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    This book is dedicated with all my love
to the two most important
women in my life:
my mother and my sister.




    In accordance with both
their wishes and mine,
this book is also for those
who desire to know the facts about
the Roswell UFO “crash” of 1947.
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 Preface




    When I first began studying UFO reports more than twenty-three years ago, I suspected someday I would probably write a book on the phenomenon if and when my analyses ever produced any meaningful results.




    Like my previous work, the critically-acclaimed and widely endorsed Spaceships of the Pleiades: The Billy Meier Story,* this book is also about a very famous UFO case, the legendary 1947 Roswell flying saucer “crash” in New Mexico.




    As a UFO researcher, my responsibility as I see it is to study as objectively as possible reports of unidentified flying objects. However, unlike several of my colleagues, I feel that another, equally important responsibility is to the public. The public has a right to know, whenever it is possible to determine, the truth behind a purported UFO claim or experience.




    It is for this reason that I have written this book, to expose what appears to be the final truth about what is easily the most famous UFO case involving the alleged crash and recovery of an alien spacecraft.




    Let me state for the record that while I hold no objections to the possibility of visitations to Earth by extraterrestrials, clearly, the burden of proof for such an occurrence rests squarely on the shoulders of those who advocate such a hypothesis. If a claimant’s “evidence” fails to withstand the rigors of serious, scientific scrutiny, then one must question the validity of such evidence.




    I am confident that the facts presented here, many of which have never been published before, are far more than enough to establish with sufficient, indeed probable certainty, the truth about the so-called Roswell incident and the cover-up that surrounds it. Its true nature will shock you.




    As 1997 marks the fiftieth anniversary of the alleged UFO crash near Roswell, the worldwide media and especially the American people will once again ponder the question of what really happened in the New Mexico desert in 1947. There is no disputing the fact that the incident as it has been recounted—in several books, on television, and in Hollywood movies—has had a profound impact on our culture.




    The world deserves an explanation about the events related to Roswell, and now that a final verdict can more than reasonably be rendered, I can think of no greater gift to give to the public than to share with you what I believe is the final truth.




    Although many of you who read this book will find its contents startling, this work contains a truth that anyone can independently verify should he or she wish to do so. This fact alone distinguishes this work from others that have been written on Roswell.




    I welcome your comments and/or criticisms.




    Kal K. Korff
President and CEO, TotalResearch





Footnote


 *(Amherst, N.Y.: Prometheus Books, 1995)
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    The Roswell UFO Crash: A History, the Claims




    “The most important UFO encounter of our century!”1




    “The presence in New Mexico of very strange substances from the wreckage of the two [UFO] crashes has been testified to by so many people that it is virtually proved.”2





    According to widely held public opinion, the United States government successfully recovered the remains of a crashed UFO along with its extraterrestrial occupants near Roswell, New Mexico, in July 1947. In what is now popularly known as “the Roswell incident,” the U.S. military is said to have quickly covered-up the affair, and continues to shroud it in extreme secrecy even today.3




    If these events surrounding Roswell in the summer of 1947 actually took place, as have been claimed in several books on the subject and by numerous UFO researchers, it would certainly constitute the story of the millennium and be the greatest government- sponsored cover-up of all time. Indeed, should irrefutable evidence ever surface that any government on this Earth possessed the physical remains of either an extraterrestrial spacecraft or its occupants, it is an understatement to say that such a revelation would fundamentally transform humanity as we know it.




    What does one do with the numerous claims about Roswell that have surfaced over the years? How does one begin to determine the truth about what really happened in 1947 and sort the fact from the fiction?




    The Roswell incident, and all that surrounds it, is a complex web of events, not easily understandable nor explainable until examined fully and in painstaking detail. In order to try and determine the truth, let’s begin by reviewing the chronological timeline history of Roswell and the alleged events as they are claimed to have occurred according to the various books that have been written on the subject.




    In constructing the Roswell “timeline” of events presented in this chapter, I have combined all the divergent claims that exist among the seven major books that have been written about the topic.*




    ALLEGED ROSWELL-RELATED TIMELINE OF EVENTS




    Tuesday, July 1, 1947




    	•While watching radar screens at Roswell Army Air Base, White Sands and Alamogordo, New Mexico, military personnel observe a “strange object” whose speed and flight maneuvers indicate that it cannot be from this planet. Subsequent checks of the radar tracking equipment reveal “no malfunction that would account for the [unusual] display.”4






 

  Wednesday, July 2, 1947






    	•At approximately 9:50 P.M., Mr. and Mrs. Dan Wilmot of Roswell, New Mexico, observe from their front yard an oval-shaped object that looks like “two inverted saucers faced mouth to mouth.” Describing the vehicle as self-luminous, the craft flies over their house heading in a northwest direction, toward Corona, New Mexico. The duration of the Wilmot’s UFO sighting is an estimated forty to fifty seconds.5






    Thursday, July 3, 1947




   

    	•Radar installations located at White Sands, New Mexico, continue to track the mysterious object as it “flashes” through the atmosphere. A military radar expert watches the tracking screens for nearly twenty-four hours.6







    Friday, July 4, 1947






    	•William M. Woody and his father, working at night on their farm, see a bright light with a “flame-like” tail streaking across the sky. The Woodys observe the object for some twenty to thirty seconds before it disappears below the horizon, some “forty miles north of Roswell.”7





    	•Between 11:00 and 11:30 P.M., two Catholic nuns, Mother Superior Mary Bernadette and Sister Capistrano, at Saint Mary’s Hospital in Roswell, record in a log book entry seeing “a brilliant light plunge to Earth.” The location of the object is north of Roswell and the nuns believe it to be a disabled aircraft.8





    	•During the “worst lightning storm he had ever seen,” William W. “Mac” Brazel, who operates the J. B. Foster ranch, hears an “odd sort of explosion, not like ordinary thunder, but different.”9





    	•At 11:27 P.M., the radar sites operated by military personnel continue to track the UFO which has befuddled them for three days now. The object seems to “pulsate” repeatedly, then explodes in a “starburst.” The military believes that the object they have been tracking has suddenly crashed.10





    	•Jim Ragsdale and Trudy Truelove are out camping in the New Mexico desert roughly forty miles northwest of of Roswell. Suddenly, a “flaring bright light” from an object “roars” over their heads, crashing within seconds into the ground roughly one mile from their campsite.





    Ragsdale convinces Truelove to join him in a search for the downed mystery object. Driving across the desert in Ragsdale’s Jeep, the couple arrive at the edge of a cliff. Using only a flashlight with batteries that are running low, the two see a craft stuck in the side of a small slope. Observing no activity, they decide to return the next day after the sun is up.11




    Saturday, July 5, 1947




    	•Mac Brazel is out riding in a pasture on his horse when he comes across a large quantity of strange debris scattered over an area about a “quarter mile long or so, and several hundred feet wide.” Brazel “knew this stuff was like nothing he had ever seen before.”





    The material is highly unusual in nature and consists mostly of tin foil type strips, only darker in color. The strange thing about the metal is that “you could wrinkle it and lay it back down and it immediately resumed its original shape. It was quite pliable, yet you couldn’t crease or bend it like ordinary metal. It was almost more like a plastic of some sort, except that it was definitely metallic in nature.”




    Brazel also finds pieces that are “like balsa wood in weight, but a bit darker in color and much harder.” The stick-like material is also described as “pliable, but wouldn’t break,” an attribute it seems to share with the strange metallic foil.




    Brazel also discovers some “thread-like material.” While it looks like silk, it was not. “You could take it in two hands and try to snap it, but it wouldn’t snap at all.”




    Finally, Brazel notices that on some of the debris there are mysterious markings, or “figures.” Brazel would later describe them as being comparable to New Mexican Indian petroglyphs (prehistoric cave drawings).12




    	•Dr. W. Curry Holden and a group of archaeologists working nearby accidentally stumble across the impact site where the ship has crashed. One of the members of the group heads toward the nearest phone and calls Chavez County Sheriff George Wilcox.





    Wilcox telephones the Roswell Fire Department who dispatch a fire truck in response to the call. Fireman Dan Dwyer is part of this crew. Officers from the Roswell Police Department escort Dwyer and the rest of the firemen to the crash site.13




    	•Jim Ragsdale and Trudy Truelove arise early and, with the sun now shining, drive immediately to the crash site. For the first time the couple get a clear look at the strange craft. Ragsdale and Truelove notice that there is loose debris scattered everywhere. They collect some of the pieces and put them in their car. Ragsdale later says about the material that “You could take that stuff and wad it up and it would straighten itself out.”





    While the debris the couple handles is unusual, a more astounding sight can be seen near the craft itself. According to Ragsdale, there were “bodies or something lying there. They looked like bodies.”14




    	•At 5:30 A.M. the United States military, having figured out the location of the downed spacecraft, “move in” with an “elite” team of men to recover the object. Eventually, five alien bodies are found at the crash site.15






    Ragsdale and Truelove become frightened when they observe a military convoy approaching. The couple scurry for safety, fleeing via their Jeep into a thicket of brush and some trees for cover. While the soldiers swing into action, Ragsdale and Truelove eventually drive away undetected and return to their campsite.




    	•By the time the U.S. military arrives, there are already a number of civilians—part of the group of archaeologists—on the scene. The military police, under the command of Maj. Edwin Easley, escort all civilian personnel off of the premises. Easley’s MPs take the archaeologists to the base at Roswell Army Air Field for questioning. The group is interrogated, threatened, and eventually sworn to secrecy.16





     	•Dan Dwyer and his fellow firemen from the Roswell Fire Department arrive at the crash site. Members of the Roswell Police Department are already present. The New Mexico state police are also there. Dwyer observes two body bags being loaded into one vehicle, and a live alien being put in another. The creature did not appear to have been injured.





    The U.S. military completely secures and “cleans up” the crash site in a total of six hours, leaving no trace of the remains. The soldiers were very thorough in their task and “used individual vacuums to clean the site.”17




    	•Sgt. Melvin E. Brown, who is on guard duty at the impact site, is ordered to climb into the truck carrying the alien bodies. He is further admonished not to look under the tarps that cover them. While no one is noticing, he violates orders and “peeks.” Brown sees the bodies “of the alien flight crew,” and describes them as “small [in size], with large heads and skin that is yellow or orange.”18





    	•On the Plains of San Augustin, just west of Socorro, New Mexico, Gerald Anderson and his family, while out searching for moss agate, stumble upon the wreckage of a flying saucer and its occupants. Within minutes, five archaeology students and their college professor, Dr. Winfried Buskirk, arrive at the scene. A short time later, Grady L. “Barney” Barnett, who was doing some work in the area, drives up in his pick-up truck and is yet another witness to the crashed UFO and its alien crew.





    Barnett is there for only a few minutes before the U.S. military arrives and seals off the area. The officers in charge swear all the witnesses to secrecy through a combination of threats and admonitions that it is their patriotic duty not to tell anyone what they have seen.




    At this second crash site there are four alien bodies discovered: two dead, one badly injured, and the other apparently unharmed. This is the second extraterrestrial spacecraft with its crew that crashes in the New Mexico desert.19




    	•At approximately 1:30 P.M. mortician Glenn Dennis of the Ballard Funeral Home in Roswell, receives the first in a series of phone calls from the base mortuary officer at Roswell Army Air Field; The Ballard Funeral Home had a contract with the base at Roswell to provide mortuary services in 1947.


  


    During the first phone call, Dennis reports that he is asked about “hermetically sealed caskets: What was the smallest one they could get?”




    Approximately thirty to forty minutes later, Dennis receives a second telephone call from the Roswell base mortuary officer inquiring about how to best preserve bodies that have been exposed to the elements and what procedures the Ballard Funeral Home uses.20




    	•In the late afternoon or early evening, William “Mac” Brazel picks up a few fragments of the unusual debris that had fallen on the Foster Ranch that he discovered earlier that morning. Brazel drives over to the house of his nearest neighbors, Floyd and Loretta Proctor, and tells them about his find in addition to showing them a piece of the material that he can “neither burn nor cut.” Brazel tries, but is unsuccessful, in getting the Proctors to come over to the Foster ranch to view the strange material for themselves. The Proctors suggest that Brazel notify the authorities about his discovery.21





    	•At approximately 6:00 P.M. or 7:00 P.M., Glenn Dennis takes an injured airman back to the base infirmary at Roswell.* Driving an ambulance, Dennis is waived through the front gate at Roswell Army Air Field and pulls into the back of the base hospital and parks in the emergency area. While walking the injured airman into the building, Dennis passes a series of ambulances, one of which is filled with unusual debris. Describing the material as looking “like [the bottom] half of a canoe,” Dennis also reports seeing “a row of unrecognizable symbols, several inches high.”22





 Dennis is at the base infirmary for only a short time when he is questioned, intimidated, and threatened by military authorities. One of them is described as a red-haired captain, and the other a black sergeant. Dennis is told by the officer in no uncertain terms, “There was no crash here. You did not see anything. You don’t go into town. You don’t tell anybody you saw anything. If you do, you’ll get into serious trouble.”




    After telling the captain that he could “go to hell,” Dennis claims that he was told “Don’t kid yourself, young man. Somebody’ll be picking your bones out of the sand.”




    “Or you’ll make good dog food,” chimed in the black sergeant.23




    Glenn Dennis is then literally carried out of the infirmary by two military policemen and escorted all the way back to the Ballard Funeral Home.




    Approximately two or three hours later, he receives another phone call threatening him once again if he tells anyone.




    	•That evening, at Roswell Army Air Field, the bodies of the dead aliens are “sealed into a long crate” which is then taken to a hangar for overnight storage. Military police guards are stationed all around it while spotlights shine on the precious cargo.24






    Sgt. Melvin Brown is one of the personnel assigned to the security detail and stands guard outside the hangar where the crate is stored.




    Sunday, July 6, 1947




    	•Mac Brazel arises early and loads some of the small pieces of the unusual wreckage he discovered onto his pick-up truck. Brazel makes the long trek into Roswell, roughly seventy-five miles away.





    Once in Roswell, Brazel first telephones the weather bureau and describes the material he found to them. The bureau recommends that he notify the sheriff instead.




    Following the weather bureau’s advice, Brazel walks into the office of Chavez County Sheriff George A. Wilcox and reports to him the news of his unusual find. Brazel shows Wilcox some of the debris and the sheriff decides that he should notify the military authorities at Roswell Army Air Field. In the interim, Wilcox orders two deputy officers to drive out to the location at the Foster ranch where Brazel found some of the wreckage.




  

    	•Before Wilcox telephones the Army, Frank Joyce, a reporter and announcer for radio station KGFL in Roswell, calls Sheriff Wilcox to see if there’s anything newsworthy to report. Wilcox tells Joyce about Mac Brazel’s story and Joyce interviews Brazel on the phone.




    	•Maj. Jesse Marcel is just sitting down to have lunch at the officer’s club at Roswell Army Air Field when he receives a phone call. Sheriff Wilcox is on the line and recounts Brazel’s story. Marcel drives to the sheriff’s office after finishing his lunch and interviews Brazel and examines some of the debris.


  


    Marcel decides that the affair is worth reporting so he notifies Col. William H. Blanchard, the commanding officer at Roswell Army Air Field. Marcel arranges to meet Brazel back at the sheriff’s office “in an hour or so,” and returns to the base at Roswell.




  

    	•Blanchard and Marcel meet at the base in person. After discussing the matter, they believe at first that a “downed aircraft of some unusual sort” might be involved.25 Colonel Blanchard orders Marcel to proceed to the site where Brazel discovered the debris and to take with him a Counter Intelligence Corps (CIC) Agent.


  




    CIC Agent Capt. Sheridan Cavitt later accompanies both Maj. Jesse Marcel and Mac Brazel back to the Foster ranch.




  

    	•After Brazel, Cavitt, and Marcel leave to go to the debris field, the two deputies that had been previously dispatched by Sheriff Wilcox return. They are unable to find the actual pasture where the unusual-looking material had been discovered, but report seeing instead a “burned area.” Reporting that the “sand has been turned to glass,” the consensus is that “something circular” has landed on the ground.26





    	•Under orders from Maj. Gen. Clements McMullen, then the acting commander of the Strategic Air Command at Andrews Army Air Field in Washington, D.C., Colonel Blanchard is instructed to put some of the debris he receives into a sealed pouch. The courier bag is then flown to Fort Worth Army Air Field in Texas, where it is received by Col. Thomas J. DuBose.


  


    DuBose, acting on orders, then hands the pouch, with its seal still intact, to Col. Al Clarke, who is the base commander at Fort Worth. Clarke attaches the pouch via handcuffs to his wrist. General McMullen orders Colonel Clarke to personally accompany the material on a special B-26 flight to Washington, D.C.




    	•Brazel, Cavitt, and Marcel, all in separate vehicles, arrive at the Foster ranch too late in the day to conduct a thorough investigation. Major Marcel checks some of the debris with a Geiger counter but finds no evidence of radiation. Marcel and Cavitt spend the night at the property.





    Monday, July 7, 1947




    	•Brazel, Cavitt, and Marcel begin their examination of the debris site at the Foster ranch. The wreckage is scattered over an area “three-quarters of a mile long and two to three hundred feet wide.” In addition, there is a “gouge” that starts at the north end and is approximately 500 feet long. The presence of the gouge is evidence that something “touched down and skipped along.”27






    Marcel describes the material he observed as being as thin as aluminum foil but extremely strong. Marcel tries to bend, tear, and cut it, but is unable to do so. Later, Marcel reports that even repeated blows with a sixteen-pound sledge hammer fail to dent the material!




    Marcel and Cavitt also find several small “beams” of balsawood like material. Like the mysterious metal, they too are very hard and cannot be broken or burned. On some of the beams there appears some “hieroglyphic-type” writing which is undecipherable.




    Sheridan Cavitt finds a small black box that has no apparent way of being opened. The box is retrieved and thrown in with the rest of the debris into Cavitt’s vehicle to be taken to Roswell Army Air Field.




    	•Glenn Dennis talks on the telephone to Naomi Maria Selff, a nurse stationed at Roswell Army Air Field with whom he is acquainted. She agrees to meet him for lunch and Dennis drives out to the base. During their luncheon, Selff confirms to Glenn Dennis that there were alien bodies on the base at Roswell. She describes to him their anatomy and appearance and makes several sketches on a small note pad.





    Dennis notices that the nurse appears to be on the verge of a “collapse from the emotional trauma” of the event. After their lunch together Dennis drops the nurse off at her barracks.28




    	•Sometime in the afternoon, Captain Cavitt returns to Roswell Army Air Field while Marcel stays behind and loads more debris into his automobile.




    	•At 4:00 P.M. Lydia Sleppy, a teletype operator for radio station KOAT in Albuquerque, New Mexico, receives a telephone call from Johnny McBoyle, who is a reporter and also a partial owner of an affiliated station, KSWS in Roswell. McBoyle is excited, and claims that he has a “scoop” for Sleppy.





    McBoyle informs Sleppy that a flying saucer crashed and that he’s serious. McBoyle then tells Sleppy that he has seen it, and that the Army is going to pick it up. McBoyle also mentions to Sleppy that there’s talk of “little men being on board” and asks her to begin immediately typing up his story on the teletype so that they can put it on the ABC wire as soon as possible.29




    Sleppy begins typing McBoyle’s astonishing story when after only a few sentences her teletype machine suddenly stops working. The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) office in Dallas has intercepted her transmission. She informs McBoyle of this fact and notices that he seems to be arguing with someone on the telephone.




    Within seconds, Sleppy’s teletype machine begins transmitting an ominous message back to her that reads: “ATTENTION ALBUQUERQUE: DO NOT TRANSMIT. REPEAT DO NOT TRANSMIT THIS MESSAGE. STOP COMMUNICATION IMMEDIATELY.”




    Sleppy asks McBoyle for further instructions. McBoyle replies, “Forget about it. You never heard it. Look, you’re not supposed to know. Don’t talk about it to anyone.”30




    	•Lt. Gen. Nathan F. Twining, commander of the Air Materiel Command, suddenly alters his plans and abruptly flies to Alamogordo. Twining’s abrupt schedule change is due to the UFO- related events near Roswell.




      	•Walt Whitmore Sr., owner of radio station KGFL in Roswell, hears about the saucer debris discovery by Brazel through reporter Frank Joyce. Whitmore drives out to the Foster ranch to speak directly with Brazel and convinces him to come into town to do an interview. Brazel agrees, and stays overnight as a guest in Whitmore’s house.





    The Army, not knowing Brazel’s whereabouts, starts “having a fit” because they cannot locate “the rancher who had found the flying saucer.” The Army’s objective is to put Brazel “out of circulation” so that he does not talk about his discovery.31




    Tuesday, July 8, 1947




    	•At approximately 2:00 A.M., Jesse Marcel stops at home on his way into Roswell Army Air Base. He wakes his wife, Viaud Marcel, and his eleven-year-old son, Jesse Marcel Jr., and shows them some of the unusual material. Major Marcel tells his family that the debris is from a flying saucer.





    The elder Marcel brings in several pieces from his car and spreads it out on the kitchen floor of his home in an attempt to reconstruct the shape of the object.




    In subsequent interviews with UFO researchers, Jesse Marcel Jr. testifies as to the unusual nature of the debris, describing it as a “flying saucer that had apparently been stressed beyond its designed capabilities.” He also vividly recalls the strange “I-beams” with “pink and purple” hieroglyphics on them.32




    	•Walt Whitmore Sr. tries to put the wire recording that he made of his interview with Mac Brazel onto the Mutual radio wire for broadcast. However, Whitmore is unable get his call through. In the interim, Whitmore begins announcing locally on radio station KGFL that he has interviewed the rancher who recovered the flying disc.





    Suddenly, Whitmore receives a phone call from a man called “Slowie,” who is the Secretary of the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) in Washington, D.C. Slowie informs Whitmore that the story about the recovered flying disc is a matter of national security, and tells him that if he proceeds with the broadcast that his station could lose its FCC operating license!




    While Whitmore ponders the threat, a second telephone call comes in from Sen. Dennis Chavez of New Mexico. Chavez admonishes Whitmore that he’s not to broadcast his interview and that he had better “obey the FCC directive.”33




    	•Colonel Blanchard instructs Lt. Walter Haut to draft a press announcement for release to the media disclosing that his group has recovered the remains of a “flying disc.” Haut writes the press release and distributes copies to the various radio stations and newspapers in Roswell who then begin to publicize the story.





    Haut’s press release announcement reads as follows:




    Roswell Army Air Base, Roswell, N.M.




    8 July, 1947 A.M.




    The many rumors regarding the flying disc became a reality yesterday when the intelligence office of the 5O9th Bomb Group of the Eighth Air Force, Roswell Army Air Field, was fortunate enough to gain possession of a disc through the cooperation of one of the local ranchers and the sheriff’s office of Chaves County [sic].




    The flying object landed on a ranch near Roswell sometime last week. Not having phone facilities, the rancher stored the disc until such time as he was able to contact the sheriff’s office, who in turn notified Maj. Jesse A. Marcel of the 509th Bomb Group Intelligence Office.




    Action was immediately taken and the disc was picked up at the rancher’s home. It was inspected at the Roswell Army Air Field and subsequently loaned by Major Marcel to higher headquarters.34





    Haut’s startling statement is quickly featured on radio stations and in the print media worldwide. Newspapers such as the New York Times, San Francisco Chronicle, and London Times all carry the story. Colonel Blanchard’s office is besieged with phone calls.




    	•After the contents of Haut’s press release are publicized through the media, Brig. Gen. Roger M. Ramey, the commanding officer of the Eighth Air Force at Carswell Air Force Base in Fort Worth, Texas, receives a phone call from Lt. Gen. Hoyt S. Vandenburg, the Deputy Chief of the Air Force. Vandenburg tells Ramey that pieces of the announced recovered “saucer” are actually at the base in Roswell.





    Ramey telephones Colonel Blanchard and conveys to him both General Vandenburg’s and his own “extreme displeasure” over the fact that a press release was issued without proper authority. Ramey then directs Blanchard to have the saucer debris flown directly to his office.35




    	•The newspaper the Roswell Daily Record prints a front-page, banner headline story announcing “RAAF Captures Flying Saucer on Ranch in Roswell Region.” Mentioned in the story are Major Marcel and Sheriff Wilcox. The article also notes that “Major Marcel and a detail from his department went to the ranch and recovered the disk.” The Wilmots’ earlier UFO sighting of Wednesday, July 2, 1947, is also cited.36





    	•At 3:00 P.M., under orders from Colonel Blanchard, a B-29 bomber is loaded up with the saucer wreckage. Maj. Jesse Marcel is instructed to accompany the debris in a special flight to Fort Worth and deliver it to Brig. Gen. Roger Ramey. According to Major Marcel, the amount of saucer wreckage loaded aboard the plane is enormous, it fills up half of the B-29 airplane.




    	•Colonel Blanchard “suddenly and conveniently” goes on leave. Command at Roswell Army Air Field is temporarily turned over to Lt. Col. Payne Jennings.




    	•James Bond Johnson, a reporter for the Fort Worth Star- Telegram, is told by one of his editors to proceed to General Ramey’s office. Johnson is instructed to bring his camera because the saucer debris is due to arrive shortly at the base.




    	•Major Marcel and the B-29 loaded with the flying saucer wreckage land at Fort Worth. Marcel is instructed to bring some of the material up to Ramey’s office for examination. The flying saucer remnants are placed on top of some brown paper and spread out on the floor.




    	•General Ramey allows the press to enter his office and photograph the actual flying saucer wreckage, although they are not allowed to touch it. One of the photographers present is J. Bond Johnson, who takes several pictures. Johnson manages to capture Major Marcel on film holding some of the actual saucer debris that he recovered at the Foster ranch.







    	•A short time later, the shredded remains of an ordinary weather balloon are brought into Ramey’s office and quickly substituted for the real saucer wreckage.





    At the official press briefing that follows the “bait and switch” maneuver, General Ramey announces that the whole flying saucer affair has been a mistake, and that the debris recovered by Maj. Jesse Marcel is nothing more than the remains of a weather balloon!




    To prove his point, Ramey brings in Warrant Officer Irving Newton, the base weather officer, who promptly identifies the material as “parts of a balloon” and “a regular Rawin sonde”— an aluminum covered, balsa wood frame attached to balloons and launched for the purposes of weather and radar tracking operations. Officer Newton was certainly qualified to make such a determination, because during his career he had launched “thousands” of such devices.37




    Warrant Officer Newton is photographed holding up some of the substituted wreckage that now lays on the floor of General Ramey’s office.




    	•While General Ramey continues to assure the press that “This whole affair has been most unfortunate,” and reiterates the mistaken identification explanation, the real UFO wreckage is secretly flown to Wright-Patterson Air Force base in Ohio.38





    	•At 6:17 P.M., the FBI’s Dallas field office receives official word from Eighth Air Force Headquarters that a “flying disc” has been recovered near Roswell, New Mexico. In a teletype communication to both FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover and the FBI’s office in Cincinnati, Ohio, the FBI Dallas office reports the following:





    

    THE ROSWELL UFO CRASH


FBI DALLAS 7-8-47 6-17 P.M.




    DIRECTOR AND SAC [Strategic Agent in Charge], CINCINNATI




    FLYING DISC, INFORMATION CONCERNING MAJOR CURTAIN, HEADQUARTERS EIGHTH AIR FORCE, TELEPHONICALLY ADVISED THIS OFFICE THAT AN OBJECT PURPORTING TO BE A FLYING DISC WAS RECOVERED NEAR ROSWELL, NEW MEXICO, THIS DATE. THE DISC IS HEXAGONAL IN SHAPE AND WAS SUSPENDED FROM A BALLOON BY CABLE, WHICH BALLOON WAS APPROXIMATELY TWENTY FEET IN DIAMETER. MAJOR CURTAN FURTHER ADVISED THAT THE OBJECT FOUND RESEMBLES A HIGH ALTITUDE WEATHER BALLOON WITH A RADAR REFLECTOR, BUT THAT TELEPHONIC CONVERSATION BETWEEN THEIR OFFICE AND WRIGHT FIELD HAD NOT BORNE OUT THIS BELIEF. DISC AND BALLOON BEING TRANSPORTED TO WRIGHT FIELD BY SPECIAL PLANE FOR EXAMIN. INFORMATION PROVIDED THIS OFFICE BECAUSE OF NATIONAL INTEREST IN CASE AND FACT THAT NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY, ASSOCIATED PRESS, AND OTHERS ATTEMPTING TO BREAK STORY OF LOCATION OF DISC TODAY. MAJOR CURTAN ADVISED WOULD REQUEST WRIGHT FIELD TO ADVISE CINCINNATI OFFICE RESULTS OF EXAMINATION. NO FURTHER INVESTIGATION BEING CONDUCTED.







    	•Throughout the evening, numerous radio stations and newspapers begin to publicize the story of General Ramey’s announcement, that the Roswell “saucer” is simply a misidentified weather balloon.





    Wednesday, July 9, 1947




    	•The Roswell Daily Record, in a huge banner headline story spread across the front page, announces “Gen. Ramey Empties Roswell Saucer.” Like many papers across the country, the Roswell Daily Record carries Ramey’s explanation of the “saucer” wreckage. The paper also includes an interview with Mac Brazel, under the headline “Harassed Rancher Who Located ‘Saucer’ Sorry He Told About It.”39





    	•Military personnel conduct a sweep of all radio stations and newspaper offices in Roswell and retrieve all copies of Lt: Walter Haut’s press release which had announced the recovery of the flying disc.


  	•Robert Smith, a member of the First Air Transport Unit, helps load several crates filled with the UFO debris on board a group of C-54 Skymaster cargo planes. Smith sees a piece of the flying saucer metal and describes it as “two or three inches square.” Smith further testifies that “You could crumple it up, let it back out; you couldn’t crease it. When you crumpled it up, it then laid back out.”40






    The C-54s that Smith helps load leave for Albuquerque and eventually arrive at Los Alamos. The crates are stenciled with the words “Top Secret” on them because of their contents.




    	•At Fort Worth Army Air Field, several military officers greet one of the many secret, incoming flights. A bombardier on board the plane recognizes one of the people who is there to meet him “as a mortician with whom he went to school.”





    When Jesse Marcel is driven out to the plane, he is ordered to return to Roswell. No debriefing is given, and the flight in fact is a “diversion.” The alien bodies have already been flown to Andrews Air Force Base.




    	•Mac Brazel discusses his situation with reporter Frank Joyce. He tells Joyce that “it will go hard on him” if he doesn’t change his story about the discovery of the UFO debris.41





    	•Major Marcel returns to Roswell Army Air Field. He asks CIC Agent Sheridan Cavitt if he can see the reports about the discovery of the UFO wreckage that “have been filed in his absence.” Cavitt denies Marcel’s request and claims he is under orders from Washington, D.C. Marcel reminds Cavitt that he outranks him. Cavitt remains firm, and tells Marcel that if he has a problem, he is to “take it up” with officials from Washington.42






    Friday, July 11, 1947




    	•Glenn Dennis learns that Naomi, the nurse friend who had told him about the alien bodies that had been brought into Roswell Army Air Field, has been abruptly transferred. No one appears to know where she is. All attempts to make contact with the nurse by Dennis are “met with obstruction.”43








Saturday, July 12, 1947




    	•Bill Brazel, Mac’s son, arrives with his wife, Shirley, at the Foster ranch. They observe that no one is present, not even the military, and find no remnants of any debris.





    Tuesday, July 15, 1947




    	•Mac Brazel, who has been sequestered by the military for several days so he is “out of the way of reporters,” finally returns to the Foster ranch. He is bitter about his experience, but has been sworn to secrecy and agrees not to tell anyone about the true nature of the device he discovered.44







    Late July, 1947




    	•Mac Brazel complains to Lyman Strickland, a friend of his, about the treatment the military subjected him to while he was in Roswell.






    August 1947




    	•Mac Brazel is riding a horse with one of his ranch hands, Tommy Tyree. The two men spot a piece of the saucer wreckage floating in the water of a sinkhole. Because of the enormous amount of trouble and stress Brazel has previously endured at the hands of military authorities, the piece is never recovered.






    September 1947




   

    	•Counter Intelligence Corps agent Lewis S. Rickett is assigned to work with Dr. Lincoln LaPaz. LaPaz’s task is to try and determine the UFOs’ speed and trajectory when it impacted. The two men discover a mysterious burnt circle some five miles from the debris field. Describing it as a “touchdown point,” the men note that the sand has been “crystalized,” and they also find some of the unusual “foil-like” material. LaPaz, unaware that alien bodies were recovered previously, concludes that the UFO was an “unoccupied probe from another planet.”45





    	•Glenn Dennis is informed that Naomi Selff has been killed in an airplane accident while stationed in London, England. Dennis learns this information after a letter he had sent her in the mail was returned marked “deceased.”






    November 1947






    	•Arthur Exon, later the commanding officer at Wright-Patterson AFB, flies over the debris field and the impact site. He observes the “gouge” that the craft made.






    Summer 1949




  

    	•Bill Brazel has managed to accumulate several small pieces of debris from the saucer wreckage at the Foster ranch. These are bits and pieces he discovers “after a good rain” while riding in the pasture where the military had previously collected the material.






    While in a bar in Corona, New Mexico, Brazel casually mentions to some people there that he has in his possession some of the pieces of the saucer wreckage his father discovered. The next day, four military personnel come out to the Foster ranch and politely ask Brazel to give them the material.




    Captain Armstrong, one of the officers who is present, reminds Brazel that his father gave an oath of secrecy regarding the event. Armstrong appeals to Brazel’s sense of patriotic duty, and Brazel agrees to hand over all of the material he has found to the military.




    Jully 1999






    	•As the American astronauts are walking on the moon, Sgt. Melvin E. Brown mentions to his family that he once saw the remains of an extraterrestrial spacecraft and its alien crew.






  1978




    	•Pappy Henderson, a highly decorated World War II pilot who was also stationed at Roswell in 1947, tells his dentist, Dr. John Kromschroeder, that he flew the remains of a crashed saucer to Wright-Patterson Air Force base in Ohio. Henderson also pulls out of his pocket a piece of the strange metal from the UFO at Roswell that he has secretly kept for all of these years.






    Kromschroeder, who has an interest in metals, examines the fragment and says he had “never seen anything like it.” He tries to bend the metal but is unable to do so.46




    1981




    

    	•After reading a story in the papers about the 1947 UFO crash at Roswell, Pappy Henderson tells his wife and daughter about his involvement in flying the saucer debris to Wright-Patterson Air Force Base in Ohio.






    * * *




    As is readily apparent by now, the myriad purported events that are collectively known as “Roswell” are very complex. What makes this affair seem impressive at first glance, and certainly worthy of objective investigation, are the plethora of names, dates, places, people, and testimonies that have been offered up as evidence.




    Did an extraterrestrial spacecraft really crash in the New Mexico desert in 1947? Or did two such spaceships crash as has been claimed? Are the numerous stories of unusual debris and “alien bodies” actually true? Was there indeed a massive military coverup instituted by the Air Force, one which persists to this very day?




    Finally, were military personnel and ordinary civilians sworn to secrecy, intimidated, and threatened with death if they talked about the crashed flying saucer and its alien crew?




    In order to try and determine the truth about what actually did happen near Roswell, New Mexico, in 1947, our quest begins with a systematic examination of all the available evidence offered to date, beginning with the testimonies of those people who claim to have been involved.
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   *These are: The Roswell Incident by Charles Berlitz and William L. Moore (Berkeley Books, 1990); UFO Crash at Roswell by Kevin D. Randle and Donald R. Schmitt (Avon Books, 1991); The Roswell Report: A Historical Perspective (The J. Allen Hynek Center for UFO Studies, 1991); Crash at Corona by Stanton T. Friedman and Don Berliner (Paragon House, 1992); The Truth about the UFO Crash at Roswell by Kevin D. Randle and Donald R. Schmitt (Avon Books, 1994); Roswell UFO Crash Update—Exposing the Military Cover-Up of the Century by Kevin D. Randle (Global Communications, 1995); and Top Secret/MAJIC by Stanton T. Friedman (Marlowe & Company, 1996).


  *The Ballard Funeral Home held a contract for ambulance services in the city.
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