30.”

  Coach George Gauthier, former MAC star, brought his Ohio Wesleyan team to East Lansing and edged the Aggies 9-6 on three successful field goals. At halftime of the game, Coach Gauthier was presented with a floral display by the MAC Varsity Club.

  In defeating Massachusetts State, 45-0, in the final home game of the season, the Aggies scored only 21 fewer points than they would total in all the other nine games on the 1922 schedule.

  Playing away on Thanksgiving Day, the Farmers opposed St. Louis University at Sportsman Park, the home of baseball’s St. Louis Browns. It was a contest played in a sea of mud, and although such conditions should have favored the heavier Billikens, the game ended in a 7-7 tie.

  Swimming and Diving: An annoying incident came during the 52-16 loss at Indiana University. In order to create a little interest in the meet, a male student dressed like a lady was to surprisingly fall into the pool before the final event. Unfortunately, he chose to make his splash prematurely, amidst the running of the 100-yard freestyle event. The comic intruder landed right into Dutch VonNoppen’s lane as he was negotiating his final turn. There was no compensation from meet officials. All in all, it was a long, tiring and unrewarding 23-hour trip for Coach Rauch and his eight-man team.

  In two dual meets against the University of Michigan, the Aggies ended up on the short end by identical scores of 48-20. The only noteworthy Aggie performances came from Rollin Kiefaber, who twice won the “fancy diving” event, and VonNoppen, who, while swimming the 100-yard freestyle in the meet at East Lansing, was once again interfered with. This time the trespasser was a competitor who had swum out of his lane and locked arms with “Dutch,” bringing him to a dead stop. Appropriately, the end result was a disqualification of the U of M competitor, giving the victory to VonNoppen who finished with a time of 1:03.4.

  Tennis: The chemistry professor, Charles Ball, returned to his spot as head coach in 1923, replacing Harry Young. He would serve in the capacity for the next 23 years. In preparation for the 1923 season, Coach Ball held Thursday evening lectures during the winter weeks. Also, every night from 6:30-9:00 P.M. indoor practices were conducted in the Armory, which was now referred to as the gymnasium handball room.

  Winning the doubles title, Jack Croll and C.R. Coe led the Farmers to a tie with Western State Normal in the state invitational tournament championship. Having won the tournament outright in 1922, MAC retained custody of the trophy.

  The season concluded with a team of three (Burwell Cummings, Clato Coe and Jack Croll) on the road representing MAC in matches against Oberlin, Penn State (Coach Ball’s alma mater), Pittsburgh and Allegheny College. To keep the locals appraised, results of those matches were wired back to Ivery’s Drug Store, where they were posted in the window.

  In recognition of his undefeated season, Croll was awarded a major letter sweater, as opposed to the usual minor award extended to tennis players.

  Track and Field: Although the Aggies did not score a point, three members of the team competed in the Big Ten outdoor championships at Ann Arbor. Mark Herdell ran the sprints, Phil Weramer threw the javelin, and Clarence Fessenden entered both the shot put and the discus.

  Wrestling: Rules called for a match to be 12 minutes in length unless there was a fall. A decision was given if the opponents had wrestled for 12 minutes and one man had been on top for seven or more minutes. If no decision could be resolved during regulation, two three-minute overtime periods would ensue with hopes of breaking the tie. A fall counted six points for the team’s scoring total and a decision received five points.

  SPARTAN SCRAPBOOK

  ———— TENNIS COACHES ————
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  Harry C. Young (1921-22)
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  Charles Ball (1923-46)
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  Gordon A. Dahlgren (1947)
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  H. Frank Beeman (1948-50, ’53-57)
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  Thomas Martin (1951)
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  John A. Friedrich (1952)
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  Stan Drobac (1958-89)
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  Jim Frederick (1990-91)
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  Gene Orlando (1991- )

  Note: no coach 1913-20
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  MAC

  1923-1924

  TALES TO TELL

  The 1924 basketball games against Central Michigan (January 29) and the University of Michigan (February 6) were sent out play-by-play over WKAR radio. It is believed the game against Mt. Pleasant was the nation’s first-ever basketball game to be broadcast live. As in football, Jimmy Hasselman, the school public relations man, was at the microphone. Mailed responses confirmed listeners from the Atlantic and Gulf coasts to Alberta, Canada in the north and Nebraska in the west. This somewhat authenticated the station’s boast of possessing apparatus for broadcasting up to 2,000 miles under favorable conditions. Many respondents identified themselves as having never seen a basketball game or understood it, but they became interested from listening to Hasselman. By 1926, all home games would be broadcast, part by Lansing station WREO and part by WKAR.

  
    HEADLINES of 1924

    • The motion picture industry is in “motion.” Marcus Loew, Samuel Goldwyn and Louis B. Mayer form Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, and Harry Cohn founds Columbia Pictures.

    • The Little Orphan Annie comic strip is created by Harold Gray.

    • J. Edgar Hoover becomes director of the Bureau of Investigation (renamed Federal Bureau of Investigation in 1935).

    • After a sensational trial, Nathan Leopold and Richard Loeb are sentenced to life imprisonment for the kidnapping and murder of Bobby Franks.

  

  TEAM OF THE YEAR

  In terms of successful seasons, 1923-1924 was not a great year for MAC athletics. It is noted the basketball team with 10 wins and 10 losses posted the most impressive record of the eight varsity squads. Victories over the likes of John Carroll and Valparaiso may not seen impressive today, but these were highly successful teams of the day.
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  MAKING HISTORY

  Beginning with the 1923-1924 basketball season, each player had to shoot his own free throws upon being fouled. Previously, each team usually designated one player to toss all free throws.

  The January 11 basketball game in Ann Arbor was the inaugural in the U of M’s Yost Fieldhouse. The thought of playing on a portable floor concerned Coach Walker enough that he took his squad to Ann Arbor a day early to practice under the conditions. Tied 13-13 at the intermission, the Aggies connected on four free throws but only one field goal in the second half. The Wolverines were pleased to open their new facility with a win, 23-19.

  The first NCAA swimming and diving championships were held at the U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis, Md.
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  1924 basketball team. (Front row, left to right) M. Nuttila, M. Ralston, R. Bilkey, W. Eva, C. Kitto, R. Richards and J. Kidman. (Middle row, left to right) B.H. Marx, P. Hackett, V. Hultman, L. Smith, E. Mason, Brinkert and coach F. Walker. (Back row, left to right) Manager H. Newman, Green, W.N. Kidman, H. Robinson, Starrett and trainer J. Heppinstall.

  GREAT STATE DATES

  Football—October 6, 1923 (H): Playing for the first time in the new stadium and before 8,000 spectators, the Aggies scored early and hung on to defeat Lake Forest, 21-6. A Roland Richards to Ray Kipke pass off of a faked field goal attempt opened the scoring in the first quarter. On the very next possession, Verne Schmyser scored and Elton Neller’s PAT made it 14-0. The third MAC touchdown was the result of back-to-back 25-yard pass plays with the Richards-Kipke connection accounting for the score. Led by Eddie Eckert’s rush, the MAC defense continually harassed the Foresters’ attempts to counter with passes. Of their 19 attempts, only four were complete and another four were intercepted. Ticket prices for games in the new stadium were set at $1, with seats in the two center sections going for $2.

  Football—November 17, 1923 (A): In the season-closer against the U of D, the Titan punter saw an errant center snap go sailing over his head and into the end zone. As quickly as he could, he raced back to retrieve the ball. Quickly behind him was the Aggies’ Don Haskins, a sophomore tackle from Grand Rapids. Haskins dropped the would-be punter in the end zone for a safety. That was the extent of the scoring for the afternoon, as the two points held up for an Aggie win, 2-0.

  Basketball—January 18, 1924 (H): Things do change over time. Today it seems strange to have competed against a school as small as John Carroll. Stranger still is to read that a 24-17 victory over them was an upset. Yet during the preceding season (1923), the Aggies twice lost to the Cleveland school when it still carried the name St. Ignatius. In this 1924 encounter, MAC led 14-10 after the first half and then held a five-point lead throughout most of the second half before Matt Nuttila put the game away with two late field goals. It was John Carroll’s second loss of the campaign and only their sixth setback in the span of three seasons.

  Swimming and Diving—February 13, 1924 (A): Combining men’s and women’s swimming meets is not a recent innovation. It happened nearly 80 years ago when both men and women Aggie teams traveled to Ypsilanti for a double-dual affair against Michigan Normal College. The races alternated, men-women, through the eight-event program, with the men winning, 38-30, and the women coming up short, 39-11.

  Basketball—March 6, 1924 (H): In their most impressive victory of the season, Fred Walker’s five defeated a highly successful Valparaiso team, 22-12. It was only the second loss of the season for the Crusaders. MAC led at halftime 12-9 and never trailed thereafter. Merle Ralston was the leading scorer with 10 points.

  Swimming and Diving—March 10, 1924 (H): Avenging the 42-25 loss two weeks earlier, the Aggies topped Grand Rapids Y in the rematch, 36-32. Ernest Richmond was credited with a pair of firsts: springboard diving and the 50-yard backstroke (35.5). Other firsts came from Briggs in the 100-yard freestyle (64.5) and Eckerman in the 50-yard breaststroke (41.0).

  Baseball—April 29, 1924 (H): In his first appearance as an Aggie, an 8-0 shutout of St. Mary’s College of Orchard Lake, Harry Wakefield pitched a nearly perfect game. In nine innings the big right-hander from Kinde, Mich., struck out 17 batters and allowed only one hit. The visitors assisted the MAC cause by booting 11 chances in the field.

  Baseball—May 30, 1924 (H): With the Wisconsin game tied at 4-4, Fred Ranney, Jack Sepanek and Roy MacMillan opened the bottom of the seventh with consecutive base hits. Coupled with a sacrifice fly and a perfectly executed squeeze play, three runs were scored and the Aggies held on for a 7-4 victory. The game featured three circus catches. Twice Rollie Richards made spectacular grabs of low liners into center field, and second baseman Harold Kiebler raced into right field for a diving somersault catch in the eighth inning.

  Track and Field—May 3, 1924 (H): The running of the first event in the opening meet of the outdoor season, against Detroit City College, was delayed two hours by a drenching rainstorm. Although Mark Herdell would contribute three firsts and 15 team points, his failure in the broad jump nearly led to an MAC loss. Usually dependable, on this afternoon Herdell never registered a legitimate leap as he fouled on every attempt. Meanwhile, the burden of winning that final event then fell on the shoulders of the team’s number two man, Lloyd Kurtz. The Kalamazoo sophomore responded with a jump of 20’ 4 1/2”, good enough for first place, five points and a 67-64 victory.

  ATHLETE OF THE YEAR

  Roland Richards of Lansing earned six varsity awards in three sports. He lettered three times in football (1922-1924), and was the starting quarterback in his final two seasons. Richards twice earned monograms in basketball (1924-1925) and earned one in baseball as the regular center fielder in 1924, switching to the shortstop position in 1925 when he served as team captain. “Rollie” performed an unexcelled feat in the 8-4 win over Butler on May 31, 1924. Twice, he reached first base (base hit and base on balls) and proceeded to steal second base, then third base and finally home.
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  Roland Richards

  IN THE SPARTLITE

  Basketball: Athletic director Ralph Young was concerned about the way local supporters were shouting and yelling when opposing players were at the free-throw line. In early February he began instructing game officials to call a foul on MAC if fans persisted in such unsportsmanlike behavior.

  The first half of the Lombard College (Galesburg, Ill.) game February 1 ended with MAC trailing, 10-8. At the opening of the second half, the visitors’ intentions were immediately detectable. Nursing their two-point lead and playing the old “freeze” game, they held the ball for ten straight minutes. Over the remaining time, the frustrated Aggies did create a few scoring chances, but the undefeated Lombard five had accomplished their mission, emerging as the 13-12 winners. This slowdown style of play was not greeted favorably by the majority of the local spectators. As reported in the MAC Record :

  “The tactics of the winners met with the general disapproval of the crowd, and some of the remarks addressed to the Lombard players were not of the nature which is generally believed to characterize a college crowd.”

  At the conclusion of the 1924 schedule, Ralph Young announced that 15,532 fans had attended the 16 home games, but he also pointed to a fiscal deficit of $524.11. Regardless of this deficiency, the season was declared a financial success, because the shortage was half the loss of the preceding year.

  Cross Country: Trainer-groundskeeper Jack Heppinstall was recruited to double as coach of the cross country team for the 1922 season. In attempting to fulfill this secondary assignment, he would often call upon the team manager to conduct the team workouts. Perhaps it was lack of talent, or perchance lack of attention led to the winless season for the MAC runners.

  In the Big Ten conference championship meet at Columbus, Ohio, the at-large MAC quintet finished ahead of Indiana and Chicago, in the eighth spot. The 25-year-old Doc Willard was the top finisher for the Aggies, negotiating the course in 27:26.0 for 16th place out of 60 entrants. Captain Keith Baguley finished in 26th place, C.E. Ripper in 44th, Paul Hartsuch in 45th and Floyd Harper in the 49th spot.

  Football: As noted earlier, radio broadcasts of basketball games were first aired during the 1924 season. Although the signal was not relayed to the Lansing area, the September 29 football opener against Chicago was broadcast direct from the sidelines to radio listeners throughout the Chicago area. Back home, fans in theater-style seating followed the game’s progress in the gymnasium via “grid-graph.” This was an 8’x14’ board of glass and lights used in following progress of the game as telegraphed from the site. The center of the display area simulated the playing field while lights on the board’s perimeter highlighted lineups, game clock, score, and type of play.

  Hockey: At its December meeting in 1923, the Athletic Board of Control authorized the construction of a hockey rink on the lighted area at the rear of College Field’s west stands. Members of the team had presented a petition stating they would personally undertake the construction of the necessary sideboards without expense to the college. For undisclosed reasons the project was delayed and the team never arranged a schedule.

  Swimming and Diving: In the 50-18 home loss to Michigan, MAC continued to dominate the diving event as L.A. Bordeaux and Ernest Richmond finished one-two. Richmond, team captain, became the first MAC swimmer-diver to earn a major letter.

  The recorded times and achievements of the early swimmers and divers pale in comparison to today’s performances. Nevertheless, fan support was impressive. As an example, in 1924 a total of 1,191 paid to attend the five home meets at the gymnasium pool.

  Tennis: In early spring, it was announced that grading and landscaping around the recently completed Home Economics Building would be discontinued until June 1. This action was necessary to provide temporary use of the clay tennis courts that lay amidst the new construction. In revealing the decision, Herman H. Halladay, the Secretary of the Board reported the old courts would be put back in first class condition and that new courts were under construction east of the old ones.

  Jack Croll completed his MAC career by capturing the state intercollegiate singles title, but the defeat of Croll-Lawrence in the doubles final led to a share of the team trophy with Western State Normal.

  Track and Field: Competing before more than 5,000 spectators at the prestigious Illinois relays, Paul Hartsuch placed second in the 1,000-yard run. The field of 15 runners represented many of the big colleges and universities of the Midwest. Five other Aggies entrants failed to place in their respective specialties.

  On May 10 the squad was in Ames, Iowa, for a dual meet with Iowa State. The talent-rich Cyclones, coached by Art Smith, the former Aggie mentor, laid the greatest loss ever on a Spartan track team, 102-29. Actually, there were a few highlights. Mark Herdell tied the team record with a 10.0 clocking in the 100-yard dash; captain Keith Baguley ran his personal best in the mile by 11 seconds; Bill Willard clipped 20 seconds from his best two-mile performance; Paul Hartsuch ran his best 880 of the year and Maurice Elliott raised a personal best shot put mark by more than a foot. Yet none of these achievements could earn a first-place finish against Art Smith’s crew.

  Competing with the freshman team, Fred Alderman of Lansing and Bohn Grim of Sturgis stole the show in the eighth running of the State Intercollegiate meet. The pair ran one-two in the 220-yard dash as Alderman bettered the meet record with a time of 21.7 seconds. He also came within a half inch of the broad jump record with a winning leap of 22’ 2”.

  On the weekend of May 30-31, Alderman and Grim, along with varsity runners Paul Hartsuch, “Red” Baguley and Mark Herdell, competed in the sectional Olympic Trials at Ann Arbor. Although all five Aggies performed well, only Alderman, with two third-place finishes, qualified to advance to the final Olympic Trials, held at Harvard Stadium, June 13-14. There he missed making the USA team by a matter of inches in the final qualifying race of the 100-yard dash. The Lansing native had to wait four more years before wearing the red, white, and blue colors of his country at the IX Olympiad in Amsterdam.

  Wrestling: The wrestling team traveled to Ann Arbor fully confident they could gain their first win of the season. It almost happened. With one match remaining and the team scoring tied at 9-9, the heavyweights would decide the meet. The ensuing battle was furiously fought, and at one moment in the scuffle, MAC’s Eddie Eckert and his opponent broke through the ropes that surrounded the mat and came crashing down over the scoring table. Following the final whistle, the Michigan grappler was declared the winner via a riding time advantage of three minutes and 29 seconds. The Aggies went winless in 1924.

  SPARTAN SCRAPBOOK

  ———— CROSS COUNTRY ————
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  First cross country team (1910)


  [image: image]

  MAC

  1924-1925

  TALES TO TELL

  The current football rule following the scoring of a safety provides that the team scored upon must put the ball in play by a free kick from its own 20-yard line. Prior to 1926, the rule maintained that the team yielding the safety would continue possession by putting the ball in play with a first down from scrimmage at its own 30-yard line. That is exactly what happened in MAC’s game in Evanston, Ill., October 25. Leading 13-7 with less than a minute to play, Northwestern had possession with fourth down on their own 10-yard line. The would-be punter took the snap from center and immediately raced back into the end zone, surrendering a safety to yield two points. With the score now 13-9, the Wildcats took possession at their own 30-yard line and ran out the remainder of playing time to ensure the victory. From this game result, the rules committee saw the interpretation flaw and changed the rule, commencing in 1926.

  The original college land-grant philosophy called for instruction in agriculture and applied mechanics. By 1924, MAC had embraced other facets of higher education, including engineering, home economics, applied science and liberal arts. It was considered by many that an institution with such diverse offerings was described incompletely or inappropriately when it carried the title of Michigan Agricultural College. A campaign to change the name gained momentum, and in March of 1924, at the urging of acting-president Robert Shaw, a poll was conducted among students. The survey revealed a ratio of seven-to-one in favor of a name change. Although the name Michigan State College was the most popular alternative, other names surfaced such as Wolverine State University and University of the Great Lakes. Those in support of the agricultural heritage were defiantly opposed to the removal of that word from the school’s name. In a conciliatory mood, the State Legislature proposed a change in name to Michigan State College of Agriculture and Applied Science. This proved acceptable to all concerned, as the bill was approved unanimously by the Senate and passed in the House by a substantial margin. The new name became official on May 13, 1925.

  
    HEADLINES of 1925

    • The WSM Barn Dance, later renamed the Grand Ole Opry in 1928, premieres.

    • The New Yorker magazine is founded.

    • The popular dance step, the Charleston, bounces into dance halls across America.

    • The Rivoli and the Rialto, in New York City, become the world’s first air-conditioned theaters.
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  TEAM OF THE YEAR

  John Kobs’s first baseball team in East Lansing was the 1925 outfit that won nine of 15 games. Two of the biggest wins were at home over Minnesota and Notre Dame.

  [image: image]

  1925 baseball team. (Front row, left to right): H. Wakefield, R. Spiekerman, G. Kuhn, C. Fisher and D. Zimmerman. (Middle row, left to right) R. Davis, Spotts, H. Kiebler, D. Fleser and P. Fremont. (Back row, left to right) trainer J. Heppinstall, Gauss, coach J. Kobs, G. Rowley and manager M. Burlingame. Missing from the picture: captain Roland Richards.

  MAKING HISTORY

  The Michigan game of Oct. 10, 1924, would be marked as the first MAC home football game broadcast over the radio with play-by-play. As in basketball, Jimmy Hasselman, the school’s public relations man, was at the WKAR microphone. He attempted to eliminate the crowd noise by broadcasting from inside a telephone booth, and he did the same the following year from Ferry Field in Ann Arbor. While broadcasting that 1925 game, Hasselman likely appreciated the fact that the Spartans wore white jerseys for the first time to distinguish themselves from the home team Wolverines with dark jerseys. By 1927, games were being carried from the open press box. It was concluded that crowd noise would add to the interest of the game for the listeners. The first-ever baseball game against the University of Minnesota was played on May 14 and was also the initial appearance of a Michigan State College athletic team. The new name had been officially adopted on the very day before. While leading the Gophers 5-2 in the ninth inning, pitching ace Harry Wakefield hurriedly replaced starter George Kuhn, who left the bases loaded with only one out. Wakefield succeeded by striking out a pinch hitter and getting the final batter on a weak infield grounder. By the season of 1926, uniforms reflected the name change as “Michigan State” replaced “Michigan Aggies” on the shirt fronts.

  Cross country, swimming and diving, hockey, tennis and baseball were surprisingly all listed, along with football and basketball, as “money makers” for the year. Below were the receipts and disbursements for all varsity teams:

  
    
      
      
      
    
    
      	Sport
      	Receipts
      	Disbursements
    

    
      	 
    

    
      	Baseball
      	5,417.94
      	4,927.89
    

    
      	Track and Field
      	4,065.23
      	4,187.50
    

    
      	Football
      	47,834.98
      	27,940.19
    

    
      	Basketball
      	7,215.66
      	5,335.91
    

    
      	Tennis
      	844.33
      	799.02
    

    
      	Cross Country
      	1,304.72
      	1.109.19
    

    
      	Swimming/Diving
      	1,524.57
      	1,402.22
    

    
      	Wrestling
      	1,791.66
      	2,237.56
    

    
      	Hockey
      	492.74
      	360.57
    

  

  John Kobs’s 1924-1926 multi-coaching obligations are best described as simply unbelievable. Upon wrapping up his responsibility as freshman football coach in the fall, he moved onto the gymnasium floor as head basketball coach. In addition, during the winter season he doubled as hockey coach. All of this was in prelude to his responsibility as baseball coach in the spring.

  GREAT STATE DATES

  Football—November 15, 1924 (H): With 11 men playing their final game for MAC, the stage was set for a thrilling season-closing game against South Dakota State. The Aggies played up to the occasion and by a score of 9-0, defeated a team that had tied for the lead of the North Central Intercollegiate Association. The Dakota team came to town as masters of the passing game, but Coach Young had his defenders prepared for the attack. Pressure from the front wall of Eckert, Hultman, Eckerman, Hackett, Haskins and Robinson continually forced premature and unsuccessful tosses. Meanwhile, “Stub” Kipke, playing his final game for the Green, set up the only touchdown of the game when he fell on a muffed punt attempt at the visitors’ 15-yard line. Three plays later and on the first play of the second period, quarterback Verne Schmyser bolted over from the one-yard line. Elton Neller, who had been the top ground-gainer all afternoon, provided the needed insurance with a 45-yard drop kick in the middle of the third quarter. It was only the second successful field goal attempt by MAC in four years.

  Wrestling—January 17, 1925 (H): Coach Burhans’s squad opened the season with a convincing 20-6 victory over Michigan. Garnering the points for the Green and White were 125-pound F. H. Williamson, who won in overtime; Captain Hansen, who threw his opponent in the 135-pound division; A.W. Bergquist (145-pounds) and J.A. Murray (175-pounds), both of whom won on pins.

  Basketball—February 11, 1925 (H): Three of the six victories of the season were of the overtime variety. Such was the case in the University of Detroit game. Paul Hackett hit a field goal with three seconds remaining in regulation to tie the score 22-22. During the extra five-minute period, Roland Richards swished through one free throw, and that was it. This time, to the delight of the home crowd, the Spartans resorted to stalling tactics to preserve their 23-22 winning advantage.

  Basketball—February 28, 1925 (H): State administered Oberlin College its only loss of the season, 29-27 in overtime. With only 30 seconds of regulation remaining and trailing by two points, Rollie Richards intercepted an Oberlin pass and tossed it to Hugh Robinson, who sunk a one-handed jump shot to knot the score 23-23 as time ran out. Roy MacMillan scored four of the points in overtime as State sealed the victory.

  Baseball—April 16, 1925 (A): What a way for John Kobs to begin his illustrious 39-year career as the school’s head coach. In the season-opening 9-0 victory over Armour Tech in Chicago, Harry Wakefield pitched a no-hit, no-run game, striking out nine. He forced 18 other Armour batters to either pop easy flies to the infield or dribble weak ground balls. With his teammates playing errorless ball behind him, Harry missed a perfect game by walking two men. Hitting stars for MAC were Rollie Richards, who homered and doubled, and Roy Spiekerman, who punched out three timely singles in four trips to the plate.

  Baseball—May 14, 1925 (H): Rushed to the relief of George Kuhn in the ninth inning, Harry Wakefield pitched the Spartans out of a tough spot and salvaged a 5-2 victory over the University of Minnesota. With but one man out and the bases loaded, Wakefield fanned the first man he faced, a pinch hitter. The next batter hit a feeble grounder to Spiekerman at first, who stepped on the bag to end an exciting battle.

  Baseball—June 6, 1925 (H): Coach John Kobs’s first Spartan team closed out its regular-season schedule with an exciting 5-4 victory over Notre Dame. Although he permitted nine hits, two of them for extra bases, Harry Wakefield, the State moundsman, deserved a big share of the credit for the win. He struck out 10 batters, often in crucial times, as the Irish left 10 men stranded on the bases. Captain Roland Richards played his best game of the year at shortstop as he handled eight chances, many of them difficult. He turned in three singles in four appearances at the plate. The only MSC extra base hit was off the bat of Don Fleser, who hit a ground-rule double into the protruding bleachers of right center field. By the following season that structure would be burned to the ground by pranksters celebrating the defeat of Michigan.

  ATHLETE OF THE YEAR

  The records support a claim that Don Fleser was the most effective hitter in the school’s baseball history. He stroked a lusty .589 average in his sophomore season of 1925, the second-highest hitting record ever achieved by an Aggie-Spartan batter. The highest average ever achieved by a player who wore the Green came in the very next year, 1926, and it was the same Mr. Fleser who this time posted a remarkable .667 average. He closed out his collegiate career as captain in 1927, a season in which he recorded a more human-like .404 average. In 1959, 32 years later, his son, John Fleser, would lead the Spartans in batting with a .347 average.
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  Don Fleser

  IN THE SPARTLITE

  Basketball: Two weeks before the 1925 season opened against Adrian, a story in the Lansing State Journal reported: “The basketball schedule will not be announced for several days yet. Unexpected developments in the booking of one or two games have delayed the announcement.” As it eventually turned out and as strange as it seems, the first official announcement of the schedule was not released until one day following that game with Adrian. So much for preseason ticket sales.

  The 28-16 loss to little Franklin (Ind.) College was no surprise. The “Little Wonder Five,” as they were called, had defeated MAC three weeks earlier back in Indiana. This second game was broadcast by WKAR, and to the amazement of Franklin fans with radios, they were clearly able to hear a play-by-play account of the action more than 200 miles away. The Franklin story is part of a Hoosier basketball legend in which a quintet of grammar school-age boys organized a Sunday school team under the guidance of their teacher, Mr. “Griz” Wagner. He continued as the boys’ high school coach in Franklin, and they responded with two state championships. Then, when some of those same boys headed for the local college, “Griz” was once more persuaded to be their coach. During three years of collegiate competition, the “Little Wonder Five” suffered only two defeats.

  Fencing: By 1924, Professor Lebel had begun a fencing club for which he acted as a volunteer coach. He started with a group of ten men, and by the spring of 1925, five remained as regulars. That May, this group journeyed to Ann Arbor for the school’s first fencing match since the MIAA Field Day of 1895. Lebel’s squad was routed that afternoon by the U of M team, 8-1.

  Football: Even though the entire four-game home schedule of 1923 had been played in the new stadium, the dedication of the facility was delayed until Oct. 10, 1924, when Michigan came to town for only the third time in the 19-year-old history of the series. In the early part of the contest, the Aggies had two opportunities to get on the scoreboard, only to have a pair of field-goal attempts sail wide of the mark. With three minutes remaining and a scoreless tie seemingly imminent, a dismal conclusion was to unfold. With the U of M in possession near midfield, they tried a long pass that Herb Steger, the U of M captain, gathered in and carried over the goal line—so much for the scoreless tie. The final count: Michigan 7, MSC 0. Prior to that Michigan game and as a part of the stadium dedication, a memorial stone was unveiled that remains today near the stadium’s tunnel entrance. The bronze plaque reads: “In memory of MAC varsity athletes who gave their lives in the World War. Olen Hinkle, E.E. Peterson, F.I. Lankey.”

  The Aggies of 1924 may not have won often (5-3), but when they did, they usually won big: 59-0 over Northwestern at Naperville, Ill., a 54-3 defeat of Olivet, a 34-3 victory over the Chicago YMCA College, and 42-13 over Lake Forest.

  Hockey: Due to warm weather, the hockey team was unable to complete its schedule that had included outdoor home games against Michigan, Notre Dame and Minnesota. The only game played was a 6-3 road loss to the U of M. Goals that afternoon came unassisted from both Robin Hancock and Carl Moore. The third goal was also from Moore, assisted by Cliff Hauptli.

  Swimming and Diving: Team practice was conducted nightly for one hour from 5:00 until 6:00 P.M. The 1925 season was to have opened at home against Northwestern, one of the nation’s top squads which featured two members of the 1924 USA Olympic team. One week before the scheduled meet, Wildcat officials notified Lyman Frimodig, assistant director of athletics, that they would not be fulfilling their commitment. It seems that a conflicting meet on the west coast was more enticing.

  Following is a sampling of some of the better times recorded during the season by Aggie swimmers: 50-yard freestyle (27.2), 100-yard freestyle (62.0), 100-yard breaststroke (1:25.0) and the 100-yard backstroke (1:17.4).

  Track and Field: The season of 1925 marked the beginning of the varsity sprint careers of Fred Alderman and Bohn Grim. In the first outdoor meet of the spring, a 70-61 loss to Detroit City College, Alderman posted winning times of 10.0 and 21.0 seconds in the 100- and 220-yard dashes. Although it was never submitted for recognition, the later time for the furlong was better than the listed world record. That afternoon Fred also placed first in the broad jump and javelin throw. In that same meet, Grim took the 440 in 51.1 seconds. Fred achieved his top century time three weeks later in the State Intercollegiate meet. His 9.7 seconds nearly equaled Charles Paddock’s world record. The Lansing sophomore also captured the 220 (21.2) and the broad jump (23’ 3/8”).

  The 1925 Big Ten championship was the final meet open to non-conference schools. The closed-meet format was in place thereafter. In that 1925 meet at Columbus, Alderman won the 220 in 21.1 seconds, the top “official” time in the USA for the year. Perhaps it was first-year jitters or fatigue from a long season, but in the NCAAs at Chicago, Alderman settled for a disappointing third in the 220. The winner’s time of 21.9 seconds was considerably slower than Fred had been running all spring.

  Wrestling: After easily winning the first two meets of the year, 20-6 over Michigan and 15-2 over Northwestern, false hope emerged that Coach Burhans had collected a team of national caliber. Reality rapidly set in. Those early victories were met by the following losses in the ensuing weekends: Indiana 29-0, Ohio State 13-7, Iowa State 17-3 and Purdue 11-9. By season’s end, two facts had been proven: (1) The MAC team was average and (2) the Michigan and Northwestern teams were below average.

  SPARTAN SCRAPBOOK

  ———— CROSS COUNTRY COACHES (1910-2004) ————
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  Howard Beatty (1916-17)
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  Floyd A. Rowe (1921)
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  John G. Heppinstall (1923)
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  Morton Mason (1925-30)
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  Lauren P. Brown (1931-46)
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  Jim Gibbard (1968-83)
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  Jim Stintzi (1984-2004)

  Note: no team 1913-14, 1918

  Pictured elsewhere: Chester Brewer 1910BS; John Macklin 1911-12BS; George Gauthier 1915, 1919TR; Arthur N. Smith 1920TR; Bert Barron 1922TR; Ralph Young 1924TR; Karl Schlademan 1947-58TR; Francis Dittrich 1959-67TR

  BS see baseball coaches

  TR see track and field coaches
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  MAC / MSC

  1925-1926

  TALES TO TELL

  On April 3, 1926, the name “Spartans” was first identified with Michigan State. The creator was, of course, George Alderton, then the sports director with The Lansing State Journal. During an interview in November 1993 at his home in Traverse City, he related the following:

  “I had come there [Lansing] in February of 1923, and they were still calling them the Aggies. They had been Michigan Agriculture College originally, and then when they changed to Michigan State College there was a feeling they wanted a name other than the Aggies. Jim Hasselman was a one-man-band in the way of publicity for Michigan State. I came to know Jim really well. He spearheaded an idea that spring [1926] for the campus [students] to submit a batch of names from which the new name would be chosen. Of all things, it was eventually announced they were going to be called ‘Staters’—and that didn’t ring right with me at all. In fact, I never did use the name ‘Staters.’

  It was April, and the baseball team was preparing for their trip down south. Because I was not going with the team, I asked Perry Fremont [one of the players] every time they played a game if he would send me a night press rate collect with his abbreviated story about the game they had just played. He agreed to do it. Well, he sent me the story that first night [against Ft. Benning] and I had it on my desk that next morning when I got to the paper. It [Fremont’s story] was just in conversational language, of course, and I had to rewrite the thing. When I was rewriting it and went back to read the copy, I noticed that Perry had used the name Aggies. Right then I thought, we have to have a better name than that. I got a hold of Hasselman [by telephone] and asked if he still had all of the entries in the contest. He said, ‘Oh yeah, they’re here, but they’re in the waste basket. If you want to see them, come on out [to the campus].’ And so I went out and looked through them and came across the name Spartans—instantly it rang with me. That was a good one. There were no other Spartans that I knew of in this part of the country. So I inserted the name Spartans in the baseball story and I spelled it just as I had come to know it, with an—O—Sparton—like the radio made in Jackson at the time. I spelled it that way and used it in the paper for two days. Then a history professor at Michigan State called me and told me, ‘You are spelling that word wrong, there are two As in it.’ So I changed it immediately and the rest of the way it was Spartans. I didn’t have anybody call me up and protest or even talk about it. I thought, well, maybe it’s going to work. The next day the student newspaper used the name Spartan—and the baby was born.”

  
    HEADLINES of 1926

    • Miniature golf is introduced in Lookout Mountain, Tenn., and from there it expands to more than 40,000 courses within three years.

    • Gertrude Ederle, at 19, is the first woman to swim the English Channel.

    • Book-of-the-Month Club, the first mail-order book program, begins enrolling members.

    • RCA organizes the National Broadcasting Company (NBC), the first nationwide entertainment radio broadcasting network.
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  That story in The State Journal read as follows:

  “Fort Benning, Ga., April 3—The Michigan State College baseball team hopped a rattler here last night for Macon, Georgia, where the northerners stack up against the Mercer University nine in their third game Saturday afternoon. The Fort Benning Officers heaved a sigh of relief when Coach John Kobs bundled his rampaging Spartons aboard the train, for during the afternoon, they had mauled another army pitcher and came through to a 4 to 1 victory over the Officers.”

  TEAM OF THE YEAR

  The Wolverine Yearbook bluntly opens their commentary with: “The 1926 baseball squad was the most successful in the history of the college.” It could also be said that it was the first Aggie-Spartan team to open the season with a Southern trip. Their 13 Ws during the season included victories over Bradley, Michigan, Notre Dame and Western Michigan.

  [image: image]

  1926 baseball team. (Front row, left to right): D. Haskins, G. Kuhn, captain H. Kiebler, H. Wakefield, P. Fremont, R. Spiekerman. (Second row, left to right) F. Rinehart, C. Baynes, A. Tolles, D. Fleser, G. Rowley, D. Zimmerman. (Back row, left to right) Manager G. Brown, coach J. Kobs, trainer J. Heppinstall.

  MAKING HISTORY

  Some team uniforms of 1925-1926 reflected the change in the school name from Michigan Agriculture College to Michigan State College. The lettering on both the basketball and baseball uniforms changed from Michigan Aggies to Michigan State. Whereas the 1925 cross country shirts displayed a small block “S,” track and field replaced the classic intertwined MAC with a large, full front block “S” on the singlet. The swimming and diving tank suits had the stenciled MSC letters on the front with the athlete’s number.

  The date of Feb. 27, 1926, can be placed next to Feb. 12, 1972, as another significant date in Michigan State track and field history. On both of these Saturdays a pair of sprint stars registered world-record times. In 1926 it was Fred Alderman and Bohn Grim, and 46 years later it would be Herb Washington and Marshall Dill. The story of 1926 comes from the Illinois relays at Champaign-Urbana. First, Bohn Grim was clocked in at 7.6 seconds for the 75-yard sprint to tie a mark that had originally been set in 1891. Then in the 300-yard dash, Fred Alderman defeated Roland Locke of the University of Nebraska in a world record-tying time of 31.2. That spring, Locke would capture NCAA titles in both the 100- and 220-yard dashes.

  College Field was first put in use in 1902. At what point in history did College Field become Old College Field? Would it have been as early as 1926? In a May 26 story for his paper, The State Journal, George Alderton came close while referring to the site as historic College Field.

  GREAT STATE DATES

  Football—October 17, 1925 (H): Coach Young secretly whisked his players to Pine Lake on the Thursday evening before the Centre game. Without distractions, the team ran through light signal drills on the dance floor at Joe Palmer’s roadhouse on the north end of the lake. Following a light lunch on Saturday, the team motored directly to the stadium. Perhaps the idea of isolating the team was effective. With little time remaining in what was billed as the first big intersectional game in the new stadium, sophomore Paul Smith from Saginaw successfully booted a game-winning 58-yard drop-kick field goal to defeat the Bo McMillan-coached “Praying Colonels” of Centre College, 15-13. Starting in 1920, this small school, located in Danville, Ky., had gained national recognition by taking measure of everyone in its path. Their defeat of Harvard was a particular eye-opener to the nation. Coach McMillan would later return to East Lansing in 1933 as head coach of Kansas State and again in 1939 in a similar capacity with Indiana University. He would conclude his coaching career as head man of the Detroit Lions.

  Football—November 7, 1925 (H): Playing amidst a torrent of rain and before a handful of spectators, Michigan State defeated Toledo on a mismatch, 58-0. Scoring three touchdowns during their first four possessions, they led 20-0 by halftime and then broke the game wide open with four TDs in the third quarter and twom more in the final period. The solitary flaw in the MSC attack was the lack of consistency in conversion attempts, making only four-of-nine attempts at dropkicking the soggy ball. As coach Young freely substituted, quarterback Richard Lyman led the way with three touchdowns while Roy Spiekerman, Jim McCosh, Bohn Grim, Les Fouts, Paul Smith and Perry Fremont were credited with one score apiece. This would be the only time the two schools would face on the gridiron.

  Basketball—December 19, 1925 (A): The undefeated MAC team won its third straight in a come-from-behind victory over the University of Chicago 28-21. After being outscored 16-8 in the opening 20 minutes, the young Spartans, with four sophomores as starters, began playing like veterans. By the time the game clock had reached five minutes to play, they had finally gained the lead and were never threatened thereafter.

  Basketball—February 19, 1926 (H): John Kobs’s crew snapped out of an extended nine-game losing streak by defeating Carnegie Tech, but it didn’t come easily. They trailed 14-8 at intermission, and it would have been more depressing if John Kelly had not been inserted into the contest just prior to the break. The Grand Haven sophomore hit two quick field goals to double the MAC output. Returning from the locker room, the Aggies whittled away at the Tartans’ lead and by the end of the third quarter were within one point. For the first time in five weeks the local fans found an opportunity to become excited, as the guys in Green came alive. Ken Drew hit a pair of field goals as did Ollie Hood. Captain Paul “Snoopy” Hackett contributed a two-pointer, and suddenly the Tech players seemed demoralized. The turn-around was complete, and when the gun sounded the end of the game, the scoreboard read MSC 27, visitors 22.

  Track and Field—February 20, 1926 (H): The Aggies closed out their home indoor season with a 47 1/2-38 1/2 defeat of Western State. The meet went down to the closing relay. Had the Teachers won the race, they would have logged a one-point victory. The MSC quartet of Russell Lord, Horace Farley, Bohn Grim and Fred Alderman took care of that by combining for an easy win, as anchorman Alderman crossed the finish line 30 feet in front.

  Baseball—April 3, 1926 (A): During the school’s first-ever southern trip, Harry Wakefield tossed a beautifully-pitched 1-0 shutout of Mercer College in Macon, Ga. Three of the six hits he surrendered that afternoon came in succession to open the third inning. Calling upon his experience and talent, he forced the clean-up hitter to pop-up and then proceeded to strike out the next two men to end the Bears’ only threat of the afternoon.

  Baseball—April 17, 1926 (H): The Spartans averaged three runs per inning in the first five innings and then tacked on three more in the eighth to down Bradley Poly, 18-3. Don Fleser, en route to his school record .667 batting average, went five-for-five and managed four stolen bases.

  Baseball—April 29, 1926 (H): Harry Wakefield was touched for three unearned runs in the opening two innings on one hit, two bases on balls and two errors. He then settled down and permitted only two more hits and one walk over the remaining seven innings, as State topped Syracuse, 4-3. Of the Aggies’ 12 hits, Del Zimmerman, Carl Baynes, and Harold Kiebler each slashed out three-baggers.

  Baseball—May 1, 1926 (H): Featuring a team-record 17-run third inning in which the State hitters batted around three times, the Lake Forest Foresters were humiliated 26-5. In only seven of 18 basketball games that winter did the cagers ellipse that point total. The game concluded sometime after 6:00 P.M. and the scorekeepers remained well after that hour to compute the results and verify the final statistics. Of the 22 MSC hits, Don Fleser and Perry Fremont were each credited with three.

  Track and Field—May 1, 1926 (H): In the first outdoor meet of the season and the inaugural meet at the stadium oval, Ralph Young’s crew outscored City College of Detroit (Wayne), 74 1/2 to 56 1/2. Particularly busy were Fred Alderman, Paul Smith and Bohn Grim. Alderman copped four firsts, winning the 100-yard dash, 220-yard dash, javelin and broad jump. Entered in six events, Smith scored first place in the pole vault, and second in the shot put, discus and javelin. Grim placed second in the 100, third in the 220, and set a new school record with a 50.0 in the quarter mile. His time was two-tenths of a second better than the former standard set by DeGay Ernst in 1922.

  Tennis—May 4, 1926 (H): Victory in four singles matches was all that was needed for State to upset Notre Dame in a Friday afternoon match at the college’s clay courts, 4-3. The biggest surprise was Dean Lawrence defeated ND’s Donovan in the number-one position, 6-1, 3-6, 6-4. Other winners were D. Stouffer 9-7, 6-1; E.A. Pierson 6-1, 6-2; and Ted Hendershott 6-4, 8-6.

  Baseball—May 24, 1926 (H): Featuring Del Zimmerman’s home-run blast into the Red Cedar River, outstanding defense by Don Haskins and Don Fleser, and clutch pitching by George Kuhn, State defeated the University of Michigan, 8-5. It was the first win in any sport over the archrival in 11 years. A celebration that lasted far into the night included the torching of the abandoned football bleachers that protruded into center field and were an impediment to baseball play. From an interview at his home in Vero Beach, Fla., during the summer of 1995, back up catcher, John Carusuo (BS 27-28) tells of the postgame celebration:

  “A huge postgame celebration started at the Union Building. A band was playing and there was dancing in the street. All of the businesses closed down. The lieutenant governor of the state happened to be driving through on a return trip from Detroit. He joined in, bought all the pies at the local restaurant bakery, and handed them out to the students. Later we all got out on the baseball field and suddenly the old football stands in center field were ablaze. Arm in arm, students were swinging around in a chain of people, and I was on the very end. Being whipped around, I was actually off of my feet, and I recall floating directly over that fire from the bleachers.”

  Baseball—June 5, 1926 (H): Although allowing nine hits to the Notre Dame batsmen, George Kuhn was miserly in the pinch, and his teammates combined four hits with a generous nine Irish errors for a 5-3 victory. As it turned out, the Spartans only needed the first inning, when they chased across four runs.

  ATHLETE OF THE YEAR

  Sprinter Bohn Grim of Sturgis unfortunately or fortunately (depending on a point of view) came upon the East Lansing scene at the same time (1924-1927) as Fred Alderman. Unfortunately, it was Alderman who was most frequently a step quicker and thus stole the headlines. Fortunately, Bohn was able to team with Fred, and in 1927, along with H.L. Henson and Forrest Lang, they became a near unbeatable foursome as they dashed to victory at the Rice, Texas, Ohio and Pennsylvania relays. Grim, captain his junior year, lettered three years in track (1925-1927) and twice in football (1925-1926).
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  Bohn Grim

  IN THE SPARTLITE

  Baseball: Weather permitting, full houses were expected at College Field during the baseball season.

  Basketball: Coach John Kobs began the 1925-1926 season with four outstanding recruits, including three members of the Jackson High School championship team Leroy “Tot” Russo, and George and Roy Jagnow. In addition, one of the greatest centers ever developed in the Lansing area, Torrance Johnson, came to MSC. The expectation of success was short lived. Johnson and George Jagnow were declared academically ineligible shortly before the season opened. Then the second blow hit. As the winter term rolled around, Roy Jagnow and Russo were also lost to scholastics. Coach Kobs could only wonder what might have been.

  The season opened with three straight wins in December over Olivet, Adrian and the University of Chicago. Never would even the least optimistic fan ever have considered the possibility that MSC would register only two more victories in the remaining 15-game schedule.

  The less-than-impressive 5-13 season record was punctuated by the fact that only six team members would earn varsity awards. They were captain Paul Hackett, Clarence Cole, Ken Drew, Charles Fredericks, Oliver Hood and Louis Smith.

  On June 3, 1926, it was disclosed that Benjamin Francis VanAlstyne had been hired from Ohio Wesleyan to succeed John Kobs who would now devote his time totally to hockey and baseball. As had been the situation with Kobs, VanAlstyne’s responsibilities would include coaching freshman football. John Kobs could now focus on his “love”—baseball. He would patrol the Spartan dugout for 38 more seasons.

  Cross Country: Along with two other outsiders (Notre Dame and Marquette), MSC entered the 16th running of the Western Conference meet, hosted by the University of Michigan on November 21. The Aggies finished in a tie with Northwestern for the tenth and final spot. It would be 25 years before Michigan State, upon gaining conference membership, would again vie for Big Ten honors in cross country.

  Fencing: Under the supervision of captain Ross E. Larson of the Military Science department, an all-college fencing tournament was held on Jan. 16, 1926. The top three finishers were Max Goodwin, Gordon Jarman and T.E. Carbine. Then in May, an announcement was released by the athletic department officially recognizing the sport of fencing as the latest minor sport at MAC and that yet another all-college tournament was called for. Again, Max Goodwin emerged as the top swordsman and was chosen captain of the team that would face Michigan in the gymnasium on May 29. Josef Waffa, a graduate student from Egypt, volunteered to act as coach. The incredible neophytes defeated the Wolverines, 10-6.

  Football: Don Haskins, tackle and captain of the 1925 team, missed the 58-0 win over Toledo University. In an unusual ploy, Coach Young had sent Haskins, his captain, to Iowa City, Iowa, on a mission of scouting the season-ending opponent, the University of Wisconsin. There is no recorded evidence as to the impact of Haskin’s report, but the final outcome read 21-10 in favor of the Badgers. The Wisconsin athletic director, George Little, came into the State dressing room after the game and told the visitors; “I want to congratulate you on your fight and tell you that we regard you as real rivals and a team of conference caliber.” Also traveling to Madison was MSC’s 60-piece ROTC military band. Upon concluding their halftime maneuvers, the band received a standing ovation from the assembled crowd.

  Hockey: Athletic director Ralph Young returned from the December Western Conference meeting of coaches with details of a proposed hockey league. Teams projected into the plan were Minnesota, Wisconsin, Michigan, Notre Dame, St. Thomas, Carlton, Hamlin and Michigan State.

  Although the idea of a league never reached fruition, the board in control of athletics did seize the opportunity to authorize that an outdoor rink be built immediately east of the tennis courts behind the Women’s Building (Morrill Hall). The rink would be 200’x100’ and surrounded by boards four feet high, electrically lighted (six 2,000-watt bulbs), and later furnished with a warming house. By mid-January the project was completed and the rink was in full use.

  Establishing a season record of 0-4, there was little to get excited about. Yet the performance in the season finale, a 2-0 loss to Minnesota, was most impressive. The game was scoreless entering the final stanza as George DeLisle, the Aggie goalie, kicked out 13 shots in the first two periods. The Gophers did manage to score twice in the final period for the win. As was typical of the time, MAC used a total of only four spares during the contest. Between periods, Coach Iverson of Minnesota, a member of the 1912 U.S. Olympic figure skating team, gave an exhibition of his talents.

  Swimming and Diving: Among the freshman group of 1926 was Joe Katsunuma from Hawaii. His father, a U.S. government official, had sent his son off to attend the University of Michigan. Katsunuma caught the wrong train out of Chicago and ended up in Lansing rather than Ann Arbor. He enrolled at MAC and quickly displayed his aquatic prowess on the freshman swimming team. Unfortunately, he became lonesome. Learning that a fairly large conclave of Pacific-rim students was enrolled at the University of Kansas, he transferred there prior to his sophomore year.

  Tennis: Grand Rapids Junior College was a surprise winner in the state intercollegiates held on the new MAC courts. The Aggies settled for the third spot behind Grand Rapids and Western State Normal. In a positive look to the future, the Michigan Agriculture College freshman team placed fifth among the record number of entries, which included representatives from the University of Detroit, Detroit City College, Albion, Adrian, Michigan Normal, Olivet, Central Normal of Mt. Pleasant, Highland Park Junior College, Kalamazoo College and Battle Creek College.

  Track and Field: Michigan State turned some heads at the Ohio relays in Columbus when the quartet of Horace Farley, D.M. Van Noppen, Fred Alderman and Bohn Grim sprinted to first in the quarter-mile relay. The half-mile team captured second, the medley relay foursome was third and the two-mile quartet was fourth.

  The result of the MSC-Iowa State meet run on the new stadium oval was undecided until the final event, the mile relay. Running the third and fourth legs, Alderman and Grim could not close the gap of 75 yards, and the Cyclones won the race and the meet, 67-64. Alderman’s anchor lap of 48.4 was one second off the world record and swifter than the 48.7 which won that year’s NCAA championships. Fred had concluded a busy afternoon after finishing first in the 100, 220 and broad jump. It would be the final time the two schools would go head-to-head in track and field.

  Although featuring such stars as Alderman, Grim and distance ace Henry Wylie, Ralph Young’s squad was not deep in talent. This was exemplified in the 11th Annual state intercollegiate meet held in the new stadium on May 22. While capturing six first places the Spartans failed to score in high hurdles, high jump, low hurdles, shot put and javelin. Team scoring placed MSC in third position: Michigan Normal 48 2/3, Detroit City College 44 2/3 and Michigan State 42 1/3.

  With the Western Conference now a closed meet, the Central Intercollegiate Conference was created and conducted its first outdoor meet at Milwaukee. Victorious in the broad jump (22’ 9-1/4”) and both the 100- and 220-yard dashes (10.2 and 22.4), Alderman was easily the star of the meet. Ivan Tillotson won the discus event with a toss of 133’ 7-3/4”. Team scoring totals were as follows: Notre Dame 72 1/2, MSC 47, Marquette 36 1/2 and Butler 10.

  Alderman, Grim, Wylie, and Ivan Tillotson represented State at the NCAA Championships in Chicago. Alderman was the only one to place. The Lansing native flashed brilliant form to take fourth in the 100 behind Locke of Nebraska, Hester of Michigan and Sharkey of Miami. He finished third in the 220, following Locke and Sharkey. Within a few days after the meet, Alderman was in the hospital undergoing an operation for a hernia.

  Wrestling: One of the matches in the February 6 loss to Cornell College (Iowa) became the highlight of an ignominious season. That afternoon Ken Landsburg of Deckerville faced the 1924 USA Olympian who was billed as the world’s amateur middleweight champion. To the delight of the home fans, the 158-pound Aggie managed to stay off his back and actually lost in points only by the narrowest of margins. Landsburg’s twin brother was the team’s back-up competitor in the 145-pound class.

  Posting an unimpressive overall three-year record of 2-12, wrestling coach Brick Burhans decided it was time to step aside following the 1926 season. In 1935 he would resurface to become the school’s first boxing coach and then, following a seven-year stint in that capacity, would complete his Spartan years solely in the role of assistant professor within the department of physical education.
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  1920s baseball action at College Field.

  SPARTAN SCRAPBOOK

  ———— HOCKEY COACHES (1925-2011) ————
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  1922 hockey team
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  Harold Paulson (1950-51)
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  Amo Bessone (1951-79)
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  Ron Mason (1980-2002)
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  Rick Comley (2003-11)

  Pictured elsewhere: John Kobs 1925-31BS

  BS see baseball coaches
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  MSC

  1926-1927

  TALES TO TELL

  Upon his entry into the university’s Athletic Hall of Fame in 1993, Fred Alderman responded to the question of his most memorable moment as a Spartan:

  “I consider my best performance was winning the 100-yard and 220-yard sprints in the 1927 NCAA championships at Chicago’s Soldier Field. In the 100, both Anderson of the University of Washington and Hermanson of Northwestern were both ahead of me with only five yards remaining. Coach Young was sitting in the stands at about that point along the course and he was convinced I would be settling for third. Fortunately, they both straightened up at the tape while I leaned in to get the win. My teammate Bohn Grim was a close fourth. The competition in the 220 was not quite as challenging. I coasted the last 50 yards and finished in 21.1 seconds.

  Perhaps my best indoor race was the 300-yard dash at the Illinois relays in February of 1926. It was my best effort for two reasons. First, in the process I defeated Roland Locke of Nebraska, who would win both sprints at the NCAA championships that spring. Secondly, my time of 31.1 tied the world’s indoor record. In recognition, coach Ralph Young later presented me with a miniature gold track shoe with a diamond in the toe. I prize it next to my Olympic gold medal (1,600-meter relay).

  
    HEADLINES of 1927

    • Charles Lindbergh, in his airplane the “Spirit of St. Louis,” becomes the first pilot to fly the Atlantic solo.

    • In the motion picture business, The “Age of the Talkies” arrives with Warner Brothers’ release of The Jazz Singer, starring Al Jolson.

    • Babe Ruth sets the home-run record when he hits 60 for the season.

    • The Holland Tunnel, linking New York and New Jersey, is opened to vehicular traffic.
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  Fred Alderman (center) takes first place and Bohn Grim (far right) places fourth in the 1927 NCAA 100-yard dash.
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  TEAM OF THE YEAR

  By the spring of 1927 coach Ralph Young had assembled one of the most talented groups of track and field athletes ever to represent Michigan State. It was a squad particularly endowed with sprinters: seniors Fred Alderman and Bohn Grim of Sturgis, and sophomores Lyle Henson of Lansing, Forrest Lang of Beaverton, and Bill Kroll of Detroit. The undefeated team was composed of more than sprinters. Harold McAtee of Dundee was a splendid pole vaulter; Ivan Tillotson from Petosky and Paul Smith of Saginaw added points in the weight events; and the veteran Henry Wylie from Sparta teamed with newcomers Roy Severance of Decker and Meredith Clark from Vicksburg to form an intimidating distance trio.

  MAKING HISTORY

  By the fall of 1926 MSC had assembled its most complete athletic staff to date. New additions were Ralph Leonard and Sterry Brown, both of whom had come to East Lansing that September. Leonard, who had most recently coached at Brooklyn Polytechnical Institute, was hired as varsity and freshman coach for wrestling with added responsibilities of reviving boxing and initiating the sports of soccer and lacrosse. Brown, coming from the University of Illinois, would become the new varsity-freshman coach for swimming and diving. The two augmented the staff of Athletic Director Ralph Young (football and track), who was ably assisted by “Mike” Casteel and Barney Traynor, John Kobs (baseball and hockey), Ben VanAlstyne (basketball) and Morton Mason (cross country and assistant in track and field).
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  1927 track and field team. (Front row, left to right) Williams, W. Kroll, H. Wylie. R. Severance, F. Alderman, B. Grim, F. Lang, L. Henson and T. Willmarth. (Midddle row, left to right) P. Smith, H. McAtee, V. Rossman, C. Passink, M. Clark, R. Lord, E. Wareham and R. Olsen. (Back row, left to right) Trainer J. Heppinstall, coach R. Young, I. Tillotson, J. Joachim, D. Davis, B. Diller, A. McCabe, assistant coach Casteel and manager W. Sparling.

  In his annual report of 1926 Ralph Young wrote:

  “Lacrosse, a game which is causing so much favorable comment today and which is highly developed among the colleges of the East and Canada, will be introduced at Michigan State during the spring term. Lacrosse is a combination of basketball and football, and is often said to be the fastest of all team games. If sufficient interest is shown, a game to be played during commencement week will be scheduled with some Canadian team. This will enable the students and alumni to see a real game, and it is predicted lacrosse will win a place in the hearts of all.”

  It would be 43 years before hearts would find a place for lacrosse.

  GREAT STATE DATES

  Football—October 2, 1926 (H): Using an all-sophomore line over a great portion of the game, State struggled a bit before putting the Kalamazoo Hornets aside, 9-0. As for the scoring, it was all Paul Smith, the Saginaw junior. The Spartans’ lone touchdown came in the opening quarter when Smith grabbed a short pass from Rudy Boehringer. He then baffled the defense with his side-stepping and change of pace as he dodged 50 yards into the end zone. Then, in the third period, Paul concluded the day’s scoring with a successful field goal after the Spartans failed to score a TD with possession on the Kazoo four-yard line.

  Basketball—January 8, 1927 (H): Following three straight road losses (Michigan, Chicago and Northwestern), the Spartans returned home for a thrilling win over Marquette. It was the first match-up within the newly formed Central Intercollegiate Conference (Marquette, Notre Dame, Butler and Michigan State). With the Hilltoppers leading 30-28, Monty Hood dribbled the length of the floor and tossed in the tying basket with two seconds remaining. Then, within the five-minute overtime, VanAlstyne’s men outscored the visitors 5-3, for the 35-33 victory.

  Basketball—January 15, 1927 (A): Following the loss to Butler on the night before, the Spartans traveled to Ft. Wayne, where they took the floor against the Maroon and White of Concordia College. The final score, 45-25, would end up being the second highest point total and largest MSC victory margin of the year. Verne Dickeson, with 13, and Carl “Red” Colvin, with 10, were the scoring leaders.

  Wrestling—February 11, 1927 (H): Led by falls from Foster Mohrhard (125 pounds), Billy Haskins (135 pounds) and Allerd Berquist (145 pounds), Coach Leonard’s men completed a rare shutout, 36-0 over Notre Dame. It would be another 59 years before the two schools would again meet on the wrestling mat.

  Wrestling—February 26, 1927 (H): From the time the husky Ohio University crew walked onto the gymnasium floor until the final bout, the record crowd of 1,300 was kept on edge. The excitement of the evening began with the opening match when Frank Gibbs, the MSC flyweight, gained a time advantage victory over his opponent to finish the dual-meet season undefeated. MSC then won three of the next five matches to lead 14-10. Only the heavyweights remained. The Ohio Conference champions needed only a pin for a one-point victory. Fortunately, Fred Barratt, State’s “heavy,” proved to be more powerful than his opponent, and although it took overtime, he gained a decision and State won the meet, 17-10. Jimmy Hasselman had broadcast the entire festivities on WKAR.

  Swimming and Diving—March 4, 1927 (H): The 1927 squad was applauded as the school’s most successful swimming and diving team to date, winning four of seven dual meets. The featured home meet was the season-closing 45-24 victory over Wooster College, in which three varsity records were lowered: the 240-yard freestyle relay, the 180-yard medley relay, and the 100-yard freestyle. The highly staged event was apparently intimidating to the visitors. Years later, a member of that Wooster team shared a memory with his friend, MSC’s Al Ellinger, a member of the MSC team:

  “Our team had endured a 12-hour train ride to get to Lansing only to find a huge tank., 90’x40’, with a crowd of some 500 fans in the stands. The MSC athletic department even had cameras in action taking movies of the swimmers for training purposes. Our lads were very used to a very small pool and rarely did the students come to the meets. I had no idea why we were swimming against a power like Michigan State, but there we were, and a swimming lesson we got.”

  Fencing—March 19, 1927 (H): The final meet of the season, against Michigan, was somewhat of an extravaganza. Both the varsity and freshmen were in competition. Also, interesting side attractions to the afternoon were several exhibition bouts by members of the Detroit Fencing Club. In addition, the college band was on hand to provide music at appropriate times. It all proved to be a fitting close to the season, as both the MSC varsity and freshman teams won their matches by identical scores, 5-4.

  Baseball—May 7, 1927 (A): Yielding only four hits, Albert “Lefty” Tolles handed Notre Dame only its fourth loss of the season, 4-1. Reporting on the pitching performance, The Lansing State Journal writer suggested the “bespectacled Tolles may suffer from astigmatism, but has a very well defined location of the home plate.” Forrest Rinehart scored the game’s first run in the seventh after connecting on a terrific triple to deep right. Earlier the partisan South Bend crowd applauded the junior left fielder in the sixth when he raced to the foul line and speared a sinking fly ball with one hand.

  Baseball—June 1, 1927 (H): Riding the solid performance of their ace pitcher, “Lefty” Tolles, the Spartans topped the University of Michigan, 4-1. The largest home crowd of the spring cheered loudly when third baseman Gail Rowley opened the scoring in the third inning with a two-run homer into the far reaches of center field. Nebelung, the losing pitcher for the U of M, had been a member of the Spartan freshman team before transferring.

  ATHLETE OF THE YEAR

  While in attendance at MSC from 1924-1927, Fred Alderman, a Lansing native, gained national attention as he sprinted to victory in major track and field meets from Texas to New York. He reached the pinnacle of his Spartan career in 1927when he finished first in both the 100-yard and 220-yard dashes at the NCAA championships in Chicago. In doing so he became the school’s first national collegiate champion in any sport. One year after graduation, in 1928, Alderman became Michigan State’s first Olympian as a member of the gold medal 1,600-meter relay team that established a world’s record at Amsterdam. He was a fearless competitor who never backed down. He earned points when needed in races ranging from 100 to 440 yards, plus the broad jump or javelin field events.
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  Fred Alderman

  IN THE SPARTLITE

  Baseball: In summarizing the season, the 1927 team averaged more than eight runs per game, while the opposition made little more than three. The leading hitters were Del Zimmerman .545, Don Fleser .404, Carl Baynes .363, Gail Rowley .310 and Forrest Rinehart .348. A statistic of note: the outfield went through the entire season without committing an error.

  Basketball: Upon defeating MSC 53-16, Butler University administered the most humiliating loss ever on a State basketball team. Although this 1927 edition of Butler basketball was not one of their best, on this evening it seemed that every shot tossed up found its mark.

  Cross Country: Not one member of the 1926 varsity team had competitive experience prior to enrolling at MSC; thus the 0-3 dual-meet season was not unexpected. Yet, that same crew combined for a surprising victory in the inaugural Central Intercollegiate Conference meet. Headed by captain Roy Severance, MSC scored 37 points. They were followed by Marquette 47, Notre Dame 55 and Butler.

  The most excitement generated that fall came from the freshmen team headed by Detroiters Lauren Brown and Ted Willmarth. “Brownie” romped to an easy first- place victory at the state intercollegiates, finishing a full quarter-mile ahead of the field.

  Fencing: A graduate student from Egypt, Josef Waffa, continued as the volunteer coach for four seasons, 1926-1929. Additionally, in September of 1927, he began teaching fencing classes, open to both men and women. A total of 18 co-eds signed up that fall term. The end result was the formation of the Spartan Fencing Club, an organization including both genders that was chartered to promote greater interest in the sport. A series of exhibitions was held in East Lansing People’s Church during the winter term.

  Football: In March of 1926, assistant coach “Tarz” Taylor had “officially” been granted a leave of absence. In reality, Ralph Young had become disenchanted with his assistant, feeling that he fraternized too closely with the players. Taylor did not return to MSC but eventually ended up as a line coach at Marquette. Barney Traynor, former Colgate star of the early 20s and, more recently, line coach at Wisconsin, was hired to replace Taylor. He took immediate control and began by assuming the responsibilities of supervising spring practices.

  Team captain-elect Martin Rummell would sustain injuries from an automobile accident in the summer of 1926 and be lost for the entire season.

  President Kenyon Butterfield was a special guest among the 10,000 spectators for the Cornell-MSC game at Ithaca, N.Y. on October 16. He likely watched the 24-14 loss with mixed emotions. The star of the game was the Big Red quarterback who, on that afternoon, gained more yardage rushing than the entire State offense. That young man was Vic Butterfield, the MSC president’s son.

  Hockey: In a January 28 State News story, a sports writer predicted a bright future for the emerging sport of ice hockey. Little did he know how intuitive he would be:

  “Hockey has been coming to the fore with unheard of rapidity, and the experts agree that it is only a question of time until every town in the northern part of the country will boast a team. The puck-chasing game is without a doubt the fastest of any game.”

  Swimming and Diving: One star of 1927 was Al Ellinger, who became the first Aggie to swim the 100-yard freestyle in less than one minute. Other standouts were Reinold Thomas, winner of the most thrilling race of the season when he defeated the Notre Dame captain and star Jerry Rhodes in the 200-yard breaststroke, and Edward “Red” Cook, who was not graded below a seven in any dive during the dual-meet season.

  Although neither Thomas nor Cook reached the finals, they became the first to represent the school at the NCAA championship meet. “Red” literally fell from contention during the preliminaries when he slipped from the board during one dive.

  A sample of team records established through 1927 included 50-yard freestyle 26.4, 100-yard freestyle 59.8, 100-yard breaststroke 1:25.1, 200-yard breaststroke 3:02.6 and the 150-yard backstroke 1:56.7.

  Tennis: Following a not-too-successful dual meet season (2-7-1), the Spartans hosted the State Intercollegiate tournament. With more than 100 players representing every tennis college in the state except Michigan, three days were needed to complete the pairings. In a major surprise, Merwyn Farleman and captain Ted Hendershott captured the doubles competition for MSC.

  Track and Field: Michigan State emerged from the Illinois Relay Carnival, which attracted entries from 69 schools, as a bona fide contender for Midwest honors. The Spartans captured two first places, tied for another, captured a second in the 1,500-meter run and took a close third in a fast mile relay. Fredy Alderman won the 300-yard crown for the second consecutive year, taking an easy first in 31.6, four-tenths slower than his own world record. Bohn Grim won the 75-yard dash in 7.7 seconds. Harold McAtee, an outstanding sophomore, surprised by tying for first in the pole vault at 12’6”.

  Lyle Henson and Forrest Lang, joined seniors Alderton and Grim to form a speedy half-mile relay team. With Bill Kroll as an alternate, no group of Spartan trackmen had ever collected more honors, as they dashed to victories at the Rice, Texas, Ohio and Pennsylvania relays. In addition, these speedsters won the quarter-mile trophy at the Rice and Texas relays. They were second in the mile relay at Ohio, and won the college division of that four-lap event in the Penn Relays. They gathered more than 30 gold and silver wristwatches, in addition to an impressive array of trophies, medals and ribbons.

  Captain Alderman added to his laurels in the IC4A meet at Philadelphia when he displayed his versatility with a brilliant victory in the quarter-mile race. Although it was his first intercollegiate appearance at that distance, his time of 48.3 would prove to be two-tenths faster than the winning time of that spring’s NCAA championship meet.

  In addition to smashing school standards in the 440-yard relay, the 880-yard relay and the mile relay, six other individual records were bettered by the 1927 track and field team. Alderman graduated with new records in the 100 (9.6), 220 (20.5) and 440 (48.3). McAtee raised the pole vault mark to 13’ 3-5/8”. Smith bettered the shot put record with a heave of 43’ 10-3/8”, and Joe Joachim established a new mark in the javelin at 161’ 6-5/8”.

  Wrestling: By padding the walls with protective mats, the room in the gymnasium formerly known as the visiting team room was turned over to the varsity. Lockers were in place and a series of pulley ropes, designed by the new coach, Ralph Leonard, were installed for strengthening back muscles. The former varsity wrestling room was made available for the freshmen.
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  From left to right, Michigan State track stars Bill Kroll, Fred Alderman, Bohn Grim, Lyle Henson, and Forrest Lang pose with their many honors.
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  MSC

  1927-1928

  TALES TO TELL

  John Caruso (BS 27,28), from an interview at his home in Vero Beach, Fla., during the summer of 1995:

  “Back then we played because we loved to play the game of baseball. We had no vision of getting into the big leagues. It was an honor to win a letter. That was the important thing, winning a letter. We proudly wore our ‘S’ sweaters around campus, and we also wore hats with an ‘S’ on them.

  As far as financial assistance, it would be in the form of a job someplace. I recall working on field trips for the agricultural department and also working for Jack Heppinstall in the training room.

  We began our practices in February with workouts in the livestock arena [located south of the International Center and razed in 1997]. The lighting was bad there, and of course we gained no experience handling balls hit into the air. In the second game of the 1928 southern trip, we were at Ft. Benning, and I was having all sorts of problems judging some high pop ups (as the catcher). After about the third one, our pitcher, Lefty Tolles, comes off of the mound and says, ‘Wait a minute, let me get you an umbrella before you kill yourself.’”

  
    HEADLINES of 1928

    • Sir Alexander Fleming, an English bacteriologist, discovers penicillin.

    • The public first meets Mickey Mouse in Walt Disney’s cartoon, “Steamboat Willie,” the first animated film to use sound.

    • Jerome Kern and Oscar Hammerstein write the score for Showboat, which includes the song “Ol’ Man River.”

    • The first coast-to-coast bus service is offered by the Yellow Bus Line. The trip from Los Angeles to New York City takes five days and 14 hours.

  

  TEAM OF THE YEAR

  All members of the undefeated cross country team of 1927 were awarded major varsity “S” letters. This was unprecedented. In the past, only occasional outstanding individuals of minor sports would be singled out for the honor. Led by Lauren Brown and Elmer Roossien, the squads of 1928 and 1929 also went undefeated.
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  MAKING HISTORY

  The football goalposts, which had previously been on the goal line, were moved ten yards onto the back line of the end zone where they have remained ever since.

  For the first time, a postseason basketball honor team was chosen. The Central Intercollegiate Conference (Notre Dame, Marquette, Butler and MSC) first team selections included Verne Dickeson at left forward. Carl Felt was selected as the second team center with Ken Drew gaining honorable mention.

  Marking a new era in intercollegiate wrestling, the first NCAA championships were conducted on March 30-31, 1928, at Iowa State College in Ames. Although individuals were crowned in seven weight classes, no team title would be awarded until 1929.
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  1927 cross country team. (Below, left to right) Coach M. Mason, I. Crow, F. Roberts, captain H. Wylie, E. Roossien, T. Willmarth, L. Brown and manager A. Carlson. L. Dowd is missing from the photo.

  GREAT STATE DAYS

  Football—October 1, 1927 (H): Coach Young was in an experimental mood when the Spartans engaged Ohio University in the second game of the season. He started three first-year men in the backfield along with captain Paul Smith. Henry Schau was at fullback, Harold Wilson at one halfback position and Verne Dickeson at the other. This foursome’s performance was impressive, as they accounted for three touchdowns in the opening quarter and a fourth in the third period. It took only three minutes to score the first time as Schau went over from the one-yard line. Although Smith was credited with the second touchdown, Wilson contributed most of the yardage leading to the score. The third and fourth TDs were the result of Schau-to-Dickeson passes. One telling statistic confirms the futility of the Bobcat offense. They connected on only 14-of-40 passes with eight being intercepted.

  Cross Country—November 5, 1927 (A): Led by the 1-2 finish of Lauren Brown and Elmer Roossien, the Spartans topped the favored U of M, 20-35. “Brownie’s” winning time of 25:31.7 was the year’s fastest time over five miles and it broke the Ann Arbor course record of 25:59.7 established by Phelps of Iowa in winning the 1924 conference run. Brown finished 150 yards ahead of his teammate, Roossien, who in turn was a safe margin over the fastest Michigan finisher. Other MSC finishers were Ted Willmarth (fifth), Henry Wylie (sixth), Floyd Roberts (seventh) and Irvin Crow (eighth).

OEBPS/Images/152-3.jpg





OEBPS/Images/40-2.jpg





OEBPS/Images/58-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/152-2.jpg





OEBPS/Images/40-1.jpg
SCOREBOARD

Baseball (1905-09) 28 1592
Track (1905-09) 2 0 867
Football (1904-08) 7 5 739
Basketball (1905-09) 7 0 764
Tennis (1909 only) 0 0 1.000






OEBPS/Images/152-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/151-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/149-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/57-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/146-2.jpg





OEBPS/Images/146-1.jpg
SCOREBOARD

Baseball 13 F
Track and Field 2 3
Football 3 3
Basketball 5 13
Tennis 9 5
Cross Co 1 2
Swimming and Diving 2 4
Wiestling 0o s
Hockey 0o 4
Fencing 1 0






OEBPS/Images/144-7.jpg





OEBPS/Images/144-6.jpg





OEBPS/Images/144-5.jpg





OEBPS/Images/144-4.jpg





OEBPS/Images/26-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/28-1.jpg
SCOREBOARD

W L T A
Baschall (1893-99) 28 33 1
Track (1898) 2 0 1
Football (1896-99) 1 1 3
Basketball (1898-99) 0 2 0






OEBPS/Images/160-2.jpg





OEBPS/Images/160-1.jpg
SCOREBOARD

Baseball 1 7 0
Track and Field 2 2 0
Football 4 5 0
Basketball 1 4 0
Tennis 5 2 0
Cross Country 3 0 0
Swimming and Diving no team, pool unav
Wiestling 4 2 0
Hockey 3 30
Fencing 2 3 0
Golf 6 2 0






OEBPS/Images/158-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/156-1.jpg





OEBPS/Fonts/MinionPro-Regular.otf


OEBPS/Images/154-2.jpg





OEBPS/Images/154-1.jpg
SCOREBOARD

W L T Ag
Baseball B8 0
Track and Field i 0 0
Football Bl 4 1
Basketball 7 11 0
Tennis 2 7 1
Cross Country o3 0
4 3 0
43 0
o3 0
Fencing 2 2 o






OEBPS/Images/153-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/27-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/152-5.jpg





OEBPS/Images/152-4.jpg





OEBPS/Images/101-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/29-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/43-1.jpg
Rt |





OEBPS/Images/104-1.jpg
SCOREBOARD

Bascball i 9 0
Track and Field 11 0
Football 4 3 0
Basketball 9 9 0
‘Tennis 3 2 1

Cross Country fo team






OEBPS/Images/104-2.jpg





OEBPS/Images/92-2.jpg





OEBPS/Images/52-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/92-1.jpg
SCOREBOARD

W L T Ag
Baschall 6 5 0 545
Track and Field o 1 0 000
Football i 2 1 643
Basketball 15 0 688
Tennis no team

Cross Country 0o 0 0 000






OEBPS/Images/83-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/91-1.jpg





OEBPS/Fonts/MinionPro-It.otf


OEBPS/Images/110-1.jpg
SCOREBOARD

W L T Awg
Baseball 6 9 0

Track and Field 2 4 0
Football 4 4 1
Basketball 21 15 0

Tennis i 0

Cross Country

no dual meets






OEBPS/Images/110-2.jpg





OEBPS/Fonts/MinionPro-Bold.otf


OEBPS/Images/126-1.jpg
"SA//N/I)/ B






OEBPS/Images/124-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/94-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/36-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/23-1.jpg
GAME OF JUNE 14, 1884

Lansing Nine
Name pos B R s i o A

Vance » 5 0 0 0 1 15 2
Welch 1b. 5 0 0 0 5] [ 4
Hincbauch 3b. 4 0 1 1 4 0 4
Sage : 4 1 1 1 9 3 2
Lawson of. 4 2 3 3 0 0 1
Ross p 4 0 0 0 0 4 0
Gammon 2b, 3 0 1 1 0 1 0
Mathews i 4 0 0 0 0 [ 1
McColloch 1 4 0 0 0 0 0 0
Touls 7 3 6 3 7 EE
University Nine

Name pos B R 5 L ro A 3
Walker 3b. 5 4 4 5 4 2 2
Weatherwax 2b, 5 1 2 3 1 2 2
MeMilan . 5 1 0 0 1 1 0
Condon 1 5 1 1 1 0 0 0
Hibbard P 5 1 0 0 2 8 2
Payne i 5 0 1 1 0 0 0
Palmer 1b. 5 0 0 0 14 1 1
Bast of. 4 2 1 1 0 1 0
Smith . 5 3 2 2 4 6 1
Touls 4“4 13 1 13 2% 21 8
Earned Runs—University % College 1. e base on errors—U. 9; C. 6. Fit base on called balb—U. 2; C. 1. Toul called

ball—U. 44; C. 83 Struck out—U. 9 C. 5. Toul stikes—U. 36; . 56. Lef on bascs—U.
. Double lor—U. . 1. P bul—U. 1. Wi picherU. 1:C. 2 Fiscughe—U. 3
of game, o hours and fifcen minutes. Welch out on being hit with bated ball

C. 6. Tiwo base hie—U. 2;C.
1. Fouls caught—U. 2; C.






OEBPS/Images/68-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/96-4.jpg





OEBPS/Images/96-3.jpg





OEBPS/Images/96-2.jpg





OEBPS/Images/96-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/cover.jpg
RHISTORY 0 FIH

MICHIGAN STATE MEN'S D;
nTHlETII: PHHEHAM v
JAEKSEIHI]LI] -






OEBPS/Images/132-8.jpg





OEBPS/Images/38-5.jpg





OEBPS/Images/55-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/132-7.jpg





OEBPS/Images/38-4.jpg





OEBPS/Images/132-6.jpg





OEBPS/Images/38-3.jpg





OEBPS/Images/38-2.jpg





OEBPS/Images/70-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/38-12.jpg





OEBPS/Images/96-8.jpg





OEBPS/Images/96-7.jpg





OEBPS/Images/96-6.jpg





OEBPS/Images/96-5.jpg





OEBPS/Images/132-5.jpg





OEBPS/Images/132-4.jpg





OEBPS/Images/132-3.jpg





OEBPS/Images/25-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/38-11.jpg





OEBPS/Images/132-2.jpg





OEBPS/Images/38-10.jpg





OEBPS/Images/111-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/132-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/38-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/54-2.jpg





OEBPS/Images/130-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/54-1.jpg
SCOREBOARD

w L Avg
Baschall noos
Track and Field o 0
Football 6 1
Basketball 59
Tennis 2 2
Cross Country T






OEBPS/Images/128-1.jpg
SCOREBOARD

=

Baseball 14
Track and Field 1
Football 3
Basketball 10
Tennis 2
Cross Co 1
Swimm 1

1

2

ol D

Westling
Hockey

@ e

bW oo

cococo~omoo






OEBPS/Images/127-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/144-3.jpg





OEBPS/Images/144-2.jpg





OEBPS/Images/144-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/142-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/140-2.jpg





OEBPS/Images/140-1.jpg
SCOREBOARD

=

Baseball

Track and Field
Football

Basketball

Tennis

Cross Country
Swimming and Diving.
Wiestling

Hockey

Fencing

coNN &AW~ v

[N R TV

cococococococoo~






OEBPS/Images/138-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/136-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/38-9.jpg





OEBPS/Images/134-2.jpg
I facnig,
b






OEBPS/Images/38-8.jpg





OEBPS/Images/134-1.jpg
SCOREBOARD

W L T Ag
Baschall 6 7 0
Track and Field 2 3 o0
Football 3 s 0
Basketball 10 10 o
Tennis 1 2 o
Cross Country 0 2 0
Swimming and Di i 0
Westling 30






OEBPS/Images/38-7.jpg





OEBPS/Images/132-9.jpg





OEBPS/Images/38-6.jpg





OEBPS/Images/108-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/116-2.jpg





OEBPS/Images/116-1.jpg
SCOREBOARD

W L T Ag

Baseball 6 8 0 429
Track and Field 3 1 0 750
Football 4 6 0 .400
Basketball 13 8 0 619
Tennis 3 4 0 429
Cross Country 1 0 0 1.000






OEBPS/Fonts/MinionPro-BoldIt.otf


OEBPS/Images/78-7.jpg





OEBPS/Images/78-6.jpg





OEBPS/Images/122-2.jpg





OEBPS/Images/122-1.jpg
SCOREBOARD

W L T Ag
Baseball 8 9 0 471
Track and Field 4 1 0 .800
Football 3 5 0 375
Basketball mnoo13 0 458
Tennis 3 2 2 571
Cross Country 1 0 0 1.000
Swimming and Diving 0 5 0

Westling 1 30

Hockey 0 3 0






OEBPS/Images/120-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/118-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/84-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/78-4.jpg





OEBPS/Images/78-3.jpg





OEBPS/Images/78-2.jpg





OEBPS/Images/78-13.jpg





OEBPS/Images/78-12.jpg





OEBPS/Images/78-11.jpg





OEBPS/Images/78-10.jpg





OEBPS/Images/78-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/45-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/62-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/78-5.jpg





OEBPS/Images/64-3.jpg





OEBPS/Images/98-2.jpg





OEBPS/Images/64-2.jpg





OEBPS/Images/98-1.jpg
SCOREBOARD

W L T Ag
Baseball 7 5 0 583
Track and Field 0 1 0 .000
Football 0 9 0 .000
Basketball 6 10 0 375
Tennis 1 0 1 50

Cross Country

no dual meets






OEBPS/Images/86-2.jpg





OEBPS/Images/86-1.jpg
SCOREBOARD

W L T Ag
Baschall o4 0

Track and Field 11 0
Football 5 1 0
Basketball 8 8 0

Tennis 8 2 1

Cross Country-

dual meets o 0 0 .000






OEBPS/Images/64-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/46-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/78-9.jpg





OEBPS/Images/78-8.jpg





OEBPS/Images/47-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/64-10.jpg





OEBPS/Images/img.jpg





OEBPS/Images/title.jpg
SPARTAN SPORTS

ENCYCLOPEDIA

Second Edition

A History of the Michigan State Men’s Athletic Program

JACK SEIBOLD
with Richard Kincaide and Andrea Nelson





OEBPS/Images/87-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/half.jpg
SPARTAN SPORTS

ENCYCLOPEDIA

Second Edition





OEBPS/Images/48-2.jpg





OEBPS/Images/64-9.jpg





OEBPS/Images/48-1.jpg
SCOREBOARD

W L T Ag

Baseball 8 6 0 571
Track and Field 1 0 0 1.000
Football 8 1 0 889
Basketball 10 5 0 .667
Tennis 1 1 1 .500

Cross Country no dual meets






OEBPS/Images/64-8.jpg





OEBPS/Images/80-2.jpg





OEBPS/Images/64-7.jpg





OEBPS/Images/80-1.jpg
SCOREBOARD

W L T Ag
Baschall 8 6 0
Track and Field 11 0
Football 5 2 0
Basketball 7 9 0
Tennis 5 o 0 1000

Cross Country fo team






OEBPS/Images/32-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/64-6.jpg
ﬂ





OEBPS/Images/64-5.jpg
\@\Vm





OEBPS/Images/64-4.jpg





OEBPS/Images/90-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/9-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/66-2.jpg





OEBPS/Images/100-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/100-2.jpg





OEBPS/Images/50-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/66-1.jpg
SCOREBOARD

W

Baschall

Track and Field
Football
Basketball
Tennis

Cross Country

—-—— =






OEBPS/Images/34-2.jpg





OEBPS/Images/34-1.jpg
SCOREBOARD

w L T Ag
Baseball (1900-04) 26 30 0
Track (1902-04) 5 0 o0
Football (1899-1903) 16 17 3
Basketball (1899-1904) 21 7 0






OEBPS/Images/81-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/88-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/114-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/113-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/102-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/72-2.jpg





OEBPS/Images/72-1.jpg
SCOREBOARD

W oL T A
Baseball 12 5 o
Track and Field 11 0
Football 7 0 0
Basketball 8 4 0
Tennis 1 1 1
Cross Country no team






OEBPS/Images/112-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/73-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/74-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/22-2.jpg





OEBPS/Images/22-1.jpg
SCOREBOARD

W L T Ag
Baseball (1884-93) 43 32 0 573
Track (1886-91) 0 0 1 500






OEBPS/Images/74-2.jpg





OEBPS/Images/106-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/76-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/60-2.jpg





OEBPS/Images/77-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/60-1.jpg
SCOREBOARD

W L T Ag
Baschall 0 3 0 76
Track and Field o 1 0 000
Football 5 10 833
Basketball 12 3 0 80
Tennis record not available

Cross Country 0o 0 0 000






