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    Foreword




    Texas: Golf’s Most Historic State


    ★




    I’VE OFTEN BEEN asked about why Texas golf and Texas golfers are so special, and I think the best way to answer that question is that we have the best intrastate competitions of any city or state. When I grew up, I played in an amateur tournament every single week. In Fort Worth, there were so many tournaments; the Star Telegram was the headquarters for all of them. We had to get a date so we wouldn’t have a conflict with another tournament because we had so many events. We could play in a tournament every single week, all summer long.




    We played on different golf courses, different putting surfaces: sand greens, Bermuda greens, bent greens, and rye greens. We played in wind conditions, heat conditions, hard ground and soft ground, everything golf has to offer.




    When you learn to play here, you have some courses with wide fairways, some fairways that are as hard as a table. You have a wide variety of greens, great greens and sand greens. There is something about the competition and the background of golf in Texas that has produced the good players from 1928 on until now. It’s almost like one generation is built upon the next.
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  Byron Nelson (center), with pro golfer Nick Price (left) and Nelson’s wife Perry (right). (Photo courtesy of Salesmanship Club Dallas)




  I don’t want to put myself up with Tiger, but any golfer who knows anything about golf at all knows that Tiger helped raised the level on Tour. The young players saw what he did, and now they are really good and playing for a lot of money. That’s what we wanted to do when I played.




  I’ve sometimes been asked what’s been my role in Texas golf history. I was born and raised here and still live here. And the tournament that has my name on it raises more money for charity than any other tournament on the PGA Tour. I guess that says the way I feel about Texas golf and my role in it.




  Byron Nelson




  Roanoke, Texas




  

    Preface




    One Incredible Texas Golf Journey


    ★




    WHEN I THINK about all the great players, events, and history we’ve produced in Texas golf history, it’s amazing to realize that decade after decade, year after year, the best, the most interesting, and the most historic players have come from the Lone Star State.




    The greatest shotmakers that have ever played the game are from Texas because of the wide variety of courses we have here, differing weather, and varying conditions of our courses. I’ve always thought it was easier for players from Texas to go to the Northeast or elsewhere to play than for those same players to come down here. We’re used to tough conditions and tougher courses, so when we went else-where, it seemed easier for us. When players from other states came here, they often had no chance.




    The conditions we face on a daily basis force golfers to improvise and to learn lots of different kinds of shots for all different situations they will face. That’s why I think Texas is a great place to live and learn and play golf and why I feel so fortunate to have grown up and played here and live here.
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  Lee Trevino. (Photo courtesy of Lee Trevino)




  I’ve been asked before if Texas is really golf’s most historic state, and to me there is no doubt that it is. Florida has more courses, the Northeast may have more of golf’s beginnings, but no one can beat Texas for great players, great events, and great characters.




  This book, which covers every historic decade of Texas golf’s past and present history, should be a great background for those who have lived here for years and an interesting introduction for newcomers or Lone Star visitors. Heck, I’m even in here a few times, so enjoy it and educate yourself about this great golf state.




  Lee Trevino




  Dallas, Texas
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    ★
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  My ever long-suffering and wonderful wife Belinda read every word, and my great daughters Allison and Ashley hopefully understood when I told them for the two-hundredth time Dad had to work on his book again. Most important, all praise for my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, who has given me this writing ability and whom I seek to honor every day.




  

    Introduction




    Texas Golfing Dreams


    ★




    ALL BOB ESTES started out with was dreams. While growing up on the windswept, flat, some might even say just plain ugly eastern edge of West Texas known as Abilene, dreams were about all the young Estes had to sustain him during his frequent trips to the nine-hole Lazy Tee Par 3 golf course. Estes would always carry his clubs, often a favorite wedge and putter in his light canvas bag, dragging himself and his golfing tools around the small course, always alone with his dreams.




    Estes’s dreams were about joining his golfing heroes, guys like fellow Abilene golfer Billy Maxwell, who had achieved the amazing feat of winning 35 consecutive amateur tournaments in Texas during his high school and college years in the 1950s while helping lead North Texas State to four consecutive NCAA titles from 1949 to 1952. Estes also dreamed about joining in the footsteps of North Texas natives Ben Hogan and Byron Nelson on the PGA Tour, two players he said “set the standard” for competitive golfing in America. Nelson had done the seemingly impossible by winning 11 straight PGA Tour events in 1945, while Hogan achieved the incredible by overcoming a nearly fatal auto crash with a bus in 1949, not only surviving but thriving against golf’s greatest players and capturing an additional five major championships in the years following the wreck. “The greatest accomplishment in golf is how Hogan came back to win five majors in the 1950s after the car accident,” says legendary Texas golf writer Dan Jenkins.


  




  




  Now living in Texas’ capital city of Austin, Estes, a multiple winner on the PGA Tour himself and the former NCAA Golfer of the Year while playing for the University of Texas, still thinks about his juvenile golfing dreams, those that came true and those he has yet to achieve. “Texas helped lay the foundation for my game,” he says. “All we need is a nine-hole course, a place to practice and a little imagination; we can conquer the world. It’s not the money, but the history and the wins in Texas.”




  Looking at golf’s ultimate honor, induction into the World Golf Hall of Fame, you’ll see that’s exactly what Estes’s heroes past and present have achieved. Of the 104 people currently enshrined in the sport’s ultimate show-case, 18 have some direct connection to Texas either through birth or longtime residence, a total which nearly doubles the next highest state represented.




  The 2004 Hall of Fame honoree Tom Kite called his recent induction a dream come true for the latest in a never-ending line of great Texas golfers. “Texans are a breed unto themselves, and Texas golfers have made more history than any other breed the world has known,” he said in the 1993 book Texas Golf Legends.




  Jackson Bradley has been a Texas golf pro long enough to see multiple decades of great players, from Nelson and Hogan to Jack Burke Sr. and Jr. and University of Texas great Ben Crenshaw. He knows exactly what Estes is talking about when he mentions his Lone Star golfing dreams. “Everything in Texas is a dream,” said Bradley, now in the midst of his eighth decade of Texas golf.




  The longest of long-shot dreams is what brought the PGA Championship to the south in 1927 for the first time at Cedar Crest Golf Club in Dallas, thanks to the tireless work of early Texas golf promoters John Bredemus and Sol Dreyfuss. “The word pro means promoter. That’s what we do for golf,” says Houston’s Jack Burke Jr.




  Drive and dreams brought the U.S. Open south of the Mason-Dixon Line for the first time in 1941 at Colonial Country Club in Fort Worth, home of the first 18-hole course in the South and Southwest with bent-grass greens. In the ensuing decades, dreams persuaded Jack Munger, Graham Ross, and E. J. Burke to snare major golf championships for their beloved Texas courses when all were less than five years old.




  Dreams are the only things that allowed Ben Hogan to escape the trauma of watching his father’s suicide at home in Dublin, a nearly career-crippling hook off the tee box, and three failed attempts at the PGA Tour to emerge as the game’s most feared and mysterious figure, even in death. They encouraged tenth-grade dropout Byron Nelson to persevere as a caddy, assistant pro, and head professional to become one of golf’s greatest champions and its greatest gentleman.




  Golf dreams, about the only thing Lee Trevino could afford for the first two decades of his life, allowed him to overcome a poverty-ridden childhood in a house without electricity or running water, a father he never knew, and a low-pay, blue-collar upbringing. He emerged as the first golfer to hold the professional golf championships in three different countries in the same year. “I broke the mold when I won because nobody with my background had ever won this much in any sport.”




  For Texas in the twenty-first century, golf dreams aren’t merely for the history books. They are alive and well and teeing up for millions in prize money every week on the PGA Tour in the form of Dallas’ Justin Leonard and Andrews native Chad Campbell. Leonard, almost the same size as Hogan, heard a thousand times as a kid that he was too small to succeed in today’s high-powered world of professional golf. One of the few players who can match Hogan in on-course intensity, Leonard responded by hitting about a million practice balls under the watchful eye of mentor Randy Smith at Royal Oaks Country Club in Dallas. That led to national college and amateur honors for the Texas native who has never lived outside the state and never plans to. He captured a victory with the oldest prize in golf, the British Open Championship, along with a half dozen other prestigious pro golf victories and millions of dollars in prize money and endorsements.




  Campbell prepared for golf greatness in the mold of Maxwell and Estes, often alone or with his older brother at the dubiously named Andrews “country club,” a humble facility that had produced little but dust storms and two-for-one beer nights with over-flowing ashtrays in its entire existence until Campbell honed his game there. He captured the season-ending 2003 Tour Championship at Champions Golf Club in Houston and added the 2004 Bay Hill PGA Tour title along with a spot on the 2004 U.S. Ryder Cup team, already making more in his brief career than most people in Andrews will make in a lifetime. “I’m just happy we had a course in Andrews and an 18-hole one at that,” Campbell said. “My past has made me the player that I am, and I like the way things have turned out.”




  Many of the state’s golfers, both professional and amateur, are considered the greatest produced by the game. Their deeds are hard to believe in scope, nearly impossible to duplicate, and amazing to consider. Texas is the site of the nation’s worst natural disaster, the 1900 Galveston hurricane, along with its greatest repeatable source, decade after decade, of golf champions and unforgettable characters.




  In a 1940s Texas newspaper column, golf legend Gene Sarazen summed up the state’s golfing heritage. “Ah, Texas. The golf capital of the world. It’s the people and the golfers here who are responsible. They’re friendly and thoughtful and loyal to their kids.” Writing in the prestigious New Yorker magazine in the 1950s, author Herbert Warren Wind proclaimed the state “The New Scotland” for the large number of top players it had produced.




  CBS golf analyst Lanny Wadkins, who moved to Texas three decades ago from Virginia, noticed the generational pull. “In Texas, it’s just one solid generation after another,” as Wadkins is now hopeful his own talented sons can contribute to the latest Lone Star legacy. “One generation inspires another,” adds golf pro Buddy Cook, who grew up in the state’s golf gambling hotbed, Odessa, and has served as head pro at some of the state’s most prestigious clubs.




  Longtime Texas historian Francis Trimble pauses when asked how the dreams of a state and its golfers could have started with nothing and wound up with just about everything they ever thought about. “Texas admires winners, they always have,” Trimble said. “Rich men don’t create champions. Winning and competition creates champions. We’re so competitive in this state, it’s a natural.”




  The Texas Golf Association helped launch the Lone Star golfing boom when it started in a Houston hotel in 1906. Its executive director, Rob Addington, says the state’s golfers have built, embellished, and verified plenty of golfing myths. “A lot of that ‘Tin Cup’ stuff from the movies really existed in Texas.”




  What else to expect from a state that produced the forerunner of the modern electric cart and the sand wedge—a state that was the site of incorporation for the bylaws of the PGA Tour, the birth of the over-50 Senior Tour, and the one-time headquarters for the ladies’ professional tour along with the home of its all-time most successful player, Kathy Whitworth, and its most colorful, Babe Didrikson Zaharias?




  There is a century-plus trail of Texas golf dreams fulfilled, shattered, and yet to come with Lone Star golf glory still being built one dream at a time.
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    ★




    
Texas Golf Beginnings, 1896–1919


    The Dreams Turned into Links


    ★





    5 Highlights of the First Decades




    

      

      



      

        	★



        	Dallas Golf and Country Club begins in 1896 as a six-hole crude homemade layout near downtown Dallas.

      




      

        	★



        	Galveston Country Club becomes the state’s first officially chartered club in 1898.

      




      

        	★



        	Austin Golf Club begins in 1899 with Lewis Hancock and friends walking off the holes. Harvey Penick is hired as a caddy in 1913.

      




      

        	★



        	Brackenridge Park is founded as the first public course in Texas in 1916, featuring green-grass greens and A. W. Tillinghast as its architect.

      




      

        	★



        	John Bredemus arrives in San Antonio in 1919, serves as assistant pro at Brackenridge, and goes on to design 80 percent of the first courses in Texas.

      


    


  




  The Story of the First Decades: The Father of Texas Golf




  Of all the men who could be considered marked for success at an early age, John Bredemus should be at the top of almost any list. He was considered brilliant, yet he was a loner. Task oriented and highly productive, yet prone to wandering for hours without his shoes or telling anyone his destination, he would sometimes even enter into his golf clients’ offices shoeless, as he did with banker Houston Jesse Jones when he was building Memorial Park in the 1930s. Bredemus might climb to the top of trees to get a better view of his latest golf course creation, according to an almanac listing.




  “John Bredemus is the Father of Texas Golf, but nobody really knows who he is,” said Tinsley Penick, the former head pro at Austin Country Club. Penick’s father, Harvey, claimed to be Bredemus’s closest friend after meeting him in 1919 when Bredemus came south from New York to teach high school math in San Antonio, looking for a place to play golf year-round.




  While there are plenty of mysteries and gaps in his Texas career, what is not in doubt is that he was a huge factor in getting golf off the ground in the state. He built public facilities in Houston, Hermann, and Memorial Park, which he called his finest work. While serving as an assistant pro at Brackenridge Park in San Antonio, he helped spearhead the creation of the Texas PGA and the Texas Open, which began in 1922 and energized the dream of a regular professional golf tour with stops all through the South and Southwest during the winter months. He was also a part of the Texas contingent that helped land the PGA Championship, the first held in the South, at Dallas’ Cedar Crest in 1927. Near the end of his career, he helped create what is generally acclaimed as the state’s finest overall layout, Colonial Country Club in Fort Worth, the site of the first U.S. Open held in the Southwest in 1941.




  

    TEXAS GOLF FACT


  




  

    Texas Golf Fact: The first recorded Texas golf exhibition was staged in 1887 by Cumming Macdona on the parade grounds of Fort Sam Houston in San Antonio.


  




  The son of hardworking immigrants from Luxembourg, he was born in 1894 and quickly earned acceptance into the finest East Coast schools. He began at the prestigious Phillips Exeter Academy in New Hampshire in 1904–1905, then on to Dartmouth College and later Princeton to study civil engineering, according to his published biography. But Bredemus was far from a book-smart, pencil-pushing academician generally removed from the real world—he was a gifted athlete as well. After one year at Dartmouth, he dropped out to prepare for the national Amateur Athletic Union (AAU) All-Around Competition, a grueling 10-event decathlon all performed in a single day in New York City. He captured the national AAU title as America’s best all-around athlete and went to Princeton, where he was a star halfback for the Tigers football team, then a national powerhouse, according to a lengthy article on Bredemus in Golfiana magazine.




  Bredemus graduated with a degree in Civil Engineering in 1912 and prepared to defend his AAU national title in New York against none other than Jim Thorpe. The king of Sweden had just acclaimed the legendary Thorpe as the World’s Greatest Athlete after winning a pair of gold medals in the 1912 Summer Olympics in Stockholm, Sweden. In the national AAU competition held in New York under wet, sloppy conditions, both Bredemus and Thorpe broke the previous AAU decathlon scoring record with ease. The more experienced Thorpe gained the national title by a mere 175 points, according to the Golfiana article, but his landmark win would not last long. Less than six months later, Thorpe was stripped of his Olympic and AAU gold medals for having played semipro baseball, and his Olympic medals were placed in a bank vault and never returned. His gold AAU medals were given to Bredemus, according to Penick, who carried them with him almost until the day he died.
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  John Bredemus, the Father of Texas Golf. (Photo courtesy of Institute of Texas Cultures/San Antonio Light Collection)




  In 1914, Bredemus discovered golf at America’s first public course, Van Courtland Park, in New York City, learning the game well enough to play in several prestigious tournaments as an amateur. He helped build the Lido Golf Club on Long Island and was present for the founding of the PGA of America on January 17, 1916, in the Taplow Club at the Hotel Martinique in New York City.




  After playing and working on the East Coast for a couple of years, Bredemus came to Texas in 1919, arriving in San Antonio. Since he was a man of few words, not given to lengthy speeches or detailed correspondence, there is little to indicate why Bredemus became such a proponent of the game and what drew him to Texas.




  Penick was one of the first to introduce the name of Bredemus to the general golfing public in his best-selling Little Red Book in the early 1990s and says he never forgot the lessons of his legendary friend. “John taught me it takes the eyes of an artist to design a course, but the skills of an engineer to build one. He had both.”




  Bredemus was hired as an assistant high school principal in San Antonio for the 1919–1920 school year and also became a part-time assistant pro at Brackenridge Park, but his main profession was designing, building, and promoting Texas golf. He became the state’s first professional, full-time architect, whereas well-meaning committees or traveling golf planners had done most previous Texas layouts.




  His first design effort was San Felipe Springs in Del Rio in 1921, but he went on to build or renovate courses all over the state, including courses in Houston, Corpus Christi, Harlingen, Austin, all through the Hill County region, Fort Worth, and West Texas. He installed the first bent-grass greens on the nine-hole San Angelo Country Club in 1928 and had the distinction of never designing a sand-green course in Texas, according to golf historians, an extreme rarity for those times.




  Texas historian Francis Trimble once wrote that Bredemus “saw Texas golf not as it was, but as it could be. He was goal oriented instead of people oriented.” Prone to wandering the back roads of the state without telling anyone where he was going or what he was working on, Bredemus avoided all trappings of success. “I never knew what he was spending his money on,” Penick said, and Bredemus strongly resisted any attempt to get him to visit the insides of the clubs once they opened.




  He would often play checkers with members or with others who stopped by under the clubhouse trees for hours, but wouldn’t enter the clubhouse. Bredemus told numerous pros who invited him inside, “I don’t feel like I belong with the people inside there.”




  His tridesign of Colonial Country Club along with his protégé Ralph Plummer and architectural veteran Perry Maxwell in the mid-1930s is considered his greatest layout and has stood the test of time for golf architectural acclaim.




  Penick appears to have the best insight into Bredemus’s unseen genius temperament during a visit to Ridglea Country Club in Fort Worth, where he was working on the second 18 holes. “He said, ‘There will be a tee and over there will be a green, Harvey.’ He could picture all the holes in his head. All I could picture was we were knee deep in brush and I was getting covered in chiggers” (Penick’s Little Red Book ).




  Bredemus died of a heart attack in Big Spring in 1946 while working on another course design. He is buried there under a simple gravestone that lists his name but not his many contributions to Texas golf. While alive, Bredemus indicated he cared little for money, lived in the sparsest possible facility, and carried all his possessions in a cloth sack. When he died, he was penniless, and his family, whom he hadn’t seen in many years, wanted little to do with him. Longtime Brackenridge Park head professional Murray Brooks, at the course where the builder/dreamer got his Texas start, took up a collection among fellow pros for a proper service and burial, helping Bredemus avoid an unmarked pauper’s grave, according to a Golfiana article.




  When it was time for the funeral service, Texas pros and others lined up to see the gold medals from the man who was known to have kept Thorpe’s AAU gold for more than 30 years. The medals were nowhere to be found, but Penick once said he thinks he knows what happened to them. “Not long before he died, John showed me the medals in a cigar box. ‘You know what I’m going to do with them?’ he asked. ‘No. What?’ I said. ‘I think I’m going to melt them down.’ ”




  Just one more mystery for the Father of Texas Golf.




  Who Was First?




  Looking to start a good 19th-hole argument among your Texas golfing friends on a slow, rainy afternoon? Just start talking about which course was the first golf course in Texas. There are all kinds of possibilities, all kinds of theories, and maybe a few hurt feelings, perhaps even a busted lip if the arguments run hot enough.




  Start with the six-hole, crude layout designed by Welsh businessmen Richard F. Potter and H. L. Edwards in 1896 on a small street corner at Haskell and Cole near downtown Dallas. There was the ninehole sand-green facility in central Austin that Lewis Hancock and friends walked off in 1898 and that began life as Austin Golf Club, then became Austin Country Club, and is now the public Hancock Park.




  Add the 9- and 18-hole Dallas Country Club facilities, which followed Potter and Edwards’s design at two different areas of Oak Lawn near downtown Dallas. Another possibility is the first 18-hole private club, Houston Golf Club, which opened in 1903 and has since moved to two different locations as Houston Country Club. Then there is Beaumont Country Club, which claims to be the oldest private club in the same location, not having moved from its 5355 Pine Street address since Alex Findlay designed and opened it in 1906.




  There was even an article in the San Antonio Daily Express in 1887 that references a golfing exhibition by Scotsman Cumming Macdona. He arrived to explore the state but gave a demonstration of the new sport on the parade grounds at Fort Sam Houston thanks to the military permission given by Fort Sam commander Brigadier General David S. Stanley.




  But for the oldest legally chartered club in Texas, the honor goes to Galveston Country Club. Unfortunately for this scenic Southeast Texas seaside location, the honor was short lived. Looking through the prism of Texas society, success, and prosperity at the end of the 19th century, a person can see how easily Galveston could claim to be the site of the first golf course in Texas.




  While the game itself was less than 30 years old in America after coming over from Scotland, Galveston was a prime candidate for a top private facility. Because there were no effective methods of travel in Texas at the time, the state depended on sea waves, with some rail, to carry people, goods, and material in and out of state. Galveston was a booming seaport, 40 miles southeast of Houston, and in the late 1880s, the city was at the peak of its golden age. “We had more millionaires per capita than any place in Texas or in the Southwest,” says club historian Margy Kelso. “It was a wonderfully sophisticated place.” While not Texas’ largest city, having been surpassed by Houston, Galveston was still a city of economic significance. The sophistication of life on the island was conducive to importing the gentleman’s game from the East Coast.




  With ships arriving daily from all parts of the world, but especially from Europe, Galveston was exposed to the best and most expensive of what the 19th century had to offer. The new visitors found a ready market among the many upscale citizens. Galveston had the first electric lights in Texas in 1884, the first national bank, the first real estate agency, the first nursing school in the South, and the first medical school west of the Mississippi. That the first private course as a home for “distinguished gentlemen” would take place in Galveston comes as no surprise.




  The organization of Galveston Country Club took place in the spring of 1898 with an original membership of 30 men and an initiation fee of $50. On the first board of directors, according to club history, were Charles Fowlers as the first president; Frank Walthrew, vice president; Herb Lemonius, secretary; and businessman and philanthropist Charles Sealy serving as treasurer, all prosperous men who had been enriched by the booming Galveston commerce. They expressed a desire to experience the new game of golf with their closest friends and business associates.




  Their new course was located on the beach overlooking the usually calm Gulf of Mexico waters, west of the U.S. Coastal Fortification, in an area known as the Denver Resurvey. To build the new course, the first to be designed by a professional architect in the state, they called on Scotsman Mungo Park. He walked off the Galveston course, personally designing the hole locations and staying around as the club’s first winter professional, another first for Texas golf.




  Early member Buzz Moore remembers that the first Galveston Country Club course certainly stood out for a number of reasons. “A peculiarity of this golf course was that all of the greens had two foot high barbed wire fences around them, the reason being cows were grazing on the golf course all the time people were playing golf,” he was quoted in the official club history.




  By all accounts, Park’s design was scenic, with several of the holes offering direct views of the usually placid waters. But it was the location and the view that proved to be the course’s and island’s undoing that fateful fall. For four solid days, from September 8 to 11, 1900, the island was pounded by one of the fiercest hurricanes recorded in U.S. history. Despite some warning, the island was quickly cut off from the mainland and isolated from any help or escape.




  After four days of dark skies, constant wind and rain, and record sea swells, Galveston awoke to the greatest natural disaster in U.S. history. An estimated 6,000 local residents were killed, and many thousands were injured. The island’s buildings on the southern half of the island, including the new Galveston Country Club clubhouse, were wiped from the map, and Park’s fine course was washed into the ocean.




  The devastation was so great that it took days for the word to get out about the extent of the damage because of the lack of communication equipment and weeks for help to arrive from all over the country. When the rescuers arrived, they saw death and devastation few could imagine.




  With the great loss of life, a destroyed golf course was the least of the city’s worries, and the shell-shocked members rebuilt the best that they could. The club officially returned in 1910 safely off the island as Oleander Country Club, where an elegant interurban train brought golfers to the course from the mainland or the island. That course and clubhouse fell victim to a devastating fire and was later renovated by Bredemus. The Galveston Country Club moved back onto the island in the 1920s in the middle section of 61st Street, where it stood until 1946, when it was sold for a large profit, and the club moved to its current location on the west end of the island.




  Through its years as a resort destination and Texas’ first chartered course, Galveston Country Club attracted a number of top golfers, including Byron Nelson, Babe Didrikson Zaharias, Denny Schute, and Al Espinosa, all mindful of the course’s original spot in Texas golf history.




  Capital City Golf




  Lewis Hancock’s name usually is the first mentioned when talking about early Austin history. The personable Hancock was born in Austin in 1856, attended Austin High, founded the Hancock Opera House, and was co-owner of the elegant Hancock Building on Sixth Street. He served as a city alderman for two years and was elected Austin’s mayor in 1896 and 1897. When the city’s first golf course, Austin Golf Club, became a reality at the dawn of a new century, Hancock and his considerable means and influence were front and center again, and he would become known as the “pops of Austin golf,” according to the club’s official history book.




  He often took his wife and two daughters on summer vacations to the East Coast, where he got his first exposure to golf. He was quite possibly at the first U.S. Open in 1895 at Newport Country Club in Rhode Island, not far from his annual vacation spot. On his return from one of his East Coast trips, Hancock gave a public golf exhibition in 1898 at a time when the overall Austin population was less than 30,000 and very few people had heard of golf, much less expressed an interest in it.




  The next logical step, according to Hancock and some of his similarly minded friends, was to form a golf club. The first meeting to gauge interest for the new club, to be known as Austin Golf Club, was held on November 13, 1899, at the historic Driskill Hotel in downtown Austin. David Williams, an influential professor at the still relatively young University of Texas, was elected the initial chairman for the club. Hancock reported at the first meeting that he had already personally scouted five possible sites for the club. They eventually selected a tract of land just east of Hyde Park near downtown Austin and fairly close to the growing university. Hancock and his team initially rented 100 acres before purchasing it a few years later, the official club history reported.




  Never one to wait when a project he favored was in the balance, Hancock went out to scrape dirt for the new course in the winter of 1899 with his own mule train and personally plot the holes. Without a back-ground in golf course architecture, Hancock was far from an expert, but he was determined to bring the game he loved to the city he helped build, and the result was the first Austin golf layout. Austin’s being the state capital meant one other thing to Hancock: they were closer to the state government to file official papers of incorporation. They did just that, making Austin Golf Club official on January 10, 1900, with the total value of the club listed on the incorporation papers at $150. The race to the state offices, a few miles’ trek from the club, allowed them to get their papers in one week before Dallas Country Club officially incorporated.




  The first official tournament at the newly opened Austin Golf Club took place on February 22, 1900, with Hancock, ever the promoter, offering a gold medal for the initial male and female champions. The Austin Daily Statesman recorded that Colonel Dave Harrell struck the first shot at the opening tournament, but the winner was Walter Bremond. A local businessman, he grabbed the first win with an opening score of 110 and a whopping 37 handicap. Pierre Bremond was second with a 129 and a 48 handicap, perhaps the first occasion of Texas tournament sandbagging.




  Among the early female members were Hancock’s two daughters and wife and Julia Pease, the daughter of former Texas governor Elisha M. Pease. In 1906, the club expanded to both sides of Waller Creek, purchased an additional 45 acres to expand facilities, and officially changed its name to Austin Country Club to better reflect its more varied offerings.




  Just seven years later, the club achieved perhaps the most important milestone in its 100-year history. It hired 10-year-old Harvey Penick as a club caddy, at 20 cents a day, joining his brothers Tom and Tinsley in working at the club. That began an 81-year association for Penick with Austin Country Club, first as a caddy, then an assistant and head professional for 50 years, and then pro emeritus. His son Tinsley followed him by serving a two-decade stint as head professional.




  Of course, the two pillars of Austin Country Club golf met as Penick caddied on occasion for Hancock. In one 1990 interview, Penick recalled his time together with Hancock. Penick said he was often eating candy while caddying for Hancock, who gave his blessing with the gentle warning, “It’s all right to eat that candy while we go along. Just see that it stays in your mouth and doesn’t get on my clubs.” Hancock’s clubs were not soiled and were promptly cleaned and stored after their historic first meeting.




  The hiring of Penick, who would become head professional at age 18, was eventually hailed statewide and then across the nation for his golf teaching genius. He taught generations of future pros and eager amateurs, but Penick always insisted the credit should go back to the club and the game of golf. “My first job at Austin Country Club came in 1913. Since then, I’ve lived golf and nothing else. I’ve met people who have always been good to me. That’s the thing I’m most proud of, the friends. When I watch people play, sometimes I feel like I’ve helped them, sometimes I haven’t, but I get a pleasure out of this you wouldn’t believe. Why would I want to do anything else?”




  Golf legend Byron Nelson, born one year before Penick was hired at Austin Country Club, calls Penick one of the most influential men in Texas golf history for his teaching and help. “Every golfer in the country would like to take a lesson from Harvey Penick,” Nelson said. “I’m proud to call him my friend.” Tinsley Penick agrees on his father’s legacy. “He lasted so long and helped so many people. They just loved and admired him.”




  Harvey Penick’s first book of golf wisdom, the Little Red Book, became the best-selling sports hardcover of all time when it was released in 1992 with nearly a million copies sold, and two more books of Penick’s teaching followed before he died three years later.




  [image: ]




  Harvey Penick, right, and his son Tinsley served as head pros at Austin Country Club for more than 70 years. (Photo courtesy of Tinsley Penick)




  Austin Country Club had one more noted if disputed incident in its early days. President William Howard Taft was making a cross-country train trip in 1909 to meet the Mexican president and reportedly stopped in Austin for a rest after a long train trip. For decades the story has circulated that Taft stopped for a quick 18-hole round at Austin Country Club while security men on horseback patrolled the grounds resting shotguns on their laps. Texas golf historian Trimble claims the incident took place at La Quinta Ranch near Corpus Christi. Penick says his father was there at Austin Country Club when Taft played his presidential round. Regardless of the location, the fact remains it was the last visiting presidential round of golf played in Texas until Doug Sanders coaxed good friend President George H. W. Bush to Kingwood for a Senior Tournament pro-am nearly 80 years later.
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