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FOREWORD


FROM MOTORSPORT AUSTRALIA


When you think of motorsport in Australia, there is one event that truly stands out – the Formula 1 Australian Grand Prix.


As one of Australia’s largest sporting events, the AGP has been a staple on our busy sporting calendar and regularly draws in enormous crowds eager to soak up the atmosphere, excitement and adrenaline.


Albert Park is the current host of this impressive event, but the history of the Australian Grand Prix dates back many decades across several iconic locations.


While there is some debate about the origins of the first ever Australian Grand Prix, that history dates back to at least 1928. Phillip Island, Mount Panorama and other circuits have had the honour of hosting an event over the years, before the title was solely reserved for the race running as part of the FIA Formula 1 World Championship.


Motorsport Australia, the sport’s governing body, has itself been the official organiser of the event since its debut in Adelaide back in 1985, when the organisation was known as the Confederation of Australian Motor Sport (CAMS).


We are particularly proud of our association with the significant role we play in this event, and every year our team delivers what is without doubt the world’s best Grand Prix.


Working closely with our friends at the Australian Grand Prix Corporation, the loyal team of 1,000 plus officials (affectionately dubbed the ‘orange army’ thanks to their highly visible orange uniform) are the first to arrive and the last to leave each day, ensuring the on track activity runs without drama, no matter what issues may present themselves.


From the recovery teams to the flag marshals, to the appointed officials in Race Control, our officials set a high standard, acknowledged globally, and without them the event simply would not go ahead.


Over the years we have witnessed some impressive performances by our Australian licence holders on track too, such as Mark Webber’s heroic fifth place finish for Minardi in his Formula 1 debut in 2002.


With several young Australians now progressing up the Formula 1 ladder, it feels like we may be closer than ever to seeing the next Australian Formula 1 World Champion.


With the event set to continue in Victoria until at least 2035, the future of the Australian Grand Prix has many more exciting chapters to come. Formula 1 and the AGP have always been at the cutting edge of innovation and together with the entire team at Motorsport Australia, we can’t wait to see what’s next.
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Andrew Fraser


President – Motorsport Australia



	



[image: ]

























[image: ]






CONTENTS








	

	Introduction







	

	The road to Adelaide







	1985 	
Keke Rosberg
Williams FW10 Honda







	1986 	
Alain Prost
McLaren MP4/2C TAG







	1987 	
Gerhard Berger
Ferrari F1/87







	1988 	
Alain Prost
McLaren-Honda MP4/4 







	1989 	
Thierry Boutsen
Williams-Renault FW13







	1990 	
Nelson Piquet
Benetton-Ford B190







	1991 	
Ayrton Senna
McLaren-Honda MP4/6







	1992 	
Gerhard Berger
McLaren-Honda MP4/7







	1993 	
Ayrton Senna
McLaren-Ford MP4/8 







	1994 	
Nigel Mansell
Williams-Renault FW16B 







	1995 	
Damon Hill
Williams-Renault FW17 







	1996 	
Damon Hill
Williams-Renault FW18 







	1997 	
David Coulthard
McLaren-Mercedes MP4/12 







	1998 	
Mika Hakkinen
McLaren-Mercedes MP4/13







	1999 	
Eddie Irvine
Ferrari F399 







	2000 	
Michael Schumacher
Ferrari F1-2000 







	2001 	
Michael Schumacher
Ferrari F2001 







	2002 	
Michael Schumacher
Ferrari F2001 







	2003 	
David Coulthard
McLaren-Mercedes MP4/17D







	2004 	
Michael Schumacher
Ferrari F2004 







	2005 	
Giancarlo Fisichella
Renault R25 







	2006 	
Fernando Alonso
Renault R26 







	2007 	
Kimi Raikkonen
Ferrari F2007 







	2008 	
Lewis Hamilton
McLaren-Mercedes MP4/23 







	2009 	
Jenson Button
Brawn-Mercedes BGP001 







	2010 	
Jenson Button
McLaren-Mercedes MP4/25







	2011 	
Sebastian Vettel
Red Bull-Renault RB7 







	2012 	
Jenson Button
McLaren-Mercedes MP4/27







	2013 	
Kimi Raikkonen
Lotus-Renault E21







	2014 	
Nico Rosberg
Mercedes F1 W05 Hybrid







	2015 	
Lewis Hamilton
Mercedes F1 W06 Hybrid







	2016 	
Nico Rosberg
Mercedes F1 W07 Hybrid







	2017 	
Sebastian Vettel
Ferrari SF70H







	2018 	
Sebastian Vettel
Ferrari SF71H







	2019 	
Valtteri Bottas
Mercedes AMG F1 W10 EQ Power+







	2022 	
Charles Leclerc
Ferrari F1-75




















[image: ]






[image: ]

Formula 1 has roared to life annually since 1996 in the shadows of Melbourne’s CBD.







INTRODUCTION


It’s fair to say the arrival of ‘fair dinkum Formula 1’ in Australia in the mid-1980s changed local motor racing forever. It’s also true that the Australian Grand Prix raised the benchmark for F1 events globally.


The first Adelaide race in 1985 ran like clockwork, attracted a capacity crowd, put on a spectacular show and was rated the best Grand Prix of the year by Formula 1’s drivers, teams and top brass. The South Australian capital showed the world how to hold a street circuit event. After all, Aussies know how to host a party!


Formula 1 was off to a flyer in this country – and it’s still soaring in its current home of Melbourne.


The magic of Adelaide’s annual F1 round quickly spurred other state governments into action. Victoria rebuilt the Phillip Island circuit ahead of welcoming the World 500cc Championship fraternity for the Australian Motorcycle Grand Prix, whetting the appetite to also host the four-wheeled version. Western Australia secured the World Rally Championship and Queensland turned to the US-based IndyCars as an excuse for a Surfers Paradise street party. Temporary circuits became the rage to such a degree that the domestic Supercars series now headlines its own street race festivals. None of this would have eventuated if South Australia had misfired.


But Adelaide was far from being a dud. It was an unqualified success, tossing up countless memorable moments and drawing huge crowds, culminating in an Australian record for the biggest one-day sporting attendance – 205,000 – on main race day for its 1995 swansong.
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Melbourne has embraced F1 since 1996, particularly the Ferrari team.





World motorsport’s biggest stars flavoured the Adelaide era – Keke Rosberg, Niki Lauda, Alan Jones, Alain Prost, Nigel Mansell, Ayrton Senna, Nelson Piquet and Gerhard Berger. Melbourne, meantime, has been the domain of David Coulthard, Mika Hakkinen, Michael Schumacher, Fernando Alonso, Kimi Raikkonen, Nico Rosberg, Lewis Hamilton, Jenson Button, Sebastian Vettel, Charles Leclerc and other F1 idols. Damon Hill is the linkman between South Australia and Victoria as the only driver to win at both venues.
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The streets of Adelaide came alive to the sights and sounds of F1 from 1985 to 1995.







This book was born from The Official History of the Australian Grand Prix – 80 Races published in 2015 by the Chevron Publishing Group. That tome included 49 chapters on each of the races held between 1928 and 1984, including the pre-World Championship era. In contrast, this book focuses on the AGP’s World Championship era, 1985 to 2022, save for the opening chapter, which backgrounds the long and winding road to that landmark 1985 race.


It then dedicates a chapter to each of the 36 events to 2022, inclusive of the 11 held in the Adelaide Parklands to 1995, and the 25 at Melbourne’s Albert Park since 1996. COVID-19 put paid to the 2020 and 2021 AGPs, but the event returned with a vengeance in 2022 with a record four-day crowd.


Each chapter describes how each race was run and won, while also providing insight into how Formula 1 was evolving year on year.


The AGP marches on. Long may it continue to do so.
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Graham Hill was among the imported F1 stars who contested the 1967 AGP at Sydney’s Warwick Farm.







THE ROAD TO ADELAIDE


When the F1 circus arrived in Adelaide in late 1985 it was the first time the entire travelling show had pitched its tent on these shores. Yet that inaugural World Championship round was far from being the first-ever Australian Grand Prix. Nor was it the first occasion when F1 stars and cars lobbed down under.


However, 3 November 1985 was the realisation of a seemingly unattainable dream held by so many for so long. Local motor racing enthusiasts felt like Australia had finally hit the jackpot. It was truly a grand prize – the English translation of the French term ‘grand prix’ – for a proud motorsporting nation. After all, the newly created street circuit skirting the city’s CBD was playing host to the 50th running of the Australian Grand Prix. Fiftieth!


The AGP dates back to the 1920s, contested over the early decades by, mostly, a hodgepodge of open-wheel racing cars in the hands of amateur local drivers. There were many peaks and troughs between event number one and 50 as it was shared around all six states and no fewer than 22 very different venues. Some were in rural areas, others in the big cities. Many were temporary tracks on public roads or ex-RAAF airfields that disappeared as quickly as they came to life. One or two ‘pop-up’ tracks endured for a decade or so or morphed into a dedicated full-time facility. Eight of the 22 were purpose-built permanent circuits that hosted all-manner of year-round racing and motorised activity.


The Adelaide Parklands track was the sixth circuit used in South Australia, beginning with Victor Harbor’s hosting of the 1937 AGP, an occasion actually held in the final days of 1936 as part of the state’s centenary celebrations. The others were Lobethal, Nuriootpa, Port Wakefield and Mallala. Five different Queensland locations were utilised: Leyburn, Southport, Lowood, Lakeside and Surfers Paradise International Raceway. A trio of Western Australian venues near Perth were called upon – Narrogin, Caversham and Wanneroo – the same number as in New South Wales. There, the famed Mount Panorama circuit played host on four occasions, all well before the first running of the iconic Bathurst 1000 touring car classic. The AGP was also twice run in Tasmania, at Longford outside of Launceston, while five Victorian tracks had the honour – Phillip Island, Point Cook, Albert Park, Sandown and Calder Park. History records that the latter played a very important role in laying the foundation for the World Championship’s arrival in Adelaide.
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Arthur Waite drove an Austin 7 to victory in the 1928 AGP held at Phillip Island.
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A hero’s welcome awaited Arthur Waite at the conclusion of his winning drive.







Phillip Island is known today for its magnificent seaside circuit that is as fast and flowing as it is picturesque. Officially, this track is called the Phillip Island Grand Prix Circuit. It’s the long-time home of the Australian Motorcycle Grand Prix, yet the 4.5km layout never hosted the four-wheeled AGP. Drive a few miles from the PIGPC, though, and you will find yourself on the very roads upon which the inaugural AGP was contested, in 1928. In fact, our country’s first eight national Grands Prix took place on roughly rectangular layouts comprised of cordoned-off local roads. For the record, Australian Arthur Waite, aboard a tiny Austin 7 racer, upstaged more fancied competitors in faster cars, completing the 16-lap, 169km race in 1h46m.


A small asterix needs to be added to Phillip Island’s claim-to-fame as first AGP venue. A year before Waite’s triumph the NSW regional city of Goulburn hosted an event it called the Australian Grand Prix on its grassy showground. Lasting just seven minutes, this was more a speedway-style contest, whereas Phillip Island’s distance, duration and track was more akin to the European notion of a grand prix.
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Bathurst has hosted many special races over the years including the 1938 AGP, the famed Mount Panorama circuit’s first race meeting. This is Griffin’s Bend.







It’s not our intention here to overview each and every non-World Championship AGP between 1928 and 1984, but it’s important to highlight landmark races to paint an accurate picture of how the event ebbed and flowed over its five-decade path to Adelaide.


Bathurst in 1938 saw the opening of the revered Mount Panorama circuit – built as a scenic tourist drive as an unemployment relief project during the Great Depression – and the first AGP won by a foreign driver. Briton Peter Whitehead was victorious, driving an ERA that had already enjoyed significant success in the UK. The driver and car drew enormous interest as Whitehead toured our nation, racing his striking black machine anywhere and everywhere – circuits, dirt speedways and sandy beaches.


It would be another 17 to 18 years before other entrants from the United Kingdom and continental Europe would attract a similar level of attention. In fact, the mid-1950s proved a turning point in AGP history. Unsurprisingly, South Australia was central to it.


There was nothing glamorous about the location of the purpose-built Port Wakefield circuit, 100km from Adelaide, yet the 1955 AGP benefitted from the hype surrounding an Aussie who was starting to make a name for himself in the Old Dart, Formula 1’s epicentre. Jack Brabham and his Cooper-Bristol were fresh from contesting the British Grand Prix and duly proved too good for the locals.


Things went to a whole new level the following year when the works Maserati team arrived with their all-conquering 250F models resplendent in Italian red. Dashing British driver Stirling Moss, one of the era’s biggest Grand Prix stars, won in Melbourne as he pleased from French teammate Jean Behra. The factory Maserati squad headlined an entry unlike anything seen in Australia before, featuring privately-entered Ferraris, Cooper-Bristols and 250Fs. One of the latter was driven by local car dealer Stan Jones, who etched his name in the event’s record books three years later at Longford, watched on by his 12-year-old son Alan …


The 1956 AGP was truly a race and location ahead of its time, held in Albert Park near the city’s CBD during the Olympic Games to take advantage of the prevailing atmosphere of ‘get out and see the world’s best’. It worked, with an estimated 110,000 lining the circuit on race day.
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Left: Albert Park first hosted the stars and cars of Grand Prix racing in 1956. The race was won by Stirling Moss (7).


Right: Lex Davison won the 1958 AGP at Bathurst.





History books recorded the occasion as one of the most vividly remembered AGPs of all, its impact across the community unmatched by any subsequent events until perhaps the first of Adelaide’s World Championship races.


It undoubtedly whet Melbournian appetites to one day host the entire F1 fraternity. Yet Albert Park’s high-water mark would prove to be an aberration, as the event continued to rotate around the states in subsequent years, fought out between talented locals from the Australian Drivers’ Championship. Mallala’s hosting of the 1961 affair saw Victorian Lex Davison win his fourth AGP in eight years.


The trend was reversed for 1962 when New Zealander Bruce McLaren, already a winner of the Monaco Grand Prix for the factory Cooper team, dominated at Caversham aboard a Cooper Climax. For the rest of the sixties the AGP was won by a succession of imported F1 stars – Jack Brabham (1963 Warwick Farm, 1964 Sandown Park), McLaren again in 1965 (Longford), then a trio of former or soon-to-be World Champions from Britain. Graham Hill (1966 Lakeside), Jackie Stewart (1967 Warwick Farm) and Jim Clark (1968 Sandown Park) were repeat visitors when the AGP was a round of the Tasman Series. This was an end-of-season summer championship in New Zealand and Australia featuring the biggest names in Formula 1. Grand Prix teams flew out the previous season’s F1 machinery in order to trump the local opposition and sell the redundant cars to wealthy local privateers.
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The 1966 AGP field streams away off the start at Lakeside in Queensland, with Jackie Stewart leading Graham Hill, Jim Clark and Frank Gardner.





Racing in the Antipodes over the off-season made a lot of sense on various levels for F1 teams eager to escape the northern hemisphere winter. But as the World Championship season expanded and the financial returns from contesting the Tasman Series contracted, this golden era proved painfully short. Ferrari ace Chris Amon won the last of the Tasman-era AGPs featuring full bore F1 cars at Lakeside in 1969, before the new top local formula took over the running. Formula 5000 cars driven by Australians and New Zealanders won every AGP in the 1970s and the chances of Australia hosting the World Championship seemed further away than ever.


But then Alan Jones emerged as a force in Grand Prix racing in the late seventies, ultimately winning the 1980 World Championship.


With an Aussie at the top of the F1 tree, the Kerry Packer-owned Nine Network picked up local television rights and grainy live coverage from distant and exotic locations was beamed into Australian loungerooms from 1981. Highlights of each Grand Prix were also shown on Nine’s revolutionary Saturday afternoon Wide World of Sports program that quickly became an institution for local sports lovers. Formula 1 perfectly fit Channel Nine’s push to position itself as the home of top shelf live international sport enabled by advances in satellite technology.


If the early eighties was Formula 1’s turbocharged engine era, it was also the time when interest down under experienced a massive boost.


Entrepreneurial types hatched plans to host a local round, with Calder Park Raceway owner Bob Jane leading the charge. The tyre magnate’s strategy was to lock down a multi-year deal to host the traditional non-World Championship AGP, then fly in some F1 stars to show F1 czar Bernie Ecclestone his venue’s potential.
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Seconds before the start, the Stewart-Clark-Hill front row is ready at Warwick Farm, Sydney, in 1967. The event was a round of the Tasman Series.







Jones, Bruno Giacomelli and Didier Pironi contested the 1980 race, Australia’s latest racing hero winning in his title-winning Williams, from Giacomelli’s Alfa Romeo.


Over the next four years an impressive list of other established GP aces joined Jones in contesting one or more of Calder Park’s AGPs in locally prepared Formula Pacific cars – Nelson Piquet, Alain Prost, Jacques Laffite, Keke Rosberg and Andrea de Cesaris. They were beaten on three of these occasions by Piquet’s protégé Roberto Moreno, who was yet to make his F1 debut. Prost won in 1982.
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Jim Clark after his win at Sandown in 1968. No one could have known then that this would be his final Grand Prix victory.





The five Calder Park AGPs certainly upped the ante in Australia’s quest to host a World Championship round. Yet the facility would require a complete overhaul and, even if it did get reworked, little could be done about its less than atmospheric and attractive surrounds.


Full marks to Jane, though, for the foundation stones that he laid. Nonetheless, he was not the only one putting his best foot forward. There were news reports of apparently advanced plans for an international circuit to be built near the nation’s capital, Canberra, entrepreneur Paul Dainty’s scheme for a ‘by the harbour’ race in Sydney, and Sandown Park’s extensions to full Grand Prix length.
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It had been a long time between drinks for Australian openwheeler fans – for those who wanted to see real topline F1 cars, anyway! Jones’s Williams and Bruno Giacomelli’s Alfa didn’t disappoint when they fought out the 1980 AGP at Melbourne’s Calder Park.







Sandown was the favourite to host such an event. It already had the appropriate circuit and facilities plus the experience of holding a round of the World Endurance Championship for sports cars in late 1984, and most observers were of the opinion that a World Championship AGP at Sandown in the near future was a certainty. How successful it might have been was open to debate, however, because the ridiculously slow infield section, a necessary evil in order to meet the required minimum length for a GP circuit, made the new Sandown a bit like Monaco but without the charm.


Sandown’s upgrade took away any chance of Victorian state government funding for a Calder Park upgrade.
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Left: From the time the cars first took to the track at Calder Park in 1982 in the practice sessions, Alain Prost was in charge of the Australian Grand Prix. The Frenchman started from pole and led all the way.


Right: The Formula Pacific era AGPs at Calder Park attracted bumper crowds to watch a sprinkling of imported F1 stars take on the locals.





The people behind Adelaide’s bid for the race had announced their intentions during 1984, but outside that city no one took it very seriously. It was something of a shock, then, when in February 1985 the Australian Formula One Grand Prix office was opened in Adelaide by the South Australian Premier, John Bannon.


The secret to their success was simply that they’d done their homework. Those behind Sandown’s circuit extensions had failed to take into account that the Formula One Constructors’ Association – the organisational and financial strength behind the F1 circus that was headed by Ecclestone – wanted any new race to be held on a street circuit.


Sandown could not oblige there and Paul Dainty’s somewhat fanciful plans for Sydney were strongly opposed by the City Council, but Adelaide was in a position to meet any requirements the FOCA demanded – and with the full support of the state and local governments, the police, business, the people and all the various civil authorities which would have to be involved.


The origins of Adelaide’s Grand Prix go back to 1982 when businessman and former racing driver Bill O’Gorman remembered that 1986 was South Australia’s sesqui-centenary. What better way, he thought, of celebrating that than with a World Championship Grand Prix?


O’Gorman took the idea to Adelaide’s mayor, Wendy Chapman, and to the chairman of the SA Jubilee 150 Committee, Kim Bonython. The latter was the former promoter of Adelaide’s Rowley Park Speedway and had himself already proposed the idea, in 1980, of staging an international event to celebrate the city’s jubilee.


A positive response was recorded all round. When FOCA was approached, it too was supportive. The only problem was that while O’Gorman’s concept encompassed a single race only FOCA was looking at a long-term deal, a development that necessitated the direct involvement of the South Australian Government. This was the clincher.


Premier Bannon became personally involved – he even flew to London for talks with Ecclestone when discussions reached a stalemate in 1984 – and the deal was finally done. It covered a total of seven races with the first three firm bookings and the remainder subject to options. Ironically, the sesqui-centenary celebration Australian Grand Prix – the whole reason for getting the event – did not in fact occur. Ecclestone told Bannon he could have the ’86 race, as long as he also took it in 1985. Thus the inaugural Australian Formula One Grand Prix, as it was styled (with the SA Government owning the rights to that name) was originally scheduled for 13 October 1985. The date soon changed to the definitive one, 3 November – a mere 10 months after the deal was done.


The 3.778km circuit was a clever utilisation of existing city streets and a new section of track built around the Victoria Park racecourse. Its detail layout changed a little during 1984 but was finalised by the time work began in early 1985. It was completed – including grandstands, barriers and the ‘demountable’ pit garages – by September, as were the other million and one things that had to be arranged, built or seen to. One was the need to introduce special legislation to the South Australian Parliament which allowed the closure of the necessary public roads for seven days.


With the logistics under control and a naming rights sponsor in local manufacturer Mitsubishi, all that was needed was a field of F1 cars and spectators to fill the grandstands. The latter requirement was easily met from the moment tickets went on sale some months before the big day. And the rest, as they say, is history. It was a long, long road but the end result was truly magnificent.
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Top: Keke Rosberg was a popular winner in 1985. His son Nico would emulate his feat 29 years later, in Melbourne.


Centre left: Ayrton Senna took pole position by pushing the limits.


Bottom left: Local Glen Dix had become something of a motor racing institution in South Australia for his distinctive flag waving flourishes.


Bottom right: Jacques Laffite was runner-up for the very French Ligier-Renault team.









1985


KEKE ROSBERG


Williams FW10 Honda


The accolades came pouring in after the running of Australia’s first World Championship Grand Prix on 3 November 1985. The 1985 race was the 50th running of the Australian Grand Prix, and it was entirely appropriate that it be the grand occasion it was and probably the most important single event in the long and noble history of Australian motorsport.


The first World Championship AGP took its time in coming. Since the early 1960s there had been regular ‘announcements’ by various organisations and circuits that such a race was to be held in the very near future. Yet it took the ‘smarts’ of the South Australian Government to make it happen.


The 107,500 spectators who attended the race saw a good one, won by a favourite of the Australians, Finn Keke Rosberg and his Williams FW10 Honda. The fact that this was a remarkable race was underlined by the fact Rosberg made three pit stops but was still able to win. His nearest rivals – teammate Nigel Mansell, Lotus hotshot Ayrton Senna, both the McLarens and Brabham’s Nelson Piquet – all retired. Two factors were dominant: brakes and the length of the race. The Williams’ were fitted with cast-iron brakes, most of the rest had carbon-fibre units which simply didn’t last; and two hours is the maximum allowable time for a World Championship Grand Prix and this one ran to that limit. Everyone agreed the race was about a dozen laps too long.


The Ligiers of Jacques Laffite and Philippe Streiff filled second and third places on the same lap as the winner, while a lap down were Ivan Capelli (Tyrrell), Stefan Johansson (Ferrari) and Gerhard Berger (Arrows). There were only two other finishers from a field of 25, notable retirements including 1985 Champion elect Alain Prost and his McLaren teammate Niki Lauda, whose illustrious triple-championship career ended at Adelaide.


Qualifying saw Ayrton Senna put his Lotus on pole after a fascinating practice duel with Mansell. Over 30,000 spectators were at the circuit on the Saturday to witness this seesawing battle. Rosberg was third fastest, from Prost, Michele Alboreto (Ferrari) and Marc Surer (Brabham).


Of interest to the locals was Alan Jones in the new Lola with its troublesome Hart engine. Jones qualified 19th and had little qualms about using power plants up as required – his race tactic would be to go for it, high boost and all, and see what happened. After all, the engines would probably break anyway and were scheduled to be replaced by the new Ford V6 turbo in 1986.


If ever there was a place with atmosphere, it was Adelaide as the GP field formed up to make a little Australian history. The huge crowd, the celebrities, the warm summer’s day, the hype, the so-far successful organisation, the whole thing. There was something almost magical about it: the idea of a city-street circuit was completely new to Australian race fans, and that only added lustre to the momentous occasion of an AGP finally being run for F1 cars as a round of the World Championship.
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The field is set – at long last, the Australian Grand Prix is part of the World Drivers’ Championship.
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Left: It’s lap one and Mansell had his nose in front of Senna.


Right: Australia was represented by Alan Jones.





The first such race for Australia was also to be the last for Niki Lauda, as well as Renault – at least for the moment.


It didn’t take long for the fun to start, three corners to be precise, and the point at which Nigel Mansell lost any chance of a 1986 hat-trick. He had won the start with Senna close behind but was punted off by the Brazilian at that point. Naturally, both later blamed the other, but for Senna it was the first of several apparently silly things he was to do over the next couple of hours. It was as if he was determined not to win. But now Mansell was out and Rosberg had found himself in the lead when the dust cleared, a lead he would hold for the next 41 laps or exactly half race distance. Senna stayed with him for the first half dozen laps but then began to grain up his rear tyres. He dropped back about 10s and waited for his tyres to settle down again.


The casualty list already had some names on it. Apart from Mansell, de Angelis had been black-flagged for wending his way through the stationary grid to start from his allotted space after his Lotus’s Renault engine failed to fire as the field got away on its warm-up laps – he should have started from the pitlane and was ultimately excluded for his trouble after completing 18 laps. Both the Renaults were having transmission problems, Tambay would last 20 laps before his crown wheel and pinion broke, and Warwick’s gearbox finally broke after 57. Eddie Cheever’s Alfa was out with engine problems on lap 5, Piquet managed 14 before his electrics caught fire, and Alan Jones – who stalled on the grid – recovered to an incredible seventh place by lap 18 at which point his engine’s timing failed. And Prost was out after two dozen laps with a failed turbo wastegate.


By the 25th tour, Senna had some grip in his tyres once again, and moved up on Rosberg, taking advantage of slower traffic, although he lost a little when Alboreto baulked him. Then the young Brazilian made a mistake coming onto the 300km/h main straight, clipping a kerb on the corner’s entry, flicking sideways and running wide over the ripple strip on the outside and onto the dirt. This gave Rosberg the breathing space he wanted as the time for his first (scheduled) stop for tyres grew near. But there was sensation here too. As Rosberg pulled into the pitlane, Senna’s Lotus clipped the rear of the Williams breaking off a front wing. Senna claimed Rosberg slowed suddenly in front of him, while Rosberg claimed he hadn’t even realised they’d touched until after the race when some damage on his rear wing was noticed, something which explained the Williams’s propensity to oversteer in the second half of the race. Rosberg had thought it was his tyres.


‘On behalf of the drivers,
 Adelaide has done the
 best job in the world.
 It’s as simple as that.’


KEKE ROSBERG


So Senna found himself in the lead, albeit temporarily. His front wings completely detached themselves on the following lap but he did not back off. As a result, the Lotus slid straight ahead onto the dirt at the hairpin before the pits, its driver doing an almost complete lap – and only 10s off the pace – in that condition before stopping for tyres and a new nose cone. The stop cost Senna two minutes, well over a lap, putting Rosberg back into the lead with a certain Niki Lauda in second place.


With just over half the race gone, it had been classic Lauda: maintaining a good pace, looking after his tyres, methodically improving his position, waiting …
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Top left: The Renaults of Patrick Tambay and Derek Warwick head a mixed bunch. After nine years without a World Championship win, the marque which pioneered turbos in F1 was about to withdraw from F1.


Bottom left: Philippe Streiff gave Ligier an incredible 2-3 result.


Right: Australians fell in love with emerging star Senna in 1985.





Senna stormed back after his forced stop and regained second place from Lauda on lap 50, while up ahead, Rosberg was in trouble. His new tyres had already gone off, and two laps later he would once again pit for more. Rosberg’s stop was a lengthy one – a wheel nut jammed – and he rejoined in third position a full quarter minute behind Senna and Lauda.


But ‘enna’s minutes in the lead were also numbered. Like Rosberg, he too had allowed his new tyres to get too hot too soon, and on lap 56 Lauda easily took over the front running. Once again, Senna dropped back in an attempt to resuscitate his tyres, and for a brief while it looked as though Adelaide was going to witness a fairytale … Niki Lauda winning his last Grand Prix. Certainly the crowd was with him. But the fairytale lasted just one lap. Lauda’s carbon-fibre brakes failed and the McLaren was into a wall.
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Philippe Streiff finished third despite a mishap or two.





Suddenly Rosberg was looking a winner, because Senna was also on carbon-fibre brakes – Rosberg’s were cast iron – and the heat and distance were beginning to tell. Also – probably most importantly – Rosberg appeared to have his thought processes a little better organised than his opponent did.


Rosberg won the battle on lap 61. At that stage Senna was in the lead, but his tyres had not recovered sufficiently to offer maximum grip, while Rosberg was travelling quickly and keeping his rubber at a workable temperature. Rosberg well and truly had Senna’s measure when the Brazilian’s fate was decided for him – a piston broke and the Lotus was driven into the pits for retirement.


Rosberg had sewn it up with 21 laps to run. The two Ligiers of Laffite and Streiff now filled second and third, but the gap between them and the leading Williams was a whopping 70s. Retirements had helped them on their way. Almost unnoticed, Marc Surer had taken his Brabham to third on lap 18 and, apart from when Lauda went past, held that spot until just after half distance when a series of strange events put paid to his chances.


The Swiss had suffered a puncture after clipping Piercarlo Ghinzani’s Toleman while lapping him. Then on his way back to the pits Brabham’s throttle began jamming, the BMW engine stalled and simply refused to restart.


The mainly processional final 20 laps were livened up considerably by the antics of the two Ligiers on the last one. With Rosberg well in the clear – he even had time to make a precautionary stop for new rear tyres on lap 65 – the Ligiers of Laffite and Streiff had a coming together on the last lap which bordered on the comic.


There was obviously a misunderstanding somewhere. As Streiff came up behind his team leader he – like everyone else – noticed the Frenchman waving. Whether these signals meant ‘go past’ or ‘tuck in behind’ is open to conjecture, but Streiff took them to be the former. As he began to move past, Laffite seemed to change course and the front left corner of Streiff’s car struck the rear of Laffite’s. Streiff completed the final lap with that wheel bouncing around as if with a mind of its own, at times reaching an angle perpendicular to its intended one, while various bits of suspension parted company with the chassis. Streiff made it, 43s behind Laffite and 1:29s behind the winner.


Ken Tyrell collected some valuable points thanks to Capelli’s gutsy drive to fourth place, a drive which resulted in the young Italian needing medical attention due to a lack of a drink tube in his car. Johansson survived the strange handling and balance of the Ferrari to score two points and Berger picked up the final point for Arrows after surviving a straight-on nudge into a tyre barrier a few laps from the end.


The other finishers were Huub Rothengatter’s Osella and Pierluigi Martini’s Minardi, both four laps down and both enjoying the rare luxury of actually finishing a Grand Prix. Tyrrell’s Martin Brundle was running at the end but a bout of electrical woes had reduced his lap tally to 49, not enough to be regarded as a finisher.


Rosberg’s win was the third in a row for Williams and moved him up to third in the championship final standings behind Prost and Alboreto. McLaren scored the double by also winning the Constructors’ title ahead of Ferrari, Williams and Lotus.


This was also Rosberg’s last drive for Williams before replacing Niki Lauda at McLaren for 1986. It had been a long association which had brought a World Championship and some memorable performances. An even longer association which ended at Adelaide was Nelson Piquet and Brabham, a partnership which had two championships behind it. Piquet was moving to Williams to replace Rosberg, while into the Brazilian’s shoes would be stepping the man with the longest single-team association of them all – Elio de Angelis, leaving Lotus under a cloud that had the name ‘Senna’ etched onto it.
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Left: Adelaide in 1985 was Niki Lauda’s last ever F1 race.


Right: Adelaide’s distinctive architectural style provides the backdrop here to the latest in F1 design.





There was no doubt that this 50th AGP was a resounding success from all angles, as the praise lavished on it by all and sundry (including those harshest of all critics, the F1 drivers) proved. When people like Rosberg and Lauda wax lyrical, you know they mean it.


The hiccups were relatively minor – a bump on the main straight at the braking point, the excessive length of the race (remember, the organisers had no benchmark from which to work, the distance/time equation had to be calculated and Rosberg actually completed his 82nd lap just 40s after the two-hour limit had been reached) and some viewing problems from certain spectator areas – all of which were promised to be remedied by the time of the 51st AGP in 1986.


There is no doubt Australia’s international image received a major boost as a result of the 1985 Grand Prix, an event that not long before seemed to be just another pipedream.


It was the perfect way to celebrate the 50th running of the AGP.
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Winner Keke Rosberg is flanked on the podium by Ligier teammates Jacques Laffite (left) and Philippe Streiff.
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