

  [image: image]




  [image: image]




  [image: image]




  To Mom. Look what you started!
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  Preface   Long before people began lugging early Kodak Brownie cameras around more than 100 years ago, postcards were a favorite way to document trips and adventures. Long-distance telephone calls were rare and costly, and postcards provided an inexpensive way (just a penny for a stamp) for folks to keep friends and family “posted” on where they were and what they were doing. In fact, until 1907, only the address was allowed on the back of the earliest postcards, requiring the sender to squeeze a brief message on the front.




  People collected as well as sent postcards in order to share with others the wonders and sights they had seen. The bright colors, some even tinted by hand, allowed people to relive their trip and to bring their friends and families along, over and over.




  The popularity of postcards exploded, with numerous merchants and photographers competing to offer unique views and the widest selection. No hotel, historic site, resort, village, town, city, natural wonder, or engineering achievement was too insignificant to escape being made into a postcard. Initially, many of the cards were produced in Germany. Later, printers in the United States got in on the craze. Most of the cards in this book come from the heyday of penny postcards, the period between 1900 and 1920.




  For people today, collecting antique postcards from coastal Maine—or from anywhere, for that matter—is a relatively inexpensive way to hold on to a piece of the past. The affection they engender creates a bond to the past in much the same way the beauty and history of these special places continue to hold on to our hearts. Around the turn of the twentieth century, there were literally thousands of postcards made of coastal Maine. It would be impossible to showcase them all, but the images in this book do provide a wonderful taste, a visual sampling, if you will, of the way things were “down Maine” around a century ago. They also contain clues to much of the state’s proud history. In that respect, they allow people of today to take a trip not only to a place they love and know well, or may one day hope to visit, but also to a place where no one can ever hope to go—back to another time.[image: image]




  1. FORT MCCLARY, KITTERY POINT    WITH A LOWER TIER OF GRANITE AND AN UPPER STRUCTURE OF SQUARED LOGS, THE BLOCKHOUSE AT FORT MCCLARY HAS STOOD GUARD OVER THE ENTRANCE TO THE PISCATAQUA RIVER SINCE IT WAS BUILT IN 1808–09. EVIDENCE OF FORTS ON THE SITE DATES BACK TO THE REVOLUTION. THE FORT WAS NAMED FOR NEW HAMPSHIRE MAJOR ANDREW MCCLARY WHO WAS KILLED AT THE BATTLE OF BUNKER (BREED’S) HILL IN BOSTON. THE FORT WAS REFURBISHED BETWEEN 1844 AND 1846, BUT WAS IN ROUGH CONDITION AT THE TIME THIS CARD WAS MADE. THE BLOCKHOUSE WAS RESTORED IN 1987, AND THE SITE IS NOW A STATE PARK.
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  2. NAVAL PRISON AT PORTSMOUTH NAVY YARD, KITTERY    PRESIDENT THOMAS JEFFERSON ESTABLISHED A NAVY YARD ON ISLANDS AT THE MOUTH OF THE PISCATAQUA RIVER IN JUNE 1800. THE YARD LAUNCHED ITS FIRST SHIP, THE WASHINGTON, IN 1815. OVER THE YEARS IT HAS BUILT ALL TYPES OF VESSELS, FROM STEAMSHIPS TO SUBMARINES, AND HAS SERVICED NUCLEAR-POWERED SUBS. IN 1915 THE TREATY ENDING THE RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR WAS SIGNED IN A BUILDING AT THE NAVY YARD.




  THE PRISON WAS ESTABLISHED IN 1898 TO HOLD THOUSANDS OF CAPTIVES FROM THE SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR. AT ITS PEAK DURING WWII, THE PRISON HELD 3,000 MEN. IT WAS CLOSED IN 1974.
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  3. THE SQUARE, YORK BEACH    TWO DECADES AFTER FIRST BEING SETTLED, YORK BECAME THE FIRST TOWN TO BE INCORPORATED IN MAINE, IN 1652. IT WAS FIRST CALLED AGAMENTICUS, THEN GORGEANA, AND FOR A TIME, BRISTOL. THE NAME WAS CHANGED TO YORK IN 1834. THINGS ARE BUSTLING IN YORK SQUARE AROUND 1900 AS PEOPLE TRAVEL BY TROLLEY, HORSE AND WAGON, AND EVEN AN EARLY AUTOMOBILE. AT FAR RIGHT IS GOLDENROD’S, WHICH IS STILL IN BUSINESS TODAY MAKING TRADITIONAL SALTWATER TAFFY THE SAME WAY THEY DID WHEN THE BUSINESS FIRST OPENED IN 1896. THE TAFFY IS MADE RIGHT IN FULL VIEW–UP TO THREE PIECES PER SECOND–AND IS PULLED, TWISTED, CUT, AND WRAPPED RIGHT ON THE PREMISES.




  [image: image]




  4. NUBBLE LIGHT, YORK BEACH    LOCATED TANTALIZINGLY CLOSE TO SHORE BUT UNREACHABLE EXCEPT BY BOAT, NUBBLE LIGHT HAS BEEN GUIDING MARINERS AROUND THE LEDGES OF CAPE NEDDICK NEAR THE ENTRANCE TO THE YORK RIVER SINCE 1879. CONGRESS APPROVED $ 15,000 FOR ITS CONSTRUCTION. THE LIGHT ATOP THE 41-FOOT-TALL BRICK AND CAST-IRON TOWER WAS AUTOMATED IN 1987. WHILE MOST KEEPERS USED A ROWBOAT FOR ACCESS, A CABLE AND BUCKET SYSTEM WAS ALSO EMPLOYED FOR A TIME. THE PYRAMIDAL TOWER HOUSES THE FOG BELL. AN ORGANIZATION CALLED THE FRIENDS OF NUBBLE LIGHT NOW HELPS PRESERVE THE PROPERTY.
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  5. OLD JAIL, YORK VILLAGE    THE VERY FIRST JAIL IN THE PROVINCE OF MAINE WAS STARTED IN YORK IN 1653 AND COMPLETED IN 1656. THE PRESENT BUILDING, WHICH INCORPORATES SOME TIMBERS FROM THE ORIGINAL, WAS BUILT IN 1719. ITS DUNGEONS AND CELLS SERVED AS THE ENTIRE PROVINCE’S JAIL UNTIL 1760, AND IT REMAINED THE COUNTY’S PRISON UNTIL 1820. FROM 1820 UNTIL 1860 IT WAS USED AS A LOCAL JAIL. IN THE EARLY YEARS, THE JAILER AND HIS FAMILY LIVED IN THE STRUCTURE.




  PEOPLE WERE JAILED FOR CRIMES SUCH AS SLANDER, PETTY THEFT, OR BAD DEBTS. LESSER CRIMES WERE PUNISHED BY LOCKING THE PERPETRATORS IN STOCKS OR PILLORIES OUTSIDE, OR OCCASIONALLY BY WHIPPING THEM. MORE SERIOUS OFFENDERS WERE HANGED.




  THE OLD GAOL, AS IT IS NOW CALLED, WAS RESCUED FROM DETERIORATION IN 1900, AND IS CARED FOR BY THE OLD YORK HISTORICAL SOCIETY.
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  6. SURF AT YORK BEACH    IMAGINE SWIMMING IN THE OCEAN FULLY CLOTHED, ESPECIALLY WITH WOOL GARMENTS AND HATS! FORTUNATELY FOR THESE BATHERS, SOCIAL MORES CONCERNING “AQUATIC COSTUMES” WERE LOOSENING UP. WOOL WAS GIVING WAY TO FLANNEL, COTTON, MUSLIN, AND LINEN.




  CREATIVE WOMEN HAVE ALWAYS BEEN DRAWN TO YORK. GEORGIA O’KEEFFE PAINTED AT YORK BEACH IN THE 1920s. AUTHOR MAY SARTON DID SOME OF HER BEST WRITING DURING THE FINAL YEARS OF HER LIFE AT “WILD KNOLL,” HER HOME BY THE SEA IN YORK. SHE DIED AT AGE 83 IN JULY OF 1995.
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  7. BEACH AND THREE HOTELS, YORK BEACH    AS ON THE REST OF MAINE’S SOUTHERN COAST, HOTELS SOON SPRANG UP IN YORK TO ACCOMMODATE THE SCORES OF PEOPLE LOOKING FOR A SEASIDE VACATION. THE THREE BIG HOTELS ARE, FROM LEFT, THE FAIRMONT, THE WAHNITA, AND YOUNG’S.




  A CENTURY B FORE IT BECAME A TOURIST MECCA, YORK RESIDENTS THREW PRE–REVOLUTIONARY WAR “TEA PARTY” OF THEIR OWN, MONTHS AFTER THE FAMOUS BOSTON TEA PARTY. WHEN A SHIP DOCKED IN YORK HARBOR CARRYING 150 POUNDS OF TEA, THE LOCAL SONS OF LIBERTY SEIZED THE CARGO AND PLACED IT IN A STOREHOUSE. A NEWSPAPER AT THE TIME REPORTED THAT THE NEXT NIGHT, “A NUMBER OF PICKWACKET INDIANS CAME INTO TOWN AND BROKE OPEN SAID STORE AND CARRIED IT OFF.” THE TEA MIRACULOUSLY RETURNED TO ITS OWNER TWO DAYS LATER. THE SONS SAVED FACE, NO DUTY WAS PAID, AND YORK RESIDENTS CONTINUED TO ENJOY THEIR TEA.
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  8. GAY WHITE WAY, YORK BEACH    THE IMPRESSIVE FACADE OF THE GAY WHITE WAY WAS THE ENTRANCE TO A SERIES OF ARCADES, GAMES OF SKILL, A DANCE HALL, AND A THEATRE CONTAINED IN AN OCTAGONAL BUILDING OUT BACK. GAY WHITE WAY OWNER FRANK ELLIS MOVED THE FACADE ITSELF TO YORK FROM REVERE BEACH IN MASSACHUSETTS. NOTE THE MANY TRANSPORTATION OPTIONS SHOWN IN THIS VIEW: TROLLEY, BICYCLES, HORSE-DRAWN CARRIAGES, AND A TOURING CAR DATING FROM AROUND 1912.




  AS THE BUILDING’S FORTUNES WANED, THE STATELY FRONT AND COLUMNS DETERIORATED AND WERE REMOVED. LATER ITS NAME WAS CHANGED TO FRIEDA’S ARCADE. THE BUILDING WAS DESTROYED IN A SUSPICIOUS FIRE ON MARCH 29, 1951.
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  9. BOON ISLAND LIGHT    LOCATED NINE MILES OFF YORK BEACH, BOON ISLAND IS ONE OF MAINE’S MOST INHOSPITABLE OFF SHORE LOCATIONS, LACKING ANY SOIL OR VEGETATION. THE FIRST TWO LIGHTHOUSES BUILT ON BOON WERE SWEPT AWAY. THE PRESENT 137-FOOT-TALL GRANITE TOWER WAS BUILT IN 1852. DURING A BLIZZARD IN 1978, TWO KEEPERS HAD TO TAKE REFUGE IN THE TOWER AS WAVES SMASHED AND SWEPT AWAY THE KEEPER’S HOUSE, SUPPLY BUILDING, AND BOAT HOUSE. THE ISLAND GOT ITS NAME FROM VICTIMS OF A SHIPWRECK THERE IN 1682, WHO SAID THEIR SURVIVAL WAS A BOON FROM GOD.
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