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Chapter 1



School’s Out!


Zack Nelson had a huge smile on his face as he waited in line for the lunchtime Sprockets Academy space bus. It was super-hot outside, but he didn’t mind. Nothing could ruin his mood today. It was the last day of school before summer vacation! Finally, when the bus arrived, all the kids climbed on board.
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As Zack made his way to the back of the bus, he overheard kids talking about their summer plans.


“My family is going on vacation to Cisnos,” said Seth Stevens, one of Zack’s friends. “My dad got us passes to Lollyland amusement park.”


“We are going to Araxie, the water planet,” said Sally Zerbin, one of his classmates. “I am going to spend all summer swimming at the beach.”


“I am staying on Nebulon,” said another boy. “But that is okay because my parents gave me permission to go to the Starcade every day!”
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Zack loved playing the games at the Starcade. Normally he would be jealous, but he had exciting summer plans of his own.
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When he reached the back of the bus, Zack slipped into a seat next to Drake Taylor. Ever since Zack and his family moved to Nebulon from Earth, Drake had been his best friend.


“Are you ready for Camp Stellar, Zack?” asked Drake.
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“Yeah, I can’t wait!” said Zack.


They were going to Sylvan, the perfect planet for space camp. The whole world was covered in forests filled with trees of all shapes and sizes.


“We’ll spend every day hiking, swimming, and camping. Plus, we’ll get to meet kids from all over the galaxy!” Drake said with excitement.
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“And I’ll get to add Sylvan to my 3-D planet-collector!” said Zack. “I’m excited to make new friends. But the best part is that we get to hang out all summer!”


“Yipee wah-wah!” Drake agreed.


The bus arrived at the cafeteria, and a few minutes later, Zack and Drake were eating their lunches.


“I am a little worried,” said Drake. He took a big bite out of his sandwich. “I have not finished packing.”
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Zack nodded. He twirled a few strands of twisty noods onto his spork. “I haven’t even started packing!”
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Zack’s sisters, Cathy and Charlotte, were sitting at the next table.
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“You boys are so . . . ,” said Charlotte.


“. . . unprepared. We are going to . . . ,” continued Cathy.


“. . . sing and dance at Glee Camp on . . .”


“. . . the planet Aria and . . .”


“. . . we’ve been all packed for days!”


Zack shook his head. He loved his sisters, but sometimes they drove him crazy. He had plenty of time to pack for an entire summer vacation in one night.


The rest of the afternoon went by slowly, until the final bell rang.


Their teacher, Ms. Rudolph, cheered, “I want to thank you for a great school year. And I wish you all a happy and safe summer.”


The boys sprang from their seats and raced outside.


“I’ll call you when I get home later,” Zack said to Drake. Then he hopped onto the Sprockets speedybus to go home and pack. Summer was here!
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