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Outside of a dog, a book is man’s best friend.


Inside of a dog, it’s too dark to read.


—Groucho Marx
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Introduction


Dogs are far more than pets: they’ve become part of the family, and it’s not considered strange to admit it. We sleep in the same room with them (and sometimes in the same bed), take them on vacation with us, and share kisses, food, and toys. We entrust our households and children to their sharp, protective barks and keen territorial instincts.


In return for a place to sleep, a pat on the head, some water and a bowl of chow, we get pure, unconditional love, and lots of it. This collection of fabulous sweaters and irresistible accessories is the perfect opportunity to knit up your gratitude.


Five savvy young designers offer patterns that are for functional, comfortable items—and, let’s face it, look really cute. The book opens with great Everyday Sweaters to keep Fido warm and dry, then it’s onto Haute Coats, special-occasion coats and ruffles sure to please even the pickiest pups. You and your dog will look smashing in any of the Matchy Matchy sets you choose to knit. And since Accessories Make the Dog, the book closes with a fresh collection of stylish beds, bags, collars, and, of course, toys.


Don’t think that sporting dog sweaters is a Small Dogs Only club. These sweaters are designed for dogs of all sizes, from teacup to jumbo. Just take a look at the photographs and you’ll see a rollicking assortment of breeds enjoying their knitwear—from big, clumsy retrievers to toy-sized poodles. Tips on measuring your dog and choosing a sweater size will help ensure a good fit, and if sweaters aren’t your dog’s thing, the accessories ensure he won’t be left out in the cold.


Our patterns offer something for knitters of all skill levels. We define a lot of terms and techniques on page 12 and also in the patterns themselves. However, if you come across an unfamiliar technique, any good “how-to” book will steer you right. See the Resources list at the back of the book for suggested reading.


DOES YOUR DOG NEED A SWEATER?


Dogs from cold climates who spend their days and nights outdoors are naturally insulated against the insults of weather. Their coats are thick and their bodies have enough fat to keep them warm. But what about short-haired housedogs, bred for warmer weather and accustomed to cushier lives? Sometimes it’s an easy call: your mini pinscher probably needs a sweater to keep her from shivering her way through Chicago winters; the neighbor’s Siberian husky probably can do without.


These days, most pet dogs (even huskies) do not live outdoors around the clock. They spend much of their time in well-heated homes, so their bodies, naturally enough, acclimate to these cozy indoor environments. When these pets are taken out for cold-weather walks and exercise, the shift to outside temperatures can be a shock to their systems. The solution? Knit up a bulky wool sweater, like the Irish Fisherdog sweater on page 58 (plus some nice matching gloves for yourself). Or arm your pup against the cold with a fleece-lined Houndstooth Hunting Jacket, page 24.


If your beloved dog is getting a little gray around the muzzle, you know that dogs can be senior citizens, too. Older dogs’ bodies are sensitive to the cold, so do something nice for yours and knit him a soft, warm sweater or jacket. Legwarmers (see page 89) might be just the thing for an older dog suffering from stiff joints and arthritis.


Let’s not forget those dogs that love wearing clothes. Aside from the warmth of an additional layer or two, they revel in the attention they receive for their snappy knitwear and may really strut their stuff. If you own one of these show-dog wannabes (or a real show dog!), consider knitting her a whole wardrobe of dog clothes, from everyday sweaters to sparkles and faux fur. (The Haute Coats chapter offers projects that’d be perfect for her.) You care about what you wear. Why shouldn’t your best pal be as warm and stylishly dressed as you are?



WHICH YARN SHOULD YOU USE?


The patterns call for yarns that will yield great results—and look smashing, too. If you want to try a different yarn though, feel free to substitute. For all projects where it matters, gauge is given in stitches and rows per four inches. In your search for alternatives, look for yarns with a similar gauge. Of course, even yarns of the same gauge can vary widely—a silk yarn will look and behave differently from a mohair one. A yarn with a texture similar to the one suggested will yield the best results, but if you have the time to experiment, go ahead! Unless you own a jumbo-sized dog, these sweaters are relatively small, so experiment away. But don’t forget, when you’ve substituted yarns, it’s especially important to make a gauge swatch.




HE JUST WON’T WEAR IT (or Sweater-Haters’ Anonymous)


Sure, you’ll encounter dogs who are not comfortable in sweaters; like the love of a particular chew toy, it’s a matter of personal preference. If your dog has never worn a sweater, here’s a way to tell if he will tolerate a sweater without going to the trouble of knitting one: Put him in a child-sized T-shirt with the sleeves cut off and see how he reacts. Don’t try this when it’s 95° and make sure that the shirt is not too big or too small. If the dog ignores it or starts strutting around, you’ve got an ideal candidate for a dog sweater. If the dog panics, tries to bite or scratch it off, refuses to move, or exhibits other visibly unhappy behavior, take it off immediately.


But don’t give up yet! Try again a few days later, leaving the T-shirt on for 15-minute intervals to see if he warms to the idea. If he does, you can feel confident he will appreciate a sweater, so cast on without fear. If not, do not insist he wear one. You and the animal will both get stressed out, and it’s not worth it. Instead, turn to Accessories Make the Dog, and try one of the hand-knit collar patterns. Even a dog who won’t wear a sweater will enjoy a fun new toy or a cozy dog bed knit with love by their favorite human!





Many of the patterns in this book are knit in natural fibers. They insulate well and breathe better than synthetics, so your doggy will feel cozy but not claustrophobic. Furthermore, wool stays warm even when wet; a synthetic yarn will not. If you can’t stand the idea of hand washing, an acrylic blend or superwash wool may be the way to go because they can be machine washed with no ill effects. Most likely, you want to knit a functional sweater for your dog, not a museum piece, so choose yarns that match the amount of care you care to give.


HOW TO CHOOSE THE RIGHT SIZE FOR YOUR DOG


The best way to determine what size sweater is appropriate for your dog is by chest measurement. When your dog is calm and standing still, measure around his chest at its widest point. Do not pull the tape measure tightly; allow it to sit comfortably around the dog’s chest. Next measure the length of your dog’s back. With the dog standing and looking straight ahead, measure from the collar to the base (not tip!) of the tail. If your dog is skittish or too curious about the tape measure to stand still, enlist a helper to distract him while you measure.


Use the chart on the next page to determine the size that most closely matches your dog’s chest measurement, allowing for a bit of ease—as little as half an inch for tiny dogs, up to four inches for the largest dogs. Our patterns will fit dogs with chest measurements from 8 to 36 inches, though not every pattern includes directions for the full size range. (What looks good on a Yorkie is unlikely to suit a rottweiler!)



CUSTOMIZE THE FIT


It is generally easier to adjust the length of the sweater than the width, so remember to always choose your size based on the chest measurement. If your dog’s back length measurement is significantly longer or shorter than the length specified in the pattern, you will want to modify the pattern for a good fit. A skinny dog like a greyhound may need his sweater lengthened; a particularly barrel-chested bull dog will likely need her sweater shortened. It’s worth the extra effort: you’ll be happier with the final results and so will your pooch.


You should add or subtract the appropriate number of inches to the back panel behind the leg holes. Alter the front panel by the same amount. Any shaping done on these pieces should be worked as specified in the pattern. Start with the diagrams that accompany the pattern to figure out the adjusted measurements for your customized sweater.




SWEATER SIZING CHART


Use this chart to determine the sweater size that’s right for your dog. Start with her chest measurement to determine size; check length to determine whether you need to shorten or lengthen the sweater pattern to fit your dog.


The last column lists a few of the breeds that would typically wear each sweater size. However, matching breed to size is not a perfect science. The typical bull terrier would wear a medium; yours might require a small. A standard dachshund and a pug both wear XS sweaters, but the dachshund’s sweater would need to be lengthened. Each dog is unique; be sure to measure your pup before deciding on a size.
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	size


	dog’s girth


	dog’s length (from collar to tailbone)


	sweater girth


	sweater length


	typical breed







	XXS


	7” to 10”


	10”


	10”


	8”


	Yorkie, Chihuahua, Toy Poodle







	XS


	10” to 13”


	14”


	14”


	12”


	Pug, Dachshund, Pekingese







	S


	13” to 17”


	18”


	18”


	16”


	Cocker Spaniel, Corgi, Lhasa Apso







	M


	17” to 21”


	22”


	22”


	20”


	Beagle, Whippet, Bulldog







	L


	21” to 25”


	26”


	26”


	24”


	Standard Poodle, Labrador, Greyhound







	XL


	25” to 29”


	30”


	30”


	28”


	Collie, German Shepherd, Chow Chow







	XXL


	29” to 33”


	32”


	34”


	30”


	Rottweiler, Doberman, Akita







	XXXL


	33” to 37”


	34”


	38”


	32”


	Bullmastiff, Short-haired St. Bernard
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HOW TO PUT A SWEATER ON A DOG


It’s in your dog’s best interest for you to learn to do this quickly. Scrunch the sweater up like a sock and put your dog’s head through the neck hole. Put your hand through a leg opening (from the outside of the sweater) and grasp her foot, covering the nails with your hand, then gently lead the foot through the leg opening. Repeat for the other leg. The idea is to prevent the delicate toes, especially the dewclaws, if your dog has them, from getting tangled in the knit fabric. That hurts!


We have found that many dogs who are happy enough wearing sweaters do not like sleeves. Therefore, all the patterns in this book can be knit without sleeves, though some have optional directions for them. Knit sleeves if you like, but be forewarned that even good-natured dogs may not like them.


With one exception, harness or collar openings are not built into these patterns because the exact spot that’s comfortable for your pet is different for each animal. Harnesses should go underneath the sweaters, not over them. After the sweater is on your dog, find the metal loop on the collar or harness and hook on the leash through the sweater. After a few wearings, the knitting will naturally begin to part at that spot, and you can go back and blanket stitch or crochet around that area to make a permanent opening if you’d like. (See Everyday Turtleneck, page 17, for more specific instructions on knitting a leash opening into the sweater.)


CARING FOR DOG SWEATERS


You may not need to clean your own sweaters very often. But you don’t gallop through puddles, dig in garbage cans, or mark every fire hydrant that crosses your path. Dogs are harder on their sweaters, so you’ll need to wash them more frequently. Dogs can stink, but their sweaters need not!


Hand wash or dry clean your dog’s hand knits at least once or twice a year (or whenever they look or smell like they need it!), and always clean them at the end of the cold season before you pack them away. Wash garments according to the care needs specified on the yarn’s ball band; the patterns in this book also offer tips on special care. If in doubt, a sure approach is to hand wash the sweater with a gentle shampoo or dishwashing liquid in a lukewarm bath in the sink. Immerse and let soak for 15 minutes; drain and repeat for especially dirty or smelly items. Rinse two or three times in lukewarm water to get the soap out. Roll the sweater in a towel and squeeze to remove excess moisture, then lay flat to dry. You may need to turn the sweater inside out to thoroughly dry both sides. Never put a damp sweater on your pooch! While hand washing your dog’s sweater may seem like an extra burden, take cheer that at least the sweater will not shake itself dry in the middle of your living room!




ABBREVIATIONS AND TECHNIQUES


This book assumes a familiarity with basic knitting terms and techniques. If a technique is new to you and you want to learn more about it, see book recommendations and online resources on page 95.


BO Bind off stitches


Cable cast on Also called knitted cast on.


CC Contrast color


Dec Decrease


Decrease bind-off [K2tog, sl stitch back to left needle] Repeat to end of row.


DK Double knit, double knitting. This technique creates a doubled fabric with two right sides––and an opening between them. On an even number of stitches, work all rows: [K1, sl 1 wyib] to end of row.


DPNs Double-pointed needles. Useful for working in the round, especially in tight places.


g Grams


Icord Makes a thin tube. On double-pointed needles, knit across prescribed number of stitches, but do not turn work. Slide stitches to other end of needle and knit again over same stitches, being careful to pull yarn snugly across back of work between rows. Repeat until cord reaches desired length.


K Knit


K1fb Knit into the front and back of next stitch. Also called a “bar increase.”


K2tog Knit two stitches together (a right-leaning decrease).


M1 Make one stitch. Pick up the horizontal bar between two stitches and knit through its back loop (an increase).


Mattress Stitch A technique used to seam pieces almost invisibly. Use a yarn needle and thread to sew the two pieces, working on the “ladders” between the first and second stitches on each piece. Work from the right side of piece.


MC Main color


mm Millimeters


P Purl


P2tog Purl two stitches together (a decrease)


PSSO Pass slipped stitch(es) over


Reverse Stockinette Stitch Stockinette Stitch with the purl side as the right side of the work.


RS Right (public) side of work


Seed Stitch For an even number of stitches, [k1, p1] across. On second row, [p1, k1] across. Knit the purl stitches and purl the knit stitches.


Sl Slip


Sl 1 Slip one stitch. Slip the stitch purlwise unless otherwise indicated.


Sl 1 wyib Slip one stitch purlwise with yarn in back.


Sl 1 wyif Slip one stitch purlwise with yarn in front.


Sl 1, k2tog, psso Slip one stitch, knit two stitches together, pass the slipped stitch over the completed k2tog (a double decrease)


SSK Slip two stitches knitwise, one at a time, then stick left needle through the fronts of these two stitches from left to right and knit the two together (a left-leaning decrease).


St(s) Stitch(es)


Tog Together


W+T Wrap next stitch and turn. A technique used to create tidy rows.


WS Wrong side of work


wyib With yarn in back


wyif With yarn in front


yd(s) Yard(s)


YO Yarn over, or yarn forward. Bring yarn to front between stitches. Work next stitch. A yarn over creates an eyelet and an increase.


*…* or […] Repeat directions between asterisks or brackets as indicated in pattern.
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