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  Author biography

  Writing as Mélusine Draco, the author has been a magical and spiritual instructor for over 20 years, and writer of numerous popular books including Liber Ægyptius: The Book of Egyptian Magic; The Egyptian Book of Days, The Hollow Tree, an elementary guide to Qabalah; The Thelemic Handbook; A Witch’s Treasury of the Countryside; Root & Branch: British Magical Tree Lore and Starchild: a rediscovery of stellar wisdom. Her highly individualistic teaching methods, as used in her latest books, Mean Streets Witchcraft and Sea Change, draw on historical sources, supported by academic texts and current archaeological findings. The Dictionary of Magic & Mystery is the result of 10-years work that was originally compiled for purely personal use.


  Introduction

  Every good reference book is both a product and a reflection of its time. The Dictionary of Magic & Mystery is not just another compendium or dictionary of occultism: it is a jumping-off point for further research. Here, the reader will find the ancient and modern interpretation for magical and mystical terms, together with explanations for the differences between the varied (and often conflicting) approaches to magic. You will also find both the common, the regional, and the obscure, because even popular usage can often distill the true essence from original meaning. There are historical and archaeological references that are essential in helping to put the past into perspective, whether we are talking about witchcraft, ritual magic, or the different paths and traditions from the East. Added to all this information, are some of the sacred sites that are associated with our pagan past; together with thumbnail sketches of the well-known (and sometimes, dubious) personalities who have been associated with the pursuit of magical knowledge throughout the centuries.

  To thoroughly understand what magic is all about, whether from the perspective of the village wise-woman or the high-powered ceremonial magician, we have to know the true history of the path we wish to follow. These are paths that have been beset with persecution and ridicule; both physical and mental anguish; hardship and deprivation. To understand where we now stand, we need to walk in the footsteps of those who have gone before and learn from their experiences, their failures and their triumphs. We also need a basic grounding in Classical subjects because we cannot hope to plug in to the here-and-now and expect instant enlightenment, or become a witch or magician in twelve easy lessons!

  Paradoxically, although there are now more books on occultism (in its widest sense) in publication than ever before, the contents are by no means guaranteed to be accurate, or even penned by someone with a knowledgeable, working background in the subject on which they write. Sadly, even mainstream editors have little practical experience in the subjects they are commissioning and, as a result, the genre of ‘mind, body and spirit’ publishing is awash with books and magazine articles by those who are merely regurgitating information, often taken from questionable sources, blended with hefty dollops of contemporary Orientalism.

  As that invaluable encyclopaedia, Man, Myth & Magic pointed out back in the 1970s, at the roots of mythology and magic is a kind of thinking which is certainly not random, and which has its own curious logic. Where metaphor, sigla and ceremony convey the intangible and bring the supernatural into the natural world, by making connections between things that outwardly and rationally are not connected at all. And magic is all about understanding these analogies, allegories and symbols. The Dictionary of Magic & Mystery attempts to put this way of thinking into some kind of perspective for the serious student. For example:

  
    The 16th century ritual magician would have had a firm grounding in the Classics in their original language, i.e. Hebrew, Latin and Greek, not to mention a working knowledge of European history, mathematics, astronomy and alchemy. By the 19th century, Adepts of the occult sciences were adding the Eastern influences of Tantra, yoga, meditation techniques and the karmic philosophy of reincarnation. Traditional ritual magic texts are governed by this broad spectrum of learning under the guise of Magical Correspondences and, unless this method of working is fully understood, then the results will be a long time in coming for the striving magus adeptus.

    By contrast, the natural witch or cunning-man would have developed an instinctive knowledge of ancestral and natural history, weather lore and folk medicine. And by studying the popular versions of our native folklore and superstitions, we can glimpse behind the Victorian obsession with the ‘Devil and all his works’ when it came to compling their collections, and grasp the fact that most of these protective charms were originally witches’ spells culled for popular use. Modern witches need to develop the discipline of cultivating the powers of seeing and interacting with Nature, or we will not be able to read the ‘signs’ when they appear.

  

  Like the Universe itself, magic is a living, expanding thing and to become a successful magical practitioner, we must learn to grow magically and intellectually in tandem with these developments. Modern paganism is now permeated with Oriental influences (reiki, feng shui, I-Ching, etc.,) and it also helps to have a nodding acquaintance with modern astronomy, astrophysics, archeaology and anthropology to help us to understand where everything fits within the Laws of Correspondence.

  
    Remember: Fact has nothing to do with belief; that the ancients believed, is all we need to know. And even if we think we are no longer susceptible to the powers of the Old Gods, we only have to look through ancient Egyptian, Greek, Roman, Celtic or Viking eyes to see them.

  

  So, some may ask, why can’t we just abandon the use of these ancient symbols? The experienced magical practitioner understands that contact with these ‘old energies’ can be attained more completely through symbols that are so ancient that they are buried deep within the storehouse of our collective unconsciousness. The alternatives – intellectual formulae and symbols of mathematics and science - have been evolved too recently to serve as direct conduits. The magician or mystic uses the more direct paths, which long ago were mapped out in the shadowlands of what Carl Jung referred to as the racial or universal subconscious.

  Many of the books referred to in this text are now out of print, but the tracking down and acquisition of such rare volumes should be viewed as part of the magical learning process. These are included simply because they remain the best explanation of the subject (or the most controversial), even though there may be dozens of other more recent titles in print. Others reflect the publishing viewpoint of their time and, as such, offer an insight into the limited availability of good source material during the early 1960s and 1970s; remembering that the last Witchcraft Act wasn’t repealed until 1951.

  Some titles offer a basic introduction to a subject, while others may need to stay on the shelf until the moment of enlightenment, when the scales fall from the seeker’s eyes and they are ready to receive the wisdom from the printed page. Surprisingly, perhaps, there are also a handful of fictional titles here, since many of these contain more than just a grain of magical truth. The search for such treasures should be looked upon as part of the magical quest, for seeking out such ‘truths’ should never be as simple as taking down a book from a shelf.

  Mélusine Draco

  Glen of Aherlow
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  A [image: ] A [image: ]: Argentinum Astrum, the Order of the Silver Star was the name of the magical Order of the Great White Brotherhood (of Adepts) founded by Aleister Crowley. The triangle of dots indicates that the Order is a secret society connected with the ancient Mysteries. The reference is to Sothis-Sirius, the Star of the Shadow. Crowley’s own magical encyclopaedia, The Equinox, remains the finest source material of A.A. philosophy and magickal teaching.

  Abbots Bromley: The scene of the annual Horn Dance, which takes place on the first Sunday after 4th September. It starts at dawn outside the village church, makes a 20-mile circuit of the local farms where the dancers are welcomed as the bearers of good luck, and finishes with a final performance in the main street in the afternoon. No one knows how old the dance is, but its closest parallels are believed to be the ritual dances of primitive societies, reaching back to the Stone Age. The reindeer antlers themselves are at least 1000-years old. SOURCE: Folklore, Myths & Customs of Britain, Marc Alexander; Folklore, Myths & Legends of Britain, compiled by Reader’s Digest.

  Abiegnus: The mystic mountain of the Rosicrucians, symbolosing Initiation.

  Abominor: ‘I pray that the (omen or ill-luck) may be averted’ and used when mentioning anything unlucky. A simple figure of speech to avert ill-luck, similar to touching wood.

  Aborigine Tradition: The beliefs and culture of the Australian Aboriginal people lie in remote antiquity and, like many so-called ‘primitive’ societies, focuses strongly on Nature and Ancestor Worship. Even those who have lived among them for decades remain almost in total ignorance of the ways of the Bushmen, and so the source material available only gives a superficial overview of this extremely ancient culture. It is one of the oldest living religions in the world, although tribal differences make a general description almost impossible.

  Abracadabra: A magical word of great power that gave rise to the medieval protective spell, meaning: “Hurt me not!” Originally a Qabalistic charm constructed from the initials of the Hebrew words AB (father), BEN (son), and RUACH ACADASCH (Holy Spirit). It was considered to be an antidote for all ailments; the word was written on parchment and suspended from the neck by a linen thread in the triangular format.

  ABRACADABRA

  ABRACADABR

  ABRACADAB

  ABRACADA

  ABRACAD

  ABRACA

  ABRAC

  ABRA

  ABR

  AB

  A

  Abracax: The Persian Supreme Being and in Greek notation it stands for 365, as Abracax was said to preside over the 365 virtues, one of which is supposed to prevail on each day of the year. Abracax Stones were carried as Talismans, having the name engraved on them, or the symbolic forms combining a fowl’s head, a serpent’s body and human limbs,

  Abrahadabra: Not to be confused with the above, this is the formula of the Great Work. SOURCE: The Magical Revival, Kenneth Grant.

  Abramelin the Mage: A 15th century Jewish magus whose Qabalistic writings have influenced generations of magicians, including Samuel Macgregor-Mathers, a leading figure of the Golden Dawn and later, Aleister Crowley. An 18th century manuscript written in French and located in the Bibliothèque de l’Arsenal in Paris, it is alleged to be a translation of a Hebrew original of 1458; Mather’s translation, The Book of the Sacred Magic of Abra-Melin the Mage, remains in print to the present day. There is an occult superstition that those who follow Abramelin will sooner or later come to a sticky end.

  Abyss: [Qabalah] The gulf between the real and the unreal. ‘Crossing the Abyss’ is the most critical step taken on the magical/mystical path and a magician’s personal attainment is dependant upon the successful crossing. This symbolises the ‘desert of arid human intellection’ and only those who have been magically trained to cope with the aftermath should attempt the crossing.

  Academy: [Greek] Originally a grove of olive trees near Athens where Plato and his successors taught; his school of philosophy was known as the Academy. Plato was buried near the grove. Now used to denote a specialist school for higher study or teaching and recently adopted by some occult factions.

  Acca Lārentia: An early Italian goddess of the Earth to whom the seed was entrusted. She was worshipped at the Lārentālia on 23rd December. SOURCE: The Roman Book of Days, Paulina Erina; Phases in the Religion of Ancient Rome, Cyril Bailey.

  Accretion Disk: [Astronomy] A disk of material rotating in orbit around a massive object such as a planet or star, or a Black Hole. The rings around Saturn are accretion discs.

  Acheron: [Greek] The ‘River of Sorrows’ and one of the five rivers of the underworld or Hades.

  Aconite: Also known as monkshood or wolfsbane. Its poisonous qualities were ascribed to the foam that dropped from the mouths of the three-headed Cerberus when Hercules dragged him from the Underworld. It was used in various potions and flying ointments, as well as being a remedy for poison, and as a sedative. Ruling planet: Saturn.

  Acolyte: From the classical Greek/Roman meaning ‘follower’. In modern occult terms, an attendant or low-ranking member of a temple or coven who is not an Initiate.

  Acronymics: The practice of forming magical or spiritually significant words from the initials of a series of words, often used by Qabalists.

  Actaeon: Either because he boasted that he was a better hunter than Artemis, or because he came upon her bathing, the goddess changed him into a stag; he was then torn to pieces by his own hounds. A symbolic reversal of fortune: the hunter becomes the hunted.

  Acupressure: A variation on Chinese acupuncture called G-jo (meaning ‘first aid’) in which finger pressure replaces needles and achieves results by manipulation. The Japanese form is called Shiatsu.

  Acupuncture: An ancient Chinese system of healing and preventative medicine, which has been practised extensively in the West since the 1930s. Needles are inserted into the skin at points that have no apparent connection with the ailment. According to the Chinese texts, there are about a thousand points where needles can produce the required stimulation to relieve or cure disease. This is the oldest known medical system recorded in The Yellow Emperor’s Classic of Internal Medicine or Nei Ching.

  Adam Kadmon: According to the Jewish Qabalah, this was the first man, an emanation of absolute perfection. He is symbolised by the major axis of ten concentric circles, the sephiroth or ten circles of creation – as primeval man he symbolises the Universe. On a mystical level he is actually androgynous, and seen in ancient Jewish mysticism as blending with God.

  Adder: see Viper.

  Adder’s Tongue: Found growing in the hedgerows and meadows, this fern was used in medieval times for cleansing wounds and as an astringent, healing ointment and salve. Culpeper recommended the juice, mixed with the distilled water of horsetail for internal wounds and bruises. The ruling planet is the Moon in Cancer.

  Adept: Someone completely versed in a particular occult tradition or Path. In classical occult tradition, one who was supposed to have obtained the Elixir or Life and the Philosopher’s Stone.

  Adeptus Minor: A grade of adeptship within ritual magic.

  Adhikari: [Sanskrit] Refers to the state of being spiritually competent; a condition of preparedness for undertaking any form of mystical culture.

  Adibuddha: Meaning ‘primeval Buddha’ and the concept of a Buddha who has existed from the beginning of time – an original creator.

  Adikalika: [Sanskrit] The primordial (adi) black (kali) goddess (ka). A description of Kali, whose symbol is the Night of Time

  Adisakti: [Sanskrit] Primordial Power.

  Aditi: An Indian goddess whose name means ‘infinity’ and a form of the Great Mother who embraces all living and being. In later tradition she was seen as the personification of the earth.

  Adjuration: In classical demonology, it refers to a form of ritual held around an altar or in a circle, in an attempt to make the Devil, or one of his legions, appear.

  Adonai: A name that often appears in magical invocations and inscriptions, which translates as ‘Lord’. Son of the star-being and god of light among the Rosicrucians. Sometimes applied to the Holy Guardian Angel.

  Adraste or Andraste: Meaning ‘she who is invincible’ and the goddess of war in ancient Briton. This was the deity to whom Boudicca of the Iceni (AD61) had captured Roman women sacrificed. A parallel is found in Gaul where the Vicontii had a goddess of war named Andarta.

  Adris: Magical stones sensitive to the approach of spirits, i.e. a crystal that responds to the presence of unknown entities.

  Adytum: The Holy of Holies, or inner sanctum of Greek and Roman temples, into which the general public were not admitted.

  Advaitan Cosmology: By the medieval period in India the Advaitan Vedanta (salvation philosophy) had developed an organised ‘Cosmology’, based upon the combination of earlier traditions, and the closely related world-view of classical Hinduism. SOURCE: The Penguin Dictionary of Religions, ed John R Hinnells.

  Aegis: The Greek for ‘shield’ and a sacred symbol of protection that cannot be violated.

  Aelfric: A Benedictine monk of Cerne Abbas. Among his numerous works, written in both Latin and Old English, was Colloquy (Nominum Herbarum), compiled in 995AD and comprising a list of over 200 herbs and trees, several of which are no longer identifiable.

  Aeneas: A son of Aphrodite and hero in the Trojan War. The saga of his flight from the ruins of Troy became known to the Romans in the 6th century BC, and soon after he was honoured as a heros. For the Romans he was the embodiment of the old virtue of pietas (piety, reverence for age and tradition), having rescued his lame father and the holy images from the burning city. The emperor Augustus believed his family was descended from this son of the gods.

  Aeneid: An epic poem in 12 books by Virgil to celebrate the origin and growth of the Roman Empire; the background is drawn from the legend of Aeneas and his wanderings after the fall of Troy.

  Aeon: (1) A vast age or eternity; the largest or a very large division of geological time. (2) A cycle of time denoting a period of approximately 2000 years. There have been three such aeons within historical times: The Aeon of Isis, the Aeon of Osiris, and the present, the Aeon of Horus, (3) Card number XX in Aleister Crowley’s Thoth Tarot, replacing Judgement in the standard Rider-Waite deck.

  Aerolite: A class of meteorite composed dominantly of silicate material that was revered in Phoenicia and Syria, and still held to be sacred in Islam as is shown by the reverence paid to the black stone of Mecca. Aerolite debris often form part of the content of amulets.

  Aeromancy: Divination using the formation of clouds and other patterns in the skies, and predicting events by wind direction.

  Aesir: The main gods of Norse mythology, excluding Freyr, Njord, and other Vanir deities. In the poetic Edda, the Aesir are described as builders and craftsmen, playing board-games, establishing law, meeting at their Assembly (the ‘Thing’) and creating mankind, but who are doomed to perish. In Iceland a new religious sect, the Asatruarmenn (‘Believers in the Aesir’), was officially recognised in 1973; the aim of the founders being to restore the ancient rituals of pre-christian Iceland. (see Northern Tradition, Asatru and Vanir) SOURCE: The New Believers, David V. Barrett.

  Aeternitas: For the Romans the personification of eternity, both of the Empire and of the deified emperors. Symbolically represented by the Phoenix perpetually rising from the ashes of its own burning, and the serpent biting its own tail (Uroboros) – both illustrating a process that has no beginning and no end.

  Aetites: A stone supposedly found in the head, neck or stomach of an eagle and used as a powerful talisman, bringing courage and good fortune to the wearer.

  Aethyr: A term coined by Dr John Dee to refer to angelic or non-terrestrial abodes; or dimensions of consciousness not normally experienced. Aleister Crowley’s The Vision and the Voice and Vel Chanokh is probably the best source of information.

  Afterlife: The general term for a form of spirit life that continues after death. This widespread concept differs from culture to culture, although in modern pagan belief there appears to be a general adoption of the Eastern belief in Reincarnation and Karma. SOURCE: Penguin Dictionary of Religions, ed John R. Hinnells; Chambers Dictionary of the Unexplained.

  African Witchcraft: There are still many African societies where witchcraft is still a tangible and threatening belief. SOURCE: Man, Myth & Magic, ed Richard Cavendish, Witchcraft & Sorcery, ed Max Marwick.

  Agapé: Greek word for ‘love’ often used in magical working to refer to higher or spiritual love, as opposed to Eros or sexual love.

  Agate: A variety of chalcedony with coloured bands or other markings and used as an amulet for protection against snake and insect bites. Also makes the wearer eloquent.

  Agathos Daimon: A guardian spirit in Greek mythology that was imagined as a winged serpent that hovered invisibly around a person, and brought good luck to his home.

  Aglet or Aiguillette: A knotted cord which was believed to cause impotence in men, barrenness in women, and general discord in a marriage. For the spell to be effective the cord should be knotted during the wedding ceremony. It was also used to bind couples in illicit amatory relationships. The belief was recorded in ancient times by both Virgil and Pliny – and was still being taken seriously in the Middle Ages. SOURCE: A Dictionary of Devils & Demons, J. Trondriau and R. Villeneuve; The Encyclopaedia of Witches & Witchcraft, Rosemary Ellen Guiley.

  Agni: [Sanskrit for ‘fire’] The Vedic god of fire, who carries the sacrificial burnt offerings to the gods. He is the intermediary between mankind and the gods when he appears in the sacrificial fire.

  Agnostic: A person who only believes what is knowable, rejecting divine revelation and the doctrine of the Trinity as being ‘past human understanding’.

  Agonalia: Public games in honour of Janus and the guardian deities of Rome; held three times a year in January, May and December.

  Agriculture: Ploughing, sowing, reaping and other agricultural operations, depended for success on the regularity of Nature and the bounty of the gods. Many of the important pagan rituals and customs still reflect the propitiatory rites for a bountiful harvest.

  Agrimony: A handful of leaves, fresh or dried, steeped in a pint of boiling water to cure jaundice and diseases of the liver or blood. Keep in the bedroom to aid sleep. Ruling planet: Jupiter in Cancer.

  Agrippa, Cornelius: Or Henry Cornlius Agrippa von Nettesheims (to give him his assumed title) was born into a noble family in Cologne in 1486. Widely known for his books on magic and occultism in the courts and universities of Western Europe. Like most magicians who followed him, little of Agrippa’s work is original thought and he mercilessly plagiarised the writings of both ancient and modern esoteric sources. He nonetheless, produced a magical system that indicates a tremendous degree of learning and occult lore, which deals with divine names, natural magic and cosmology. SOURCE: De Occult Philosopha (Occult Philosophy).

  Ague: An old name for fever, ‘the ague’ was formerly widespread, and a bewildering variety of cures for it were current well into the 20th century. In addition to numerous herbal cures, the ague was believed to be avoidable, or caused by magical application.

  Ahimsa: The principle of non-violence, or non-injury to living creatures and common to Buddhist and Jain ethics, based on the belief that violence produces negative Karma for the person who inflicts it, with consequent ill-effects in terms of unfavourable re-births. Buddhists take the view that it is the act of killing that is harmful, but not the eating of meat that someone else has killed.

  Ahmed, Rollo: A journalist, who caused considerable harm to modern embryonic Wicca with his damaging accusations of black magic and depravity in relation to any form of occult practice, in his book The Black Art, published in 1936. Although an ‘occult adviser’ to Dennis Wheatley, most British occultists considered his writing highly suspect and, in many instances provably inacurate. It has been suggested that Ahmed belonged to the world of ‘occult literature’ that existed before real occultists began to write books for genuinely interested seekers.

  Ahriman: The Persian god of evil and Ahura Mazda’s adversary, who counters every act of creation with an act of anti-creation. In Mithraism and Zervanism, he is venerated as a god.

  Ahura Mazda: [Persian – Wisdom Lord] The name of the one true god as preached by Zoroaster.

  Aidoneus: The Greek form of the Lord of the Underworld (i.e. Hades) – the opposite of Adonai, Lord of the Upper World.

  Aiguillette: see Aglet.

  

  Aikido: [Japanese, ai, to harmonise, ki, breath, spirit, dō, way, doctrine] An evolutionary form of ‘spiritual’ self-defence originated by Professor Morihei Uyeshiba at the turn of the 20th century. SOURCE: Aikido, Koichi Tohei.

  Ain: [Qabalah] Nothingness. The Void beyond Kether (see Tree of Life).

  Ain Soph: [Qabalah] No Limit; infinity.

  Ain Soph Aur: [Qabalah] Limitless Light. The Void beyond the known Universe represented by the Tree of Life, of which Kether is the most remote outpost.

  Air: see Elemental Air.

  Aiwass: The messenger of unknown extra-terrestrial intelligence, who communicated The Book of the Law to Aleister Crowley in 1904. SOURCE: Confessions of Aleister Crowley, Aleister Crowley; The Eye in the Triangle, Israel Regardie; The Magical Revival, Kenneth Grant.

  Ajna chakra: [Sanskrit] The occult circle of power usually referred to as the Third Eye and located between the eyes.

  Akasha: [Sanskrit] Spirit or Aethyr, symbolised by a Black Egg.

  Akashic Records: A Sanskrit variation of the cosmic Book of Life in which are recorded the complete activities of every being that ever lived. They are of particular importance to those of the Eastern religions and philosophies who believe in the concept of Reincarnation (see Anima Mundi).

  Akhira: The Islamic afterlife when, after the Last Judgement, the righteous will be sepated from the damned. Paradise is described in physical terms in the Koran as a luxurious garden, with all sorts of physical delights and the vision of God.

  AL: Literally ‘The’ – a term for God. Its Qabalistic value is 31, which is the key number of Aleister Crowley’s The Book of the Law; the Book is often referred to as AL.

  Al Azif: [Arabic] The alleged original title of The Necronomicon.

  Albertus Magnus: Born in 1205 and regarded by his contemporaries as an alchemist, despite the fact that he was Bishop of Ratisbon. He claimed to have magical control over the weather and is best remembered as having discovered the Philosopher’s Stone; he claimed in his work De Rebus Metallis et Mineralibus that he had conducted tests on alchemical gold. Several other works of magical practice and superstition have been wrongly attributed to him.

  Alchemy: The quest for a substance (the ‘Philosopher’s Stone’ or ‘Elixir of Life’) that will transform base metals into gold or confer immortality on man, combining spirituality and chemistry. Western alchemy descends from 2nd century Gnostic texts on metallurgy, while Chinese alchemy is almost invariably associated with the quest for immortality. In modern practice, alchemy is more an art than a science and its ‘most important and most interesting aim is the spiritual transformation of the alchemist himself’. The term derives from the Arabic Khem, an ancient word for Egypt, thus making it the ‘art of Egypt’ or magic.

  Alchemystical: Meaning ‘alchemical’, an adjective used by the modern alchemist Frater Albertus, to imply a connection with ‘mystes’ or initiates, as in the Eleusinian Mysteries.

  Albigensian Crusade: The annilalation of the Cathars of southern France on the charge of heresy in 1209 (see Cathars).

  Albion: An archaic name for England, from the ancient inhabitants called Albiones. The term Albin was at one time applied to the northern part of Scotland, called by the Romans ‘Caledonia’ and was the partly inhabited by the Picts.

  Alder: The indigenous tribes of Britain regarded the tree as sacred as a sentinel, guarding the realms of Otherworld. It also has strong associations with the Faere Folk. Culpeper states that the leaves ‘gathered while the morning dew is on them’, will rid a bed of fleas. The ruling planet is Venus. SOURCE: Root & Branch: British Magical Tree Lore, Melusine Draco.

  Alderley Edge: In the woods on this sheer sandstone cliff rising from the Cheshire plain is a wishing well formed by a natural spring that has connections with Merlin. It was also an important working site for traditional witches during the 1960s and although the underground caverns have been rendered inaccessible, it remains a ‘sacred place’ for those belonging to that era.

  Alectorius: A stone from a cockerel makes a powerful amulet for power, courage and wealth. To obtain it, lay the body in an anthill for nine days, after which time the stone will be found.

  Alectromancy: Forecasting the future through atmospheric or celestial conditions. Alectryomancy: Divination involving the behaviour of animals.

  

  Aleuromancy: Divination through messages baked inside cakes or biscuits, i.e Chinese fortune cookies.

  Alexandrian Library: Founded by Ptolemy II in Egypt, it housed some 700,000 volumes by 1st century. The library itself was destroyed by fire around 642AD.

  Alexandrianism: The Alexandrian school of Greek poets on Roman poetry. Its chief features were ‘artificiality, an excessive display of mythological learning, and elaboration of form’.

  Alexandrian Tradition: Eventually eclipsed the Gardnerian Tradition in popularity under the leadership of Manchester-born Alex Sanders and his wife, Maxine during the 1970s. The Alexandrians continued the Gardnerian practice of working naked, or ‘sky-clad’ and were far more geared-up to cope with the attendant publicity that their leader courted. Alexandrian groups differed from the Gardernians principally in that they lean far more strongly towards ceremonial magic and foreign influences, although like the Gardenerians, they worship the god and goddess, and observe the same seasonal rituals. What Witches Do, by Stewart Farrar, is a study of the Alexandrian school of Wicca. SOURCE: King of the Witches, June Johns; Maxine - Witch Queen, Maxine Sanders.

  Algol: Bright white star in the constellation of Perseus, widely regarded as evil because a dark star that revolves around it, dims its light at intervals and gives the impression of a malevolent winking eye. Called ‘Demon’s Head’ by the Arabs; by the Jews ‘Satan’s Head’ and later Lilith – a demon of the night. Classical authors said it was the head of Medusa the Gorgon, hanging from Perseus’ belt.

  Alim: [Hebrew] The elemental gods.

  Alkanet: see Bugloss.

  All Hallown Summer: A second summer that sets in around All-Hallows (or St Luke’s summer – St Luke’s Day is 18th October), which is now more popularly referred to as an Indian Summer. Shakespeare uses the term in Henry IV.i.2 “Farewell, thou latter spring; farewell, All-Hallown Summer!”

  All Hallows Eve (see Hallowe’en and Samhain): A Scottish tradition claims that those born on All Hallows Eve have the gift of second sight, and commanding powers over spirits.

  Allotriophagy: The vomiting or disgorging of strange or foul objects was seen as the result of witchcraft … and produced a memorable scene in the film, The Witches of Eastwick!

  Almanac: Annual publications, produced in large quantities for mass sale, and cheap enough for everyone to afford by the 17th century. They contained a wealth of information, including a calendar, tide tablets, moon phases, weather predictions, simplified astrology and predictions for the coming year (see Old Moore’s Almanac).

  Almousin: One of the barbarous or alien names of evocation that appears in an alleged ritual preserved by Eliphas Levi.

  Alphabets: Some Grimoires and so-called demonic texts have preserved secret alphabets and vary according to different traditions and translations. Magical alphabets were frequently made by combining symbols from the Hebrew, runic and other alphabets believed to contain power. The most popular are Theban, Runic and Ogham. SOURCE: Alchemical Symbols & Secret Alphabets, C J S Thompson; The Alphabet, David Diringer; Ogham & Coelbren: Keys to the Celtic Mysteries, Nigel Pennick; Runes, Ralph Elliott; Magic: An Occult Primer, David Conway.

  Alphitomancy: Divination that proves guilt or innocence through the eating of a loaf of barley bread. It was believed the guilty party would choke while swallowing.

  Alraun: A talismanic image made from rowan wood.

  Altar: The focal point of any magical working and only magical equipment should be placed on it. It has a double origin, as the platform or table on which offerings to a deity were placed, but also sometimes as the throne or home of the deity itself. In ritual magic the perpetual lamp should burn above it, symbolising the divine presence and to serve as a beacon for those on an astral journey. SOURCE: Magic: An Occult Primer, David Conway; Magick, Aleister Crowley; Witches & Witchcraft, Rosemary Ellen Guiley; The BM Dictionary of Ancient Egypt, Shaw & Niocholson.

  Altered State of Consciousness: Conditions under which an individual undergoes a range of unusual sensations and experiences.

  Alternative Medicine: An umbrella term applied to a wide range of therapeutic or preventive health care that does not follow accepted or conventional medicine. SOURCE: Chambers Dictionary of the Unexplained.

  Amaranthus: A flower that never fades and used in charms and amulets for fame and long life. Ruling planet: Saturn.

  Amaterasu: [Japanese - coming from heaven] The sun-goddess of Shinto, venerated in the shrine at Ise as the divine progenitor of the Japanese imperial family. Her epithet is Omikami: ‘great and exalted deity’.

  Ambarvalia: A solemn Roman festival of purification of the fields carried out by farmers. The ceremony involved the sacrificial animals being led round the boundaries of the fields that were to be purified. In early times, the principal agricultural deity was Mars; in Republican days the deity was Ceres, while during Imperial times the earth deity was Dea Dia.

  Amber: A yellow-gold, fossilised resin, which since ancient times has been associated with immortality, often included with early ‘grave goods’, especially pieces with insects or plants preserved inside. Used as a ritual necklace worn by witches of a certain rank. A piece of red amber was considered to be excellent protection against poison, plague and the Evil Eye.

  Ambergris: A secretion of the intestines of the sperm whale used in the preparation of magical perfumes. Extensively used as an aphrodisiac in the East.

  Amenominakanushi: [Japanese – Lord of the bright centre of heaven] The supreme divinity of Shinto, who plays no part in myth, nor is there any record of a shrine, or place of worship in his honour. Nevertheless, he occupies first place in the list of gods and transcending them all, sits alone on a nine-fold layer of cloud.

  

  Amenti: see Duat

  Amerindian Religions: A people that have displayed a vast variety of forms over their 25,000-year history. These have ranged from simple hunting rites, through more elaborate calendric rituals and the war-related cults of the plains, to more contemporary beliefs such as the Ghost Dance and Peyotism. “The world of the American Indians was once a rather lonely but free place where humans were close to nature and followed a natural system of belief; the spirits of ancestors, and personification of the forces of nature were the basic units of their religion, and every natural object might have a spirit which could be contacted.” SOURCE: 500 Nations, Alvin M Josephy; Book of the Hopi, Frank Waters; Everyday Life Among the American Indians, Candy Moulton; Native American Myth & Legend, Mike Dixon-Kennedy; Native American Traditions, Arthur Versluis; Native American Wisdom, comp by Steve McFadden; North American Indians, George Catlin; North American Mythology, C A Burland; Touch the Earth, T C McLuhan.

  Amethyst: A form of rock crystal ranging from deep purple to lilac and white. It is the sacred stone of the priesthood, used to increase spiritual power. Bishops and popes have rings set with amethyst and upon the death of a pope his amethyst ring will be destroyed. It was also prized by Roman matrons because of the superstition that it would prevent their husbands from straying, and keep the wearer free from drunkenness. SOURCE: Magical Jewels, Joan Evans; The Curious Lore of Precious Stones, George Frederick Kunz.

  Amida: The Buddha who possesses the properties of immeasurable light and life.

  Amidah: The central prayer of the Jewish liturgy, the word meaning ‘standing’ since the prayer is said standing facing towards Jerusalam.

  Ammet: An Egyptian demon that plays a vital role in the Judgement of the Dead.

  Amniomancy: Method of predicting the future of an individual born with a Caul covering their head at birth.

  Amrita: [Sanskrit] Ambrosia, nectar, honey, the elixir of immortality, the wine of paradise.

  Amulets: Objects charged with magical protective energies that have been used since ancient times. From the Latin amuletum, meaning ‘defence’, amulets were anything worn about the person as protection from sickness, bad luck or the attentions of malevolent spirits (see Talismans). The use of amulets has been universal and can be found in all cultures both ancient and modern. SOURCE: Amulets & Superstitions, E A Budge; Magical Jewels, Joan Evans; Magic In The Middle Ages, Richard Kieckhefer; The BM Dictionary of Ancient Egypt, Shaw and Nicholson.

  Amun: [Egyptian] Almost unknown outside the Theban area at the time of the Old Kingdom, Amun’s cult grew to prominence during the great Pharaohs of the 18th Dynasty. He was sometimes represented with the horns of a ram and this led to the later confusion concerning the occult symbol of the ‘goat of Mendes’ (see Goat). The great temple of Amum is located on the eastern bank of the Nile at modern Luxor.

  Ana or Anu: A Celtic-Irish goddess of the earth and fertility, who was said to be the mother of the gods. Two hills near Killarney in Munster are called Da Chich Anann - the two breasts of Ana.

  Anagarika: [an-grarika = ‘non-householder’] The term relates to a person who has left their home to search for the truth about life. It was, and still is, regarded as very honourable in Buddhist circles.

  Anathema: A denunciation or curse from the Greek ‘to place’ or ‘set up’, in allusion to the mythological custom of hanging up in the temple of a patron god something devoted to him. Something set apart for destruction Ancestors, The: An important aspect of traditional Old Craft that regularly pays homage to, or calls upon the ancestral spirits of the clan or Coven; akin to Ancestor Worship.

  


  Ancestor Worship: (see Death Cults) Best described as devotion, going beyond veneration, to persons who have died and believing that the dead live on and can affect the lives of later generations. Regular prayers and offerings are made by the descendants and this is still an important element of religious belief in many parts of the world today. SOURCE: Penguin Dictionary of Religions, John R. Hinnells; Under the Ancestors’ Shadow, Francis Hsu.

  The Ancestors in Traditional Witchcraft

  The honoring of the dead and venerating their memory is a common root of all religion, with many cultures believing that the dead live on in another dimension, continuing to affect the lives of subsequent generations. This concept of spirit-ancestors is an extremely ancient one, especially when it involves dealing with deceased members of a particular people or clan, and is still widely observed in Japanese Shinto, Chinese Confucianism and among the Australian aboriginal and Amerindian peoples. In the West, we know from the prehistoric remains of the numerous earthworks that the early people of the British Isles and the Celts honored their ancestors; and the earliest written observations are those of the Roman Paternalia (February) and the Lemuria (May), which later spread throughout the Empire.

  Interaction with these spirit-ancestors as an invisible and powerful presence is also a constant feature of traditional British Old Craft, with the Ancestors remaining important members of the tradition or people they have left behind. In general they are seen as Elders, treated and referred to in much the same way as the most senior of living Elders of a coven or magical group, with additional mystical and/or magical powers. Sometimes they are identified as the Holy Guardian Angel, the Mighty Dead, the Watchers or the Old Ones, who gave magical knowledge to mankind, rather than family or tribal dead. Or, even more ambiguously, ‘those who have gone before’ – their magical essence distilled into the universal subconscious at different levels.

  Reverence for Craft ancestors is part of the ethic of respect for those who have preceded us in life, and their continued presence on the periphery of our consciousness means that they are always with us. And because traditional witchcraft is essentially a practical thing, the Ancestors are called upon to help find solutions to magical problems through divination, path-working and spellcasting. Although witchcraft is not a religion, the belief in the ancestral spirits goes hand in hand with a deep reverence for Nature.

  Once contact has been established, the Ancestors can be relied upon to have the interests of the ‘tradition’ – and therefore the witch’s interests – as their primary concern. This belief reflects the profound importance of kinship in the ordering of pagan society. The Ancestors protect the living, but insist on the maintenance of various customs, and any serious breach of etiquette could result in the removal of their favor.

  All Hallows or Samhain is the beginning of the dark, winter half of the year and a time for honoring the Ancestors. This is a somber occasion in the witch’s year and certainly not a time for celebration. To use a familiar phrase, ‘it is when the veil between the worlds is at its thinnest’, and a candle placed at the window can call the Ancestors to come home. Some traditional witches hold a ‘Dumb Supper’ to mark the occasion, setting an empty place at the table for any wandering ancestral spirit who cares to partake of the offerings.

  
    … And heavy is the tread

    Of the living; but the dead

    Returning lightly dance…

  

  From pre-Christian times, this darkening time of the year has been associated with ancestral spirits, unquiet ghosts and death. Ritual fires were kindled on hilltops for the purification of the people and the land, but unlike the Bel-fires that were lit at dawn, the Hallow-fires were lit at dusk. Much of what we see in the towns that pass for Hallowe’en rites are imported from America, although this is not a time for trick and treating! The festival should be observed as a means of demonstrating pagan unity to outsiders, while at the same time ritually remembering the Ancestors and reinforcing the heritage of traditional witchcraft. These observations and subsequent teaching of traditional ancestor worship within the practice of witchcraft could play an important role in ensuring the continuity of the ‘tradition’.

  EXTRACT FROM KICKING OVER THE CAULDRON

  MÉLUSINE DRACO

  


  Androgyne: Reference to the magical hermaphrodite - half-man, half-woman symbolically gelled in perfect union.

  Anemone, Wood or Wind Flower: To cure the inflammation of the eyelids, anoint with an ointment made from this plant. During medieval times the juice of the anemone was prescribed externally for leprosy; mixed with hog’s grease it was used as an ointment for scalds and ulcers. Modern research has revealed that the herb is potentially poisonous. Ruling planet: Mars.

  Angel: Entities that play an important role in Jewish mysticism and Rabbinical literature, although the word ‘angel’ (derived from the Greek angeloi, meaning ‘messenger’) is used in a very wide sense in both theological and occult texts to denote spiritual beings or entities. SOURCE: Dictionary of Angels, Gustax Davidson; Dictionary of Demons, Fred Gettings.

  Angelica: A plant with edible stalks and root that are used in potions and recipes against disease. Angelica leaves were a protection to counteract witchcraft or evil spirits when worn on the body, or placed about the house. Considered by Paracelsus as a ‘marvellous medicine’ and a panacea for all ills. Culpeper recommended that the powdered root be taken in angelica water to resist poison and the plague. Ruling planet: Sun in Leo.

  

  Angelical Stone: The Speculum of Dr John Dee, who asserted that it had been given him by the angels Raphael and Gabriel; it is a piece of solid pink-tinted glass about the size of an orange. It passed into the possession of the Earl of Peterborough, then to Lady Betty Germaine, by whom it was given to the Duke of Argyll, whose son presented it to Horace Walpole. It was sold in 1842 at the dispersion of the curios of Strawberry Hill and now preserved in the British Museum.

  

  Angel of Death: In general occult terms this refers to the personal angel or daemon (i.e. Guardian), that accompanies a person through a lifetime (and who accompanies that person through the full series of lifetimes), becoming visible at the moment of death and often recognised by the dying. SOURCE: Dictionary of Demons, Fred Gettings.

  Angelology: A reference to the hierarchy of angels, some of which control separate nations, while others have charge of natural elements like fire and water. In the New Testament such angels are especially active in the Apocalypse. Angels also play an important role in Jewish mysticism; and appear in Jewish folklore.

  Anglo-Saxon Tradition: A modern pagan revivalist tradition loosely based on the culture of the Anglo-Saxons found in such classic literature as the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, Beowulf and The Exeter Riddle Book. SOURCE: Britain AD, Francis Pryor; The Tribes of Britain, David Miles; The Pagan Religions of the Ancient British Isles, Ronald Hutton.

  Animal: Recognised by early men as having a close link between themselves and the qualities that they most feared or admired. As a result, they designed magical rituals to obtain the animal’s powers and many animals were elevated to the ranks of tribal gods (see Cave Art). SOURCE: The Golden Bough, J G Frazer; Patterns in Comparative Religion, Mircea Eliade.

  Animal Concretion: A stone supposedly found in some part of the body of an animal (or bird) that contains the magical essence of the animal in concentrated form. Such stones were worn as amulets, or pulverised for use in potions and other recipes. They were obtained by leaving the carcass of the animal to be eaten by ants, or by suspending it so that the stone dropped out of its mouth.

  Animal Magic: see Totem Animals.

  

  Anima Mundi: Literally meaning the ‘soul of the world’ and the root of the collective unconscious where all archetypal images are stored (see Carl Jung). To the ancient philosophers it meant ‘the source of life’; Plato defined it as ‘the animating principle of matter’, inferior to pure spirit; to the Stoics it was ‘the whole vital force of the Universe’.

  Animism: The belief that a spirit (or spirits), are active in all aspects of the environment. Every hill, tree and stream, every breeze and cloud, every stone and pool has its own ‘spirit’. According to Man, Myth & Magic, it is a belief that was once seen as the origin of all religions. The name is derived from the Latin words animus and anima, which could be seen as representing ‘life, soul, spirit, which were essentially connected with the life-breath’.

  Ankh: The ancient Egyptian hieroglyph representing Life is one of the oldest religious symbols in the world although Egypotologists are still not sure as to the precise interpretation of the object. In religious images the gods hold the ankh in one hand, or offer it to the king. It is one of the most powerful of all Egyptian symbols and later became identified with the ‘crux ansata’ of the Coptic Church.

  Anointing Oil: Essential oils used in rites of purification, healing and blessing.

  Anna Perenna: An ancient Roman deity of the year, whose festival was celebrated on the Ides of March. This was a feast at the full moon in what was then the first month of the year. She was probably a moon-goddess and, according to Ovid, was ‘Anna ac Perenna’ - she who begins and ends the year.

  Ant: A common ingredient in folk medicine and magical preparations. To obtain bones, stones or seed for magical puposes, the fruit or carcass is often left on an anthill; the object left after the ants have devoured it completely, is considered purified. SOURCE: The Complete Book of Magic & Witchcraft, Kathryn Paulsen

  Antecedent: (1) That which precedes in time; an ancestor. (2) In traditional witchcraft, the lineage from which a witch can trace their roots.

  Anthesteria: An ancient Greek festival of flowers when the crops were ripening, the vines were being pruned and the spring flowers were appearing. Held in honour of Dionysus as the god of spring. SOURCE: Seasonal Feasts & Festivals, E O James.

  Anthropomorphism: The concept or representation of a god as having the form, personality, or attributes of a human being.

  Anthropomancy: The ancient practice of visceral interpretation, or augury using entrails of human sacrifice.

  

  Anthroposomancy: Divination by interpretation of a person’s face and/or body characteristics.

  Anthroposophy: An esoteric movement founded by Rudolf Steiner, which held that the universe and man himself (who is reborn many times), have evolved through three states of mind and matter. It teaches of the evolution of Earth through seven epochs and seven civilisations, with Ahriman and Lucifer standing as the eternal opponents of human progress. The name derives from the Greek – anthropos meaning ‘man’ and sophia ‘wisdom’.

  Anti-Christ: A name popularly applied to a demonic being who, according to The Book of Revelation, will precede the second coming of Christ in Christian theology. It has also been used to denote either a heretic or someone who opposes biblical teaching and therefore applied to anyone not of the Christian faith. SOURCE: Dictionary of Demons, Fred Gettings.

  Antimony: (1) A white metallic element that protects against witchcraft and demons when worn as an amulet. (2) In alchemy, the only metal that works on all the organs of the body, and governed by all the planets, whereas most metals are governed by just one. Known for its being responsible for a Benedictine innocently killing off his fellow monks, thinking they would thrive on the herb containing it, just as the monastery pigs had! On the plus side, once the Tincture of Antimony had been perfected, it cured sufferers of VD. (3) The secret ingredient of the inimitable stained glass in Gothic cathedrals (see Rose Window).

  Anti-Occult Campaign: A national campaign to outlaw any form of occult practice and New Age or pagan thinking, spearheaded by evangelical and/or establishment bodies. The most recent (1988-94) was countermanded by Judge (now Dame) Elizabeth Butler-Sloss who ruled that there was no evidence to support the numerous allegations of ‘satanic child abuse’ and the whole fabrication evaporated overnight (see Satanic Child Abuse Myth). An earlier campaign had manifested in the 1960s but there were few far-reaching repercussions by comparison to the later, better-orchestrated campaign. SOURCE: Malleus Satani, the Hammer of Satan, Suzanne Ruthven.

  Anubis: The Egyptian jackal-headed deity who led the dead to the place of judgement (see Psychopomp) and often appears in western ritual magic as a Guide between the worlds. He was the most distinctive of all the Egyptian gods and best known for the imposing life-size image found in the tomb of Tutankhamen.

  Aossic: The name of a great Old One; an extra-terrestrial entity that maintains a link with mundane consciousness. SOURCE: Nightside of Eden, Kenneth Grant.

  Apantomancy: Divination interpreted by chance encounters with animals (see Alectryomancy).

  Ape of Thoth: In Thelemic teaching, the shadow or double of Thoth, the Egyptian god of magic. The ape being the symbol of the mirror-world or astral plane.

  Aphrodisiac: Food or drugs credited with the effect of arousing sexual desire.

  Aphrodite: Greek goddess of beauty and love, identified with the Roman Venus. Her cult is pre-Greek with probable Eastern origins. Her attribute is the dove.

  Apocalypse: (1) From the Greek word meaning ‘un-veiling’ and apocalyptic literature undertakes to disclose matters inaccessible to normal knowledge, such as the Mysteries, often in symbolic language. (2) It later referred to the last book in the New Testament.

  Apollo or Apollon: A Greek god of many parts, his twin sister was Artemis and his son Asclepius, the god of healing; he was the first Greek god to be introduced into Italy. The Emperor Augustus saw him as his personal tutelary deity.

  Apophis: In Egyptian mythology, the huge serpent-god and enemy of Re; eternal and persistently hostile, Apophis represents the primeval forces of chaos.

  Apotheosis: Recognition of a human being as a god. For example: Alexander the Great and the Roman Emperors, whose deification influenced the later European belief in the ‘divine right of kings’.

  Apotropaics: Objects or practices that are believed to have the power to turn away evil, i.e. charms and amulets.

  Apparition: Hallucinatory image of a living or dead person, seen in a semi-waking or dream state.

  Apple: (1) A particularly sacred tree in European mythology. A 7th century text says that if a man cuts down an apple tree, he must pay a fine of one cow; while in Ireland the penalty was the sacrifice of a living creature. The apple tree represents immortality, eternal youth and happiness in the life after death, which is why the superstition remains to this day. The crab apple is an indigenous tree of Britain and the fruit has been found in a coffin dating from the early Bronze Age. (2) Either cut up or mashed, the apple is used in love potions, and also used in working magically against enemies when cut with a knife. Ruling planet: Venus. SOURCE: The Dictionary of Omens & Superstitions, Philippa Waring; Root & Branch, Mélusine Draco & Paul Harriss.

  Apport: A solid object materialising out of thin air during a séance.

  Apsu: Personification of the sweet water ocean lying under the earth, which united with Tiamat at the beginning of time.

  Aquarius: (1) The Water Carrier is the eleventh sign of the zodiac – 20 January-19 February – and dates back as far as Babylonian times. (2) The constellation contains the Helix Nebula, which, at 450 light years away, is the nearest planetary nebula to Earth. The Aquarids is a strong meteor shower that peaks every year on 28th July.

  Aquarius, the Age of: The coming of a global age of peace and harmony in a spirit of gentleness and moderation.

  Aquilaeus: see Aetites.

  Aradia, or Gospel of the Witches: Translated from the Italian into English by folklorist, Charles Godfrey Leland, in 1889. During his travels in Tuscany in the 1880s, Leland encountered a local wise-woman by the name of Maddalena who, claiming to be a hereditary Etruscan witch, provided him with a handwritten document allegedly a copy of the old tenets of witchcraft from the area. Aradia is an account of the liaison between Diana and Lucifer, (which Leland took as proof of witchcraft as an old religion) and the daughter from that union who was hailed as ‘the messiah of witches’. Although the Aradian tradition has attracted some modern adherents, particularly in America, contemporary folklore scholars do not accept it as authentic.

  Aralez: Beneficent dog-like spirits that lived in heaven, according to Armenian myth. They were gifted with supernatural powers and their specific function was to lick the wounds of those killed or wounded in battle, who then recovered or were resurrected to new life.

  Arbor Low: [Derbyshire] A fine example of a henge monument with two entrances in a containing bank, still some 6ft high. Some 50 stones (or their fragments) originally stood upright to form an outer circle and a central horseshoe. A Bronze Age barrow overlaps the line of the bank and appears to have been constructed partly with re-used material. SOURCE: The Secret Country, Janet and Colin Bord.

  Arbory Hill: The earliest relics of buildings for human habitation in Britain are those of the Iron Age people who came from the Continent from about 550BC, who were gradually pushed north and west by the invading Romans in the 1st century AD. The fort on Arbory Hill may well have been still inhabited when the Roman legions were passing along their road in the Clyde Valley below.

  Arcadia: A mountainous region in the centre of the Peloponnese that has many associations with Greek mythology, particularly Pan.

  Arcana: (1) A secret formula or process. (2) Used to denote the cards of the Tarot: the Major Arcana includes 22 cards; the Minor Arcana has 52.

  Arcane: That which is secret or mysterious.

  Archaeoacoustics: The study of the acoustic qualities of prehistoric constructions.

  Archangel: According to the Koran there are four archangels. Gabriel, the angel of revelations, who writes down divine decrees; Michael, the champion, who fights the battles of faith; Azrael, the angel of death; and Azrafil, who sounds the trumpet of the resurrection. They appear in both Jewish and Christian texts.

  Archangel, White or Dead Nettle: Valued for the treatment of both internal disorders and external wounds to staunch bleeding. The plant was listed by Aelfric and its ruling planet is Venus.

  Archetype: A phrase coined by psychologist C G Jung to refer to the collective characteristic of the human unconscious. For example, the Devil, the Mother and the Trickster are universal archetypes that are instantly recognisable to all creeds and cultures.

  Archidoxis Magica: That part of the Philosophia Magna that encompasses Paracelsus’s cosmological and spiritual vision of the nature of God and Creation.

  Arduinna: A localised Gaulish goddess named after the Ardennes. She was a goddess of hunting and identified by the Romans with Diana. Her sacred animal was the Boar.

  Ares: The Greek god of war and identified with the Roman Mars. His original homeland was Thrace, but there are few temples dedicated to him in Greece. He was not a popular god and is rarely portrayed in Greek art.

  

  Aretz: Hebrew for the element Earth.

  Argei: The Vestal Virgins cast bundles of rushes (in the shape of men bound hand and foot) into the River Tiber on 14th May each year. The rite was thought to be one of purification. There were 27 shrines of these argei throughout Rome: the ‘lucky’ number 27 (thrice nine) occurs frequently in Greek and Roman ritual.

  Aries: (1) The famous ram, Chrysomallon, whose golden fleece was stolen by Jason in his Argonautic expedition. It was transported to the stars, and made the first sign of the zodiac – 21 March–19 April. “The Vernal signs the Ram begins;/Then comes the Bull; in May the Twins;/ The Crab in June; next Leo shines;/ And Virgo ends the northern signs.” (2) Aries is the zodiac’s first constellation, since the Sun at one time was entering Aries on the day of the winter solstice – the moment when it crosses from the southern to the northern half of the celestial globe. Because of the Earth’s Precession, the Sun is now in Pisces at the Vernal Equinox.

  Arithmancy: see Numerology.

  Armilustrium: The purification of the Roman army, when the soldiers would be assembled and reviewed in the Circus Maximus on 19th November, and as a military festival it was sacred to Mars.

  Armomancy: An out-dated method of divination to detect a person’s psychic abilities.

  Aromatherapy: The art and science of using plant oils in medical treatment and has its roots in most ancient healing practices the world over. Natural essences are concentrated in oils extracted from herbs, fruits, flowers and other plants and used to achieve different results. The therapeutic benefits of aromas was widely prescribed in ancient times with a variety of crushed herbs, barks and spices being inhaled for their curative value. SOURCE: Aromatherapy: An A-Z, Patricia Davies; Perfume Power, Joules Taylor; Sacred Luxuries: Fragrance, Aromatherapy & Cosmetics in Ancient Egypt, Lise Manniche.

  Arras Witchcraft: In 1459-60 the Inquisition organised a witch hunt at Arras that was one of the earliest in northern France. At this time, just what constituted witchcraft had still not been precisely defined and the Inquisition’s conduct was denounced by several bishops of the time; after 1500, few would have dared to criticise. SOURCE: The Encyclopedia of Witchcraft & Demonology, Rossell Hope Robbins.

  Artemis: Greek goddess of the hunt and sister of Apollo, whom the Romans identified with Diana. She has many different guises and often her cult overlapped with other goddesses.

  Arthurian Legend: The ‘real’ Arthur is believed to have been a chieftain of the Romano-Britons, who fought against the invading Saxons around AD450. The Celtic myth of the magic cauldron that subsequently became the Holy Grail expanded the legend that has been built up around him, and French sources, which expanded on the concept of chivalry and the introduced the fabled ‘Round Table’. SOURCE: A History of the Kings of England, Geoffrey of Monmouth; Morte D’Arthur, Sir Thomas Malory; Britain AD, Francis Pryor.

  Arthurian Tradition: A modern revivalist Tradition based on the Grail Quest and the Arthurian legend, and the wealth of material that surrounds the story of Arthur and his Knights of the Round Table.

  Arrow: The bow was one of the earliest weapons invented by man and the arrow’s ability to kill at a distance has given it a place in magic and folklore all over the world, from ancient Egypt to Europe and the Americas. In Britain, prehistoric flint arrowheads were thought to be Elf-bolts.

  Asa: In Scandinavian mythology, a term of address to all the gods of Gladsheim: as in AsaOdin. Gladsheim (‘home of joy’) was the largest and most magnificent mansion of the Aesir. It contained 12 seats besides the throne of Alfader, the most ancient and chief of the gods; the great hall was called Valhalla.

  Asafoetida: An evil-smelling gum, made by drying the juice of the plant ferula asafoetida and listed in the Lemegeton as a substance used in calling up demons, as its stench is suitable to “the nature of demons, which stink of hell”. Aleister Crowley places it in his list of ‘perfumes’ in Liber 777, to correspond with Saturn, The Universe, sulphur and ‘all Evil Odours’.

  Asana: Specal yoga postures designes to infuence currents of subtle energy within the human body.

  Asatru: see Aesir, Northern Tradition andVanir

  Asbestos: The fire-retardant properties of asbestos were known as long ago as 5000 years. It was the ancient Greeks, in awe of the stone that could be woven but not consumed by fire, who gave it the name asvesto, meaning ‘inextinguishable’. Throughout ancient history, it was renowned as a substance of almost magical properties. SOURCE: Journeys From the Centre of the Earth, Iain Stewart.

  Ascendant: In casting a horoscope the easternmost star, representing the House of Life, is called the ascendant, because it is in the act of ascending. This is the subject’s strongest star, and so long as it is above the horizon their fortune is said to be good. When a person’s circumstances begin to improve and things look brighter, it is said that their star is in the ascendant.

  Asch: Hebrew for the element of Fire.

  Asclepius or Esclepius: (1) The son of Apollo and god of medicine, who came to be worshipped as the god of healing, especially at Epidaurus where there is a circular temple to him patterned with caduceus wands. (2) The text known as Esclepius, supposedly written by Hermes Trismegistus, was that part of the Corpus Hermeticum, the body of Hermetic writing that remained in circulation right up to the Reaissance after being translated into Latin in the 2nd century AD. (3) Alchemists used the Esclepius as a spiritual handbook, a guide to creation and man’s creative powers.

  Ash: (1) From ancient times the ash has been revered as a sacred tree; it was considered dangerous to cut one down without the appropriate observances. Also known as the ‘Tree of the Universe’ (see Yggrasil). (2) In wort-lore the bark, shoots, leaves and keys are all used in potions and other recipes. The red bud of the ash was believed to avert witchcraft and the Evil Eye if eaten on St John’s Eve. Ruling planet: Sun.

  Ashes: The residue of fire, and just as fire is regarded magically as something that ‘fixes’ a spell, or has the power to regenerate and bring new life, so the same properties are associated with ashes. Ashes from a magical working should never be discarded but should be retained in order to re-affirm the magical working at a later date. The only means of disposal is to sprinkle them in running water.

  Ashram: A Hindu term for a spiritual centre or a retreat where disciples of a guru spend their time meditating and studying spiritual teachings.

  Asmodeus: (1) According to Francis Barrett’s Magus, Asmodeus was originally a demon of rage, who turned into a spirit of lust, whom the magician must summon bare-headed as a mark of respect. (2) According to the Talmud he was the ‘king of devils’. SOURCE: Goetia, Aleister Crowley.

  Aspen: One of the most beautiful of Britain’s native trees and the source of a great deal of folklore. The bark was used to lower fever and as a remedy for digestive problems. Ruling planet: Saturn in Capricorn.

  Aspergillum (less commonly, aspergilium or aspergil): An implement used to sprinkle holy water. It comes in two common forms: a brush that is dipped in the water and shaken, and a perforated ball at the end of a short handle

  Aspersion: Slander or accuse falsely, i.e. to cast aspersions on a person’s character. A common occurrence amongst magical practitioners.

  Ass: Sleeping upon the skin of an ass was believed to keep away devils, witches and nightmares.

  Assiah: One of the Four Worlds of the Qabalistic system; the material world.

  Astarte or Asthoreth: A Middle Eastern great goddess of fertility, motherhood and war. Her cult spread westwards where she was transformed into the male demon Astaroth in later writings. Both images are frequently shown with the figure wearing a pair of bull’s horns.

  Asteroid: A small body of rock or metal in orbit around the Sun. A type of minor planet. The Asteroid Belt is located between the orbits of Mars and Jupiter.

  Astragalomancy: Divination by throwing dice or dominos to determine the future.

  Astragyromancy: Divination by the use of bones, usually vertebra or knucklebones.

  Astral Body: The spiritual intelligence supposed to be present in all humans. It may either penetrate the physical body, or be partially or wholly, detached from it.

  Astral Doorways: Symbols or pictures that can be used in a meditative way to aid astral projection. The ‘court’ cards of the Tarot can be used in this way but the most well known are the Tattwas of the Eastern esoteric traditions used by members of the Golden Dawn. SOURCE: The Complete Rituals of the Golden Dawn, Israel Regardie

  Astral Plane: An altered state of consciousness that admits the astral body to the ‘spirit’ world, or the alternate dimensions of reality.

  Astral Projection: Among occultists it is generally held that in addition to our physical body, we possess another, more subtle one. This is the body inhabited after death, and which we are capable of detaching from the physical body at will, under certain circumstances. Or which spontaneously leaves the physical body, more or less completely, in sleep, trance, coma, or under the influence of anaesthetic. It is normally invisible, intangible, impalpable to the senses, and cannot be discovered upon the operating table. Although proof is difficult to obtain there are many who assert they have, on certain occasions, found themselves inhabiting such a body and, on looking back, seen their own physical body asleep on the bed. They are convinced that the experience is real because they can see and feel and handle it. Moreover they are fully conscious at the time … these are instances of involuntary or spontaneous projection. SOURCE: Magic: An Occult Primer, David Conway; Techniques of High Magic, Francis King and Stephen Skinner;

  Astro-archeology: The science of the alignment of ancient monuments with early astronomy. SOURCE: Astronomy in Prehistoric Britain and Ireland, Clive Ruggles; Starchild, Mélusine Draco; Astronomy Before the Telescope, ed Christopher Walker; From Stonehenge to Modern Cosmology, Fred Hoyle; The Phenomenolgy of Landscape, Christopher Tilley.

  Astrology: The art of predicting the future or interpreting events and character from the positions of the stars and planets. Originating in Mesopotamia in the 2nd millennium BCE, by the 5th century it had spread throughout the Greek world. The art reached its definitive form during the Roman Empire by c100AD (see Zodiac and Zodiac-Chinese). Popular astrologer, Jonathan Cainer points out that “a lot of what passes today for ‘common astrological knowledge’ is actually just myth, superstition, invention and embroidery”. While leading astronomer, Patrick Moore, defines astrology as a superstition of the stars that is a relic of the past. SOURCE: The Ancient Gods, E O James; Applied Magic, Dion Fortune; The Arkana Dictionary of Astrology, Fred Gettings; The Complete Golden Dawn System of Magic, Israel Regardie; Guide to the Zodiac, Jonathan Cainer; Magic In The Middle Ages, Richard Kieckhefer; The New Astrology, Nicholas Campion and Steve Eddy; Religion & the Decline of Magic, Keith Thomas; The Magical Arts, Richard Cavendish.

  Astromancy: An ancient method of divination by looking at the stars and planets on a clear night.

  Astronomy: The study of the celestial bodies and the heavens from all scientific aspects. This is an exact science and its development over the past five millennia has been one of the greatest achievements of human civilisation. The Muse, Urania, was the Greek patron of astronomy. SOURCE: Astronomy: Before the Telescope, ed Christopher Walker; Astronomy & the Imagination, Norman Davidson; Discover the Stars, Richard Berry; Encyclopaedia of the Universe; Gods in the Sky, Allan Chapman; Origins, John Gribbin & Simon Goodwin; Prehistoric Astronomy & Ritual, Aubrey Burl; Skywatching, David Levy.

  Asura: In Indian mythology, a class of non-human beings who are the enemies of the gods (heavenly beings) and responsible for encouraging evil tendencies.

  Ataraxia: (1) A state of mental serenity, calmness and tranquillity that is required before attempting to communicate with the spirit world. (2) A drug that produces this effect without inducing sleep.

  Atavism: Refers to the incarnation in human or animal form of an ancestral being. According to Man, Myth & Magic, in a broader sense, the term atavism is used by occultists to mean the reappearance of characteristics which come from so long ago that they constitute an embodiment of pre-human consciousness, i.e. things that come from the time of creatures half-human and half-beast. One of the greatest visionaries of atavistic expression was the artist and member of the Golden Dawn, Austin Osman Spare.

  Atavistic Resurgence: The name of the magical formula devised by Austin Osman Spare to tap subliminal levels of consciousness in order to re-vitalise dormant superhuman powers. He used symbolic pictures to give visible form to terrifying impulses deep in the mind, claiming that he only had to visualise one of these images for the atavistic desire to surge up. SOURCE: The Magical Revival, Kenneth Grant;

  Ate: A Greek word for ruin or disaster, personified as a power that disorders the mind, so that the victim cannot tell wrong from right. In the Iliad she is a daughter of Zeus, goddess of vengeance and mischief.

  

  Athame: (1) The term ‘athame’ comes from the magic knife described in the Key of Solomon and other magical textbooks, used for casting the magic circle. (2) In modern Wiccan ceremonial it is often described as being black-handled and decorated with mystic symbols. In Old Craft, all types of knives are used according to personal preference (see Knife).

  Atheism: The disbelief in the existence of any god(s), and a belief that matter is eternal, and what we call ‘Creation’ is the result of natural laws.

  Athena: Tutelary goddess of Athens and Greek goddess of war and wisdom. The Romans identified her with Minerva.

  Atlantis: A fictional ‘lost paradise’ that only appears in the writings of the Athenian philosopher Plato (427-348BCE). Despite its allegorical origins, the belief in the reality of the sunken world has permeated occult writing, with many well-known names claiming to have some form of Atlantean connections. SOURCE: The Atlantis Syndrome, Paul Jordan; Critias and Timaeus, Plato.

  Atlantis Bookshop: Located in Museum Street, London, this world famous occult bookseller has been supplying esoteric books since 1922.

  Atlantis Syndrome: The belief that all magical/mystical wisdom came originally from Atlantis and provided the basic beliefs of all cultures, all over the world. This has been reflected in occult fact and fiction for decades without any reference to Plato’s first references to it around 360BC, when the story started as a moral tale about the decline of Athens. The Atlantis story passed into occult fiction and was drawn upon by Dion Fortune for Sea Priestess and Moon Magic. SOURCE: The Atlantis Syndrome, Paul Jordan.

  Atma: [Sanskrit] The True Self, as opposed to the illusory personality or ego.

  Attribute: A creature, plant or object associated with a particular deity, and often revealing an aspect of that deity’s nature (see Correspondences).

  

  Atu: House, cell or division. A term used to denote the 22 keys or trumps of The Book of Thoth, or Atus of Tahuti, the Egyptian Tarot deck designed by Aleister Crowley.

  Atum-Re: Re is the name of the ancient Egyptian sun god, sovereign Lord of the sky. Like Atum, his principle sanctuary was at Heliopolis, and from a very early time the priesthood identified the two gods as one. Re was the rising sun that manifested on the primeval Mound, while Atum personified the setting sun. Not to be confused with Aten, of the monotheist cult that Akhenaten introduced at El Amarna.

  Atziluth: [Hebrew] The archetypal or spirit world.

  Augoeides: [Greek] Refers to ‘the holy guardian angel’ and derives from augo, meaning ‘the morning light’. It is a term used by Iamblichus in his De Mysteriis and Bulwer Lytton popularised the concept in his novel Zanoni, where he interpreted it as meaning ‘the luminous Self or Higher Ego’. Through the Holy Guardian Angel, human consciousness is linked with, and can become consciously merged with, cosmic consciousness. Attainment of the knowledge of the Holy Guardian Angel is the foundation of a magician’s training and, with the exception of crossing the Abyss, is the most critical stage of magical development. SOURCE: The Eye in the Triangle, Israel Regardie.

  Augur: (1) A person who can foretell the future. (2) In ancient Rome augurs were specifically Imperial spiritualists who divined the future using birds.

  Auguries and Auspices: see Divination and Omen.

  Aura: In occultism this refers to a luminous appearance seen surrounding all living things. Often described in rainbow colours, which reveal the mental/ physical/ emotional state of an individual, it is related to the aureole or halo surrounding the bodies or heads of figures in religious art. It is said that the aura has five specific layers: the health aura, the vital aura, the karmic aura, the character aura and the spiritual nature aura. The colours and their significance are: pink-affection; brown-red – passion and the sensual; red-anger or force; orange- pride and ambition; purple- spirituality, occult power and psychic ability; yellow- intellectual ability; blue – religiousness and mysticism; green-jealousy and deceit.

  Auspices: see Divination and Omen

  Auspicia: The auspicia (omens) were the special province of the Roman Augurs and were sent by Jupiter, as the chief state-god.

  Austrian Witchcraft: The worse period of witchcraft in Austria occurred under the Emperor Rudolph II (1576-1612), and fueled by the Jesuits trying to stop the spread of Protestantism. A secondary period followed at the end of the 17th century as a result of the Halsgerichtsordnung, a severe anti-witchcraft code adopted in 1707.

  Austromancy: Divination by listening to the sound of the wind and interpreting the messages. In China and Tibet a seashell was held to the ear and the sounds were used to foretell the future or define an omen.

  Automatic Writing: Another form of divination by allowing ‘the spirits of the ethereal world to direct the writing of one’s hand and arm with pencil and paper’. SOURCE: Book of Divining the Future, Eva Shaw; Guide to the Supernatural, Raymond Buckland.

  Automatism: Writing, drawing, painting or musical abilities produced without the control of the conscious mind; unconscious talent attributed to supernatural guidance.

  Auto de Fe: ‘Act of Faith’ commonly used for the burning to death of heretics, but strictly speaking, it was the public ceremony in Spain and Portugal at which the Inquisition pronounced judgement on heretics (see Heresy). Those condemned to death were handed over to the civil authorities for execution.

  Autumnal Equinox: Falls on or around 21st September and signifies the end of harvesting. The Church calendar aligned it with Michaelmas and around this time there were a large number of great fairs and animal sales. An important celebration within traditional witchcraft.

  Avalon: The ancient and mythological name for the area around Glastonbury Tor in Somerset, meaning ‘Isle of Apples’. In Arthurian legend it was said to be where King Arthur resided and was buried.

  Avatar: A descent of a deity into a visible human or animal form.

  Avebury: An avenue of great megaliths forms a ceremonial approach to the circles of sarsen stones and most of Avebury village lies within the largest prehistoric monument in Europe. The avenue connects Avebury with the Sanctuary, a smaller temple on Overton Down 1½ miles away.

  Averse: A term usually applied to negative magical processes.

  Avesta: The scriptures of Zoroastrianism, traditionally believed to have been revealed in their entirety to Zoroaster. The material was originally transmitted in oral form, writing being considered an ‘alien art’ and therefore unsuitable for sacred words.

  Avidya: [Sanskrit, meaning literally ‘non-knowledge’, or the lack of understanding of the nature of reality.] The inability to see the true nature of things is regarded in Buddhist tradition as the root of all evil.

  Axe: One of the first tools ever invented. The coming of the Iron Age enhanced the magical power of the axe, because the first iron used by man was meteoric in origin. There are various forms of divination that make use of an axe and it is said to dream of an axe is a warning of danger, either personal, or to a friend. SOURCE: Book of Divining the Future, Eva Shaw.

  Axinomancy: Axes were traditionally used to find buried treasure, or for finding out where something was hidden.

  Axis Mundi or Cosmic Axis: An ancient and enduring symbol of what is today referred to as the ‘personal universe’, i.e. that every man or woman is the centre of their own magical universe.

  Ayurveda: Developed from the Vedas, India’s ancient books of wisdom, Ayurveda combines physical, psychological and spiritual therapies in an approach to health that is as relevant to the modern world as it was to the ancient. Now it has been ‘discovered’ by Western health practitioners, and with a celebrity following, is set to ‘revolutionise our thinking about nutrition and disease prevention’. SOURCE: Ayurveda: The Gentle Health System, Hans H Rhyner; Ayurveda: Life, Health & Longevity, Robert E Svoboda.

  

  Aza: The evil mother of all demons. The Gnostic concept of the source of all alien energies.

  Azande: Considered to be a ground-breaking study of African witchcraft by Professor E E Evans-Pritchard during the 1920s. Unfortunately, this anthropological study was used for many years as a prejudicial benchmark by academics and professionals as a reference against the growing interest in the occult and witchcraft in the West. SOURCE: Witchcraft & Sorcery, ed Max Marwick.

  Azathoth: An entity given great prominence in the Necronomicon mythos because it typifies the supreme reflex of Daath [Qabalah] in the form of Aza.

  Azazel or Azrael: A name preserved from medieval demonology and in popular Grimoires, he is said to be the guardian of the goat. He is the standard-bearer and leader of the Watchers, and sometimes identified with the Angel of Death. In The Sea Priestess, Dion fortune refers to the Fire of Azrael for the purpose of seeing the ‘past that was dead’.

  Azoth: An alchemical term for the combined essences of the fully polarised power-zones in the human male and female.

  Aztec: The master sculptures of the Aztec traditions developed the aesthetic forms of their Toltec predecessors (see MesoAmerican Religion).

  Azym: A Gateway to the Abyss and, ultimately, the Universe.


  B

  Ba: The ancient Egyptians believed that each individual person was made up up of five distinct components: the physical body, the ba, the Ka, the Name and the Shadow. The ba has similiarities with the modern concept of the personality, on that it comprised all those non-physical attributes that made one human being unique.

  Baal: This ancient Semetic word ba’l (owner or lord) was applied to both men and gods to signify ownership: Baal-Samin (god of celestial places); Baal-Shemesh (the sun god). Although the Old Testament attacks Baal worship, the early religion of Israel was strongly influenced by the great fertility god, the upholder of order against chaos. He eventually became demonised and appeared in Colin de Plancy’s Dictionnaaire Infernal with three heads: a cat, a man and a toad.

  

  Baba: An Eastern European fairy-like creature that gradually became a witch in folklore. For example: Baba-Yaga was a White Russian forest-sprite who could travel through the air in an iron kettle with a fiery broom.

  Babalon: The name of Aleister Crowley’s ‘Scarlet Woman’. She is representative of the female principle within a ritual magical application and is chosen for her ability to transmit the solar current and manifest it in oracular and/or tangible form. A name applicable to any woman magically competent to channel and/or transmit psychic forces within ritual magick techniques.

  Bacchus: (1) A name of Dionysus, the Greek god of fertility, wine and ecstatic dancing, whose worshippers were called Bacchae or Bacchantes. (2) Bacchae is the name of a tragedy by Euripides, which shows sympathy for the mystic side of the religion but condemns its extravagencies.

  Bacchanalia: The Latin name for the Mysteries celebrated in the god Bacchus’s honour, originally confined to women. They were banned at Rome in 186BC for their excesses but reintroduced in the 1st century AD.

  Bach, Dr Edward: Qualified as a medical doctor in 1912 and having made a detailed study of bacteriology, immunology and homoeopathy, found a clear connection between chronic disease and negative mental attitudes. As a result, he produced the ‘Bach Flower Remedies’, which offered people a simple, safe and effective system of healing. SOURCE: Dictionary of the Bach Flower Remedies, T W Hyne Jones; A Guide to the Bach Flower Remedies, Julian Barnard.

  Bachwen: Close to the sea in north Wales stands a typical megalithic burial chamber, with uprights and capstone, from which the circular mound has long since disappeared. The unusual feature here is the wealth of ‘cup-marks’ that cover the upper surface of the capping. This type of carving, first introduced at the end of the Neolithic period, is fairly well distributed in northern and western Britain, but is not commonly found in this position in a grave.

  Backward Blessing: Muttering a Curse. Saying the Lord’s Prayer backwards was believed to invoke the Devil.

  Bacon, Francis: (1561-1626) A scientist, alchemist, Freemason and visionary who combined magical imagination and reason.

  Baculum: A witches’ rod, staff, wand or besom used in divination and certain fertility spells.

  Badb: Irish goddess of war, the battlefield being referred to as ‘the land of Badb. She often took the form of a crow and at the mythical battle of Mag Tured, it was she who decided the day.

  Badger: The flesh, blood and grease of the animal was considered useful for oils, ointments, salves and powders for ‘shortness of breath, the cough of the lungs’ for the stone, sprained sinews, etc.,’. There is a country belief that badgers bury their dead in specially excavated holes away from the set. Badger teeth, claws and fur are powerful amulets for protection against the home.

  Bag o’ Nails: The name of an ale-house that stood in the Tyburn Road, London. It was originsally called The Bacchanals with a sign showing Pan and the Satyrs. The name became corrupted and the cloven-hoofed god identified with the Devil. The later inn sign of The Devil and the Bag o’ Nails was not an uncommon sight in the Midland counties.

  Baguette d’Armide: The name for a sorcerer’s wand given by the sorceress, Armide in Tasso’s Jerusalem Delivered. Baguette means a rod or wand.

  Baha’i: A peace-living and humanitarian religion with no clergy, rites or sacraments. Its main teaching is the ‘oneness’ of mankind and the unity of all religions.

  Bailey, Alice: (1880-1949) British psychic and author who specialised in automatic writing. She founded the Arcane School to study the secret knowledge of the ethereal world.

  Balefire: A ritual coven fire (see Needfire).

  Balai: [French] To be a witch. According to French superstition, all witches had to pass the brooms on which they rode, three times up the chimney between one Sabbat and the next.

  Balder or Baldr: A popular hero of the Norse and Icelandic sagas, and an archetypal Sacrificial God.

  Bamberg Witchcraft: The slaughter of witches in Germany was greatest in the principalities of Würzberg and Bamberg where 1500 souls were burned in the mid 16th century. The speed of these trials was amazing and Bamberg became synonymous with torture. SOURCE: The Encyclopedia of Witchcraft & Demonology, Rossell Hope Robbins.

  Banckes’s Herbal: The first printed English herbal is an anonymous compilation from various`sources, published in 1525 by Richard Banckes. It contains a copy of the famous discourse on the virtues of rosemary, sent by the Countess of Hainault to her daughter Queen Philippa, wife of Edward I.

  Banishing: (1) To expel a malevolent or unquiet entity; the correct occult term for ‘Exorcism’. (2) Or ritually expel a member from a coven or Tradition.

  Ban: To Curse in traditional witchcraft.

  Bane: Something or someone that is destructive or poisonous, coming from the Anglo-Saxon bana, meaning a murderer. The popular term for many plants includes ‘bane’, i.e. henbane, wolf’s bane, etc., Banshee: One of the household spirits of certain Scottish Highland or Irish families, who is said to wail at the death of a family member. The word is supposed to be derived from the Old Irish ben sidhe, meaning ‘a woman of the Faere Folk’. The Welsh name is cyhyraeth.

  Baphomet: Usually represented as a half-goat, half-human figure created by the 19th century magician, Eliphas Lévi, which combined the imagery of the ‘Devil’ Tarot card and the erroneous attributions of the ram-headed god of Mendes in Egypt that was incorrectly ascribed by the Greek historian, Herodotus, who visited Egypt in 450BC. Levi’s symbolism represented the sum total of the universe and probably a close interpretation of Baphomet said to be worshipped by the Knights Templar. The Church of Satan, founded in San Francisco in 1966, adopted the goat-head inside an inverted pentagram as their emblem, while Aleister Crowley took the name of Baphomet upon joining the OTO (see Goat). SOURCE: Dictionary of Demons, Fred Gettings.

  Bardo: An illusory dimension in which the soul finds itself after death according to Tibetan Buddhist belief, and similar to the astral plane of Western occultism.

  Barley: In addition to being used for divination, barley may be scattered on the floor to keep away negative forces. It has been cultivated as a cereal crop since Neolithic times and ale made from malted barley was a staple drink in the medieval period. Ruling planet: Saturn.

  Barren wort or Epidemium: A purple and yellow plant with heart-shaped leaves, given to ‘robust’ young women to drink as a contraceptive! No ruling planet gven by Culpeper.

  Barrett, Francis: An occultist and popular demonologist, now best remembered for his work The Magus, or Celestial Intelligencer - Being a Complete System of Occult Philosophy published in 1801. Little or nothing is known of the author’s life, although it is possible that he may have influenced the occult group (later led by the Victorian esoteric novelist, Bulwer Lytton), with which Eliphas Levi was connected.

  Barrows and Earthworks: The English landscape is littered with barrows and earthworks dating from Neolitic times. Often used by witches and magicians as a place to make contact with the Ancestors. SOURCE: The Pagan Religions of the Ancient British Isles, Ronald Hutton; Historical Atlas of Britain, Ed. Nigel Saul for the National Trust; Britain BC, Francis Pryor; A Phenomenology of Landscape, Christopher Tilley; The Secret Country, Janet and Colin Bord Basajaun: A Basque ‘Lord of the forest’, who lives in woods or caves high up in the hills and acts as a protector of livestock. In local tradition he is the cultural initiator, who instructs in the art of argriculture and metal work.

  Basil: A common herb that draws poison from a sting and drunk as a tea to bring on menstruation. The oil is used in medicine, perfumes and incense. Also used for strewing on floors to cover offensive smells. Ruling planet: Mars in Scorpio.

  Basilisk: A crown-headed serpent that represents the evil eye. A notion derived from the ancient belief that the creature could kill with a glance, having sprung from the egg of a rooster, which had been guarded by a toad (see Cockatrice).

  Basque Witchcraft: The Basques are a people of mysterious origin and during the 16th century they were accused of being Satan-worshippers. Behind the Papal propaganda there was an older type of witchcraft, the belief in which has persisted to the present day. The earliest texts relating to Basque witchcraft are, of course, Inquisitional sources but today in rural communities, there is still a wealth of traditions and practices identifiable as Craft. SOURCE: A Dictionary of Devils & Demons, J Tondriau and R Villeneuve; The World of Witches, J C Baroja.

  Bast: Along with Hathor, Bast is one of the most popular of Egyptian deities, who was thought of as a women’s deity. Her sacred image is the domestic Cat.

  Bat: Creatures of the shadows that have often been included in the ingredients of so-called witches’ spells, according to Shakespeare (Macbeth) and Ben Jonson (Masque of Queens). Because of their magical association, the bat is also looked upon as a protective charm or amulet against the powers of evil, and as a luck bringer. In the Isle of Man and parts of Wales it was believed that witches could enter a house in the form of a bat (see Shapeshifting), while in Scotland if the animal was seen to fly straight up and plummet back down, it was a warning that the hour had come when witches had power over those without protective charms.

  

  Bateman, Mary: Questionably referred to as the ‘Witch of Leeds’ this confidence trickster made her living by illusion, the most famous being the hen that laid a magic egg inscribed with the words: ‘Christ is coming’. In 1809, she was found guilty of poisoning Rebecca Perigo, one of her gullible clients; was hanged at York and gibbeted afterwards in Leeds. It is said that sovenier hunters stripped the flesh off her bones for luck. Her skeleton was preserved and is now in Leeds Medical School.

  Bath Spa: The legendary Prince Bladud was said to have discovered the healing properties of Bath’s mineral springs when he cured his leprosy by bathing in the swamps of the district. From the Iron Age to the Roman, people were attracted to Bath to take the waters and by the time of Agricola (AD78-84) the town was a thriving spa. The Romans dedicated the baths to the healing and evil-averting powers of Sulis-Minerva. Bath was destroyed by the Saxons, and many of its earlier glories lay buried for more than 1000 years.

  Bavarian Witchcraft: During the forty years from 1590 to 1630, under the guidance of Jesuit fanatics, the Dukes of Bavaria introduced a programme of ‘exterminating’ witches in the country. SOURCE: The Encyclopedia of Witchcraft & Demonology, Rossell Hope Robbins.

  Bay: A magical tree and used as an amulet since the Roman emperors adopted the wearing of a wreath of bay as a symbol of victory. The withering of a bay tree is supposed to be an omen of death. Large leaves are often used for amulets, so that magic words could be written on them. Dedicated to Apollo and Æsculapius, god of medicine, it has many medicinal and Craft uses. Ruling planet: Sun in Leo.

  Bean, Broad: A powerful ingredient in sexual and fertility spells; also used in charms and amulets to counteract witchcraft and the Evil Eye. Grown in Britain since the Iron Age, the beans were used in poultices to reduce inflammation and swelling as well as being a basic vegetable in medieval England. Ruling planet: Venus.

  Bear: (1) Probably held sacred by Neanderthal man, and even up until the early 20th century, bear festivals were celebrated in Europe. Like other animals, bears figure frequently in folklore all over the world and were often thought to possess great supernatural powers. The fat of a bear in an ointment or potion induces fear in an enemy. Bear ghosts were not uncommon and Worcester cathedral was reputedly haunted by a bear in the 17th century. (2) The most easily recognisable constellation in the sky is Ursa Major, the Great Bear. (3) The bear and ragged staff was the heraldic emblem of Richard Neville, Earl of Warwick.
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