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INTRODUCTION 

Learning Spanish is fun, and you know why? Because it opens up whole new worlds to you. Spanish is one of the most commonly spoken languages in the world— hundreds of millions of people in dozens of countries speak it. You know Spanish is spoken in Spain, but did you know that it’s also spoken in most of Central and South America, from Mexico to Chile? In fact, there are only a few countries in Latin America where Spanish isn’t spoken, like Brazil and Belize. There are also millions of Spanish speakers in the United States and in other countries all over the world. So by learning Spanish, you’ll be able to talk to all of these people and learn about the similarities and differences between their countries and cultures and your own.

Plus, if you can convince someone like your mom, dad, brother, sister, or best friend to learn Spanish with you, you’ll be able to study and practice together. It’s a lot more fun learning Spanish when you have someone to speak it with regularly. You can help each other understand the tricky parts and remember what you’ve learned. Then you’ll also have a secret language that only the two of you understand!

Speaking Spanish is useful, too. If you want to travel to other countries, it makes sense to speak the local language. If you visit Argentina or Costa Rica, for example, it will be easier (and more fun!) to eat at restaurants, go shopping, and visit places like zoos and museums when you speak Spanish. Plus, when you go to high school, you have to study a foreign language. If you start learning Spanish now, you’ll be ahead  of your classmates. Besides that, there are lots of jobs that need Spanish speakers. If you want to be a doctor, a teacher, or a lawyer when you grow up, knowing Spanish will let you talk to many more people than if you just know English. In fact, speaking Spanish will probably make it easier for you to get the job in the first place. And if find out that you like Spanish so much that you want to learn another language, like French or Italian, knowing Spanish will make learning that new language even easier.

The Everything KIDS’ Learning Spanish Book will help you start learning Spanish and have fun at the same time. This is a complete introduction to Spanish written especially for kids just like you. Every chapter includes lessons, fun activities, puzzles, and games to help you learn, practice, and have a good time, too. You’ll be able to talk about what you love and what you dislike, what you’re studying at school, and what you want to do when you grow up. You’ll also learn how to count, describe your family and friends, talk about clothes and food, and lots more. And when you’ve finished the whole book and are ready for more, there is a list of books and Web sites in the back to help you figure out where to go next. (There’s also a glossary to help you remember how to say something in Spanish.)

Speaking Spanish is the first step to getting to know more about different countries, cultures, and people. It’s fun to learn and speak, and it’s useful too. So let’s get started and have fun!
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CHAPTER 1 
The Basics 
Los fundamentos 

[image: 9781593377168_0010_001]



Alphabet—Alfabeto 

The Spanish alphabet is similar to the English alphabet, except with one extra letter. Plus, the letters are pronounced differently in Spanish. Here is the Spanish alphabet, including how to say each letter, called pronunciation, spelled out for you.
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	Letter  

	Example  

	Pronunciation




	A 

	for abuelo (grandfather) 

	AH




	B 

	for bueno (good) 

	BEH




	C 

	for cama (bed) 

	SEH




	D 

	for desayuno (breakfast) 

	DEH




	E 

	for edificio (building) 

	EH




	F 

	for falda (skirt) 

	EF eh




	G 

	for gracias (thank you) 

	HEH




	H 

	for hablar (to talk) 

	AH cheh




	I 

	for Italia (Italy) 

	EE




	J 

	for jamón (ham) 

	HOH tah




	K 

	for kárate (karate) 

	KAH




	L 

	for leer (to read) 

	EL eh




	M 

	for madre (mother) 

	EM eh




	N 

	for nieve (snow) 

	EN eh




	Ñ 

	for ñame (yam) 

	EN yeh




	O 

	for ocho (eight) 

	OH




	P 

	for pelo (hair) 

	PEH




	Q 

	for queso (cheese) 

	KOO




	R 

	for regalo (gift) 

	EHRR eh




	S 

	for sí (yes) 

	ES eh




	T 

	for tener (to have) 

	TEH




	U 

	for uno (one) 

	OO




	V 

	for ventana (window) 

	BEH




	W 

	for watt (watt) 

	DO bleh beh




	X 

	for xerocopia (photocopy) 

	EH kees




	Y 

	for ya (already) 

	ee gree EH gah




	Z 

	for zapato (shoe) 

	SEH tah








Alphabet Code 

This puzzle looks like it is in code, but you are actually practicing how to sound out the Spanish alfabeto (alphabet)! Write the correct letter under each letter sound to find the answer to this riddle:
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¡CUIDADO!

Mistake to Avoid 

Though they’re different in English, the letters B and V are pronounced exactly the same way in Spanish. The letters are both pronounced “beh,” and they make a sound much like the B in English. There is no English V sound in Spanish.
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First sing the alphabet song in English. Easy, right? Now, try singing the alphabet song in Spanish! The new pronunciations and the extra letter might make it tricky, but don’t give up. Keep practicing until you can sing the whole song without making a mistake!

Numbers—Números 

Learning how to count in Spanish is lots of fun and very useful. Once you learn the numbers in Spanish, you can count all kinds of things, like pieces of fruit in the refrigerator, clothes in your closet, or birds in a tree in your backyard. Check out the numbers in the following list:









	Number  

	In Spanish  

	Pronunciation




	0 

	cero 
	SEH ro




	1 

	uno 
	OO noh




	2 

	dos 
	DOS




	3 

	tres 
	TREHS




	4 

	cuatro 
	KWA tro




	5 

	cinco 
	SEEN ko




	6 

	seis 
	SEHEES




	7 

	siete 
	SEE EH teh




	8 

	ocho 
	O cho




	9 

	nueve 
	NUEH beh




	10 

	diez 
	dee EHS




	11 

	once 
	ON seh




	12 

	doce 
	DO seh




	13 

	trece 
	TREH seh




	14 

	catorce 
	ka TOR seh




	15 

	quince 
	KEEN seh




	16 

	dieciséis 
	dee eh see SEHEES




	17 

	diecisiete 
	dee eh see SEE EH teh




	18 

	dieciocho 
	dee eh see OH choh




	19 

	diecinueve 
	dee eh see NUEH beh




	20 

	veinte 
	BAIN teh




	21 

	veintiuno 
	bain tee OO noh




	22 

	veintidós 
	bain tee DOHS




	23 

	veintitrés 
	bain tee TRES




	24 

	veinticuatro 
	bain tee KWA troh




	25 

	veinticinco 
	bain tee SEEN koh




	26 

	veintiséis 
	bain tee SEHEES




	27 

	veintisiete 
	bain tee SEE EH teh




	28 

	veintiocho 
	bain tee OH choh




	29 

	veintinueve 
	bain tee NUEH beh




	30 

	treinta 
	TRAIN tah




	31 

	treinta y uno 
	TRAIN tah ee OO noh




	32 

	treinta y dos 
	TRAIN tah ee DOS




	. . .

	 
	 



	40 

	cuarenta 
	kwa REN tah




	41 

	cuarenta y uno  
	kwa REN tah ee OO noh




	42 

	cuarenta y dos 
	kwa REN tah ee DOHS




	. . .

	 
	 



	50 

	cincuenta 
	seen KWEN ta




	60 

	sesenta 
	seh SEN tah




	70 

	setenta 
	seh TEN tah




	80 

	ochenta 
	oh CHEN tah




	90 

	noventa 
	noh VEN tah




	100 

	cien 
	SEE EN




	1,000 

	mil 
	MEEL




	1,000,000 

	millón 
	mee YON
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Jumping Numbers 

A frog wants to cross the pond, but he can only jump on lily pads with even numbers. Can you help him find the correct path from el principio (the start) to el fin (the end)? Hint: The frog can jump straight ahead, left, or right, but not diagonally.
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To practice using the Spanish numbers, go around your house and count how many of the following items you see. Write your answers in the blank spaces. So, for example, if there are five clocks in your house, your response would look like this:








	clocks    

	          cinco         






	beds
	_______________



	rugs

	_______________



	sinks

	_______________



	televisions

	_______________



	telephones

	_______________



	computers

	_______________





Essential Vocabulary—Vocabulario esencial 

When you’re learning a new language, you often need to ask a lot of questions. This is when your essential vocabulary comes into play. This includes all the question and answer words you know in English. Check out the following list, and try pronouncing these essential Spanish words.









	English  

	Spanish  

	Pronunciation




	yes 

	sí 
	SEE




	no 

	no 
	NOH




	I don't know 

	no sé 
	no SEH




	OK 

	de acuerdo 
	deh ah KWER doh




	who 

	quién 
	KEE EN







Gramática — 
Additional Grammar 

When talking about twenties, thirties, etc., the Spanish numbers are the “tens” word (veinte, treinta, etc.)  plus the “ones” word (uno, dos, etc.) joined by y (and). In the twenties, these three words join together in a single word and y becomes i. For the thirties and up, the three words stay separate. See the list of numbers for more examples.



Consejo 
IMPORTANT TIP 


When you ask a question in Spanish, you need a regular question mark at the end of the question, as well as an upside-down question mark at the beginning. For example, the question “What?” is written ¿Cómo? And for exclamations, there’s an upside-down exclamation point to use at the beginning, like this: ¡Ay, caramba! (My goodness!) Grab a piece of paper and practice writing these new punctuation marks.











	English  

	Spanish  

	Pronunciation




	what 

	qué 
	KEH




	when 

	cuándo 
	KWAN doh




	where 

	dónde 
	DON deh




	why 

	por qué 
	por KEH




	how 

	cómo 
	KOH moh




	and 

	y 
	ee




	or 

	o 
	o






Now try practicing some of these essential Spanish words by answering the following questions. These are “yes or no” questions, so you can answer with either sí or no. Write your answers in the blank spaces.







	Does your family have a pet?

	___________________________



	Do you like the color blue?

	___________________________



	Do you like to read books?

	___________________________



	Have you ever been to the zoo?

	___________________________



	Do you enjoy playing sports?

	___________________________





Now that you know these essential words, try putting them into sentences. The following are very useful sentences to use when you need to ask questions or get more information.









	English
	Spanish
	Pronunciation



	I have a question. 
	Tengo una pregunta. 
	TEN goh OO nah preh GOON tah



	What does _____ mean? 
	¿Qué quiere decir _____ ?  
	keh KEE EH reh deh SEER 



	How do you say _____ in Spanish? 
	¿Cómo se dice _____ en español?
	KOH moh seh DEE seh _____ en es PAH neeol





If you need someone to repeat something or speak more slowly, you can try these useful phrases:








	English 
	Spanish



	What? 
	¿Cómo?



	I am sorry, I don't understand.
	Perdón, no comprendo.



	Repeat, please. 
	Puede repetir, por favor.



	Please, more slowly. 
	Más despacio, por favor.



	One more time, please. 
	Otra vez, por favor.





Nouns—Nombres 

A noun is a person, place, thing, or idea. For example, here are some nouns in English:



• Person: mother, astronaut, Tommy, Mr. Smith 

• Place: home, space, Chicago, Ireland 

• Thing: book, suit, city, country 

• Idea: love, happiness, anger, faith 



In Spanish, nouns have what is called “gender,” which means that every noun is either masculine or feminine. When you are talking about people and animals, gender makes sense; some people and animals are masculine (boys, men, lions) and some are feminine (girls, women, lionesses). But for other words, gender can seem funny. For example, cheese is masculine (el queso) and milk is feminine (la leche). But the gender for these nouns is not meant to say cheese is like a boy and milk is like a girl; the gender is just part of the name of each word.

Now, here are some common nouns and their translations in Spanish. Pay attention to the words el and la that come before each Spanish noun.
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Gramática — 
Additional Grammar 

You can tell if a word is masculine or feminine by the word that comes in front of it: un and el are used for masculine nouns, and una and la are used for feminine nouns. Also, most Spanish nouns that end in o are masculine, and most nouns that end in a are feminine. Just be careful, because this isn’t always the case!
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¡CUIDADO!

Mistake to Avoid 

Here are some words that end in a but are masculine: el clima (climate), el día (day), el fantasma (ghost), el idioma (language), el mapa (map), el planeta (planet), el problema (problem), el sofá (sofa). There are fewer words that end in o but are feminine; for example, la mano (hand).












	English  

	Spanish  

	English  

	Spanish




	the father 

	el padre 
	the mother 

	la madre



	the boy 

	el chico 
	the girl 

	la chica



	the cheese 

	el queso 
	the milk 

	la leche



	the love 

	el amor 
	the happiness 

	la felicidad





El and la are called “definite articles” and are used when you want to talk about a specific noun. For example, “The book is on the table.” You are talking about a specific book and a specific table, so you use the definite articles: El libro está sobre la mesa.

Un and una are called “indefinite articles” and are used when you are not talking about a specific noun. For example, “Do you have a hat and a scarf?” You are asking whether the person has one of these, so you use the indefinite articles: ¿Tienes un sombrero y una bufanda?

Besides gender, Spanish nouns also have “number.” This is easier because it’s just like in English: nouns are either singular (just one) or plural (more than one). Spanish has special definite articles and indefinite articles for plural nouns. For example:








	English (singular)  

	Spanish (singular)




	the father 

	el padre



	a father 

	un padre



	the mother 

	la madre



	a mother 

	
una madre





	 

	 




	English (plural)  

	Spanish (plural)




	the fathers 

	los padres



	some fathers 

	unos padres
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