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To Katie, Brady, James and Reece. We make quite a starting five.





Pregame

Believe it or not, basketball existed long before LeBron James. It existed before Kobe Bryant. It even existed before Michael Jordan, Magic Johnson, and Larry Bird—still the holy trinity of hoops in the eyes of many. In fact, basketball has been around so long that most of the NBA’s founding fathers have passed on, leaving behind a shot clock, three-point line, All-Star Game, and other elements of the game that remain in place today.

The purpose of this book isn’t solely to see how much you know. It’s to celebrate a sport that has become rich in tradition, gone totally global and continues to grow.

It’s to prove that the game survived just fine—even thrived—before the era of social media. It’s to show that true centers used to count for something, that three-pointers were once only taken in times of desperation (as opposed to the central theme of the offense), that there was a time where defense was more than just a rumor, unless, of course, you played in the ABA.

Ah, yes. The old American Basketball Association. It was running and gunning and having tons of fun. It was fashion and flair, high-flying dunks and long-range bombs. It was dance teams, wacky halftime acts, crazy uniforms, loud music blaring throughout the arena, manufactured noise, and basically anything to let the fans get close and feel as if they were part of the action.

Sound familiar?

Of course it does. The ABA may have folded, but the NBA didn’t really take off until it adopted many of its antics. Namely, the Association decided to start speeding up the game and selling its individual stars—often more than the teams themselves. It made every night an event, a rock concert that featured really tall men in baggy shorts and high tops, orchestrating a practically flawless ballet with a basketball. The game, no doubt, became more than a game. It became a happening.

But that doesn’t mean what took place before all the hype was meaningless. At one time, both the pro and college games were little more than a good place to go if you were looking for a fight. Then, once the players quit fighting, they would trade their attempts to score some buckets by getting together to throw back some beers. Some of them even lit up in the locker room at halftime. Most of the pros had other jobs. These were the game’s pioneers, people who played for a few bucks and for little other reason than to satisfy a passion. They wanted to build something that could survive. It seemed they never dreamed it could thrive. At least, most never envisioned it becoming the multi-billion-dollar industry it is today.

So, the pages that follow aren’t intended only to test your knowledge, but also to entertain and inform. They are to honor the men and women who made basketball work, who poured their blood, sweat, and tears into shaping the game and those who are doing their part to keep it alive today.

Mostly, this book is for you. The fan. You may be the biggest part of the game. After all, without people who are willing to spend their hard-earned money to buy merchandise and watch, basketball doesn’t survive. How big of a fan are you? The answer will most certainly lie in the questions that follow.

This is your NBA Finals, your Final Four, your chance to show how much you actually know.

As Bird said to Magic in the famous 1980s Converse commercial featuring the two legends in a game of one-on-one, “OK, Magic. Show me what ya got.”





FIRST QUARTER





HISTORY

QUESTIONS

How did the NBA come about? Perhaps a little differently than you might expect.

The league was formed in 1946, when a bunch of hockey owners got together and looked for another way to help fill their arenas. They didn’t know much about basketball, but a pro league sounded like a decent idea, so they went with that. Next thing you know, a bunch of hockey owners were now basketball owners.

That’s basically the short version of why the NBA exists today.

But like any start-up, the league suffered through some growing pains. Unlike any start-up that still exists, the NBA’s growing pains lasted about 35 to 40 years … or at least until Magic Johnson and Larry Bird came along. Then came Michael Jordan. Then Kobe Bryant and LeBron James and Stephen Curry, and the other great players of today.

Today, pro basketball has become one of the world’s most globally adored sports and the NBA a league that is rich and tradition and history.

Question is, how much do you really know about that history? More than a hockey fan?

Hey, there’s only one way to find out. Good luck in the pages that follow.

1. Who was the inventor of the game of basketball (called “Basket Ball”) and how many original rules were written by the game’s founder?

Answer on page 11.

2. Who came up with the idea for a 24-second shot clock in the NBA?

Answer on page 12.

3. In what season was the 24-second shot clock introduced?

Answer on page 12.

4. What is the diameter of a basketball rim?

Answer on page 12.

5. What type of ball was used for basketball when the game was first played?

Answer on page 13.

6. Which arena hosted the first official NBA game?

Answer on page 13.

7. Who is credited with being the pioneer of the jump shot?

Answer on page 13.

So, how’s your ABA knowledge?

8. Which team was not originally a member of the American Basketball Association?

A. Dallas Mavericks

B. San Antonio Spurs

C. Brooklyn Nets

D. Indiana Pacers

Answer on page 13.

9. Who is the all-time leading scorer in ABA history?

A. Billy Cunningham

B. Artis Gilmore

C. Dave Robisch

D. Dave Twardzik

Answer on page 13.

10. Who is the all-time leading rebounder in ABA history?

A. Billy Cunningham

B. Artis Gilmore

C. Dave Robisch

D. Dave Twardzik

Answer on page 13.

11. Who is the all-time assist leader in ABA history?

A. Billy Cunningham

B. Artis Gilmore

C. Dave Robisch

D. Dave Twardzik

Answer on page 13.

12. Who played in the most games in ABA history?

A. Billy Cunningham

B. Artis Gilmore

C. Dave Robisch

D. Dave Twardzik

Answer on page 13.

13. Which ABA team reached an agreement—in perpetuity—to receive a portion of the NBA’s television revenue at the ABA-NBA merger, but did not merge?

A. Kentucky Colonels

B. Virginia Squires

C. Spirits of St. Louis

D. Oakland Oaks

Answer on page 13.

14. Only two players played in the ABA from the moment it tipped off in 1967 until it merged with the NBA and closed its doors in 1976. Can you name them?

Answer on page 13.

15. Can you name the four teams that joined the NBA from the ABA in 1976?

Answer on page 14.

16. True or False. The longest game of the NBA’s shot-clock era took place between the Detroit Pistons and Denver Nuggets in 1983, a 186–184 Pistons win in triple overtime.

Answer on page 14.

17. What was the original name of the NBA?

Answer on page 14.

18. Who was the first Australian to play in the NBA?

Answer on page 14.

19. Who was the first African American to play in an NBA game?

Answer on page 14.

20. Kareem Abdul-Jabbar wore No. 33 his 20-season NBA career in honor of his favorite football player. Who was he?

Answer on page 14.

21. Who was the NBA’s first unrestricted free agent?

Answer on page 14.

22. In which season did the NBA institute its salary cap?

A. 1946–47

B. 1964–65

C. 1978–79

D. 1983–84

Answer on page 14.

23. Of the first ten players to be named Rookie of the Year (starting in 1958), there is only one who is not in the Hall of Fame. Can you name him?

Answer on page 14–15.

24. What was the original name of the Detroit Pistons?

Answer on page 15.

25. Who was the first New York Knicks player to score 50 or more points in a game?

Answer on page 15.

26. Who was the first Chicago Bulls player to score 50 or more points in a game?

Answer on page 15.

27. Who is credited with making the first basket in what the NBA recognizes as its first game?

Answer on page 15.

28. Which team won the first NBA game?

A. Toronto Huskies

B. New York Knickerbockers

C. Minneapolis Lakers

D. Boston Celtics

Answer on page 15.

29. Who scored the first points of the millennium, on New Year’s Day of 2000?

Answer on page 15.

30. This guard has dished the most assists among foreign-born players in NBA history. Who is he?

Answer on page 15.

31. This forward has scored the most points among foreign-born players in NBA history. Who is he?

Answer on page 16.

32. This center has grabbed the most rebounds among foreign-born players in NBA history. Who is he?

Answer on page 16.

33. What about blocks?

Answer on page 16.

34. When the NBA was formed in 1946, it consisted of 11 teams. Four of them lasted only one season. Which teams were they?

Answer on page 16.

35. Which NBA player spent six years as a child in a Japanese internment camp near Tokyo during World War II??

Answer on page 16.

36. Only two teams from the original NBA are still in existence today. Name them.

Answer on page 16.

37. Which NBA team did the Harlem Globetrotters defeat in 1948 to eventually help break the league’s color barrier?

Answer on page 17.

38. Who holds the distinction of being the first female to suit up for the Harlem Globetrotters?

A. Ann Meyers

B. Lynette Woodard

C. Nancy Lieberman

D. Jennifer Gillom

Answer on page 17.

39. Who was the first international player in the NBA?

Answer on page 17.

40. Men’s basketball was added to the Olympics in 1936, and women’s in 1976. Which countries won the gold medals in the respective sports?

Answer on page 17.

41. In the first Olympics to include basketball in 1936, on what surface was the game played?

Answer on page 17.

42. Who became the first woman to sign an NBA contract?

Answer on page 17.





HISTORY

ANSWERS


1. Dr. James Naismith invented “Basket Ball” in 1891, and originally wrote thirteen rules to the game. They are (from Naismith’s original draft):

1. The ball may be thrown in any direction with one or both hands.

2. The ball may be batted in any direction with one or both hands (never with the fist).

3. A player cannot run with the ball, the player must throw it from the spot on which he catches it, allowance to be made for a man who catches the ball when running at a good speed.

4. The ball must be held in or between the hands, the arms or body must not be used for holding it.

5. No shouldering, holding, pushing, tripping or striking in any way the person of an opponent shall be allowed. The first infringement of this rule by any person shall count as a foul, the second shall disqualify him until the next goal is made, or if there was evident intent to injure the person, for the whole of that game, no substitute allowed.

6. A foul is striking at the ball with the fist, violation of rules 3 and 4, and such as described in rule 5.

7. If either side makes three consecutive fouls it shall count a goal for the opponents (consecutive means without the opponents in the meantime making a foul).

8. A goal shall be made when the ball is thrown or batted from the grounds [into the basket] and stays there, providing those defending the goal do not touch or disturb the goal. If the ball rests on the edge and the opponent moves the basket it shall count as a goal.

9. When the ball goes out of bounds it shall be thrown into the field, and played by the person first touching it. In case of a dispute the umpire shall throw it straight into the field. The thrower in is allowed five seconds, if he holds it longer it shall go to the opponent. If any side persists in delaying the game, the umpire shall call a foul on them.

10. The umpire shall be judge of the men, and shall note the fouls, and notify the referees when these consecutive fouls have been made. He shall have power to disqualify men according to Rule 5.

11. The referee shall be judge of the ball and shall decide when the ball is in play, in bounds, and to which side it belongs, and shall keep the time. He shall decide when a goal has been made, and keep account of the goals with any other duties that are usually performed by a referee.

12. The time shall be two fifteen minutes halves, with five minutes rest between.

13. The side making the most goals in that time shall be declared the winners. In case of a draw the game may, by agreement of the captains, be continued until another goal is made.

2. Danny Biasone, the founder and owner of the NBA’s Syracuse Nationals. He came up with the idea of the 24-second shot clock in 1954 and quickly convinced NBA brass that the clock was crucial to speed the game up. The Hall of Famer owned the Nationals from 1946 to 1963, winning the NBA championship in 1955.

3. The 1954–55 season was the first in which the NBA would have a shot clock.

4. 18 inches.


5. A soccer ball. It was not changed until 1929. G. L. Pierce acquired the US patent for the design of the basketball we know today on June 25, 1929.

6. Maple Leaf Gardens provided the stage for the New York Knickerbockers to take on the Toronto Huskies on November. 1, 1946.

7. That would be 5-foot-10 Kenny Sailors, who played collegiately at the University of Wyoming, where he led the Cowboys to victories in both the NCAA and the NIT tournaments, and professionally for seven teams, first for the Cleveland Rebels in the 1946–47 season.

8. The Dallas Mavericks were not an original member of the ABA. (A)

9. Artis Gilmore played for the Kentucky Colonels from 1971–72 to 1975–76, before joining the NBA’s Chicago Bulls. During his time in the ABA, Gilmore scored a total of 9,362 points, 3,207 more than the second leading scorer Dave Robisch (6,155). (B)

10. Did we trick you? The answer is Artis Gilmore, who had 7,169 rebounds with the Colonels, 3,616 more than Dave Robisch (3,553). (B)

11. Noticing a trend? The answer, once again, is Artis Gilmore, who had 1,273 assists, 390 more than Dave Twardzik (883). (B)

12. If your instinct was to pick Artis Gilmore, you would be incorrect! While Gilmore did play in 420 games—which is second-most—he was two behind Dave Robisch, who played in a total of 422 games. (C)

13. The Spirits of St. Louis. The NBA did not put an end to the agreement until 2014, after the Spirits’ owners had collected a reported $300 million in television revenue over 38 years. (C)

14. Byron Beck of the Denver Nuggets and Louie Dampier of the Kentucky Colonels.


15. Denver Nuggets, Indiana Pacers, New York Nets, and San Antonio Spurs.

16. False. The longest game of the shot-clock era actually happened in November 1989, when the Seattle SuperSonics defeated the Milwaukee Bucks, 155–154, in five overtimes.

17. Well … the NBA was the original name. However, the league we know today was born in 1949, when the Basketball Association of America (BAA) merged with the National Basketball League (NBL).

18. Taken in the first round (7th overall) of the 1991 draft, Luc Longley became the first Australian-born player in the NBA. He would go on to win three championships with the Jordan-led Bulls.

19. On October 31, 1950, Earl Lloyd became the first African American to play in an NBA game, doing so with the Washington Capitols.

20. Kareem Abdul-Jabbar’s favorite football player was Mel Triplett, a running back for the New York Giants.

21. After two seasons with the San Diego Clippers and five with the Seattle SuperSonics, Tom Chambers signed with the Phoenix Suns in 1988 as the league’s first unrestricted free agent.

22. The salary cap has been in place since the first season of the BAA (1946–47), when it stood at $55,000 and most players were paid about $4,000 or $5,000 a year. (A)

23. The ROY for the 1962–63 season was Terry Dischinger, who averaged 25.5 PPG, 8.0 RPG, and 3.1 APG with the Chicago Zephyrs. His first three years were stellar, but would miss two seasons to military service. However, while he was not elected to the HOF based on his individual talents, he was inducted—along with his teammates—as a member of the 1960 Olympic basketball team, who made their way into the Hall in 2010.


The answer is actually Luke Jackson, who was the 1964–65 ROY with the Philadelphia 76ers. It was also the only time he would be named an All-Star during his eight years in the league, as a major injury in 1969 derailed his career, limiting him to just 66 games in his last three seasons.

24. Fort Wayne Zollner Pistons. Those Pistons, named after owner Fred Zollner, existed from 1941 to 1957 before moving from Indiana to Detroit.

25. Richie Guerin scored 57 points on December 11, 1959, against the Syracuse Nationals.

26. Chet Walker accomplished this feat on February 6, 1972, scoring 56 points in a losing effort against the Cincinnati Royals.

27. Ossie Schectman of the New York Knickerbockers scored the first basket in the league’s inaugural game against the Toronto Huskies.

28. The Knicks defeated the Huskies, 68–66, on November 1, 1946. Any fan taller than 6-foot-8 Toronto center George Nostrand was granted free admission. (B)

29. Orlando Magic center John Amaechi, who hit the first basket in the day’s first game against the Miami Heat. After the game, Amaechi’s jersey and shoes were taken to the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame in Springfield, Massachusetts.

30. Only one of five players with more than 10k assists, the Canadian-born Steve Nash, has the most of any foreign-born player in NBA history with 10,335. An 18-year NBA veteran—mostly with the Phoenix Suns and Dallas Mavericks—Nash was one of the best passers the game has ever seen. Rounding out the top five are Tony Parker (7,036, Belgium), José Calderon (5,148, Spain), Manu Ginóbili (4,001, Argentina), and Ricky Rubio (3,817, Spain).


31. Nicknamed the “Dunking Deutschman” and a future Hall of Famer, Dirk Nowitzki scored more than 31k points during his 21-year career—all with the Dallas Mavericks (31,560). Rounding out the top five are Dominique Wilkins (26,668, France), Tim Duncan (26,496, US Virgin Islands), Pau Gasol (20,894, Spain), and Kiki Vandeweghe (15,980, Germany).

32. Did you see your answer in a dream? Well that hint probably gives you the answer, as Nigerian-born Hakeem “The Dream” Olajuwon leads this category with 13,748 rebounds during his 18-year career—all but one with the Houston Rockets. Rounding out the top five are Dikembe Mutombo (12,359, Democratic Republic of the Congo), Patrick Ewing (11,607, Jamaica), Vlade Divac (9,326, Serbia), and Swen Nater (8,340, Netherlands).

33. Did you have another dream? Well, you should have. That’s right, Hakeem Olajuwon has the most blocks by any foreign-born player with 3,830. Second on the list is, again, Dikembe Mutombo, who had 3,289 during his 18-year career. In fact, they are number one and two for all NBA players, both foreign and domestic. Rounding out the top five are Patrick Ewing (2,894, Jamaica), Shawn Bradley (2,119, Germany), and Manute Bol (2,086, South Sudan). Very interesting that three of the top five were born in Africa.

34. The Cleveland Rebels, the Detroit Falcons, the Pittsburgh Ironmen, and the Toronto Huskies.

35. Tom Meschery, whose parents were Russian emigrants who fled from the October Revolution in 1917. Meschery grew into a 6-foot-6 forward, and was a first-round pick by the Philadelphia Warriors in 1961. He also wrote poetry in his spare time and dedicated one to Warriors teammate Wilt Chamberlain. Meschery coached the ABA’s Carolina Cougars following his playing days and had his No. 14 retired by the Warriors.

36. The Boston Celtics and the New York Knicks.


37. The Minneapolis Lakers.

38. Lynette Woodard, in 1985. Prior to joining the Globetrotters, Woodard was a standout at the University of Kansas, going on to being the leading scorer in Italy’s women’s league. (B)

39. Hank Biasatti was born in Italy and raised in Canada, and played six games for the Toronto Huskies during the 1946–47 season.

40. The USA and USSR, respectively.

41. Outdoors, on clay and sand.

42. Ann Meyers, the 1978 NCAA Division I Player of the Year out of UCLA, signed a $50,000 contract with the Indiana Pacers on September 5, 1979. She survived the first round of cuts before being released.





COLLEGE

QUESTIONS

There was a time, and not long ago, when college basketball was king. Many of the best players stayed all four seasons (or at least two or three) and the game was centered on speed, size and pizzazz.

Today, the college game is still good—but it has undeniably changed. For the past fifteen years or so, it’s become known as the “one-and-done” era, where the top stars make themselves eligible for the NBA draft at about the same time the final buzzer sounds on their freshman season.

That has made college basketball almost like minor-league baseball, with the school’s name and uniforms being about the only thing that stays the same from year to year. Things have also become considerably more perimeter-oriented, with 7-footers playing further and further away from the basket.

It doesn’t necessarily make it better, or worse … just different.

But no matter your feelings on how things have changed, there’s no doubting the college game remains alive, very well and rich in tradition.

That truth will hopefully be revealed in the following questions, and their answers.
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