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Chapter 1 BROTHER, BROTHER GO AWAY


PLOP! Fat raindrops splashed against Willow Davis’s bedroom window. She watched as they whizzed down the glass pane like little race cars zooming toward the finish line.

Willow knew she should be doing her chores or homework instead of daydreaming. Her room looked like a rainbow tornado had hit it, with brightly colored tights and sequined skirts in piles all over the floor.

I bet Jeanie’s already checked off everything on her to-do list even though it’s only Saturday, Willow thought with a smile.

Her best friend, Jeanie Bell, didn’t daydream about race cars—she was one, zipping through school work and chores! But then, Jeanie had a lot of practice tackling homework. She’d always gone to Rivertown Elementary. Before Willow moved to Rivertown, she’d never done a lot of things most kids considered normal.
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She’d never gone to a real school with classes like math and science. But she was an expert in astrology and fairy tales!
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She’d never tried butter pecan or mint chocolate chip ice cream. But she had tried a flavor that changed color with your mood!

She’d never been camping or gone on class field trips. Once, she’d accidentally made an amusement park appear in her backyard, but that wasn’t the same.
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And she’d definitely never had a best friend before. Luckily, Jeanie was the best of the best. In fact, she was the only person outside of Willow’s family who knew her big secret. The big secret that…

Willow Davis… was actually…

a genie!
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Another raindrop splattered against the window, jolting Willow back to reality. If she wanted to go over to Jeanie’s house the next day, she had to finish all her work. It was time to make like a race car and step on the gas!



It was still raining on Sunday morning. Willow and Jeanie were hanging out in the Bells’ den.

“What should we do?” asked Willow.

“Rain baseball!” shouted Jeanie’s little brother Jake. “It’s a new sport I invented. The bases are mud puddles!”

“Too wet. Too dirty. Too made-up,” Jeanie told Jake. “Rainy days are for indoor games.”
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Jake stuck out his tongue.

Willow was feeling crafty, but Jeanie wanted to play a game of chess. So they compromised: Jeanie got out tubs of clay so they could sculpt their own chess pieces.
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“Don’t you just love mushing this stuff between your fingers?” Willow asked dreamily as she molded a small horse out of purple clay.

“I do! I do!” Jake shouted. “Gimme some!”
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“Jake!” warned Jeanie. “This is our art project. Go find your own!”

As Jake scampered away, Willow watched Jeanie line up five little green pawns on the craft table and start on number six.

Seconds later, Jake was back with a sketchbook and some crayons. He slowly circled the girls, staring at them closely, then scribbling in his book.

Stare.

Scribble.

Stare.

Scribble.

Jeanie sighed. “What are you doing now?”

“Drawing you,” said Jake, holding up his picture. “It’s my art project.”
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Willow could tell Jeanie was annoyed. But personally she didn’t mind Jake. She thought he was kind of funny. “He’s just doing what you told him to,” she pointed out to Jeanie.
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“Yeah,” said Jake. “I was just doing what you told me to.” He smiled smugly.

Jeanie’s eyes narrowed. “You’re such a little monster!”
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