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NOTE TO READERS


All activities in this book should be performed with adult supervision. Common sense and care are essential to the conduct of any and all activities described in this book. Neither the author nor the publisher assumes responsibility for any loss, damages, or injuries that may occur, and the author and publisher hereby expressly disclaim responsibility for any loss, damages, or injuries, however caused. Neither the author nor the publisher endorses any of the products, tools, or services referred to in this book or assumes any responsibility for use of any such products, tools, or services. All trademarks of products are property of their respective owners. Be sure to read and follow all instructions and warnings that accompany any products, tools, or services referred to in this book. Due to differing conditions, materials, and skill levels, the author and publisher disclaim any liability for unsatisfactory results. Nothing in this book is intended as an express or implied warranty of suitability or fitness of any product, tool, service, or design.
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This book is dedicated to all the people who think they aren’t talented or crafty. . . . I promise you that if you just look, you’ll find that you are.






INTRODUCTION


My good friend Nadia (one of the craftiest people I know and a total inspiration to me) told me something one day while I was in the process of writing this book. She said, “Make sure your crafts are home worthy.” At first the statement seemed simple, but then I began to think about how important it is and what it means. Anyone can paint a chicken on a ceramic pitcher, but does that mean it’s worthy of your home? Does that mean it’s something you created that is worthy enough to show off? Does it reflect who you are and express your personality? I hope that what you find in this book inspires you to make crafts that are beautiful, functional, fun, and—most important—home worthy. I happened to be moving into a new home as I was writing this book, and I had endless space to fill, walls to decorate, windows to dress up, and lighting fixtures to play with. It was a blank canvas, and my goal was to fill it with home-worthy creations. While you probably won’t devote an entire year to making enough craft projects to fill your house, that’s just what I did. Here is the result.


Take your time, have a blast, enjoy the process, and feel free to let me know how it turns out. I’m always available at markmontanonyc@aol.com, and I love hearing about successful crafting adventures!




TWO IMPORTANT THINGS TO REMEMBER AS YOU EMBARK ON YOUR YOUR CRAFTING JOURNEY: Newspaper is crucial! Always have a stack on hand to cover your workspace. It will make cleanup a breeze and ensure that you don’t get paint and glue on your tables and floors. And remember to always use safety glasses or goggles to protect your eyes when using power tools.
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ARTSY FARTSY





Be warned, my friends. If you make any of the projects in this book, you will be labeled by your friends and family as “artsy fartsy.” If you can deal with it, then you are good to go. If you cannot deal with it, well, then close the book and take up tap dancing. (But then you will just be known as that nutty tap dancer from down the street.) I don’t think there is anything wrong with being called “artsy,” but the fartsy part I can do without.


If, like me, you’re able to embrace your artsy side, you’ll probably agree that there is nothing sadder than a bare wall or an empty table. The following projects can be used as a remedy for those sad surfaces. Go crazy and go BIG! Use your imagination and have a blast. Embrace your artsy fartsy self. Who cares what people say, anyway?






ANTIQUE COLOR-COPIED PRINTS


Make new, inexpensive art look ancient and amazing! When I go to museums, I am always fascinated with how beautifully worn the sketches are. The yellowed edges, the watermarks, the stained paper—they each seem to have such a history. Somehow the passing of time has made them look even better. So I began to wonder how I could duplicate this effect to make some of the images that I like to color-copy and frame look aged. This is what I came up with.
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YOU’LL NEED:


• Pot of very strong coffee or tea (best if left out for a day or two)


• Tray large enough for your artwork to lie flat on and not overlap itself (Try a cookie sheet if it’s in good shape—not rusty or warped.)


• 4 or more paperweights; smooth rocks or unopened cans will do (I like rocks. They’re free!)


• Color copies of anything you want to antique (I like old fashion plates, which I find in Dover Books—you can go to any local bookstore, though—and even some of my own pencil sketches from my life drawing class in college.)


• Spray bottle




OPTIONAL: A place outside in the sun in the middle of a hot day








HERE’S HOW:


1. Pour your coffee or tea into the tray.
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2. Dip your color copies into the coffee/tea quickly, making sure it gets wet but not so soggy that it could tear. (Paper can get weak and fall apart, so you have to work fast and set it aside.)
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3. Lay the wet artwork flat on the newspaper.


[image: Image]


4. Place some small weights on the corners of your project. This will keep the edges from curling up as the paper dries.




DON’T WORRY: If puddles of coffee or tea form in places on the artwork. That only helps enhance the overall effect of the process.





5. When the artwork is dry, if it’s not as antique-looking as you’d like, you may want to spray some more coffee/tea on it by using your spray bottle and letting it dry again. You can repeat this process, depending on how worn you’d like the piece to look.


6. Once you get the effect you want and the artwork is completely dry, flatten it further by putting it between some books or magazines before you frame it. (If the paper is wrinkled or wavy, it won’t look authentic!)



SUBSCRIPTION-CARD ARTWORK


You know how annoying it is to open a magazine and have to rip out all of the subscription postcards? I just hate it. I also hate when they fall out as I’m reading. So I figured out a way to use them as art, and now when I open a magazine, I’m always happy to see them. A positive side effect of crafting is that if you can take just a few things that annoy you and make them into something beautiful, you’ll be a lot happier. Trust me on this!
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YOU’LL NEED:


• Subscription postcards from a magazine


• Tempera paints in dark colors, like blue, gray, green, red, and deep orange


• Blue painter’s tape


• 1"-wide, flat art brush


• Rubber stamps of things, like birds, leaves, trees, and faces (or anything else you want)


• Embossing powder in gold or silver


• Embossing heat gun (or hair dryer if you don’t have one)


• Embossing stamp pad





HERE’S HOW:


1. Place tape on the edges of your subscription card, covering ¼" all the way around.
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2. With your art brush, fill in the area inside the tape with the tempera paint. (You should use one color.)
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DON’T WORRY: If you can see printing underneath. It’s part of the art!





3. When the paint dries, ink your rubber stamp with the embossing ink pad and press firmly onto the painted area, making sure to center the image.
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4. Sprinkle the gold or silver embossing powder while the ink is still wet. (You will see the particles stick to the stamp’s design.)


5. Set the embossing powder with your heat gun or hair dryer.
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DON’T WORRY: If your paper warps. Just press it overnight in between some books.





6. Remove the tape and place your card in a simple frame, and you’ve got some great art!
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DRAG ART


This project could not be simpler, and it always turns out beautifully. There is no right or wrong way to do this craft, so have fun, and if you don’t like what you’ve created, simply keep draggin’ paint onto your canvas until you do.
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YOU’LL NEED:


• Canvas in the size of your choice


• A couple of 2" × 12" strips of sturdy cardboard


• Acrylic paints in any colors




HINT: Try colors that match, like different blues with greens, or reds with oranges that have hints of yellow.





• Rubber gloves





HERE’S HOW:


1. Squirt blobs of each paint color along the entire top of your canvas. Dribble some farther down on your canvas as well.


[image: Image]


2. With your cardboard strip pressed firmly against the top of the canvas, drag the paint down the entire canvas, making sure to cover all the areas of the canvas with the paint. It’s a smearing action, and you will see your modern art piece emerge before your eyes.
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SUGGESTION: Be generous with the paint, and even overlap some of the colors, so that when you drag it down, they’ll blend together. The thicker the paint, the cooler it looks.







DON’T WORRY: If you miss a spot; you can always fill it in when it’s dry.





3. Now it’s time to frame your art and hang it up. That was easy, wasn’t it?



KID ART


Nothing makes me happier than a wall of original art done by my nieces and nephews. For this project, just toss some cookies in the oven and break out the art supplies for an afternoon. This particular masterpiece was drawn by Anais Hernandez, age ten. It is of my friend (her uncle) Cristian. I think the likeness is amazing, and everyone who has seen this drawing knows exactly who it is of!
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YOU’LL NEED:


• Kids, preferably nieces and nephews. If you don’t have your own, borrow some!


• Art supplies like crayons, markers, and pastels


• Large sketchpads (Strathmore makes wonderful quality pads in sizes as large as 18" × 24"!)


• Premade cookie dough


• Frames or framing place





HERE’S HOW:


1. Put the cookies in the oven, and clear off the living room floor so everyone has plenty of room to spread out.


2. Challenge each child to draw you or one another, making sure they center their art and have lots of white space around each figure.


3. Be sure you let them know how talented they are.


4. Frame your masterpieces and display them proudly.



SILHOUETTES


Silhouette-like images can be found among cave paintings and on ancient Greek vases. The term and what most people think of as silhouettes originated in early eighteenth-century Europe. The first silhouettes were painted images, taken from a subject’s shadow and reduced in size. Now you can create them with a camera and some black spray paint! What took hours and hours a hundred years ago can literally take twenty minutes today . . . if you’re quick.
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YOU’LL NEED:


• Black spray paint (high gloss or matte; it’s up to you)


• Camera (regular or digital; both will work)


• Scissors good for making very small cuts





HERE’S HOW:


1. Take profile photos of your friends and family. (I like to use digital because you can print out the image at any size you like.) These are my friends Melanie and Russ.


2. Once you have taken your photos and printed/developed them, carefully cut around the image.


3. Once your image is cut out, coat it with black spray paint and let dry.


4. Set in any sort of frame that you like. I mounted mine on plain white paper with book-page matting. (I like the way the black letters pick up the black of the silhouettes.)




HINT: Make sure to cut out every detail, like eyelashes, messy hair, an Adam’s apple, and eyeglasses. The details are what make the silhouette realistic.






ART SWITCH PLATES


Sometimes it’s hard to find the light switch in a room when it’s painted the same color as the wall. I gotta tell you, this drives me nuts! I didn’t want this to happen in my house, so I decided to make each light-switch plate a mini piece of art. When I get tired of a design, I just switch it out. Light-switch plates are inexpensive and incredibly easy to replace.
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YOU’LL NEED:


• Images to apply to your light switch (Try using a color copy of a cool greeting or postcard. Even some great wrapping paper would work for this project. There are tons of decorative papers available at Michaels, an arts and crafts store.)


• Krylon Spray Adhesive


• Elmer’s glue


• 1"-wide paintbrush


• Scissors


• Very sharp craft knife, so that you can make intricate cuts


• Krylon Acrylic Crystal Clear


• Sharpened pencil




OPTIONAL: Metallic gold paint








HERE’S HOW:


1. Cut your images to the size of the light-switch plate.




NOTE: You can use any image you like, as long as you remember that there will be a square cut out for the light switch (right in the center). So, if you are using an image of a face, take care to lay out the image so that it’s not disturbed by the screws or the switch.





2. From each corner of your image, cut in about ⅜", at a diagonal toward the center, so that the corners lie flat over the curved edges of the light-switch plate.


3. Spray the back of the image with your spray adhesive.


4. Apply the image to the face of the light-switch plate, making sure the sides are sticking to the plate.


5. Working from the back side of the plate, use your craft knife to cut an X in the rectangle where the actual switch will go. (This will make four tiny triangles.)


6. Spread a light coating of Elmer’s glue on the triangles and fold them in, front to back, to adhere them to the back of the plate.


7. Now, working from the front of the project, hold your plate up to the light, so you can see through the image, and carefully cut a small X over each of the screw holes (again creating tiny triangles).


8. Push your sharpened pencil through the holes, so that the triangles remain inside the screw holes.


9. Spray the surface of the plate with Krylon Acrylic Crystal Clear at least three times, waiting for the coat to dry at least ten minutes between each application. (Remember, light-switch plates get used a lot, so you want to protect your masterpiece!)


10. Mount on your wall and light up your life.


FOR THE GOLD LIGHT-SWITCH PLATE:


1. Cover the plate with metallic gold paint, and let it dry.


2. Cut out your image and apply it by using spray mount or by applying Elmer’s glue to the back of the image.


3. Spray the surface of the plate with Krylon Acrylic Crystal Clear at least three times, waiting for the coat to dry at least ten minutes between each application.



3-D PHOTO


This is a 3-D photo of my friend Rich and Gus the Wonder Dog. The 3-D effect makes it seem like Gus is about to jump out of the frame for a game of fetch!


[image: Image]




YOU’LL NEED:


• Shadow box (mine was 5" × 7")


• 4 duplicates of a 5" × 7" photo (If you only have one photo, you can take it to a copy shop and have it color-copied four times on card stock.)


• Scissors


• 1 sheet of ½"-thick Styrofoam


• Craft knife or the Styro Wonder Cutter Plus (I prefer the Styro Cutter as it’s the easiest tool I’ve ever used for cutting, and it’s precise.)


• Krylon Spray Adhesive


• Elmer’s glue





HERE’S HOW:


1. Take a good look at your photo and decide which parts are going to be raised in your 3-D project.




HINT: When you look at a photo of a group of people, the ones in the front should be raised the most, the people in the back would be raised less, the trees and bushes even less, and the sky and clouds not at all.





2. From a copy of your photo, cut out the items that will be raised the most. This will be your top layer.


3. Using a second copy of your photo, cut out the images that will be your next layer. (Trust me, it sounds confusing, but it will make sense once you start doing it.)


4. Now cut out what will be your final raised layer from your third photo. You have one untouched photo left. That will be your background image on which you will apply the three layers.


5. Lay out all of your images on the Styrofoam and trace around each image. Set aside your cutouts.


6. With your craft knife or Styro Wonder Cutter Plus, cut out your shapes from the Styrofoam.




SUGGESTION: Cut out your shapes just a bit smaller than the traced area, so that you don’t see the Styrofoam peeking out when you put your project together.





7. Adhere your images to the Styrofoam shapes with your spray adhesive.


8. Start putting your shapes on top of one another. With Elmer’s glue, glue the top layer to the second layer, the second to the third (make sure the glue is dry between each piece before gluing to the next piece), then the whole piece to the bottom layer (the untouched photo).


9. Frame your 3-D photo in a shadow box and hang for your enjoyment!



BRONZE BABY SCULPTURE


Creepy? Maybe a little. But it’s more than just a scary bronze baby. It’s a way to make something simple look like a work of art. Take this technique and use it on any interesting object you find just lying around the house. I think you will find it’s an amazing way to make something look like a million bucks.
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YOU’LL NEED:


• Cheap plastic baby doll (I got mine at a 99¢ store)


• Round lid from a jar (It should be big enough to fit your doll’s feet.)


• Elmer’s glue


• Household Goop glue


• Spray paint, in each color: dark brown, silver metallic, and gold metallic


• Spray bottle filled with water





HERE’S HOW:


1. Glue the doll to the top of the lid with the Household Goop glue so that it stands on its own.


2. When the Household Goop is dry, drip Elmer’s glue onto the doll and smear it around so the doll looks like it’s sculpted.


3. After the Elmer’s glue is dry, spray the entire sculpture with the dark brown spray paint.


4. Wait about five minutes for the paint to dry, then spray the sculpture with water. While it’s still wet, spray it with the silver metallic spray paint.


5. After the paint has dried, spray it with water again, and then coat it with gold metallic paint until you get the bronze effect.


6. Let the paint dry and place it artfully in your home.



RANDOM-CUT PAPER MASKS


There truly are no rules for this project. It’s about enjoying yourself and coming up with something that you like. Keep this one between us, though, since my friends think these are masks from an extinct Siamese wandering tribe. Sadly, people who are less crafty than we are will believe anything!
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YOU’LL NEED:


• Large piece of paper to use as your background


• Paper in contrasting colors, at least 8½" × 11"


• Scissors


• Glue stick


• Frames




OPTIONAL: I surrounded a basic wooden frame with wooden clothespins glued around the edges. For my larger masks, I just used poster frames but still got a great effect. You decide what works best for you.








HERE’S HOW:


1. Fold one sheet of colored paper to one quarter its original size by folding it in half from top to bottom, then folding it in half again from left to right.


2. Draw swirls and squiggles on one side of your folded paper.


3. Carefully cut out around the shapes, using them as a guide but not following them perfectly. (It’s just a way to guide your scissors in different directions, to get an interesting shape when you unfold the paper.)


4. Cut out a face pattern from another sheet of colored paper. (I dig the pointy ears on mine.)


5. Glue the face to your background paper.


6. Apply your unfolded crazy-cut paper above the face, so it looks like a hat.


7. Frame your mask and enjoy.



DAVID HOCKNEY PHOTO COLLAGE


Many art historians believe that Pablo Picasso invented what we refer to as “collage.” He was one of the first artists to use collage in his work by pasting pieces of painted canvas to other canvases. However, I believe that collage was inevitable ever since the Chinese invented paper around A.D. 105–107. It appears in twelfth-century Japanese art, as a background for calligraphy, and it spread like wildfire all over the world from there.


David Hockney used photographs for his collages in a way that has inspired artists all over the world. Today, with the use of digital photography and computers, and the ability to print photos at home, a photo collage is a wonderful way to spend the day creating personalized art.
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YOU’LL NEED:


• Photo that you can manipulate in a photo program on your computer


• 3" × 4" photo paper


• Large sheet of paper to mount your work on


• Glue stick


• Scissors


• Computer printer


OR (IF YOU DO NOT HAVE A COMPUTER):


• Disposable 35-mm camera with at least 36 exposures


• Large sheet of paper to mount your work on


• Glue stick


• Scissors





HERE’S HOW TO MAKE THE COLLAGE USING A COMPUTER:


1. On your computer, duplicate the photo you want to use about fifteen times.


2. Crop a small portion of your image from each photo until you have captured each section of the picture in a different photo.




FOR EXAMPLE: If you are making a collage of a face, section off the hair, the left eye, the right eye, the nose, the chin, and so on until all of the image is represented collectively in your cropped photos.





3. Print out your photos.


4. Artfully arrange your photos on a large piece of paper so you can see what it might look like when it’s framed.




SUGGESTION: Overlap some of the photos, extend an arm, make someone have three eyes to make it interesting. You’ll be surprised at how your art will evolve.





5. Carefully glue the images to one another with the glue stick, being careful not to mess up your layout.


6. Mount on the piece of paper and frame.


HERE’S HOW TO MAKE THE COLLAGE USING A DISPOSABLE CAMERA:


1. Pick your subject. I like to photograph friends with a natural background during a beautiful, sunny day.


2. Stand far enough away that you can photograph a good amount of the background of your subject.


3. Starting at the upper left-hand side of your subject, photograph each part of him/her, subtly moving the camera from left to right, taking photos as you move along, until the entire subject has been photographed in sections.


4. Take your disposable camera to get developed.


5. See steps 4–6 in “Here’s How to Make the Collage Using a Computer” above on how to assemble your collage.



3-D BLOSSOM BOX/ORIGAMI FLOWERS


If you’ve ever been in a room with small windows or no windows at all, then you can see how 3-D floral projects can come in handy. They’re perfect for a cubicle or a drab office because they are flower arrangements that never have to be watered, and they give the feel of being outdoors.
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YOU’LL NEED:


FOR THE 3-D BLOSSOM BOX:


• Shadow box frame


• Twigs


• Hot-glue gun


• Paper on which to mount your flowers


• Elmer’s glue


• Scissors


• Glitter glue in gold and pink


• Green, yellow, and pink construction paper or cardstock


• Krylon Spray Adhesive


FOR THE 3-D ORIGAMI FLOWERS:


• Box frame with ½" depth


• Pages from an old book


• Box of long ball-point straight pins


• Scissors


• Paper on which to mount your flowers


• Small black buttons (one for each flower)


• Elmer’s glue





HERE’S HOW:


FOR THE 3-D BLOSSOM BOX:


1. Cut out your flowers and leaves.


2. Fold each petal and leaf lengthwise to add a 3-D effect.


3. Cover the back of your shadow box with blue paper, using the spray adhesive for an even application.


4. With the hot-glue gun, attach your twigs to the paper.




DON’T WORRY: If your twigs aren’t perfect; just glue them together to make them the shape you want.





5. Carefully apply the flowers and leaves to the twigs using small dabs of Elmer’s glue.


6. When the flowers are dry, dot the gold glitter glue in the center of each flower.


7. Dot the pink glitter glue along the twigs.


8. Frame your masterpiece.


FOR THE 3-D ORIGAMI FLOWERS:


1. Cut out your flowers.


2. Fold each petal lengthwise to add a 3-D effect.


3. Arrange the flowers on the paper that you will be framing.


4. Stick your flowers in place using the pins.


5. Glue the flowers in place one at a time using Elmer’s glue.


6. Remove the pins after ten minutes so they don’t get too set into the glue.


7. After the glue has dried for about an hour, attach your buttons to the center of your flowers. (You can keep the buttons in place with the pins.)


8. Frame your masterpiece.



POSTCARD QUILT ART PIECE


Every time I see a stack of postcards at a coffee shop, I grab a handful. I’m drawn to the color, the variation, the way people advertise their events—you name it. I take them home and pin them to my inspiration board, and at the end of the year, I sew them together to make a postcard quilt. So the next time you’re out getting coffee, take a look at those stacks, because they’re a great way to find out what’s going on in your neighborhood, and they can be used in some pretty cool artwork.
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YOU’LL NEED:


• Sewing machine with a zigzag stitch


• Tons of postcards with images that you like


• Scissors





HERE’S HOW:


1. Trim your postcards so they are all the same size. (I like mine to be 4" wide, so that when I sew them together, they make nice rows.)


2. Start sewing the postcards together, side by side, with the zigzag stitch on your sewing machine, making rows that are about 24" long.
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DON’T WORRY: If your quilt isn’t “perfect.” This project is organic and can turn out many different ways. Just start sewing your cards together and see what happens.





3. Once you have about six or seven rows, it’s time to start sewing them together. Lay out your rows in the order you are going to sew them.




HINT: Since this is paper and not fabric, you will have to add to your quilt by sewing one row at a time. You cannot do it in pieces because, unlike fabric, you will only be able to get one row at a time inside your sewing machine without crumpling your quilt.





4. Sew two rows together, and then add on your third row, then your fourth, and so on, until you’ve sewn all of them together.
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5. Once you have completed your quilt, you may find that it’s a little lumpy. Place it under a large stack of books overnight to flatten it out.


6. Pin your new art to the wall and be inspired!



LIVING DOLL


My niece loves all kinds of dolls, so I decided a really fun way to make art with her would be to dress up paper dolls with real fabric and flowers. This has been done forever—from ancient Chinese dolls to puppets—so I thought I would give it a modern twist.
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YOU’LL NEED:


• Paper dolls that are about 8" tall




HINT: Dover Books, a UK publishing imprint, has tons of different books filled with paper dolls, but you can use pages from a fashion magazine too.





• Small bits of fabric


• Small pieces of ribbon


• Faux flowers that you can cut apart


• Elmer’s glue


• Glitter glue


• Scissors


• Paper (for your background)





HERE’S HOW:


1. Cut out your paper doll and attach it onto your background paper with Elmer’s glue.


2. Cut out a top for your doll from a piece of your fabric. (I used blue fabric and cut out a basic tube top.)




SUGGESTION: If you are using a paper-doll book, you can use the clothing clip-on shapes as templates.





3. Glue the top onto your doll (and if you have one, you can glue the fabric onto a clip-on top shape, then attach the whole thing onto your doll).


4. Cut out a skirt for your doll from a piece of fabric different from the top (and if you have one, you can glue the fabric onto a clip-on skirt shape).


5. Carefully take apart the faux flowers so that you can use them on your skirt.


6. Before you start gluing them down, place the flowers on the skirt to see how you would like to arrange them.


7. Starting from the bottom of the skirt, glue on faux petals, all the way up to the waistline of the skirt.


8. Once the glue is dry, tie a small bow with a small bit of ribbon and glue it over the waistline of the skirt.


9. Glue the skirt to your doll, or attach the clip-on skirt if you glued your fabric onto one.


10. Glue other bits of the flower to the top, as a corsage or trim.


11. When the glue is dry, add some glitter glue for earrings and to sparkle up the shoes.


12. Carefully place your doll in a box frame and enjoy!



PAINTED WOOD RUG


There are terrific alternatives to traditional rugs these days. I particularly like the bamboo and wooden rugs, which are highly durable and easy to keep clean. Since I am such a huge fan of painted rugs, I thought I’d marry the bamboo rug and the painted rug to see what would happen. It was pretty easy to do. The key is covering it with polyurethane once you’re happy with the painting so it lasts forever.
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YOU’LL NEED:


• Bamboo rug or wood slat rug


• Acrylic paints


• Artist’s brushes


• Pencil


• Oil-based polyurethane


• 3"-wide brush (for applying polyurethane)





HERE’S HOW:


1. For the design shown, I simply used the top of a jar to trace my circles and painted them in various colors. You can use any design you want.


2. Once the paint is completely dry, cover the rug with several coats of polyurethane, and let it dry for several days.




MAKE SURE: When you are brushing on the polyurethane, you do not get it on the fabric sides of the rug.





3. Thanks to the polyurethane, if the rug gets dirty, you can easily mop or wipe off the mess!



FABRIC WALL PANELS


This is a great way to dress up a wall, soundproof a room, and add some warmth to your home. Use a fabric that matches your upholstery, and watch the room come alive. I like this project because I get bored with my walls and I can change out the panels as often as I want.


[image: Image]




YOU’LL NEED:


• JT21 staple gun (This is a staple gun that is easy to handle and great for small upholstery projects like this.)


• 1½' × 5' wooden-framed painter’s canvas


• 2 yards of fabric




SUGGESTION: In case you choose a fabric with a repeat in the pattern (as in the fabric pictured), make sure you take a tape measure to the store with you so that you buy enough fabric to properly center your pattern.





• Iron and ironing board


• Pushpins or thumbtacks





HERE’S HOW:


1. Iron the fabric.


2. With the fabric facedown on your workspace, center the canvas above the fabric and lay it facedown as well.


3. Cut away excess fabric so you aren’t working with oodles of extra fabric, making sure you don’t cut off too much. You should have enough fabric left that you should be able to fold the fabric edge over the canvas’s.


[image: Image]




SUGGESTION: If you are working with a wooden-framed artist’s canvas, use where the canvas was trimmed as a guide for where your fabric should be cut.





4. Tack the fabric in place with pushpins or thumbtacks so it doesn’t shift.


5. Once you have your fabric centered and secured to the canvas, place one staple in the center of each side to keep it in place. (Make sure you staple the inside part of the frame, so you can’t see the staple.)


[image: Image]


6. Turn the canvas over to see that your pattern is still centered properly, because the fabric can shift during stapling.


7. Flip the canvas back so you can add more staples to each side. Each time you staple, also staple directly across on the opposite side of the canvas, pulling the fabric lightly, so that it’s tight across the front of the canvas.


8. After every few staples, turn the canvas over to check that the fabric is still centered.


9. Continue to add staples directly across from one another until you have staples on all sides of the canvas, ½" apart.


10. Remove the pushpins and hang the canvas on your wall.



SPRAY PAINT AND WATER TECHNIQUE


I like to experiment with paint techniques, and this is one of my favorites, because you never know how it’s going to turn out. Now, this is more of a technique than a craft, and you can use it in many different ways for various projects.
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YOU’LL NEED:


• Glass plates, picture frames, small glass containers—whatever you want to spray


• Gold metallic, silver metallic, brown, and light blue spray paint


• Spray bottle filled with water





HERE’S HOW:


FOR THE BLUE-AND-GOLD GLASS PLATE:


1. Spray water on the back of a glass plate, and then immediately apply gold metallic spray paint.


2. When the gold paint is dry, spray the entire back of the plate with blue spray paint.


FOR THE BROWN-AND-SILVER PICTURE FRAME:


1. Cover the entire frame with brown spray paint.


2. When the brown paint is dry, spray the frame with water, and then immediately apply the silver metallic spray paint.


FOR THE SMALL CONTAINER:


1. Spray the outside of the container with water, and then immediately spray it with silver metallic spray paint.


2. When the silver paint is dry, cover the inside of the container with brown spray paint.



SIMPLE VINTAGE POSTERS


I have to be honest here; I’m not a huge poster fan. I love real art. But I truly do enjoy enlarged vintage images. Images from vintage books, like Dover Books, is the way to go for something amazing and impactful in your home.
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YOU’LL NEED:


• Vintage images (available at Doverpublications.com, Barnesandnoble.com, Amazon.com) or any superdetailed black-and-white image you would want to see enlarged


• Office supply store, such as Staples





HERE’S HOW:


1. Ask a Staples employee to supersize your image. They can make any image 2' × 3', which is standard poster size.




SUGGESTION: If you would like to have your poster laminated, Staples can do that, too.





2. Take your new poster to a frame shop, or pop it in a poster frame yourself.



RENAISSANCE ART PIECE


If an artist inspires you, it’s important to have his or her work all around you! I love the Italian Renaissance, and Botticelli is one of my favorite artists of that era. I like to have postcards and reproductions of his art displayed throughout my home. It’s sometimes hard to find small pieces of art without ripping them out of a book, so I decided to search the Internet for a few images. I found printable pieces of Botticelli’s (and many other artists’) art that I could put up around my house. Simply conduct a Google image search for an artist, and see what you find.
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YOU’LL NEED:


• 8½" × 11" piece of wood




SUGGESTION: Use an old cutting board or even a cheap old plaque from a discount store that you can cover. I found the one in the picture for two bucks!





• Color printout of a work of art by a favorite artist


• Set of acrylic paints with gold, reds, and colors that are in the painting you print out


• Small paintbrushes


• Krylon Spray Adhesive


• Elmer’s glue





HERE’S HOW:


1. Attach your printout to the wood with the spray adhesive.


2. Paint around the edges of the wood with gold paint, making sure to go over the edge of the image as well.


3. Try to match one color in the painting, and add some of it to the piece of art without changing the image too much—don’t add a mustache if she doesn’t have one! (I like to add some color in the background and on places where there is white and black. This will give the painting some dimension.)


4. Rub some red paint around the edges of the wood with your finger, making sure to blend the gold and red paints nicely.


5. When the paint is dry, cover the entire painting with Elmer’s glue or decoupage paste to seal it and give it some more texture.



LARGE WARHOL


I was tired of putting everyone I knew into art, so I decided to make myself into a litho. A lithograph (or litho) is a graphic image or impression of a subject that still represents the subject, but leaves out the finer details and small lines. It was really easy, and all it required was some colored paper, a little time, and money toward framing.


There are two ways to do this project. Both are pretty easy but take a little bit of experimenting, so make sure you have some time before you start. Once you master them, you will be well on your way to becoming a wonderful artist!


[image: Image]



MAKING A SINGLE LITHO USING A BLACK-AND-WHITE COPY MACHINE:




YOU’LL NEED:


• Photo that is crisp, clear, and in which the subject’s head takes up the majority of the photo




SUGGESTION: School photos are great for this project, as are professional portraits, because the face is prominent in the photo.
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