
[image: image]


[image: image]


Designed by:

Not For Tourists, Inc

NFTTM—Not For TouristsTM Guide to Boston

www.notfortourists.com

Printed in China

Print ISBN: 978-1-5107-5810-0

Ebook ISBN: 978-1-5107-5811-7 ISSN 2163-9043

Copyright © 2020 by Not For Tourists, Inc.

17th Edition

Every effort has been made to ensure that the information in this book is as up-to-date as possible at press time. However, many details are liable to change—as we have learned.

Not For Tourists cannot accept responsibility for any consequences arising from the use of this book.

Not For Tourists does not solicit individuals, organizations, or businesses for listings inclusion in our guides, nor do we accept payment for inclusion into the editorial portion of our book; the advertising sections, however, are exempt from this policy. We always welcome communications from anyone regarding ANYTHING having to do with our books; please visit us on our website at www.notfortourists.com for appropriate contact information.

Skyhorse Publishing books may be purchased in bulk at special discounts for sales promotion, corporate gifts, fund-raising, or educational purposes. Special editions can also be created to specifications. For details, contact the Special Sales Department, Skyhorse Publishing, 307 West 36th Street, 11th Floor, New York, NY 10018 or specialsales@skyhorsepublishing.com.

All Rights Reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any manner without the express written consent of the publisher, except in the case of brief excerpts in critical reviews or articles. All inquiries should be addressed to Skyhorse Publishing, 307 West 36th Street, 11th Floor, New York, NY 10018.

Skyhorse® and Skyhorse Publishing® are registered trademarks of Skyhorse Publishing, Inc.®, a Delaware corporation.

www.skyhorsepublishing.com

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1


To Our Fellow Non-Tourists,

This book has every detail you need about the little City on the Hill, from how to catch a game of one of our World Champion teams (Bruins! Sox! Pats!) to where you can get the best pizza on the entire east coast (Santarpio’s!).

This book is not only a first-rate guidebook but also a love letter to this very unique and small city. The incredible people you see on the facing page have spent their time scouting out places in the nooks and crannies near and far—from breakfast joints hidden in the back rooms of convenience stores to the incredibly new and ritzy restaurants that now circle the Fort Point Channel; from hobnobbing and enjoying a libation at Top of the Hub’s no-cover bar seats in the highest-point-in-the-Prudential-Building’s Jazz Lounge, to sidling up to talk philosophy at Harvard Square’s basement bargain Grendel’s Den, where food is half price much of the time with a three-buck beverage buy-in. We know, we know, it’s a thankless job roaming around the city, making sure that every bar has fresh beer on tap, but somehow we’ll survive.

If our fellow Non-Tourists will allow us, we want to send you to order a garlic and hot pepper pie in East Boston from Santarpio’s and to sit at the bar at The Ashmont Grill to chat up the bartenders. We’ve got an extra ticket for the Sox game and we’re going to have to hit up the Baseball Tavern to make sure to celebrate the right way, before catching a concert at Green Monster-abutting Lansdowne Street’s House of Blues chapter. We’re going to go see the craziness at Jacques’s Cabaret and then pop into the Brattle Bookshop (downtown’s Theatre District) to stock up for a quiet evening in, or take in a foreign flick at the landmark, art deco Coolidge Corner movie theatre and then browse in independent ink-on-paper icon Booksmith, across the street (Brookline). Put a whole group of crazy writers in your pocket, and you’ll always find the best spot for everything.
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Beacon Hill is still home to some of the most expensive real estate in America. Charming brick row houses reflect a long and storied history; where the State House stands, John Hancock once grazed cows. Full gentrification has yet to reach the West End, where government buildings, hospitals, and tucked-away burrito joints mingle fairly harmoniously.
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• Abiel Smith School • 46 Joy St [Smith Ct]

Center of 19th-century African-American

Boston.

• Acorn Street • b/w West Cedar St & Willow St,

running parallel to Chestnut St

The most photographed street in America.

• Boston Athenaeum •

10½ Beacon St

617-720-7612

Old books, including one true crime account

bound in the author’s skin.

• Leonard P. Zakim

Bunker Hill Memorial Bridge •

100 Beverly St [Causeway St]

World’s widest cable-stayed bridge. Boston’s

newest landmark.

• Longfellow Bridge •

Cambridge St & Charles St

The “salt and pepper shaker bridge.”

• Louisburg Square •

Mt Vernon St & Pinckney St

Charming square with elegant homes,

including John Kerry’s.

• Make Way for Ducklings •

Beacon St & Charles St

Inspired by the Robert McCloskey children’s

book.

• Massachusetts General Hospital •

55 Fruit St [N Grove St]

617-726-2000

The Ether dome, site of the first use of ether;

contains an antique surgical museum.

• TD Garden • 100 Legends Way

617-624-1050

Looking for the FleetCenter? This is it. Used to

be historic Boston Garden.

• Vilna Shul • 18 Phillips St [Garden St]

617-523-2324

Recently revived Beacon Hill synagogue.
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• 21st Amendment •

150 Bowdoin St [Mt Vernon St]

617-227-7100

Favorite of the State House crowd.

• Alibi • 215 Charles St [Fruit St]

857-241-1144

How many restaurants/bars are IN the Liberty

Hotel? Sweet lord.

• Beacon Hill Pub • 149 Charles St [Silver Pl]

617-523-1895

• Cheers • 84 Beacon St [Brimmer St]

617-227-9605

If you must.

• The Four’s • 166 Canal St [Causeway St]

617-720-4455

Sports tavern across from the Garden.

• The Greatest Bar •

262 Friend St [Causeway St]

617-367-0544

Big deal.

• The Harp • 85 Causeway St [Portland St]

617-742-1010

Pack in after an evening at the Garden.

• The Hill Tavern • 228 Cambridge St [Irving St]

617-742-6192

Middling Beacon Hill hangout.

• The Sevens • 77 Charles St [Mt Vernon St]

617-523-9074

Sturdy Beacon Hill local.

• Sullivan’s Tap • 168 Canal St [Causeway St]

617-742-6968

Dive. Proper before Celtics and Bruins games.
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• 75 Chestnut • 75 Chestnut St [River St]

617-227-2175 • $$$$

Featuring a Sunday jazz brunch.

• Artu • 89 Charles St [Pinckney St]

617-227-9023 • $$$

Affordable Italian. Fresh ingredients. Take-out

panini.

• Beacon Hill Chocolates •

91 Charles St [Pinckney St]

617-725-1900 • $$$

Adorable chocolates and truffles in seasonal

shapes.

• Figs • 42 Charles St [Chestnut St]

617-742-3447 • $$$

Beacon Hill branch of upscale pizza chain.

• Grotto • 37 Bowdoin St [Cambridge St]

617-227-3434 • $$$

Good value Italian in a Beacon Hill basement.

• Harvard Gardens •

316 Cambridge St [Grove St]

617-523-2727 • $$

More for meeting and drinking than eating.

• King & I • 145 Charles St [Silver Pl]

617-227-3320 • $$

No-brainer for decent, inexpensive Thai.

• Panificio • 144 Charles St [Silver Pl]

617-227-4340 • $

Paninis, pastries. Try the formaggio.

• The Paramount • 44 Charles St [Chestnut St]

617-720-1152 • $$

Popular local spot for all three meals. Fantastic

brunch.

• Ristorante Toscano •

47 Charles St [Chestnut St]

617-723-4090 • $$$

Northern Italian; change of pace from North

End.

• Scampo • 215 Charles St [Fruit St]

617-536-2100 • $$$

Inventive Italian dished up for a toffee-nosed

crowd.

• The Upper Crust • 20 Charles St [Branch St]

617-723-9600 • $$

Fancy schmancy, crisp-crust pizza.


Locals praise the community feel of the square mile that constitutes Beacon Hill. Pubs like The Sevens and The Four's cater to sports fans, and the crispy pizza at Upper Crust causes mini sidewalk traffic jams. The Public Garden and Boston Common function as the neighborhood's backyard.
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• Black Ink • 101 Charles St [Pinckney St]

617-723-3883

Amusing tchotchkes, quirky gifts, purty paper.

• Eugene Galleries •

76 Charles St [Mt Vernon St]

617-227-3062

A treasure chest of old maps, prints, books.

• The Flat of the Hill •

60 Charles St [Mt Vernon St]

617-619-9977

Quirky gifts. Lots of pink.

• Good • 98 Charles Street

617-722-9200

Lovely gifts.

• The Red Wagon • 69 Charles St [Mt Vernon St]

617-523-9402

Pricey kids’ clothes and toys.

• Savenor’s Market •

160 Charles St [Cambridge St]

617-723-6328

For a variety of gourmet goodies.
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Boston's version of Little Italy, the North End is a maze of narrow streets and brick buildings with a decidedly European air. With the Rose Kennedy Greenway fully finished, the connection from the North End is once again green, only this time it's grass instead of steel.
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• All Saints Way • Hanover St & Battery St

Peter Baldassari’s folksy, handcrafted

devotional alley.

• The Boston Stone • Marshall St [Hanover St]

Centre of ye olde city.

• Boston Tea Kettle •

63 Court St [Cambridge St]

Long before Starbucks, this gigantic 1873

copper kettle was steaming.

• The Brink’s Job • 165 Prince St [Causeway St]

Where Brink’s Gang robbery occurred in 1950;

now used for TD Banknorth Center parking.

• Christopher Columbus Park •

Atlantic Ave & Richmond St

Destruction of the Artery gives this park new

breath.

• City Hall • 1 City Hall Square [Cambridge St]

617-635-4500

The box Faneuil Hall came in.

• Faneuil Hall • Congress St & North St

617-523-1779

Faneuil Hall (that is, the building) dates from

1742.

• Holocaust Memorial • Congress St & Union St

617-457-8755

Six glass towers, with victims’ numbers

representing six camps.

• Leonard P. Zakim

Bunker Hill Memorial Bridge •

100 Beverly St [Causeway St]

World’s widest cable-stayed bridge. Boston’s

newest landmark.

• New England Aquarium •

Central Wharf [Central St]

617-973-5200

Check out penguin snack-time.

• North End Playground •

Commercial St & Foster St

Site of the famous Great Molasses Flood.

• Old North Church • 193 Salem St [Hull St]

617-858-8231

One if by land, two if by sea.

• Paul Revere House • 19 N Sq [Garden Ct St]

617-523-2338

Where Paul was born and raised.

• Union Oyster House •

41 Union St [Marshall St]

617-227-2750

Oldest restaurant in America, saddle up to

oyster bar.
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• Bell in Hand Tavern •

45 Union St [Marshall St]

617-855-0061

Welcoming thirsty travelers since the 18th

century.

• The Black Rose • 160 State St [India St]

617-742-2286

Tourist-crowded, unremarkable. Try

somewhere else first.

• Boston Beer Works •

112 Canal St [Valenti Way]

617-896-2337

Cavernous suds shop near the Garden.

• Boston Sail Loft •

80 Atlantic Ave [Commercial Wharf]

617-227-7280

Big outside deck on the water, good crowds.

• Green Dragon • 11 Marshall St [Hanover St]

617-367-0055

Pretend you’re Sam Adams while having the

same.

• The Hong Kong •

65 Chatham St [Chatham Row]

617-227-2226

Scorpion bowl anyone?

• Paddy O’s • 33 Union St [Marshall St]

617-263-7771

The name tells you it’s Oirish, you know.

• Tia’s • 200 Atlantic Ave [State St]

617-227-0828

Warm-weather party house.
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• Al’s State Street Café • 112 State St [Broad St]

617-720-5555 • $

Good sandwiches on the cheap, but order fast.

You have been warned!

• Antico Forno • 93 Salem St [Wiget St]

617-723-6733 • $$$

A home-style North End stand-out. Great

pizza.

• Artu • 6 Prince St [Hanover St]

617-742-4336 • $$$

Excellent Italian with a modern twist.

• Billy Tse • 240 Commercial St [Atlantic Ave]

617-227-9990 • $$$

Pan-Asian near the waterfront.

• Boston Sail Loft •

80 Atlantic Ave [Commercial Wharf]

617-227-7280 • $$

Good seafood with a great view.

• Bova’s Bakery • 134 Salem St [Prince St]

617-523-5601 • $

Baked goods available 24/7!

• Bricco • 241 Hanover St [Cross St]

617-248-6800 • $$$$

Boutique Italian cuisine. Rather popular.

• Caffè Paradiso •

255 Hanover St [Richmond St]

617-742-1768 • $$

Coffee and cannoli. Local landmark.

• The Daily Catch • 323 Hanover St [Prince St]

617-523-8567 • $$$

For those who can stand the heat in the

kitchen.

• Ducali Pizzeria & Bar •

289 Causeway St [Prince St]

617-742-4144 • $$

Combines North End cuisine with the

rowdiness of Faneuil nightlife.

• Ernesto’s • 69 Salem St [Morton St]

617-523-1373 • $

One of the best slices in town.

• Galleria Umberto •

289 Hanover St [Richmond St]

617-227-5709 • $

Tasty, dirt cheap, greasy Italian lunch.

• Green Dragon • 11 Marshall St [Hanover St]

617-367-0055 • $$

Pretend you’re Sam Adams while having the

same.

• Haymarket Pizza •

106 Blackstone St [Hanover St]

617-723-8585 • $

Enjoy a great slice in the company of pigeons.

• L’Osteria • 104 Salem St [Bartlett Pl]

617-723-7847 • $$$

Family-style red sauce joint.

• La Famiglia Giorgio •

112 Salem St [Cooper St]

617-367-6711 • $$

Cheap family style Italian without any fancy

pants.

• La Summa •

30 Fleet St [William F McClellan Hwy]

617-523-9503 • $$$

More low-key than most North End places,

and it will leave your belly satisfied.

• Lucca • 226 Hanover St [Cross St]

617-742-9200 • $$$$

Stylish Northern Italian.

• Mamma Maria • 3 N Sq [Garden Ct St]

617-523-0077 • $$$$

High-end Italian in a charming townhouse.

• Massimino’s Cucina Italiana •

207 Endicott St [Lafayette Ave]

617-523-5959 • $$

Out-of-the-way Italian, largely tourist-free.


While Boston is slowly becoming much more respected in culinary circles, the North End has been always been legit. Good luck finding a bad meal. By night, young professionals reemerge from Faneuil Hall and hit the clubs—hard. Night owls stop by Modern Pastry for the best cannoli in the city.



• McCormick & Schmick’s •

1 Faneuil Hall Marketplace [S Market St]

617-720-5522 • $$$$

Enormous fresh seafood selection in

steakhouse atmosphere.

• Nebo • 520 Atlantic Ave [Medford St]

617-723-6326 • $$

Decent North Endish spot. Perfect for a pizza

and a carafe of vino.

• Neptune Oyster • 63 Salem St [Morton St]

617-742-3474 • $$$$

Great oysters, of course, and the most amazing

lobster roll —worth every penny.

• Prezza • 24 Fleet St [Garden Ct St]

617-227-1577 • $$$$$

High-end Italian. Don’t forget to try the Key

Lime Martini.

• Regina Pizzeria • 11½ Thacher St [N Margin St]

617-227-0765 • $$

If God made pizza, it would almost taste as

good as this.

• Taranta • 210 Hanover St [Cross St]

617-720-0052 • $$$$

Delicious Italian food with a Peruvian twist.

• Theo’s Cozy Corner •

162 Salem St [Tileston St]

617-241-0202 • $

Cozy diner. Killer hash browns.

• Trattoria Il Panino •

11 Parmenter St [Hanover St]

617-720-1336 • $$

In a sea of Italian restaurants Il Panino is a

pearl!

• Union Oyster House •

41 Union St [Marshall St]

617-227-2750 • $$$

Authentic New England experience since

1826.

• Wagamama Faneuil Hall •

Merchants Row [N Market St]

617-742-9242 • $

London noodle pros retrace journey of

Plymouth forebears.
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• Bova’s Bakery • 134 Salem St [Prince St]

617-523-5601

Pastries, also deli and pizza. Open 24 hours.

• Brooks Brothers • 75 State St [Kilby St]

617-261-9990

Branch of venerable Back Bay clothier.

• Mike’s Pastry • 300 Hanover St [Prince St]

617-742-3050

The most famous of the North End Italian

bakeries.

• Modern Pastry •

257 Hanover St [Richmond St]

617-523-3783

Boston’s best cannoli? You decide.

• Monica’s Salumeria • 130 Salem St [Prince St]

617-742-4101

Homemade takeout and Italian groceries.

• Newbury Comics • 1 Faneuil Hall Sq [Court St]

617-248-9992

Downtown location of successful music/

novelties chain.

• Salumeria Italiana •

151 Richmond St [North St]

617-523-8743

Well-regarded Italian specialties store.

• Stanza dei Sigari • 292 Hanover St [Prince St]

617-227-0295

17-year-olds take note: hookahs available.
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Downtown Crossing is abuzz with pedestrians from all walks of life. You'll find a lively mixture of financial types, shoppers, New England Medical Center doctors, and the down-and-out. The giant hole in the ground from stalled development projects is still here, but maybe someday we'll have that high rise we were promised.
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• Arlington Street Church •

351 Boylston St [Arlington St]

617-536-7050

Congregation dates from 1729, building from

1861.

• Boston Common Frog Pond •

Boston Common

617-635-2120

Cool statues. Ribbit.

• Boston Irish Famine Memorial •

Washington St & School St

Statue commemorating the Great Hunger of

the 1840s.

• Boston Opera House •

539 Washington St [Ave de Lafayette]

617-259-3400

Beaux-Arts landmark open again after many

years.

• Citi Emerson Colonial Theatre •

106 Boylston St [Tremont St]

888-616-0272

Boston’s oldest continuously operating

theater, since 1900.

• Four Seasons Hotel •

200 Boylston St [Charles St]

617-338-4400

The preferred local home of the Rolling

Stones.

• Granary Burying Ground •

Tremont St & Park St

617-635-7361

Featuring John Hancock, Mother Goose, many

others.

• Hub of the Universe Bronze Marker •

Washington St & Summer St

Um, located in the floor of a fruit and

vegetable stand.

• John Hancock’s Phallic Gravestone •

Tremont & Park St

Size matters.

• Old South Meeting House •

310 Washington St [Milk St]

617-482-6439

Where Sam Adams gave the order for the

Boston Tea Party.

• Old State House •

206 Washington St [Court St]

617-720-1713

Oldest surviving public building in Boston.

• Omni Parker House •

60 School St [Chapman Pl]

617-227-8600

One-time employees include Ho Chi Minh and

Malcolm X.

• Ritz-Carlton Boston Common •

10 Avery St [Washington St]

617-574-7100

Still classy.

• State House • Beacon St & Park St

617-727-3676

Finished in 1797. Gold dome added later.

• Wang Theatre • 270 Tremont St [Hollis St]

617-482-9393

Eye-popping, opulent interior. A must see.
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• Jacques Cabaret •

79 Broadway [Winchester St]

617-426-8902

Drag, but all welcome. Nightly cabaret.

• Limelight Stage + Studios •

204 Tremont St [Lagrange St]

617-423-0785

Karaoke on a grand scale; private studios

available.

• MJ O’Connor’s • 27 Columbus Ave [Park Sq]

617-482-2255

Large Irish pub. Outdoor seating when warm.

• Parker’s Bar • 60 School St [Chapman Pl]

617-725-2161

Elegant. Try the Boston Creme martini.

• Scholars • 25 School St [Province St]

617-248-0025

Popular for the after-work crowd. Giant

boozey punch bowls.

• Sidebar • 14 Bromfield St [Washington St]

617-357-1899

Don a jersey and knock back some shots.

• The Tam • 222 Tremont St [Stuart St]

617-482-9182

Local dive.

• Venu • 100 Warrenton St [Stuart St]

617-338-8061

Always changing; check before you go.
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• 49 Social • 49 Temple Pl [Washington St]

617-338-9600 • $$$$

Seasonal plus fresh seafood.

• Dumpling Cafe •

695 Washington St [Kneeland St]

617-338-8859 • $

Learn how to eat the soup dumplings. You’re

welcome.

• Empire Garden •

690 Washington St [Lagrange St]

617-482-8898 • $$$

Dim sum for the masses.

• Herrera’s Mexican Grille •

11 Temple Pl [Tremont St]

617-426-2350 • $

Good and cheap Cali-Mex.

• Legal Sea Foods • 558 Washington St

[Arlington St]

617-692-8888 • $$$

Fresh fish, famous chowder. Legal’s sleekest

space.

• Marliave • 10 Bosworth St [Chapman Pl]

617-422-0004 • $$

Cozy, old-time dead end street eats.

• Mike and Patty’s • 12 Church St [Fayette St]

617-423-3447 • $

Eponymous owners whip up the sammies.

• New Saigon Sandwich •

696 Washington St [Kneeland St]

617-542-6296 • $

Cheap sandwiches, boxed lunches. Delicious!

• New York Pizza •

224 Tremont St [Lagrange St]

617-482-3459 • $$

Perfect for late night noshing.

• No. 9 Park • 9 Park St [Beacon St]

617-742-9991 • $$$$$

Consistently rated among Boston’s best.

• Penang • 685 Washington St [Lagrange St]

617-451-6373 • $$$

Well-established Malaysian out of NYC.

• Ruth’s Chris Steak House •

45 School St [City Hall Ave]

617-742-8401 • $$$$$

Ubiquitous chain serving gargantuan portions

in Old City Hall.

• Sam La Grassa’s •

44 Province St [Bosworth St]

617-357-6861 • $$

Monster sandwiches. Try the pastrami.

• Silvertone Bar & Grill •

69 Bromfield St [Tremont St]

617-338-7887 • $$

Great after-work lounge with tasty home

cooking.

• Smith & Wollensky •

294 Congress St

617-778-2200 • $$$$$

The castle has been taken.

• Teatro • 177 Tremont St [Head Pl]

617-778-6841 • $$$

Sleek Italian next to Loews Cinema.

• Viga • 291 Devonshire St [Arlington St]

617-482-1113 • $

Cheap and tasty take out.

• Yvonne's • 2 Winter Pl [Winter St]

617-267-0047 • $$$

Eclectic, out-there, and challenging menus in

supper club atmosphere.


Locals still mourn the loss of Jordan Marsh. It's hard to get excited about TJ Maxx and Marshall's. For a top-end meal, try No. 9 Park across the Common.
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• Beacon Hill Skate Shop •

135 Charles St S [Fayette St]

617-482-7400

Rentals available. Also has hockey gear.

• Bromfield Camera Co. •

10 Bromfield St [Washington St]

617-426-5230

Decent selection of new and used cameras.

• DSW • 385 Washington St [Bromfield St]

617-556-0052

Oodles and oodles of sho[odl]es.

• L.J. Peretti • 2 Park Plaza [Charles St S]

617-482-0218

Oldest family-run tobacconist in the country.

• Lambert’s Marketplace •

140 Tremont St [Temple Pl]

617-338-6500

Fruit and veggie stand in the heart of

Downtown Crossing.

• Macy’s • 450 Washington St [Temple Pl]

617-357-3000

Once Jordan Marsh. Big outdoor “holiday” tree

in December.

• Marshalls • 350 Washington St [Franklin St]

617-338-6205

Discount clothing and other stuff.

• Roche Bobois • 2 Avery St [Washington St]

617-742-9611

Très trendy interior design and furnishings.

• TJ Maxx • 350 Washington St [Franklin St]

617-695-2424

Put on your bargain-hunting hat. Off-price

apparel and housewares.

• Walgreens • 24 School St [Washington St]

617-372-8156

Huge, upscale, schmancy version of the chain

drugstore.
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The center of the Financial District has changed from The Big Dig to the Rose Kennedy Greenway, and as it's getting very little use, it's just as controversial as its predecessor. Sit on the very pristine grass and then hit up the always bustling Chinatown. For an introduction, stroll and windowshop along Beach Street and its cross-streets.
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• Boston Harbor Hotel •

70 Rowes Wharf [High St]

617-439-7000

The “building with a hole in the middle.”

• Chinatown Gate • Beach St & Hudson St

Everything under the sky is for the people.

• Custom House Tower •

3 McKinley Sq [Central St]

Boston’s first “skyscraper,” completed in 1915.

• Federal Reserve Bank of Boston •

600 Atlantic Ave [Summer St]

617-973-3000

Easy-to-spot concrete monolith, built in 1983.

• Grain & Flour Exchange •

177 Milk St [India St]

Gorgeous 1893 building from Shepley, Rutan,

and Goolidge.

• South Station • Summer St & Atlantic Ave

Busier train station, with the new Silver Line

and bus terminal.
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• An Tain • 31 India St [Milk St]

617-426-1870

For after work; DJs on Thursday, Friday.

• Biddy Early’s • 141 Pearl St [Purchase St]

617-654-9944

Dive bar that tries a little too hard.

• Elephant & Castle •

161 Devonshire St [Milk St]

617-350-9977

Large pub handy for groups. Skip the food.

• Good Life • 28 Kingston St [Bedford St]

617-451-2622

Martinis and jazz.

• Howl at the Moon •

184 High St [Batterymarch St]

617-292-4695

Bros, bachelorettes, buckets of booze. Oh, and

dueling pianos.

• J.J. Foley’s • 21 Kingston St [Summer St]

617-695-2529

Attracts a big after-work crowd.

• Les Zygomates • 129 South St [Tufts St]

617-542-5108

Comprehensive wine list, pleasant bar.

• Mr. Dooley’s • 77 Broad St [Custom House St]

617-338-5656

Irish. Popular after-work drinking spot.

• Rowes Wharf Bar • 70 Rowes Wharf [High St]

617-856-7744

Relax with scotch and an armchair.
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• Chacarero • 101 Arch St [Winter St]

617-542-0392 • $

Unique Chilean sandwiches.

• China Pearl • 9 Tyler St [Beach St]

617-426-4338 • $$

Dim sum for beginners and experts.

• Gene's Chinese Flatbread Cafe •

86 Bedford St [Kingston St]

617-482-1888 • $

Xi'an-style hand-pulled noodles and flatbread

sandwiches.

• Gourmet Dumpling House •

52 Beach St [Oxford St]

617-338-6223 • $

Destination dumplings with a wait to match.

• Hei La Moon • 88 Beach St [Lincoln St]

617-338-8813 • $

Best Dim Sum in Boston!

• Hing Shing Pastry • 67 Beach St [Hudson St]

617-451-1162 • $

Best buns in Chinatown.

• The Hong Kong Eatery •

79 Harrison Ave [Knapp St]

617-423-0838 • $

Mountains of pork and rice for just a few

bucks.

• Les Zygomates • 129 South St [Tufts St]

617-542-5108 • $$$

French bistro. Comprehensive wine list,

pleasant bar.

• Mei Sum • 40 Beach St [Harrison Ave]

617-357-4050 • $

Another tasty option for bánh mì and baked

goods in the heart of Chinatown.

• Meritage • 70 Rowes Wharf [High St]

617-439-3995 • $$$$$

Serious about pairing food with wine.

• Milk Street Cafe • 50 Milk St [Devonshire St]

617-542-3663 • $

Dependable lunch option.

• Peach Farm • 4 Tyler St [Beach St]

617-482-3332 • $$

Family-style Cantonese. Cool seafood tanks.

• Sakurabana • 57 Broad St [Broad St]

617-542-4311 • $$$

Good bet for low-key sushi.

• Shabu-Zen • 16 Tyler St [Beach St]

617-292-8828 • $$

Pay to cook your own food in a delicious

broth? Yeah, it is worth it!

• Shojo • 9 Tyler St [Beach St]

617-423-7888 • $$$

Smart cocktails and sake among ever-

changing, fun, Asian-themed bar menu.

• South Street Diner •

178 Kneeland St [South St]

617-350-0028 • $

Night shift dining excellence with a liquor

license.

• Taiwan Café • 34 Oxford St [Oxford Pl]

617-426-8181 • $$

Step-ahead, challenging Chinese food.


Chinatown = Hei La Moon for dim sum, Taiwan Café for the real deal or Gourmet Dumpling House for real soup dumplings. For late-night bites, remember that the South Street Diner serves well into the night. Some of Boston's top restaurants, including Meritage, call the Financial District home.
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• BRIX Wine Shop • 105 Broad St [Well St]

617-542-2749

Upscale wine shop.
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Traffic on Mass Ave! MassPIRG on Newbury Street! Berklee students between classes! This area is always insane, and always active.
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• Burrage House •

314 Commonwealth Ave [Hereford St]

Nineteenth-century French-Renaissance

mansion. Private.

• Christian Science Center •

275 Massachusetts Ave [Westland Ave]

617-450-2000

Mother Church, Mapparium, reflecting pool.

Quite nice.

• Hynes Convention Center •

900 Boylston St [Gloucester St]

617-954-2000

Still a convention center, for now.

• Jordan Hall •

30 Gainsborough St [Huntington Ave]

617-585-1260

Hundred-year-old theater seats over 1,000 and

has remarkable acoustics.

• Prudential Tower •

800 Boylston St [Fairfield St]

617-236-3100

The other tall building. Equally loved and

reviled.

• Symphony Hall •

301 Massachusetts Ave [Huntington Ave]

888-266-1200

Home of the Boston Symphony Orchestra.
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• Bukowski Tavern • 50 Dalton St [Scotia St]

617-437-9999

100+ beers served with loud, eclectic music.

• The Corner Tavern •

421 Marlborough St [Massachusetts Ave]

617-262-5555

Locals only.

• Dillon’s • 955 Boylston St [Hereford St]

617-421-1818

Revisiting the Roaring ‘20s.

• King’s Dining & Entertainment • 50 Dalton St

[Scotia St]

617-266-2695

Bowling, pool, TV sports. Goofy but fun.

• Lir • 903 Boylston St [Fenway]

617-778-0089

Upscale Irish. Large, handy for sports watchers.

• McGreevey’s • 911 Boylston St [Hereford St]

617-262-0911

They remade the Foggy Goggle? Oh it's still an

overpriced meat market. Eh.

• Pour House • 907 Boylston St [Gloucester St]

617-236-1767

Wide beer selection, cool bartenders.

• Sonsie • 327 Newbury St [Hereford St]

617-351-2500

People-watching mainstay. Nice French-doors

street exposure.

• Top of the Hub • 800 Boylston St [Fairfield St]

617-536-1775

Great view from the top of the Pru.

• Wally’s Café •

427 Massachusetts Ave [Columbus Ave]

617-424-1408

Cramped jazz landmark. For everyone at least

once.
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• Asta • 47 Massachusetts Ave [Marlborough St]

617-585-9575 • $$$$

Ur crossword clue and challenging tasting

menus.

• Back Bay Social Club •

867 Boylston St [Gloucester St]

617-247-3200 • $$

One of the few brunch options in Back Bay.

• Bukowski Tavern • 50 Dalton St [Scotia St]

617-437-9999 • $$

Watering hole also has great chili, p.b.j.

sandwiches, late hours.

• The Capital Grille •

900 Boylston St [Gloucester St]

617-262-8900 • $$$$$

Arise, Sir Loin!

• Casa Romero • 30 Gloucester St [Newbury St]

617-536-4341 • $$$

Mexican. Decent food, good atmosphere.

• Jasper White’s Summer Shack •

50 Dalton St [Scotia St]

617-867-9955 • $$

Chummy spot to share oysters with pals.

Slightly overpriced.

• Kashmir • 279 Newbury St [Gloucester St]

617-536-1695 • $$

Excellent murg saagwala.

• Pour House • 907 Boylston St [Gloucester St]

617-236-1767 • $

Wonderful, cheap bar food. Opens at 8 am.

• Select Oyster Bar •

50 Gloucester St [Boylston St]

857-239-8064 • $$$$

Fresh seafood done up elegantly.

• Sonsie • 327 Newbury St [Hereford St]

617-351-2500 • $$$$

People-watching mainstay. Nice French-doors

street exposure.

• Top of the Hub • 800 Boylston St [Fairfield St]

617-536-1775 • $$$$

Almost worth the price for the amazing view

atop the Pru.

• Trident Booksellers & Café •

338 Newbury St [Hereford St]

617-267-8688 • $

All-day breakfast in a cool bookstore.


Trident Booksellers and Café is a terrific spot for brunching and browsing. Beer drinkers who can handle Tunnel-level stereo volume and a touch of attitude should try Bukowski's. Berklee students often sit in at Wally's, joining more established musicians to play live jazz most nights of the week.
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• DeLuca’s Market •

239 Newbury St [Fairfield St]

617-262-5990

Good deli, pricey fruit, wine, and beer

downstairs.

• Economy True Value Hardware •

219 Massachusetts Ave [Clearway St]

617-536-4280

Hardware, household needs, cheap furniture.

Very popular.

• Emack & Bolio’s •

290 Newbury St [Gloucester St]

617-536-7127

Innovative ice cream flavors.

• John Fluevog • 1 S Market St #2135

617-266-1079

Indulge the hipster in you with these funky

shoes.

• Johnny Cupcakes •

279 Newbury St [Gloucester St]

617-375-0100

Trendy T-shirts. Not cupcakes.

• Johnson Paint Co. •

355 Newbury St [Massachusetts Ave]

617-536-4244

Tony. Also a selection of stationery.

• Newbury Comics •

332 Newbury St [Hereford St]

617-236-4930

Now featuring a large DVD section.

• Orpheus Performing Arts • 362

Commonwealth Ave [Massachusetts Ave]

617-247-7200

Focusing on classical music.

• Sephora • 800 Boylston St [Fairfield St]

617-262-4200

A makeup wonderland—play before you buy.

• Sweet-N-Nasty •

90 Massachusetts Ave [Commonwealth Ave]

617-266-7171

Saucy cakes for all [adult] occasions.

• Trident Booksellers & Café •

338 Newbury St [Hereford St]

617-267-8688

Busy, independent bookstore/cafe with tons

of magazines.

• Urban Outfitters •

361 Newbury St [Massachusetts Ave]

617-236-0088

Funky clothes, apartment stuff and novelties.

• Utrecht Art Supply Center •

333 Massachusetts Ave [St Botolph St]

617-262-4948

Serious art store near Symphony Hall.
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The eastern end of Back Bay features the "top" of Newbury Street, with its mix of locals, tourists, and international students keeping its mainly highbrow merchants busy. The upper regions of the South End—especially Columbus Avenue—are now home to excellent restaurant upon excellent restaurant, with a culturally correct number of galleries thrown in as well.
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• Boston Public Library—Central •

700 Boylston St [Exeter St]

617-536-5400

• Charles River Esplanade • Storrow Drive

Great place to run or read a book.

• Church of the Covenant •

67 Newbury St [Berkeley St]

617-266-7480

Gothic revival church called “absolutely

perfect” by Oliver Wendell Holmes.

• Commonwealth Ave •

Commonwealth Ave & Mass Ave

Boston’s most distinguished promenade with

oddest collection of statues.

• Copley Square • Boylston St & Dartmouth St

Back Bay’s living room.

• First Church in Boston •

66 Marlborough St [Clarendon St]

617-267-6730

Founded 375 years ago.

• French Library and Cultural Center •

53 Marlborough St [Berkeley St]

617-912-0417

Classes, food, and movies, tous en francais.

• Hatch Shell • Esplanade [Congress St]

Where the Pops play each July 4th.

• John Hancock Tower •

200 Clarendon St [St James Ave]

New England’s tallest building, designed by

I.M. Pei.

• New England Historic Genealogical Library •

101 Newbury St [Clarendon St]

888-296-3447

Trace your roots back to the Mayflower.

• Old South Church •

645 Boylston St [Dartmouth St]

617-536-1970

Northern Italian Gothic, finished in 1875.

• Trinity Church •

206 Clarendon St [St James Ave]

617-536-0944

Romanesque, with massive open interior.

Completed in 1877.
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• Anchovies •

433 Columbus Ave [Braddock Park]

617-266-5088

Easy-going neighborhood joint.

• Champions •

110 Huntington Ave [Harcourt St]

617-927-5304

Sports. Food wins no trophies.

• City Bar • 65 Exeter St [Boylston St]

617-933-4800

At the Lenox Hotel.

• Clery’s • 113 Dartmouth St [Columbus Ave]

617-262-9874

Bar with food. Location is its best attribute.

• Club Café • 209 Columbus Ave [Berkeley St]

617-536-0966

Gay: restaurant in front, scoping in back.

• Lolita Back Bay •

271 Dartmouth St [Newbury St]

617-369-5609

Tacos and margaritas. Vampy with a tinge of

goth.

• Storyville • 90 Exeter St [Huntington Ave]

617-236-1134

A pinch of New Orleans nightlife in Beantown.
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• Abe & Louie’s • 793 Boylston St [Fairfield St]

617-536-6300 • $$$$

Popular local steakhouse.

• b.good • 131 Dartmouth St [Columbus Ave]

617-424-5252 • $

Healthy, quick lunches.

• Davio’s • 75 Arlington St [Stuart St]

617-357-4810 • $$$$

Good food, but it’s about the river view.

• Flour Bakery + Café •

131 Clarendon St [Stanhope St]

617-437-7700 • $

Beyond exceptional bakery. Also serves

dinners for take-away.

• Georgetown Cupcake •

83 Newbury St [Clarendon St]

617-927-2250 • $

Best cupcakes hands down, flat out.

• Grill 23 & Bar • 161 Berkeley St [Stuart St]

617-542-2255 • $$$$$

Classic steakhouse. Ideal for business dinners.

• House of Siam •

542 Columbus Ave [Worcester St]

617-267-1755 • $$

If you are off to the symphony, this is a good

bet.

• Lolita Back Bay •

271 Dartmouth St [Newbury St]

617-369-5609 • $$

Tacos and margaritas. Vampy with a tinge of

goth.

• Mistral • 223 Columbus Ave [Cahners Pl]

617-867-9300 • $$$$

Superb. Great bar, too. Look sharp.

• Oak Long Bar + Kitchen •

138 St James Ave [Trinity Pl]

617-585-7222 • $$$

Go for the old school Boston vibe, not the

overpriced menu and mediocre martinis.

• Parish Café • 361 Boylston St [Arlington St]

617-247-4777 • $$

Inventive sandwiches. Full bar too.

• Red Lantern • 39 Stanhope St [Clarendon St]

617-262-3900 • $$$$

Asian fusion in old Hard Rock Building;

industry hot spot.

• The Salty Pig •

130 Darthmouth St [Columbus Ave]

617-536-6200 • $$

Meat is king: Fantastic charcuterie plates and

excellent smoked meats.

• Tico • 222 Berkeley St [St. James Ave]

617-351-0400 • $$$

Legit tapas joint that is always full and rocking.


Grab a great sandwich at Parish Café, some tapas at Tico, or, if you're operating on an expense account, a steak at Grill 23.
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• Anthropologie • 203 Newbury St [Fairfield St]

617-262-0545

Clothes, accessories and colorful objets

d’home.

• Apple Store • 815 Boylston St [Fairfield St]

617-385-9400

Mac Mecca.

• Barneys New York •

100 Huntington Ave [Harcourt St]

617-385-3300

For those of you with lots of disposable

income.

• Brooks Brothers •

46 Newbury St [Berkeley St]

617-267-2600

Flagship store of company operating since

1818.

• Crate & Barrel • 777 Boylston St [Fairfield St]

617-262-8700

Back Bay location of Chicago behemoth.

• H&M • 100 Newbury St [Clarendon St]

855-466-7467

Disposable chic from Swedish mega-

merchant.

• The Hempest • 301 Newbury St [Exeter St]

617-421-9944

Don’t ask if they sell screens.

• International Poster Gallery •

460C Harrison Ave [Exeter St]

617-375-0076

Prints and posters from around the world.

• Lindt Master Chocolatier •

704 Boylston St [Exeter St]

617-236-0571

Nifty gifts for your Swiss miss.

• Lord & Taylor • 760 Boylston St [Fairfield St]

617-262-6000

Featuring new façade.

• Lush • 144 Newbury St [Dartmouth St]

617-262-0354

British cosmetics merchant.

• Marathon Sports • 671 Boylston St [Exeter St]

617-267-4774

Run! Run! Run!

• Neiman Marcus • 5 Copley Pl [Dartmouth St]

617-536-3660

Needless Markup?

• Paper Source • 338 Boylston St [Arlington St]

617-536-3444

DIY paper crafts and quirky gifts.

• Saks Fifth Avenue •

800 Boylston St [Gloucester St]

617-262-8500

A posh shopping experience.

• Shreve, Crump & Low •

39 Newbury St [Berkeley St]

617-267-9100

Boston jewelers since 1796.

• Teuscher Chocolates •

230 Newbury St [Fairfield St]

617-536-1922

For the Swiss chocoholic in you.

• Urban Grape •

303 Columbus Ave [Dartmouth St]

857-250-2509

Wine rookies are welcomed in this friendly,

well-stocked shop.
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The South End is America's largest Victorian neighborhood, has the city's largest gay population, and, after years of gentrification, is now a "destination" spot. All this hipness, of course, makes the South End more expensive than it was a decade ago. Ultra-trendy boutiques rub shoulders with family-friendly brasseries (especially on happening Tremont Street).
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• Cathedral of the Holy Cross •

1400 Washington St [Union Park St]

617-542-5682

Mother church of the Archdiocese of Boston.

• SoWa Artists Guild •

450 Harrison Ave [Thayer St]

A converted warehouse, now home to several

galleries.
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• The Beehive • 541 Tremont St [Milford St]

617-423-0069

There’s an old-timey, speakeasy feel to the

place.

• The Boston Eagle •

520 Tremont St [Dwight St]

617-542-4494

Casual gay local, mostly denim and leather.

• Delux Café • 100 Chandler St [Clarendon St]

617-338-5258

Small, hip spot with good eats, music.

• Franklin Café • 278 Shawmut Ave [Hanson St]

617-350-0010

Mainly a restaurant, but a good bar choice too.

• J.J. Foley’s • 117 E Berkeley St [Fay St]

617-728-9101

One of the oldest family-run bars in the city.
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• Aquitaine • 569 Tremont St [Union Park St]

617-424-8577 • $$$$

A solid French bistro.

• B&G Oysters • 550 Tremont St [Waltham St]

617-423-0550 • $$$$

Stylish oyster shop. Good wine list. Best lobster

rolls in town!

• Banyan Bar + Refuge •

553 Tremont St [Montgomery St]

617-556-4211 • $$$

Fun Asian-inflected small plates; great to

share.

• Da Vinci Ristorante •

162 Columbus Ave [Isabella St]

617-350-0007 • $$$

South End’s answer to the North End

hegemony on Italian food.

• Delux Café • 100 Chandler St [Clarendon St]

617-338-5258 • $$

Small, hip spot with good eats, music.

• El Triunfo • 147 E Berkeley St [Harrison Ave]

617-542-8499 • $

Cheap tacos. Good tongue!

• Flour Bakery + Café •

1595 Washington St [Rutland St]

617-267-4300 • $

Beyond exceptional bakery. Also serves

dinners for take-away.

• Franklin Café • 278 Shawmut Ave [Hanson St]

617-350-0010 • $$$

Delicious late-night option.

• Gaslight Brasserie •

560 Harrison Ave [Waltham St]

617-422-0224 • $$

Good French food. Stainless steel bar is a nice

touch.

• Masa • 439 Tremont St [Appleton St]

617-338-8884 • $$$$

Tiniest $1 tapas specials we’ve ever seen.

• Mela • 578 Tremont St [Upton St]

617-859-4805 • $$

Two words: lunch buffet.

• Metropolis Café • 584 Tremont St [Upton St]

617-247-2931 • $$$

Try the cranberry pancakes for brunch.

• Mike’s City Diner •

1714 Washington St [W Springfield St]

617-267-9393 • $

A trusty not-too-greasy spoon.

• Myers + Chang •

1145 Washington St [E Berkeley St]

617-542-5200 • $$

Fun Asian fusion.


Start your night at Delux, a beloved neighborhood bar complete with Elvis shrine. Pick up some steaks for dinner at The Butcher Shop. When darkness falls, hit up The Beehive for a great nightlife scene. If you're still alive after all that, call us. Bring pictures…and mimosas.



• Oishii Boston •

1166 Washington St [E Berkeley St]

617-482-8868 • $$$$$

The only place with better sushi is their other

location.

• Orinoco • 477 Shawmut Ave [W Concord St]

617-369-7075 • $$$

The South End puts a twist on Venezuelan

food and it’s delicious!

• Picco • 513 Tremont St [E Berkeley St]

617-927-0066 • $$

The gated community of ice cream. Serves

pizza, too.

• South End Pita • 473 Albany St [Union Park St]

617-556-2600 • $

South End shawarma that will hook you for

life.

• Stella • 1525 Washington St [E Brookline St]

617-247-7747 • $$$

Too Stylish, whitish spot. Mostly Italian menu.

• Toro • 1704 Washington St [Springfield St]

617-536-4300 • $$$

Fun, fresh take on tapas.

• The Upper Crust •

683 Tremont St [W Newton St]

617-927-0090 • $$

Fancy schmancy, crisp-crust pizza.
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• Blackbird Doughnuts •

492 Tremont St [Berkeley St]

617-482-9000

Crazy, fun, transporting doughnuts.

• BRIX Wine Shop •

1284 Washington St [Savoy St]

617-542-2749

Upscale wine shop.

• The Butcher Shop •

552 Tremont St [Waltham St]

617-423-4800

Neighborhood meat shop. Also a wine bar

serving specialties.

• Holbrow Flowers •

540 Albany St [E Dedham St]

617-227-8057

Flowers!

• Ilex • 73 Berkeley St [Chandler St]

617-422-0300

Florist.

• Picco • 513 Tremont St [E Berkeley St]

617-927-0066

Ice cream handy to the BCA.

• South End Buttery •

314 Shawmut Ave [Union Park St]

617-482-1015

Churning out the treats.

• South End Formaggio •

268 Shawmut Ave [Milford St]

617-350-6996

Cheese, cured meats, dry goods, and wine.
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Yes, Charlestown really is the same neighborhood depicted in Ben Affleck’s The Town—from Irish gangsters to the most bank robbers and car thieves per capita. But despite the public housing blocks that still sit along the edge of town, Charlestown is now an upscale, quaint community. Still, if you see someone in a nun mask? Look away.
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• Bunker Hill Monument •

Monument Ave [High St]

617-242-5601

Battle actually took place on nearby Breed’s

Hill.

• Charlestown Navy Yard •

Warren St & Constitution Rd

617-242-5601

Home of the USS Constitution (“Old Ironsides”).

• Tobin Memorial Bridge • US-1

Lovingly photographed in Mystic River.

• The Warren Tavern • 2 Pleasant St [Main St]

617-241-8142

One of Paul Revere’s favorite watering holes.

[image: image] Nightlife

• Sullivan’s Pub • 85 Main St [Harvard St]

617-242-9515

Relaxed pub off of Thompson Square.

• The Warren Tavern • 2 Pleasant St [Main St]

617-241-8142

One of Paul Revere’s favorite watering holes.

[image: image] Restaurants

• Brewer’s Fork • 7 Moulton St [Vine St]

617-337-5703 • $$

Oysters, wood-fired pizza, and most of all,

beer.

• Figs • 67 Main St [Monument Ave]

617-242-2229 • $$$

Charlestown branch of upscale pizza chain.

• Jenny’s Pizza • 320 Medford St [Allston St]

617-242-9474 • $

Subs too. Nice view of the, erm, Autoport.

• Ninety Nine • 29 Austin St [Lawrence St]

617-242-8999 • $$

Take your step-kids.

• Sorelle • 100 City Sq [Park St]

617-242-5980 • $

Tasty sandwiches, baked goods, alcohol too.

• Tangierino • 83 Main St [Monument Ave]

617-242-6009 • $$$

Rockin’ Moroccan.

• The Warren Tavern • 2 Pleasant St [Main St]

617-241-8142 • $$

One of Paul Revere’s favorite watering holes.
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One of the last predominantly ethnic neighborhoods in Boston, and isolated from the city by water, Eastie’s tree-lined streets and classic triple-deckers are home to a Latin American community that’s just starting to see the gentrification from Southie move in. Maverick Square is busy, but you’ll want to make the walk up to Day Square to get a better sense of the turf.
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• LoPresti Park • Summer St

Best view of the Boston skyline and harbor for

landlubbers.

[image: image] Nightlife

• Kelley’s Square Pub •

84 Bennington St [Marion St]

617-567-4627

Neighborhood local, try the ribs.
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• Angela’s Cafe • 131 Lexington St [Brooks St]

617-567-4972 • $$

By far the best Mexican food in town prepared

by someone else’s Grandma…

• Jeveli’s • 387 Chelsea St [Bennington St]

617-567-9539 • $

Italian. Has a bar.

• KO Pies at the Shipyard •

256 Marginal St [Jeffries St]

617-418-5234 • $$

Australian food and market, including savory

meat and vegetarian pies.

• La Terraza • 19 Bennington St [Porter St]

617-561-5200 • $$

Straight-forward Colombian cooking. Try the

flan.

• Pollos A La Brasa El Chalan •

405 Chelsea St [Saratoga St]

617-567-9452 • $

Finest pollo in Eastie.

• Rincon Limeno • 409 Chelsea St [Shelby St]

617-569-4942 • $

Specializing in Peruvian rotisserie chicken.

• Santarpio’s Pizza • 111 Chelsea St [Porter St]

617-567-9871 • $

Thin and crispy. Get a side of lamb and

homemade sausage from the grill.

• Taco Mex • 65 Maverick Sq [Sumner St]

617-569-2838 • $

Tongue taco, a sign of real Mexican.

• Taqueria Cancun •

192 Sumner St [Maverick Sq]

617-567-4449 • $

Don’t count on tequila slammers.

• Topacio • 120 Meridian St [London St]

617-567-9523 • $$

Pupusas! Specifically, the best ones of all time.
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• Emack & Bolio’s • 23 White St [Marion St]

617-492-1907

Innovative ice cream flavors.

• Globos y Fiestas •

268 Bennington St [Chelsea St]

617-569-4908

Order your piñatas here.

• Lolly’s Bakery • 158 Bennington St [Brooks St]

617-567-9461

Quality panadería.
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Southie seems to be in its renaissance. The formerly locals-only neighborhood has attracted yuppies, artists, and college students with a flurry of new condos, restaurants, and a short commute downtown. For proof of this, take a look at the Fan Pier by the ICA, which is Boston’s hippest address, currently exploding with restaurants and new buildings.
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• Boston Children’s Museum •

308 Congress St [Sleeper St]

617-426-6500

Featuring the giant Hood milk bottle.

• Boston Convention & Exhibition Center •

415 Summer St [D St]

617-954-2000

The Southie Starship.

• Boston Sailing Center •

Lewis Wharf [Atlantic Ave]

617-227-4198

Ahoy, matey! Learn to sail the high seas.

• Boston Tea Party Ship & Museum •

306 Congress St [Sleeper St]

617-338-1773

Site of not-so-civil disobedience.

• Institute of Contemporary Art •

25 Harbor Shore Dr

617-478-3100

Stunning new building. Oh, and the art’s

pretty good too.

• Rotary Liquors •

295 Old Colony Ave [Jenkins St]

617-269-3600

Whitey Bulger’s HQ.

[image: image] Nightlife

• Croke Park • 268 W Broadway St [D St]

617-606-5971

Bare bones bar with a patronage of tough

guys.

• Drink • 348 Congress St [Farnsworth St]

617-695-1806

Craft cocktail specialists; sit by the ice block.

• The Junction • 110 Dorchester St [Silver St]

617-268-6429

Low-key neighborhood spot.

• Lincoln Tavern & Restaurant •

425 W Broadway St [F St]

617-765-8636

Fancy for Southie. Crazy crowded.

• Lucky’s Lounge • 355 Congress St [A St]

617-357-5825

Well-liked retro cocktail lounge. Music most

nights.

• Shenannigans • 332 W Broadway [D St]

617-269-9509

Popular watering hole.

• Stats • 77 Dorchester St [W Broadway St]

617-268-9300

Sports bar by day, meat market by night.

[image: image] Restaurants

• Amrheins • 80 W Broadway [A St]

617-268-6189 • $$

Has been here since Southie was mostly

German.

• Barking Crab • 88 Sleeper St [Northern Ave]

617-426-2722 • $$

Make a mess while viewing the harbor skyline.

• Flour Bakery + Café •

12 Farnsworth St [Congress St]

617-338-4333 • $

Beyond exceptional bakery. Also serves

dinners for take-away.

• Legal Harborside • 270 Northern Ave [D St]

617-477-2900 • $$$$

Three floors of ever-increasing cost; Seaport’s

crown jewel doing gangbuster business.

• Lucky’s Lounge • 355 Congress St [A St]

617-357-5825 • $$

Well-liked retro cocktail lounge. Music most

nights.

• Menton • 354 Congress St [Thomson Pl]

617-737-0099 • $$$$

Barbara Lynch’s French-inflected fine dining

destination.

• Mul’s Diner • 75 W Broadway [A St]

(617) 268-5748 • $

Three words. Grilled blueberry muffins.

• Row 34 • 383 Congress St [Boston Wharf Rd]

617-553-5900 • $$$$

Sea-to-table seafood, emphasis on oysters.

• Sportello • 348 Congress St [A St]

617-737-1234 • $$$

Excellent modern Italian. Nice alternative to

the North End.

• Teriyaki House • 32 W Broadway [Dorchester

Ave]

617-269-2000 • $

The best Japanese delivery in an Irish ‘hood.


For after-work drinks in the summer, nothing beats Barking Crab. Drinkin’ establishments are great here—especially Lucky’s. Finish your new pad with retro pieces from Front. Foodies go crazy for Sportello—their inventive cuisine is fantastic. Try the Bolognese.
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• Machine Age • 121 Boston St [Fargo St]

617-464-0099

Modern furniture in a huge space.
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Known as a working class Irish ‘hood in a very Irish city, Southie’s ethnic and socioeconomic makeup is slowly changing. Many young professionals, swayed by Southie’s charm and priced out of other neighborhoods, are renovating triple-deckers.
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• Black Falcon Terminal •

1 Black Falcon Ave [Design Center Pl]

617-330-1500

Heavily trafficked cruise boat terminal.

• Boston Design Center •

1 Design Center Pl [Black Falcon Ave]

617-449-5514

For interior design junkies; several dozen

showrooms.

• Boston Fish Pier • 212 Northern Ave [D St]

Opened in 1914, the oldest working fish port.

• Giant Unholy Rat of Disease • P St

OMG! Kill it. It’s dead? KILL IT AGAIN!

• Harpoon Brewery •

306 Northern Ave [Harbor St]

617-456-2322

Brewery tours, seasonal special events.

• L Street Bathhouse • William J Day Blvd & L St

Old-timey bathhouse, home of the L Street

Brownies.

• L Street Tavern • 658 E 8th St [L St]

617-268-4335

Infinitely better than “Cheers,” Damon’s pub in

that movie.

• Rockland Trust Bank Pavilion •

290 Northern Ave [Massachusetts Tpke]

617-728-1690

Music venue.

• World Trade Center Boston •

200 Seaport Blvd [World Trade Center Ave]

617-385-5000

Event space that’s part of “The Seaport

Experience.”

[image: image] Nightlife

• L Street Tavern • 658 E 8th St [L St]

617-268-4335

No nonsense local. Appeared in Good Will

Hunting.

• Murphy’s Law • 837 Summer St [E 1st St]

617-269-6667

Occasional live acoustic acts.

• The Playwright Bar • 658 E Broadway [K St]

617-269-2537

For socializing and television watching.

[image: image] Restaurants

• Aura • 1 Seaport Ln [Northern Ave]

617-385-4300 • $$$$

Seafood for doing deals over.

• Cafe Mamtaz • 87 L St [Emerson St]

617-464-4800 • $$

Finally, ethnic food comes to Southie. For real

this time.

• Café Porto Bello • 672 E Broadway [K St]

617-269-7680 • $$

Straight-forward, honest Italian.

• Galley Diner • 11 P St [E 2nd St]

617-464-1024 • $

Of No Reservations fame.

• L Street Diner & Pizzeria • 108 L St [E 5th St]

617-268-1155 • $

Southie standby.

• Local 149 • 149 P St [E 6th St]

617-269-0900 • $$

Replacing a beloved local isn’t easy, but the

best beer selection in Boston helps.

• LTK • 225 Northern Ave [D St]

617-330-7430 • $$$

Hip cousin to Legal chain has attentive service,

iPod docks.

• The Playright Bar • 658 E Broadway [K St]

617-269-2537 • $$

For socializing and television watching.


During the summer, sea-bathers gather at the beaches along Dorchester Bay, or “The Irish Riviera.” Good beer spots abound—take a tour of Harpoon Brewery for the samples of the freshest possible ale. Take your pick from several great restaurants along the waterfront for reliable seafood.
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• K and 8th Street Market • 362 K St [8th St]

617-269-9810

Old school neighborhood market, fantastic

meats.

• Ku De Ta • 663 E Broadway [K St]

617-269-0008

A slice of Newbury St prices, in Southie.

• Liquor and Wine Emporium •

336 K St [E 7th St]

857-696-0225

Apparently, the coldest beer in town.

• Stapleton Floral •

635 E Broadway [Emerson St]

617-269-7271

Florist.

• Stapleton Floral • 200 Seaport Blvd [D St]

617-399-9960

Strategically designed horticultural fauna to

please the eye…? Florist.
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Food distributors, u-store warehouses, and the big box chains at South Bay Shopping Center are the heart of this commercial and industrial area. Unless you’ve got a trip to Target, Home Depot, or are visiting family at the Suffolk County House of Correction, you’ll find only the fraying edges of Southie, Dorchester, and Roxbury worth a deeper look.
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• Suffolk County House of Correction •

20 Bradston St [Southampton St]

617-635-1000

Just so you know.

[image: image] Nightlife

• Sports Connection Bar & Grill •

560 Dorchester Ave [Leeds St]

617-268-4119

Featuring “a big screen TV.”

[image: image] Restaurants

• 224 Boston Street •

224 Boston St [St Margaret St]

617-265-1217 • $$$

Big Portions, Good Prices! Oh crap!

• Andrew Square House of Pizza •

395 Dorchester St [Dorchester Ave]

617-268-1940 • $

No frills Greek-style pizza.

• The Avenue Grille •

856 Dorchester Ave [Mt Vernon St]

617-288-8000 • $$

Always something tasty here. A good choice.

• Baltic Deli & Café •

632 Dorchester Ave [Father Songin Way]

617-268-2435 • $

Foods from the old country.

• Café Polonia • 611 Dorchester Ave [Boston St]

617-269-0110 • $

Polish. Small, inviting, authentic. Have a

Zywiec.

• The Hen House Wings ‘n Waffles •

1033 Massachusetts Ave [Proctor St]

617-442-9464 • $

Chicken, waffles, cholesterol.

• Liberty Diner •

1003 Massachusetts Ave [Magazine St]

617-442-9262 • $

Who doesn’t love a good egg sandwich?

• Singh’s Roti Shop •

692 Columbia Rd [Elder St]

617-282-7977 • $

Huge roti. Also try the channa doubles.

• Taqueria Casa Real •

860 Dorchester Ave [Mt Vernon St]

617-282-3135 • $

Mexican; good hot sauce options.

• Victoria’s Diner •

1024 Massachusetts Ave [Proctor St]

617-442-5965 • $

Great diner chow, loads of sausage, and open

24 hours on weekends!
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• Home Depot •

5 Allstate Rd [Massachusetts Ave]

617-442-6110

Got wood?

• Marshalls • 8 Allstate Rd [Massachusetts Ave]

617-442-5050

Discount clothing and other stuff.
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There’s a beauty to Roxbury, despite its roughness. Dudley Square is Roxbury’s commercial center, but businesses are also finding opportunity closer to the busy Orange Line and along Blue Hill Avenue.
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• Highland Park • Fort Ave & Beech Glen St

Little visited Fort Hill monument with great

views

• Islamic Cultural Center •

100 Malcolm X Blvd [Elmwood St]

617-858-6114

Largest mosque in the Northeast.

• Malcolm X Ella Little Collins House •

72 Dale St [Wakullah St]

Malcolm X lived here with his sister during

formative years.

• National Center for Afro-American Artists •

300 Walnut Ave [Cobden St]

617-442-8614

Puddingstone mansion holds Nubian tomb

model, afternoon hours.

• Shirley-Eustis House •

33 Shirley St [Clifton St]

617-442-2275

Tour this 18th-century royal governor’s

country estate.
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• Slade’s • 958 Tremont St [Davenport St]

617-442-4600

Dancing, mostly R&B and hip-hop.

[image: image] Restaurants

• Ali’s Roti Restaurant •

1035 Tremont St [Coventry St]

617-427-1079 • $

Indian food lovers will take naturally to this

Trinidadian gem.

• Dayib Cafe • 722 Shawmut Ave [Williams St]

617-427-0099 • $

Authentic Middle Eastern. The tea is an

absolute must.

• Haley House Bakery Café •

12 Dade St [Washington St]

617-445-0900 • $

The best jerk chicken. Ever.

• Ideal Sub Shop • 522 Dudley St [Burrell St]

617-442-1560 • $

The freshest, largest, best-deal-ever subs.

• Merengue • 160 Blue Hill Ave [Julian St]

617-445-5403 • $$

Dominican. Tropical vibe. Gets props from the

Sox.

• Peking House • 160 Dudley St [Warren St]

617-442-9215 • $$

Solid chicken dishes and fried rice.

• Silver Slipper Restaurant •

2387 Washington St [Dudley St]

617-442-4853 • $

Breakfast in all its greasy glory; great grits.

• Ugi’s Subs • 68 Warren St [Dudley St]

617-427-7032 • $

Old school sandwich shop with a mean steak

and cheese.


[image: image]

Map 14

[image: image]


Heavy gentrification in Jamaica Plain means that the population of new parents pushing strollers is at an all-time high. Other residents include artists, hipsters, young professionals, eco-friendly folk, and lesbians. Perhaps the neighborhood with the most access to green areas, Jamaica Pond and the Arnold Arboretum provide ample space for joggers to sprint and bikers to ride.
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• Arnold Arboretum • 125 Arborway [Centre St]

617-524-1718

The most famous collection of trees in

America, an oasis.

• First Church in Jamaica Plain •

6 Eliot St [Centre St]

617-524-1634

The first church in Jamaica Plain, ca. 1853.

Impressive stone facade, creepy graveyard.

• The Footlight Club • 7 Eliot St [Centre St]

617-524-3200

Oldest running theatre in the US.

• The Loring-Greenough House •

12 South St [Centre St]

617-524-3158

Built as a country estate in 1760. Open for

tours.

• Samuel Adams Brewery •

30 Germania St [Brookside Ave]

617-368-5080

Love the product, but not much of an

experience.

• Spontaneous Celebrations •

45 Danforth St [Boylston St]

617-524-6373

JP community arts organization.
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• Bella Luna Restaurant and

Milky Way Lounge •

284 Amory St [Minton St]

617-524-6060

Dance club-Chuck E. Cheese’s hybrid.

• Brendan Behan Pub •

378 Centre St [Sheridan St]

617-522-5386

Well-liked Irish local. Relaxed atmosphere.

• Canary Square •

435 S Huntington Ave [Moraine St]

617-524-2500

Swanky haven for craft beer fanatics.

• Costello’s Tavern • 723 Centre St [Harris Ave]

617-522-9263

Friendly JP tavern; decent food and darts.

• Jeanie Johnston Pub • 144 South St [Hall St]

617-983-9432

Darts, karaoke, live music, local flavor.

• Midway Cafe •

3496 Washington St [Williams St]

617-524-9038

Local watering hole featuring a variety of live

bands.

• Samuel Adams Brewery •

30 Germania St [Brookside Ave]

617-368-5080

Tours and samples.
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• Alex’s Chimis • 358 Centre St [Forbes St]

617-522-5201 • $

How can you complain about a giant plate full

of chicken and chicharrones?

• The Blue Nile • 389 Centre St [Day St]

617-522-6453 • $$

Ethiopian. Heaping servings for small prices.

• Cafe Beirut • 654 Centre St [Green St]

617-553-1163 • $

Scrumptious Middle Eastern street food on the

cheap.

• Captain Nemo’s • 367 Centre St [Creighton St]

617-971-0100 • $

Run by sweet as pie siblings.

• The Dogwood Café •

3712 Washington St [Arborway]

617-522-7997 • $$

Enjoy your wood-fired pizzas while listening to

an actual human playing an actual piano.

• El Oriental de Cuba •

416 Centre St [Paul Gore St]

617-524-6464 • $$

Always packed. So, be ready to wait for your

cubano.

• FoMu • 617 Centre St [St John St]

617-553-2299 • $

Damn good vegan ice cream. (It’s vegan?!)

• Galway House • 710 Centre St [Burroughs St]

617-524-9677 • $

Resisting the onion rings is futile.

• The Haven • 2 Perkins St [Centre St]

617-524-2836 • $$

Fortifying Scottish fare. Heart attack alert:

deep fried Mars bars.

• JP Seafood Café • 730 Centre St [Harris Ave]

617-983-5177 • $$

Some like it. Some don’t. I don’t.

• Miami Restaurant •

381 Centre St [Sheridan St]

617-522-4644 • $

Go for the cubano…don’t leave without a beef

patty.

• The Real Deal • 736 Centre St [Harris Ave]

617-522-1181 • $

Sandwiches and wraps named after gangsters.

• Ruggerio’s • 3345 Washingston St [Green St]

617-522-7184 • $

Everything sold can be delivered. Yes, even

cigarettes and booze.

• Ten Tables • 597 Centre St [Pond St]

617-524-8810 • $$$

Short, precise, inspired menu. Delicious.

• Tostado Sandwich Bar •

300 Centre St [Estrella St]

617-477-8691 • $

New spins on standard Cubans. Freshest fruit

smoothies around.

• Tres Gatos • 470 Centre St [Boylston St]

617-477-4851 • $$

Record store, tapas bar and bookstore

ingeniously fused.

• Vee Vee • 763 Centre St [Elliot St]

617-522-0145 • $$

Not only cares about your eating experience

but also where the food comes from.

• Yely’s Coffee Shop •

284 Centre St [Chestnut Ave]

617-524-2204 • $

Coffee? The counter is stacked full of pork,

chicken, sausages, and plantains.


Centre Street functions as the main artery in JP, lined with restaurants, boutiques, and vintage/consignment shops. The Blue Nile dishes out heaping sharing-sized platters of Ethiopian delicacies on the cheap. If Middle Eastern’s your bag, it doesn’t get much better than the shawarma at Café Beirut. Jackson Square and Washington Street offer the flavors of its Puerto Rican, Dominican, and Cape Verdean communities.



[image: image] Shopping

• 40 South Street • 40 South St [Sedgwick St]

617-522-5066

Retro duds, mostly from the ‘80s.

• Blue Frog Bakery • 3 Green St [Centre St]

617-983-3765

Bread pudding muffins, whoopie pies, coffee

and espresso.

• Boing! JP’s Toy Shop •

667 Centre St [Harris Ave]

617-522-7800

Friendly toy shop.

• Boomerangs • 716 Centre St [Burroughs St]

617-524-5120

Used clothing and housewares.

• City Feed and Supply •

66 Boylston St [Chestnut Ave]

617-524-1657

Popular neighborhood grocery, meeting spot.

• Eye Q Optical • 615 Centre St [Pond St]

617-983-3937

Designer eyeglasses.

• Fat Ram’s Pumpkin Tattoo •

374 Centre St [Sheridan St]

617-522-6444

Skilled ink artists with degrees in fine art.

• Fire Opal • 683 Centre St [Seaverns Ave]

617-524-0262

Upscale craft gallery.

• Hatched • 668 Centre St [Seaverns Ave]

617-524-5402

Small boutique specializing in organic

clothing for little ones.

• J.P. Licks • 659 Centre St [Starr Ln]

617-524-6740

Popular ice cream shop.

• JP Knit and Stitch • 461 Centre St [Moraine St]

617-477-3707

Yarn store + knitting classes.

• Kitchenwitch • 671 Centre St [Seaverns Ave]

617-524-6800

Adorable cooking gadgets galore.

• Salmagundi • 765 Centre St [Eliot St]

617-522-5047

Check out the coolest selection in the city.

• Tres Gatos • 470 Centre St [Boylston St]

617-477-4851

Record store, tapas bar and bookstore

ingeniously fused.

• When Pigs Fly • 613 Centre St [Pond St]

617-522-4948

Old-world style, handcrafted, artisanal breads.
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Ah, Mission Thrill. The place where culture, education, and sports meet, you can wander among fine art museums, green parks, eclectic colleges, top medical centers, and historic Fenway Park. While high-rise condos are changing the face of Fenway, Mission Hill remains a funky mix of students, families, and young professionals.



[image: image] Landmarks

• Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum •

25 Evans Way [Palace Rd]

617-566-1401

Eccentric collection highlighting the

Renaissance and the pleasures of having

money. A gem.

• Mission Church of Boston •

1545 Tremont St [Pontiac St]

617-445-2600

Mission Hill landmark. Recently renovated.

• Museum of Fine Arts •

465 Huntington Ave [Museum Rd]

617-267-9300

Arguably one of the top museums in the

country. Go for the Copleys.

• Warren Anatomical Museum •

10 Shattuck St [Binney St]

617-432-6196

Phineas Gage’s skull and other medical

oddities.
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• Flann O’Brien’s •

1619 Tremont St [Wigglesworth St]

617-566-7744

Spirited Brigham Circle local.

• Machine • 1254 Boylston St [Ipswich St]

617-536-1950

Large gay club.

[image: image] Restaurants

• Brigham Circle Chinese Food •

728 Huntington Ave [Fenwood Rd]

617-278-2000 • $

Two words: Wonton soup. Or is that three?

Won ton soup? Eh. Get it.

• Chacho’s • 1502 Tremont St [Burney St]

617-445-6738 • $

Pizza and subs.

• Chicken Lou’s • 50 Forsyth St [Greenleaf St]

617-859-7017 • $

“Sex on a bagel” and spicy fries. Slobber.

• Citizen Public House and Oyster Bar •

1310 Boylston St [Kilmarnock St]

617-450-9000 • $$

Whole suckling pig roasts. You read that right.

• Crispy Dough Pizzeria •

1514 Tremont St [Burney St]

617-445-7799 • $

Specialty thin crust pies and slices.

• Halal Indian Cuisine •

736 Huntington Ave [Fenwood Rd]

617-232-5000 • $

Decent and different for this part of town.

• J.P. Licks • 1618 Tremont St [Huntington Ave]

617-566-6676 • $

Homemade ice cream plus cafe.

• Longwood Grille & Bar •

342 Longwood Ave [Brookline Ave]

617-232-9770 • $$$

Hotel restaurant serving medical community

designed like a chain restaurant.

• Mama’s Place • 764 Huntington Ave [Wait St]

617-566-1300 • $

Greek goodness. Gyros and baklava.


Foodies began flocking to the booming Fenway side of Boylston Street after places like Tasty Burger set up shop. In Mission Hill, the best pints flow at Flann O’Brien’s. Chicken Lou’s has been a Northeastern breakfast institution for years.



• The Mission •

724 Huntington Ave [Tremont St]

617-566-1244 • $$

Convenient, full-service bar & grill.

• Montecristo Mexican Grill •

748 Huntington Ave [Fenwood Rd]

617-275-4989 • $$

Nachos piled high with everything except the

kitchen sink.

• Penguin Pizza •

735 Huntington Ave [Francis St]

617-277-9200 • $

Recommended, and not just for the name.

• The Squealing Pig •

134 Smith St [Washington St]

617-566-6651 • $

Toasties served by indifferent staff.

• Sweet Cheeks •

1381 Boylston St [Kilmarnock St]

617-266-1300 • $$

Sloppy and smoky BBQ. Can be ordered by the

pound.

• Thaitation • 129 Jersey St [Park Dr]

617-585-9909 • $$

Head and shoulders above Brown Sugar. Go

for lunch.

• Tiger Mama •

1363 Boylston St [Kilmarnock St]

617-425-6262 • $$$

Fanboy Southeast Asian cuisine

enthusiastically delivered.
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Under the watchful triangular eye of the Citgo Sign, the Kenmore Square area is notable for sprawling Boston University, the nightclub scene on Lansdowne Street, and, of course, Fenway Park. Beyond Fenway and the core of Kenmore Square, urban bustle gives way to the more serene residential neighborhoods of affluent Brookline.
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• BU Bridge • Essex St & Mountfort St

Arguably Boston’s best river/skyline view.

• Citgo Sign • Commonwealth Ave & Beacon St

Beloved Kenmore Square landmark.

• Fenway Park • 4 Yawkey Way [Brookline Ave]

877-733-7699

Home to the Sox since 1912.
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• Bleacher Bar •

82 Lansdowne St [Brookline Ave]

617-262-2424

Just your average looks-into-Fenway-Park

sports bar.

• Cask ‘N Flagon •

62 Brookline Ave [Lansdowne St]

617-536-4840

Just behind the Green Monster. Nothing

special.

• The Dugout •

722 Commonwealth Ave [St Marys St]

617-247-8656

Babe Ruth’s basement dive bar of choice.

• Game On! • 82 Lansdowne St [Brookline Ave]

617-351-7001

Yet another sports bar near Fenway.

• House of Blues • 15 Lansdowne St [Ipswich St]

888-693-2583

Huge new Landsdowne Street spot for all

things musical.

• Lansdowne Pub • 9 Lansdowne St [Ipswich St]

617-247-1222

Bawdy, brawly and lowbrow.

• Lucky Strike Lanes •

145 Ipswich St [Lansdowne St]

617-437-0300

Uber gaming and lounge establishment.

• Yard House •

126 Brookline Ave [Burlington Ave]

617-236-4083

Drinking a yard of beer is actually kinda

awkward.
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• Boston Beer Works •

61 Brookline Ave [Lansdowne St]

617-536-2337 • $$

Cavernous suds shop across from Fenway Park.

• Cornwall’s •

654 Beacon St [Commonwealth Ave]

617-262-3749 • $$

Eat only to soak up pints.

• Eastern Standard •

528 Commonwealth Ave [Kenmore St]

617-532-9100 • $$$

At the Hotel Commonwealth with lip-

smackingly good drinks.

• India Quality •

484 Commonwealth Ave [Kenmore St]

617-267-4499 • $$

Quality Indian. The name says it all.

• Mei Mei •

506 Park Drive [Buswell St]

857-250-4959 • $$$

Farm-to-table Chinese-American cuisine by

way of food truck.

• Noodle Street •

627 Commonwealth Ave [Sherborn St]

617-536-3100 • $

Unexpected spices transcend everyday Asian

fare.

• Nud Pob •

738 Commonwealth Ave [St Marys St]

617-232-9992 • $

Yes, you can call it “nude pub.” We do.

• O’Leary’s Pub • 1010 Beacon St [St Marys St]

617-734-0049 • $$

Try the Guinness stew.

• Taberna de Haro • 999 Beacon St [St Marys St]

617-277-8272 • $$$

Solid tapas spot with a great sherry menu.

• Uburger • 636 Beacon St [Raleigh St]

617-517-4141 • $

Burgers and frappes right by BU.


With the addition of the gigantic House of Blues, some of the former club options have lessened in quantity, but not in quality. For nonclubbers, Taberna de Haro is an excellent dining option. For those lucky enough to score tickets, the best entertainment in the world is at Fenway Park.
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• Bed Bath & Beyond •

401 Park Dr [Brookline Ave]

617-536-1090

For when holes are growing in your towels.

• Blick Art Materials •

401 Park Dr [Brookline Ave]

617-236-0746

Art-supply megashop plus custom framing.

• Economy True Value Hardware •

1012 Beacon St [St Marys St]

617-277-8811

Hardware, household needs, cheap furniture.

Very popular.

• Guitar Center • 1255 Boylston St [Ipswich St]

617-247-1389

Also has drums, keys, etc.

• Hunt’s Photo and Video •

514 Commonwealth Ave [Kenmore St]

617-778-2222

Good selection of used cameras.

• Japonaise Bakery •

1020 Beacon St [Carlton St]

617-566-7730

Mmmm…curry donut.

• Nuggets •

486 Commonwealth Ave [Kenmore St]

617-536-0679

Sells only used recordings. Quite fun to

browse.

• REI • 401 Park Dr [Brookline Ave]

617-236-0746

Seattle co-op for the gearhead.


[image: image]

Map 17

[image: image]


This neighborhood is a vibrant mix of old and new, urban and suburban, old-fashioned and eclectic. Long-time residents in stately Victorian homes share quiet neighborhood parks, diverse restaurants and shops, and a buzzing nightlife with transient college students and well-paid young professionals.



[image: image] Landmarks

• Frederick Law Olmsted

National Historic Site • 99 Warren St [Welch

Rd]

617-566-1689

Genius of American landscapes, the ultimate

home office.

[image: image] Nightlife

• Matt Murphy’s Pub •

14 Harvard St [Webster Pl]

617-232-0188

Popular Irish pub. Good food and music.

• The Publick House •

1648 Beacon St [Washington St]

617-277-2880

Focus here is on the beers.

• The Washington Square Tavern •

714 Washington St [Beacon St]

617-232-8989

Pub/restaurant with slightly overpriced food.

[image: image] Restaurants

• The Abbey • 1657 Beacon St [Winthrop Rd]

617-730-8040 • $$

Homey neighborhood joint with an impressive

beer list.

• Boca Grande • 3 Harvard St

617-277-8900 • $

Lots of good taqueria fare. Consider ordering

carnitas.

• Brookline Family Restaurant •

305 Washington St [Holden St]

617-277-4466 • $$

Top notch Turkish food.

• Curry House • 1335 Beacon St [Harvard St]

617-734-3971 • $

Fast food Indian.

• Dok Bua • 411 Harvard St [Fuller St]

617-232-2955 • $

Tastiest Thai around! Their best dishes are not

the noodle dishes.

• Fugakyu • 1280 Beacon St [Pleasant St]

617-738-1268 • $$$

Sushi, very popular. Be prepared to wait.

• Hops N Scotch • 1306 Beacon St [Pleasant St]

617-232-8808 • $$

Order scotch or beer, but avoid the signature

drink.

• La Morra • 48 Boylston St [High St]

617-739-0007 • $$$$

Popular Northern Italian.

• Martin’s Coffee Shop •

35 Harvard St [Pierce St]

617-566-0005 • $

Brookline Village’s own greasy spoon features

breakfast, heavenly home fries.

• Matt Murphy’s Pub •

14 Harvard St [Webster Pl]

617-232-0188 • $$

Stylish Irish pub with good food and

occasional live music.

• Michael’s Deli •

256 Harvard St [Longwood Ave]

617-738-3354 • $

Deli authenticity in Coolidge Corner.

• Orinoco • 22 Harvard St [Pierce St]

617-232-9505 • $$$

Make sure to make a reservation for their

Saturday tasting table.

• Pho Lemongrass •

239 Harvard St [Webster St]

617-731-8600 • $$

Pho, Brookline-style.

• Pomodoro • 24 Harvard St [Webster Pl]

617-566-4455 • $$

That means tomato in Italian.

• Rod Dee • 1424 Beacon St [Summit Ave]

617-738-4977 • $

So tasty that we wish it was more than just a

small take-out joint.

• Shawarma King • 1383 Beacon St [Park St]

617-731-6035 • $

Excellent Middle Eastern; informative service,

fresh fruit beverages, traditional desserts.

• Super Fusion Cuisine •

690 Washington St [Beacon St]

617-277-8221 • $$

Sushi purists will appreciate the lack of sauces

and toppings.

• Virginia’s Fine Foods •

8 Cypress St [Washington St]

617-566-7775 • $

Slightly pricey shop with multiple breads for

sandwiches, including veggie-friendly fare.

• The Washington Square Tavern •

714 Washington St [Beacon St]

617-232-8989 • $$$

Good American food, but not as cheap as the

name might suggest.


Brookline is a place where specialty shops mingle with chain stores, and an ethnic array of food spans from the inexpensive Boca Grande to the upscale Fugakyu.
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• Athan’s European Bakery •

1621 Beacon St [Washington St]

617-734-7028

To Exquisite baked goods, chocolates, gelato,

and espresso.

• EC Florist • 224 Washington St [Davis Ct]

617-232-3693

Florist.

• Eureka Puzzles • 1349 Beacon St [Centre St]

617-738-7352

Old-timey gamers’ heaven.

• Madras Masala • 191 Harvard St [Marion St]

617-566-9943

Indian Grocery store with a good selection of

chutneys and prepared food

• Marathon Sports •

1638 Beacon St [University Rd]

617-735-9373

Run! Run! Run!

• Mint Julep • 1302 Beacon St [Harvard St]

617-232-3600

Boutique for the ladies or for the men looking

for a gift for the ladies.

• New England Comics •

316 Harvard St [Babcock St]

617-566-0115

Study break reading material, some

independent comics.

• Paper Source • 1361 Beacon St [Webster St]

617-264-2800

DIY paper crafts and quirky gifts.

• Party Favors • 1356 Beacon St [Webster St]

617-566-3330

Satisfies your sweet tooth and your inner

party animal.

• Wild Goose Chase •

1355 Beacon St [Webster St]

617-738-8020

Crafts, gifts. A flea market, Brookline-style.
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Brighton is the more sedate half of the Allston-Brighton duo but, like its rowdier neighbor, it attracts plenty of college students and young folk. Narrow, tangled, residential streets surround the cluster of shops and restaurants on Washington Street in Brighton Center.
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• Cityside • 1960 Beacon St [Sutherland Rd]

617-566-1002

Hit the patio if it’s nice outside.

• Irish Village • 224 Market St [Saybrook St]

617-787-5427

Popular, relaxed local.

• Mary Ann’s • 1937 Beacon St [Ayr Rd]

617-566-3253

BC student dump.

[image: image] Restaurants

• Bamboo •

1616 Commonwealth Ave [Washington St]

617-264-9999 • $$

Very good Thai at Washington Street.

• Cityside • 1960 Beacon St [Sutherland Rd]

617-566-1002 • $$

More for watching television than dining.

• Corrib Pub • 396 Market St [Surrey St]

617-787-0882 • $$

Irish breakfast of champions.

• Devlin’s • 332 Washington St [Waldo Terrace]

617-779-8822 • $$$

A little bit of downtown in Brighton.

• Eagle’s Deli • 1918 Beacon St [Ayr Rd]

617-752-8383 • $

BC meatheads eating meat.

• IHOP • 1850 Soldiers Field Rd [N Beacon St]

617-787-0533 • $

Pancakes anytime.

• Moogy’s • 154 Chestnut Hill Ave [Colwell Ave]

617-254-8114 • $

Enjoy a cheese omelette while playing

Connect Four.

• Tasca •

1612 Commonwealth Ave [Washington St]

617-730-8002 • $$

Good (but not great) tapas for all budgets!

[image: image] Shopping

• Amanda’s Flowers •

12 Tremont St

617-782-0686

Ever watch Bed of Roses? Hand delivered with

a smile.

• New Balance Factory Store •

173 Market Street

617-783-7165

Running gear for cheap runners.

• Staples •

1660 Soldiers Field Rd [Soldiers Field Pl]

617-254-4822

Printer ink and other more reasonably priced

supplies.
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For most Bostonians, crowded living and rowdy students define Allston. There’s no place in the city where so many cheap eats, dive bars, and used goods are crammed into so few blocks. It’s a dirty mashup and the city is better for it.
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• JFK National Historic Site •

83 Beals St [Harvard St]

617-566-7937

Understated residential home, open only in

summer.

[image: image] Nightlife

• The Avenue •

1249 Commonwealth Ave [Royce Rd]

617-903-3110

Cheap drafts and college kids.

• Brighton Music Hall •

158 Brighton Ave [Harvard Ave]

617-779-0141

See some great bands up close. Real close.

• Deep Ellum •

477 Cambridge St [Brighton Ave]

617-787-2337

Chic enough to make you forget you’re in

Allston.

• The Draft • 34 Harvard Ave [Cambridge St]

617-783-9400

Hipsters and jocks make nice.

• Great Scott •

1222 Commonwealth Ave [Harvard Ave]

617-566-9014

Loud, live music in a small, dark place.

• Harry’s Bar & Grill •

1430 Commonwealth Ave [Kelton St]

617-738-9990

Casual and roomy, with a mostly

neighborhood crowd.

• Model Café • 7 N Beacon St [Cambridge St]

617-254-9365

Allston staple, with all the usual suspects.

• Myung Dong 1st Ave •

90 Harvard Ave [Brighton Ave]

617-206-3229

Korean equivalent of Saved by the Bell’s The

Max. Win.

• O’Brien’s • 3 Harvard Ave [Cambridge St]

617-782-6245

Live rock, mostly local acts.

• Paradise Rock Club •

967 Commonwealth Ave [Harry Agganis Wy]

617-562-8800

Major rock acts. Tasty food and smaller bands

in lounge.

• Scullers Jazz Club •

400 Soldiers Field Rd [Cambridge St]

617-562-4111

Live jazz most nights. In the Doubletree.

• Silhouette Lounge •

200 Brighton Ave [Allston St]

617-206-4565

A room full of darts and drunks.

• Tavern in the Square •

161 Brighton Ave [Harvard Ave]

617-782-8100

All you can eat brunch buffet. All you can

watch sports.

• White Horse Tavern •

116 Brighton Ave [Linden St]

617-254-6633

Always hopping, great for sports.

• Wonder Bar • 186 Harvard Ave [Glenville Ter]

617-351-2665

Wannabe Soho, patronized by wannabe yups.

[image: image] Restaurants

• @Union • 174 Harvard Ave [Glenville Terrace]

617-779-0077 • $$

The perfect place to nurse a hangover.

• Allston Diner • 431 Cambridge St [Denby Rd]

617-208-8741 • $$

Soul food, Allston-style.

• Anna’s Taqueria •

446 Harvard St [Thorndike St]

617-277-7111 • $

It doesn’t mean much, but they roll up one of

the best burritos in town.

• BonChon • 123 Brighton Ave [Linden St]

617-254-8888 • $$

The other KFC: Korean fried chicken. Better

than the Colonel’s.

• Bottega Fiorentina •

313 Harvard St [Babcock St]

617-232-2661 • $

Tuscan sandwiches to go.

• The Breakfast Club •

270 Western Ave [McDonald Ave]

617-783-1212 • $$

The shiniest diner found outside New Jersey.

• Buk Kyung II • 151 Brighton Ave [Harvard Ave]

617-254-2775 • $

Top-notch Korean food. Good luck finding a

parking space on weekends.

• Charlie’s Pizza & Café •

177 Allston St [Kelton St]

617-277-3737 • $

You would never guess by the name, but they

also have Middle Eastern food.

• Coolidge Corner Clubhouse •

307 Harvard St [Babcock St]

617-566-4948 • $$

Home of the Big Papi Burger.

• Garlic ‘n Lemons •

133 Harvard Ave [Brighton Ave]

617-783-8100 • $

Get your shawarma fix.

• Grasshopper • 1 N Beacon St [Cambridge St]

617-254-8883 • $$

Hip Asian vegan.

• Habanero Mexican Grill •

166 Brighton Ave [Park Vale Ave]

617-254-0299 • $

El Salvadoran chow. Hell yes to the fried

plantains.

• La Mamma • 190 Brighton Ave [Quint Ave]

617-783-1661 • $

Stick with the empanadas and Chilean

specialties.

• Lone Star Taco Bar •

479 Cambridge St [Brighton Ave]

617-782-8226 • $$

Tacos and tequila—what could go wrong?


Allston Rock City! Clubs drive the scene here, with live music and DJs every night of the week. Check Paradise, Great Scott, and even the velvet rope at Wonder Bar. As for food, we’ve been known to fantasize about kebabs at Saray and bánh mì at Super 88.



• Padaria Brasil •

125 Harvard Ave [Brighton Ave]

617-202-6783 • $

One pão de queijo, please.

• Paradise Rock Club •

967 Commonwealth Ave [Harry Agganis Wy]

617-562-8800 • $$

Major rock acts. Tasty food and smaller bands

in Lounge.

• Pho Viet •

1095 Commonwealth Ave [Brighton Ave]

617-562-8828 • $

Best Vietnamese subs (bánh mì) in town for

just a few bucks.

• Shanghai Gate •

204 Harvard Ave [Brainerd Rd]

617-566-7344 • $$

Challenging/rewarding Chinese dishes in

welcoming setting.

• Spike’s Junkyard Dogs •

108 Brighton Ave [Linden St]

617-254-7700 • $

Quick sausage fix.

• Steve’s Kitchen •

120 Harvard Ave [Brighton Ave]

617-254-9457 • $

The best diner in Allston even though Lisa no

longer works there.

• Super 88 Food Court •

1 Brighton Ave [Malvern St]

617-787-2288 • $

Boston’s largest Asian food court.

• Tavern in the Square •

161 Brighton Ave [Harvard Ave]

617-782-8100 • $

All-you-can-eat brunch buffet. All-you-can-

watch sports.

• The Upper Crust • 286 Harvard St [Green St]

617-734-4900 • $

Fancy schmancy pizza with Wi-Fi.

• Victoria Seafood •

1029 Commonwealth Ave [Winslow Rd]

617-783-5111 • $

Good food and dirt cheap prices! Great

Chinese seafood options.

• YoMa • 5 N Beacon St [Cambridge St]

617-783-1372 • $

Fantastic Burmese food finally arrives to

Boston!

• Zaftigs Delicatessen •

335 Harvard St [Shailer St]

617-975-0075 • $$

Comfort food for breeders who brunch.

[image: image] Shopping

• Berezka International Food Store •

1215 Commonwealth Ave [Linden St]

617-787-2837

Russian goods for the slavophile.

• Brookline Booksmith •

279 Harvard St [Green St]

617-566-6660

Indie + used, with book clubs and readings

monthly.

• Catering by Andrew •

402 Harvard St [Naples Rd]

617-731-6585

Shabbot bakery, Thursdays and Fridays only.

• Clear Flour Bread •

178 Thorndike St [Lawton St]

617-739-0060

Lines out the door for Boston’s honest bread.

• Fire Opal • 320 Harvard St [Babcock St]

617-739-9066

Upscale craft gallery.

• Herb Chambers Vespa Boston •

22 Brighton Ave [St Lukes Rd]

617-254-4000

Imagine you are in Italy with its better drivers.

• In Your Ear •

957 Commonwealth Ave [Harry Agganis Wy]

617-787-9755

Good selection of independent, experimental

music.

• Israel Book Shop • 410 Harvard St [Fuller St]

617-566-7113

Books in Hebrew.


Boston’s also a biking town, and riders can get tune-ups, gear, and honest advice at International Bicycle Center. You can always find some good stuff at spots like TJ Maxx and Urban Outfitters, both of which come in handy more often than not. Oh, and we love the ice cream at J.P. Licks.



• J.P. Licks • 311 Harvard St [Babcock St]

617-738-8252

Popular Boston ice cream institution.

• Kolbo Fine Judaica Gallery •

437 Harvard St [Coolidge St]

800-238-8743

Good place for Jewish gifts.

• Kupel’s Bakery • 421 Harvard St [Fuller St]

617-566-9528

Old school bagel joint.

• Orchard Skate Shop •

156 Harvard Ave [Brighton Ave]

617-782-7777

For hipsters who travel by skateboard instead
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Map 1 - Beacon Hill / West End
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Map 4 - Financial District / Chinatown
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Map 7 - South End (Lower)
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Map 16 - Kenmore Square / Brookline (East)
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Map 19 « Aliston (South) / Brookline (North)
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Map 11 - South Boston (East)
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Map 3 - Downtown Crossing / Park Square / Bay Village
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Map 9 - East Boston
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Map 15 - Fenway (West) / Mission Hill
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